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SRIBLH THENSE:

12-hour bandh against Karimganj
renaming sees partial response, clashes

SRIBHUMI by a few organisations, forcefully
opened some shops. But across the
district, people have come together
to support the bandh,” said Abdul
Hakim Choudhury, a Congress
leader.

The district administration had
pre-emptively enforced Section 163
of the Bharatiya Nyay Suraksha
Sanghita (BNSS) on Friday.

The majority of the general
public, along with the ruling BJP
and its allied organisations, op-
posed the shutdown and urged peo-
ple not to participate.

According to orders issued by
the Sribhumi District Commis-
sioner, strict restrictions were
enforced from 5 am to 8 pm on Sep-
tember 6, prohibiting gatherings of
more than five people, shutdowns,
protests, or processions.

Despite the heightened political
tension, the partial bandh indi-
cates that while opposition groups
mobilised support, the majority of
the district continued with normal
activities.
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moted the strike over the past few
days.

They are demanding the rever-
sal of the district’s renaming from
Karimganj to Sribhumi.

Local MLLA Kamalakhaya Dey
Purkayastha said that only a small
group of people opposed the re-
naming, as called for by the bandh.

“While coming here, I met a
few members of the minority com-
munity, and they assured me that
they have no issues with the name
Sribhumi and wholeheartedly
support the government’s move.
We all must sit down and work to-
gether to further India’s traditions,
rather than fighting over a name,”
he said. Refuting reports that the
bandh had only a partial response
in the district, Congress, which
had backed the shutdown in Sri-
bhumi, claimed that the strike was
a huge success.

“The bandh garnered support
from people across all walks of
life. To convey a misleading mes-
sage, the administration, backed

The border district of Sribhumi
witnessed a partial response to the
12-hour shutdown called by the
Karimganj Zila Naam Paribartan
Pratirudh Samiti on Saturday, pro-
testing the renaming of Karimgan)j.

While offices, courts, and ed-
ucational institutions at the dis-
trict headquarters remained open,
passenger vehicles stayed off the
roads, private vehicles however
continued to operate.

Tensions flared in the morning
as picketers supporting the shut-
down clashed with members of the
BJP, Bishwa Hindu Parishad, and
Bajrang Dal at multiple locations
across the district.

In Badarpur, police resorted
to lathi-charge to disperse crowds
assembled on the road. Most of the
protesters who gathered in support
of the bandh were reportedly stu-
dents (see video).

Consequently, several women
and a few male supporters of the
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PERSPECTIVE

There’s a pleasure in recognising
old things from a new viewpoint.

Rapid glacier melting
in Arunachal Pradesh
sparks flash flood
concerns

GUWAHATI

Rapid melting of glaciers in the Eastern Himala-
yas, particularly in Arunachal Pradesh, has raised
alarms among scientists, with measurements show-
ing a record 1.5-metre ice loss at the Khangri glacier in
Tawang’s Gorichen mountain region.

The Centre for Earth Sciences and Himalayan Stud-
ies (CES & HS) has been closely monitoring the glacier
using biomimetic and computational intelligence tech-
nologies. Satellite data from Sentinel-2 spanning 2016
to 2025 reveal a growing number of pro-glacial lakes
and retreat of the glacier under the Mago Chu basin.
Experts warn that the accelerated melting poses a sig-
nificant risk of flash floods.

A stark example came on October 3, 2023, when a
permafrost landslide into South Lhonak Lake triggered
a glacial lake outburst flood (GLOF) along the Teesta
River to Bangladesh, spanning 385 km. The disaster
claimed 55 lives, left 74 missing in Sikkim, and caused
extensive infrastructural damage. Rani Lake, another
glacial lake near the Gorichen mountain region, is now
considered at risk of a similar Sikkim-type GLOF due
to the ongoing glacier meltdown. Scientists attribute
this trend to rising global temperatures, which are
accelerating glacier retreat and expanding proglacial
lakes. According to the latest monitoring report by the
Central Water Commission (CWC), over 400 glacial
lakes across India are showing concerning expansion
trends.

WHO SAID WHAT

Heartiest congratulations
to Dr. Andrew Holness
on leading the Jamaica
Labour Party to victory
for the third consecutive
time. Looking forward to
deepening India-Jamaica

strike were detained by the Sri-
bhumi police.
The shutdown was supported held meetings and extensively pro-

Gaurav Gogoi says PM  Nagaland becomes India’s 3rd most
Modi’s visit to Manipur literate state, literacy soars to 95.7%

7 NS -

by the Left parties, Congress, and
the Citizens’ Committee, who have

Other reforms include mother-
tongue-based education in collabo-
ration with Nagaland University,
certification of tribal language teach-
ers, and the introduction of music
education at the elementary level in
partnership with the Department of
TaFMA and Yamaha Inc.

Advisor for School Education
and SCERT, Dr. Kekhrielhoulie
Yhome, emphasized the three pillars
of reform: upgrading infrastructure,
improving governance, and enhanc-
ing the school ecosystem to ensure
that no child is left behind, whether
inurban or remote rural areas.

The programme also featured re-
flections from Masakui Rungsung,
Consul General of India, Vancouver,
who praised teachers as mentors,
motivators, and the cornerstone of
society. Messages from the Presi-
dent, Prime Minister, Education
Minister of India, and Governor of
Nagaland were read out during the
event. \Thirteen teachers received
the State Teachers’ Award, while
four schools—Government Middle
School Dobagaon, Government Mid-
dle School Naga New Model Sumi,
St. Joseph School Tuensang Town,
and The Vineyard Kohima—were
recognized for Excellence in School
Safety (SSB Phase 2).

CM Rio reaffirmed the state gov-

marks start of long
peace process

port on alleged links between Pakistan
national Ali Taugeer Sheikh and his
associates in India, scheduled for sub-
mission on September 10. He said the
Congress would continue to highlight
what it describes as scams under the
BJP government in the state.

Gogoi further addressed allegations
made by Sarma about his wife, Eliza-
beth Colburn, asserting that any visit to
Pakistan was personal and not official.

On the recently issued Immigra-
tion and Foreigners’ (Exemption) Or-
der, 2025, Gogoi said it undermines the
Assam Accord and should have been
first debated in Parliament. The order
allows religious minorities from Ban-
gladesh, Pakistan, and Afghanistan—
including Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists,
Jains, and Christians—who entered
India by December 31, 2024, to remain
in the country.

Gogoi also praised INDIA bloc
Vice-Presidential candidate B. Sud-
ershan Reddy, highlighting his ex-
perience as a former Chief Justice of
the Gauhati High Court and his un-

GUWAHAT

Senior Congress leader and Deputy
Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha,
Gaurav Gogoi, on Friday said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s likely visit
to Manipur should be seen as the start
of a long journey toward peace in the
state, rather than its conclusion.

Speaking on the sidelines of a
programme in Guwahati, Gogoi em-
phasised that normalcy has not yet re-
turned to Manipur, noting the absence
of an elected government.

“We cannot say that normalcy has
returned to Manipur. The PM’s visit is
not the end goal; it is only the beginning
of a long journey to restore peace, jus-
tice, reconciliation, and democracy,”
he said.

Gogoi stressed the importance of
healing relationships among the people
of Manipur and addressing their aspi-
rations. He criticised the delay in the
Prime Minister’s visit, noting it should
have taken place two years ago.

“As they say, justice delayed is

KOHIMA students. He noted that Nagaland
has 2,734 schools, 32,801 teachers,
and over 4.1 lakh school-going chil-
ers’ Day 2025, commemorating the  dren, reflecting the scale and dedica-
birth anniversary of Dr. Sarvepalli  tion of the state’s education machin-
Radhakrishnan, Nagaland Chief ery.
Minister Dr. Neiphiu Rio lauded the
tireless efforts of teachers in shap-
ing the state’s education landscape,
highlighting that Nagaland now
ranks as India’s third most literate
state with a literacy rate of 95.7%, up
from just 21.95% at the time of state-

On the occasion of State Level Teach-

CM Rio launched major initia-
tives aimed at aligning Nagaland’s
education system with global stan-
dards, including the Systems for
Outstanding Achievements and
Reformation (SOAR) Mission to
enhance curriculum, teaching, as-

bonds of friendship el justice dgnied. The people of Manipur derstanqmg of the political and sqcial hood in 1963. sessment, and school management. ernment’s oommitment to ensur@ng
further strengthening have waited far too long for the PM’s  complexities of Manipur and the wider Speaking at the NBCC Conven-  He also announced the institutional-  quality education for every child,
cooperation between our visit. The first thing he should do is Northeast. tion Hall, Rio called teachers the isation of the Nagaland State School integrating NEP 2020, SDG4 on
two countries. apologise for this delay,” he added. “He is familiar with the concerns backbone of the education system Standards Authority (NSSSA) un-  Quality Education, and the NIPUN

Addressing other political devel- and aspirations of the Northeast and and emphasized their role in na- der NEP 2020 and the draftingofthe  Bharat Mission, and strengthening

~ Narendra modi, PM,

opments, Gogoi also commented on
India

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma’s claim regarding the SIT re-

can highlight them at the highest fo-
rum. I am confident he will exceed pub-
lic expectations,” Gogoi said.

Manipur turmoil ‘BJP-made’, secrecy over
PM’s visit signals guilt, says Congress MP

tion-building, urging them to con-
tinue fostering curiosity, critical
thinking, and compassion among

Nagaland School Quality Assess-
ment and Assurance Framework

(NSQAAF).

Nearly 65,000 Myanmar
refugees seek shelter in
North-East India since 2021

IMPHAL

Nagaland’s position as a leading
state in literacy and educational in-
novation.

tensified fighting in
Myanmar’s Chin and

IMPHAL ing peace in the state, the MP pletely failed to protect the lives Nearly 65,000 people Sagaing regions in
said. and property of the citizens... from Myanmar’s May 2024, prompting
The Bharatiya Janata Party There must be fresh elec- people are still languishing in  north-west region more people to enter
(BJP) not announcing the like- tions in the state and the voic- relief camps and they are not have crossed into Mizoram.
ly visit of Prime Minister Nar- es of the people must be heard able to return home even after India’s north-east- In Manipur, au-
endra Modi to Manipur was an as the BJP, despite having an  two years,” the Congress leader ern states, particu- thorities reported
“admission of guilt”, Congress absolute majority, ‘“squabbled said. larly Manipur and the deportation of ap-
MP Bimol Akoijam said on Sep- among themselves and we land- Overt violence may have Mizoram, seeking proximately 360 of the
tember 5. He claimed that the ed up with President’s Rule”, ended in the state but the people protection since Feb- 5,800 identified illegal
saffron party was guilty of “cre- the Inner Manipur Lok Sabha living in relief camps are facing ruary 2021, according migrants in Kamjong

ating amess” in the ethnic strife-
torn state.

Speaking to media on the
sidelines of a programme here,
the MP from Manipur said, “I
don’t know whether he (PM) is
coming or not... we have only

MP said.

“We have witnessed this
tragedy under BJP rule, so
many lives were lost... the par-
ty doesn’t deserve to govern the
state,” he said.

The Manipur Assembly,

violence every day: humiliation,
some have not seen their chil-
dren, there are missing people
-- these are all forms of violence,
he said.

“The rest of the country
must know what is happening

to the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR).
Former Manipur Chief Minis-
ter N. Biren Singh expressed con-
cern over the rising influx, saying,
“When I warned about this long ago,
very few paid attention, including

district, while biometric data of over
5,100 individuals was collected to aid
future deportations. Special teams
have been deployed to monitor ar-

rivals across five border districts.

The humanitarian situation
worsened following Cyclone Re-

heard that there will be a VVIP cutting across party lines, had in Manipur but unfortunately, my colleagues. Today, UNHCR re- mant inlate May 2024, which caused
visit to the state.” adopted a resolution for the many have fallen prey to the ports that nearly 64,300 Myanmar significant damage in Mizoram
“If it is the Prime Minister, . withdrawal of suspension of bandwagon of misinformation... nationals have crossed into India and Manipur. Food, shelter, clean

why does he not openly say that
he is coming to Manipur? I take
this as an admission of guilt on
their part for creating this mess
and tragedy in my state,” he
said.

Asked about people’s expec-
tation from the PM if he visits
Manipur, the parliamentarian

said that people of the state “are
generally not happy with him...
a lot of us want him to publicly
apologise to the people”.

“People of my state are mag-
nanimous enough to forgive
him, provided he takes concrete
and sincere steps to ensure that
the internally displaced persons

(IDPs), irrespective of which
community they belong to, re-
turn to their homes,” he said.

People should get access to
highways, and most important-
ly accountability must be fixed
for the violence, he said.

These are the steps that
must be initiated to ensure last-

operations (SoO) agreements as
there have been allegations of
involvement of these cadres in
the violence and these need to be
investigated, he said.

“Never in the history of the
country have people been divid-
ed like this,” he said.

“The government has com-

this is unfortunate,” he added.

Besides, some people want
this violence to continue to
serve certain vested interests,
AKoijam alleged.

The Congress leader was
here to meet INDIA bloc Vice
Presidential candidate B Suder-
shan Reddy.

since 2021. The unofficial numbers
could be much higher, even multi-
ple times more. We cannot afford
to sit idle. We need to work harder
before this issue consumes us.” The
UNHCR report states that around
6,800 arrivals have been registered
with the agency in New Delhi. The
influx has been exacerbated by in-

water, sanitation, and healthcare
have been identified as the most ur-
gent needs for the refugees. Officials
and humanitarian agencies have
called for coordinated action to
address both the immediate relief
requirements and long-term man-
agement of the growing refugee

population in the region.
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SCO
UNITED
AGAINST
TERROR

he Shanghai Cooperation Organi-

sation (SCO) summit in Tianjin has

reaffirmed an enduring truth: ter-

rorism is not a local problem,; it is a

global scourge that demands a unit-
ed, uncompromising response. The unani-
mous condemnation of the Pahalgam attack
and the clear rejection of “double standards”
in the fight against terror mark a significant
diplomatic moment-especially for India. This
is the second major international platform, af-
ter the recent BRICS summit, where India has
succeeded in highlighting terrorism as a core
global security challenge, even in the presence
of countries that have historically adopted am-
biguous positions on the issue. What makes
this achievement even more noteworthy is the
contrast with the last SCO foreign ministers’
meeting, which failed to reach a consensus on
a joint statement against terrorism. This decla-
ration, therefore, is more than symbolism; it is
a reflection of changing geopolitical equations
and the growing recognition that terrorism
threatens not only regional stability but also
the global economic order.

India’s stand has always been consistent and
uncompromising: terrorism and talks cannot
go together. Prime Minister Modi delivered a
strong message-calling out “double standards”
and urging the international community to op-
pose terrorism in every form- in the presence
of Pakistan’s Prime Minister, making the state-
ment even more powerful. Pakistan’s attempt
to raise concerns about terrorism during the
summit exposed its duplicitous stance, given its
well-documented role in sponsoring cross-bor-
der terror. This duplicity is now harder to con-
ceal when multilateral declarations explicitly
call for action against sponsors, organisers and
enablers of terrorism.

Equally significant is China’s position.
Historically, Beijing has shielded Pakistan
diplomatically, blocking UN sanctions on Pa-
kistan-based terror groups and individuals.
Yet, at Tianjin, China joined the consensus,
endorsing language that condemns terrorism
“in all forms” and rejects the practice of using
terrorist groups for “mercenary purposes”.
This shift is not altruistic; it reflects China’s
growing realisation that selective tolerance of
terrorism is a strategic liability, especially in
an interconnected world where instability any-
where can reverberate across supply chains,
trade and investment flows.

The broader geopolitical context cannot be
ignored. The world is grappling with econom-
ic fragility exposed by ongoing tariff wars,
disruptions in global trade, and rising energy
insecurities. In such an environment, devel-
oping nations-already burdened by billions in
security expenditures-can ill afford the costs of
prolonged conflict and terrorism.

For the Global South, the message is clear:
resources wasted on countering terror are re-
sources diverted from growth, infrastructure
and human development. Without peace, the
dream of economic parity with developed na-
tions remains elusive.

The SCO was conceived as a platform to
counter Western dominance and foster region-
al cooperation. However, this vision can only
be realised if member states address mutual
concerns honestly and build trust. For India,
this means accountability from both Pakistan
and China-whether on cross-border terrorism
or infrastructure projects in Indian-claimed
territories. For China, if it truly seeks a for-
midable partnership with Russia and India to
counterbalance Western influence, it must re-
think its policy of strategic indulgence toward
Pakistan. Continued support for Pakistan’s
state-sponsored terror infrastructure will re-
main the single biggest obstacle to India-China
rapprochement.

Foreign policy, as always, is a game of give
and take. India understands this dynamic. It
has shown through surgical strikes, the Bala-
kot airstrikes, and Operation Sindoor that it
will act unilaterally when necessary. But India
also knows that lasting impact requires a coali-
tion of willing nations, united not just in words
but in coordinated action. The recent summits
have shown glimmers of this possibility. The
next step must be to translate declarations into
deliverables. China, as a major power, must
use its influence to nudge Pakistan away from
using terrorism as an instrument of state pol-
icy.

The way forward is clear: economic coop-
eration and security cannot exist in isolation.
Just as nations converge on trade and energy
for mutual benefit, they must also converge on
eliminating terrorism as a shared mission. The
SCO summit has brought friends and foes to the
same table; now, it must ensure that this rare
consensus becomes a sustained commitment.

“You have power over your mind - not
outside events. Realize this, and you

will find strength.”

Tianjin SCO Summit
2025 The Rise of a
Multipolar Global Order

PROF D MUKHERJEE

The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO), founded in 2001 from the original
“Shanghai Five,” hasevolved fromaregional
security grouping into one of the world’s most
influential multilateral platforms. Bringing
togethermajor Eurasian powers-China, Russia,
India, Central Asian Nationsand morerecently
Iran and Belarus-the SCO has steadily wid-
ened its mandate from counterterrorism and
border management to economics, energy,
digital cooperation, and global governance.The
15th SCO Summiit, held in Tianjin, China, from
August 31 to September1, 2025, symbolized this
evolution at its peak. It was the largest assem-
bly in the group’s history, bringing together
over twenty heads of state and leaders from
more than ten international organizations. In
many ways, Tianjin resembled the Bandung
Conference of 1955: a historic moment when
the Global South articulated an alternative
vision of world order, challenging Western
dominanceand assertinga collective identity.

Thesummit adopted the theme Upholding
the Shanghai Spirit: SCO on the Move’,empha-
sizingmutual trust, equality, consultation, and
shared growth. Theleaders of all nine perma-
nent member states attended, including Xi
Jinping, Vladimir Putin,and Narendra Modi,
alongside counterparts from Kazakhstan,
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Pakistan,
Iran, and Belarus. Observers and dialogue
partners such as Mongolia, Turkey, Nepal,
Myanmar, Malaysia, and Egypt were pres-
ent, as were representatives from the United
Nations and ASEAN.This unprecedented
breadth of participation underscored the SCO’s
expandingglobal appeal. Theagendastretched
across pressing concerns: regional and inter-
national security, economicresilience, energy
cooperation, counterterrorism, digital con-
nectivity, artificial intelligence governance,
and climate change. Far from being a closed
Eurasian forum, Tianjin projected itself as a
laboratory for multipolar governanceseeking
torival the G7and NATO in scope ifnot yet in
institutional maturity.

Atthe heart of the summit lay a collective
determination tochallenge the unilateral dom-
inance of the United States. China’s President
Xi Jinping framed the SCO as a platform for
constructing a fairer multipolar order. He
proposed institutional innovations such as
an SCODevelopment Bank, acommon energy
platform, the extension of $1.4 billion in loans
to member states, and the sharing of China’s
BeiDou satellite navigation system. Such
initiatives were designed to reduce reliance
on U.S.-dominated institutions like the IMF,
World Bank, and GPS. President Putin ech-
oed this sentiment, portraying the SCO as an
embodiment of* genuinemultilateralism’ and
warningagainst theneocolonial use of financial
instruments by Western powers.

Against the backdrop of Trump’s escalat-
ing tariff wars-with new duties imposed on
Chineseelectric vehicles and Indian pharma-
ceuticals-the SCO leaders presented a united
economic front. The strategic message was
clear: Washington’s attempt to contain China,
Russia, and India individually would face a
coordinated pushback when these powers
converged under the SCO framework.

Among all the leaders present, Narendra
Modi’srole was particularly watched, both in
Asia and in the West. India has increasingly
styled itself as a voice of the Global South, a
mantle it carried forward from the 2023 G20
Delhi Summit, where Modi championed the
inclusion of the African Union. In Tianjin, he
reiterated, inessence, India’s principle of Grow
andLet Grow’, positioninghis countryasacon-
structiveratherthan coercive power. PM Modi
furtherreiterated that SCOmustendeavourto
comingout ofthe shell of double-standardsand
contrarily it should subscribe to the catalytic
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providerand creator of ‘Security, Connectivity
and Opportunity’ notonly for the SCOmember
nations but all nations across.

Modi was firm in condemning terrorism,
calling for zero tolerance towards state spon-
sors and financiers of extremist networks.
His statement was interpreted as a pointed
message to Pakistan, but it also reinforced
India’s credibility in Eurasian security coop-
eration. Simultaneously, Modi balanced this
hardline with a broader narrative of inclusive
growth, sovereignty, and connectivity without
coercion. This twin message-strong against
terror, soft in diplomacy-helped solidify India’s
reputation as a responsible leader capable of
bridging divides across Eastand West, North
and South.

The visual spectacle of Modi seated along-
side Xi Jinping and Vladimir Putin encapsu-
lated a profound geopolitical recalibration.
While India continues to partner with the
United States through QUAD and Indo-Pacific
initiatives, her willingness to engage at the
highestlevels with Chinaand Russia signalled
acommitment tostrategic autonomy. This tri-
angular moment-RIC unity-generated unease
in Washington.Forthe Trumpadministration,
already struggling with crises in Ukraine, West
Asia, and its stalled Greenland and Panama
pohcy narratives, the Tianjin summit was a
reminderthat American leverage was waning.
Instead of isolating Russia and China, the U.S.
found itself facing a trio of major powers pro-
jecting resilience and cooperation.

The anxiety in Washington was most viv-
idly expressed through Peter Navarro, White
House Trade Counsellor, whoerupted ina Fox
News interview shortly after the summit. On
the one hand, Navarro called Modi a “great
leader” and praised India as the world’s largest
democracy. On the other, he attacked Modifor
“gettinginto bed with Putin and Xi,” accusing
India of actingasa “laundromat for Kremlin”
by refiningand reselling Russian oil to Western
markets. His choice of words-particularly the
reference to “Brahmins profiteering at the
expense of the Indian people”-sparked wide-
spread criticism, blending cultural stereotypes
with economic frustration.

Navarro’s outburst betrayed more than
anger at India’s independent foreign policy.
It revealed the Trump administration’s frus-
tration at its own unfulfilled promises: peace
in West Asia, resolution in Ukraine, a stable
South Asia after the April 2025 Pahalgam-
Kashmir attack, and domestic economic
revival. By misadventure of scapegoating
India, Navarro inadvertently exposed the
hollowness of Washington’s global leadership
claims.Navarro went further in branding the
Ukraine conflict as “Modi’s War,” suggesting
that India’s oil trade enabled the Kremlin’s
war machine. The Tianjin summit decisively
countered thisnarrative. Putin and Xiasserted
that the conflict was the consequence of NATO

expansion and Western coercion, not Indian
complicity. Modi himself avoided inflamma-
tory rhetoric butreiterated India’s consistent
position: dialogue, diplomacy, and respect for
sovereignty.

By collectively framing the war as the
responsibility of the U.S. and its European
allies, SCO leaders undermined Washington’s
attempt to globalize blame. The contrast
between Navarro’s accusatory language and
the SCO’s measured declarations highlighted
the deepeningdivergence in narratives-anero-
sion of U.S. credibility and an affirmation of
SCOasa platform for alternative perspectives.
The Tianjin Declaration of 2025 mapped out
abold institutional future for the SCO. Plans
to establish a Development Bank, intensify
cooperation with BRICS+, and deepen partner-
ships in Al fintech, and climate governance
underscored the group’s ambition to rival
Western-led systems. The growing accept-
ance of India’s “Grow and Let Grow” philos-
ophy across Africa, Southeast Asia, and Latin
Americademonstrated that the Global South
increasingly lookstoNew Delhiasamoraland
strategic leader.

As the SCO expands its global footprint,
the U.S. faces the prospect of losing its status
as the uncontested superpower. A new world
order, multipolar in structure and pluralis-
tic in orientation, is emerging. India, with its
blend of hard and soft power, stands at the
heart of this transformation-mneither beholden
to Washington nor subsumed by Beijing, but
chartingitsownpath asaglobal pivot. The 15th
SCO Summit in Tianjin wasnotmerely anoth-
er international gathering; it was a turning
point in global affairs. By offering a platform
where China, Russia, and India could converge,
and where the Global South could articulate
its aspirations, the SCO positioned itself as a
genuinealternative to Western hegemony. The
frustration of U.S. leadership, encapsulated in
Navarro’s biting remarks, only amplified the
symbolism of Tianjin.

The Tianjin SCO Summit of 2025 reaffirmed
India’s stature asapivotal voice in the emerg-
ingmultipolar order, yet italsohighlighted the
dilemmasborn ofher geography and history.
For her, the challenge lies in sustaining stra-
tegic autonomy while managing uneasy ties
with immediate neighbours. Relations with
Chinaremain unsettled by border disputesand
competingambitions in the Indo-Pacific, while
Pakistan continues to harbour and sponsor
terrorism. Bangladesh, once a steady partner,
has begun to test her bilateral patience, add-
ingto the complexity of her regional environ-
ment.The key takeaway from Tianjin is that
she must treat multilateral platforms like the
SCO not merely as ends in themselves, but as
instruments to reinforce stability, constrain
hostile behaviour, and expand her leadership
of the Global South. Balancing firmness with
diplomacy, her strategy will depend on resil-

ience against neighbours’ provocations while
deepening global influence through inclusive
engagement.Summarily, for India, the summit
was significant.

Modi’s projection of strength against ter-
rorism alongside his emphasis on inclusive
growth elevated her credibility as a global
leader. In a world defined by multipolarity,
her policy of ‘Grow and Let Grow’ resonates
as both practical and aspirational.

DIGITAL WAR OF WORDS

When | warmed
about this long
ago, very few paid
attention, including
my colleagues.
Recently, UNHCR
reports that nearly
64,300 Myanmar
nationals have
crossed illegally
into India since
2021. The
unofficial numbers
could be much
higher, even
multiple times
more. We cannot
afford to sit idle.
We need to work
harder before this
issue consumes

. ~ N. Biren
Singh, Former CM,
Manipur
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THESE REFORMS ARE MORE LIKE GST 1.2 THAN 2.0

SALEM DHARANIDHARAN

OnSeptember 3, the56th GST' Council meeting,chaired
by Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
unveiled goods and services tax reforms labelled GST
2,0, which would be effective from September 22.

Listeningtothelongstandingdemand of consumers,
thechangescollapsethemulti-tier tax structure—with
rates of 0, 5, 12, 18 and 28—into a dual-slab model of 5
percent for essentials like unpacked foodgrains, fresh
vegetablesand select medicines,and 18percentformost
othergoodsandservices, includingelectronics, cement,
small carsandelectricvehicles. A40percentratetargets
‘sin goods'like tobacco and panmasala.

Asthe GST system was flawed to begin with, any
changeto simplify and rationalise it isa welcome step.
Butthe question one hastoask here s, is it sufficient?

India expectsa 7.8 percent real GDP growth in the
first quarter of 202526, painting an optimistic picture.
But it masks deep economic challenges as GDP as a
metricfailstocapturerisinginequality, weak consumer
demand and high unemployment.

Fornearly a decade, sluggish consumer demand
has plagued India. This is evident in the latest num-
bers available for some bellwether industries—urban
consumer goods growth slowed to 2.6 percent during
January-March 2025, passengercarsalesdropped 14the
nextquarter,and twowheelersalesshrank 6.48 percent
inJuly over comparable periods in 2024.

Thenternational LabourOrganisation’s2024report
revealed 83 percent of India’s unemployed are young
(aged 1529), underscoring the crisis. One of the major
reasons for low consumption is increased inequality,

as it reduces money in the common man’s hand and
transfers it to the super rich. As per an Oxfam report
fromthesameyear, therichest21 peopleinIndiaholdas
muchwealthasthebottom 70crore people put together.

As Adam Smith identified many centuriesearlier,
oneofthemajorreasonsfor high inequality istaxation
policy.Indirecttaxes—whichareleviedontherichand
poaralike—suchasGSTand excisecompriseabouthalf
ofrevenues. In contrast, it'sathird forthe Organisation
of Economic Co-operationand Development countries.
The Indian incidence disproportionately burdens the
poor,whospend22percent of theirincomeonfuel—the
highest share globally—due to 300 percent excise duty
hikessince2014.

The 2025 GST reforms, with a dual-slab model (5
percent for essentials, 18 percent for most goods), offer
limited reliefbut fail to address fuel duties.

Thisregressive taxation stemsfrom offsetting cor-
poratetax cuts(35 percent to22 percent), costing 221akh
crore,whichfailedtoboost investment, with privategross
fixed capital formation atan 11-year low of 32.4 percent
n 202324, down from 40 percent in 2015.

TheOxfamreportshowsthetop1 percenthold40.1
percentofwealth, drainingresourcesfrom 70crore poor-
er citizens. To revive demand, the government must
reduce fuel excise duties and reconsider corporate tax
cuts, as lower oil prices would ease costs across goods,
spurring consumption and economicrecovery.

Thoughthelatestchangesarehailedasarevolution-
ary reform, more anomalies remain in the GST rates
for items, revealing inequities and irrationality. Ultra-
Tuxury itemslikepolished diamondsenjoynil taxunder

specificschemes, boostinga ?1.2Jakh-croresector, while
Pprocessedagricultural products—crucialforreducing30
percentproduce waste worth 292,651 croreayear—face
18 percent GST, stifling Tamil Nadu’s 70lakh farmers.
Zerorating these could boost farmer incomes by 2025
percent, pertheIndian Council of Agricultural Research.

The textile sector, employing 4.5 crore nationally
and1croreinTamil Nadu, faces 18 percentongarments
above 72,500, undermining competitiveness amid 50
percent UStariffsanda 10percentexportdecline in 2023.

While38lifesavingdrugsarenowexempt, diagnostic
kitsand medical devices, at 518 percent, burden Tamil
Nadu’s healthcare system that serves 7.8 crore people,
hampering affordability and access. These disparities
highlight thereforms’ failuretosupport critical sectors
and state economies.

The latest reforms failed to democratise the GST
Council, where the Centre holds 33 percent of the total
votesandeachstate, irrespectiveoftheir sizeoreconomic
output, have 2 percent. With each resolution requiring
5 percent votestopass, passingany resolution without
the consensus of the Union government has become
impossible.

Only four states—Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
Telangana and Maharashtra—contribute about 50
percent oftotal GST collection, but have only 8 percent
of the GST Council votes; they cannot, therefore, pass
any resolution on their own.

Alackofconsultation canalsobeevinced fromthe
halfbacked rollout of GST'2.0. The states were not fully
consulted about the resultingloss of revenue and how
it would be offset. The ideal step would have been for

the Union government to work onafinancial model to
see the range of revenue losses for each state, and dis-
cuss with them on offsetting their losses. This affects
industrialised stateslike Tamil Nadu, which couldlose
potentially 76,000-15000crorerevenueforthenextfiscal
year. So high net GST-contributing states would now
facelower GSTrevenue.

Inordertocompensateforthesuddenrevenueloss
forstates, the Uniongovernmentshould considerextend-
ing the compensatory cess that can undo the partial
loss of revenue. Though the Finance Commission has
recommended 42 percent of the revenue from divisi-
ble pool to be divided among states, only 31 percent is
devolved with the states, simply because of very high
cessand surcharge(which constitute thenon-divisible
pool)of 23 percent.

The Union government should consider reducing
thenon-divisible pool and extend thedivisible pool. The
Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act’s
debt cap of 25 percent of gross state domestic products,
witha3percentfiscal deficit (extendableto3.5percent),
constrains Tamil Nadu. Relaxing the cap to 30 percent
wouldhelpstates,ensuringfiscalautonomy and driving
India’s growth.

Theintenttosimplify taxation iswelcomeand will
ease some burden off the common man. But reforms
withoutrobustsafeguardsforstatefederalismandfinanc-
esrisk reducing states to municipalities. States need
fiscalautonomy toprovide basicinfrastructure—such
aseducation and healthcare—and welfareschemesfor
its population. Only if individual states grow can the
country grow asawhole.
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“Not end game”: Gaurav Gogoi terms PM’s
Manipur visit start of “long journey” for peace

GUWAHATI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
likely visit to Manipur should not
be seen as the end of a goal, but
rather as the start on a long journey
to bring peace back to the state,
Assam Congress President Gaurav
Gogoi said.

Speaking on the sidelines of a
programme in Guwahati, on Sep-
tember 5, Gogoi said, “We cannot
say that normalcy has returned
to Manipur... there is no elected
government, so Modi’s visit should
not be seen as the end goal.”

It is only a start on a “long
journey to bring peace, justice, rec-
onciliation and democracy back to
Manipur”, the Congress MP said.

Gogoi said that till the time
the “relationship between the
people of Manipur do not heal,
their aspirations are not met, I
hope the BJP understands that the

PM’s visit is not the end but only
a beginning which has come very

much delayed”.

The visit should have hap-

pened two years ago and there
are still many more milestones to
overcome, the Assam Congress
president said.

“As they say that justice
delayed is justice denied, people of
Manipur have been denied of the
PM’s visit for far too long,” he said.

He hoped that when the PM
arrives, the first thing he does is to
“apologise to the people of Manipur
for not showing up for the last two
years”.

Regarding Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma’s claim
that the SIT will submit its report
on the investigations into alleged
links between Pakistan national Ali
Taugeer Sheikh and his partners in
India on September 10, Gogoi said
the Congress will continue to high-
light the various “scams” under the
BJP government in the state.

The chief minister has been
attacking Gogoi over his wife Eliz-

abeth Colburn’s alleged connection
with Pakistan’s spy agency ISIL.

Sarma had alleged that
Gogoi’s wife had “good relations”
with the Pakistan Army and even
the MP had visited Pakistan “in
personal and not official capacity”
and stayed there for 15 days.

On the new Immigration and
Foreigners’ (Exemption) Order,
2025, Gogoi said that it has negated
the Assam Accord and such an
important matter should have been
first discussed in Parliament.

The order of the Ministry of
Home Affairs allows minorities
from Bangladesh, Pakistan and
Afghanistan, including Hindus,
Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains and Chris-
tians, who entered India till De-
cember 31, 2024, to escape religious
persecution will be allowed to stay
in the country.

Gogoi was attending the me-
dia interaction of INDIA bloc Vice

Presidential candidate B Suder-
shan Reddy here.

“As a former Chief Justice of
the Gauhati High Court, he is fa-
miliar with the situation in Assam
and the other northeastern states,”
Gogoi said.

He is familiar with the
political complexities of a state like
Manipur and has the knowledge,
wisdom and experience about the
concerns and aspirations of the
Northeast, which he can highlight
at the highest forum, the opposition
leader said.

“I hope my colleagues from
across the political aisle realise
how, at this point, we need some-
one who understands Manipur, the
Assam Accord and other issues of
the Northeast,” he said.

Gogoi asserted that he was
confident that Reddy would do
much better than what the people’s
expectations are.

Government
schemes must
uplift people
of grass
root — Nirola
Phangchopi

SUSHANTA ROY

DIPHU :The Adi Karmayogi Abhiyan
is a nationwide initiative launched
by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
Government of India, with the vision
of empowering tribal communities
through awareness and inclusion in
government schemes.

The central objective of this cam-
paign is to bridge the gap between
policy and people, ensuring that the
most vulnerable sections of society
benefit directly from welfare mea-
sures.

The program was instituted at
Diphu Orbit Bhavan, Deputy Com-
missioner Nirola Phangchopi em-
phasized that the core mission of the
Adi Karmayogi Abhiyan is to uplift
tribal communities from the grass-
roots level to higher standards of so-
cio-economic development.

Sheexplained that “Adi” signifies
the original or ancient, symbolizing
the government’s responsibility to
elevate tribal populations from tra-
ditional ways of life to modern prog-
ress.

The Deputy Commissioner high-
lighted that departmental officials
and staff from Education, Social Wel-
fare, Public Health Engineering, and
Health have been assigned the re-
sponsibility of spreading awareness.

Their task is to inform tribal peo-
ple about the intent and scope of var-
ious government welfare schemes so
thatno eligible beneficiary isleft out.

Drawing attention to the Oruno-
doi scheme in Karbi Anglong dis-
trict, she noted that although 91,500
beneficiaries were targeted, only
82,775 have been covered, leaving
nearly 10,000 still deprived.She re-
marked that lack of awareness often
leads to missed opportunities and
called on all departmental heads to
intensify efforts to create ‘informed
communities’.

The Adi Karmayogi Abhiyan
thus seeks not only to inform but to
empower, ensuring that develop-
ment truly reaches from the grass-
roots upward.

BJP faces sethback in West Karbi
Anglong as former MLA resigns

SUSHANTA ROY

DIPHU :The Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty (BJP) in West Karbi Anglong,
suffered a setback after Dr. Mans-
ing Rongpi, a prominent political
figure and former four-time MLA
from Baithalangso legislative
assembly constituency, resigned
from the party.

Dr. Rongpi has cited ‘dissatis-
faction with the party’s current
direction’ as the principal reason
in hisresignation letter. Dr. Rong-
pisubmitted his resignation letter
to Assam BJP state president Dil-
ip Saikia through the West Karbi
Anglong district BJP president
at the district office in Ghelani,
Donkamokam on Thursday.

Dr. Rongpi expressed deep
frustration with the internal
dynamics of the BJP, stating,
“Where is the old BJP? It has been
taken over by newcomers. There
is no respect or recognition for
old-timers like us.” His remarks
reflect growing discontentment
among veteran party members
and point to deepening rifts with-
in the BJP’s regional unit.Dr.

Rongpi’s political career spans
decades, marked by significant
achievements. He was elected to
the Assam Legislative Assembly
for three consecutive times from
2006 to 2016 as a Congress candi-
date from the Baithalangso LAC.
In 2016, he switched allegiance to
the BJP and won a bye-election
as a BJP candidate. However,
in the 2021 assembly elections,
the BJP’s decision to deny him a
ticket appears to have fueled his
disillusionment, culminating in
his resignation.The departure of
a stalwart like Dr. Rongpi, who
commands a strong legacy in
West Karbi Anglong, is expected
to create ripples within the BJP’s
ranks in the region. previously
faced internal conflicts in West
Karbi Anglong, and this develop-
ment could exacerbate tensions
as the BJP gears up for upcoming
electoral challenges in Assam.

Dr. Rongpi’s exit raises crit-
ical questions about the party’s
organizational unity and its abil-
ity to retain veteran leaders in the
hill districts.

Meghalaya police files 790-page chargesheet
in Raja Raghuvanshi murder case

SHILLONG

The Meghalaya Police on
Saturday filed a 790-page
chargesheet in the Raja Ra-
ghuvanshi murder case
against five accused in the
Judicial Magistrate 1st Class,
Sohra Sub-division Court in
Shillong.

Along with the chargesheet,
substantial material evidence
and enclosures have also been
filed in the court. The police
have named Sonam Raghu-
vanshi, Raj Kushwaha, Vishal
Singh Chauhan, Ashish Singh
Rajput, and Aanand Kurmi as
key accused in the Raja Raghu-
vanshi murder case and have
been booked under the 103 (1)
238 (a)/ 61(2) of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).

“On 21.05.2025, Shri Raja
Raghuwanshi and his wife
Santi. Sonam Raghuvanshi of
Indore Madhya Pradesh came

to Shillong for their Honey-
moon Trip and then went on
to Sohra. On 26.05.2025, the

“Assam has crossed 8 Lakh MT mark

GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Saturday
announced that the state had
achieved a historic milestone by
crossing the 81akh metric tonne (MT)
mark in paddy procurement under
the Minimum Support Price (MSP)
scheme during the Kharif Marketing
Season (KMS) 2024-25.

The chiefminister called ita “his-
toricachievement” in the state’s jour-
ney toward agricultural prosperity.

Inaposton X, the Chief Minister
said, “Tam proud to share that during
KMS 2024-25, Assam has achieved a
record milestone in paddy procure-
ment under MSP. For the first time
ever, Assam has crossed the 8 Lakh
MT mark in paddy procurement - a
historic achievement in our journey

of prosperity.”
CM Sarma added that the state
procured 6,97,802.74 MT of paddy in

season, as he reiterated the govern-
ment’s commitment to the welfare
of cotton farmers.

Hereaffirmed the government’s
vision to protect the interests of cot-
ton farmers by ensuring aremuner-
ative price for their produce. The
Union Minister chaired a high-lev-
el review meeting in New Delhi in
the presence of top officials from
the ministry, Lalit Kumar Gupta,
CMD, Cotton Corporation of India
(CCI), to assess the preparedness for

the first crop cycle and 1,04,757.98  Minimum Support Price (MSP) oper-
MT in the second crop cycle till  ationsfor cotton during the upcom-
September 5,2025. This broughtthe  ingKharif Marketing Season 2025-26.

total procurement to 8,02,560.72 MT.

On Tuesday, Union Minister for
Textiles Giriraj Singh assured that
all cotton arriving in the market that
falls under MSP guidelines will be
procured without disruption this

Cotton procurement will commence
on October 1, 2025. In line with the
government’s Digital India vision, all
processes-right from procurement
of cotton by the Cotton Corporation
of India (CCI) under MSP operations

in paddy procurement”: CM Sarma

to sale of stocks--are now completely
faceless and paperless, strengthening
farmers’ and other stakeholders’ con-
fidence and trust in MSP operations,
said the Union Minister.

For thefirst time, uniformnorms
have been laid down for the estab-
lishment of procurement centres,
factoring in key parameters such as
cotton cultivation area, availabili-
ty of functional APMC yards and
atleast the availability of one stock
processing factory at the cotton pro-
curement centre.

Asaresult, arecord 550 procure-
ment centres have been set up across
major cotton-producing states.

Procurement of cotton under
MSP will commence from October
1 in the North States, October 15 in
the Central States and from October
21, 2025, in the South States.

Govt to set up women’s university

in Tripura: CM Manik Saha

AGARTALA

Tripura Chief Minister Manik Saha has
announced that the state government is
working to set up a Women’s University to
empower the women of the state, the Tripu-
ra CMO said.

He also announced that the present gov-
ernment has been trying to reduce the gap in
Dearness Allowance (DA) between Central
and state government employees.

According to a press release, CM Saha
said this while addressing the 64th Teach-
ers’ Day 2025 programme at Rabindra Sa-
tabarshiki Bhavan on Friday.

“You may go into other professions for
the sake of money, but teachers have cho-
sen teaching profession out of passion and
responsibility. Taking charge of the future
generation, you have joined this noble
profession. Teachers are like the roots of a
tree, while students are the branches, fruits,
and flowers that receive nourishment from
them. Because of teachers, the country and
the nation progress, as the foundation is
very important. Teachers build this founda-
tion through sacrifice,” he said.

Quest

Owning a pet improves quality of life,
enhances happiness and adds years to your
lifespan.

He also said that before entering the
classroom, teachers always try to give some-
thing new to students.

“In the teaching profession, mental,
physical, and emotional energy is neces-
sary. Teachers are inventors who instill
knowledge and values in students. Teach-
ers make students’ lives shine. They are the
backbone of a nation, and people depend on

them. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
introduced the National Education Policy,
which has been implemented in Tripura as
well. New initiatives have also been intro-
duced. Our government is working to bring
in new reforms and recruit the best teachers
through a transparent process,” the Chief
Minister said.

As per the release, Manik Saha, who is

also the Education Minister of the state, said
that the present government has opened
three new government colleges. Under the
Mukhyamantri Kanya Atmanirbhar Yo-
jana, female students have been provided
with scooters to encourage them in pursu-
ing higher education.

“We must work for the progress of
girls. For that, we have waived fees for
girl students in government colleges. Our
state government is also working to set up
a Women’s University to empower girls.
Many universities have expressed their de-
sire to open campuses in Tripura, as peace
now prevails here. We are trying to develop
the state into an education hub. MBBS seats
have also been increased along with the
establishment of Dental and Nursing colleg-
es,” he said. He informed that earlier people
had to join protest rallies for DA and DR.

“However, we have given 29 per cent,
and now the total DA and DR stand at 32 per
cent. In the coming days, we are trying to
reduce the DA and DR gap with the Central
government,” he added.

On this occasion, CM Saha handed over
the Pandit Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar Sam-
man to Dr. Atul Debbarma, Eminent Edu-
cationist, the Dr. Shyamaprasad Mukhar-
jee Samman to Samir Chakraborty,
Eminent Social Worker, and the Maharani
Tulsibati Samman to Pranati Debbarma,
Headmistress of DC Para Hemanta Smriti
Vidyalaya.

couple were reportedly miss-
ing from Sohra. According-
ly, a search operation was
launched immediately to find
the duo,” the press release
from Meghalaya police stated.

“After several days of in-
tensive search by Sohra Po-
lice, SOT, NDRF. SDREF, trek-
king groups and local people
from surrounding villages, a
body was found on 02.06.2025,
identified to be of (L) Raja Ra-
ghuvanshi from a deep gorge
at Arliang Riat Kunongrim,
Umblai near Wei Sawdong,
Sohra. In this connection,
Sohra PS Case No. 07/2025
u/s 103(1)/238(a)/309(6)/3(6) of
BNS Act was registered,” the
press release added.

“A 790 page charge sheet
against the arrested accused
along with substantial materi-
al evidence and enclosures has
been filed in the court of the
Judicial Magistrate 1st Class,

Sohra Sub-Division Court to-
day,” the press release said.

Raja Raghuvanshi, a new-
lywed who went to Meghalaya
on his honeymoon along with
his wife Sonam Raghuvanshi,
was found dead in a gorge near
Sohra (Cherrapunji) on June
2. Sonam, who had been miss-
ing for many days, was later
found near a roadside dhaba
along the Varanasi-Ghazipur
highway. The couple, both
residents of Indore in Madhya
Pradesh, had gone missing
during their honeymoon trip
to Meghalaya.

Earlier, as part of its inves-
tigation, the Meghalaya Police
SIT reconstructed the crime
scene as part of its investiga-
tion into the murder of Raja
Raghuvanshi. The murder
scene was recreated by the SIT
team in Sohra in the presence
of the accused, Sonam Raghu-
vanshi, and three others.

Nagaland educator Peleno
Petenilhu honoured with
National Teachers Award 2025

KOHIMA

Peleno Petenilhu, a dedicated educa-
tor from John Government Higher
Secondary School, Viswema, Kohi-
ma, has brought pride to the teaching
fraternity of Nagaland and the state at
large by receiving the prestigious Na-
tional Teachers Award 2025.

She was honored alongside 65 out-
standing educators from across India
during a ceremony held at Vigyan
Bhavan, New Delhi, on 5th Septem-
ber 2025.

India is home to approximately 9.8
million teachers, including 4.88 mil-
lion in government schools and 3.54
million in private institutions (as per
2021-22 UDISE+ data). To be recog-
nized among such a vast and diverse
teaching community is a remarka-
ble achievement- one that highlights
Peleno’s exceptional dedication and
impact.

With a career spanning over
two decades, Peleno has consistently
demonstrated her commitment to
nurturing young minds with com-
passion, creativity and purpose. She
began her teaching journey at Gov-
ernment High School Seikhazou, and
since 2014, she has been an integral
part of John Government Higher
Secondary School, Viswema, where
she continues to inspire students and
colleagues alike through her guiding
philosophy: “Education with Empa-
thy, Leadership with Purpose.”

One of her most impactful con-
tributions is the initiative “Each One
Teach One”, which mobilizes Class

12 students to mentor juniors from
underprivileged backgrounds. This
unique peer-learning model embod-
ies her belief that education extends
beyond textbooks and classrooms.
The initiative has not only empow-
ered mentees but has also instilled
leadership and empathy in the men-
tors — living proof of her motto: “In-
spire One, Empower Many.”

For Peleno, teaching is not just
a profession but a lifelong mission.
Her personal efforts to reduce stu-
dent dropouts — including home
visits, sponsoring admission fees
and even providing mobile phones to
disadvantaged learners—reflect her
deeprooted belief in “Transform-
ing Lives Through Compassionate
Teaching.”

As President of the English
Professional Learning Community
(PLC) in Kohima District, she active-
ly fosters collaboration among edu-
cators. Through WhatsApp groups,
online meetings, and in-person train-
ings, she facilitates peer learning
and professional development. She
has also contributed to digital edu-
cation by creating e-content for the
ABHYAAS ILearning Management
System (LMS) and by developing les-
son plans for the DIKSHA platform.

In recognition of her unwaver-
ing commitment and lasting impact,
Peleno was also conferred the State
Teacher Award in 2024. Her life
and work truly embody the belief
that: “One Teacher Can Transform
Countless Futures.”
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“Mamata Banerjees PM Modi will not address

party will be fmished
after next elections”:

BJP’s Dilip Ghosh

KHARAGPUR

Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader Dilip

Ghosh on Saturday took
ajibe at West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, claiming that
the Trinamool Congress
party will be “wiped out”
after the upcoming assem-
bly elections.

The BJP leader
compared the current
situation in West Bengal
with the downfall of the
Communist Party of
India (Marxist) and the
Congress in the state.

Speaking to ANI on the
Chief Minister’s remarks
in the assembly, Ghosh

said, “Mamata Banerjee’s
party will be finished
after the next elections.
See the condition of CPM
and Congress. They are so
corrupt that government
offices are in chaos, and

there is no law and order...

As aresult, people here
are suffering. Just as peo-
ple have taught a lesson to
CPM and Congress, they
will also face the same
fate.”

He further alleged
that the ruling Trinamool
Congress (TMC) had
pushed government
systems into disarray
through corruption and
mismanagement.

On Thursday, Mamata

Banerjee, while speaking
in the state assembly,
attacked the Bharatiya
Janata Party, asserting
that not a single BJP MLA
will remain in Bengal and
they will face inevitable
defeat.

She further added
that no party that wages
linguistic terror against
Bengalis can ever win
Bengal.

“I condemn BJP for
their persecution of
Bengalis. A time will soon
come when not a single
BJP MLA will remain
in Bengal. The people
themselves will ensure it.
BJP will face inevitable
defeat, for no party that
wages linguistic terror
against Bengalis can ever
win Bengal,” Mamata
Banerijee said.

Mamata Banerjee fur-
ther called the BJP a party
of “vote chor”, stating that
it is corrupt to its core.

“BJP is a party of vote-
chors, corrupt to the core,
persecutors of Bengalis,
and masters of deception.
BJP is a national disgrace,
and I condemn them in the
strongest terms,” she said.

The Trinamool
Congress moved a motion
under rule 169 condemn-
ing the alleged incidents
against the Bengali-
speaking people across the
country.

The remark came at a
time when political rival-
ry between the BJP and
TMC had been intensify-
ing ahead of the upcoming
assembly elections.

General Debate at high-
level UNGA session

UNITED NATIONS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
not address the General Debate at
the annual high-level session of the
United Nations General Assembly
later this month, according to a
revised provisional list of speakers
issued here.

The 80th session of the UN
General Assembly will open on
September 9. The high-level General
Debate will run from September
23-29, with Brazil as the traditional
first speaker of the session, followed
by the US.

US President Donald Trump will
address world leaders from the icon-
ic UNGA podium on September 23,
his first address to the UN session in
his second term in the White House.

According to a revised provision-
al list of speakers for the high-level
General Debate of the 80th session
of the General Assembly released
Friday, India will be represented by
a ‘minister’.

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar will address the session
on September 27.

According to a previous provi-
sional list of speakers issued in July,
Modi was scheduled to address the
General Debate on September 26. The
heads of government of Israel, China,
Pakistan and Bangladesh are sched-
uled to address the UNGA General
Debate on September 26.

Modi had travelled to the US in
February this year for a bilateral
meeting with Trump at the White
House in Washington. Trump has
imposed tariffs totalling 50 per cent
on India, including 25 per cent for
Delhi’s purchases of Russian oil.

The UNGA list of speakers for
the General Debate is provisional
and there is always possibility of
changes in schedules and speakers
ahead of the commencement of the
high-level week.

The list will continue to be updat-

ed accordingly.

Considered the “busiest diplomat-
ic season” of the year at the United
Nations Headquarters, the high-level
session opens in September annu-
ally. The session this year comes
amid the continued Israel-Hamas
war as well as the Ukraine conflict.
The theme for the 80th session is
‘Better together: 80 years and more
for peace, development and human
rights’.

The session will open with a
meeting to ‘Commemorate the 80th
Anniversary of the United Nations’
on September 22.

Marking the 30th anniversary
of the Fourth World Conference on

Women, the UN General Assembly
will convene a high-level meeting
centred on the theme “Recommitting
to, resourcing and accelerating
the implementation of the Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action
to achieve gender equality and the
empowerment of women and girls”.

The meeting will reflect on
progress since the landmark 1995
conference in Beijing and highlight
achievements, best practices, gaps,
and ongoing challenges in advanc-
ing gender equality worldwide, the
UN said.

UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres will convene a Climate
Summit on September 24 to serve

Al

as a platform for world leaders to
present their new national climate
action plans and seize the benefits
of the new clean energy era.

Other high-level meetings to
be held during the week include
Summit for a Sustainable, Inclusive
and Resilient Global Economy;
Noncommunicable Diseases and
Mental Health and Well-being;
30th Anniversary of the World
Programme of Action for Youth;
Launch of the Global Dialogue on
AI Governance; International Day
for the Total Elimination of Nuclear
Weapons; and Situation of Rohingya
Muslims and other minorities in
Myanmar.

'l always be friends with

Modi; India & US have
special tie, nothing to
worry about: Trump

WASHINGTON

Amid current tensions between
Washington and Delhi over tar-
iffs and purchase of Russian oil,
US President Donald Trump said
India and the United States have a
“special relationship” and there’s
nothing to worry about as the two
countries “just have moments on
occasion”. “T'll always be friends
with (Narendra) Modi... He’s a
great prime minister. He’s great.
ButIjustdon’tlike what he’s doing
at this particular moment. But

India and the United States have
aspecial relationship. There’s noth-
ing to worry about. We just have
moments on occasion,” Trump said
in the Oval Office on Friday.

The president was responding
toaquestion on whether he isready
toreset relations with India, as ties
between the two countries contin-
ue to reel under possibly the worst
phase in over two decades.

Trump also said he is “very
disappointed” that India would be
buying “so much oil” from Russia.

“I've been very disappointed
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that India would be buying somuch
oil from Russia, and I let them
know that. We put a very big tar-
iff on India, 50 per cent tariff, very
high tariff. I get along very well
with (Prime Minister Narendra)
Modi, he’s great. He was here a
couple of months ago,” Trump
said in response to a question on
his social media post that the US
has lost India and Russia to China.

In the Truth Social post, Trump
said that “Looks like we’ve lost
India and Russia to deepest, dark-
est, China. May they have a long

and prosperous future together!”

Trump had also posted an
old photo of Modi with Russian
President Vladimir Putin and
Chineseleader Xi Jinping. Trump’s
post on social media came days
after the bonhomie among Modi,
Xi and Putin at a summit of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) in the Chinese city of Tianjin
drew global attention. To a question
on how trade talks are going with
India and other countries, Trump
said, “They are going great. Other
countries are doing great. We're
doing great with all of them. We're
upset with the European Union
because of what’s happening with
not just Google, but with all of our
big companies.” Meanwhile, Trump
administration’s Senior Counselor
for Trade and Manufacturing, Peter
Navarro, said in a post on X that
India’s highest tariffs cost US jobs.

“India buys Russian oil purely
to profit/revenues feed Russia war
machine. Ukrainians/Russians die.
US taxpayers shell out more. India
can’t handle truth/spins,” Navarro
said. National Economic Council
Director Kevin Hassett said that
Trump and his trade team are dis-
appointed that India continues to
“fund” Russia’s Ukraine war.

“I think the trade team and the
president are disappointed that India
continues to fund Russia’s Ukraine
war, and hopefully it’s a diplomatic
issue that will have positive develop-
ment soon,” Hassett told reporters at
the White House on Friday.

Israel strikes high-rise
building as it sets sights
on taking over Gaza City

DEIR AL-BALAH

Israel struck a high-rise
building in Gaza City on
Friday after an evacuation
warning, as the military
stepped up operations aimed
at seizing control of the fam-
ine-stricken city of some 1
million Palestinians. Strikes
elsewhere in Gaza City killed
at least 27 people, health offi-
cials said.

The military accused
Hamas militants of using
high-rises in the city for
surveillance and planned
ambushes, and said it would
carry out “precise, targeted
strikes” on militant infra-
structure in the coming days.

Israel has begun mobi-
lizing tens of thousands of
reservists and is repeating
evacuation warnings as
part of its plan to widen its
offensive, which has sparked
opposition domestically and
condemnation abroad.

Palestinians said
Friday’s strike targeted the
Mushtaha tower in Rimal, an
upscale neighborhood before
the war. Gaza City resident
Ahmed al-Boari said people
fleeing Israeli operations
elsewhere in the city had
sought shelter in and around
the building. Satellite image-
ry showed a large number of
tents nearby.

It was not immediately
clear if anyone was wounded
or killed in the strike.

Israel said it struck the
building because it was
used by Hamas for surveil-
lance. Photos of the building
taken before Friday’s strike
showed that its roof was
already heavily damaged
from earlier raids.

Israel has declared Gaza
City, in the north of the
territory, to be a combat
zone. Parts of the city are
already considered “red
zones” where Palestinians
have been ordered to evacu-
ate ahead of expected heavy
fighting.

That has left residents on
edge, including many who
returned after fleeing the

city in the initial stages of
the war, which has already
displaced around 90% of the
territory’s population.

The offensive has also
sparked widespread protests
among Israelis who fear it
will endanger hostages still
held in Gaza, some of whom
are believed to be in Gaza
City. There are 48 hostages
still held in Gaza, 20 of them
believed by Israel to be alive.

Hamas released a prop-
aganda video Friday of two
hostages in Gaza City. The
video shows Guy Gilboa-
Dalal in a car, at one point
joined by another hostage,
Alon Ohel.

Gilboa-Dalal speaks, like-
ly under duress, pleading for
an end to the war and the
return of hostages. He was
last seen in a video more
than six months ago with
another hostage, Evyatar
David, as they watched other
hostages being released dur-
ing a ceasefire.

Israel’s has killed more
than 64,000 Palestinians,
according to Gaza’s Health
Ministry, which does not
say how many were civil-
ians or combatants but says
women and children make
up around half the dead.

Palestinians run for
cover during an Israeli air-
strike on a high-rise building
in Gaza City, Friday, Sept. 5,
2025, after the Israeli army
issued a prior warning.

Israeli settlers descended
on the Palestinian village of
Khallet A-Daba in the occu-
pied West Bank overnight,
attacking residents with
clubs and pepper spray, said
Palestinians who arrived at
the village in the attack’s
aftermath.

Video obtained from
Palestinian activist Adeeb
Huraini, 26, showed an
older man with cuts on his
head and leg, and a woman
whose headscarf was soaked
in blood.

Another video shows
Basel Adra, a local activist,
holding a baby with blood
on its head, calling for help

and saying there is “a lot
of blood.” Adra said nine
Palestinians were hospital-
ized after the attack.

Adra helped direct “No
Other Land,” an Oscar-
winning documentary about
settler violence in the area.
The Israeli military demol-
ished much of the village last
month.

The military did not
immediately respond to a
request for comment.

Israeli and Palestinian
human rights groups pro-
tested new U.S. sanctions
aimed at Palestinian civil
society, saying in a joint
statement that they would
inflict “severe harm on key
human rights organizations
that have worked for decades
to protect Palestinians.”

The Trump admin-
istration on Thursday
announced sanctions on
three Palestinian groups
— Al Haq, Al Mezan, and
the Palestinian Center for
Human Rights. The new
measures would make it
harder for them to receive
donations from the United
States.

Secretary of State Marco
Rubio said the U.S. was
targeting the groups over
their involvement with
the International Criminal
Court’s efforts to investigate,
arrest and prosecute Israelis.

Last year, the ICC
issued arrest warrants for
Netanyahu and his former
defense minister, alleging
crimes against humanity
in Gaza. The United States
and Israel have rejected the
allegations and the U.S. has
sanctioned a number of ICC
judges and prosecutors.

“The U.S. is effectively
punishing the very act of
addressing human rights
violations and abuses,” said
Ammar Dwaik, head of the
Palestinian Independent
Commission for Human
Rights. “This criminalizes
accountability and sets a
dangerous precedent world-
wide that governments can
silence investigators.”
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anipur Art Festival
Kicks Off with Vibrant

elebrations
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BISWADEEP GUPTA

IMPHAL
The two-day Manipur Art Festival began
on Saturday at the Manipur State Film
Development Society (MSFDS) Com-

plex in Imphal, promising a spectacular
showcase of artistic talent and cultural
heritage. The festival was inaugurated by
esteemed senior artists Ch. Premananda
Roy, Ksh Sarat Singh and Chandam Lalit
Singh setting the tone for a weekend of
creativity and innovation.A highlight

of the event was the participation of six
Internally Displaced People (IDP) artistes,
who captivated the audience with their
performances. The festival features 11 art
stalls, each showcasing diverse art forms,
including art exhibitions, fashion instal-
lations, face painting, and photography.

North = g‘flntegrutinn
East Rally

Peace Progress Prosperity

Attendees can look forward to interactive workshops,
engaging children’s activities, and a delightful array
of local culinary delights. The event is organised by
R&V Art House, with Robin Wahengbam, Director and
Co-founder, revealing that the main motive behind

the festival is to provide a platform for local artists to
showcase their talent, aligning with the agenda of “Art
for All.” This marks the fourth edition of the Manipur
Art Festival. Previous editions were held in 2018, 2019,
and a virtual edition in 2023. The festival promises to
be an unforgettable experience, celebrating the rich
artistic heritage of Manipur and beyond.
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The problem is not the
problem - The problem is
your attitude about the
problem.

SPACE
FOR

YOU
ONLY

Rs. 150/- per day

NAME CHANGE

I, M. GunadhonSingha, S/o.
Purnachand B Singha, R/o.
House No. 33, New Link
Road, ADC Colony, Rongpur
Part-IV, Silchar Pin Code
- 788009, Cachar, Assam
have changed my name
to GunadhonSingha for all
future purposes.

PLACEMENT

SERVICES

Fresher, job seekers can regis-
ter with KRC Placements.Send
resume to -
Seforsuccess@gmail.com
To source candidates, organ-
isation can contact KRC
Placements at
info@krcfoundation.org
For Details Visit:
https://bit.ly/krcplacements

y here:
https://bit.lyKRCPlacementForm

BUSINESS

DIRECTORY

Business establishments, educational
institutions, individual service pro-
iders etc. can enlist themselves or
dvertise their products or services a
he most reasonable cost in InfoCom
Diary. Send your details to InfoCom
lutions at: infocom.krc@gmail.com
ubmit Here: https://bit.ly

InfoComDiaryForm

Students can apply for a three-

months internship with KRC
Foundation. During the internship
the student can giet an opportu-
nity to work on alive project. On
successful completion the stu-
dent is awarded a certificate.
Apply to 5E for Success:
eforsuccess@gmail.com
For Details Visit:

https://bit.ly/krcstudentinternship
r

0
www.krcfoundation.org/prod-

ucts-services/training-develop-
ment-5e-for-success/internship

NE INDIA
WRITING STAR

CONTEST

Participate in NE India Writing Star
Contest and get your writings published.
Eligibility: From Class VI onwards. Each
participants receives a digital panicipa@-J
ion certificates. Send articles at: info
krcfoundation.org
For Details Visit:
https://bit.ly/NEIndiaWritingStarContest
krcfoundation.org/campaigns-csr,
ne-india-writing-star-contest

KRC TIMES

To engage with KRC TIMES,
please use the following e-mails
and WhatsApp Nos:
For News: krctimes@gmail.com
WP: 8721838313
r Advertisement: info@krcfoun-
dation.org / WP: 9330830083
For Subscription:krctimes@gmail.
com/ WP: 8721838313
Editor: biswadeep.gupta@gmail.
com/ WP: 8721838313

Published by KRC Foundation.H.No. 15, Old Kalibari Road, Malugram, Silchar, Assam 788002. Editor-in-chief: Biswadeep Gupta. Tel: 8721838313, e-mail: krctimes@gmail.com www.krctimes.com
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