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658-km Indo-Myanmar
Border road to become new
National Highway: Minister
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IMPHAL

Union Minister of State for Road
Transport and Highways Ajay Tam-
ta said that a 658-km Indo-Myanmar
border road project is under feasibil-
ity study and will soon be declared
a new National Highway. Also
Read - MNF’s R Lalthangliana wins
Dampa bypoll, retains seat with
562-vote margin Addressing a press
conference here last evening, Tamta
said: “The Union Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways (MoRTH)
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is working on 11 national highways
with a total length of 1,774 km in the
State.”

“A length of 747 km has been im-
proved with black topping till date,
converting single lane into two-lane
configurations, and the balance
length of 332 km will be completed
in the next financial year (2026-27),”
he said.

In total, 51 project packages are
under way, involving an expenditure
of Rs 12,000 crore over the past five
years, the minister added. Inform-

ing that the MoRTH is undertaking
extensive works to strengthen road
connectivity across Manipur, Tam-
ta said that these projects are being
implemented through the National
Highway and Infrastructure Devel-
opment Corporation (NHIDCL) Lim-
ited and the Manipur PWD.

The visiting Central minister
also noted that land acquisition and
forest clearance issues had caused
delay in implementation of 35 proj-
ect packages, but the NHIDCL has
renewed its focus to ensure timely
completion. He added that three
major highway corridors namely
Imphal-Jiribam (NH-37), Yaingang-
pokpi-Finch Corner (NH-202), and
Tamenglong-Mahur (NH-137), along
with Churachandpur-Tuivai (NH-
102B) and Maram-Peren (NH-129A),
are targeted for completion by 2025-
26. The minister also disclosed that
the NHIDCL is preparing detailed
project reports (DPRs) for additional
highways including the 262-km Chu-
rachandpur-Tipaimukh (NH-02) and
a Greenfield alignment of the 57.91-
km Mao-Senapati (NH-02).
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Workplace sexual
harassment undermines

women’s safety

, Says

MSCW chairperson

IMPHAL

The Manipur State Commission
for Women (MSCW) Chairperson,
Thumlip Tiningpham Monsang, on
Thursday stated that sexual harass-
ment in the workplace undermines
women’s dignity and safety.

She called for the strict imple-
mentation of preventive and redres-
sal measures across all government
and private institutions.

TT Monsang was speaking at
a one-day orientation and capac-
ity-building programme on the
“Sexual Harassment of Women at
Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition
and Redressal) Act, 2013” held at the
DC Conference Hall in Pherzawl dis-
trict.

MSCW, in collaboration with
the District Administration, Pherza-
wl, organised the event for the first
time in the district. Pherzawl, the
least developed district in Manipur,
shares borders with Myanmar and
Mizoram.

The event aimed to raise aware-
ness, promote accountability and
gender equality, and strengthen pre-

Sixteen infiltrators,
including 10
Rohingyas, pushed
back from Assam

GUWAHATI
Sixteen infiltrators, among them 10 Rohingyas and
six Bangladeshi nationals, were pushed back from
Assam in the early hours
of Friday, November 14,
Chief Minister Himanta
Il Biswa Sarma said.
The operation was car-
{ ried out around 12:30 am
through Gate 39, the chief
~| minister informed in a post
4 on X. Calling it “another
smooth operation,” Sar-
ma likened the precision
of the pushback to a scene
from Mission Impossible,
asserting that the state’s borders remain secure and
its security apparatus fully alert. He added that “no
multiverse anomaly” had been detected, extending
the reference to popular Hollywood franchises.
Sarma did not specify from which district the in-
filtrators were intercepted before being moved to the
border gate.

The Assam government has been intensifying
its actions against illegal immigration from Bangla-
desh, frequently pushing back individuals found to
have entered the state without valid documents.

WHO SAID WHAT

Now a days | find a racket in
State Bank India wherein I find
even my Cheques are being
dishonoured when there is
sufficient funds of mine in the
my Account. It seems there is
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Only 2% Assam Police
personnel found obese
in latest BMI test

GUWAHATI

Assam Police has stepped up its inter-
nal fitness reforms as the latest Annu-
al Body Mass Index (BMI) test revealed
that only 2.06% of its personnel fall un-
der the ‘obese’ category.

This year’s numbers, released af-
ter assessing 73,317 officers and staff,
show a consistent decline in obesity
levels since the fitness drive began
three years ago.

The force highlighted the progress
in a social media update, noting that its
ranks are becoming leaner, faster, and
more mission-ready with each phase
of the statewide health initiative.

The BMI test, introduced in 2023,
aims to raise physical readiness across
all units of the police department.

The latest round of the fitness as-
sessment began on August 16 at the
10th Assam Police Battalion headquar-
ters in Kahilipara.

Over the next several weeks, teams
conducted tests across districts, wrap-
ping up the process in early Septem-
ber.

Director General of Police Harmeet
Singh, who personally monitored the
launch of the drive along with senior
officers, said the initiative has made
personnel more aware of their physi-
cal well-being.

He pointed out that policing is an
extremely demanding profession, of-
ten depriving officers of proper rest
and regular meals.

According to him, BMI monitoring
helps personnel understand and adopt
healthier habits.

Singh also stressed that a fitter
force benefits not just the department
but also the families of police officials.

He noted that good health reduces
the risk of medical expenses and en-
sures that personnel appear confident
and disciplined in uniform.

As Assam Police continues
strengthening its operational pre-
paredness, the BMI drive has emerged
as a key tool in building a stronger,
healthier frontline force.

vention and redressal mechanisms
against workplace sexual harass-
ment. The Chairperson stated that
the commission plans to reach all
districts across Manipur. She urged
all offices in the district to form
Internal Complaints Committees
(ICC) as mandated by the Act and to
display awareness posters in work-
places to ensure a safe and respectful
work environment for women.

She emphasised that ensuring
women’s safety at workplaces is not
only a legal requirement but also a
moral responsibility.

Earlier, SK Sophia Moyon, Mem-
ber of MSCW, welcomed the partic-
ipants and expressed confidence
that the programme would enhance
awareness and promote accountabil-
ity among district officers and other
stakeholders.

T Chuongsin Koireng, Member
of MSCW; District Level Officers;
Police Officials; Esther Sanate,
representatives from the One Stop
Centre; and members of the Hmar
Women Association attended the
programme.

Nagaland govt forms
new commission to
review reservation policy
for jobs, education

GUWAHATI

The Nagaland government has
formed a new Reservation Re-
view Commission to examine
how tribes are represented in
public jobs and higher education.

This is the most significant
effort in recent years to review
rules on quotas and criteria for
identifying backwardness.

A notification issued in Ko-
hima on November 12 states that
retired IAS officer R. Ramakrish-
nan will chair the commission.

Members will include senior
officials from the Home, Law and
Justice, Higher and Technical
Education, and Personnel and
Administrative Reforms depart-
ments.

The Home Department will
provide logistical support, while
the Finance Department will
oversee the budget.

The commission has
wide-ranging powers, including
access to all government records
it deems necessary.

It can summon officials or de-
partments to provide information
essential for its work.

The panel’s tasks include re-
viewing legal and constitutional
provisions on reservations in In-
dia, evaluating economic and ed-

ucational indicators used for eli-
gibility, and assessing the impact
of Nagaland’s current reserva-
tion policies on employment and
professional course admissions.

The commission is also ex-
pected to consult with tribal
groups, student organizations,
employees’ associations, and oth-
er stakeholders to gather views
on fair representation.

It will suggest criteria for
tribes eligible for reservation,
recommend the overall per-
centage and distribution, and

determine the duration of these
benefits. Additionally, the com-
mission will look into gaps in
policy implementation and sug-
gest technology-driven solutions
to make the system efficient and
error-free.

The commission has six
months to submit its report. A
separate notification will specify
the chairperson’s remuneration.

The Cabinet approved the or-
der on October 21, 2025, replacing
an earlier notification issued on
September 22, 2025.

Assam’s [indangered State Bird Down

to Just 300 in NE Region:

WTI Report

GUWAHATI

Assam’s State bird - the white-winged
wood duck (deo hanh) — may be on the
brink of extinction. The Wildlife Trust
of India (WTI) is carrying out a survey
of the bird in Assam and Arunachal
Pradesh, and according to preliminary
estimates, only around 300 individuals
may be left in Northeast India.

he survey is part of a WTI project
that aims to bridge the information gap,
and outline and execute a long-term re-
covery plan in collaboration with the
forest department, local stakeholders,
and experts.

According to conservationist An-
waruddin Choudhury, who pioneered
studies on the white-winged wood duck,
the bird’s population in Assam could be
less than 200. “Their numbers have no-
ticeably declined in recent years. It is un-
likely that there are more than 200 such
ducks in Assam now,” he said.

According to estimates in his latest
book, the population of the duck has
dropped from around 350 in 1990 to less
than 200 by 2021 —a bulk of the population
now concentrated in Upper Dihing (west

block) Reserve Forest in Tinsukia dis-
trict. The only habitat — out of around 13
in the State — which saw a slight increase
in the count is Nameri. Also Read - Adani
Power & AGEL win Assam LoA for Rs
63,000-C energy projects Choudhury’s
figures are also quoted by BirdLife In-
ternational in their publications. His-
torically, the bird had a large range that
extended through much of eastern South

Asia, almost all of Southeast Asia and
parts of western Indonesian archipel-
ago. In many of these range states, the
bird is now extinct. Some fragmented
populations remain in Sumatra, Cam-
bodia, northern Myanmar and western
Thailand, and the global population has
declined by more than 80 per cent over
the past three generations. “Eastern As-
sam and Nameri National Park are its

strongholds. In eastern Assam, Dihing
Patkai National Park and adjacent for-
ests of Upper Dihing RF are currently
the most important habitats for the spe-
cies in the State. Small numbers occur
elsewhere in Sonai-Rupai wildlife sanc-
tuary, Hollongapar Gibbon Sanctuary,
Nambor, Doomdooma, Dangori, Torani,
Burhi-Dihing and Lumding RFs. Due to
habitat change, the occurrence of the spe-
cies has become doubtful in many areas
where there were past records, including
Barak valley region,” Choudhury wrote
in his book. The causes of the species
decline are multifaceted — destruction,
degradation, pollution and disturbance
of wetland habitats in forests, outright
deforestation, hunting and collection of
eggs, according to BirdLife Internation-
al. As per the assessment of BirdLife In-
ternational in 2024, this species has been
categorised as ‘critically endangered’
in the IUCN (International Union for
Conservation of Nature) Red List due to
the small and fragmented population. In
2003, the Government of Assam declared
white-winged wood duck as the ‘State
Bird of Assam’ to encourage further con-
servation efforts.

Meghalaya approves
amendment to raise fiscal
deficit ceiling from 3 per

SHILLONG

The Meghalaya Cabinet has ap-
proved an amendment to the Me-
ghalaya Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget Management (FRBM) Act,
2006, allowing the state to expand
its fiscal deficit limit in accor-
dance with central guidelines.
The amendment permits the
state government to increase its
fiscal deficit ceiling from 3 per
cent to 3.5 per cent of the Gross
State Domestic Product (GSDP).

Officials said the revision
aligns with the Government of
India’s framework for fiscal flex-
ibility and is expected to enable
additional borrowing to support
developmental and infrastruc-
tural needs. The enhanced bor-
rowing space is likely to help the
state finance ongoing projects
and strengthen public investment
without violating national fiscal
norms. The amendment will take
effect once it is formally passed in
the Assembly
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WHEN THE
SKY RAINS
FIRE

n Sky Alert! What Happens When Satellites

Fail (2013), Les Johnson had written about

satellites being brought down by orbital de-

bris, solar storms and war. In his 2021 novel

Out of Sight, Martin Granger wrote about
rogue orbital junk colliding with geosynchronous
satellites—such as the GPS network that orbits
at about 20,000 km—and sending them crashing
down to Earth. Both the nonfiction and fictional
prognoses were brutal: in the collision chain re-
action, GPS would be disabled, resource and en-
vironmental monitoring lost, flights would crash,
spysats and military recon would die, and satellite
telescopes blinded.

The domain of science fiction and somewhat
outré intellectual maundering a quarter-centu-
ry ago, no longer is a cascading satellite-collision
event considered improbable. In the third week of
October, a piece of smoking space junk landed in
the desert on an access road to a mine in the Pilba-
raregion of Western Australia, and reignited slow-
burn concerns that the Kessler Syndrome, which
all space scientists fear, had become not an ‘if’, but
a ‘when’.

It is a near-mantra in catastrophology that
there is a wait period of roughly half-a-century be-
fore theory becomes fact. Nasa scientists Donald
Kessler and Burton Cour-Palais proposed the Kes-
sler Syndrome theory in 1978: that overcrowding
in low Earth orbit—800-2,000 km in space, where
most satellites are parked—could start a domino
effect of collisions with cataclysmic impacts. In
a sense, it is time for the theory to show its teeth.
And it has.

As of 2022, there were an estimated 15,100 met-
ric tonnes of space debris shooting round Earth
—-54,000 pieces 10 cm in length and longer (about
9,300 of them with active payloads), 1.2 million
1-10 cm in size, and more than 140 million from 1
mm to 1 cm. The ones less than a centimetre were
considered technically impossible to track — until
the Pilbara piece crashlanded. It was 150 cm in di-
ameter, and should have been visible, but wasn’t.
The space archaeologist Alice Gorman, author of
the 2019 book Dr Space Junk vs the Universe said,
“There was no indication it was going to re-enter
right now so people weren’t expecting it—when I
went to look for re-entry predictions I couldn’t find
anything, which is an indication of the suddenness
of it.” According to the US Aerospace Corpora-
tion, a space object catalogue or satellite catalogue
is maintained by Joint Combined Space Opera-
tions Center (CSpOC) at Vandenberg Air Force
Base, part of the US Strategic Command. One of
CSpOC’s missions is to detect, track, and iden-
tify all objects in Earth orbit in addition to mon-
itoring the International Space Station and other
Nasa satellites for collisions. Also located at Van-
denberg Air Force Base is the US Air Force’s 18th
Space Control Squadron, which operates the Space
Surveillance Network, which oversees radar and
optical sensors at various sites around the world.
These sensors observe and track objects that are
larger than a softball in low Earth orbit (LEO) and
basketball-sized objects or larger, in higher, geo-
synchronous orbits. The sensors can determine
which orbit the objects are in, and that informa-
tion is used to predict close approaches, reentries
and the probability of a collision.” In the event,
CSpOC missed the Pilbara spacejunk altogether,
raising questions about not only the efficacy of its
panoptical claims but also about whether it is pos-
sible to track space debris individually in a sky full
of them like confetti. The Aerospace Corporation
says that the “US military is currently tracking
about 20,000 objects and has cataloged more than
40,000 objects over the years”. This means that the
US military is currently tracking 0.014 percent
of space debris, most but hardly all too tiny to be
tracked. It’s like playing catch while blindfolded.
The European Space Agency’s Space Environment
Report 2025 says that “intact satellites or rocket
bodies are now re-entering the Earth atmosphere
on average more than three times a day”. Tipping
Points of Space Debris in Low Earth Orbit, a pa-
per published in the International Journal of the
Commons in January 2024, says, “Over the past
decade, the annual number of recorded re-entries
has dramatically increased, averaging around 300
yearly re-entries from 2012 to 2019 and then grow-
ing to nearly 2000 yearly re-entries in 2021 to 2023.”
Gorman speculated that the Pilbara spacejunk
could be the end-stage from a Chinese Jielong-3
rocket launched in late September. A paper pre-
sented at the International Astronautical Congress
in Sydney in early October states that 88 percent
of “the 50 most concerning pieces of space junk in
low Earth orbit” were rocket bodies. But while the
origin of the debris remains speculation—an in-
vestigation by the Australian Space Agency could
take months—the Chinese National Space Agency
reached out to Nasa “over a manoeuvre to prevent
a possible collision between satellites”.

‘Nearspace’ has, according to the Space Debris
User Portal, about 15,860 satellites, 12,900 of them
functioning as of October 21. At the current rate
of rocket launches—258 in 2024 (the maximum in
any year since the first launch in 1957), with the US
leading with 145 launches - the end of this decade
could see about 70,000 active satellites at altitudes
below 2,000 km. “If space debris is not stabilised in
the relative near-term,” says the IJC paper, “any
deferred efforts to clean LEO or reduce active mis-
sions will only grant a few additional decades.”

Imagine the sky afire with raining debris.

Laughter is not at all a bad beginning
for a friendship, and it is far the best

ending for one. - Oscar Wilde

HE DELHI BLAST

THE GENERAL'S

SHADOW A NATION'S
ALL'TO RESOLVE

MAJ GEN SANJEEV DOGRA (RETD)

The first sound was a thunderclap that tore

through the familiar hum of Delhi. A roar
of metal, dust, and shattered lives near the
ancient walls of the Red Fort. The silence
that followed on November 10th was more
profound than any siren; it was a collective
gasp, a prelude to a complex geopolitical
reckoning. The attack, which claimed 13
lives and scarred many more, was not a
random act of violence. It was the violent,
desperate culmination of two parallel nar-
ratives racing towards a fatal intersection.

One was being written in the clandes-
tine safe houses of a terror network span-
ning from the valleys of Kashmir to the
suburbs of Haryana. The other was being
debated in the shadowy corridors of power
in Islamabad, where a proposed constitu-
tional amendment, the 27th that threatens
to formally anoint the Pakistani military
as the nation’s supreme, unaccountable au-
thority. To view these threads as separate
is to misunderstand the modern nature of
conflict. The Delhi blast is a direct tremor
from a state restructuring itself for perpet-
ual hostility, and India’s response must be
as integrated, strategic, and resilient as the
threat it faces.

The Constitutional Fortification of a
Deep State

In Pakistan, a profound and alarming
transformation is being advanced under the
guise of legislative process. The proposed
27th Constitutional Amendment represents
far more than political tinkering; it is the
potential codification of a “constitutional
coup,” a move to formally anoint the Army
Chief as the nation’s supreme military au-
thority. This proposed role, envisioned as
a Chief of Defence Forceswould, analysts
warn, be endowed with sweeping powers,
legal immunity, and ultimate veto over se-
curity and foreign policy, effectively institu-
tionalizing the deep state.

The implications for India are grave
and direct. Should this amendment pass, it
would do more than reshuffle power in Is-
lamabad; it would legally insulate the very
engine of cross-border terrorism. This is the
logical culmination of a long-standing re-
ality, formally transforming the Pakistani
military from a state within a state into
the state itself. The civilian government,
perennially a puppet, would find its strings
severed, leaving the generals as the sole
architects of a policy where terrorism re-
mains a core strategic tool. This legal shield
would surgically remove the last vestiges
of deniability, placing the army above the
law it claims to uphold and emboldening
it to pursue its adversarial agenda against
India with renewed and unchecked impu-
nity. The Delhi blast, therefore, cannot be
seen in isolation, it is a potential preview of
a future where such aggression is not just
sponsored, but constitutionally sanctioned.
W 'lI)‘he Unraveling of a White-Collar Terror

e

The chain of events that would culmi-
nate in the Delhi blast began not with an
explosion, but with the chilling discovery
of an AK-47 rifle in a doctor’s locker at a
hospital in Anantnag. This was among the
earliest leads of a terrifying new reality: a
“white-collar terror ecosystem” where ex-
U“:lmism hid behind professional creden-
tials.

That initial clue ignited a frantic, multi-
state investigation. The trail led from the
Kashmir hospital to a residential building
in Faridabad, where authorities uncovered
a plot of staggering scale, a massive cache
0f 2,900 kg of ammonium nitrate and sophis-
ticated bomb-making equipment. The ar-
chitects were not traditional militants, but
individuals using their social standing as a
perfect cloak, operating from the very heart
of our communities.

The net began to tighten. As security
forces conducted coordinated raids and ar-
rests on November 10th, the cell began to
implode under the pressure. In a final, des-
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perate act, a cornered operative triggered a
vehicle-borne explosive in Delhi. The blast
was not a precision strike, but the violent,
premature finale of a network being dis-
mantled in real-time. A spider lashing out
as its web was destroyed.

The operational DNA of this network,
from the doctor’s weapon to the suburban
bomb factory, points directly to the support
of Pakistan-based terror outfits. The pro-
posed 27th Amendment in Pakistan, which
would constitutionally shield its military
command, threatens to transform this ter-
ror pipeline. It would elevate the military
from a sponsor that can be plausibly denied
to alegally protected guardian of terror, em-
boldening it to cultivate more such deadly
ecosystems with absolute impunity

A History of Emboldenment: From Zia’s
Playbook to Munir’s Potential

To understand the grave implications,
one must listen to the ghosts of past wars.
This playbook is not new; it is a cherished
heirloom in the Pakistani military’s ar-
senal. In the 1980s, General Zia-ul-Haq
launched Operation Tupac (later known
as Operation Gibraltar’s ideological suc-
cessor), a deliberate, long-term strategy to
inflict a “thousand cuts” on India by fueling
insurgency in Punjab and Kashmir. It was a
cold, calculated policy of using asymmetric
warfare to bleed a larger adversary, setting
f311 precedent that has defined decades of con-

ict.

A decade later, General Pervez
Musharraf, then Army Chief, greenlit the
Kargil misadventure, a reckless gamble
that saw Pakistani soldiers and militants
infiltrate across the Line of Control, bring-
ing the two nuclear-armed nations to the
brink of all-out war. Like the proposed
amendment, Kargil was an operation con-
ceived and executed by the military, with
the civilian leadership kept deliberately in
the dark. It was a stark demonstration of
how a militarized decision-making process,
unconstrained by political oversight, can
hurtle a region towards catastrophe.

Today, an empowered military com-
mand, potentially shielded by a consti-
tutional amendment, would be far more
emboldened. The deep state would no lon-
ger need to manipulate a civilian facade;
it could act with direct, legally-sanctioned
authority. The tools of hybrid warfare,
the deniable proxies, the drone swarms,
the cyber-attacks, and the radicalization
of white-collar professionals would not be
instruments of policy, but the policy itself.
The abetment of terrorism would transition
from a covert act to a sovereign right, pro-
tected by the nation’s highest law.

The Imperative for a Unified National
Response

The sophisticated, hybrid nature of the
threat we facefrom constitutionally-embold-
ened adversaries to radicalized profession-
als in our midst demands a response that is
equally integrated and resilient. India’s an-
swer cannot be confined to a single ministry
or security agency; it must be a unified na-
tional endeavor, a seamless fusion of state
capability and societal strength. The Delhi

blast is a grim reminder that our security
architecture must evolve from a collection
of independent pillars into a single, fortified
fortress. This requires decisive action on
three interconnected fronts, transforming
policy from reactive to proactive, and citi-
zens from bystanders to sentinels.

For the Government and Security Appa-
ratus, the response must be both legally pre-
cise and strategically uncompromising. A
swift, watertight NIA investigation is para-
mount, presenting irrefutable evidence that
resonates in domestic courts and the court
of global opinion. But evidence alone is in-
sufficient. Our diplomacy must pivot to a
sustained offensive, explicitly linking atroc-
ities like the Delhi blast to Pakistan’s consti-
tutional power-grab, exposing its military
as the true author of this tragedy. Concur-
rently, the doctrine of deterrence-by-pun-
ishment must be visibly reaffirmed. Any
military response should be a precise, cal-
ibrated strike on terror infrastructure, a
message delivered not in rhetoric, but in
the rubble of jihadist camps, establishing
that India holds the Pakistani military
command personally and institutionally
accountable for any aggression emanating
from its soil.

This national strategy must be anchored
locally through revolutionary civil-mili-
tary fusion. District Fusion Rooms must
evolve from concept to operational reality,
becoming nerve centers where civilian
and military leaders co-locate during cri-
ses, fusing local intelligence with national
strategy in real-time. Simultaneously, we
must strategically leverage our vast reser-
voir of veteran expertise through a formal
Veteran-Citizen Corps, channeling ex-ser-
vicemen to train community watch groups,
harden critical infrastructure, and build
local resilience. This secures the vulnerable
“last mile,” transforming society from a soft
target into a participatory defense network.

Ultimately, citizens must evolve from by-
standers to active sentinels. This demands
Community Preparedness through security
drills, Digital Vigilance against online rad-
icalization, and above all, Social Cohesion
is our ultimate armor against division. A
resilient citizenry that stands united denies
terrorists their primary victory, raising the
cost of aggression beyond any adversary’s
means. This is the blueprint for an India
that doesn’t just respond to threats, but an-
ticipates and neutralizes them through the
collective will of its people.

A Thought for the Future: The Fortress
and the Will

The path ahead is fraught with the vol-
atility of a changing Pakistan and the per-
sistence of ancient hatreds. The Delhi blast,
viewed through the lens of the proposed
27th Amendment, marks a definitive end to
ambiguity. We are no longer dealing mere-
ly with a rival state, but with a potential
military junta that seeks to weaponize its
very constitution. The challenge is formi-
dable, but India’s strength has always lain
in its unity and democratic resilience. By
fusing the capabilities of our government,
the courage of our security forces, the wis-

dom of our veterans, and the vigilant will of
a billion citizens, we can transform from a
target into a fortress. The blueprint for secu-
rity is clear; it requires not just the might of
the state, but the determined, unbreakable
resolve of its people, standing together as
the ultimate guardians of the nation’s safe-
ty, dignity, and future.

DIGITAL WAR OF WORDS

I am gravely
concerned by

recent reports of
mass atrocities &C
gross human rights
violations in EI Fasher
& worsening violence
in the Kordofans in
Sudan. The flow of
weapons & fighters
from external parties
must be cut off. The
flow of humanitarian
aid must be able

to quickly reach
civilians in need. The
hostilities must stop.
I call on the Sudanese
Armed Forces &

the Rapid Support
Forces to take

swift, tangible steps
toward a negotiated
settlement. ~
Antonio Guterres,
Secretary General,
United Nations

Post NEP 2020 Reforms in Education

MOHAMMAD AKRAM

In India, the NEP 2020 introduces significant
reforms in school and higher education, empha-
sising a holistic, flexible, and multidisciplinary
education system rooted in the Indian ethos and
adapted to the 21st century.

In schools, it replaces the 10+2 structure with
a 5+3+3+4 framework across foundational, pre-
paratory, middle, and secondary stages, empha-
sising early childhood care, curricular flexibility,
assessment reform, and multilingual education.
The reforms prioritise universal Foundational
Literacy and Numeracy (FLN), integrated arts and
sciences, and vocational education from Grade 6.
Higher education seeksto increaseaccess, promote
multidisciplinary institutions, introduce a 50%
GER by 2035, and reform regulations viathe Higher
Education Commission. Some of the Key Initiatives
include PM SHRI, DIKSHA, VidyaPravesh, and the
National Credit Framework, which supports the
NEP’s vision for a modern, equitable education
system.

Even though the National Education Policy
(NEP)2020 has triggered a shift in classroom teach-
ing and learning, its full realisation at the ground
level isawork in progress, harmonisingenthusiasm
for change with significant practical challenges. The
policy aims tofundamentally transform the class-
room experience, movingaway from rote memori-
sation toward holistic, competency-based learning.
Teachers are encouraged to adopt pedagogies that
involve hands-on activities, practical application,

storytelling, and art/sports-integrated learning.
This replaces the traditional focus on merely cov-
ering textbook content. For instance, teachers are
observedusing more creative Teaching-Learning
Materials (TLMSs) beyond just textbooks.

The policy also aims tofocus on Foundational
Skills (FLN); therefore, high priority is given to
achieving Foundational Literacy and Numeracy by
Grade3. Thishasled to the development and imple-
mentation of play-based and activity-based learning
modules, especially in the new Foundational Stage
(Ages 3-8). Moreover,in higher grades, a flexible,
multidisciplinary approach, combined with the
removal of rigid stream boundaries (Science, Arts,
and Commerce), is beginning to offer students the
flexibility to combine subjectsthey are interested
inand promote cross-disciplinary thinking.

One of the major reforms post NEP 2020 is the
Assessment Reform. The focus is shifting from
high-stakes summative exams toformative assess-
ment that tests conceptual understanding, critical
thinking, and application of knowledge. The goal is
tomove towards a Holistic Progress Card. Besides,
thereisan increased push to use themothertongue/
locallanguage as themedium of instruction, at least
up to Grade 5, which teachers largely understand
will help children grasp non-trivial concepts more
quickly. However, translating the NEP’s vision into
consistent, high-quality practice in the country
presents several real-world hurdles. The teach-
ers, accustomed to traditional methods, require
extensive and ongoing training (CPD) to effectively

implement the new, sophisticated, and flexible ped-
agogies (like competency-based assessment and
experiential learning). It has been observed that
in many government and rural schools, the lack
of digital infrastructure (functional computers,
internet, smart classrooms) and basic facilities
(accessible toilets, ramps) limits the adoption of
technology-driven and inclusive learning practices
envisioned by the NEP.

Ahigh proportion of primary classrooms, par-
ticularly in rural areas, are multi-grade, making it
challenging for teachers to deliver grade-specific,
play-basedlearningfor thefoundational stageas per
the NEP’s structural vision (5+3+3+4). While NEP
championsdigitallearning(e.g., through DIKSHA),
students in rural and low-income areas often lack
reliable internet access or personal devices, exac-
erbating educational inequity. Above all, there is
resistance or confuision among parents, students,
and sometimes administrators who arestill fixated
on rote learning and high grades for admission,
questioning the value of new assessment meth-
ods or multi-entry/exit options. Besides, funding
and resource allocation remain key constraints.
Moreover, the successful translation of the new
National Curriculum Framework (NCF) into
revised, user-friendly textbooks and learning
materials for every grade and regional context is
amassive, ongoing trial.

The NEP 2020 is a major reform requiring
ongoing, phased efforts by the Central and State
Governments. While progress has been made

through frameworks and schemes, gaps remain,
mainly in resources and capacity. Though the
Ministry of Education and regulatory bodies like
UGC, AICTE, and NCERT havelaunched initiatives
such as the new curricular structure (5+3+3+4),
NIPUN Bharat for foundational literacy and numer-
acy, the PARAKH assessment centre, the ITEP
teacher training program, and the PM SHRI model
schools in School education and the Academic Bank
of Credit, the National Credit and Higher Education
Qualification Frameworks, the National Research
Foundation, and guidelines for foreign institutions
in Higher education, along with expanded digital
platforms like DIKSHA and SWAYAM. Yet the
implementation faces gaps,such as underfund-
ing, with public spending below the targeted 6%
of GDP, infrastructure deficits, slow regulation of
privatefees, insufficient teacher training, societal
bias against vocational education, coordination
issues between the Centre and States, curriculum
overload, and administrative challenges for mul-
tiple entry/exit systems.

In essence, while the philosophy of NEP 2020
hasbeen widely accepted and isdriving change in
pedagogy (especially in early childhood education),
the systemic challenges of infrastructure, teacher
capacity, and administrative alignment mean that
the implementation isphased and varies significant-
ly between states and school types. Nevertheless,
successful NEP 2020 implementation depends on
political resolve, increased fnding, comprehensive
teacher training and empowering teachers.
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Assam evictions spark fears of influx: Arunachal Himanta predicts Assam without
indigenous bodies warn of rising |Ilegal immigrants

ITANAGAR

The Arunachal Pradesh Indigenous
Youth Organisation (APIYO) has
voiced serious concern over a potential
rise in illegal immigrants entering the
state following ongoing eviction drives
in neighbouring Assam.

Addressing a press conference in
Itanagar, APIYO President Taro Sonam
Liyak issued a seven-day ultimatum to
the state government to identify and
deport illegal immigrants and disman-
tle unauthorised religious structures
allegedly constructed without official
sanction.

Liyak warned that Arunachal
Pradesh, being a sensitive border state
sharing international boundaries with
China and Bhutan, and a long inter-
state boundary with Assam, faces sig-
nificant demographic threats due to
unchecked migration. He alleged that
many illegal Bangladeshi immigrants
were moving into tribal-dominated ar-
eas of Arunachal in the aftermath of
eviction operations in Assam.

Condemning the recent blast in Del-

Arunachal
restructures power
depttorealiseits

hi, Liyak urged the state government
to implement the Inner Line Permit
(ILP) system more strictly, as mandat-
ed under the Bengal Eastern Frontier
Regulation Act of 1873, to safeguard the
state’s indigenous demography. “Arun-
achal Pradesh is a tribal-majority state
with a population of less than 10 lakh.
Any influx of outsiders poses a direct
threat to our identity, culture, and se-
curity,” he said.

The Indigenous body demanded the
immediate dismantling of unauthor-
ised constructions, including illegal

Nagaland sets up panel to
review reservation policy

madrasas and mosques in the capital
region, and called for a ban on unreg-
ulated weekly markets allegedly oper-
ated by illegal migrants in Hollongi,
Doimukh, and nearby areas. These
markets, Liyak said, were undermin-
ing the livelihoods of local tribal trad-
ers.

Citing internal data, APIYO
claimed that in the Nirjuli-Naharlagun
belt alone, there are around 13,730 Mus-
lim residents, of whom at least 20 per
cent are allegedly Bangladeshi immi-
grants. The group also alleged that only

one out of a dozen mosques in the area
has the requisite legal approval.
Clarifying his stand, Liyak empha-
sised that the organisation’s movement
was not directed against any religious
community but aimed at preventing
illegal activities and preserving the
rights of the indigenous people of Arun-
achal Pradesh. “Our protest is against
unlawful settlement and demographic
imbalance, not faith or community,”
he stated, urging youths, communi-
ty-based organisations, and political
groups to unite in support of the cause.

APIYO has a history of activism on
indigenous rights issues and had ear-
lier organised a rally in October to de-
mand stronger enforcement of land and
migration regulations amid concerns
over rapid urbanisation and rising mi-
grant populations in the state.

The organisation has warned of
statewide demonstrations if the gov-
ernment fails to respond within the
seven-day deadline, asserting that the
protection of Arunachal’s tribal iden-
tity and demographic integrity must
remain a top administrative priority.

BJP, says ‘three’ (Gogois are
blggest Miya sympathisers

GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma on November 13 launched a sharp
attack on the Congress and opposition
leaders, asserting that without the BJP in
power, “the entire Assam — starting from
Dispur — would have been taken over by
the Miya community.”

Speaking to reporters, Sarma said,
“All must be confident of one thing — the
day BJP ceases to be in power, Assam will
be taken over by the Miyas. I am predict-
ing this today itself. Those who curse the
BJP will one day regret it, because we are
standing as the embankment between the
Miya and the indigenous people.”

The Chief Minister went on to claim
that around 40 per cent of the population
is “ferocious” and “aggressive,” adding,
“They post things fearlessly on Facebook
even when the BJP is in power. Imagine
what they will do if Congress returns to
power. They will take over everything.”

In a provocative statement, Sarma
linked the issue to demographic changes
and alleged criminal tendencies, saying,
“They can molest a woman, cut her into
pieces and throw her into water — that is
their history. The public must understand
this and stand united, or else we won’t be
able to survive.”

Taking a direct swipe at his political
rivals, Sarma said, “The three Gogois —
Lurinjyoti Gogoi, Akhil Gogoi, and Gau-
rav Gogoi — are the biggest supporters of
the Miya community, not Gogoi support-
ers.”

The Chief Minister’s remarks are ex-
pected to ignite a fresh political storm in
Assam, drawing strong reactions from op-
position parties and civil society groups
over his communal and polarising state-
ments.

NIA raids Tripura, Meghalaya and three

dream of becoming
India’s hydropower
capital

ITANAGAR

The Government of Arunachal
Pradesh today implemented
a major restructuring of the
Department of Hydropower
Development (DHPD), intro-
ducing a basin-wise adminis-
trative setup. Power Minister
Chowna Mein formally handed
over basin-wise charges to the
newly designated Chief Engi-
neers, marking the beginning
of a new era in hydropower
management.

Approved by the State Cab-
inet on May 13, 2025, the re-
structuring—termed DHPD
2.0—aims to make the depart-
ment more efficient, account-
able, and technically robust to
meet the growing demands of
the state’s booming hydropow-
er sector.

Under this initiative, 96 new
technical and ministerial posts
have been created to enhance
manpower and field-level op-
erations. The department has
been reorganised basin-wise
into Kameng, Subansiri, Siang,
and Dibang-Lohit-Tirap, with
each basin placed under the su-
pervision of a Chief Engineer
empowered to oversee project
execution, monitoring, and co-
ordination within their juris-
diction.

Work allocation among
Chief Engineers has been
streamlined to ensure timely
project delivery and improved
inter-departmental coordi-
nation. Circles and divisions
within the department have
also been renamed after major
rivers, symbolizing Arunachal
Pradesh’s deep cultural and
geographical connection to its
waterways.

The transformation further
focuses on strengthening tech-
nical capacities across all lev-
els, with a renewed emphasis
on providing engineers with
exposure to large-scale nation-
al and international hydropow-
er projects.

KOHIMA

A new Reservation Review Com-
mission has been formed by the Na-
galand government to reassess how
tribes in the state are represented in
public employment and higher ed-
ucation. The move marks the most
significant push in recent years to
revisit long-standing rules on quotas
and criteria for determining back-
wardness.

According to the notification is-
sued in Kohima on November 12, the
panel will be chaired by retired IAS
officer R Ramakrishnan, with senior
officials from the Home, Law and
Justice, Higher and Technical Edu-
cation, and Personnel and Adminis-
trative Reforms departments serving
as members. The Home Department
will also provide logistical support,
while the Finance Department will
handle budget requirements.

The Commission has been grant-
ed broad authority, including access
to all government records it consid-
ers relevant. It may call any official
or department to brief it, a power de-
scribed in the order as necessary for
“the discharge of its duties”.

Its mandate covers a wide set of
tasks: reviewing constitutional and
legal provisions on reservations
across India, scrutinising econom-
ic and educational indicators used
for determining eligibility, and as-
sessing the impact of Nagaland’s
current policy on employment and
admissions to technical and profes-
sional courses. The panel has also
been asked to hold extensive consul-
tations with tribal bodies, student
groups, employees’ associations and
other stakeholders to gauge views on
equitable representation. It will pro-
pose criteria for identifying tribes
eligible for reservation, recommend
the overall percentage and internal
distribution, and consider the dura-
tion for which such benefits should
apply. Another key responsibility is
examining gaps in implementation
and suggesting technology-based
improvements to make the system
“robust, error free and fool proof”.

The Commission has been
given six months to submit its
report. A separate notification
will outline remuneration for the
chairperson.

other states, uncover Al-Qaeda links
involving |Ilegal Bangladeshl immigrant

GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on November 13
launched a sharp attack on the
Congress and opposition lead-
ers, asserting that without the
BJP in power, “the entire As-
sam — starting from Dispur —
would have been taken over by
the Miya community.”

Speaking to reporters, Sar-
ma said, “All must be confident
of one thing — the day BJP ceas-
es to be in power, Assam will
be taken over by the Miyas. I
am predicting this today itself.
Those who curse the BJP will
one day regret it, because we
are standing as the embank-
ment between the Miya and the
indigenous people.”

The Chief Minister went
on to claim that around 40 per

cent of the population is “fero-

cious” and ‘“aggressive,” add-
ing, “They post things fearless-
ly on Facebook even when the

Manipur reports fresh African swine fever
outhreak; authorities issue containment orders

L —

IMPHAL

A fresh outbreak of African Swine
Fever (ASF) has been confirmed
in Manipur, prompting veterinary
authorities to activate rapid con-
tainment measures across affected
districts.

The Directorate of Veterinary
and Animal Husbandry Services
notified the outbreak on November
13, identifying affected locations
in Kakching and Churachandpur
districts. The disease was detect-
ed at properties belonging to M
Barunkumar in Moirangthem
Leikai Khamlangba Pareng, M.
Ramananda in Kakching Turel
Wangma (Ward No. 5), and
Khaimuon in Kangvai Village.

African swine fever is a highly
contagious viral disease affecting
domestic and wild pigs, causing
high mortality rates and severe eco-

nomic losses to farmers. However,
Director R.K. Khogendrajit Singh
emphasised that the disease is
not zoonotic and “does not infect

humans and therefore poses norisk
to public health”.

The department has deployed
60 rapid response teams across
all districts to implement control
measures in accordance with the
National Action Plan for Control,
Containment and Eradication of
African Swine Fever (2020). The
operation involves collaboration
with district administration, forest
offices, and village and block-level
authorities. Under the Prevention
and Control of Infectious and
Contagious Diseases in Animals
Act (2009), African swine fever is
classified as a notifiable disease,
triggering mandatory containment
protocols. A dedicated control room
has been established at the State
Veterinary Hospital in Sanjenthong,
providing daily updates on contain-
ment measures at 5.30 pm.

Affected farmers and residents

can contact the Joint Director for
Kakching and Thoubal districts
on 7085545721, or the Joint Director
for Churachandpur district on
9436031052. Necessary logistics
for eradication efforts have been
distributed to joint directors in the
affected districts.

Director Singh issued strict
directives prohibiting the move-
ment of pigs, pig feed, or infected
materials from designated infect-
ed and surveillance zones, which
will be formally notified by district
authorities. The disposal of pig car-
casses or any pig remains in water
bodies, roadsides, or fields is also
banned.

The director urged residents to
“extend full co-operation in control,
containment and eradication meas-
ures” whilst reiterating that people
should “not panic as the disease is
not transmissible to humans”.

Supreme Court panel seeks Assam govt's reply on
waste plant near Kazwanga National Park

GUWAHATI

The Supreme Court’s Central Em-
powered Committee (CEC) has asked
the Assam government to submit its
response within four weeks on the
setting up of a controversial waste
management facility near Kaziranga
National Park.

The directive follows a petition
challenging the construction of a Ma-
terial Recovery Facility (MRF) and a
Faecal Sludge Treatment Plant (FSTP)
at Latabari in Bokakhat. Environmen-
talists fear the project could threaten
Kaziranga’s delicate ecosystem.

The case was filed by environmen-
tal activist Rohit Choudhury, who
warned that the site—barely 60 to 70
metres from the Difaloo River—pos-
es serious risks to both the river and
the surrounding landscape. The Di-
faloo, which flows about 42 kilometres
through Kaziranga before joining the
Brahmaputra, is a key water source
for the park’s wildlife.

During the hearing, advocate Shi-
bani Ghosh, representing the petition-
er, urged the CEC to immediately halt
any waste dumping within or near

Quest

That moment when you randomly feel
depressed for no apparent reason may indicate
that you're actually missing someone.

Kaziranga’s eco-sensitive zone and to
relocate the Latabari site.

She noted that despite repeated ap-
peals, the state government had failed

to act decisively to protect the park,
which shelters the world’s largest pop-
ulation of one-horned rhinos.

The Assam government’s position

was presented by Special Chief Sec-
retary (Environment & Forests) M.K.
Yadava, while Advocate Abha Singh
represented the Bokakhat Municipal
Board.

A report submitted by the As-
sam Environment, Forest & Climate
Change Department said the proposed
site is about 2.3 km from the park and
4 km from the Panbari Animal Corri-
dor. It cautioned that leachate or run-
off from the facility could contaminate
the Difaloo River.

According to the Assam Pollution
Control Board, the Bokakhat Munici-
pal Board had received environmen-
tal clearance earlier this year for both
the MRF and FSTP. The plants are de-
signed to process 10 kilolitres of faecal
sludge per day, with the treated water
intended for reuse within the site. The
approval included strict conditions to
prevent odour, leachate discharge,
and water pollution.

However, an inspection conduct-
ed on October 25 found the facility
non-operational, meaning its envi-
ronmental performance has yet to be
evaluated.

The CEC’s directive gives the As-
sam government four weeks to either
defend the project or propose an al-
ternative location. The next hearing
will decide whether the waste man-
agement facility can remain near Ka-
ziranga or must be shifted away from
its sensitive zone.

BJP is in power. Imagine what
they will do if Congress returns
to power. They will take over
everything.”

In a provocative statement,
Sarma linked the issue to de-
mographic changes and alleged
criminal tendencies, saying,
“They can molest a woman, cut
her into pieces and throw her
into water — that is their histo-
ry. The public must understand
this and stand united, or else we
won’t be able to survive.”

Taking a direct swipe at his
political rivals, Sarma said,
“The three Gogois — Lurinjyoti
Gogoi, Akhil Gogoi, and Gaurav
Gogoi — are the biggest sup-
porters of the Miya community,
not Gogoi supporters.”

The Chief Minister’s re-
marks are expected to ignite a
fresh political storm in Assam,
drawing strong reactions from
opposition parties and civil so-
ciety groups over his communal
and polarising statements.

Nagaland completes

scholarship payout to over
41,000 tribal students

KOHIMA

The Directorate of Higher Edu-
cation in Nagaland has finished
distributing  scholarships to
41,793 tribal students under the
Post-Matric Scholarship scheme
for the 2024-25 academic year,
with the final phase of payments
reaching beneficiaries on 11 No-
vember 2025.

The scheme, a welfare initia-
tive by the Ministry of Tribal Af-
fairs, supports Scheduled Tribe
students from families earning
less than Rs 2.5 lakh annually to
pursue education from Class XI
onwards.

Disbursement occurred in
two phases. The first round in
June 2025 transferred Rs 3,071.49
lakh to 22,412 students through a
one-time full payment. After sub-
mitting utilisation certificates to
the Centre, the state received ap-
proval for the remaining funds.
The Ministry of Tribal Affairs
sanctioned Rs 2,309.91 lakh as its
share on October 28, 2025, which
was combined with the state’s
contribution and credited to the
scholarship account on 10 Novem-
ber.

The second phase saw Rs
2,566.57 lakh disbursed to 19,381
remaining beneficiaries the fol-
lowing day, completing payments

VOLUNTEER
REQUIRED

@ NEIR'2026

for all eligible students.

The directorate has urged stu-
dents listed in the second phase
who have not yet received their
scholarships to verify that their
Aadhaar is linked to their bank
accounts and enabled for Direct
Benefit Transfer payments. The
complete list of beneficiaries can
be accessed at highereducation.
nagaland.gov.in.

Operating as a centrally
sponsored scheme with a 90:10
funding ratio between the Cen-
tre and state, the programme
functions entirely through the
National Scholarship Portal. Stu-
dents apply online, with applica-
tions verified first by Institution
Nodal Officers and then by the
state department. Payments are
processed through the Aadhaar-
Based Payment System.

“The entire process, from
application to verification and
payment, is seamlessly digital,
ensuring transparency, efficien-
¢y, and uninterrupted workflow,”
the directorate stated in its press
release.

The state government consist-
ently releases its share promptly
upon receiving the central con-
tribution, with scholarships dis-
bursed only after funds arrive
from the Ministry of Tribal Af-
fairs.

hitps://northeastinteprationrally.in/Volunteer Registration.aspx

or send an email: neintegrationrally@gmail.com

www.northeastintegrationrally.in
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Chandravaan-3in  PM Modi-Nitish good governance blitz:
NDA storming Bihar on Rs 66,828 per

Moon’s dominant

BENGALURU

Researchers from Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO)
on Thursday shared the latest
update on the Chandrayaan-3
mission. The ISRO team said
the Propulsion Module (PM)
of Chandrayaan-3 has entered
the Moon Sphere of Influence
(MSI), the region around the
moon where gravity is at the
optimum, which affects all
objects around it.

ISRO said the PM entered
the MSI on November 4, and
at7.23 UT on November 6, the
first lunar flyby event was
reported.

This is outside Indian Deep
Space Network’s (IDSN) vis-
ibility range of 3740km from
the Moon’s surface. The teams
added that the second subse-
quent flyby event was visible
from the IDSN on November
11. Here, the closest distance
from the Moon’s surface

orbit: ISRO

was noted to be 4537km at
23.18 UT. “Chandrayaan-3’s
PM is expected to exit the
Moon'’s Sphere of Influence
on November 14,” ISRO sci-
entists said.

The aim of the
Chandrayaan-3 mission is
to demonstrate safe and soft
landing on the Moon’s surface,
besides Rover roving on the
Moon and to conduct in-situ
experiments. The satellite was
launched on-board the LVM3
from Satish Dhawan Space
Centre, Sriharikota, on July
14, 2023. After landing on the
Moon on August 23, the PM
was operated in its lunar orbit
at an altitude of nearly 150km
till October 2023. The PM was
then relocated to a high-alti-
tude Earth-bound orbit by exe-
cuting Trans-Earth Injection
(TEI) manoeuvres in October
2023.

Since then, the PM has been
revolving in this orbit under

o A

the influence of the Earth’s
and Moon’s gravity fields.
ISRO researchers explained
that the satellite’s orbit and
inclinations have changed due
to the ongoing flyby events
around the Moon’s orbit.
The flyby event trajectory is
being closely monitored by the
ISRO Telemetry, Tracking and
Command Network (ISTRAC).

Special care is also being
taken to monitor its trajectory
and close proximities from the
Beyond Earth Space Objects,
the scientists said. “Overall
the satellite’s performance is
normal during the flyby and
no close approach has been
experienced with other lunar
orbiters. This event garners
valuable insights and experi-
ence from mission planning,
operations, flight dynamics
perspectives and has specially
enhanced the understanding of
disturbance torques effects,”
the scientists noted.

L

capita surge, lealk-proofl welftare

NEW DELHI

As counting of votes unfolded on Friday

for the 243-seat Bihar Vidhan Sabha,
early trends delivered a resounding
endorsement of the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA), propelled by the seam-
less implementation of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s flagship good govern-
ance initiatives through his steadfast
partner, Chief Minister Nitish Kumar.

Central to this victory were trans-
formative schemes delivered via the
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) archi-
tecture, which ensured leak-proof sup-
portreached the intended beneficiaries,
empowering millions and fostering tan-
gible economic upliftment.

Over 86lakh farmers in Bihar have
received annual assistance of Rs 6,000
each under PM-KISAN Samman Nidhi,
while Ayushman Bharat has provided
free healthcare coverage up toRs 51akh
per family to crores, drastically reducing
out-of-pocket medical expenses.

The Jal Jeevan Mission has brought
piped water to nearly every rural
household, complementing state-level
efforts like prohibition and women’s
safety measures, and Ujjwala Yojana
has delivered clean cooking fuel to lakhs
of women, liberating them from smoke-
filled kitchens.

These programmes, aligned with
Nitish Kumar’s emphasis on law and
order, rural infrastructure, and wom-
en’sempowerment - evident in schemes
providing bicycles, scholarships, and
self-help group credit -have collectively
reinforced the narrative of “Sushasan”,
or effective administration, directly
touching lives and eroding memories
of past misgovernance -- often referred
as ‘Jungle Raj’ in crude terms.

This decisive outcome was under-
pinned by micro-economic gains that
voters palpably felt.

According to the Bihar Economic
Survey 2024-25, the state’s Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP) in 2023-24 is
estimated to have increased by 14.5 per
centat current prices and 9.2 per cent at
constant (2011-12) prices, respectively,
compared to the previous year. The per
capita GSDP in Bihar at current and
constant (2011-12) prices is estimated
to have increased by 12.8 per centto Rs

\

.

66,828 and by 7.6 per cent to Rs 36,333,
respectively, in 2023-24 over the pre-
vious year. Similarly, the Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP) of Bihar for
the year 2023-24 is estimated to be Rs
8,54,429 crore at current prices and Rs
4,64,540 crore at constant (2011-12) prices.
The contribution of the tertiary
sector to the Gross State Value Added
(GSVA) in Bihar at constant (2011-12)
prices is estimated to be 58.6 per cent,
followed by 21.5 per cent from the sec-
ondary sector and 19.9 per cent from
the primary sector, reflecting sustained
progress amid national schemes.
Multidimensional poverty declined
from over 50 per cent in 2015-16 to around
34 per cent by recent estimates, driv-
en by DBT-enabled welfare and infra-

structure expansion, including rural
roads swelling from mere hundreds
of kilometres in 2005 to over 1.17 lakh
kilometres today.

Record female turnout exceeding
71 per cent highlighted how empow-
erment initiatives -- such as credit
linkage for over 2,000 self-help groups
totalling Rs 46,900 crore - translated into
electoral loyalty. By midday, Election
Commission data showed the NDA
surging ahead, comfortably exceeding
the majority mark of 122 and poised for
atally approaching 200 seats, one of its
most commanding mandates in decades.

The Bharatiya Janata Party, at
around 2 p.m., led in 91 seats, Janata
Dal (United) in 79, Lok Janshakti Party
(Ram Vilas) in around 22, with smaller

allies adding further strength. In con-
trast, the Mahagathbandhan languished
below 40, the Rashtriya Janata Dal at
27, while Congress faltered with four.

The opposition’s limited focus on
employment promises and caste enu-
meration failed to resonate against
this backdrop of stability and delivery,
even in erstwhile strongholds. Prashant
Kishor’s Jan Suraaj registered a negli-
gible impact. For Nitish Kumar, this
paves the way for a tenth term as chief
minister, cementing his legacy, while
bolstering the BJP’s stature within the
alliance. The verdict affirms Bihar’s
alignment with the national vision of
inclusive growth, promising accelerated
development in the pursuit of a Viksit
Bharat.

former ru

DHAKA

Classes and transportation in
Bangladesh were seriously disrupted
Thursday as ousted Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina and her former rul-
ing Awami League party called for
anationwide “lockdown” in protest
against her trial over last year’s pro-
tests that left hundreds dead.

Hasina faces charges of crimes
against humanity involving a crack-
down on the student-led uprising that
ended her 15-year rule in August 2024.
She has been in exile in India since
then and has not been seen in public
or online.

A special tribunal in Bangladesh’s
capital, Dhaka, is expected to
announce a verdict against Hasina
on Monday, chief prosecutor Tajul
Islam said during a news conference
Thursday.

Hasina’s now-banned Awami
League party urged its supporters

and others to protest while the gov-
ernment and opposition to Hasina
vowed to stop them.

Schools in Dhaka and major cities
across Bangladesh switched to online
classes and examinations while
public transportation was severely
disrupted Thursday as the govern-
ment heightened security across the
country.

Dhaka has suffered incidents
of vandalism this week as usually
clogged streets remained mostly
empty Thursday.

A fire bomb was thrown at a gov-
ernment office in Gopalganj district,
which is Hasina’s ancestral home and
astronghold for her party. An office of
Grameen Bank, a small loan institu-
tion founded by Bangladesh’s current
interim leader, Muhammad Yunus,
was torched Wednesday in eastern
Bangladesh, local media reported.

Yunus, a Nobel Peace Prize lau-
reate along with Grameen Bank, said

Ing party ca
lockdown to protest Hasi

S for

in a televised address Thursday that
his administration would hold a ref-
erendum on a national charter, which
was signed last month by political
parties, on the day of the next election
in February. The date has not yet been
announced.

The referendum, Yunus said,
would propose a two-tier parlia-
ment in line with the “July National
Charter” adopted by the interim gov-
ernment that he took over three days
after Hasina’s fall on Aug. 5, 2024.

Yunus also repeated his pledge to
punish Hasina.

Explosions of crude bombs and
torched vehicles were reported over
the past three days in Dhaka and else-
where, indicating that political chaos
will continue in the country, which
has a history of political violence.

Security personnel walk past a bus
stop as ousted Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and her former ruling Awami
League party called for a nation-
wide “lockdown” in protest against
her trial, in Dhaka, Bangladesh,
Thursday, Nov. 13, 2025.

On Wednesday evening, arson
was reported on a train and a bus
in Dhaka, and crude bombs went
off earlier in the day on the Dhaka
University campus. On Thursday
morning, soldiers along with other
security agencies were deployed to
guard the premises of the special
tribunal, which is overseeing a case
involving former Home Minister
Asaduzzaman Khan and former
Police Chief Chowdhury Abdullah
Al-Mamun.

Al-Mamun is an “approver” in
the case, meaning he pleaded guilty
and became a state witness against
Hasina. Al-Mamun was brought to the
tribunal with tight security Thursday
while Khan is believed to be in India.
Both Hasina and Khan are being
tried in absentia. The prosecution
has not sought any punishment for
Al-Mamun.

-

B

ha trial

Hasina was ousted after weeks
of violence that left hundreds dead.
The interim government pledged par-
liamentary elections would be held
in February, but Hasina’s Awami
League has launched a campaign,
mainly on social media, decrying the
election if the party is not allowed to
participate. The party says thousands
of its supporters have been arrested
across the country.

Islam, the chief prosecutor,
sought the death penalty for Hasina
last month, calling her the “master-
mind and principal architect” behind
crimes against humanity committed
during the uprising.

The Awami League has called
the tribunal a “kangaroo court.”
Hasina has not appointed a lawyer
and denounced the appointment of a
lawyer by the state to represent her.

Up to 1,400 people may have been
killed in the violence, according to a
United Nations report in February.
The country’s health adviser under
the interim government said more
than 800 people were killed and about
14,000 were injured.

Hasina disputed the figures and
demanded an independent investiga-
tion. Many Indian outlets published
interviews with Hasina in recent
weeks, all conduced via email.
The interviews apparently irked
Bangladesh’s current government.
Bangladesh’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs on Wednesday summoned
Indian Deputy High Commissioner
in Dhaka Pawan Badhe to formally
convey its concerns over India allow-
ing “fugitive” Hasina to interact with
mainstream Indian media.

Hasina in her interviews accused
Yunus of backing Islamists and vio-
lating human and political rights,
especially of supporters of her
banned party. Hasina’s son, Sajeeb
Wazed, told The Associated Press on
Wednesday that only an inclusive
election could stabilize the country.

Rubio says Delhi blast

* clearly a terrorist
Disruptions hit Bangladesh after — attack! praises India’s

‘measured’ response

[

[
NEW DELHI

The United States has termed
the deadly car explosion near
Delhi’s Red Fort “clearly a
terrorist attack” and lauded
India for its measured and
professional handling of the
ongoing investigation.

US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio praised New Delhi’s
response, saying Indian author-
ities have acted responsibly in
the face of tragedy. Speaking to
reporters on the sidelines of the
G7 foreign ministers’ meeting
in Canada, Rubio said, “The
Indians need to be commended.
They’ve been very measured,
cautious, and very professional
inhow they’re carrying out this
investigation. It clearly was a
terrorist attack, a car loaded
with highly explosive materi-
als that detonated and killed a
lot of people.”

Rubio said that the United
States had offered to assist
Indian authorities in their

probe but noted that India was
managing the investigation
effectively. “We've offered to
help, but I think they’re very
capable in these investigations.
They don’t need our help, and
they’re doing a good job,” he
said. Rubio also held a meet-
ing with External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on the
sidelines of the G7 summit,
where both leaders discussed
the explosion and reviewed
broader bilateral and region-
al issues. “Appreciate his
condolences on the loss of
lives in the blast in Delhi,”
Jaishankar wrote on X. “We
discussed our bilateral ties,
focusing on trade and supply
chains, and exchanged views
on Ukraine, the Middle East,
and the Indo-Pacific.”

When asked whether the
Delhi explosion could further
strain India-Pakistan rela-
tions, Rubio said Washington
was “aware of the potential
that holds” but stressed that

India’s response had been
“measured and commenda-
ble.”

Following a suicide bomb-
ing in Islamabad earlier this
week that Kkilled at least 12
people. Pakistan’s Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
blamed “terrorist proxies
backed by India” for the
attack. New Delhi dismissed
the claim as “baseless,
unfounded, and a predictable
tactic” by Pakistan’s leader-
ship to divert domestic atten-
tion from its internal political
crisis through such “desper-
ate diversionary ploys.”

In a statement of solidar-
ity, the US Embassy in New
Delhi had also expressed
condolences. “Our thoughts
and prayers are with the fam-
ilies of those who were lost
in the terrible explosion in
New Delhi,” US Ambassador
Sergio Gor said on November
11. “We wish a swift recovery
to those who were injured.”
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The Betrayal of the Healing Hand!:

How Radicalisation Is Rewriting
Indias "lerror Landscape

en the people entrusted

with saving lives are found

conspiring to destroy them,

society encounters a threat

far deeper than the imme-

diate violence of terrorism.

It confronts the collapse

of trust - an erosion of the

moral architecture that holds communities togeth-

er. The case of Dr Ahmed Mohiyuddin Saiyed, a

Hyderabad-based medical professional accused of

links with the ISIS Khorasan Province (ISKP) and

the Lal Kila Metro blast conspiracy, embodies this

troubling shift. His story represents a new and un-

settling frontier of extremism: the infiltration of ter-

ror ideology into the lives of educated, economically
stable, seemingly integrated citizens.

This transformation - from healer to alleged
perpetrator - is not just a law-and-order issue. It is
a crisis of social confidence, symbolic of a broader
change in how terror networks operate, recruit,
and hide in plain sight.

A Doctor by Profession, A Radical by Allegiance?

For years, Dr Saiyed maintained the facade of
a humble professional, even running a shawarma
business as a cover. Beneath this veneer, inves-
tigators allege, he was deeply embedded within
an ISKP-linked module. His activities reportedly
ranged from encrypted communications on Tele-
gram to the procurement of weapons through
covert “dead-drop” arrangements in Gujarat. Ac-
cording to the charges, his operations were neither
impulsive nor isolated - they were part of a struc-
tured design linked to extremist ideology behind
the Lal Kila Metro blast.

The blast itself, though causing limited physical
damage, carried significant symbolic weight. The
Red Fort is more than a monument - it represents
India’s democratic heritage and plural identity.
Striking at its periphery is an attempt to erode col-
lective confidence, to destabilise the symbolic core
of the nation.

That a medical professional, trained for years to
uphold life and ethical integrity, is alleged to have
participated in such a network reveals the shifting
contours of radicalisation in India.

The Rise of the Educated Extremist

For decades, the archetype of a terrorist in pop-
ular imagination has been the disenfranchised, un-
educated youth susceptible to easy manipulation.
That stereotype no longer holds.

Data from India’s National Investigation Agen-
cy (NIA) paints a stark picture:

Over 70 ISIS-inspired cases registered
since 2014

“ More than 350 individuals arrested

across 17 states

Many recruits drawn from middle-class,
hlghly educated backgrounds

A significant number from professions
such as medicine, engineering, IT, and biotechnol-
0ogy

“ More than 50% radicalised through on-
line propaganda

Propaganda organs like Amaq News, Al-Hayat
Media Centre, and associated jihadist digital net-
works have bypassed traditional physical recruit-
ment channels. Radicalisation today is a solitary,
often invisible journey - incubated in isolated digital
echo chambers, framed as “intellectual resistance,”
and cloaked by the anonymity of the internet.

This shift marks perhaps the most dangerous
evolution of terror networks: the emergence of the
invisible urban extremist - integrated into profes-
sional life, familiar with technology, trained to op-
erate without raising suspicion.

The Psychological Seduction of Radical Ideology

Atthe core of this transformation lies a profound
psychological breakdown. How does an individual
trained in the ethics of healing embrace violence?

Security experts and psychologists studying
radlcahsatlon point to several factors:

Identity crises and ideological confusion,
espe01a]ly among urban youth

Digital mdoctrmatlon that presents vio-
lence as a moral imperative

“ ‘Manipulation by online handlers, who
eXp101t grievances - real or perceived

Alienation from traditional community
structures, replaced by virtual brotherhoods

“ Moral displacement, where extremist
narratives position violence as “defence” of a cause

In Dr Saiyed’s case, investigators suggest a
meticulous grooming process - one that slowly de-
tached him from professional ethics and Iured him
toward ideological extremism.

This is not a failure of intelligence agencies
alone. It is a societal warning: radicalisation now
operates in domains once considered secure - uni-
versities, workplaces, clinics, and digital communi-
ties hidden behind professional respectability.

India’s Counterterror Response: Precision With-
out Prejudice

Despite the evolving nature of the threat, India’s
counterterror architecture has demonstrated both
strength and restraint.

Coordinated efforts involving:

“ Multi-Agency Centre (MAC)

“ NATGRID

“ State ATS units

“ The National Investigation Agency (NIA)

have dismantled several ISIS-inspired modules
across India. The results speak for themselves:

“ Terror incidents in Jammu & Kashmir
have reduced by 45% since 2018

“ Insurgency in the Northeast has dropped
by nearly 70% over the past decade

But beyond operational achievements, what
distinguishes India’s approach is its commitment
to constitutional principles. Radical ideology is iso-
lated and dismantled; entire communities are not

demonised.

Globally too,
data from the UN
Office on Count-
e}r-Terrorism

shows:
Eﬁcm,‘ “ Over 70%
For 8 Succonsd Tomarrow of global terror
attacks since 2001

are linked to Is-
lamist-inspired
groups

“ Over 80%
of victims of

One focussed year can
change your entire
bloodline

these attacks are Muslims themselves

This distinction is critical. India’s counterterror
success depends on the ability to target networks
without stigmatising identities - a balance that pre-
vents alienation and protects national unity.

Deradicalisation: Healing the Mind Before It
Breaks

The arrest of professionals like Dr Saiyed un-
derscores the necessity of a dual-pronged approach:
disrupt networks and restore individuals.

States like:

“ Telangana

«“ Kerala

«“ Maharashtra

have initiated deradicalisation programmes
that combine psychological counselling, vocational
rehabilitation, family engagement, and community
monitoring. These are not headline-grabbing oper-
ations, but they play a profound role in preventing
vulnerable youth from sliding into extremism.

Such programmes recognise a fundamental
truth: terrorism is not only a security issue - it is a
human issue. And restoring dignity, purpose, and
community can be as effective as intelligence opera-
tions in preventing radicalisation.

N The Role of Media: Responsibility in the Age of
oise

Terror networks thrive on spectacle. Every
sensational headline, every inflammatory debate,
every generalisation in public discourse becomes a
recruitment tool. In the digital era, misinformation
and polarisation can do more damage than a deto-
nated device.

Responsible journalism, therefore, becomes
a frontline defence. The reporting of cases like
Saiyed’s - separating individual guilt from com-
munity identity, presenting facts without hysteria,
avoiding linguistic shortcuts that demonise popula-
tions - is essential.

This clarity strengthens social cohesion and de-
nies extremists the narrative victories they desper-
ately seek.

The Digital Battlefield: Radicalisation Without
Borders

The modern extremist is no longer forged in
camps or militant hideouts. He is trained in the an-
onymity of apps, groomed by handlers continents
away, convinced through manipulated videos and
encrypted messages.

India’s vulnerability lies in:
" “ increasingly digitalised youth popula-
ions

“«

da

«

the ease of access to extremist propagan-

private communication channels like
Telegram, WhatsApp, and Dark Web forums

“ gaps in digital literacy, which make indi-
viduals susceptible to misinformation and ideologi-
cal manipulation

The case of Dr Saiyed exemplifies how terror
networks no longer need to physically infiltrate In-
dian cities - they only need to infiltrate screens.

This demands a national investment in digital
literacy, community awareness programmes, and
psychosocial support systems that reach individu-
als before radical ideology does.

Terrorism as an Assault on Trust

Beyond property damage or loss of life, terror-
ism aims to fracture something more fundamental:
trust.

“ Trust in public spaces
“ Trust in institutions
«“ Trust in communities
Trust in one another

When a doctor - a symbol of safety, care, and
compassion - is implicated in terror, the rupture
is profound. It tells society that danger might arise
from the most unexpected quarters, that trust can
no longer be assumed but must be guarded.

Yet India’s societal responses - calmness, com-
munal harmony, refusal to generalise guilt - repeat-
edly thwart the psychological objectives of terror-
ism.

Silence, moderation, and unity become a kind of
national armour.

The Moral Battlefield: Strength Rooted in Con-
science

India’s fight against terror has always differed
from the global template in one distinct way: it
blends firmness with moral clarity. It refuses to let
fear dictate prejudice, or let anger compromise in-
stitutions.

“«
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The case of Dr Saiyed, and the plot surrounding
the Lal Kila Metro blast, invite deeper reflection:

“ How do we secure the nation without
damaglng its plural fabric?

How do we confront ideological vio-
lence without succumbing to ideological ex-
tremlsm ourselves?

How do we remain vigilant with-
out becoming suspicious of neighbours, col-
leagues, or communities?

The answer lies in a uniquely Indian virtue:
civilisational patience - a combination of re-
silience, ethical consistency, and refusal to be
provoked into hatred.

Conclusion: A Nation Tested, A Nation Un-
shaken

Terrorism seeks to break nations not by
bombs but by breeding suspicion, fear, and
fragmentation. Each time India resists these
impulses, it defeats terrorism’s deeper pur-

M KRC
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pose.

The arrest of Dr Ahmed Mohiyuddin Saiyed
is a reminder of the evolving landscape of ex-
tremism - one that hides behind degrees, digi-
tal anonymity, and professional respectability.
But it is also a reminder of India’s strength: a
society that refuses to generalise, refuses to
hate, and refuses to abandon its moral centre.

The bomb makes noise.

The investigation makes headlines.

But the quiet resilience of Indian society -
its refusal to fracture - echoes far longer.

In an era of lone-wolf attacks, cyber radi-
calisation, and professional complicity, India
demonstrates that vigilance coupled with con-
science remains its most powerful defence.

Terror may aspire to shake the foundations
of the nation.

But the soul of Bharat - anchored in pa-
tience, pluralism, and moral clarity - remains
unshaken.

Integration
Rally

Peace | Progress | Prosperity

2026

Registrations

AT iOnp on

wisnanartheastintegrationrally.in

SPACE
FOR

YOU
ONLY

Rs. 150/- per day

PLACEMENT

Fresher, job seekers can register
with KRC Placements.Send
resume to -
Heforsuccess@gmail.com

To source candidates, organisation
can contact KRC Placements at
info@krcfoundation.org

For Details Visit:
https://bit.ly/krcplacements

pply here:
https://bit.lyKRCPlacementForm

VOLUNTEERS REGISTERS

@ NEIR 2026

We are looking for
volunteers across NE &
West Bengal Interested
candidates (College
students, youths) can
register at https://
northeastintegrationrally.
in/Volunteer_Registration.
aspxor, send an email:
neintegrationrally@gmail.
com

BUSINESS

DIRECTORY

Business establishments, educational
institutions, individual service pro-
iders etc. can enlist themselves or
dvertise their products or services a
he most reasonable cost in InfoCom
Diary. Send your details to InfoCom
lutions at: infocom.krc@gmail.com
ubmit Here: https://bit.ly

InfoComDiaryForm

Students can apply for a three-
months internshi t[;' with KRC

Foundation. During the internship
the student can qet an opportu-
nity to work on a live pr01ect On
successful completion the stu-
dent is awarded a certificate.
Apply to 5E for Success:
eforsuccess@gmail.com
For Details Visit:

https://bit. Iy/krcsludentinternship

Www. krcfoundatlon or%prod-
evelop-
internship

ucts-services/trainin
ment-5e-for-succ

Participate in NE India Writing Star
Contest and get your writings published.
Eligibility: From Class VI onwards. Each
participants receives a digital panicipa@-J
ion certificates. Send articles at: info
krcfoundation.org
For Details Visit:
https//bit.ly/NEIndiaWritingStarContest
krcfoundation.org/campaigns-csr,
ne-india-writing-star-contest

To engage with KRC TIMES,
please use the following e- -mails
and WhatsApp Nos:
For News: krctimes@gmail.com
WP: 8721838313
r Advertisement: info@krcfoun-
dation.org / WP: 9330830083

For Subscription:krctimes@gmail.
com/WP: p8t72183831?3$@g

Editor: biswadee g upta@gmail.
com/ WP: 8721838313
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Rajarshi Ray: [rom Fngineering
Precision to Spiritual Pursuit

fter more than
two decades
of a successful
engineering
career across

America, Rajarshi Ray has
now turned
ward—to rediscover peace,
purpose, and spiritual bal-
ance in his motherland .

A 1995 graduate in Me-
chanical Engineering,
Rajarshi began his profes-
sional journey with Larsen
& Toubro Ltd, joining as a
Graduate Engineer Train-
ee. Over the next 9 year, he
worked in various core en-
gineering projects.

In 2004, he moved to Can-
ada and joined Accenture
Inc. After working in var-
ious IT projects in senior
positions, Rajarshi decided
to take voluntary early re-

India and North

1S attention in-

tirement in 2020.

“I wanted to explore other
dimensions of life—beyond
machines, targets, and per-
formance metrics,” he says.

“The spiritual journey 1s
about balance, reflection,
and discovering love and
harmony within.”

Rajarshi is currently
practicing Krishna con-
sciousness and associated
with ISKCON and travelling
the world.

Recently, Rajarshi ex-
tended his full support to
an upcoming rally aimed at
fostering unity and social
awareness. Calling it *“a
truly commendable initia-
tive,”* he noted that the
event will bring together at
least 200 communities for
discussions on education,
disaster management, em-
ployment, climate change,

and road safety. The pro-
gramme will also feature
cultural events and art com-
petitions.

‘He commended
Biswadeep Gupta for lead-
ing the initiative and ur%ed
people from all walks of life
to participate.

“It’s a beautiful effort
to connect people, spread
awareness, and celebrate
shared humanity,” Ray
said, adding that such
movements remind us of
the deeper purpose of prog-
ress—compassion and com-
munity. .

From engineering to
spirituality Raj arshl.Rag’s
journey reflects a quiet but

owerful transition—from

uilding systems that sus-
tain industries to nurturing
'_[11:’16 ]\}alues that sustain life
itself.

Art Competition to Promote NEIR
2026 at Haflong on Nov 23

North - .“Integruﬁon
East iy Rally
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Art Competition to
Promote NEIR 2026 at
Haflong on Nov 23 (Sun)

Limited Seat
Register your Name
with Puja Munda,
Cultural Secretary,
Help Society

Contact- 8812071842

This is part of Climate Change & Green g ——

Deeds Campaigns of NEIR 2026 R GREEN DEEDS

KRC TIMES NEWS DESK

HAFLONG:

As part of the promotional
activities for the upcoming
North East Integration Rally
(NEIR) 2026, an art competi-
tion will be organised to en-
gage young students in cre-
ative awareness on themes
of climate change and green
deeds on November 23.

The initiative, led by HELP
Society in collaboration
with the NEIR organising
committee, aims to involve
students from Classes 6 to
10 across various schools of
Haflong and adjoining areas,
encouraging them to express
their ideas about environ-
mental responsibility and
regional harmony through
art.

The North East Integration
Rally 2026, conceptualised
by the Knowledge Resource
Centre (KRC) Foundation,
is set to take place from Jan-
uary 4 to February 4, 2026,

covering multiple states
across the North East and
Bhutan. The rally will focus
on promoting the region’s
strengths in infrastructure,
tourism, MSME, art and
culture, adventure sports,
and climate action under
the theme “Discipline, Not
Speed.”

NEIR 2026 will also feature
a series of state-level events
including business summits,
cultural programs, film and
art festivals, and youth en-
gagement activities.

Through the art compe-
tition, organisers hope to
spark young imaginations
and strengthen the message
of unity, sustainability, and
integration across the North
East.This is part of Climate
Change & Green Deeds Cam-
paigns of NEIR 2026.

Interested ones can contact
Puja Munda, cultural secre-
tary of the society, for fur-
ther details at 88120 71842.
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