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Mohan Bhagwat calls for social harmony,

civilisational unity and lon

KRC TIMES NEWS DESK

IMPHAL: RSS Sarsanghchalak Dr Mo-
han Bhagwat opened his three-day
visit to Manipur with an address to
a gathering of dignitaries in Imphal,
where he focused on social cohesion,
civilisational values and the need for
patient, collective work to restore last-
ing peace in the state.

Dr Bhagwat said the RSS remains
a subject of daily national debate,
shaped as much by perception as by
misinformation. He argued that the
organisation’s work is often judged
without first-hand understanding, and
urged people to look at ground-level
functioning, especially the shakha sys-
tem, to grasp its intent and methods.

He traced the roots of the Sangh
to the vision of its founder Dr K.B.
Hedgewar, noting his involvement in
the freedom movement and his belief
that India needed a united and morally
strong society to achieve its potential.
Describing the RSS as a “man-making
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methodology,” he said its purpose is
to organise Hindu society in its cul-
tural and civilisational sense, not as a
religious identity, and not to create a
power centre.

Dr Bhagwat referred to early glob-
al misconceptions about the Sangh

dating back to the 1930s, saying these
stemmed from limited understand-
ing of India’s civilisational ethos. He
emphasised that unity, quality and
shared values such as truth, compas-
sion and austerity remain central to
the Hindu worldview. Diversity, he

said, is a reflection of an underlying
unity that has shaped India’s nation-
hood since ancient times.

He highlighted concepts like Va-
sudhaiva Kutumbakam and apnapan
as markers of a civilisational vision
that sees humanity as interconnect-

ed. “The world listens when society is
strong,” he said, adding that the Sangh
aims to nurture individuals who con-
tribute to a harmonious and confident
nation.

Marking the RSS centenary year,
Dr Bhagwat outlined the five ongoing

1,000 Crore Into NE
Waterways: Sonowal

GUWAHATI

Union Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways Sar-
bananda Sonowal announced on Thursday that Assam’s
river jetties and terminals, located in Pandu, Jogigho-
pa, Dhubri, Bogibeel, Karimganj, and Badarpur, have
emerged as key hubs for cross-border trade.

Speaking at the North East Oil and Gas Conclave 2025,
he explained that these waterways now efficiently trans-
port petroleum products and heavy industrial consign-
ments to Bangladesh and other neighbouring regions,
significantly reducing travel time, distance, and fuel costs
compared to road transport.

Sonowal highlighted that cargo movement on the
Sadiya-Dhubri section of the Brahmaputra, designated
as National Waterway-2, is approaching six lakh tonnes
annually.

He attributed this growth to faster turnaround times
and more dependable navigation systems, which have re-
vitalised one of the region’s oldest trade routes.

According to him, this progress has reshaped econom-
ic activity and contributed to prosperity across the north-
eastern hinterland.

Emphasising the central government’s focus on In-
land Water Transport (IWT), Sonowal credited Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s leadership for enabling
smoother cargo movement across the Brahmaputra and
Barak river systems.

He said the push for IWT has not only reduced logis-
tics expenses but also strengthened the multimodal trans-
port network required for moving petroleum and indus-
trial goods.

WHO SAID WHAT

' Poverty is an
engineering

B problem

~ Elon Musk,
American
Entrepreneur

(Guwahati to Get Visa
Facilitation Centre Serving
Over 60 Countries

s —

GUWAHATI

Residents of Assam and the wider
North East will soon be able to submit
biometric data for international visa ap-
plications without travelling to Delhi or
Mumbai, with VFS Global agreeing in
principle to set up a dedicated visa facil-
itation centre in Guwahati.

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma announced the development on
November 20, calling it a major relief
for people across the region who cur-
rently undertake long and costly jour-
neys to access visa services. “Travelling
abroad? Need to submit biometrics for
your visa application? That meant a
long journey to either Delhi or Mumbai.

Soon this will be history for our people

;

from Assam and the North East,” he
said in a social media post.

The proposed centre is expected to
offer visa processing services for more
than 60 countries. However, details on
the specific countries to be covered and
the timeline for the centre’s launch are
yet to be finalised. Sarma said addition-
al information would be shared once
discussions with VFS Global progress.

VFS Global, which manages visa ap-
plication centres across the world, has
agreed to the plan in principle. The new
facility is anticipated to significantly re-
duce travel time and expenses for appli-
cants from the Northeastern states, who
have long faced logistical hurdles due to
the centralisation of consular services
in major metropolitan cities.

n Manipur

initiatives: social harmony, fami-
ly awareness, environmental con-
servation, self-awareness rooted in
swadeshi thought, and civic responsi-
bility.

He praised Manipur’s cultural
strengths, including its traditional
dress and use of local languages, and
encouraged efforts to preserve these
practices.

On the state’s current crisis, Dr
Bhagwat said work is underway at
multiple levels to rebuild trust and sta-
bility. Construction, he noted, always
takes longer than destruction, espe-
cially when the process is inclusive.
He stressed that peace-building de-
mands patience, discipline and shared
responsibility. “Everything cannot be
left to the government. Society has its
own role,” he said, calling for self-reli-
ance and stronger social capital.

He also underlined the importance
of skill development for economic em-
powerment, particularly among the
youth.

Dr Bhagwat ended his address by
reaffirming the Sangh’s long-standing
ideal of organising society through
collective goodwill. He later interacted
with participants on issues including
youth engagement and skill develop-
ment.

RSS involvement will not resolve
Manipur crisis: Congress on
Mohan Bhagwat’s visit

IMPHAL

Manipur Congress president
Keisham Meghachandra Singh
on Friday said the involvement
of the RSS will solve the crisis in
the state, as it requires a govern-
ment-led political solution and
confidence-building measures.

Reacting to the three-day tour
of RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat,
he said any visit that “prioritis-
es strengthening organisational
growth” over the suffering of the
people sends a wrong message.

“The Manipur Pradesh Con-
gress Committee takes note of
the visit of RSS Sarsanghchalak
Mohan Bhagwat to Manipur. At a
time when Manipur is still suffer-
ing from unprecedented violence,
displacement, social division, and
administrative collapse, the peo-
ple expected the Central Govern-
ment to send a concrete plan for
peace and restoration of normal-
cy,” he said in a post on X.

“However, instead of address-
ing the humanitarian crisis and
the breakdown of governance, the
visit appears to be focused primar-
ily on strengthening RSS organi-
sational activities in the State,” he
added.

Claiming that RSS involve-
ment will not solve the crisis,
Singh said the ongoing turmoil re-
quires a government-led political
solution, administrative account-
ability, and confidence-building
measures.

“Strengthening ideological or-
ganisations will not bring peace,”
he added.

The Congress leader said if
the Centre was serious about
solving the ethnic crisis in the
state, it should provide a concrete
roadmap for peace, a unified com-
mand structure, a plan for the safe
return of displaced families, and
accountability for administrative
failures.

“MPCC reiterates that the fo-
cus must remain on restoration
of normalcy, protection of all com-
munities, and justice for victims.
Political or ideological visits can-
not substitute real governance,”
he said.

“Manipur needs healing, not
polarisation. Any visit that prior-
itises organisational growth over
people’s suffering sends a wrong

message at this critical time,” he
added.

Bhagwat reached Imphal on
Thursday, his first visit since eth-
nic violence broke out in the state
in May 2023.

During his stay, Bhagwat
will hold a series of closed-door
interactions with RSS members
to oversee the functioning of the
organisation in the northeastern
state. He will also interact with
entrepreneurs, tribal leaders from
the Manipur hills, prominent citi-
zens and leaders of youth organi-
sations in the state.

Manipur has been under the
President’s Rule since February
after CM N Biren Singh, who led
a BJP government, resigned amid
criticism of his administration’s
handling of the ethnic violence,
which has claimed over 260 lives.

NE Leaders,

ABSU Press for Sixth Schedule

Reforms Ahead of Winter Session

NEW DELHI

Anational seminar organised by the All Bodo
Students Union (ABSU) at the Constitution
Club of India brought together tribal autono-
mous district councils, constitutional experts,
parliamentarians and movement organisa-
tions from across the Northeast to place a
united appeal before the Union Government
ahead of the winter session of Parliament, an
official press release said. The programme
opened with tributes to Bodofa Upendranath
Brahma and introductory remarks by Chair-
person Prof. Ramesh Bhardwaj. The gath-
ering drew leaders including Pramod Boro,
former CEM of BTR and signatory of the Bodo
Accord; Sukla Charan Noatia, Minister for
Tribal Welfare and Minorities, Tripura; Pyn-
iaid Sing Syiem, former CEM, KHADC; Vijay
Hansaria, Senior Advocate, Supreme Court;
Sabda Ram Rabha, Senior Advocate, Gauha-
ti High Court; Aditya Khakhlari, Secretary
General, All Assam Tribal Sangha and Chief
Coordinator, CCTOA.

Also present were Gobinda Basumatary;
Nilo Kanta Goyary,; Manuranjan Basu-
matary; Bijuel Nelson Daimary; Deputy CEM
of BKWAC Romeo P. Narzary; Tamulpur
MLA Jalen Daimary; former BTCLA Speaker
Katiram Boro; former BTC Executive Mem-
ber Ranjit Basumatary and Ex-NDFB Welfare

Association President Rujugra Mosahary,
along with representatives from BTR, BK-
WAC, Tripura, Meghalaya, etc.

Speaking on behalf of ABSU and the sig-
natories of the Bodo Accord, President Dipen
Boro, in his keynote address, said, “This semi-
nar brings together tribal councils, movement
groups and community leaders who have
walked through many phases of struggle to
secure constitutional safeguards and political
rights. The amendments linked to Article 280
and the Sixth Schedule decide how our coun-
cils receive funds, exercise powers and plan
development. They influence village councils,
municipal structures and the responsibilities
given to institutions in Bodoland and other
Sixth Schedule areas.” “The Bodo Accord of
2020 promised a stronger council with wider
subjects, improved financial autonomy and
clear mechanisms for rehabilitation and de-
velopment. Some clauses have progressed,
while others remain incomplete, including
full council restructuring, village bodies, land
rights and the use of the Special Development
Package. Review meetings have been held sev-
eral times with senior officials. The next step
must now come through Parliament. With
this seminar, we place a clear appeal to pass
the amendment to Article 280 and the Sixth
Schedule in the forthcoming winter session

and complete the Accord within the timeline
already committed,” he added.

Sharing Tripura’s perspective, Minister
Sukla Charan Noatia said, “The programme
convened by ABSU gives strength to the con-
cerns of tribal regions across the Northeast.
In 2019, the Government of Tripura approved
and sent a proposal to the Centre for an up-
graded Sixth Schedule arrangement. That
proposal followed extensive discussion and
carried the expectations of our people, yet
it remains pending. Our state carries a long
history, from the period when it functioned as
an independent Kingdom to its merger with
India in 1948. At that time tribal communities
formed a majority.” “The latest census re-
cords tribal population at around 33%, which
increases the need for a stronger council and
firm constitutional support. The government
of India has a duty to address the issues of
the ten autonomous councils in the region.
During the COVID-19 period, commitments
were made on this subject. States such as
Mizoram and Meghalaya have demonstrated
how constitutional arrangements can sup-
port progress. We look forward to a practical
solution for tribal communities and their
councils,” Minister Noatia added. Highlight-
ing the need for collective assertion from the
autonomous councils, former KHADC, MDC,

and opposition leader Titosstarwell Chyne
said, “Wehave continued to pursue the matter
of Sixth Schedule reforms. More than a year
has passed since the meeting with the Union
Home Minister, where a special committee
was mentioned and an assurance was given
that leaders of the autonomous district coun-
cils would be called for further discussions.
That commitment brought hope to our coun-
cils. However, the absence of visible results
has created concern and disappointment.

This is why today’s seminar in Delhi car-
ries importance for all of us. It sends amessage
that the tribal councils of the Northeast remain
united on their constitutional demands.” “The
Khasi Hills Autonomous District Council
stands with the demands raised here. Our
support goes to the call for meaningful amend-
ments and stronger councils. At times there is
a feeling that tribal regions stand away from
the core of national decision-making. A com-
mon platform for all councils can help address
that feeling and present our case in an organ-
ised manner before the Union government,”
Chyne added. Vijay Hansaria, the senior-most
advocate of the Supreme Court and constitu-
tional expert, said, “The Bodo Accord cannot
stay as a document brought out for display
without visible progress on the commitments
inside it
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PROACTIVE
COUNTER-
TERRORISM
DOCTRINE

hief of Army Staff’s statement on
the sharp decline in terrorism in
Jammu and Kashmir is more than
a situational assessment-it is a re-
affirmation of India’s evolving and
assertive national security doctrine.
Over the past decade, India has
transformed its approach from re-
active diplomacy to proactive, calibrated, and, when
required, punitive action against terror networks and
their sponsors across the border. The message from
New Delhi is unmistakable: terrorism-whether ex-
ecuted by state or non-state actors, proxy groups or
their sympathisers-will invite swift and proportionate
repercussions. For years, India presented dossier af-
ter dossier to Pakistan, exposing the involvement of
terror outfits nurtured on its soil. The response was
a familiar pattern-denial, deflection, and delay, while
the masterminds of major attacks roamed freely un-
der state protection. The world repeatedly heard the
rhetoric of “non-state actors,” a convenient shield Pa-
kistan used to evade accountability. That era is over.
India’s position today is clear: there is no distinction
between state and non-state actors when terrorist in-
frastructure continues to thrive under Pakistan’s se-
curity umbrella.

This shift in doctrine has been demonstrated
through decisive action. The Uri attack was followed
by surgical strikes targeting terror launch pads across
the LoC, signalling that India would no longer absorb
blows silently. The Pulwama attack of 2019, which
claimed the lives of 40 CRPF personnel, led to the Bal-
akot air strike, destroying a Jaish-e-Mohammed train-
ing camp deep inside Pakistan. More recently, the Pa-
halgam terror attack triggered Operation Sindoor, a
coordinated and precise response that inflicted signif-
icant damage on Pakistan’s military infrastructure,
communication grid, and airfields. By all accounts,
the operation stunned Pakistan’s defence establish-
ment and showcased the operational superiority of
Indian forces.

These actions mark a paradigm shift in India’s
posture: terror will be met with deterrence, and deter-
rence will be enforced with capability. India today is
not vulnerable to nuclear blackmail or coercive diplo-
macy. The nation’s political leadership has shown the
resolve to authorise strong retaliatory operations and
recalibrate long-standing agreements-including plac-
ing the Indus Water Treaty effectively in abeyance-to
build strategic pressure.

On the domestic front, the gains are unequivocal.
Post-abrogation of Article 370, Jammu and Kashmir
has seen a dramatic decline in violence. Separatist
networks have collapsed; their leaders are either
incarcerated or facing courts. Stone-pelting, once a
daily occurrence, has vanished. There are no shut-
down calls, no street violence, no grenade attacks,
and cross-border infiltration has fallen sharply. This
transformation is not incidental-it is the result of
meticulous intelligence-based operations, improved
coordination among security agencies, and sustained
political clarity at the national level.

Yet, as the Army chief cautioned, the shadow of
terrorism has not fully lifted. Pakistan-based handlers
are resorting to new tactics. The cycle of terrorism
has evolved-from mass attacks and grenade lobbing
to hybrid terrorism, involving targeted killings using
pistols, attacks on tourists, and even white-collar ter-
rorism rooted in radicalisation, financial networks,
and ideological influence. The attempt is clear: to in-
doctrinate local youth and create micro-cells capable
of sporadic violence that disrupt peace. But India’s
counter-terror ecosystem has evolved equally fast.
The recent seizure of explosives in multiple cities,
disrupted modules in metros, and the arrest of radi-
calised operatives show that intelligence agencies are
not merely monitoring threats-they are pre-empting
them. Enhanced inter-agency coordination, strength-
ened laws, digital surveillance of terror financing,
and grassroots policing have formed a robust firewall
against Pakistan’s attempts to revive militancy by
proxy.

The message to Pakistan is sharper than ever:
any misadventure will carry consequences far more
severe than the provocation. With Pakistan’s econo-
my in distress, internal politics fractured, and global
credibility diminished, it can ill-afford a confronta-
tion with India. India today is shaping a new count-
er-terrorism narrative-one that is firm, proactive, and
uncompromising. The era of waiting for international
mediation or depending solely on diplomacy is over.
New Delhi has shown that it will defend its sovereign-
ty with calibrated force and make terrorism a costly
proposition for its sponsors. As terrorism mutates, In-
dia’s security apparatus is already adapting, ensuring
that peace in Jammu and Kashmir is sustained and
that the nation remains resilient against any future
threat.

Time will inevitably uncover
dishonesty and lies; history has
no place for them. - Norodom
Sihanouk

THE DONALD TRUMP-
MOHAMMED BIN SALMAN
GEOPOLITICAL PARTNERSHIP

|
-

KISHAN BHAWNANI

The entire world witnessed the embrace be-
tween US President Donald Trump and the
Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia on Novem-
ber 19, 2025. The US President has declared
Saudi Arabia a major non-NATO ally and
signed several landmark agreements, in-
cluding the F-35 and nuclear deals.These
two countries, which have caused a stir
in Middle Eastern politics, also reached a
landmarkagreement in 1945, when Pres-
ident Franklin D. Roosevelt and modern
Saudi King Abdulaziz Ibn Saud met on a
warship. This meeting laid the foundation
for the Quincy Agreement.Global politics
has been driven by the principles of nation-
al self-interest and strategic advantage for
centuries. Whether it’s the expansionist
policies of the imperialist era, the bipolar
alliances of the Cold War era, or the eco-
nomic-strategic diplomacy of the 21st cen-
tury, every single one of these agreements
is a matter of national interest and strate-
gic advantage. In this era, superpowers
have prioritized their own priorities.The
historic agreements and investment prom-
ises reached just a day ago between Donald
Trump and Mohammed bin Salman (MBS)
can be seen in this light. The entire day’s
White House interaction between the two
reinforces the principle that nothing is per-
manent in politics, only national interests.
This article provides an in-depth analysis
of the recent White House dialogue between
these two leaders, the strategic trade and
military agreements associated with it, and
the impact on global power dynamics.I, Ad-
vocate Kishan Sanmukhdas Bhavani, Gon-
dia,Maharashtra,believe that the concept
of self-interest in politics is not new.Accord-
ing to the realist theory of international re-
lations, every country’s ultimate objective
is to protect its security, power, and inter-
ests.This theory states that any nation, be
it the United States, Saudi Arabia, or India,
prioritizes decisions on the global stage
that safeguard its strategic, economic, or
political interests. Donald Trump’s Ameri-
ca First and MBS’s Vision 2030 are two ex-
amples of this self-interest- driven strategy.
Both leaders adhere to the belief that major
decisions are made not based on emotions
or collective morality, but on raw realities:
money, security, investment, oil, weapons,
and global influence.

Friends, if we consider the similar poli-
cy styles of two aggressive leaders, Trump
and MBS: Donald Trump is known in glob-
al politics for his transactional diplomacy.
During his tenure, global agreements were
based on rigorous assessments of profit and
loss. He did not hesitate to reconsider inter-
national alliances, demand more funding
from NATO countries, impose tariffs on
China, and cancel oldagreements. Similar-
ly, Mohammed bin Salman pursues a radi-
cal reformist policy to transform his coun-

try into a modern economic superpower.
He has taken bold steps to diversify Saudi
Arabia’s oil-dependent economy, attract
large-scale foreign investment, and main-
tain dominance in the Middle East’s bal-
ance of power.Under his rule, Saudi Arabia
has established itself as a decisive power
in regional politicsthrough aggressive mil-
itary and economic interventions.Three
key similarities are evident between the
two leaders: (1) a nation-first principle;(2)
aggressive diplomacy; and (3) an emphasis
on large economic and defense deals.

Friends, if we consider the Trump-MBS
White House meeting:a center of geopoliti-
cal turmoil, MBS’s arrival in the US for the
first time since 2018 and Trump’s historic
welcome at the White House became the fo-
cus of global media attention This was not
merely a diplomatic meeting, but amoment
that redefined global power dynamics.This
meeting had several implications:(1) the
thaw in relations between Saudi Arabia
and the US is now coming to an end. (2)
the tensions and mistrust that existed un-
der the Biden administration appear to be
history. (3) the US is trying to re-establish
its relevance in the Middle East.(4) Trump
has re- legitimized MBS’s international im-
age, which was tarnished by the Khashoggi
affair. Analysts view this move by Trump
as a significant step.This is called pragmat-
ic diplomacy, where human rights issues
are relegated to the background and trade,
arms deals and strategic influence become
the priority.

Friends, if we consider Saudi Arabia’s
Major Non-NATO Ally status and the un-
precedented defense deal, the most signif-
icant and historic decision of this meeting
was the granting of Major Non- NATO
Ally status to Saudi Arabia. This status is
typically granted to countries that are long-
term US defense allies. This will grant Sau-
di Arabia special access to US technology,
weapons, defense cooperation, intelligence,
and security partnerships. This move will
completely alter the balance of power in
the Middle East. Along with this, two ma-
jor defense agreements were announced:
(1) Sale of 48 F-35 stealth fighter jets - The
F-35 is the world’s most lethal and sophisti-
cated stealth aircraft. This will prove to be
a “game-changer” for Saudi Arabia. It will
profoundly impact the military dynamics
of countries like Israel, Iran, and Turkey.
(2) Sale of 300 Abrams tanks -The Abrams
M1A2 tank isconsidered one of the world’s
most advanced land warfare machines.
This will significantly increase the stra-
tegic power balance of the Saudi Army.
Trump’s clear message behind both these
deals is: “Business is business, and Amer-
ica’s interests are paramount.”

Friends, if we consider Saudi Arabia’s
historic investment in the US, its target of
one trillion dollars, MBS created a stir in
the global economy by announcing an in-
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crease in Saudi Arabia’s investment in the
US to $1 trillion. This amount significantly
exceeds the previously announced invest-
ment of $600 billion. He described the US
as the world’s most attractive investment
destination, which clearly demonstrates
Saudi Arabia’s increasing economic trust
in the US.This investment serves not only
economic but also three major strategic
objectives: (1) Saudi Arabia’s decisive par-
ticipation in the US economy; (2) Strength-
ening bilateral relations on a financial ba-
sis; and (3) Obtaining support and security
guarantees for the Trump administration.
In addition to the F-35 and 300 Abrams
tanks, Saudi Arabia’s $88 trillion deal is a
major economic boost for American indus-
try.For Trump, this meeting was not only
a diplomatic success but also an economic
achievement, which will strengthen his
image at the National Prosperity Summit
(NPS) and in the upcoming elections.

Friends, if we consider the Ja-
malKhashoggi murder case: Trump’s
‘clean chit’ and the conflict of morality ver-
sus interests inworld politics, the murder
of journalist Jamal Khashoggi in Turkey
in 2018 severely damaged Saudi Arabia’s
image in the world community.The CIA
clearly stated in its findings that the Saudi
regime and MBS were suspected of having
approved the assassination.The Biden ad-
ministration had maintained a distance
from MBS on this basis. However, Trump,
in this meeting, gave MBS a “clean chit”
and stated that he had no knowledge of the
matter. This statement was based on stra-
tegic and economic interests, not political
morality. This move proves that (1) nation-
al interest trumps human rights in politics;
(2) weapons, investments, and geostrategic
cooperation are more powerful than mo-
rality; (3) US-Saudi relations are based on
pragmatism, not idealism. This decision
by Trump is controversial in the eyes of
critics, but according to supporters, it rep-
resents “real diplomacy based on national
interest.”

Friends, if we consider its internation-
al implications: How will this partnership
change global geopolitics? To understand
this, the impact of the Trump-MBS meeting
on the global landscape is profound. (1) The
balance of power in the Middle East will
shift-F-35s and Abrams tanks will make
Saudi Arabia a regional superpower. This
will pose a serious challenge to Iran. (2) In-
direct pressure on China and Russia will
increase-Saudi Arabia’s shift toward the
US is a setback for both countries in theen-
ergy and investment industries. (3) New
possibilities in Israel-Saudi relations—US
mediation could pave the way for an Abra-
ham Accord 2.0.(4) Crude oil politics will be
affected in Asia, including India-the Sau-
di-US alliance will impact oil prices and en-
ergy supplies.(5) The US will reinvigorate
its military presence in the Middle East,

impacting China’s Belt and Road strategy.

Therefore, if we examine and analyze
the entire narrative,we will find that the
meeting between Trump and Mohammed
bin Salman was not merely a diplomatic
event, but a clear message of the new geo-
politics of the 21st century: self-interest,
strategy, and power. National interest is
paramount. This partnership involves
economics, weapons, investment, strategic
pressure, regional dominance, and, most
importantly, an alliance that could reshape
the global power structure in the coming
decade. Ideals like morality, human rights,
and democracy have once again been re-
placed by realistic power politics. Self-inter-
est- driven politics remains the same; only
its form and means have changed. Donald
Trump and MBS represent this new world
order, where diplomacy is no longer mere-
ly a dialogue, but a competition for power,
wealth, and national interests.

DIGITAL WAR OF WORDS

From monthly
electricity bills
of 14,000—-
05,000 to zero
— clean energy
has transformed
a home in
Barpeta. Under
the PM Surya
Ghar Rooftop
Solar scheme,
families like Shri
Subodh Nath’s
are saving more,
embracing
sustainability,
and powering
their future with
the sun. Green
progress shines
brighter! ~ Dr.
Himanta Biswa
Sarma, CM

Nitish Emerges Politically Stronger

RABINDRA NATH SINHA
Several conclusions, interesting and of political
import, are instantly possible from an analysis of
the Bihar Assembly election results announced
on Friday, November 14. The most telling of these
inferencesisthatthe Bharatiya Janata Party, despite
being for the first time the single largest party with
89seats ina243member-House, isnotinapositionto
doaMaharashtra where Eknath Shinde of the Shiv
Senahad to step aside for Devendra Fadnavis, who
had earlierheaded a BJPled ministry. Thereason is
simple. The imprint of chiefminister Nitish Kumar
on the Bihar result is so emphatic that despite his
party Janata Dal United’s tally being fourless at 85,
BJPhastoaccept that the strong NDA performance
isattributable to the chiefminister’s widely acknowl-
edged clean image and his drive for the welfare of
women, dalitsand other extremely backward classes.

Also, the BJP top brass isaware that if circum-
stances warrant, Nitish can be tough and, therefore,
any attempt by them to manoeuvre to get the chief
minister’s postmay backfire They remember howin
June 2010 Nitish had returned a Rsfive crore cheque
sent by then Gujarat chief minister Narendra Modi
forrelief of the victims of the Kosi river belt floods in
2008. Nitish then had taken strongexception to Modi’s
publicising his initiative in helpingout Bihar’sflood
victims. Thereisonemorereality. In Bihar, after the
demise of party veteran and deputy chief minister
Sushil Modi, BJP does not have a presentable CM
face in whom the electorate may see an alternative.

The second inference from the outcome is that
Rashtriya Janata Dal leader Lalu Prasad Yadav’s
charisma has faded in the circumstances he has
been passingthrough because of corruption charges,
prolongedlitigation and hisfailinghealth. Moreover,
he has been contending with fissures in the family
because of the rebellion of his eldest son Tej Pratap
who too has been nursing political ambitions and
acting against Tejashwi, whom Lalu has been pro-
moting for the chief minister’s position. Political
watchers whose assessment IPA sought told this
correspondent even within the party there are sec-
tions who doubt whether the younger son is worthy
of beingthe state’s chief minister ; an alternative to
Nitish. Therearealsodoubts whether RJD’s Yadav-
Muslim vote bank of RJD is intact.

If the new factor of Assauddin Owaisi’s
Hyderabad-based All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (Majlis) is taken into account, lot of
traditional Muslim votes have shifted from RJD
in 2025 polls to NDA and also to AIMIM. A perti-
nent question is whether Tejashwi has been able
to expand the Yadav vote bank and attract other
very backward sections to support RJD. Majlis put
up candidates on 15 seats in the Muslim-majority
Seemanchal region which has 24 seats. AIMIM has
wonall the five seats in had bagged in 2020 pollsand
accordingto indications available on November 14
evening,, Its vote share was estimated to haverisen
101.87 per cent from 1.24 per cent in 2020. It is safe to
suggest that Majlisand Prashant Kishor’s Jan Suraaj

Party, which fought on many seats, have dented the
vote share of Mahagathbandhan.

Thethird conclusion isthat the Congress, which
hadputup candidates in 61 constituenciesand could
win only six seats, continues to be organizationally
very weak. The party’sdistrict-level outfitsare virtu-
ally nonfunctional and serious attempts toactivate
them have just not been made. Abrupt change of
guardsatthe PCCand DCClevelsand virtual absence
of serious political activity in the form of agitation-
al programmes and workers’ conferences have
been costing the party in elections. Organisational
elections, which activate party workers and help
induction of new faces, do not have any priority in
the party’s scheme of things, sources told IPA. The
practice of ‘friendly’ contests in about a dozen seats
intheabsence of compact seat-sharingdealshasalso
cost both the Congress and RJD.

The fourth conclusion is the quiet emergence
of Lok Janshakti Party’s (Ram Vilas) youth leader
Chirag Paswan as a factor to be taken serious note
inBihar’spolitics. Chirag, whoisa Union minister
atthe Centreand for bringing whom underthe NDA
fold BJPlegitimately can claim credit, hasleftamark
in the Assembly elections.

He put up candidates on 28 seats and LJP (RV)
bagged 19of them on Friday. It meritstobereckoned
as an impressive show, given the fact RJD under
Tejashwi’s stewardship had contested 143 seats but
could bagjust 25 of them , down from 75in 2020 polls.
Political observerssee in him anaspirantfor Bihar’s

chief ministership and wonder, given the BJP top
brass’s soft corner for him, whether he would be
drafted as deputy chief minister in the upcoming
Nitish-led ministry.

A widely shared view in political quarters is
that women-centric schemes greatly helped Nitish,
hisparty and NDA, in general. A one-time financial
assistance of Rs 10,000 was extended to 1.21 crore
beneficiaries associated with Jeevika. It cost an
estimated Rs 12,100 crore. On Nitish’s part, it was
taking a big risk financially ; politically, it was tan-
tamount to a gamble.

The scheme was rolled out on September 26 by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The poll sched-
ule was announced by the Election Commission
of India on October 6. This particular scheme and
other women-centric initiatives taken earlier by the
chiefminister helped him substantially in mobiliz-
ing across caste lines women voters’ support. His
party, JDU, was able to increase the women vote
share to 19.03 per cent from 15.39 per cent in 2020
polls. BJP gained marginally, to 20.42 per cent from
19.46 per cent.

Nitish Kumar’searlier initiatives werereserva-
tion forwomen in panchayats and municipal bodies
(2006) and 35 per centreservation for women in state
police (2007). The decision toenforce prohibition was
also intended to improve the quality of life of women.
Laxity in enforcement and malpractices are there
; but one cannot fault the intention of Nitish, said
knowledgeable quarters.
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Manipur protest turns violent: Case filed
for assault, obstruction, security breach

I

IMPHAL

A criminal case has been registered for
offences including assault on a public
servant, obstruction of duty, breaching
security barricades, use of racial slurs,
and unauthorised movement toward a
protected premises in Manipur.
According to the Manipur Police
morning bulletin issued on Friday, the
case was registered at Porompat Police
Station under relevant sections of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023.
The case follows a protest by a mob
of about 50-60 individuals, identified as
volunteers of the Coordinating Commit-
tee on Manipur Integrity (COCOMI), a
prominent social organisation in the
state, which took place on Thursday.
The police reported that the protest-
ers emerged from Govindajee Crossing,
carrying placards and shouting slogans
opposing the conduct of the Sangai Fes-
tival 2025, and proceeded toward Hapta
Kangjeibung, in clear violation of pro-
hibitory orders issued by the District
Magistrate, Imphal East. Security per-

Three Killed

sonnel made repeated attempts to stop
and peacefully disperse the protesters.
Inspector General of Police (Zone-I)
Themthing Ngashangva supervised the
situation on the scene. Police teams,
including women personnel, repeated-

Bodoland University Seminar

1 —

ly attempted to stop and disperse the
group. However, the mob turned violent,
throwing water bottles and placards at
the police.

A woman protester assaulted the
IGP and used derogatory racial slurs

while he was performing his duty.

The mob later moved toward the pal-
ace premises, where the house guards of
the Member of Parliament allowed them
inside, hindering police efforts.

The IGP approached the gate to ques-
tion the action of the house guards, but
did not enter the palace premises.

Meanwhile, police stated that efforts
are underway to identify the woman
protester who assaulted the IGP, using
available video footage and witness
statements.

However, a video clip uploaded on
social media has shown a police officer
using his baton to hit a woman protester.

Social media reports also claimed
that the protesters were demanding the
rights of Manipur IDPs and questioned
the role of the Manipur police, asking
whether they serve the people or politi-
cians.

The Manipur Police added that per-
sonnel on duty acted with restraint
and professionalism, and that only the
minimum force necessary was used to
restore order.

Shillong is happier than
Helsinki, says Author Francesc
Miralles at Literary Festival

SHILLONG

Challenging the World Happiness Re-
port, acclaimed author Francesc Mi-
ralles said at the 5th Shillong Literary
Festival on Thursday that he finds
“more happy people in India than in
Finland.” Also Read - Manipur valley
flares as COCOMI, IDPs launch mas-
sive protests against Sangai Fest Mi-
ralles, co-author of the best-selling IKi-
gai: The Japanese Secret to a Long and
Happy Life, said, “I don’t believe in this
happiness index because they say, for
instance, that Finland is the happiest
country. I find more happy people in
India than Finland.”

Highlighting that happiness goes
beyond material comforts, he added,
“Happiness is not only having money
or a good education... it’s also the dai-
ly vibe of what you are experiencing.”
Referring to India’s strong social con-
nections, he said, “I experienced in In-
dia that people are very social and very
curious. When you are on a train in
India and sitting next to someone, he’s

going to ask you where you come from,
what you like... That doesn’t happen in
Europe.”

Describing India as “a very inter-
esting place” because of this natural
curiosity “to know, to learn from other
people,” he remarked, “The people are
alive here... So I would say Shillong is
happier than Helsinki,” referring to
Finland’s capital.

Speaking on the digital age and its
influence on wellbeing, Miralles ac-
knowledged it as “a distraction” but
also noted that people are helping and
connecting through technology, which
contributes to happiness. “We want to
do something of value, impact society,
help each other... you can do it in the
digital world,” he said. These values,
he added, lead to contentment and pur-
pose, even though “the digital world is
affecting us in a way that we are too
distracted.” Discussing his book Iki-
gai, Miralles said it was the result of
research into the people of Okinawa,
Japan, who have among the world’s
longest lifespans.

as Truck Hit by
Agartala-Silchar
Express at
Illegal Railway
Crossing
AGARTALA

Three people were Kkilled
on November 20 when a
goods-laden truck was
struck by the Agarta-
la-Silchar Express near
Ambasa station after en-
tering the tracks through
an illegal railway cross-
ing.
The fatal collision oc-
curred around 1:12 p.m.
when the truck suddenly
moved onto the line in
front of train number DN
15663, which was trav-
elling between Ambasa
and Manu. The driver
and two passengers died
on the spot. Railway staff
removed the debris by
1:30 p.m., and the train
resumed its journey four
minutes later.

The Northeast Frontier
Railway confirmed that
the point where the acci-
dent took place is an un-
authorised crossing. Offi-
cials said they have made
several attempts to close
the illegal access route to
ensure the safety of both
rail passengers and road
users, but each effort has
been met with resistance
from local residents.

The latest attempt to
seal the crossing was on
October 5, when railway
personnel from Agartala
were reportedly prevent-
ed by locals from block-
ing entry to the site.

Reiterating safety con-
cerns, railway authori-
ties urged the public to
avoid unauthorised track
crossings. They noted
that trespassing on rail-
way lines is a punishable
offence under the Indian
Railways Act and poses
grave risks to life and
property.

Calls for Action to Save NE
Indigenous Heritage

GUWAHATI
A national seminar on “Oral &
Written Histories: Indigenous Arts,
Weaving, Ecological Crafts, Food
Traditions & Languages” was held
on November 20 at Bodoland Uni-
versity, bringing together scholars,
researchers and cultural practition-
ers from across India and abroad.
Organised under the EMWS-
SAA project of the NEC, Ministry
of DoNER, in collaboration with
NEIHA, the event underscored the
urgent need to document and pre-
serve the Northeast’s diverse indig-
enous heritage. Dr. Zothanchhingi
Khiangte, Principal Investigator of
the project and Coordinator of the
Centre for Women Studies, opened
the programme with a welcome ad-
dress.

Inaugurating the seminar, emi-
nent historian Dr. J. B. Bhattachar-
jee, Retired Professor of NEHU and
former Vice-Chancellor of Assam
University, emphasised the impor-
tance of safeguarding traditional

knowledge systems in the face of
rapid socio-cultural change.

The first academic session,
moderated by Prof. Amena Passah,
featured presentations by Prof. Suk-
hendu Debbarma of Tripura Uni-
versity, Pinuel Basumatary of the
Boro Diaspora Forum, Dawa Penjor
of BIFA, Bhutan, journalist Preetam
Brahma Choudhury, and Advocate
Pallavi Basumatary. The second
session, chaired by Dr. Zothanch-
hingi Khiangte, included contri-
butions from Prof. Salam Irene of
Manipur University, Dr. Kaburagi
Yoshihiro from Japan, Prof. Sarah
Hilaly of Rajiv Gandhi University
and Damewanmi Suchiang from
Meghalaya.

In the concluding session, speak-
ers Kishan Bagdi of Royal Global
University, author Mayur Bora and
researcher Jaiklong Basumatary
of Aronai Entertainment shared
insights on cultural narratives,
creative industries and evolving
indigenous identities.-

Assam CM:

: “‘Miyas Will Have

Peace Onl If I’m Removed

GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Wednesday is-
sued one of his strongest warn-
ings yet to suspected illegal
immigrants, asserting that Ben-
gali-speaking Muslims-locally re-
ferred to as Miyas-would find “no
peace” in the state as long as he
remains in office.

“As long as I am the chief
minister, no Miya can rest in
peace. That is final,” Sarma told
reporters, declaring that the com-
munity could “attain peace” only
by unseating him from the chief
minister’s post.

His remarks came shortly af-
ter eviction operations wrapped
up in Goalpara, with similar
drives slated for Nagaon in the
next two to three days. Sarma
said the ongoing crackdown on
what his government describes
as illegal settlers would only in-

tensify in the face of public crit-
icism.
“It is my job to punish illegal

i

encroachers,” he said, adding

Manipur Governor Releases Rs. 29.99 Lakh to Support
Conservation of Endangered Manipuri Ponies

IMPHAL

Manipur Governor Ajay Kumar
Bhalla on Thursday released
?29.99 lakh in incentives to pony
owners through Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT), renewing govern-
ment support for the conservation
of the endangered Manipuri Pony
after a three-year gap.

According to a Raj Bhavan
communiqué, a total of ?29,99,200
was disbursed under the State
Plan fund for 1,150 ponies above
six months of age, covering 86
pony owners and clubs across the
state. The incentive is intended to
help owners supplement feeding
and care for their animals during
lean periods.

The distribution programme
was attended by the Chief
Secretary, along with senior
officials from the Department of

" Guwahati Pioneer

Veterinary & Animal Husbandry.

The Manipuri Pony-also
known locally as the Meitei Sagol-
was declared an endangered breed

in 2013 following a sharp and con-
tinuing decline in its population.
Numbers dropped from 1,898 in
2003 to just 1,089 by 2019, driven

largely by habitat loss and shrink-
ing grazing grounds. Despite a
conservation and development
policy introduced in 2016, efforts
to stabilise the breed have faced
persistent challenges.

The pony holds deep cultur-
al significance in Manipur and
is central to Sagol Kangjei, the
traditional game widely regard-
ed as the precursor to modern
polo. British officers stationed
in Manipur are believed to have
adapted the local sport to create
the global game known today.

As part of ongoing conserva-
tion initiatives, the state gov-
ernment has allotted 30 acres of
grassy fields at Lamphelpat in
Imphal West, providing a dedi-
cated habitat where the ponies can
roam and graze freely, offering
renewed hope for the survival of
this iconic breed.

Ico-Iriendly Solution

for Lead Removal Using Microorganisms

GUWAHATI

Indian Institute of Technology Guwaha-
ti researchers have developed a natural
method to remove lead from contaminated
water using cyanobacteria, microorgan-
isms that are related to bacteria but are
capable of photosynthesis. The developed
method offers a sustainable and low-cost
solution to one of the world’s most persis-
tent environmental threats.

The findings of this research have been
published in the prestigious Journal of
Hazardous Materials, in a paper co-au-
thored by Prof. Debasish Das, Professor,
Dept. of Bioscience and Bioengineering,
along with his postdoctoral fellow, Dr. Ab-
hijeet Mahana, and Prof. Tapas K. Mandal,
Dept. of Chemical Engineering, IIT Guwa-
hati.

On a global level, lead is one of the
most toxic pollutants, affecting over 800
million children, with approximately 275
million in India. It commonly enters water
through industrial discharge, agricultur-
al runoff, and old water pipelines. Once
a water resource is contaminated with
lead, it remains for decades, accumulating
in living organisms and causing severe

Quest

The sentence “A nut for a jar of tuna.”
is the same when read backwards.

(Towards Right) Prof. Debasish Das, Professor, Dept. of Bioscience and Bioengineering,
along with his research scholar, Mr. Abhijeet Mahana

neurological, cardiovascular, Kidney, and
developmental problems. Conventional
methods, such as chemical treatment and
synthetic adsorbents used for removing
lead, are generally expensive and often
generate secondary pollutants.

To address these challenges, the re-
search team at IIT Guwahati has used bi-
oremediation, a natural process in which
microorganisms clean contaminated envi-
ronments. These microorganisms natural-
ly exist in soil and water and help in restor-
ing ecological balance. To achieve this, the

research team employed a light-depend-
ent lead-bonding cyanobacterial species,
“Phormidium corium NRMC-50”. The
team researched the different parts of the
cyanobacterium to examine which of the
components were the most efficient to ab-
sorb and remove the lead contaminants.

As a result, the study found that exo-
polysaccharides, or EPS, a part of the cy-
anobacterium, exhibited the highest lead
removal efficiency of 92.5% from contam-
inated water.

Speaking about the findings of the re-

search, Prof. Debasish Das, Dept. of Bio-
sciences and Bioengineering, IIT Guwaha-
ti, said, “These cyanobacterial biosorbents
require minimal energy input and can be
scaled without sophisticated infrastruc-
ture, making them more affordable for
widespread application. Preliminary esti-
mates suggest that the overall cost of treat-
ment using our method is approximately
40-60% lower than that of conventional
techniques, while maintaining compara-
ble or even superior efficiency in metal re-
moval. This economic advantage, coupled
with its eco-friendly nature, positions our
approach as a sustainable alternative for
industries and municipalities seeking af-
fordable solutions to contamination.”

The researchers also demonstrated
that cyanobacteria offer multiple envi-
ronmental benefits such as absorbing
pesticides, herbicides, hydrocarbons,
synthetic dyes, and industrial chemicals,
among others. The metals absorbed by
the microorganisms can be recovered and
converted into valuable products such as
biochar, bioplastics, or biofuels.

Considering these organisms are
self-replicating, low-cost, and require
only sunlight, carbon dioxide, and min-
imal nutrients, they offer a sustainable
alternative to synthetic adsorbents cur-
rently being used globally.As the next
step, the research team is targeting scal-
ing the process from laboratory setup to
a pilot-scale treatment system and testing
it in real wastewater streams.

that those targeted by eviction
drives would “continue to bear
the pain and cry in front of the
media” because “there is no oth-

er way out.”
Sarma also cautioned that
people attending opposition

meetings would be treated no dif-
ferently. Whether they appear at
his gatherings or those of public
figures and opposition leaders
such as musician Zubeen Garg,
Congress MP Gaurav Gogoi or
MLA Rakibul Hussain, individu-
als identified as suspected illegal
immigrants “will have no peace,”
he said.

He suggested that those who
“do not speak against the BJP
government” might see some res-
pite but maintained that eviction
drives would continue irrespec-
tive of political affiliations or
public sentiment.

“The more they give state-
ments, the more the eviction,”
Sarma said, directly linking the
scale of government action to
vocal criticism of his administra-
tion’s policies.

Nagaland: NCPCR deploys Al
tools to tackle online child abuse

KOHIMA

The National Commission for Pro-
tection of Child Rights (NCPCR)
has begun using artificial intel-
ligence to track and prevent the
circulation of online child sexual
abuse material, marking a major
step forward in strengthening digi-
tal safety for children, officials said
on Thursday.

At a state-level conference on
the implementation of key child-
rights legislations, NCPCR senior
consultant K. P. J. Gerald said inte-
grating Al into the child protection
system represents a “significant
leap” in safeguarding children in
an increasingly digital world.

Gerald stressed that every
child-rights case reflects a real
child’s struggle and urged officials,
teachers, parents and citizens to
work collectively to ensure that
legal protections translate into re-
al-world safety.

He also recalled the Commis-
sion’s mandate under the CPCR
Act, 2005, and the UN Convention
on the Rights of the Child, noting
that all policies must uphold these
principles.

Highlighting recent progress,
he said coordinated efforts from
state and district authorities over
the past six months helped NCPCR
resolve nearly 26,000 complaints,
rescue more than 2,300 children
from trafficking and other high-
risk situations, and repatriate over
1,000 children to Child Care Institu-
tions in their home districts.

He also noted that the Commis-
sion’s “Sugar Board” advisory pro-

moting healthy lifestyle values has
been adopted by 14 states, covering
almost six lakh schools, and was
mentioned by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi in his Mann Ki Baat
programme.

Gerald outlined the Commis-
sion’s priorities for the coming
months, including strengthening
mental-health support for children,
expanding Al-based monitoring
of online threats, integrating its 16
digital portals under a unified plat-
form, improving data systems for
complaint management, and en-
suring stronger implementation of
the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015, and
the POCSO Act, 2012.

Commissioner and Secretary
for School Education and SCERT
Nagaland, Kevileno Angami, em-
phasized the need for child rights to
move from legislation to meaning-
ful action.

She said that while India clear-
ly defines 10 fundamental rights
for children, the challenge lies in
ensuring these rights are upheld
in classrooms, homes and commu-
nities.

She stressed that child pro-
tection cannot rest with the gov-
ernment alone, urging parents,
communities, teachers and local
institutions to actively participate.

NSCPCR Chairperson Alun
Hangsing cautioned that rapid
technological advances influence
children both positively and neg-
atively, placing greater responsi-
bility on educators—whom she
described as “nation builders”—to
instill values, ethics and social
awareness.
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PM Modi
embarks on
visit to South
Alrica to attend
(20 summit

Prime Minister Narendra
IModion Friday embarked on a
three-day visit to South Africa
to attend the first G20 summit
being held in Africa.

Modi will attend the summit
from November 21 to 23, mark-
ing a significant milestone as
the first G20 summit held on the
|African continent. This will be
IPM Modi’s fourth official visit
to South Africa, following his
bilateral visit in 2016 and his
attendance at the two BRICS
summits in 2018 and 2023.

During his stay in
Johannesburg, the prime min-
ister will also attend the sixth
IBSA Summit on the sidelines
of the G20.

“I will present India’s per-
spective at the Summit in line
with our vision of ‘Vasudhaiva
[Kutumbakam’ and ‘One earth,
One Family and One future’,”

Modi said in his departure
statement. The prime minis-
ter will also interact with the
Indian diaspora in South Africa,
which is one of the largest out-
side India. The G20 comprises
major economies representing
85% of global GDP and 75% of
international trade. The forum
has identified priority areas
under South Afrrica’s presidency
theme of ‘Solidarity, Equality,
Sustainability’.

Notably, this is the fourth
consecutive G20 meeting hosted
by the Global South, following
Indonesia, India, and Brazil’s
presidencies. Prior to South
Africa, the G20 presidencies
were held by Brazil (2024), India
(2023) and Indonesia (2022).

According to the Secretary
(ER) of the Ministry of External
Affairs, Sudhakar Dalela, G20
is an important forum, with
countries in previous sessions
agreeing to have a consensus

declaration, pilot,and take new|
initiatives on several themes
that impact the Global South.
“We are very happy that|

these discussions have carried|
forward under the presidency of]
Brazil and, of course, in South|
Africa under four verticles
that South Africa has outlined|
for their own presidency. A
number of achievements have
been made throughout the year|
across various tracks in these
areas. Soweare very happy that
the issues of importance to the
Global South are at the centre of
discussion and are being high-
lighted,” Secretary added.

Regarding the bilateral meet-
ings to be held on the sidelines
ofthe G20, Secretary Dalela said
they are in the process of organ-
ising them. He added that Indial
and South Africa are democra-
cies and that their cooperation
has three pillars, one of which|
is political cooperation.

Trumps draft peace plan for

UN remains indispensable;
needs to be more representative,
responsive: Shashi Tharoor

NEW DELHI

Congress MP Shashi Tharoor
has said the UN remains indis-
pensable even in the face of its
“failures” over Gaza and Ukraine,
asserting that the world body’s
challenge is to become more rep-
resentative and responsive in a
world that needs principled global
cooperation more than ever.

Tharoor, who has served as
the UN under secretary gener-
al in the past, said on Thursday
that to abandon the United
Nations would be to abandon the
very idea of common humanity.

“We need to recommit our-
selves to the UN. As someone
who served the UN for three
decades from 1978-2007, I wit-
nessed first-hand its evolution
from a Cold War battleground
to a post-Cold War laboratory
of global cooperation,” the MP
from Thiruvananthapuram said,
delivering the 15th Desmond
Tutu International Peace
Lecture in Cape Town, South
Africa. “I was part of its efforts
to protect refugees and its strug-
gles to build peace.

Isaw the UN falter in Rwanda,
rise to the occasion in Timor-
Leste and Namibia. I saw it
struggle with bureaucracy and
politics, yet persist in its mission
to feed the hungry, shelter the
displaced and give voice to the
voiceless,” Tharoor said.

“Today, when people decry its
failures over Gaza and Ukraine, I
acknowledge again that the UN is
not perfect nor was it ever meant
to be, and yet it remains indis-
pensable,” he said.

As someone who spent
much of his adult life in its ser-
vice, Tharoor said he remains
convinced that the UN matters.

It matters to the refugees
seeking shelter, to the peace-
keepers standing guard, and to
the diplomat negotiating a frag-
ile truce, the former Minister of
State for External Affairs said.

“It matters to all of us who

believe that cooperation is not
weakness and that justice is not
luxury.

The UN remains an indispen-
sable symbol of not perfection
but of possibility, as (former
UN Secretary General) Dag
Hammarskjold so memorably
said, ‘it was not meant to take
mankind to heaven but to save
humanity from hell’,” Tharoor
stated. In the aftermath of its
80th anniversary last month,
the UN’s challenge is to become
more representative, more
responsive and resilient in a
world that needs principled
global cooperation more than
ever, he said.

“To abandon it would be to
abandon the very idea of our
common humanity.

Our own survival and that
of the only universal world
organisation we have - the UN -
depends not on nostalgia but on
renewal, and that renewal begins
with the recognition that in an
interconnected world, no nation
is truly sovereign unless all are,”
Tharoor said.

It is time for that moral reim-
agination of the UN, he added.

Tharoor also called for replac-
ing tolerance with acceptance
and cited the words and vision
of Swami Vivekananda.

“I am a Hindu and I learn
from the great preacher
Swami Vivekananda, who took

— -

~

|

Hinduism to the world of the
late 19th century, that Hinduism
stands for both tolerance and
universal acceptance.

We believe not only in univer-
sal toleration, he (Vivekananda)
spoke but we also accept all reli-
gions as true.

This was a profound insight,
and that too in the late Victorian
era,” Tharoor said.

“I, after all, went to school in
India, studied history, and learnt
that tolerance is a virtue, that
a tolerant king is a good king
because he allows you to believe
what he doesn’t believe in. But
in fact, Vivekananda was telling
us that tolerance is a patronis-
ingidea. It is saying that ‘Thave
the truth’, but I will magnani-
mously indulge in your right to
be wrong’,” he said.

What Vivekananda taught
Hindus is that we must replace
tolerance with acceptance,
Tharoor said.

“That is, we must say, ‘I
believe I have the truth, you
believe you have the truth.

I will respect your truth,
please respect my truth’,” he
said.

In that, there is a great recipe
for human and inter-religious
co-existence, Tharoor said.

“His (Vivekananda’s) vision
was summarised in the credo
‘Sarva dharma sambhav’. All
religions are equal. Yet too often

religion is reduced to bounda-
ry-making, to identity politics,
to tribalism. We forget that the
word religion comes from the
word religare - to bound togeth-
er,” he said.

Tharoor said the vision of
Archbishop Tutu demands that
people reject the false choice
between peace and justice and
insist on both, recognising that
healing requires truth and that
truth requires courage.

He said the vision demands
that “we listen to the silenced,
listen to the stories of survivors,
listen to the victims of terror and
not those who clamour their
cause in its name, that we dis-
mantle the systems - legal eco-
nomic, ideological - that perpet-
uate inequality and exclusions,
that we challenge the structures
that exclude and clamour to
change them into places of inclu-
sion, and above all it demands
that we reclaim hope.

“In a world driven by war
and terrorism, by climate col-
lapse and mass displacement, by
rising authoritarianism, hostil-
ity and xenophobia, it is easy to
despair, but despair is a luxury
we cannot afford, Tharoor assert-
ed. Ending with a call to action,
he said, “Let us be the genera-
tion that refused to be divided
by fear or hatred, let us be the
citizens who speak truth even
when it trembles in our throats,
the believers of every faith
and those who chose love over
hatred, justice over vengeance,
courage over comfort, principles
over the uneasy compromises of
pragmatism.”

“Let us be the builders of
bridges, the architects of inclu-
siveness, the healers of wounds,
the promoters of hope, the ones
that held aloft the flickering
flame of hope and faith even in
the midst of intensifying dark-
ness, for the world does not
need more cynics, it needs more
Tutus and more Tutu-like souls,”
Tharoor said.

hree killed in
Dhaka as 57 quake
jolts Bangladesh;

Ukraine cedes |
Kyivs m

WASHINGTON

‘USPresident Donald Trump’s plan forend-
ing the war in Ukraine would cede land to
Russiaand limit the size of Kyiv's military,
according to a draft obtained Thursday by
The Associated Press.

The proposal, originating from negoti-
ations between Washington and Moscow,
appeared decidedly favorable to Russia,
which started the war nearly four years
ago by invading its neighbor. If past is pro-
logue, itwould seemuntenablefor Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, who has
opposed Trump’s previous calls for territo-
rial concessions.

A side agreement aims to satisfy
Ukrainian security concerns by saying a
future “significant, deliberate and sustained
armed attack” by Russia would be viewed
as “threatening the peace and security of
the transatlantic community.”

Theagreement, which was detailed by
asenior US official who was not authorized
topublicly discuss the matter, doesnot obli-
gatethe United States or Europeanalliesto
intervene on Ukraine’s behalf, although it
says they would “determine the measures
necessary torestore security.”

Trump’spushtoend the war coulddrive
awedgebetween himselfand Europeanlead-
ers, whoarelikely tooppose any agreement
that could be seen as rewarding Russian
President Vladimir Putin for his aggres-
sion, leaving him emboldened rather than
defeated.

For example, the proposal would not
only bar Ukraine from joining NATO but
would also prevent the alliance’s future
expansion. Suchastepwould beasignificant
victory for Moscow, which views NATO
asathreat.

Putin would also gain ground he has
beenunable towinon thebattlefield. Under
thedraft, Moscow would hold all theeastern
Donbas region, even though approximate-
1y 14% still remains in Ukrainian hands.
Ukraine’s military, currently at roughly
880,000 troops, would be reduced to 600,000.

The proposal opens the door to lifting
sanctionson Russiaand returning ittowhat

wasformerly known as the Group of Eight,
which includes many of the world’s biggest
economies.

Russia wassuspended from theannual
gathering in 2014 following its annexation
of Crimea, a strategically important penin-
sula on the northern coast of the Black Sea
that is internationally recognized as part
of Ukraine.

The US team began drawing up the
plan soon after US special envoy Steve
Witkoff held talks with Rustem Umerov,
atop adviser to Zelenskyy, according to a
senior administration official who wasnot
authorized to comment publicly and spoke
on the condition of anonymity. The official
added that Umerov agreed tothemajority of
theplan, aftermakingseveralmodifications,
and then presented it to ZelensKkyy.

US Army Secretary Dan Driscoll was
alsoinKyivon Thursday and discussed the
latest draft with Zelenskyy, accordingto a
senior administration official. Zelenskyy
offered a measured statement on social
mediaabout it but did not directly speak to
the substance of the proposal.

“Ourteams—of Ukraineand the United
States— will work on the provisions of the
plan to end the war. We are ready for con-
structive, honestand swift work,” he wrote.

Meanwhile, Trump’s special envoy to
Ukraine, Keith Kellogg, has informed the
WhiteHousehe'llleave his post in January,
accordingtotwosenioradministration offi-
cials.

Kellogg was initially named special
envoy for Ukraine and Russia during
Trump’s presidential transition. But his
role shrunk as WitKkoff, a real estate devel-
operturned diplomat, emerged asthe pres-
ident’s chief interlocutor with Putin and
hisadvisers.

Under the proposal, Russia would com-
mittomakingnofutureattacks, something
the White House views as a concession. In
addition, $100billion infrozen Russian assets
would be dedicated to rebuilding Ukraine.

However, handing over territory to
Russia would be deeply unpopular in
Ukraine. It also would be illegal under

Ukraine’s constitution. Zelenskyy has
repeatedly ruled out such a possibility.

Russiawould alsobeallowed tokeephalf
ofthe power generated by Europe’s largest
nuclearpowerplant, Zaporizhzhia, which it
capturedfrom Ukraineearly duringthe war.

Thedraftcallsfora “Peace Council” that
Trump will oversee. The council isan idea
that Trumpsnatched fromhislengthy peace
planaimed at bringing about a permanent
end to war between Israel and Hamas in
Gaza.

Ifeither Ukraine or Russia violated the
truce once enacted, it would face sanctions.

US Rep. Don Bacon, R-Neb., an Air
Force veteran, rejected the emerging plan.
“Unacceptable,” he posted on social media.

“Ttisa1938 Munich,” referringtoa dip-
lomaticagreementaimed atsecuringpeace
with Nazi Germany but widely viewed as
paving the way for World War IL.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio and
Witkoff have been quietly working on the
peace plan for a month, receiving input
from both Ukrainians and Russians on
termsthatareacceptabletoeach side, White
Housepresssecretary Karoline Leavitt said
Thursday. Witkoff and Kirill Dmitriev, a
close adviser to Putin, have been key to
drafting the proposal.

As reports about the draft emerged,
blindsided European diplomats insisted
they and Ukraine must be consulted.

European leaders have already been
alarmed this year by indications that
Trump’s administration might be sidelin-
ing them and Zelenskyy in its push to stop
thefighting.

Trump’sattimes conciliatory approach
to Putin has fueled those concerns, but
Trump adopted a tougher line last month
when he announced heavy sanctions on
Russia’s vital oil sector that come intoforce
Friday.

“For any plan to work, it needs
Ukrainians and Europeans on board,”
European Union foreign policy chief
Kaja Kallas said at the start of a meeting
in Brussels of the 27-nation bloc’s foreign
ministers. Shealso suggested that the draft

and to Russia, limits
litary capacity

would be too favorable toward Moscow.

German Foreign Minister Johannes
‘Wadephulsaid hetalked by phone Thursday
with Witkoffand Turkish Foreign Minister
Hakan Fidan to discuss “our various cur-
renteffortstoend Russia’s war of aggression
against Ukraineand thusfinally putanend
to the immeasurable human suffering.”

Ukraine’s deputy UN Ambassador
Khrystyna Hayovyshyn told the UN
Security Council that Kyiv has officially
received Trump’s draft peace plan and is
ready “to work constructively,” but she
stressed Ukraine’s “red lines.”

“There will never be any recognition,
formal or otherwise, of Ukrainian territo-
ry temporarily occupied by the Russian
FederationasRussian,” shesaid. “Ourland
isnotforsale.”

“Ukraine will not accept any limits
on its right to self-defense or on the size
and capabilities of our armed forces, nor
will we tolerate any infringement on our
sovereignty, including our sovereign right
to choose the alliances we want to join,”
Hayovyshyn added.

It was not clear whether European
foreign ministers had seen the peace plan,
which was first reported by Axios.

Although they appeared caught by
surprise, some elements of the plan were
not new. Trump said last month that the
Donbas region should be “cut up,” leaving
most of it in Russian hands.

However, theadministration’s previous
diplomaticefforts this yeartostop thefight-
ing have so far come tonothing. A summit
between Trump and Putin in Alaska did
notresult in a breakthrough over the sum-
mer, and plans for them to meet again in
Budapest, Hungary, didnotcometofruition.

Trump frequently complained that
the negotiations involving Ukraine were
taking longer than other conflicts where
he helped mediate.

“Ithought that was goingtobemy easy
one because [ have a good relationship
with President Putin,” he said this week.
“ButI'malittle disappointed in President
Putin right now.”

remorswere
elt across
est
Bengal,
including
Kolkata,
and parts
of the
Northeast on Friday
morning after a 5.7-mag-
nitude earthquake struck
Bangladesh’s Narsingdi
district, the IMD reported.
The quake occurred at 10:08
am, with its epicentre about
13 km south-southwest of
Narsingdi at a depth of 10
km.
People in Kolkata,
Guwahati and other parts

of the region rushed out of
homes and offices as a pre-
caution. No damage has
been reported from India
so far.

In Bangladesh, three
pedestrians were killed
in Dhaka’s Bongshal
area when the railing of
a five-storey building col-
lapsed during the trem-
or, according to a Dhaka
Tribune report. Bongshal
police duty officer Ashish
Kumar Ghosh confirmed
that the victims were taken
tohospital, where two were
declared dead on the spot
and the third succumbed
later at Mitford Hospital.

tremors felt across
Bengal, Northeast

Locals told the Dhaka
Tribune that the railing
suddenly gave way as the
quake struck, killing the
pedestrians who were walk-
ing past the building.
Bangladesh
Meteorological Department
officials said the earth-
quake, which shook
Dhaka measured 5.7 on
the Richter scale with its
epicentre in Madhabdi,
Narsingdi. Tremors were
also felt across Chandpur,
Nilphamari, Sitakunda,
Sirajganj, Narayanganj,
Patuakhali, Bogura, Barisal
and Moulvibazar, the
Dhaka Tribune reported.
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Jonaak Gola Jaaror Nixha
KOLKATA CELEBRATES BIRTHDAY OF

ZUBEEN GARG WITH EMOTION AND UNITY

-

waak

KOLKATA:

a

In a heartfelt gathering organised
by the *Kolkata Assamese Cultural
Association (KACA)*, aleading
social and cultural organisation of
the city, the birthday of late singer
*Zubeen Garg* was celebrated with
warmth and remembrance at As-
sam Bhawan. Admirers from across
Kolkata, including those speaking
Assamese and Bengali, came to-
gether to honour the legendary
artist, marking the first birthday
celebration in the city without his
presence. The sense of loss and grief
among the attendees was clearly felt
throughout the event.

The programme was inaugurated
with a lamp-lighting ceremony led
by Tapas Deb, Joint Resident Com-
missioner, Assam Bhawan; Prof.
Dr. Khanindra Pathak, President
of the Kolkata Assamese Cultural
Association; and Hiten Hatkhowa,
Working President of the Associa-
tion. The gathering paid homage to
the beloved icon of Assam with deep
respect.

The evening featured a captivat-
ing medley of Zubeen Garg’s ever-
green songs. With vocals in more
than 35,000 songs, Zubeen Garg was
cherished not only by the people of
Assam but also held a special place
in the hearts of Bengalis in Kolkata.

Several eminent personalities

from Kolk-
ata’s music
and film

KRC fraternity,

For & Shcemvetd Tomerow who had
Never underestimate cg]l:ilborlat-
the power of dressing ed close'y
well. with Zubeen

Garg,

Gola
lrib
,;;‘.‘\:

graced the occasion. Among them
were noted lyricist Priyo Chatto-
padhyay and music director Akash
Sen. Celebrated actress Jaya Seal
Ghosh was also present. Every
distinguished guest and each partic-
ipant of the cultural performances
received a *sapling of Nahar* as a
token of love and appreciation from
the Association. The gathering col-
lectively pledged to carry forward
Zubeen Garg’s progressive ideals
and his deep love for nature, sym-
bolised through the blossoming of
the nahar flower in Kolkata.

The cultural segment featured
soulful musical performances by
emerging artists Abhipriya Goswa-
mi, Sujata Pal, Kanushree Baruah,
Priyambada Hazarika, Indira Deka
Roy, and Harsh Reev Shandilya.
Dance performances were presented
by Mayurakshi Bora, Ishani Dutta
Roy, and Swachhata Chakravarty.

Sanghati Das, who had performed
alongside Zubeen Garg on several
stages in Kolkata, shared her cher-
ished experiences with the iconic
singer. Her rendition of songs as-
sociated with him left the audience
deeply moved.

In the concluding segment of the
evening, conducted by the Associ-
ation’s Vice President Anuj Gogoi,
the audience stood together in an
emotional moment as they sang
**“Mayabini Raatir Bukut,”* accom-
panied by Abhi Kashyap on flute
and Imon Borah on piano.

Attendees widely appreciated the
Association’s efforts in organising
the birthday celebration, as well
as the five-day public condolence
programme held earlier in Kolkata
following Zubeen Garg’s untimely
passing.
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2026

Registrations

WEaIcEnpp gnk . +91 933 |

wisnanartheastintegrationrally.in

SPACE
FOR

YOU
ONLY

Rs. 150/- per day

PLACEMENT

Fresher, job seekers can register
with KRC Placements.Send
resume to -
Heforsuccess@gmail.com

To source candidates, organisation
can contact KRC Placements at
info@krcfoundation.org

For Details Visit:
https://bit.ly/krcplacements

Apply here:
https://bit.lyKRCPlacementForm

VOLUNTEERS REGISTERS
@ NEIR 2026

We are looking for
volunteers across NE &
West Bengal Interested
candidates (College
students, youths) can
register at https://
northeastintegrationrally.
in/Volunteer_Registration.
aspxor, send an email:
neintegrationrally@gmail.
com

BUSINESS

DIRECTORY

Business establishments, educational
institutions, individual service pro-
iders etc. can enlist themselves or
dvertise their products or services a
he most reasonable cost in InfoCom
Diary. Send your details to InfoCom
lutions at: infocom.krc@gmail.com
ubmit Here: https://bit.ly

InfoComDiaryForm

Students can ap?lly for a three-
months internship with KRC
Foundation. During the internship
the student can g]et an opportu-
nity to work on a live project. On
successful completion the stu-
dent is awarded a certificate.
Apply to 5E for Success:
eforsuccess@gmail.com
For Details Visit:

https://bit.ly/krcstudentinternship
or

www.krcfoundation.org/prod-
ucts-services/training-develop-
ment-5e-for-success/internship

Participate in NE India Writing Star
Contest and get your writings published.
Eligibility: From Class VI onwards. Each
participants receives a digital panicipa@-J
ion certificates. Send articles at: info
krcfoundation.org
For Details Visit:
https://bit.ly/NEIndiaWritingStarContest
krcfoundation.org/campaigns-csr,
ne-india-writing-star-contest

To engage with KRC TIMES,
please use the following e-mails
and WhatsApp Nos:
For News: krctimes@gmail.com
WP: 8721838313
r Advertisement: info@krcfoun-
dation.org / WP: 9330830083
For Subscription:krctimes@gmail.
com/ WP: 8721838313
Editor: biswadeep.gupta@gmail.
com/ WP: 8721838313

Published by KRC Foundation.H.No. 15, Old Kalibari Road, Malugram, Silchar, Assam 788002. Editor-in-chief: Biswadeep Gupta. Tel: 8721838313, e-mail: krctimes@gmail.com www.krctimes.com
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NEIR 2026 to traverse
through beautiful Bagdogra

he NEIR 2026 has
agdogra to tra-
verse. Bagdogra
rarely announc-
es itself. It isn’t
a city people
dream about or a destination
that inspires early-morning
plans. Yet anyone who has
travelled to the eastern Hi-
malayas knows this place,
even if only from an airport
tarmac, a tea-fringed high-
way, or a fog-laden morning
when flights seem to hang in
limbo. Bagdogra is a thresh-
old. It’s the moment where
the plains loosen their grip
and the hills start calling.
Here’s what matters.
When you look past the idea
of Bagdogra as just a transit
point, you find a landscape
where the region’s stories
mingle and collide. Soldiers,
tea workers, students, pil-
grims, backpackers, trad-
ers, and truckers all pass
through the same roads. The
result is a place shaped less
by permanence and more by
movement. That’s its charac-
ter. Bagdogra grows around
moments of arrival and de-
parture.
Start with geography. Bag-
dogra lies at the foothills of
the Darjeeling Himalayas,

“x’ KRC

just outside Siliguri, where
the plains begin tilting up-
ward. The Teesta and Mah-
ananda rivers carve through
the region, shaping not just
the soil but the rhythm of
life. Drive a few minutes in
any direction, and the scen-
ery shifts. On one side, tea
gardens unroll in long green
corridors. On the other
hand, the land leads toward
the Dooars, with forests that
still feel ancient. Keep go-
ing north, and the hills start
climbing toward Darjeeling,
Kalimpong, and Sikkim.
Bagdogra sits at the hinge of
all these different worlds.

The airport is where most
people meet. Unlike big met-
ros, Bagdogra Airport isn’t
overwhelmed by glass, steel,
or noise.

It’s practical, busy, and
surprisingly human. You
can stand outside arrivals
and watch the story of the re-
gion unfold in a single frame.
Families waiting for sons re-
turning from army duty. Ho-
teliers from Darjeeling with
placards. Taxi operators ne-
gotiaterates in Nepali, Hindi,
and Bangla without missing
a beat. Tourists try to figure
out whether they want the
hills or the forests first. For a

DATE:
6 JAN, 2026

www.northeastintegrationrolly.in

small town, it handles a lot of
ambition.

But Bagdogra is more than
a gateway. The tea gardens
around it shape both its
landscape and its economy.
These estates are older than
the airport, older than most

of the town’s residential clus-
ters. Walk through them,
and the air changes. There’s
a quietness that doesn’t be-
long to highways or markets.
Workers move with a steady
pace, plucking leaves with
a rhythm that feels learned

over generations. The gar-
dens treat time differently.
They slow it down, stretch it,
and give it space to breathe.
That calm sits in sharp con-
trast to the frantic energy of
travellers hurrying between
flights and taxis.
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