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Assam mulls including
Zubeen Garg’s biography
in school curriculum

GUWAHATI

State Education Min-
ister Dr Ranoj Pegu
on November 3 said
that the proposal to
include the biography
of late singer Zubeen
Garg in  Assam’s
school syllabus is un-
der active consider-
tion.

“I think the board
Llis the competent au-

thority to make a de-
cision. SCERT is also examining it because
it will have to be in conformity with the na-
tional curriculum framework. Something
will be done. We’ll do it,” Pegu stated.

Meanwhile, reacting to Congress MP

Gaurav Gogoi’s recent comments, the min-
ister made a sharp counterattack, alleging
that Gogoi’s conduct and questions in Par-
liament hint at questionable affiliations.

“The kind of questions he (Gaurav Gogoi)
asks in Parliament, that itself reveals, that
itself gives an indication that he has some
Pakistan connections. We do not have to go
for any other things. Just go through the
kind of questions he asks in Parliament,”
Pegu remarked.

WHO SAID WHAT

As long as I’'m the
Chief Minister,
eviction drives

are NOT going
anywhere, but
the encroachers
certainly are

~ Dr. Himanta
Biswa Sarma, CM
Assam

GUWAHATI

Union Minister for Communica-
tions and Development of North
Eastern Region, Jyotiraditya M.
Scindia, inaugurated the North
Eastern Science and Technology
(NEST) Cluster at IIT Guwahati,
and laid the foundation stone
for transformative development
projects worth Rs 635 crore
across Assam, an official state-
ment said on Monday.

The new projects, aimed at ca-
talysing growth and connectiv-
ity across Assam, include infra-
structure development of 65 new
secondary school buildings at
the cost of Rs 455 crore, upgrada-
tion of Chayagaon-Ukium road
with an investment of Rs 102.69
crore, and the construction of
RCC Bridge at Silonijan-Dhansi-
ri Par Ghat at a cost of Rs 20.59
crore.

The development of industri-
al estates at Ramphalbil (Kokra-
jhar) with an investment of Rs
14.40 crore and at Lakhibazar
(Baksa) at a cost of Rs 18.40 crore
were the other projects for which
the foundation stones were laid
by the minister.

Highlighting the human
impact of the projects, Scindia
said, “Every brick laid and ev-
ery classroom built is a promise
kept in the service of aspiration.”
The North Eastern Science and
Technology (NEST) Cluster, es-
tablished with an investment of
Rs 22.98 crore, will serve as the
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Boost to innovation: Scindia unveils Rs.639-cr
Assam projects, NEST Cluster at lIT Guwahati

Chargesheet in Zubeen

Garg case to be filed by
Dec 17: Assam CM

GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Monday announced that au-
thorities will file the chargesheet in the
Zubeen Garg “murder” case by Decem-
ber 17, 2025.

Sarma announced this a day after
meeting Union Home Minister Amit
Shah. Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma
told reporters this afternoon that officials
are not calling today’s incident an acci-
dent. He confirmed that authorities will
file the chargesheet for Zubeen Garg’s
murder by December 17, adding that he
has set an eight-day target and that offi-
cials are fully prepared to meet it. “If any
such incident happens abroad, approval
from the Home Ministry is needed before
filing the chargesheet. Yesterday, I met
Amit Shah. So that we can get the approv-
al soon, I think that within three- four
days, SIT will write to the Ministry of
Home Affairs. If needed, we will give the
chargesheet in 7, 8, or 9 days,” CM Sarma
added.

The investigation into the death of leg-
endary Assamese singer Zubeen Garg,
who drowned under suspicious circum-
stances in the sea in Singapore on Sep-
tember 19, 2025, has intensified.

Garg, 52, was in Singapore for the
North East India Festival when he re-
portedly died while swimming, and was
not wearing a life jacket. The Singapore
autopsy listed drowning as the cause, but
thousands of fans suspected foul play.

To probe the case, the Assam gov-
ernment swiftly constituted a 9-member
Special Investigation Team (SIT) under
the Criminal Investigation Department

(CID) on September 24, led by Special
DGP Munna Prasad Gupta.

Dispur Police Station consolidated
over 60 FIRs filed statewide against festi-
val organizer Shyamkanu Mahanta and
others into Case No. 18/2025.

The FIR invokes key sections of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), includ-
ing 103 (murder, added later), 61(2) (crim-
inal conspiracy), 105 (culpable homicide
not amounting to murder), and 106(1)
(causing death by negligence).

Seven arrests have followed, includ-
ing Shyamkanu Mahanta, Garg’s man-
ager Siddharth Sharma, cousin and DSP
Sandipan Garg (suspended), band mem-
bers Shekharjyoti Goswami and Amrit-
prabha Mahanta, and personal security
officers Nandeswar Bora and Prabin
Baishya. All are in judicial custody, with
extensions granted amid public outrage;
two band members remain in Haflong
prison while the rest five are in Baksa
jail. The Enforcement Directorate and
Income Tax Department are also probing
financial irregularities tied to Mahanta’s
firm, Trend MMS.

On October 3, the government formed
a one-man judicial commission headed
by Gauhati High Court Justice Soumitra
Saikia (expanded to five members on Oc-
tober 16) to oversee the probe, marking
the first such panel under a sitting judge.

It will examine negligence, conspira-
¢y, and event sequences, inviting public
affidavits until November 21.

Garg’s cremation on September 23
at Kamarkuchi village near Guwahati
drew lakhs, with full state honors in-
cluding a 21-gun salute.

nerve centre of the Northeast’s
innovation ecosystem — trans-
forming local wisdom into global
solutions. It will focus on four
verticals: Grassroots Innovation;
Semiconductors and Artificial
Intelligence;

Technologies;
Plastics, according to an official

Bamboo-Based
Biodegradable

statement.

The NEST cluster will com-
plement DoNER’s youth-cen-
tric programmes such as NE-
SPARKS and Ashtalakshmi
Darshan, through which 3,200
students from across India will
visit the Northeast, while 800
Northeastern students will un-
dertake scientific exposure visits
to ISRO. The event was attended
by senior officials from the Gov-
ernment of Assam, representa-
tives of educational institutions,
and members of the scientific
and entrepreneurial communi-
ty. The minister said that As-
sam, long the gateway to India’s
eastern renaissance,
emerging as the innovation and
connectivity hub of a ‘Viksit Pur-
vottar’. During his visit to the IIT
Guwahati exhibition, the minis-
ter interacted with students and
researchers showcasing innova-
tions in 6G communication, bio-
degradable polymers, bamboo
tissue culture, and low-field MRI
systems for accessible health-
care. Reviewing the biodegrad-
able polymer project, Scindia re-
marked, “If you get this going, it
will be the future,” commending
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a
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the students’ spirit of scientific
curiosity and sustainable inno-
vation. Scindia underlined that
under Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s leadership, northeast has
undergone a remarkable trans-
formation from being landlocked
to land-linked and future-ready.
Over Rs 6.2 lakh crore has been
invested in the region through
the 10 per cent Gross Budgetary
Support policy, driving growth,
enterprise, and empowerment.
He highlighted landmark proj-
ects such as the Bogibeel Bridge,
Bhupen Hazarika Setu, Sela Tun-
nel, and Jogighopa Multi-Modal
Logistics Park, which have rede-
fined Assam’s connectivity land-
scape. He added that the Act East
Policy has opened new trade
frontiers, reducing travel time
between Kolkata and Agartala
from 31 hours to just 10 hours,
through new rail and road links
to Bangladesh. The minister also
noted PM Modi’s recent projects
worth Rs 6,500 crore in Darrang
and Rs 18,530 crore across As-
sam, reaffirming the Centre’s
commitment to holistic growth
spanning health, education, en-
ergy, and industry.

Biren Singh’s leaked audios

NEW DELHI

The National Forensic Science
Laboratory (NFSL) in Gandhi-
nagar told the Supreme Court
that the audio clips allegedly
linking former Manipur Chief
Minister N. Biren Singh to the
2023 ethnic violence were tam-
pered with and unfit for voice
comparison.

The findings were submitted
to a Bench of Justices Sanjay
Kumar and Alok Aradhe during
the hearing of a plea seeking a
court-monitored probe into the
recordings. After examining the
NFSL’s sealed report, the Court
directed that its final report be
furnished to both parties and
listed the matter for further
hearing on December 8. Reading

from the report, Justice Kumar
noted, “Four exhibits showed
signs of modification and tam-
pering. Therefore, they conclude
that the clips are altered and
do not constitute the original
source recording and are not sci-
entifically fit for forensic voice
comparison.”

The Bench observed that
consequently, no opinion on the
similarity or dissimilarity of
the speakers could be provided.
Appearing for the petitioner, Ad-
vocate Prashant Bhushan, repre-
senting the Kuki Organization
for Human Rights Trust, cited a
separate analysis by Truth Labs,
which claimed that a 50-minute
recording (Y1) was unedited and
had a 93% probability of voice
match with the control sample

of the same person. Justice Ku-
mar said the petitioner would be
given access to the NFSL report
to enable a detailed response.
“We will give you the report
so you can respond to it,” the
Bench told Bhushan. The Court
directed that the NFSL’s final
report, dated October 10, 2025, be
provided to both sides through
the Registrar. The Court was
hearing Kuki Organization for
Human Rights Trust v. Union of
India, seeking a court-monitored
probe into the audio recordings
allegedly linking the former
Chief Minister to the 2023 ethnic
violence in Manipur. In August
2025, the Supreme Court had di-
rected the NFSL, Gandhinagar,
to determine whether the clips
were edited or tampered with,
after an earlier report from the
Guwahati Forensic Sciences
Laboratory proved inconclusive.
Previously, on February 3, 2025,
the Court had sought a report
from the Central Forensic Sci-
ence Laboratory (CFSL) on the
same recordings. Bhushan had
relied on the Truth Labs’ private
report indicating a 93% voice
match, while the State, repre-
sented by the Solicitor General,
argued that an FIR was already
registered and verification re-
quests had been sent to social
media platforms that circulated
the clips. In May 2025, the Bench
had expressed dissatisfaction
over delays in the forensic pro-
cess, observing that the exam-
ination “cannot go on endlessly.”

doctored, NFSL informs SC
s Al TR

Manipur: Thousands of migratory Amur
falcons arrive in Tamenglong, officials report

IMPHAL

The arrival and roosting of the
world’s longest-traveling migra-
tory birds, the Amur falcons,
have increased in large numbers
in Manipur’s Tamenglong dis-
trict over the past 48 hours.

The Range Forest Officer for
Tamenglong district, Joel Gang-
mei, said that these migratory
birds, in their efforts to travel to
the southern hemisphere (South
Africa), have been roosting and
feeding in the villages of Chiulu-
an, Puching, Guangram, Bhalok,
and adjoining areas in Tamen-
glong district since October 7,
2025.

As part of a study on migra-
tion and to gather real-time
data to aid in the protection of
this globally threatened spe-
cies, the Forest Department and
the Wildlife Institute of India
(WII) announced that concerned
scientists would tag three Amur
falcons with satellite transmit-
ters at an opportune time this
season.

Two Amur falcons — Chiulu-

an2 and Guangram — were fitted
with satellite transmitters under
a WII-led project last year to

track their migratory routes.
Earlier, the State Forest
Department had feared that the

number of Amur falcons roost-
ing in Manipur might be lower
this year compared to previous
years, due to climate change and
disturbances to their habitat.

The officer said that the
Amur falcons, which start their
annual 20,000-kilometer journey
from Siberia, China, and Russia
to the southern hemisphere,
are likely to leave Manipur for
South Africa via Central India
and the Arabian Sea from No-
vember 25.

The Wildlife Protection Act,
1972, protects the Amur falcon
under Schedule IV.

After the 2022 amendment,
the government listed the spe-
cies under Schedule I, the RFO
said, adding that the interna-
tional community has started
acknowledging the state gov-
ernment’s efforts to protect the
Amur falcon, a globally signifi-
cant species.

Officials also reiterated their
appeal to the public not to catch,
kill, or trade these migratory
birds and not to disturb their
habitat.
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ALARMING
UNEMPLOY-
MENT CRISIS

he revelation that over 3.61
lakh educated unemployed
youth are registered with
employment exchanges
across Jammu and Kash-
mir is deeply unsettling.
The number of unemployed,
underemployed, and those
who have stopped registering is far higher.
The problem is not new, but what makes it
alarming is its deepening nature and the
Government’s apparent inability to imple-
ment a comprehensive, time-bound strategy
to counter it. The data points to a distress-
ing reality: Kashmir Division accounts for
over 2.08 lakh unemployed youth, while
Jammu Division has 1.52 lakh. The gender
divide, too, is visible, with over 1.27 lakh
educated women still awaiting meaningful
employment.

The most distressing factor, however, is
the stagnation in Government recruitment.
The cancellation of multiple recruitment
exams due to paper leaks and procedural ir-
regularities has severely eroded trust in the
system. This cycle of hope and heartbreak
has severely impacted thousands of aspi-
rants who have been preparing for years.
Many meritorious candidates have now
crossed the upper age limit for Government
jobs-a tragedy of bureaucratic inefficiency
that can’t be overstated.

Traditionally, the Jammu and Kashmir
Police and the Education Department have
been the largest recruiters. But the police
have not conducted any major recruitment
drives in recent years. At the same time, the
Education Department-especially higher ed-
ucation-has resorted to ad hoc and contrac-
tual appointments, often bypassing proper
selection mechanisms. The High Court has
now objected to such temporary arrange-
ments, further complicating the situation.
Meanwhile, thousands of sanctioned posts
across engineering, healthcare, and admin-
istrative departments remain vacant for
years, with no systematic vacancy audit or
referral to selection boards.

Ironically, even as industrial activity
has picked up in parts of Jammu Division,
the benefits have largely bypassed the lo-
cal population. Employers often prefer
workers from outside the Union Territory,
citing the lack of requisite technical skills
among local youth. This glaring mismatch
between education and employability lies at
the heart of the problem. J&K’s education
system continues to churn out graduates
poorly aligned with market needs. The gap
between what industries demand and what
institutions supply has never been wider.

The Government’s response-promoting
self-employment through Mission Youth,
Mission YUVA, Startup initiatives, and
skill development schemes-is commendable
in spirit but weak in implementation. Pay-
ments to many skill development centres
remain pending, and post-training employ-
ment levels are abysmally low. The focus
has been more on quantity of training than
on quality or placement outcomes. Without
ensuring that training aligns with real mar-
ket demand, such programmes risk becom-
ing statistical exercises rather than employ-
ment solutions. Some sectors highlight the
depth of neglect: qualified dental surgeons
remain unemployed for over a decade, and
thousands of engineers and postgraduates
wander from one recruitment notification
to another, with no certainty of opportu-
nity. Clearly, piecemeal policies or ad hoc
interventions cannot solve what is now a
structural crisis.

What is urgently needed is a scientific,
data-driven employment strategy. The Gov-
ernment must immediately conduct a com-
prehensive vacancy audit across all depart-
ments-many of which haven’t updated their
manpower needs for nearly two decades. All
identified vacancies should be promptly re-
ferred to recruitment agencies, and a mech-
anism must be established to ensure the
timely filling of posts. Simultaneously, the
education system needs a complete reorien-
tation. Courses must be tailored to match
emerging market requirements. Separate
strategies should be designed for different
categories of unemployed youth-undergrad-
uates, postgraduates, and those with tech-
nical or vocational training. For rural J&K,
the Government should extend financial
and technical support for farm-based and
agro-industrial ventures, allowing educat-
ed youth to create livelihoods within their
communities.

The challenge before the administration
is monumental, but so are the stakes. Un-
employment in J&K is not just an econom-
ic concern-it is rapidly evolving into a so-
cial and psychological crisis. Disillusioned
youth, with degrees but no direction, are
losing faith in institutions. Unless ad-
dressed urgently and holistically, this un-
employment bubble may soon erupt into a
full-blown socio-economic emergency.

I much prefer the sharpest criticism
of a single intelligent man to the

thoughtless approval of the masses.

- Johannes Kepler

Bihar: A trial by poll
or NDA, LN.D.LLA

ANIL ANAND

The Bihar assembly elections-2025 will
be a test case both for the BJP-led Na-
tional Democratic Alliance (NDA) and
the Congress-led Indian National Devel-
opmental Inclusive Alliance (I.N.D.I.A)
which for electoral purposes is baptised
as ‘Mahaghatbandhan’ (greater alli-
ance). Given the fact that Bihar as the
land of political movements has been a
trend setter for the rest of the country
whenever there has been a political up-
heaval or a yearn to protest against the
wrong policies of an incumbent govern-
ment. Under the circumstances current
round of polls in Bihar is significant.

The fact that the contest is between
two alliances anchored by two nation-
al political parties, it is another matter
that the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
and Janata Dal (U), due to their local
strength and proficiency in caste-poli-
tics, are the mainstay of the rival com-
bines. The outcome hinges strongly on
how the RJD and JD(U) perform but
that does not take away significance of
Congress, BJP and other smaller par-
ties, in the rival camps, as they have
also to perform as strong supporting
actors.

The NDA and ‘Mahaghatbandhan’
initially started on an even keel with
both facing familiar sets of problems
including first identifying the potential
allies with an eye on caste combinations
followed by distribution of seats. The
contrast is that while BJP lorded over
as a boss over the NDA, at times over-
riding JD(U) supremo and Chief Min-
ister Nitish Kumar who seemed to be
playing second fiddle, on I.N.D.I.A bloc
front RJD leader and chief ministerial
candidate of the combine, Tejeshawi
Yadav emerged as the one dictating the
terms. At times, it gave an impression
that the Congress leader and a main-
stay of the opposition alliance’s cam-
paign, Rahul Gandhi has been pushed
to the corner.

The one battleline seems to be very
clear. It is Kumar versus Tejeshawi on
the battleground with a corresponding
Narendra Modi versus Rahul Gandhi
dual unfolding, as ever in the past, in
the backdrop. It clearly reflects the lo-
cal as well as national significance of
the Bihar assembly elections. No doubt,

the poll outcome, if, will decide the
length of Mr Kumar’s political future as
he is already in the twilight of his ca-
reer, it will also set course for 35-year-
old RJD leader who has the advantage
of age on his side.

More importantly, from the national
perspective, the election has an added
significance both for the BJP (Modi)
and Congress (Rahul). The former
which is surviving on crutches in the
aftermath of failing to secure even a
simple majority in 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, and JD(U) becoming a significant
pivot for Modi government’s survival,
should be looking at victory in Bihar
and continuation of Mr Kumar as chief
minister in the context of Modi dispen-
sation’s survival at the Centre. In the
event of ILN.D.I.LA combine managing
to dethrone NDA, a tricky situation
will emerge for not only the Modi gov-
ernment but also Nitish and his JD(U)
which will become vulnerable to BJP’s
poaching tactics.

After overcoming initial hiccups
and some self-installed roadblocks, big-
gest one being Congress’s reluctance in
agreeing to MrTejeshawi as the com-
bine’s chief ministerial candidate, the
Rahul-Tejeshawi duo hit the road in
right earnest. It was to overcome the
disadvantage on account of this delay
(CM nominee) and Mr Gandhi’s ill-ad-
vised 15-day sojourn to far-off South
America. In order to stay in contention,
they will have to equally if not more ac-
tive to match the carpet bombing of the
BJP-headed NDA with Mr Modi spear-
heading the carpet bombing.

In some ways, it should be a must
win battle for Mr Gandhi who has even
bigger stake than Mr Yadav. A victory,
though being junior alliance partner,
will boost Mr Gandhi’s own political ca-
reer and could set Congress on course
to an upward trajectory provided the
party takes right measures to tone up
its set up and weed out the deadwood
and the thriving BJP-sleeper cells. A
loss will further push Mr Gandhi to a
tight corner and Congress in a more dif-
ficult situation.

Apart from the usual factors which
determine electoral victory or loss, an
additional and more significant issue
which has come into play in Bihar is
the hurriedly carried out Special Inten-
sive Review (SIR) of voter lists by the

Election Commission of India leading
to deletion of large number of voters.
The fact that Mr Gandhi successful-
ly brought this issue to limelight, af-
ter having lost assembly elections in
Haryana and Maharashtra on account
of same factor (as alleged by him),
through his ‘Vote Adhikar Yatra’, has
raised Congress’s electoral stakes.
An IN.D.ILA defeat will provide Mo-
di-brigade a handle to further target
Mr Gandhi and his vigorous campaign
against vote-manipulation.

The second round in this extreme-
ly important battle of political one-
up-manship seems to have gone the
IN.D.I.LA way after its initial failure to
seize big a psychological advantage by
declaring Mr Yadav as the chief minis-
terial candidate before Mr Gandhi’s for-
eign visit. That interregnum gave NDA
some advantage and ammunition to ex-
pose chinks in the opposition combine.
However, the NDA also faltered, to a
great extent, by not clearly announcing
Mr Kumar as the chief ministerial nom-
inee of the ruling bloc. The repeat men-
tion by the BJP leaders including Home
Minister Amit Shah that the elected
NDA MLAs will elect the chief minis-
ter, took some sting out of the ruling
alliance’s attack on the rivals.

The advantage in the next round
clearly went to the ‘Mahaghatband-
han’. The Congress realizing its folly
backed MrTejeshawi as the chief min-
isterial nominee of the combine. As a
result, it gave significant elbow space
to the Gandhi- Tejeshawi duo to launch
a counter-offensive against the NDA in
guestioning who was their CM candi-

ate.

Firstly, Mr Gandhi’s campaign
against SIR which grabbed consider-
able traction among people, put pres-
sure on the NDA and its leaders and
took some steam out of their attempts
to take a high moral ground from the
very beginning. Secondly, by declar-
ing its CM candidate, the I.N.D.I.A bloc
showed a positive intent to take on the
BJP’s propaganda machinery thereby
forcing the Modi-Shah duo in finally de-
claring Mr Kumar as the chief minister
nominee.

Despite a well-oiled and resourceful
machinery at its command, BJP had
been setting the agenda and forcing
the opposition (read Congress) to react

and most of the time fall in the former’s
track since 2014. However, this trend
had changed after the last Lok Sabha
election with a dependent Modi govern-
ment and BJP faltering in public dis-
course aimed at setting agenda rather
than reacting to a situation.

Bihar is the latest example where-
in the BJP has been forced to react to
a situation rather than act. Certain-
ly, advantage at this juncture goes to
I.N.D.I.A combine which still has many
bridges to cross to ultimately emerge
victorious. First and foremost, they
must keep their flock together and the
poll campaign should be issue based
and focused, and caste combination in
proper denomination. The offensive
started by them and cornering the BJP
on the issue of CM candidate, should be
continued with the same vigour.

DIGITAL WAR OF WORDS

I’ve noticed some girls put

on the hijab with a lot of
excitement. Then, after about
a year, the excitement faded,
the emotion calmed down,
the arguments for the hijab
began to seem hollow, so they
stopped wearing it. Many girls
want to take off the hijab

but can’t because of shame.
They worry about what
people will say. They think
people will assume they no
longer believe in Islam. No —
there is nothing shameful or
fearful about that. There are
thousands of reasons for not
wearing the hijab. Know those
reasons yourself, tell others.
Abandon the hijab. It is good
for physical and mental health.
The hijab is not just a piece

of cloth; it is a misogynistic
custom. This custom is like

a chastity belt. The chastity
belt has disappeared. The
hijab will disappear too.
Congratulations to the girls
who are throwing off the
hijab — congratulations to the
Iranian ones. The struggling
women of Iran know how
many thousands of girls are
being forced to give their lives
just to win the right not to
wear the hijab.

~ Taslima Nasreen, Author

M factor in Bihar election

PROF. M. K. BHAT
Who will rule Bihar? This will be answered by
the verdict of 7 crore voters of Bihar on 6 and 11
November, 2025 but the start of the show at the
ground level has made things quite fascinating for
everyone. Every political party blames the other
and keeps itself in the highest moral bracket, voter
issilent but quite aware about things, caste politics
isemphatically being played by all political parties
butno caste istoo dominant to form the government
on its own,every leader has pocket of influence so
every faction is important,assurances of getting
moon from the blue sky are given to the voters.The
frantic political churning has led to the formation of
twomain political Coalitions: one named as ‘Maha
Ghatbhandhan'with Tejasvi Yadav as chief min-
ister face and the other group will fight under the
leadership of Nitish Kumar. The former is haunted
by his past jungle rule and the latter has been rul-
ing Bihar for 20 years and bears age factor. Tejasvi
Yadav has traditional support base of Muslims and
Yadavs(MY), Yadav comprise 14.3% of Bihar popu-
lation and Muslims count for 17 % of the population
both puttogether containmore than31 % of the state
population. Nitish Kumar on the other has support
of extremely backward class (EBC) which comprises
0f 36 % of the population and contains 113 castes (82
Hinduand 31 Muslim).Amonghigher castesBJPhas
domination followed loosely by congressand others.
The election has become charming with the

arrival of certain other parties in the political bat-
tlefield mention can bemade of Janshakti Janta Dal
of Tej Pratap Yadav, the forlorn son of Lalu Prasad
Yadav. Jan Suraj Party led by aformer poll strategist
Prashant Kishore and AIMIM led by Asaduddin
Owaisi. Out of these three the former may not per-
haps makemuch difference to the political scene of
thestate but influence of thelatter two can’tbe ruled
out. AIMIM in 2020 assembly election had won five
seats in the Seemanchal area- this area contains
nearly 47% Muslim population far above the state
average of 17%.

InthisareaKishanganjhas68% 45 % in Katihar
and in Arariaand Purnia it stands at 39%.It isworth-
while to point out here that any success of Owaisiin
convincing Muslim voter scan damage RJD and
congress severely onnearly more than 40 seatsand
fodderforhis Muslim politics has been provided by
Maha Ghatbhandhan itself by not declaring any
Muslim candidate as deputy chief minister.

Prashant Kishore has been making his voice
knownamongyouthfromlastthree yearsand youth
comprise more than 50 % of the total population of
Bihar, secondly, newfacesattractdisillusioned voters
and it worked for Kejriwal in two subsequent terms
Thirdly, Prashant Kishoreisappealingpeopleagainst
both the factions but how much mileage he will get
in transforming youth to votes isnot certain . There
are 141akh first-time voters who can go to any side.

Inthismelee’M’ factorhasemerged asadominant

issue in the election campaigning at present. ThisM
factor comprises of Mahila(Women),Muslim and
Migrant.Let us deal with the three in detail;

Mahila (Women)

Therearearound3.5crore women voters in Bihar
elections which is nearly 50% of the total voters.
The focus on women voters coincides with women
turnout being consistently greater than men in
previous election. In 2020Assembly elections, 60%
of women electors voted compared to 54% of men.
Out of Bihar’s 243 constituencies, women out-voted
men in 167 constituencies.

Their number and participation hasmade them
significant for both political Coalitions and they try
towoo them in their own favour by givinglucrative
offerings.

Bihar ChiefMinister Nitish Kumar-led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) hasfound favouramong
women voters ahead of the assembly election due
to the ‘Mukhyamantri Mahila Rozgar Yojana ‘.In
September Prime Minister Narendra Modi andNit-
ish Kumar disbursed the first instalment under the
Mukhyamantri Mahila Rojgar Yojana of Rs 10,000
each to 75 lakh women entrepreneurs, for a total
outlay of Rs 7,500 crore. Under the scheme, the state
government has promised to provide financial assis-
tance of Rs2]akh each to women entrepreneurs after
assessing their business initiatives.

Itmaynotbe out of context to point out here that
NDA under Nitish Kumar has cultivated women

voters ever since the Mukhyamantri Balika Cycle
Yojanathatgave high school girlsbicyclestoimprove
education access in 2006, Jeevika programme to
create self-help groups in 2007. In 2018, the JD(U)-
led government launched a financial assistance
programme to provide Rs 25,000 each to girls who
complete high school education.

In 2020, the party manifesto further promised Rs
50,000 to unmarried women upon completing their
graduate degrees. In the last elections, in 2020, the
JD(U) promised a similar scheme, of loans up toRs
51akh with interest waivers for women-led enter-
prises. BJP also promised a microfinancing push
for women entrepreneurs through self-help groups.

Both Nitish Kumar and PM Narender Modihave

cultivated astrongappeal among women voters with
their generous welfare schemeslikefreefoodgrains
and pension for widows. Under PM Kisan Nidhi
scheme, a total of 728,000 crore has been transferred
tofarmers’ accounts in Bihar,
Maha Ghatbhandhan led by RJD leader Tejaswi
Yadav has promised one government job forevery
family which is taken as a distant dream by
an average voter because it means creation
of 3 to 4 crore jobs.Jeevika didis to be made
permanent with a pay of 30,000. He has also
promised increased pension for widows etc.
Amid these assurances the court summon in
land for job scam has made things suspicious
for the voters.
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Akhil Gogoi doubts SIT probe into Zubeen’s

death, flags ‘legal lapses’ and bias

SIVASAGAR

Sivasagar MLA AKkhil Gogoi has raised
serious questions about the legality and
effectiveness of the ongoing investiga-
tion into the death of Assam’s music icon
Zubeen Garg, claiming that the way the
probe is being conducted will “never de-
liver justice.”

In a detailed video message shared on
social media, Gogoi directly challenged
the Assam Home Department and SIT
head Munna Prasad Gupta, asserting
that critical lapses in the legal process
have made the evidence collected from
Singapore inadmissible in court.

“I challenge the Home Department
and the SIT chief Munna Prasad Gupta.
The way the investigation is going, Zu-
been Garg will never get justice,” Gogoi
said.

The Sivasagar legislator, while ad-
dressing the public and Garg’s family,
said it was his duty as an MLA to ques-
tion the process.

“Being a legislator, my work is to

EClto
examine poll
code violation

make and implement laws, and to cri-
tique them when amendments are made.
I currently have 166 cases against me,
including the defamation case filed by
Riniki Bhuyan. I know the law, and I'm
here to tell the people and the state heads
why Zubeen Garg will not get justice,” he
stated.

Gogoi explained that under the Mu-
tual Legal Assistance Treaty (MLAT)
between India and Singapore, any
cross-border investigation must comply
with both countries’ domestic laws.

Referring to Section 112 of the Bhara-
tiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS),
he said a “letter of request” or letter rog-
atory must be issued by an Indian court
to the competent authority in Singapore
to gather evidence, record witness state-
ments, or obtain documents.

He alleged that the Assam govern-
ment and investigating officers had by-
passed this process. “The letters sent or
associates visiting the country via the
MHA are not eligible to gather evidence,

Outrage at Tezpur
University after students
receive anonymous threats;

and even if they get evidence, it won't be
admissible in the court of law,” Gogoi
claimed.

He said he had consulted legal ex-
perts who confirmed that evidence col-
lected without a proper letter rogatory
would not stand in court.

To support his claim, Gogoi cited the
2002 judgment related to former Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister J. Jayalalithaa’s
corruption case, where the court ruled
that using evidence collected in violation
of letters rogatory would render a trial
unfair and the evidence inadmissible.

He added that while some may argue
that India’s MLAT with Singapore was
signed in 2005 — after that ruling — the
principle still applies, as the earlier case
referred to J. Jayalalithaa involved the
UK, with which India had an MLAT
since 1995.

“I think after this, no one can ques-
tion my stance,” Gogoi said, adding that
he had personally discussed the issue
with Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sar-

IMPHAL

“The Assam Home Department, with
the help of the MHA, went directly to
Singapore. But the way they went, Singa-
pore will never provide any information
or evidence,” he said.

Gogoi also drew a comparison with
the Louis Berger scam, in which the US-
based company was accused of bribing
officials in Assam to secure a water pro-
ject contract.

“In that case, when India sought ev-
idence from the American court, they
said it could only be shared via MLAT
and through letters rogatory. Only after
that did the Indian court issue the neces-
sary letters,” he pointed out.

Criticising the SIT°s work, Gogoi
said, “Our SIT head Munna Prasad came
back from Singapore with a big zero.
They claim to have brought back the fi-
nal post-mortem and toxicology reports.
When a person dies abroad, the country
of occurrence must send those reports
to the family — which cannot be called

evidence. It becomes legal evidence only
when it comes through a proper court
process, and the person who conducted
the post-mortem must appear before the
court.”

He warned that unless the SIT ob-
tains evidence, witness statements, and
documents via letters rogatory, the en-
tire chargesheet could collapse. “If this
is not done, all accused in judicial cus-
tody will get bail even before charges
are framed. And if charges are somehow
framed, the court will reject them in the
first trial itself. Even if a murder charge
is included, nothing will happen,” Gogoi
asserted.

“I guarantee you that Zubeen Garg
will not get justice unless, under BNSS
Section 112, an Indian court submits a
duly signed letter of request to the Sin-
gapore court or competent authority,” he
concluded.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on October 31 confirmed
that the Special Investigation Team

(SIT) probing Garg’s death has made

“substantial progress” and will file the
chargesheet within the 90-day deadline.
“When our SIT visited Singapore, the
authorities there had assured full coop-
eration. Today, they have formally sent
the post-mortem and toxicology reports,
along with guidelines under the Mutual
Legal Assistance Treaty (MLAT),” Sar-
ma told reporters.

The 52-year-old singer and composer
died while swimming in the sea in Sin-
gapore on September 19. The 10-member
SIT has so far arrested seven individuals,
all currently in judicial custody.

Sarma, who also holds the Home
portfolio, expressed confidence in the
probe. “The SIT is absolutely confident
about ensuring justice for Zubeen. When
it submits the chargesheet by December
17, people will appreciate their work,” he
said, reaffirming that the state govern-
ment remains committed to a thorough
investigation while continuing to focus
on other key issues.

Viral video from Manipur sparks outrage over assault
on transgender women for making reels during Diwali

rights activists have voiced

complaints
agamst CM
Lalduhoma

GUWAHATI
The Election Commission of In-
dia (ECI) will review complaints
against Mizoram Chief Minis-
ter Lalduhoma and his adviser,
Lorrain Lalpekliana Chinzah,
for allegedly violating the elec-
tion model code of conduct.
This was confirmed by the
state joint chief electoral officer
Ethel Rothangpuii. Rothang-
puii said the case was based
on a complaint filed by the op-
position Mizo National Front
(MNF), which accused the two
leaders of breaking election
rules during the Dampa as-
sembly bye-election campaign.
Both Lalduhoma and Chinzah
were issued show-cause notices,
and the ruling Zoram People’s
Movement (ZPM) has already
submitted its explanation to the
Chief Electoral Officer’s office.
“The CEOQ’s office will study the
explanation and send the case
to the Election Commission of
India on Monday for a final de-
cision,” Rothangpuii said.Ac-
cording to the complaint filed
by advocate Zothansangi Hmar
on behalf of the MNF, the Chief
Minister announced a new Rs
770 crore water supply project at
West Phaileng village on Octo-
ber 21. The project aims to build
a dam at Reiek to provide water
to Reiek and 14 nearby villages.
The complaint also states
that Chinzah held free medical
camps at Parvatui and Phulpui
West villages on October 17,
where medicines were distrib-
uted free of cost.

Hmar claimed these actions
violated specific sections of the
Election Model Code of Con-
duct, including Chapter II (j)
and Chapter VIII, clauses (3)
and (14).

The case has been sent to the
district election officer (DEO) of
Mamit district.

authorities urged to act

TEZPUR

Tensions escalated at Tezpur
University on Sunday, Novem-
ber 2 after several students par-
ticipating in the ongoing pro-
test movement against the Vice
Chancellor, reportedly received
anonymous threat messages on
their mobile phones.

The messages, allegedly
sent from unidentified sources,
contained personal information
about the students and their
families, and in some cases, even
included monetary offers to with-
draw from the movement.

According to student com-
munity, the threats appear to
be a calculated attempt to instill
fear, disrupt the peaceful agita-
tion, and undermine their de-
mand-driven campaign that has
now entered its 42nd consecutive
day.

Strongly condemning the in-

cident, the Tezpur University
student fraternity, backed by
the Tezpur University Teach-
ers’ Association (TUTA) and the
Tezpur University Non-Teach-
ing Employees’ Association
(TUNTEA)—described the
threats as a “brazen assault” on
democratic rights, freedom of
expression, and the sanctity of
campus safety.

In a joint statement, the fra-
ternity urged law enforcement
agencies to initiate a thorough
investigation, trace the origin
of the threats, and bring the cul-
prits to justice. “Such cowardly
acts will not deter us. We stand
united in our pursuit of justice
and transparency,” the state-
ment read. The university com-
munity reiterated its commit-
ment to continue the movement
peacefully, asserting that intimi-
dation, coercion, or bribery will
not silence their collective voice.

A disturbing video from Ma-
nipur showing a group of men
assaulting transgender women
has triggered widespread con-
demnation across social media
and activist circles. The foot-
age, which went viral on social
media platforms, show several
men forcing the victims to raise
their hands while repeatedly
beating them with sticks.
According to local sources,
the individuals subjected to the
attack were allegedly members
of the transgender communi-
ty who were making reels on
Hindi music during Diwali cel-
ebrations. The group reportedly
refused to stop recording when
confronted by a group of men
who objected to their activity,
leading to an altercation.
Among those assaulted was
Konjengbam Malemnganba, a
well-known transgender actor
recognized for portraying fe-
male roles in Manipur’s tradi-
tional Shumang Leela theatre.

He is also a prominent makeup
artist, salon owner, and Potloi

designer for Manipuri wed-
dings. Known for his charitable
work during recent crises in

Tripura Youth Congress demands immediate arrests
in Rs 54 crore ba:nned Cough syrup haul at Jirania

AGARTALA

The Tripura Pradesh Youth
Congress Committee demands
immediate action against those
involved in smuggling banned
cough syrup at Jirania railway sta-
tion, highlighting a growing threat
to the state’s youth.Security person-
nel seized 1.071akh bottles of banned
cough syrup worth Rs 5.4 crore, rais-
ing concerns about the expanding
narcotics trade in Tripura and the
need for stronger law enforcement.
The Youth Congress criticizes the
slow investigation pace, suggesting
possible political interference and
demanding transparency in uncov-
ering the smuggling network.

The Tripura Pradesh Youth
Congress Committee has demand-
ed the immediate arrest of all indi-
viduals involved in the large-scale
smuggling of banned cough syrup

recently seized at Jirania railway
station in West Tripura.
According to reports, security
personnel intercepted a consignment
of 1.071akh bottles of banned cough
syrup worth approximately Rs 5.4
crore, which was being transport-
ed via goods train, triggering wide-
spread concern over the growing

narcotics trade in the state.

While one individual has been
arrested in connection with the sei-
zure, the Youth Congress expressed
dissatisfaction with the pace of the
investigation. The organisation
alleged that the delayed action indi-
cates possible political interference
and links between the accused and

influential figures.

Youth Congress president Neel
Kamal Saha criticised what he
termed as “a clear case of admin-
istrative negligence,” urging the
authorities to ensure a transparent
and time-bound probe. He further
alleged that the smuggling network
enjoys protection from ruling BJP
insiders, which, he said, has embold-
ened drug traffickers across the state.
“The youth of Tripura are deeply
concerned about the unchecked flow
of illegal drugs. Swift arrests and
strict punishment of those involved
will send a strong message and help
curb the menace,” Saha stated. The
Youth Congress also urged the state
government to strengthen border
vigilance and surveillance on rail
and road routes to prevent Tripura
from becoming a key transit hub
for illicit pharmaceuticals in the
Northeast.

One-Day Seminar on Sustainable [inergy

Development Held at
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AGARTALA

Al Tmpura State Centre

The Institution of Engineers (India), Tripu-
ra State Centre, hosted a one-day seminar on
“Recent Trends on Sustainable Energy De-
velopment” on Saturday at its Seminar Hall
in Agartala. Organized under the aegis of the
Electrical Engineering Division Board, IEI,
the event brought together faculty members
and students from the National Institute of
Technology Agartala, Tripura Institute of
Technology Narsingarh, and The Techno
College of Engineering, Agartala.

The seminar opened with the lighting
of the ceremonial lamp by Chief Guest
Shri Jeetendra Lal Das, Head of Project,
Agartala Gas-Based Power Station, NEEP-
CO Ltd., Ramchandranagar. Prof. (Dr.)
B.K. Upadhyaya, FIE, Principal, Tripura
Institute of Technology, attended as Guest
of Honour. The Keynote Address was de-
livered by Prof. (Dr.) Kaberi Majumdar,
AMIE, Professor, Department of Electrical
Engineering, TIT, who underlined the im-
portance of innovation and sustainability in
India’s power sector.

Er. Paramananda Sarkar Banerjee,
FIE, Chairman, IEI Tripura State Centre,
welcomed the gathering and introduced
the seminar’s theme. Prof. (Dr.) P.N. Das,
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The sentence “The quick brown fox
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FIE, Honorary Secretary, IEI Tripura State
Centre, proposed the Vote of Thanks. In his
address, Dr. Das spoke about the region’s
current power landscape, renewable ener-
gy potential, and the need for strategic ap-
proaches to ensure long-term sustainability

in Tripura’s energy sector.

The technical session, chaired by Dr.
Gitanjali Saha, Professor, Department of
Electrical Engineering, Tripura Institute of
Technology, featured three invited lectures.

The first talk was delivered by Er. Sub-

hendu Chaudhuri, FIE, Former Superin-
tending Engineer, Power Department, Tri-
pura, on “Sustainable Technology Using
Hydro Power for Peak Load Management.”
He discussed how hydro-based generation
can play a crucial role in grid balancing and
managing peak demand.

The second presentation, “Blue-Green
Infrastructure: A New Trend Towards Sus-
tainability,” was given by Mr. Somdeep
Chakraborty, Associate Professor, Depart-
ment of Architectural Assistantship, TIT,
who highlighted the integration of natural
systems in urban infrastructure to promote
ecological balance and resilience.

The final lecture was delivered by Dr.
Sajal Debbarma, Associate Professor, De-
partment of Electrical Engineering, TIT, on
“Congestion Management in Deregulated
Power Systems.” He outlined modern strat-
egies for efficient grid operation and main-
taining system stability.

The seminar concluded with a valedic-
tory session where Dr. Gitanjali Saha sum-
marized the key takeaways from the tech-
nical discussions. Er. Paramananda Sarkar
Banerjee, FIE, offered his closing remarks,
while Prof. (Dr.) P.N. Das, FIE, extended a
formal Vote of Thanks. Certificates of par-
ticipation were distributed to all speakers
and attendees.

The seminar provided a valuable plat-
form for exchanging ideas and fostering
awareness about sustainable energy prac-
tices, reinforcing the collective goal of
advancing renewable and efficient power
solutions in Tripura.

the state, Malemnganba and his
friends were allegedly targeted
while making reels on Diwali
eve.

Prominent transgender

strong condemnation of the in-
cident. Activist Thangjam San-
ta expressed grief in a social me-
dia post, stating that the attack
on his “Nupi Manbi sisters” was
heartbreaking. Another activist
and actor, Bishesh Huirem, also
denounced the violence and
called for justice.

The viral video has sparked
outrage among netizens, with
many describing the assault
as a reflection of deep-rooted
societal intolerance. One so-
cial media user wrote that true
progress begins when people
acknowledge their wrongs and
choose kindness and respect
over cruelty.

Authorities are yet to iden-
tify the perpetrators, and local
police have not released an of-
ficial statement regarding the
investigation. Calls for account-
ability and stronger protection
for the transgender community
in Manipur continue to grow
as the video circulates widely
online.

Millionaire businessman
from Hailakandi hooked

for attempted murder

HAILAKANDI

The Barak Valley has been
rocked by serious allega-
tions of attempted mur-
der against Rupan Modak,
a well-known trader and
reputed stockist of the re-
gion. The incident has sent
shockwaves through the
local business communi-
ty and ignited widespread
public concern. According
to reports, Rupan Modak
allegedly attacked his wife,
Anuradha Modak, with the
culmination of what she de-
scribes as two decades of re-
lentless domestic violence.
In a video message that
has gone viral on social
media, Anuradha accused
her husband and several of
his family members Meena
Modak, Bonashree Modak
Paul, Ritushree Modak Paul,
and their cousin Balaram
Roy of continuous mental
and physical abuse. She
claimed that both she and
her children have been vic-
tims of cruelty for years.
The situation reported-
ly escalated on October 19,
when Rupan Modak alleged-
ly made a deliberate attempt
to murder her. However,
when Anuradha approached
the Lala Police Station to

VOLUNTEER
REQUIRED)

@ NEIR'2026

lodge a complaint, officers
allegedly refused to register
her FIR. The alleged police
inaction has raised trou-
bling questions about the in-
fluence of wealth and power
over justice.

It was only on October 29,
after she reached out direct-
ly to the Superintendent of
Police (SP), Hailakandi, that
her FIR was finally regis-
tered and Rupan Modak was
arrested. The other accused
family members, however,
are reportedly still abscond-
ing. In her social media post,
Anuradha further alleged
that the Modak family is
now issuing threats to her
and her son, writing:

“They are using money
and influence to destroy the
case. My husband is trying
to get bail, and if released,
he might kill me and my
child.” Currently, Anuradha
is struggling with severe
emotional and financial dis-
tress. She said she is unable
to hire a capable lawyer to
represent her case. In her
appeal for justice and pro-
tection, she has sought im-
mediate intervention from
the DGP Assam, the Assam
State Commission for Wom-
en (NCW), and Chief Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma.

hitps://northeastinteprationrally.in/Volunteer Registration.aspx
or send an email: neintegrationrally@gmail.com

www.northeastintegrationrally.in
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24 killed as truck rams
into passenger bus in
Telangana’s Ranga Reddly;
PM Modi announces

compensation

HYDERABAD

At least 24 people were Killed

and several others injured ina
horrificroad accident in Ranga
Reddy district on Monday
morning.

Themishap occurred when
a speeding lorry carrying a
heavy load collided with the
Telangana Road Transport
Corporation (RTC) vehicle,
resulting in the gravel falling
on the bus. The impact was so
severe that the front portion of
the bus was completely man-
gled.

Both the RTC bus driver
and the tipper lorry driver died
on the spot, along with several
passengers.

Rescue teams and local
police rushed to the site. As
gravel fell onto the bus, many
passengers were trapped inside,
and officials carried out relief
operations using earthmovers.

At least 20 killed

The injured were first taken
to the Chevella Government
Hospital, while those in critical
condition were later shifted to
Gandhiand Osmania Hospitals,
where special arrangements
were made on the instructions
of Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy.

Following the Chief
Minister’s directions, the Chief
Secretary alerted officials of all
departments concerned and
set up a control room at the
Secretariat to monitor the sit-
uation. Police have launched
an investigation toascertain the
exact cause of the crash.

Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy expressed deep shock
and sorrow over the tragedy.
He directed officials to reach
the accident site immediately
and take up all necessary relief
measures. The Chief Minister
also instructed them to keep
him updated on the rescue

operations.

Transport Minister
Ponnam Prabhakar spoke with
RTC Managing Director Nagi
Reddy to ascertain the cause
of the accident. He also direct-
ed the Ranga Reddy District
Collector to ensure that the
injured receive proper med-
ical treatment. The minister
asked RTC officials to visit the
spot and oversee the relief and
rescue operations.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi expressed condolences
over the tragedy.

“My thoughts are with the
affected people and their fami-
lies during this difficult time.
Prayingfor the speedy recovery
of the injured,” the PMO wrote
onX.

The Prime Minister also
announced an ex-gratia of Rs 2
lakh for the next of kin of each
deceased, while the injured
would receive Rs 50,000.

India no longer consumer
of technology, but pioneer
in technology-driven
transformation: PM Modi

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday said that India has
transitioned from being a con-
sumer of technology to a global
pioneer in technology-driven
transformation, crediting the
country’s advancements in dig-
ital infrastructure, indigenous
innovation, and research for this
evolution.

Addressing the Emerging
Science, Technology and Innovation
Conclave (ESTIC) 2025, Prime
Minister Modi asserted that India
has the world’s first and most suc-
cessful digital public infrastructure.

“India is no longer a consum-
er of technology, but a pioneer in
technology-driven transformation.
During COVID, we developed an
indigenous vaccine in record time.
We launched the world’s largest
vaccination program. It became
possible because today we have the
world’s first and most successful
digital public infrastructure,” the
Prime Minister said.

Highlighting the government’s
focus on promoting innovation and
research, Prime Minister Modi said
that the impact of the policies and
decisions made over the past few
years to transform India into an
“innovation hub” is clearly visible.

“The impact of the policies and
decisions made over the past few
years to transform India into an
innovation hub isnow clearly visi-
ble. Twould like to present some sta-
tistics with great satisfaction. Our
R&D expenditure has doubled in the
last decade. The number of patents
registered in India has increased
17fold. Indianow has the third-larg-
est startup ecosystem in the world.
Today, over 6,000 of our deeptech
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an AFP correspondent observed.
Correspondents in the capital
Kabul, around 420 kilometres to the
south, also said they felt shaking.
It is the latest natural disaster for

startups are working in areas like
clean energy and advanced mate-
rials. India’s semiconductor sector
has also taken off,” the PM stated.

PM Modi alsolauded ISRO scien-
tists for successfully launching the
country’s heaviest communication
satellite a day earlier.

“Yesterday, India also hoisted
the flag in the world of science and
technology. Yesterday, Indian scien-
tists successfully launched India’s
heaviest communication satellite. I
extend my heartfelt congratulations
to all the scientists involved in this
mission, including ISRO,” he said.

In a major milestone for
India’s space and defence capabil-
ities, the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) has successful-
ly launched and injected into orbit
the Indian Navy’s GSAT-7R (CMS-
03) communication satellite. The
indigenously developed satellite is
India’s heaviest communication
satellite to date, weighing around

4,400 kg. Emphasising the need for
global collaboration in innovation,
the Prime Minister said the 21st
century demands that experts from
around the world come together to
chart a common direction for sci-
ence and technology.

He stated, “Today is also a big
day in the world of science and
technology. In the twenty-first
century, there was a great need
for experts from around the world
to come together to brainstorm on
emerging science, technology, and
innovation, and to show direction
together. Thisneed gave birth toan
idea. And from this idea, the vision
of this conclave was formed. I am
happy that this vision is taking
shape in the form of this conclave.
Several ministries, private sector,
startups, and students are all togeth-
eristhis. It ismatter of pride thata
Nobel Laureate is also present with
us. Warmest welcome to all.”

Prime Minister Modi noted

that the era of 21st century is time
of profound change and India is
advancing in all aspects of emerging
science, technology, and inno-
vation.

“The 21st century is a time
of profound change. Today, we
are witnessing a new shift in
the global order. This pace of
change is not linear, but expo-
nential. With this vision, India
is advancing in all aspects of
emerging science, technology,
and innovation and continuous-
ly focusing on it. One example
in this is research funding.
You've all long been familiar
with the vision of ‘Jai Jawan Jai
Kisan’. Focusing on research,
we’ve added ‘Jai Vigyaan’ and
‘Jai Anusandhan to it. We've
established the Anusandhaan
National Research Foundation
(ANRF) to help scale up research
in our universities,” the PM
added.

Trump says Russia,
China have secretly
tested nuclear weapons

MAZAR- |- SHARIF

A powerful 6.3 magnitude
earthquake that struck northern
Afghanistan overnight killed more
than 20 people and injured around
320, the health ministry said Monday.

In the Balkh and Samangan prov-
inces “around 320 countrymen have
been injured and more than 20 have
been killed,” ministry spokesman
Sharafat Zaman said in a video message
shared with journalists, specifying that
this was a preliminary toll.

National Disaster Management

—

Authority (NDMA) spokesman
Mohammadullah Hamad earlier today
said that five people had been killed
and 143 wounded in the Samangan
province.

“Most of the injured have returned
home after receiving treatment,” he
said in a statement.

The Blue Mosque of Mazar-i-Sharif,
a 15th-century landmark famed for its
vibrant tiles and one of the country’s
prominant tourist sites, was also dam-
aged in the quake.

Pieces of the ornate structure,

particularly from one of its minarets,
broke off and lay scattered across the
mosque’s grounds.

Poor communication networks
and infrastructure in mountainous
Afghanistan have hampered disas-
ter responses in the past, preventing
authorities for hours or even days from
reaching far-flung villages to assess the
extent of the damage.

The quake sent residents of Mazar-
i-Sharif, one of Afghanistan’s largest
northern cities, running into the streets
due to fears their homes would collapse,

the Taliban government, which has
faced three major deadly earthquakes
since taking over Afghanistan in 2021,
even as the foreign aid that formed the
backbone of the country’s economy has
dramatically dropped.

In August, a shallow 6.0-magnitude
quake in the country’s east wiped out
mountainside villages and killed more
than 2,200 people.

Large tremors in western Herat,
near the Iranian border, in 2023, and
in eastern Nangarhar province in 2022
killed hundreds and destroyed thou-
sands of homes.

The United Nations and aid agen-
cies have warned hunger is rising
among the Afghan population.

The isolated country is suffering
from a humanitarian crisis compound-
ed by drought, economic restrictions on
the banking sector, and the pushback
of millions of Afghan citizens from
neighbouring Iran and Pakistan.

Earthquakes are common in
Afghanistan, particularly along the
Hindu Kush mountain range, near
where the Eurasian and Indian tectonic
plates meet. Many homes in the pre-
dominantly rural country -- devastated
by decades of war -- are shoddily built.

It often takes hours or days to trav-
el by steep roads and paths to remote
villages, which are often cut off from
help during disasters or poor weather.

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump
alleged Sunday that countries
including Russia and China
have conducted underground
nuclear tests unknown to the
public, and that the United
States would follow suit.
“Russia’s testing, and
China’s testing, but they don’t
talk about it,” he told CBS’s
“60 Minutes” program, in an
interview released Sunday.

“Idon’t want to be the only
country that doesn’t test,” he
said, adding North Korea and
Pakistan to the list of nations
allegedly testing their arse-
nals.

Confusion has surrounded
Trump’s order that the United
States begin testing, particu-
larly if he meant conducting
the country’s first nuclear
explosion since 1992.

The 79-year-old Republican
first made his surprise
announcement by social
media post on Thursday, min-
utes before entering a summit

with Chinese leader Xi Jinping
in South Korea.

The announcement came
in the wake of Russia saying
it had tested a new nucle-
ar-powered cruise missile,
the Burevestnik, and a nucle-
ar-powered and nuclear-capa-
ble underwater drone.

Asked directly if he
planned for the United States
to detonate a nuclear weapon
for the first time in more than
three decades, Trump told
CBS: “I'm saying that we’re
going to test nuclear weapons
like other countries do, yes.”

No country other than
North Korea is known to have
conducted a nuclear detona-
tion for decades. Russia and
China have not carried out
such tests since 1990 and 1996
respectively.

Pressed on the topic,
Trump said: “They don’t go
and tell you about it.”

“As powerful as they are,
this is a big world. You don’t
necessarily know where
they’re testing.” “They test

way underground where peo-
ple don’t know exactly what’s
happening with the test. You
feel a little bit of a vibration,”
he added.

Trump’s energy secretary
on Sunday however down-
played that the United States
was planning to set off anucle-
ar explosion.

“I think the tests we’re
talking about right now are
system tests. These are not
nuclear explosions,” Chris
Wright said in a Fox News
interview on Sunday.

“These are what we call
‘non-critical explosions,’ so
you’re testing all the other
parts of a nuclear weapon to
make sure they deliver the
appropriate geometry and they
set up the nuclear explosion,”
he said.

The United States has been
a signatory since 1996 to the
Comprehensive Nuclear-
Test-Ban Treaty, which bans
all atomic test explosions,
whether for military or civil-
ian purposes.
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Inclias Golden Moment: Deepti
and Shalali Lead India to Their
irst Won d Cup Ti e
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NAVI MUMBAI:

Aroar erupted across the Dr. DY Patil Stadium
on Sunday night as Deepti Sharma uprooted
the final South African wicket. The scoreboard
read 246 all out. India had done it. After years of
heartbreaks and near-misses, the Indian wom-
en’s cricket team finally lifted their maiden
ICC Women'’s Cricket World Cup trophy — de-
feating South Africa by 52 runs in a match that
will be remembered as a defining moment in
Indian sport.

This was not just a win. It was the culmina-
tion of persistence, growth, and belief — car-
ried on the shoulders of two all-rounders who
refused to blink under pressure: Deepti Shar-
ma and Shafali Verma.

The Dawn of a Dream

When Harmanpreet Kaur lost the toss and
India were asked to bat, there was a brief si-
lence in the dressing room. It didn’t last long.
Out walked Shafali Verma and Smriti Mand-
hana, two players whose contrasting styles
often set the rhythm for India’s innings. What
followed was an exhibition of clean hitting and
crisp running between the wickets as the pair
stitched a 100-run opening stand that silenced
the South African fielders.

Mandhana’s elegant 45 ended with a mis-
timed pull, but Shafali kept the momentum
alive. Her 87 off 94 balls was a mix of control
and courage, peppered with trademark lofted
drives and clever placement. Every boundary
she hit carried the electricity of a home crowd
willing her on.

South Afri-
ca clawed back
through Aya-
bonga Khaka’s

KRC disciplined

B it spell, her 3 for

58 pegging In-

J ® dia back just
Avoid forcing |; ey cemed
connections.  |poised to break
free. Wickets of
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Verma and Jemimah Rodrigues in quick suc-
cession left India at a crossroads. But where
nerves could have crept in, Deepti Sharma
brought calm.

She batted with maturity beyond measure
— rotating strike, finding gaps, and ensuring
India didn’t lose momentum. Her 58-run knock
wasn’t flamboyant; it was foundational. With
Richa Ghosh’s late cameo of 34, India reached
298 for 7 — a total that, while short of 300, car-
ried the weight of belief.

South Aftrica’s Steady Start and Sudden Fall

Chasing 299, South Africa began with pur-
pose. Openers Laura Wolvaardt and Tazmin
Brits looked assured against India’s seamers,
adding fifty runs with little fuss. But it took a
moment of brilliance from Amanjot Kaur — a
direct hit from mid-off to run out Brits — to ig-
nite India’s defense.

From there, the game became a tug of
nerves. Wolvaardt, calm and composed, kept
her team in the chase with an innings of rare
quality. Her 101 was a captain’s knock — every
shot measured, every run hard-earned. Yet,
around her, wickets kept tumbling.

Sree Charani struck early to remove An-
neke Bosch. Shafali Verma, introduced mid-in-
nings, changed the complexion of the game.
Bowling with surprising accuracy, she dis-
missed Sune Luus and Marizanne Kapp in con-
secutive overs — both vital wickets that halted
South Africa’s progress.

Still, Wolvaardt and Annerie Dercksen
tried to rebuild, guiding their side past 200. For
a brief moment, it seemed possible. Then Deep-
ti returned.

Deepti’s Spell That Defined a Final

What followed was sheer theatre. Deepti
Sharma'’s spell of 5 for 39 will go down as one
of the great World Cup final performances. She
out-thought batters, controlled lengths, and
never let the pressure slip. Her double strike
in a single over — dismissing Wolvaardt and
Chloe Tryon — broke South Africa’s spine.

The scoreboard, once stable at 209 for
5, crumbled to 246 all out. The final wicket
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brought pandemonium. Play-
ers sprinted, hugged, cried. The crowd’s chant
of “India! India!” rolled like thunder across the
stadium.

A New Chapter for Indian Cricket

For a generation of players who grew up
dreaming of this day, it was more than a tro-
phy. It was redemption. From the heartbreak
of 2017 at Lord’s to the near misses in T20
World Cups, India had lived this story before
— always close, never crowned.

On Sunday, everything changed. Deepti
Sharma’s all-round brilliance, Shafali Verma’s
fearless strokeplay, and Harmanpreet Kaur’s
steady leadership converged to produce a mo-
ment that transcended sport.

The numbers told one story — India 298/7,
South Africa 246 all out — but the emotions

M KRC

»
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told another. This was about history rewrit-
ten, ceilings shattered, and a team that finally
turned promise into glory.

As fireworks lit up the Navi Mumbai sky,
Harmanpreet Kaur lifted the trophy high. The
Indian tricolour shimmered in the stands, and
the women who had carried a nation’s hopes
finally stood at the summit.

The wait was over. India were World Cham-
pions.

Score Summary:

India 298/7 (Shafali Verma 87, Deepti Shar-
ma 58; Ayabonga Khaka 3/58)

South Africa 246 all out (Laura Wolvaardt
101; Deepti Sharma 5/39, Shafali Verma 2/27)

Result: India won by 52 runs — clinching

their maiden ICC Women’s Cricket World Cup
title.

Integration
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Peace | Progress | Prosperity
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Registrations

wiwrw, nartheastintegrationrally.in

SPACE
FOR

YOU
ONLY

Rs. 150/- per day

PLACEMENT

Fresher, job seekers can register
with KRC Placements.Send
resume to -
Heforsuccess@gmail.com

To source candidates, organisation
can contact KRC Placements at
info@krcfoundation.org

For Details Visit:
https://bit.ly/krcplacements

pply here:
https://bit.lyKRCPlacementForm

VOLUNTEERS REGISTERS
@ NEIR 2026

We are looking for
volunteers across NE &
West Bengal Interested
candidates (College
students, youths) can
register at https://
northeastintegrationrally.
in/Volunteer_Registration.
aspxor, send an email:
neintegrationrally@gmail.
com

BUSINESS

DIRECTORY

Business establishments, educational
institutions, individual service pro-
iders etc. can enlist themselves or
dvertise their products or services a
he most reasonable cost in InfoCom
Diary. Send your details to InfoCom
lutions at: infocom.krc@gmail.com
ubmit Here: https://bit.ly

InfoComDiaryForm

Students can apply for a three-

months internship with KRC
Foundation. During the internship
the student can qet an opportu-
nity to work on alive project. On
successful completion the stu-
dent is awarded a certificate.
Apply to 5E for Success:
eforsuccess@gmail.com
For Details Visit:

https://bit.ly/krcstudentinternship
r

0
www.krcfoundation.org/prod-

ucts-services/training-develop-
ment-5e-for-success/internship

NE INDIA
WRITING STAR

CONTEST

Participate in NE India Writing Star
Contest and get your writings published.
Eligibility: From Class VI onwards. Each
participants receives a digital panicipa@-J
ion certificates. Send articles at: info
krcfoundation.org
For Details Visit:
https://bit.ly/NEIndiaWritingStarContest
krcfoundation.org/campaigns-csr,
ne-india-writing-star-contest

To engage with KRC TIMES,
please use the following e-mails
and WhatsApp Nos:
For News: krctimes@gmail.com
WP: 8721838313
r Advertisement: info@krcfoun-
dation.org / WP: 9330830083

For Subscription:krctimes@gmail.
com/ WP: 8721838313
Editor: biswadeep.gupta@gmail.
com/ WP: 8721838313

Published by KRC Foundation.H.No. 15, Old Kalibari Road, Malugram, Silchar, Assam 788002. Editor-in-chief: Biswadeep Gupta. Tel: 8721838313, e-mail: krctimes@gmail.com www.krctimes.com
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AUTHOR AND RESEARCHER MAHESHSANA

RAJKUMAR EXTENDS SUPPORT TO NORTH
EAST INTEGRATION RALLY 2026

NEIR UPDAYRE!

Author and
researcher
Maheshsana
Rajkumar
Extends Support
to North East
Integration
Rally 2026

Monument: Footfalls
of Manipuri Histo
(2021). It was published
by EBH Publishers
(India). He has pre-
sented research papers
at national seminars
and participated as
aresource person in
academic discussions,
including those hosted

by Manipur University.

He currently serves
as President of the In-
ternational Tai Meitel
(Kassay) Association
and is an active mem-
ber of global Tai cultur-
al forums.

His articles are reg-
ularly featured in Ma-
nipuri English dailies
and journals such as
Img al Review of Arts
and Politics.

Maheshsana Raj-
kumar’s latest work,

Vedic Imprint in South-

east Asia: With Special
Reference to Manipur
(2024), is his solo au-
thorship. The book
was released by Union
Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal in January
2025 at Dibrugarh, As-
sam.

His earlier publi-
cation (third book),
The Manipuri (Metei
Kathe) Settlements in
Myanmar (2023), fea-
tures an introduction
jointly written by him
and L. Memo Singh.
The book was also pub-
lished by EBH Publish-
ers (India).

A state-level basket-
ball player, Mahesh-
sana Rajkumar, con-
tinues to work toward
promoting academic,
cultural, and social
integration across the
region.

This Baalc

a study on tha socks-poltico-cufturad hictony of BManipur along thes mosoment
of ireio-Aryan chdliestion cowerds Southesst Asla snd thee dormation of the
Burmaess empire, the kingdom of Menipuor and the Shaorm dymasty o eedl as
the ad and consolid of the Sritish imgerialism in South Asia and
Lourtfweas Asls and the ulSmate fates of AMyanmas (Burmal, Adsam end
Mendour, end the politics of Free [=dia.

Thes Authars

Enghol Liws Rascd, faganatls Achoubs Lerak, lmghael West, BA_LLE,

Shei Laish A
1977 |Guwahat Unisersityl, practising as an Advocate undss Guwahat High Court since
1978, working s o sial reporier of ithe 1l [T} - ol Dinily) Toomn
157TE-197T7 with the eniry iMoo prafesional lournalsm, joined palifics in 1580, since Themn
baing devoted 1o the ideciogy of Comgress (1) of Sheomat indes Gandhi, baing sppcinted
Prasiient of Manipur Pradesh Youth Congress Cormmitime-] by Shwil Mukeul Waenik MP (LS,

President, ndian Yowth Coi in 15899 during the fime of Prime Minister, Skl Rajiv
Gardhd and holding the post BB 1993 and a the same time the post of Vice-President of

Morth Eastesn Youth Congress Coordination Cormumittass:| [MEYCLT), conmtemsd the Sth Manipus Legisiathen As-
sermbly elections as & Congress (1] o foecm 20 Lawr sl Assembly Constitusnoy in 1990,
Working &3 s freslance wtiter, oritic, political anefyst and colurmnis? with the regolar contrilbu thoers 1o the Wa-
nipuiri and English locad diaiby papees, narmaly the Polknapham, mohal Fres Press and Sangad Express (Englishd,
pasticl pating In several lterary ard sodal serninars, Bterery acsd politcal discowses, and carrylng an wrifing
of ook [itersry and sccialj and trens|sSon ok from English 1o Maniper and vios verss, namsby the trnd-
lwtion work, the Hintory of ndian Maticnasl Congress from Erglish to Masipuri which was publithed and re-
leasesd by Ehe 1hen Chind Minister, Shei O, Ibobi Sngh and Deputy Chsed Mind L Shrl G ars] MPCT
Preshdent, Shri T.M. Hicddn in 2006, and the blogragphy, “Svetlana: The incredible Soory OF S2aln's Daughser™,
L0ET, writien by Americkn Author, Mastin Ebon, fram Engplich to Manipurd, st

Shei Makeshcana Bajkurmar sles BLE Mondy Segh of Molrenghom, Sougaljam Ledsi,

; impbal West, voungest son of Lite ALK, Dorendra Singh, completed his schooling from APS

Drawla Kaan, Now Dothl 1992-1993, graduated in B4, Political Sclerce Major, St Xavior's

. Codlegs, Unhversity of Mumbal 19951996, snd pursued MEA from Lnhsersity of Technology,
- Swdney, Sumtralia D

He wed in LK, and has been suooessful im the market smtry partSoulacky o Slepall and

Betpanrmar in Uhe Hydno and Aenewsble Enengy spasce He is 8 sate level baskeball player ard
freslances redsanch schalar

AlojsiH undiuo 4O Sjo}004
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Singh
Rajkumar

Rajkumar Dorendra Sing
(A Well-Meaning Mediator)

|EASTERM

The Political Monument
Footfalls of Manipuri History

L. Memo Singh
Maheshsana Rajkumar

tiatives promote unity
and greater under-
standing among com-

IMPHAL:

Noted author and research-

er Maheshsana Raj- munities.
kumar has extended Maheshsana Rajku-
his best wishes to the mar, a resident of Moi-
upcoming North East  rangkhom Sougaijam
Integration Rally 2026, [ eikai in Imphal West,
scheduled to be held 1s the youngest son of
from January 4to Feb-  former Chief Minister
ruary 4,2026. of Manipur, late Shri
_Praising the initia- R.K. Dorendra Singh.
tive, the author said the An alumnus of St. Xavi-
rally would serveasa  er’s College, University
powerful platformto  of Mumbai, and the
showcase the beauty,  University of Technol-
cultural diversity,and  ogy, Sydney, he has
scenic landscape of the  worked in the hydro
North-Easternregion.  and renewable energy
He commended manag- sector in the Nepal and
ing trustee Biswadeep  Myanmar.
Gupta for hiseffortsin A prolific writer and
bringing geople togeth- researcher, Mahesh-
er through theevent,  sana Rajkumar co-au-
addingthatsuchini-  thored The Political

The book

Kshatriyas and Brahmanas, the possessors

Meitei Gods and Hindu Gods.

o

of Asia jointly organize:

eld on 5 March, 2023 at Manipur U
her, and scl

Sydney, Australia 2004.

9
20

EBH Publishers
an imprint of Eastern Book House®
136, M.L.N. Road, Panbazar, Guwahati-781001 (India)

a study on the Vedic imprint of the late Vedic period (1100-500 BCE)
impacting Southeast Asia and ancient Manipur by the movements of
of the Vedas, th
Brahmanising effect on the pre-Rig-Vedic tribes of Manipur, an anciel

Buddhism in Manipur, the spread of Buddhism into Myanmar (Burma),
Tai polity and the religious syncretism or dual worship of traditional

He is the youngest son of former Chief Minister of Manipur late Shri R.K. Dorendra Singh, completed
his schooling from APS Dhaula Kuan, New Delhi 1992-1993, graduated in B.A. Political Science Major,
St. Xavier's College, University of Mumbai 1995-96, and pursued MBA from University of Technology

He lived in U.K. and worked in the Hydro and Renewable Energy space and has successful in the
market entry particularly Nepal (2009-12), and Myanmar (2013-16). He is a state level basketball

zzzzzzzzzz
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