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PERSPECTIVE

People usually forget to thank
you when you do good to them,
but they never forget to blame
you if you did wrong to them.
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Manipur marks National
Press Day with call to
defend media credibility

IMPHAL

A renewed warning over the rapid spread of
misinformation dominated Manipur’s Nation-
al Press Day observance on November 16, as
senior officials and journalists stressed the ur-
gent need to protect public trust in news.

The Directorate of Information and Public
Relations hosted the state-level programme
in Imphal, placing this year’s theme — safe-
guarding press credibility — at the centre of
discussions. Speakers highlighted growing
pressures on reporters, shrinking space for
objective journalism and the disruptive influ-
ence of fast-evolving Al tools.

The state’s information secretary said
misinformation had reached a point where
the core function of the press — delivering
verified facts — was at risk. He questioned
whether media workers in Manipur currently
operate in an environment that truly allows
independent reporting, noting that pressure
groups and competing demands often compli-
cate the delivery of accurate information.

He also pointed to major shifts in news con-
sumption, with audiences increasingly turn-
ing to social media over traditional outlets.
In such an environment, he said, journalists
must work harder to produce credible report-
ing that stands apart from unverified online
content.
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» Sikkim A role model for
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Satyajeet Dahiya (desi solo
traveller)
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Days of Hope Returning to Manipur, Says
Army Chief; President’s Visit “Likely”

NEW DELHI

Chief of Army Staff (COAS) Gen-
eral Upendra Dwivedi expressed
on Monday that the security situ-
ation in Manipur, which has been
going through violence for over
two years, is improving with
“rays of hope, and enthusiasm”
coming back to the state and peo-
ple putting their trust in the gov-
ernment and each other again.

According to the COAS, Pres-
ident Droupadi Murmu “might
visit Manipur in the coming
days” due to the improving secu-
rity situation following the impo-
sition of President’s rule. Earlier
in September, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi also visited Ma-
nipur, interacting with displaced
people and visiting other north-
eastern states.

“The days of hope and en-
thusiasm are coming back. In
September too our Prime Minis-
ter visited the state, and called
it a ‘ratna’ of India. With these
talks happening, there is a hope
coming back to the people. If ev-
erything goes well, the President
might visit Manipur in the com-
ing days,” COAS General Dwive-

Assam bans inter-district
movement of pigs as ASF
cases surge across state

’

di said while addressing the cur-
tain raiser event of the Chanakya
Defence Dialogues in New Delhi.
The Chanakya Defence Dia-
logues is a flagship international
seminar organised by the Indian
Army with the aim of bringing
together policymakers, strategic
thinkers, academia, defence per-
sonnel, veterans, scientists, and
subject matter experts from India

and abroad to examine India’s
strategic directions and develop-
mental priorities.

Talking about the violence
which broke out in May 2023, he
said that the situation has im-
proved a lot since imposition of
president’s rule in February 2025.

“When it comes to Manipur,
the incidents which happened on
May 2023 is known to everyone. I
also felt really pained by that be-
cause I have also worked in Ma-
nipur so that is why I was also
sad to see such a beautiful state
is in such a bad state. But since
February 2025 when President’s
rule was imposed, till then we
can see that there is more trust
among the people and on the gov-
ernment,” he said.

As proof of normalcy slowly
returning to the state, the COAS
highlighted how large gatherings
are being organised, including
the annual Shirui Lily festival
and the Durand cup which saw
huge crowds come in. Similar-
ly, the security forces have been
able to clamp down on violent
elements, with police forces man-
aging to ramp up arrests and sei-
zures of looted weapons.

According to the COAS, in
2023, officials arrested only 28
people during the start of the vi-
olence in 2023, but currently they
have arrested 88 people, showing
the increasing effectiveness of
investigative agencies. Similar-
ly, in 2023 around 200 tonnes of
weapons and ammo was seized
every month, currently the forc-
es recover around 400 tonnes per
month. “Today if we see many
changes have come, like the
Shirui Lily festival which was
celebrated in the state, everyone
participated in that. Then the Du-
rand Cup, there the crowd was
such that it was difficult to con-
trol. Even the DGP was busy with
crowd control instead of watch-
ing the match.

On arrests and seizures of loot-
ed weapons, he added, “regarding
violence, it has been quite differ-
ent than before, the police were
also troubled, and people were
worried too. Before we could ar-
rest only 28 people before, nowa-
days the arrests are 88. With the
looting of weapons which hap-
pened, in 2023-24, we used to re-
cover around 200 tonnes of weap-
ons every month, in today’s date

it has come up to 400 tonnes.”
Violence broke out in Manipur
on May 3, 2023, over two years
ago. Following which, in Feb-
ruary 2025, President Droupadi
Murmu imposed President’s rule
in Manipur after receiving a re-
port from the state governor days
after N Biren Singh’s resignation
from the Chief Minister post amid
violence and political instability.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi visited the state, while on
a multi-state visit across north-
east on September 13. While in
Imphal, he inaugurated multiple
development projects worth Rs
1,200 crore. He also emphasised
the need to build a strong bridge
between the people of hills and
valleys in Manipur during his
visit to Imphal, stressing that any
kind of violence in Manipur is
unfortunate and a great injustice
to ancestors and future genera-
tions, urging unity for peace and
development. The COAS inter-
acted with locals, urging them to
shun violence and work towards
restoring peace in the state. He
stated that a new dawn of “hope
and confidence” is emerging in
the northeastern state.

COCOMI submits memorandum
to PM, challenges Kuki groups’

IMPHAL

over Manipur’s hill areas.

The Coordinating Committee on
Manipur Integrity (COCOMI) has
submitted a detailed memoran-
dum to the Prime Minister, coun-
tering recent claims made by the
United People’s Front (UPF) and
the Kuki National Organisation
(KNO) regarding historical juris-
diction and ancestral land rights

The memorandum was pre-
pared following the UPF-KNO
meeting with Home Ministry of-
ficials in New Delhi on November
6 and 7, during which the groups
reportedly stated that the hill ar-
eas of Manipur were never under
the authority of the Maharaja of

GUWAHATI

The Assam government has imposed
an immediate ban on the inter-dis-
trict movement of live pigs amid an
“alarming” spike in African Swine
Fever (ASF) cases, officials said on
November 17.

The Animal Husbandry and Veter-
inary Department has also prohibited
the sale of pork in seven districts—
Dhemaji, Kamrup, Lakhimpur, Si-
vasagar, Darrang, Jorhat and Di-
brugarh—which have recorded the
highest concentration of infections.

According to the department’s
order, ASF, which has a 100 per cent
mortality rate, has severely devastat-
ed the state’s piggery industry. The
disease has been spreading rapidly
since January, with 297 epicentres

identified across nearly all districts.
Of these, 84 epicentres were report-
ed in October alone, reflecting the
fast-growing threat.

The government’s order stated
that ASF cases have been rising “with
no bounds,” prompting the adminis-
tration to enforce strict containment
measures. Invoking provisions of the
Prevention and Control of Infectious
and Contagious Diseases in Animals
Act, 2009, the state has restricted the
movement of live pigs until further
notice to curb the spread of the infec-
tion.

Officials said the ban would re-
main in force as long as necessary to
prevent further escalation of the high-
ly lethal disease, which continues to
pose a serious challenge to Assam’s
livestock sector.

Manipur. COCOMI described this
assertion as “misleading” and
said it was necessary to present
historical records, colonial-era
documents, and judicial rulings
that, according to the organisa-
tion, reflect a different picture.
COCOMI argued that histori-
cal evidence—including referenc-
es from the Manipur State Darbar
Rules of 1907—showed that both
the valley and the hill areas were
administered under the Manipur
State. It cited post-Independence
legal continuity, pointing to 1963
and 1979 court judgments that rec-
ognised the State’s authority over
forests and other lands in the hills.
The memorandum also chal-
lenged the Kuki groups’ claim
to ancestral land, describing the

claims on Manipur’s hill areas

community’s presence in Ma-
nipur as largely a “colonial-era
settlement” facilitated by British
officials between the mid-19th
century and early 20th century. It
referred to records of British Po-
litical Agent William McCulloch,
who documented the settlement
of Kuki villages as part of the co-
lonial administration’s frontier
strategy.

COCOMI further stated that
the term “Kuki” itself emerged
during the colonial period and
functioned as an administrative
classification rather than an in-
digenous identity, arguing that
this weakened the basis for claims
of indigeneity. The organisation

emphasised that customary rights
over land and forests exercised by
tribal communities were histor-
ically usufructuary in nature—
meant for livelihood—and did not
amount to proprietary ownership
under the legal framework of the
time.

Concluding the memorandum,
COCOMI urged the Government
of India and the Ministry of Home
Affairs to dismiss what it termed
“ahistorical claims,” stating that
acceptance of such demands
would undermine the territorial
integrity of Manipur.

The memorandum was signed
by COCOMI convenor Khuraijam
Athouba.
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Meghalaya Pavilion Showcases
State’s Craft, Culture, and Trade Ambitions

SHILLONG

Meghalaya placed its entrepreneurial
ambitions at the centre of attention as the
State Pavilion opened at the India Inter-
national Trade Fair 2025, with Assembly
Speaker Thomas A Sangma emphasising
the government’s push to build stronger
national market linkages.

The inauguration signalled a broader
strategy aimed at securing space for Me-
ghalaya’s products and entrepreneurs
in major trade ecosystems. Sangma said
the State’s participation reflects a clear
plan to expand market access, promote
local talent and strengthen Meghalaya’s
identity across national platforms. He
urged exhibitors to engage actively with
buyers and use the fair to forge durable
business partnerships.

A 42-member delegation of entre-
preneurs is showcasing goods across 12
stalls, representing start-ups under the
PRIME programme and units promot-
ed by the Directorate of Food Process-
ing. Their displays include handloom,
handicrafts, woodwork, pottery, bev-
erages, spices and a wide assortment of
processed foods ranging from teas and
juices to pickles and indigenous snacks.

The participation is coordinated by Me-
ghalayan Age Ltd with support from the
Planning, Food Processing, PRIME and
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Tourism departments.
Tourism remains a major draw at
the pavilion, where visitors are met with

imagery of Meghalaya’s waterfalls, root
bridges, caves, rivers and hill landscapes.
Audio-visual features run throughout
the day, highlighting tourism potential,
agricultural stories, GI-tagged products
and food-processing achievements. Tra-
ditional wood, bamboo and textile crafts
add to the appeal.

Early visitor response has been en-
couraging, with steady footfall and nu-
merous trade enquiries reported. Sang-
ma said the interest reflects growing
national curiosity about Meghalaya’s
products and underscores the value of
such large-scale events in opening new
markets.

State officials view participation in
IITF and similar platforms as vital for
connecting entrepreneurs with buyers,
distributors and service providers, while
offering exposure to packaging, certifica-
tion, logistics and technology trends. The
government expects these interventions
to strengthen brand visibility, sharpen
business competitiveness and enhance
confidence among local entrepreneurs.

The event was attended by Commis-
sioner and Secretary Andrew Simons,
Additional Resident Commissioner Sa-
brella B Marak and other officials.
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MODIIN BHUTANA
GOODWILL VISIT

rime Minister NarendraModi was on a two-
y visit to the Himalayan kingdom of Bhu-
. This was a short visit with long-term
objectives. Bhutan is strategically critical for
India as a buffer against China. Remember,
the military face-off in Doklam, Bhutan. Also,
both countries are bound for centuries with
cultural, spiritual and developmental ties.

On 11 November, the first day of his visit, Modi was the
Guest of Honour on the occasion of the 70th birth anniversary
of His Majesty the Fourth DruckGalpo at the Chamllingphang
Stadium. While reciprocating Modi’s good-will gesture, the
King of Bhutan, King JigmeKhesarNamgyelWangchuk ex-
pressed his country’s gratitude for the presence of the Holy Pip-
rahwa Relics of Lord Buddha from India which is currently in
Thimpu for public veneration during the Festival.

Modi inaugurated an important Buddhist spiritual symbol.
Bhutan’s Prime Minister elusively acknowledged this, “an ac-
complished spiritual master NarendraModi inaugurated and
blessed the sacred Kalachakra Empowerment which began to-
day as part of ongoing Global Prayer Festival . Kalachakra has
enormous significance for Buddhists across the world.

However, the key highlight of the visit was the inaugura-
tion of 1020MW Punatsangchhu-Il Hydro Electric project. Modi
called this project a ‘Symbol of Friendship, and exemplary co-
operation’ between Bhutan and India. Both countries agreed
to resume work on the Punatsangchhu-I and complete it soon.
They welcomed the electricity export from Punatsangchhu to
India. Bhutan gratefully acknowledged India’s contribution of
INR 40b for the energy projects.

Having done the ceremonial parts, Modi, as usual, got down
to business. He promised continued support for Bhutan’s eco-
nomic growth and sustainability. He especially, declared
support for Bhutan’s 13th five-year plan with economic stim-
ulusprogramme that marked India’s commitment to helping
Bhutan secure key development priorities and promote sus-
tainable growth across sectors. He also expressed support for
King Wangchuk’s noble vision for the GelephuMindfullness
City.

Modi confirmed that such projects align with India’s Act-
East Policy. Modi announced that immigration check post at
Hathisar in Assam will be set up to facilitate easy movement of
investors and visitors to this promising project at Gelephu. The
Kingappreciated India’s liberal assistance in building Gyalung
academics. Bhutan acknowledged the consecration of the Roy-
al Bhutan Temple in Rajgir, Bihar and India’s decision to allo-
cateland in Varanasi for Bhutanese temple and guest house.

Among other things, the contribution of India’s teachers
and healthcare professionals was appreciated in strengthening
STEM Education and Medical Services in Bhutan. According
to the Indian delegation, accompanying Modi, the phase-II of
‘UPI will allow Bhutanese travelers to make payments in India
by using local mobile apps by scanning the QR codes. Three
MoUs were signed during the visit: First was on cooperation in
renewable energy, second cooperation in health and medicine
and third, institutional linkages between the Pema Secretari-
at, Bhutan and National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro
Sciences (NIMHANS), India. MoUs for two railway links, one,
from Gelephu to Kokrajhar and second, from Samtse, Bhutan
to Banarhart, West Bengal signed in September this year were
reviewed. Also, cooperation in Fertilizer, STEM, Fintech and
Space was also reviewed.

India-Bhutan relations have been marked by historical
depth and enduring friendship. It started with the Fourth King
JigmeSingyeWangchuk ascending the thrown at the age of 16
in 1972. Following his father’s policy of close ties with India, he
planned his country’s economy on the Indian model of Plan-
ning Commission. He constituted the Planning Commission
for framing Five-Year Plans. With Indian support, he designed
the First Five-Year Plan after taking over the reins of the coun-
try. He aligned Bhutan's currency (Ngultrum) with Indian Ru-
pee in 1974 to facilitate bilateral trade and financial integration.

On diplomatic sector, he aligned his foreign policy with In-
dia’s; for all external initiatives he kept India informed. Bhutan
joined UN in 1971 and SAARC in 1985 as a Founding Member.
Bhutan conducted border dialogues with China in consultant
with Indian leadership. This process was followed on the ba-
sis of India-Bhutan Treaty (1949) which provided that Bhutan
would be ‘guided by India” in mutual cooperation and sover-
eign equality. However, this treaty was replaced by India-Bhu-
tan Friendship Treaty (2007). On security, India supported
Bhutan in eliminating insurgent camps from Bhutanese soil
in a special project called Operation All Clear (2003).

On economic relations, hydropower cooperation has been
the backbone of Bhutanese economy. With India’s support
consisting of a grant-loan model (60:40), these projects became
the bedrock of Bhutan's export revenue and India’s clean en-
ergy import. In this visit under discussion, Prime Minister
deepened the hydropower cooperation. Modi announced 4,000
crore INR on concessional credit line for energy projects. Here-
affirmed another 10,000 crore INR assistance for Bhutan's 13th
Five-Year Plan for development across multiple sectors that
include infrastructure, agriculture, finance, and healthcare.

The cultural ties have been a significant component of In-
dia-Bhutan bilateral relations. Bhutan has rich Buddhist her-
itage. The famous development economist E.F. Schumacher
wrote his legendary essay called Buddhist Economy” after vis-
iting Bhutan. This concept is currently used as ‘compassionate
economy” by scholars across the world. Another rich legacy of
the Fourth King is the concept of Gross National Happiness
(GNH) which is recognized globally as a commendable philos-
ophy. It redefines development focused on human well-being,
notjust GDP.

Bhutan visit by Indian Prime Minister holds a critical secu-
rity dimension. Bhutan buffers India and China. While Bhutan
has intimate ties with India, it has territorial disputes with Chi-
na. In 2017, Doklam's standoff highlighted the strategic impor-
tance of Bhutan as India militarily intervened to prevent Chi-
na from building a road in a disputed area between China and
Bhutan. Bhutan allowed Indian troops to enter its territory to
resist Chinese incursions in Doklam. Beijing building the road
in Doklam threatened India’s “Chicken Neck” which connects
the entire North-Eastern States to the rest of India. The Chick-
en Neck which is also called Siliguri Corridor, asmall stretch of
land around the city of Siliguri in West Bengal about 20-22 kms
at the narrowest section. Bhutan lies at the Northern end of the
Corridor and has disputed borders with China. Chinese mili-
tary was trying to come close to the “chicken neck” through
Doklam. This corridor also connects as a transfer point with
Bhutan, Nepal, Bangladesh, Sikkim (now in India). Accord-
ing to the Indian Army, the Siliguri Corridor is the army’s
strongest defensive line.
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CAN INDIA BALANCE
POPULATION EXPLOSION
WITH GROWTH?

DR VARINDER SHARMA

In the 1970s, American researcher Dr. John

B. Calhoun conducted a striking experi-
ment known as “Universe 25”, where mice
were given everything they needed — food,
water, shelter, and safety. Yet, as their pop-
ulation exploded, their society collapsed.
Overcrowding led to aggression, isolation,
and eventually extinction. This chilling
study remains a powerful reminder that
unchecked population growth and social
disconnection can destroy even the most
perfect environment.

India, now the world’s most populous
country, is at a critical juncture. The de-
mographic dividend - the economic boost
from a large, young workforce is a poten-
tial boon, but the ever-increasing numbers
continue to strain resources and infrastruc-
ture, raising a fundamental question: Can
we sustain the quality of life amidst the
quantity of people? A stampede at a temple
in southern India’s Andhra Pradesh state
that killed at least nine people and injured
others a few days ago is an example of how
we are handling crowds.

The sheer scale of India’s population
growth is staggering. In the 1941 Census,
just before independence, the population
of undivided India was around 318 million.
The 1951 Census recorded the population
of the Republic of India at approximately
361 million. Today, India’s population has
ballooned to over 1.4 billion, representing a
massive increase that puts immense pres-
sure on every facet of national life.

This population explosion has led to vis-
ible everyday struggles. From overcrowd-
ed urban clusters to even neighbourhood
localities, the signs are clear: no parking
space, chaotic crowds where queues are ig-
nored, and a healthcare system where hos-
pitals are frequently without beds for all pa-
tients. These micro-level incidents mirror
a national macro-level crisis, exemplified
by tragic events like stampedes in temples
or public transit areas, where crowds be-
come tragically unmanageable. The basic
tenets of a comfortable, orderly life-space,
resources, and civic amenities-deteriorate
with every unchecked addition to the pop-
ulace.

The topic of population control is politi-
cally sensitive, largely due to the shadows
of the past. During the Emergency (1975
1977), a controversial mass sterilization
campaign was spearheaded by Sanjay
Gandhi under the leadership of his moth-
er, the then-Prime Minister Indira Gand-
hi. This aggressive policy, which often
involved coercive tactics and forced proce-
dures, led to a significant public backlash
and contributed heavily to the electoral
defeat of the Gandhi government in 1977.
Since then, successive governments have
been cautious, emphasizing that family
planning must be entirely voluntary.

Despite the past, India has seen success-
ful, voluntary family planning initiatives.
The famous slogan ‘Hum Do Hamare Do’
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(We two, ours two) was part of a national
campaign created in the late 1960s to pro-
mote the small family norm. The image of
a couple with two children, often represent-
ed by the inverted red triangle, became a
cultural marker for family planning across
the country. Today when we are almost 140
crore and there is no road ahead to control
the population at least we can encourage
people to go in for a maximum of three chil-
dren though many are nowadays opting to
have two and even one child norm.

In recent years, the conversation about
legislative measures has resurfaced. The
Indian government has not formally intro-
duced a bill to put a universal sealing on
birth control, but private member bills and
proposals advocating for a two-child norm
through incentives and penalties have been
tabled in Parliament. These proposals gen-
erally aim to incentivize smaller families
(e.g., in jobs, education, and subsidies) and
disincentivize larger ones (e.g., disqualifi-
cation from certain government posts).

An entirely different, but often linked,
policy discussion involves the Uniform
Civil Code (UCC). The UCC, as enshrined
in Article 44 of the Constitution’s Directive
Principles, aims to replace the personal
laws (based on religious scriptures) gov-
erning matters like marriage, divorce, in-
heritance, and adoption with a single, com-
mon set of laws for all citizens, regardless of
their religion.

While the UCC’s primary goals are to
promote national integration and gender
equality, its proponents argue that it could
also indirectly aid population control. By
standardizing laws across all communities,
the UCC could help reinforce a small-family
norm across the social spectrum, aligning
legal incentives with public health goals.
The UCC would standardize marriage laws
across all communities, enforce a uniform
minimum age of marriage for all commu-
nities and enhance women’s social and eco-
nomic autonomy by granting women equal
rights in property inheritance, divorce, and
maintenance across all religions.

This empowerment is strongly correlat-
ed globally with better family planning and
a preference for smaller families. These two
streams of policy direct incentivization/pe-
nalization and indirect socio-legal reform
form the heart of India’s current strategy
to manage its immense population. The im-
pact of population policy on a nation’s tra-
jectory is undeniable, and the case of China
is often cited.

Starting in 1979, China implemented the
rigorous One-Child Policy to curb its surg-
ing population. While highly controversial
due to its draconian enforcement, the poli-
cy is credited by some economists with con-
tributing to China’s rapid economic prog-
ress by initially creating a demographic
dividend-a larger working-age population
relative to dependents.

However, the policy has resulted in se-
vere long-term consequences, including a
skewed gender ratio and a rapidly aging
population, forcing the country to reverse
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the policy. China’s experience shows that
while population control can spur devel-
opment, the methods must be humane and
sustainable to avoid a future demographic
crisis.

If the population growth rate continues
to outpace the growth in resources and
infrastructure, the consequences of the
“population explosion” will be severe. This
will create resource scarcity which will
increase competition for basic necessities
like water, food, and energy, leading to
shortages and conflict. Environmental deg-
radation which will be the result of higher
demands for land, resulting in deforesta-
tion and intensified pollution of air and wa-
ter bodies. A reduced per capita income and
increased unemployment, as the number of
job seekers vastly outnumbers opportuni-
ties, fuelling poverty will create economic
constraints.

Finally, overburdened healthcare and
education systems, which we are seeing
now will make quality services accessible
only to a privileged few and lead to deterio-
rating public services. Controlling popula-
tion is no longer just a matter of birth rates;
it is about resource management, sustain-
able development, and ensuring dignity for
every citizen. The future of India depends
on a balanced, voluntary, and progressive
approach that empowers families to choose
a smaller family for a brighter future.

We need to incentivise population con-
trol and also penalise the defaulters which
is the best example of carrot and stick poli-
cy. This is how India can balance between
its resources and population and finally
help people get quality life in a developed
nation. First and foremost we need to an-
nounce subsidies for housing/land, give
rebates on utility charges, increase pen-
sion contributions for civil servants and go
in for soft loans for those who voluntarily
comply with population control norms.
And those who do not comply with norma
must be disqualified from contesting local
body elections and there should be a bar in
applying for government jobs.

Similarly, those who comply with the
norms must be given preference in edu-
cation opportunities and healthcare for
children and contrarily there should be a
bar from accessing certain social welfare
schemes and subsidies for the violators.
The core idea is to shift from the coercive
methods of the emergency era to a system
of disincentivization.

Critics might argue that such penalties
can be discriminatory and primarily affect
the poor and marginalized communities
who often lack access to education and fam-
ily planning services, forcing them into dif-
ficult choices. Furthermore, some demog-
raphers warn that India’s Total Fertility
Rate (TFR) is already declining naturally
and that such drastic measures could lead
to a future demographic problem, similar
to China’s aging population crisis, which
is predicted to create a shortage of young
workers but a beginning has to be made.

India’s population explosion has be-

come a ticking time bomb, threatening the
very fabric of our society and the balance
between people and resources. Unless we
act now through strict population control
measures, better family planning, rural de-
velopment, and awareness about responsi-
ble parenthood, the dream of a prosperous
and sustainable India will remain out of
reach.

This is possible under the regime of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi who is also
working on the subject but needs country’s
support to take some tough yet popular
decisions. It is time for policymakers and
citizens alike to wake up to this harsh re-
ality and take decisive steps to ensure that
growth is not measured merely by num-
bers, but by the dignity, health, and well-be-
ing of every Indian.

DIGITAL WAR OF WORDS

Swadeshi innovation
at 16,000 f¢o In
Arunachal’s Kameng
sector, the Indian
Army’s Gajraj/4
Corps has engineered
an indigenous high-
altitude monorail
system that carries
300+ kg per trip,
ensuring vital supplies
and even casualty
evacuation when
helicopters can’t
reach. A testament to
Bharat’s homegrown
ingenuity strengthening
our logistics and
readiness in the harsh
high Himalayas. Jai
Hind! ~ Jyotiraditya
M. Scindia, Union
Minister for
Communications and
Development of North
Eastern Region, Govt.
of India.
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Labour Codes: Building a Future-Ready Workforce

MS. JYOTIVIJ
India stands at the cusp of a historic transforma-
tion in its economic and labour landscape. The
consolidation of over 29 central labour laws into
four comprehensive Labour Codes is not just a
legislative exercise—it is a step towards building
alabour ecosystem that is modern, inclusive, and
responsive to the realities of a rapidly changing
economy.Labour reform has long been a press-
ing demand by the industry. With global supply
chains integrating, technology disrupting indus-
tries, and new forms of employment emerging,
India needs a framework that could both sup-
port business competitiveness and protect the
rights and dignity of workers. The four Labour
Codes—on Wages, Industrial Relations, Social
Security, and Occupational Safety, Health and
Working Conditions—seek to do precisely that
by providing a unified and simplified system that
reduces ambiguity and ensures greater equity.

Benefits for Employers

For enterprises, particularly in a competi-
tive global environment, the Labour Codes offer
much-needed simplification. Multiple compli-
ances and overlapping definitions have been
replaced with a clear and unified system. Digital
filing, uniform wage definitions, and streamlined
licensing processes reduce the compliance burden
and bring transparency.

The reforms are especially significant for
India’s MSMEs and start-ups. By reducing com-
pliance complexity and enabling single-window

clearances, the Codes empower smaller busi-
nesses to scale up quickly and participate more
effectively in domestic and global markets.
Importantly, provisions for fixed-term employ-
ment and modern dispute resolution provide
businesses with the flexibility to grow and adapt
without being hindered by procedural delays.

Equally significant is the decriminalisation of
minor offences, which substitutes imprisonment
with monetary fines for specific procedural infrac-
tions. This represents a progressive initiative to
a more trust-based compliance environment,
diminishes unnecessary litigation, and promotes
a culture of self-regulation and collaboration
between employers and regulators.

Benefits for Workers

For workers, the Codes reinforce the principle
offairness. The Code on Wages ensures universal
minimum wages and timely payment of salaries,
eliminating the possibility of arbitrary or delayed
payments. The Occupational Safety, Health and
Working Conditions Code strengthens workplace
safety, mandates welfare facilities, and intro-
duces periodic health check-ups. Social security
benefits—including provident fund, gratuity,
maternity leave, and insurance—are extended
to a wider base of workers, bringing financial
security tomillions who were previously exclud-
ed. Interstate migrant workers, often invisible
inregulatory frameworks, now find recognition
and protection within the Codes. These provisions
strengthen the social contract between employers

and employees, upholding the dignity of work.
Benefits for Gig and Platform Workers
Perhaps the most forward-looking provision is
the formal recognition of gig and platform work-
ersand aggregators. With nearly 8 million Indians
engaged in the gig economy—a number expected
to grow significantly in the coming decade—the
Labour Codes provide a foundation for inclusive
growth. The Code on Social Security provides
protection through schemes that cover health,
maternity, insurance, and old-age benefits. This
isalandmark step that bridges the gap between
traditional and new forms of work, ensuring that
as technology reshapes the future of jobs, workers
in emerging sectors are not left behind.
Benefits for Women Employees
The Codes are also a step forward in advanc-
ing gender equity in the workplace. They reaf-
firm the principle of equal pay for equal work,
strengthen maternity benefits, and make provi-
sions for creche facilities. By easing restrictions
on women'’s working hours—with necessary safe-
guards for safety and dignity—the Codes create
opportunities for women to participate in sectors
and shifts that were traditionally inaccessible.
Providing the opportunity to work in
high-payingjob roleslike mine work, operating
heavy machinery, etc., also protects women from
discrimination. At a time when India’s female
labourforce participation is below global averag-
es, such reforms are crucial to enabling women
to contribute more fully to economic growth.

Benefits for Other Stakeholders

Beyond employers and employees, the Labour
Codes also bring benefits to MSMEs and start-ups
by simplifying compliance and enabling growth,
while giving government agencies a modern
framework for transparent implementation. For
investors, a predictable and business-friendly
labour regime enhances confidence in India’s
growth story. Trade unions gain clarity in recog-
nition and negotiation processes, strengthening
the framework for social dialogue. Ultimately,
society as a whole benefits when work becomes
safer, fairer, and more inclusive.

A Shared Journey Ahead

The Labour Codes are not the end of the jour-
ney but the beginning of a new chapter. Their
success will depend on smooth implementation,
coordination across states, and active participa-
tion by all stakeholders.

India is entering a critical decade where it
must harness its demographic dividend and pre-
pare for a future of work shaped by technology,
globalisation, and sustainability imperatives. The
Labour Codes provide the legal foundation for
this transition—offering enterprises flexibility,
workers’ security, and social equity. If imple-
mented in letter and spirit, the Labour Codes can
strengthen India’s position as a global economic
powerhouse while ensuring that growth is inclu-
sive, sustainable, and future-ready.

The author is the Director General, FICCI
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Kuki-Zo MLAs, UPF-KNO reject
report on joining popular govt

IMPHAL

A news report published by The Local
newspaper on November 16, titled “Kuki-
70 MLAs decide to join formation of popu-
lar Ministry,” has drawn strong objections
from the United Peoples’ Front (UPF), the
Kuki National Organisation (KNO), and
several Kuki-Zo MLAs, who have termed
the headline misleading and factually in-
correct.

The criticism comes a day after Mani-
pur observed National Press Day, where
concerns were raised about the spread of
misinformation in the state. At the event,
the Director of Information and Public
Relations urged media organisations to
prioritise verification over speed, caution-
ing that inaccurate reporting can heighten
public tensions.

Responding to the newspaper report,
both the UPF-KNO and the Kuki-Zo MLAs
stated that no decision had been taken re-
garding joining any future “popular Minis-

Security forces
arrest three
insurgent
cadres, major

try.” They clarified that no resolution was
adopted on the matter and noted that sever-
al MLAs referenced in the report were not
even present at the meeting mentioned.

In their statement, the UPF-KNO de-
scribed the report as a misrepresentation,
while the MLAs said it had caused unnec-
essary confusion by presenting assump-
tions as conclusions.

According to the clarifications, the pri-

with British Museum to
bring back Vrindavani Vastra

mary focus of the Kuki-Zo Council (KZC)
conference held on November 15 was the
community’s ongoing political demand for
a Union Territory with Legislature, or a
Separate Administration.

Discussions on participation in any
future government were described as
preliminary in nature, with many repre-
sentatives expressing reservations unless
the Government of India provides a clear

SHILLONG

position on the political aspirations of the
Kuki-Zo people. No agreement or commit-
ment emerged from the discussion.

A local newspaper’ claim that an
understanding had been reached regard-
ing the MLASs’ participation in a future
Ministry was described by the groups as
unfounded and inconsistent with the pro-
ceedings of the meeting.

Kuki-Zo leaders have cautioned that
inaccurate reporting risks fuelling misun-
derstandings at a time when political nego-
tiations remain sensitive. They appealed to
the media to uphold journalistic principles
of verification and accuracy.

Reaffirming their position, the Kuki-
Zo MLAs, along with UPF-KNO and oth-
er community bodies, stated that their
priority remains the demand for a Union
Territory with Legislature or Separate Ad-
ministration. They clarified that any sug-
gestion that they have agreed to join a
popular Ministry is incorrect and does
not reflect the discussions held.

‘Vulgar and shameful’: Gaurav
(Gogoi condemns Assam

GUWAHATI

Congress MP Gaurav Gogoi has sharp-
ly criticised Assam Cabinet minister
Ashok Singhal for sharing a cauliflow-
er-farming image after the Bihar elec-
tion results, saying the post represents
“a shocking new low in political dis-
course”.

Singhal had posted a photograph of
cauliflower fields with the caption, “Bi-
har approves gobi farming”. Gogoi said
the phrase is “widely associated with
the Logain massacre of 1989”, during

¥

minister’s ‘gobi farming’ post

which over a hundred
Muslims were killed in
% Bhagalpur and “their
bodies concealed un-
der cauliflower planta-

9

using such imagery
in a political context
was “both vulgar and
shameful”. He argued
that invoking a trage-
9 dy of this scale “shows

how far some are will-
ing to descend in public life”.

He further alleged that this mindset
is encouraged by Chief Minister Him-
anta Biswa Sarma, whom he accused
of harbouring “a hatred for Indian mi-
norities”. Gogoi contrasted this with As-
sam’s cultural heritage, saying the state
is the land of “Mahapurush Sankardev,
Lachit Borphukan and Azaan Pir”.

Looking ahead to next year’s Assem-
bly election, he added that “the people
of Assam will end the rule of hate and
greed”.

Assam CM set to sign MoU  Meghalaya CM launches Japanese language
training programme to boost overseas jobs

two years ago, he said, and the

cache of arms
recovered in
state

IMPHAL

In a series of coordinated
operations across Manipur,
security forces on Sunday,
November 16, arrested three
active cadres belonging to
different insurgent groups,
along with the recovery of
a substantial cache of arms
and ammunition.

In the first operation,
security forces detained
Khuraijam Shyam Singh
alias Mangal (37) from his
residence at Lairensajik
Mamang Leikai, Imphal
West. Authorities said he
was actively involved in ex-
tortion in the valley region
and in the illegal settlement
and mediation of cases relat-
ed to crimes against wom-
en. One mobile phone was
seized from his possession.

In a separate operation,
personnel arrested Nong-
maithem Bidyasagar Singh
alias Kapchaoba (24) from
Khumbong Awang Leikai
under Patsoi Police Station,
Imphal West. He allegedly
extorted and threatened
truck drivers along the Ji-
ribam-Imphal route, often
snatching their keys and
documents. A mobile phone
and an Aadhaar card were
recovered from him.

In the most significant
arrest of the day, a joint
team of Manipur Police,
CRPF, and Assam Rifles
apprehended a self-styled
Major of the RPF/PLA, Koi-
jam Ibochouba alias Inao/
Sumo/Somo/Pansareng
(45), from a rented house in
Sagolband Nepra Menjor
Leikai under Imphal Police
Station.

He is a wanted insurgent
in connection with the 2017
ambush on the 4 Assam Ri-
fles unit at Sajik Tampak.

under loaning arrangement

GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Bis-
wa Sarma announced that the state
is poised for a historic milestone as
it prepares to sign a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) with the
British Museum to bring the sacred
Vrindavani Vastra back to Assam
under a loaning arrangement.
Calling the 16th-century textile a
“timeless masterpiece” woven with
devotion by Mahapurush Srimanta
Sankardev, the Chief Minister said
the artefact embodies the soul of As-
sam’s Vaishnavite culture through
its divine and intricate craftsman-
ship. “Our Government has begun
the process to bring this historic
treasure back to Assam, where it
truly belongs,” Sarma stated.

In a post on X, he wrote, “To-
morrow is a big day for Assam and
Bharat. We are signing an MoU
with the British Museum so that
the sacred Vrindavani Vastra can

Meghalaya:

SHILLONG

The Khasi Hills Autonomous District
Council (KHADC) has reconstituted
a three-member inquiry committee
to investigate allegations that Hima
Mylliem allocated land to several
MLAS and organisations in Law
Syiem, an area designated as a Law
Adong (protected forest) in 2014, The
Shillong Times reported.

According to official sources, the
committee initially formed in July
hadlapsed after the resignation of for-
mer Chief Executive Member (CEM)
Shemborlang Rynjah, whichled tothe
dissolution of the previous Executive
Committee (EC).

The committee has now been
reinstated with the same members.

Thereconstituted panel is chaired
by John DKkhar, Joint Secretary of
the Elaka Department, with Andy
Syiem, Deputy Secretary of the Land

be brought back home under a loan-
ing arrangement. Vikas and Virasat
continue to be pillars of our gov-
ernance agenda.” Sharing details
of his ongoing visit to the United
Kingdom, the Chief Minister said he
spent his first day in London explor-
ing the city’s waterfront. He added
that Assam is currently working to
transform the Guwahati riverfront
by adopting global best practices.
Sarma also interacted with mem-
bers of the Indian diaspora, praising
their contribution and dedication
abroad. The initiative marks a sig-
nificant step forward in the state’s
long-standing efforts to bring home
the Vrindavani Vastra, a revered
creation of 15th-century saint and
reformer Srimanta Sankardev.
The Chief Minister had earlier an-
nounced notable progress in this
mission in August, reaffirming the
government’s commitment to pre-
serving Assam’s cultural heritage.

Department, and Sharai Lamare,
Under Secretary of the Political
Department, serving as members.

Sources said the committee has
already begun collecting documents
and information, and the probe is
expected to take some time before a
final report is submitted to the EC.

The inquiry will examine claims
that certain MLAs, groups, and organ-
isations were granted land within the
protected forest.

Itwill alsoreview the earlier EC’s

Meghalaya Chief Minister Con-
rad K Sangma on Wednesday in-
augurated a six-month Japanese
Language Training Programme
aimed at preparing local youth
for overseas employment oppor-
tunities, particularly in Japan.

The programme, organised
by the Meghalaya State Skill
Development Society under the
Labour and Skill Development
Department, was launched at
the Mount View Building in
Barik.

Labour Minister Methodius
Dkhar and ASEAN Group Co.
Ltd Chairman and CEO Nishik-
wa Toshiaki were present at the
event, along with Japanese tu-
tors and officials from MSSDS.

Speaking at the launch,
Sangma said the state has cho-
sen to build a focused and long-
term partnership with Japan
across multiple sectors.

He noted cultural and cu-
linary similarities between

decision to cancel an agreement and
restore the custodianship of Law
Mawpat to Hima Mylliem.

Powell Sohkhlet, Executive
Member in charge of Elaka, had previ-
ously commended former CEM Ardent
Miller Basaiawmoit and thelate Syiem
of Hima Mylliem, Latho Manik Syiem,
for theirrole in managing Law Syiem
and securing its declaration as a pro-
tected forest in 2014.

Reports indicate that former CEM
Hispreaching Son Shyllarevoked the

Japan and the Northeast, and
pointed out that Japan has been
a consistent partner in India’s
development efforts.

Sangma highlighted the

KHADC reinstates probe into alleged
ted Forest

Law Adongdeclaration in 2019 follow-
ing a directive from the Meghalaya
High Court.

This cameaftera group of Myntris
challenged the original agreement,
with the court ultimately ruling in
favour of Hima Mylliem.

The committee will also review
findings from a recent on-site inspec-
tion conducted by the current EC
under former CEM Shemborlang
Rynjah.

During the inspection, the EC
observed significant damage to the
forest area, with parts of the land
being used as graveyards by several
churches.

While several boundary pillars
were identified, ownership records
and the procedures followed for the
land allotments remain unclear.

The inquiry will determine
whether the land was allotted freely
or purchased from Hima Mylliem.

Iripura CM urges ethical journalism,
skill development workshops

|
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the foremost responsibilities of
journalists, as they serve as the
mirror of society.

Speaking at the inauguration
of the National Press Day cel-
ebration organised by the ICA
Department at the Sukanta Acad-
emy Auditorium, Saha said that
accurate news dissemination is an
art, and although journalism is a
profession, it is best pursued with
a sense of duty toward society.

This year’s theme for National
Press Day is “Safeguarding Press
Credibility Amidst Rising Misin-
formation.”

In his speech, the Chief Min-
ister highlighted the crucial role
of newspapers and journalists in
upholding democracy. He said that
freedom of speech and expression
is the lifeblood of the media, but
journalists must remain alert and
responsible while reporting any
news.

“With the growing prevalence
of misinformation on social me-

People tend to sneeze three times because one
loosens up an irritant, the second gets it to the
front of the nose, and the third gets it out.

AGARTALA

dia, all stakeholders must work
together to overcome this chal-

Tripura Chief Minister Man-
ik Saha on Sunday said that
maintaining political, social,
and cultural harmony is one of

lenge. Journalists of Tripura are
in no way inferior in quality when
compared to journalists from oth-
er states,” Saha said.

The Chief Minister urged

senior journalists to conduct
monthly workshops to help young
journalists enhance their skills
and strengthen ethical journalism
practices.

Referring to the murders of
two journalists in the state in
previous years, the Chief Minister
assured that the government is
continuously working to ensure
justice for them.

Saha also reaffirmed the
government’s commitment to
ensuring journalists’ safety and
dignity, noting that the ICA De-
partment has already formed var-
ious committees for journalists’
welfare and will implement their
recommendations in phases.

Executive Editor of Tripura
Times Newspaper, Manas Pal;
Editor of Dainik Fariad, Shan-
it Debroy; Agartala Press Club
President, Pranab Sarkar; ICA
Secretary, Dr. P. K. Chakraborty;
and ICA Director, Bimbisar Bhat-
tacharjee, were present.

During the event, the organis-
ers felicitated two senior journal-
ists of the state, Pranamay Saha
of Amarpur and Anupam Bhat-
tacharjee of Kailashahar, with
shawls, mementos, and financial
honorariums.

state’s growing engagement
with Japan in the healthcare
sector.

Only two nurses from
Meghalaya were sent to Japan

number has now risen to 37,
with more expected to join soon.

These nurses currently hold
N4-level language certification
and the government hopes to
help them achieve N3 proficien-
cy to secure higher salaries.

According to the chief min-
ister, nurses working in Japan
are sending home an average
of Rs. 1 lakh each month, gen-
erating around Rs. 5 crore an-
nually in foreign exchange for
the state. He added that while
earlier batches trained in Ben-
galuru for six months, students
enrolled in the new programme
will receive training in Shillong
itself. Welcoming the Japanese
tutors, Sangma assured that the
state government would extend
full support to ensure their com-
fortable stay in Meghalaya.

He urged the 86 registered
trainees to make full use of the
opportunity to upgrade their
skills and enhance their pros-
pects for employment abroad.

Court records show 11
Chakma individuals
arrested under NDPS Act

in Mizoram over 2 years

AIZAWL

A review of publicly available
records on the websites of Mi-
zoram’s District and Sessions
Courts shows that at least 11
individuals from the Chak-
ma community were arrest-
ed under the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act between 2024 and
2025.

According to the court
listings, those charged under
the NDPS Act include Barun
Chakma, Daniel Chakma, Dip-
pu Chakma, Lotika Chakma,
Nungnang Chakma, Sonatan
Chakma, Diban Tongsangya
and Sanjit Chakma, who were
produced before the Aizawl
District and Sessions Court.

Two additional arrests —
Sapna Chakma and Punyasur
Chakma, detained on June 19,
2025, with narcotics valued at
over Rs. 10.43 crore, and Shan-
ti Jeeban Chakma and Brighu
Dhan Chakma, held on August
21, 2025, with drugs valued
at Rs. 1.2 crore — are not yet
reflected in the online case
status, though both incidents
were reported in local media.

REQUIRED;
@ NEIR 2026

« We are looking!for
volunte
Northeastern India and
West Bengal

# Interested candidates

(College students, youths)

The arrests mark a shift
from previous years, as no
Chakma individuals had been
booked under the NDPS Act in
Mizoram before 2024, accord-
ing to the same court data.

Some activists and com-
mentators have linked the
recent arrests to alleged
cross-border networks in-
volving groups operating in
Bangladesh’s Chittagong Hill
Tracts.

Local police sources, speak-
ing informally, said investiga-
tions into several cases are on-
going and often span multiple
jurisdictions.

However, officials have not
publicly confirmed any organ-
isational involvement, and no
group has been named in offi-
cial case documents.

Law enforcement agencies
in Mizoram and neighbour-
ing states continue to conduct
joint operations targeting nar-
cotics trafficking routes that
crisscross the India-Bangla-
desh border region.

Authorities have reiterated
that individuals arrested serve
only as accused until cases are
adjudicated in court.

hitps://northeastinteprationrally.in/Volunteer Registration.aspx
or send an email: neintegrationrally@gmail.com

www.northeastintegrationrally.in
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Akhilesh Yadav

backs Rahul Gandhi
on ‘Vote Chori’

BENGALURU

Samajwadi party leader and
former Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Akhilesh Yadav on
Sunday backed Congress lead-
er Rahul Gandhi’s allegations
of vote theft.

During an interaction
with reporters here, he said it
was not just ‘Vote chori’ but
‘dacoity’.

“It’s not chori. Chori is
a small theft. It’s a dacoity.
Openly done,” Yadav said.

Gandhi had alleged that
there was deliberate vote
theft in the country and
cited an instance of Aland
in Kalaburagi constituency
where attempts were made to
delete genuine votes of minor-
ities and backward communi-
ties.

The Samajwadi Party lead-
er was in Bengaluru to take
part in ‘Vision India: Startup
Summit’.

On the Bihar Assembly
election results, Yadav said

he has not done booth-level
analysis yet, but he has seen
the results.

“RJD leader Tejashwi
Yadav is a popular face, and
the Mahagathbandhan (grand
alliance) was with a positive
vision. Our vision is positive,
while the opposite side’s vision
is division,” the former CM
said. About Uttar Pradesh, he
alleged, “the ‘double-engine
government’ resorted to com-
munal politics.”

Double-engine is referred
to the BJP’s rule in the Centre
as well as in Uttar Pradesh.

On former Bihar Chief
Minister Lalu Prasad Yadav’s
family feud involving Rohini
Acharya, who shared a bitter
experience in a post on ‘X,
Yadav said, “If any talks in
our family, it becomes a public
discussion but when the same
happens in the BJP family,
there is no discussion”.

The SP leader said what-
ever happens in Lalu Prasad
Yadav’s family is their internal

matter, which takes place in
every home.

At the Vision India sum-
mit, Yadav said there is an
“emergency in the country”.

“India is known for its
diversity, but now just one
ideology is being thrust upon
people. They (BJP) have com-
pelled us to discuss these
issues at home. This govern-
ment is creating trouble for
‘Hindustaniat’ (Indianism).”

The SP leader said the
objective of Vision India:
Startup Summit themed ‘Plan,
Development and Ascent’ is to
retain ‘Unity in Diversity’ in
India, bring unity in the coun-
try, understand Indianism and
preserve it.

“Our effort is to become
progressive, positive, prag-
matic and inclusive and take
everyone along. We have to
counter negativity through
positivity by Vision India. We
have to eradicate differences
which is being sown in this
country,” the former CM said.

45 Umrah pi

ms from

elangana killed in bus-
tanker collision in Saudi

DUBAI

A bus carrying Umrah pilgrims caught
fire in Saudi Arabia after colliding
with a tanker lorry, killing 45 people,
including 20 women and 11 children.
Immigration officials in Hyderabad con-
firmed that most of the victims were
from the city.

The bus, carrying 46 passengers,
reportedly had one survivor.

The accident reportedly occurred
around 1:30 am IST at Mufrahath,
between Badr and Madinah, on a wide
road prone to high-speed traffic. Most
passengers were asleep at the time,
worsening the impact of the tragedy.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
expressed grief over the incident,
extending his condolences to the
bereaved families. “Deeply saddened
by the accident in Medinah involving
Indian nationals. My thoughts are with
the families who have lost their loved
ones. I pray for the swift recovery of all
those injured. Our Embassy in Riyadh
and Consulate in Jeddah are providing
all possible assistance. Our officials are
also in close contact with Saudi Arabian
authorities,” he said in a post on X.

External Affairs Minister Dr. S.
Jaishankar expressed deep shock,
saying the Embassy in Riyadh and the
Consulate in Jeddah were providing full
support to Indian nationals and their
families. “Sincere condolences to the
bereaved families. Pray for the speedy
recovery of those injured,” he added.

Minority Affairs Minister Kiren
Rijijusaid he was “shocked and deeply
saddened” by the tragic accident. “My
heartfelt condolences to the bereaved
families,” Rijiju said in a post on X.

Hyderabad Police Commissioner
VC Sajjanar confirmed that 45 people
died in the accident, with only one sur-
vivor currently hospitalised.

Addressingreporters here, Sajjanar
said a total of 54 people travelled to
Jeddah from Hyderabad on November
9. They were scheduled to return on

November 23.

Of the 54, four people travelled sep-
arately by car to Madina on Sunday,
while another four stayed back in
Mecca.

He added that they were supposed
to return to Hyderabad on 23rd of
November. AIMIM MLA Majid Hussain
said, “We have received information
that over 40 people died in the accident,
and we are coordinating with the fami-
lies.” A 24x7 control room has also been
set up at the Consulate General of India,
Jeddah, to assist the families of the vic-
tims and provide information. The toll-
free number is 8002440003, 0122614093,
0126614276, 0556122301 (WhatsApp)

The Embassy in Riyadh and the
Consulate in Jeddah are coordinat-
ing with the Saudi Haj and Umrah
Ministry, local authorities, and the
relevant Umrah operators. A team of
consulate staff and Indian community
volunteers is on the ground at hospitals

and accident sites to assist victims and
their families, the Consulate said in a
press release.

Telangana Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy has expressed profound shock
over the horrific accident. He has
directed the Chief Secretary and
DGP to obtain full details. He has also
instructed officials from the Ministry of
External Affairs and the Saudi Embassy
tobe contacted to undertake immediate
relief measures.

Chief Secretary K. Ramakrishna
Rao has spoken with Coordination
Secretary Gaurav Uppal in Delhi and
issued directives. A control room has
been set up at the Secretariat to monitor
the situation and provide information
to families.

Control Room Numbers:

+91 79979 59754

+91 99129 19545

Hyderabad MP Asaduddin Owaisi
said that he was in touch with Abu

Mathen George, Deputy Chief of
Mission at the Indian Embassy in
Riyadh, who is gathering information
about the incident. Owaisi also urged
the central government to ensure the
repatriation of the victims’ bodies to
India and to provide proper medical
care for the injured. Transporting wor-
shippers around Saudi Arabia’s holy
sites has frequently proven dangerous,
particularly during the hajj, when roads
can be chaotic with buses creating inter-
minable traffic jams. Millions also visit
Saudi Arabia for the umrah pilgrim-
age, which happens outside of the hajj
period. In March 2023, a bus ferrying
pilgrims to the holy city of Mecca burst
intoflames after a collision on a bridge,
killing 20 people and injuring more than
two dozen others.

And in October 2019, some 35 foreign-
ers were Killed and four others injured
when a bus collided with another heavy
vehicle near Medina.

Hasina of crimes against humanity;

calls for ‘maximum punishment’

DHAKA

Bangladesh’s International Crimes
Tribunal (ICT-BD) on Monday found
deposed prime minister Sheikh
Hasina guilty of alleged crimes
against humanity committed during
last year’s student-led agitation that
led to the fall of her Awami League
government.

The three-member tribunal also
pronounced its judgement against
Hasina’s two aides, former home
minister Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal
and former police chief Chowdhury
Abdullah Al-Mamun, over the same
charges. Mamun was produced before
the tribunal.

The tribunal, while pronouncing
the verdict, observed that the accused
deserved the “maximum punish-
ment” for crimes against humanity

after prosecutors sought the death
penalty.

The chief judge of the (ICT-BD)
observed that Hasina had ordered
the use of helicopters, drones and
lethal weapons against protesters, a
directive revealed in her conversa-
tion with the mayor of South Dhaka
Municipal Corporation. Forensic
examination deemed the CD and
recording genuine.

The tribunal also observed that
Hasina had ordered the killing of pro-
testing students, noting that records
of her conversation with the Dhaka
University VC were available.

The judge remaked that Hasina
had undermined the student move-
ment, noting that she had referred
to Dhaka University students as
“Razakar” and that her remarks
further enraged protesters.

He said that on the night following
14 July 2024, Hasina spoke to univer-
sity vice-chancellor and said, “I have
hanged Razakars, they [protesters]
will also be hanged. None of them will
be spared,” adding, “I am ordering
their arrest and action.”

The judge further stated that
Hasina, the former home minister and
the ex-police chief had acted jointly
to Kkill and suppress the protesters.

The tribunal also found that
Hasina made hate speeches and, in
a phone call with an aide named
Shakeel, asked him to kill 226 peo-
ple linked to cases filed against her.

Prior to the verdict, the interim
government had beefed up security in
the nation’s capital and elsewhere on
Monday. Paramilitary border guards
and police were deployed in Dhaka
and many other parts of the country
as Hasina’s Awami League party
called for a nationwide shutdown
Monday to protest against the ver-
dict, calling the tribunal a “kangaroo
court.”

Hasina and Khan face charges
of crimes against humanity for the
killing of hundreds of people during
a student-led uprising in July and
August 0f 2024. The United Nations in
a February report said up to 1,400 may
have been killed in the violence, while
the country’s health adviser under
the interim government said more
than 800 people were Kkilled and about
14,000 were injured. Both of them are
being tried in absentia.

The tribunal last week fixed
Monday for delivering the verdict as
reports of explosions of crude bombs
and arson led to the disruption of
classes and transportation across the
country after the “lockdown” called
for by Hasina’s party.

As the tribunal was set to con-
vene Monday morning, the former
ruling party called for the shutdown
again, with Hasina in an audio mes-

sage urging her supporters not to be
“nervous” about the verdict. Hasina
has survived at least 19 assassination
attempts during her decades-long
political career since 1981.

The verdict comes amid local
media reports that new explosions
of crude bombs in Dhaka, including
one in front of the house of an adviser,
equivalent to a Cabinet minister, on
Sunday.

Meanwhile, Dhaka’s police chief
Sheikh Mohammad Sazzat Ali issued
a “shoot-on-sight” order if anyone
attempts to torch vehicles or hurl
crude bombs. The directive came
as nearly 50 arson attacks, mostly
targeting vehicles, and dozens of
explosions of crude bombs have been
reported nationwide over the past
week. Two people were Killed in the
arson attacks, local media reported.

Authorities at the Supreme Court,
in a letter to army headquarters on
Sunday, requested the deployment of
soldiers around the tribunal premises
ahead of the verdict. The prosecution
said the tribunal’s deliberation of the
verdict could be broadcast live on the
state-run Bangladesh Television and
other TV stations channels.

Hasina was ousted on Aug. 5 last
year and fled to India. Bangladeshi
Nobel Peace Prize laureate
Muhammad Yunus took over as the
head of an interim government three
days after her fall. Yunus vowed to
punish Hasina and banned the activi-
ties of her Awami League party. Both
Hasina and her party have called the
special tribunal a “kangaroo court”
and denounced the appointment of a
lawyer by the state to represent her.

Yunus said his interim govern-
ment would hold the next elections
in February, and that Hasina’s party
would not get a chance to contest the
race. Bangladesh’s politics under
Yunus has remained at a crossroads
with limited signs of stability.

A red line™: Spat over
_ g ‘|aiwan is threatening
Bangladesh tribunal convicts Sheikh China-Japan ties

BEIJING

Lessthan amonth intoher term,
Japan’s conservative leader has
stirred tensions with China by
suggesting a Chinese move
against Taiwan could prompt
aJapanese military response.

China objects to the involve-
ment of other countries in
Taiwan, notably the United
States, which isthemain supplier
of weapons to the self-governing
island. Beijingclaimsitasitsown
and says it must come under its
control. It says it’s a domestic
issueand “aredline” that others
should not cross.

Speaking to a parliamenta-
ry committee, Prime Minister
Sanae Takaichi said on Nov. 7.
that a Chinese naval blockade
or other action against Taiwan
could be grounds for a Japanese
military response. Her comments
were stronger than those of her
predecessors.

Previous prime ministers
have expressed concern about
China’s threat to Taiwan but
haven’t publicly said how Japan
would respond.

Takaichi later refused to
retract her remarks but told the
same parliamentary committee
three days later that she would
avoid talking about specific sce-
narios in the future.

Japan’snew leaderisalong-
time supporter of Taiwan. She
views China asagrowing threat
and has ordered an acceleration
of plans toboost Japan’s military
spending. Foreign Minister
Toshimitsu Motegi said Friday
that Japan’s position on Taiwan

hasnot changed.

Chinese President Xi
Jinping, right, shakeshands with
Japanese Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichiahead of their meeting
in Gyeongju, South Korea, Oct.
31,2025.

Takaichi’scomments caused
anuproar in China, with the for-
eign and defense ministries, the
Taiwan Affairs Office and state
media all weighing in.

Her remarks came as a
surprise because tensions over
Taiwan were not particularly
high, said Wang Huiyao, the
president of the Center for China
and Globalization, a think tank
in Beijing. “We can’t just let the
prime minister speak so openly
at parliament,” he said.

One of the first to speak out
was China’s consul general in
Osaka, who said in a now-delet-
ed social media post that China
has no choice but to cut off an
intruding “dirty neck.” Motegi
called the post “extremely inap-
propriate.”

China’s Foreign Ministry
called in Japan’s ambassador on
Thursday to warn against any
interference in Taiwan. Thenext
day, Japan’s Foreign Ministry
summoned China’s ambassador
in Tokyo to complain about the
social media post.

On Friday night, China took
aimatJapan’s tourismeconomy.
It issued a notification advising
against travel toJapan. About 7.5
million Chinese tourists visited
in the first nine months of this
year, the largest number from
any country and about onefourth
of the total.

China’s Education Ministry
followed up with a warning to
students on Sunday about recent
crimesagainst Chinesein Japan,
though it didn’t advise them not
togo.

Also on Sunday, China’s
coast guard announced that it
was patrollingthe watersaround
a group of uninhabited islands
that both countries claim.

A bigger concern for Japan
would be if China weretorestrict
theexport of rare earth magnets,
vital components in auto manu-
facturing and other industries.
There was no immediate indi-
cation China was considering it.

Japanese officialsare trying
tocalmthe waters. Motegisaid he
planned toask Chinatomake “an
appropriateresponse” toprevent
amajor impact on relations.

Japan’s position is compli-
cated by its post-World War II
constitution, which bans its use
of force except for defending its
territory —the military is called
the Self-Defense Force.

Former Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe succeeded in
expanding the military’s man-
dateby winning parliamentary
approval in 2015 of a law that
allows Japan to come to the
aid of an ally — most likely
the US — in a conflict that is
determined to be an existential
threat to Japan. Takaichi, who
rose in politics as a protégé of
Abe, said that a Chinese move
against Taiwan could qualify
asathreat, setting off the ensu-
ing firestorm. Another possi-
ble threat would be a conflict
with North Korea that draws
in the US, analysts say. Japan
has previously not specified
what would constitute an exis-
tential threat under the pro-
vision, which is called collec-
tive self-defense. Now, Tokyo
doesn’t want to withdraw
Takaichi’s remark, because
it could narrow its options in
a Taiwan crisis.

Backpedaling could also
hurt the new prime minister’s
high public support ratings
and her image as a hawk on
China.
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ontours of a Changing Homeland:
Assam's Search for Stability Amid
Jemo oraphies

ssam stands at a crossroads
shaped by decades of com-
plex demographic move-
ment, cultural anxieties, and
political contestation. This
northeastern state-lush with
rivers, forests, and layered
memories-has long carried
the weight of migration-linked apprehensions
that stretch far back into colonial history. What
appears today as a silent churn of identity is,
in truth, the culmination of generations of un-
resolved questions about belonging, territory,
and cultural survival.

Across Assam’s public sphere, the debate
is no longer confined to academia or political
rallies; it has seeped into homes, marketplaces,
community halls, and the quiet conversations
that shape social anxieties. The question which
rises repeatedly-sometimes softly, sometimes
as a cry-is deceptively simple: Who belongs to
Assam? And who does Assam belong to? The
answer, however, remains profoundly complex.

A Century of Transformation: How Assam’s
Demographic Story Began

To understand Assam’s present, one must
look back to a past shaped by colonial engi-
neering. When the British expanded tea plan-
tations and administrative networks, they fa-
cilitated-and sometimes encouraged-migration
from various regions. Labourers from central
India, peasants from present-day Bangladesh,
and traders from northern India dramatically
altered the socio-economic landscape.

Post-Partition political upheavals intensi-
fied the movement. The newly created interna-
tional border with East Pakistan introduced a
porous frontier, making Assam vulnerable to
sustained cross-border migration. Wars in 1965
and 1971, the birth of Bangladesh, river erosion,
and agricultural opportunities all contributed
to demographic inflows.

Thus, Assam’s anxieties are neither sudden
nor fabricated-they are born of lived realities
that span generations.

Reading the Numbers: What Census Trends
Reveal

Scholars often debate the interpretation of
c%rllsus data, yet certain patterns are unmistak-
able.

From 1961 to 2011, several lower Assam
districts-including Dhubri, Goalpara, Barpe-
ta, and South Salmara-consistently registered
population spikes higher than the state’s aver-
age growth. Dhubri’s 24% rise in 2001 and 22%
in 2011, contrasted with Assam’s overall 17%
growth, remains one of the most frequently cit-
ed figures in policy circles.

Upper Assam districts, by comparison,
saw far more modest increases, reinforcing
long-standing perceptions of uneven demo-
graphic pressure.

Linguistic shifts further deepen the con-
tours of concern. Assamese is still the largest
linguistic group, yet the percentage of As-
samese speakers has remained stagnant for
four decades-48.8% in 1971 and 48% in 2011.
Meanwhile, tribal languages in several pockets
show signs of decline, often linked to land pres-
sure, internal displacement, and demographic
restructuring.

For a state where language is not merely a
mode of communication but a marker of identi-
ty, such subtle shifts carry profound emotional
significance.

Exploring the Debate: Two Competing Inter-
pretations of Change

Assam’s discourse on migration sits on two
contested viewpoints.

1. The Cautionary Lens: Do Not Over-Inter-
pret the Data

A range of scholars and civil society groups
caution against leaning solely on census data to
explaln demographic anxieties. They argue:

Fertility rates vary significantly
across communities.

“ Economic migration to riverine and
agriculturally rich zones is natural.

“ Internal mobility within the state con-
tributes to localised spikes.

“ River erosion, particularly along the
Brahmaputra, forces large populations to move
frequently, complicating population estimates.

Economists further note that migrant agri-
cultural labour has played a crucial role in cul-
tivating floodplains, restoring silted fields, and
boosting food productivity, particularly in char
areas.

From this standpoint, sensationalising de-
mographic information risks stigmatising vul-
nerable communities, fuelling prejudice, and
undermining the social cohesion Assam des-
perately needs.

2. The Ground-Reality Perspective: Lived
Experiences Cannot Be Ignored

Yet, to dismiss the fears of indigenous com-
munities is to overlook a different layer of
truth.

For many tribal and ethnic groups-Bodos,
Misings, Tiwas, Rabhas, Deoris-the concern is
not abstract. It is tied to shrinking lands, pres-
sures on traditional livelihoods, reconfigura-
tion of local governance structures, and the vis-
ible alteration of electoral constituencies.

Land patterns in char areas, population
changes in strategic border belts, and the trans-
formation of once-homogenous villages con-
tribute to a sense of cultural vulnerability.

These anxieties are not rooted in xenopho-
bia but in everyday observation-what they see
in their neighbourhoods, fields, markets, and
census rolls.

When Judiciary Speaks: A Rare Warning

The judiciary, too, has taken note. The
Gauhati  High
Court, in multi-
ple observations
over the last
decade, flagged
concerns about
irregular  mi-
gration. Its
much-discussed
remark in 2024,
describing the
process as a “si-
lent and invidi-
ous demograph-
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ic invasion,” was grounded in state records and

field reports. It was not political rhetoric; it was
a judicial acknowledgment of persistent struc-
tural vulnerabilities.

Such remarks reinforced fears in indigenous
communities and shaped the discourse around
border management and citizenship verifica-
tion.

The Indigenous Question: Identity in a Frag-
ile Ecosystem

In Assam, identity is not a matter of politi-
cal convenience; it is a lived, intergenerational
experlence

Bodo villages losing cultivation lands

to erosion or encroachment

«“ Mising settlements grappling with
pressures on riverine farming

“ Tiwa and Rabha communities navi-
gatmg shrinking autonomous spaces

Tribal youth worrying about declin-

ing use of ancestral languages

For these groups, cultural survival feels in-
creasingly linked to territorial stability. Their
institutions-Morungs, satras, village coun-
cils-are symbols of community continuity.
When demographic pressures threaten land
tenure or local governance, the fear of losing
identity becomes deeply personal.

Humanity’s Parallel Story: The Other Side of
Belonging

And yet, Assam’s story is not solely one of
anxiety.

There is another narrative: of families who
have lived in Assam for generations, who speak
Assamese fluently, whose children attend lo-
cal schools, who know no other homeland. For
them, the idea of being viewed as foreigners or
outsiders is both painful and unjust.

Many such families have built lives in the
chars, in tea gardens, in riverbanks, or in
small urban pockets. Their economic contribu-
tions-farming, fishing, labour, trade-are woven
into Assam’s growth.

To reduce them entirely to demographic cat-
egories risks eroding the inclusive spirit that
gave Assam its rich, diverse identity.

Balancing these two emotional universes-in-
digenous fears and humanitarian consider-
ations-remains one of Assam’s hardest gover-
nance challenges.

Government Intervention: Policies That
Seek to Restore Balance

In recent years, policy measures reflect
an attempt to respond to long-standing demo-
graphic anxieties while trying to uphold consti-
tutional fairness.

1. Strengthening Border Management

Efforts include:

“ fencing vulnerable stretches of the In-
do-Bangladesh border,

«“ deploying specialised riverine pa-
trols,

«“ using drones and technological sur-
velllance in char areas,

enhancing inter- -agency coordination
in infiltration-prone zones.

For a state where rivers routinely swallow
villages and redraw borders, these measures
are not merely administrative-they are existen-
tial safeguards.

2. Land Governance Reforms

Reforms include:

«“ digitisation of land records to curb
manipulation and fraudulent transfers,

«“ targeted eviction drives against or-
ganised encroachments,
satellite-based monitoring of sensitive
formalisation of indigenous land
rights.

While these steps attract criticism-especially
regarding due process-they represent systemic
responses to deeply rooted demands from local
communities.

3. Development-Based Population Stabilisa-
tion

Instead of coercive methods, recent policies
focus on:

“ improving women’s education,
«“ expanding maternal health pro-
grammes,

enhancing socio-economic indicators
in backward districts.

These development-centric interventions
aim to address structural contributors to de-
mographic imbalance while preserving human
dignity.

The Citizenship Conundrum: Assam’s Most
Contentious Debate

No issue has shaped Assam’s political mem-
ory as intensely as citizenship verification.

The NRC Update

The National Register of Citizens (NRC),
though plagued by administrative challeng-
es, was rooted in the Assam Accord’s historic
promise to identify genuine citizens. The de-
mand was simple: transparency and stability
in citizenship documentation.

Yet, the process proved messy-millions
found themselves in limbo, verification incon-
sistencies created confusion, and opposition
voices questioned fairness.

The Government’s New Moves

The state’s push for:
re-verification in sensitive districts,
correction of documented errors,
clear appellate mechanisms,
transparent procedures for inclusion
and exclusion

reflects an attempt to restore credibility to
an exercise that was meant to bring closure but
instead renewed anxieties.

Opponents fear selective targetlng, support-
ers argue that the process is essential for As-
sam’s demographic security. Both viewpoints
underline the need for fairness, transparency,
and due process.

«
“«

«

The Ethical Imperative: Identity Must Not
Become Hostility
For Assam to move toward stability, identi-
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ty preservation cannot translate into blanket

exclusion. Similarly, humanitarian compas-

sion cannot ignore indigenous vulnerabilities.
A balanced approach must:

protect ancestral land rights,

respect linguistic and cultural diver-

«

sity,
“ ensure transparent citizenship mech-
anisms,
“ strengthen border management,
q “ uphold human dignity for all legal res-
idents.

Equity-not alienation-should underline pol-
icy decisions. Sensitivity-not hostility-must
guide political engagement.

Assam’s social cohesion, already fragile
from years of mistrust, cannot withstand fur-
ther polarisation.

Toward a Shared Future: Crafting a New So-
cial Contract

Assam’s future depends on weaving togeth-
er the narratives of all its people-indigenous
tribal groups, Assamese-speaking communi-
ties, migrant workers, and long-settled families
who consider the state their only home.

The path forward calls for:

“ evidence-based policy, not rhetoric
empathetic governance, not knee-jerk

“«

populism
“ community dialogue,
monologues

legal clarity, not administrative ambi-

not parallel

guity

If Assam can forge such a path, identity and
inclusion need not be adversaries.

The challenge is monumental, but so is As-
sam’s history of resilience. The state has sur-
vived colonisation, Partition, insurgency, eth-
nic conflict, and waves of migration. Its people
have repeatedly rebuilt trust, redefined their
boundaries, and reimagined their collective
belonging.

Will Assam Remain Uneasy, or Step For-
ward with Confidence?

Assam’s demographic question will not
vanish overnight. Yet it need not forever de-
fine the state’s destiny. With thoughtful poli-
cy, respect for ground realities, and genuine
commitment to justice, Assam can reorient
its narrative-not as a land caught in perpetual
demographic fear, but as a state capable of ac-
commodating both identity preservation and
inclusive citizenship.

The real test lies not merely in guarding
its past, but in imagining a future where all
communities-indigenous and long-settled-feel
secure, valued, and heard.

Assam now stands at a moment where its
choices will shape generations. Whether it re-
mains trapped in its unease or rises toward a
confident tomorrow will depend on how it re-
solves the delicate question of identity, belong-
ing, and coexistence.
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