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27 bombs
neutralised in
Manipur’s Imphal
East district

IMPHAL

: ?.' Security forces recovered
CHERLY 27 bombs and neutralised
) them in Manipur’s Imphal
] East district, police said on

Friday.
During an operation,
| the country-made bombs
were found on Thursday
4 and neutralised at a place

| senior officer said.
In a separate operation,
=4 security forces also recov-
ered three arms and am-
munition from the Langdum Nungjengbi area in the
district on Wednesday, he said.

Security forces have been conducting search oper-
ations in Manipur since ethnic violence broke out two
years ago.

More than 260 people have been Killed and thou-
sands rendered homeless in ethnic strife between
Meiteis and Kuki-Zo groups since May 2023.

The Centre had imposed the President’s rule in
Manipur after Chief Minister N Biren Singh resigned.

The state assembly, which has a tenure till 2027,
has been put under suspended animation.

WHO SAID WHAT

e | Within 1 week of a

person being declared
Foreigner by the
Foreigners’ Tribunal,
we will push them back
to expedite the process
of making Assam free
of infiltrators. ~ Dr.
Himanta Biswa Sarma,
Assam CM
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nt’s Rule nears end

NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah is all set to begin the New
Year by holding a high-level
meeting toreview the situation
in the violence-hit Manipur on
January 2, as the President’s
Rule in the state is nearing to
an end on February 13.

With relative peace
achieved so far, the state is
poised to move towards getting
a political solution and the
review meeting would be crit-
ical, as it will be attended by
Manipur Governor Ajay Ku-
mar Bhalla, Manipur Govern-
ment Advisor Kuldiep Singh,
Chief Secretary PK Goel and
Director General of Police Ra-
jiv Singh among other senior
functionaries of the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA), sources said.

It is learnt from the sources
that the Governor and all the
key state officials have arrived
in the National Capital for the
meeting, as they said that the
agenda of the deliberations

mostly revolves around law
and order, security arrange-
ments and issues relating to
developmental initiatives.

Incidentally, the Home
Minister is holding the review
meeting at a time when the
President’s Rule in the state
is going to end on February 13
and political parties and local
leaders are exploring the pos-
sibility of government forma-
tion.

A source said, “During the
meeting chaired by the Home
Minister, issues relating to
recent developments on the
ground will be reviewed. An
assessment will also be made
on the prevailing law and or-
der situation and coordinated
security deployment. A discus-
sion is also expected to take
place on the development ini-
tiatives aimed at rebuilding
infrastructure around areas
inhabited by communities af-
fected by spells of violence for
the past two and half years.”

Ensuring a stable and se-
cure environment will be crit-

Assam Police honours 49 with
DGP’s Gold Commendation, 424
receive Silver medals for 2025

GUWAHATI

As recognition of exceptional service
and professional excellence, the As-
sam Police has announced the recipi-
ents of the Director General of Police’s
Commendation Medals for 2025, with
49 officers and personnel selected for
the prestigious Gold medal and 424 for
the Silver category.

An official notification issued on
January 2 said the awards have been
conferred on officers and personnel of
the Assam Police and allied organisa-
tions for their outstanding and meri-
torious contributions across a wide
range of policing, security and public
service roles during the year.

In addition to state police per-
sonnel, 12 officers from the Indian
Army, Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) and Assam Rifles have also
been selected for the DGP’s Commen-
dation Medal (Silver), underscoring
inter-agency cooperation in main-
taining security and public order in
Assam.Among the recipients of the
DGP’s Commendation Medal (Gold)
are several senior officers who have
held key operational, intelligence
and administrative responsibilities.
The awardees include Special Direc-
tor General of Police (CID) Munna
Prasad Gupta, Special Additional
Director General (Special Branch)
Hiren Chandra Nath, Additional Di-
rector General of Police (Vigilance
and Anti-Corruption) and Director of
Fire and Emergency Services Suren-
dra Kumar, Inspector General of Po-
lice (Law and Order) Akhilesh Kumar
Singh, and IGP (Logistics) V Siva
Prasad Ganjala.

Other Gold medal recipients in-
clude IGP (Training and Armed Po-
lice) Vivek Raj Singh, IGP (Opera-

tions) Jitmol Doley, IGP (Security)
Imdadul Hussain Bora, IGP (Border)
Devojyoti Mukherjee, Guwahati Po-
lice Commissioner Partha Sarathi
Mahanta, and Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral (Special Branch) Ratna Singha,
among others.

The DGP’s Commendation Medal
(Silver) has been awarded to 424 offi-
cers and personnel for notable service
during 2025. Prominent among them
are Managing Director of Assam Po-
lice Housing Corporation Lachit Ba-
rua, IGP (Administration) Prasanta
Kumar Bhuyan, IGP Home Guards
and Civil Defence Arabinda Kalita,
and Director of Forensic Science and
Laboratory Robin Kumar.

Other recipients in the Silver cat-
egory include Commandant of the
13th Assam Police Battalion Deba-
sish Sharma, Senior Superintendent
of Police (Fire Service) Dr Sadeque
Ali Ahmed, Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Traffic), Guwahati, Jayanta
Sarathi Borah, DCP (East) Guwahati
Mrinal Deka, and Senior Superinten-
dent of Police, Cyber Crime-II, CID,
Saurav Jyoti Saikia, along with a
large number of officers from district,
battalion and specialised units.

The list of Silver medal awardees
also features officers from central
armed forces deployed in Assam.
These include Brigadier Avaneesh
Chambial, Commander of the 73
Mountain Brigade; Brigadier Sarab-
jeet Singh, DIG, Sector Assam Rifles;
Colonel Kishan Bal P, Commandant
of the 23 Assam Rifles; Colonel Imlia-
kum Keitzar, Commanding Officer of
the 42 Assam Rifles; Colonel Neelesh
Bhardwaj of the 29 Assam Rifles; and
Assistant Commandant Sandeep of
the 147 Battalion of the CRPF, among
others.

ical if the Centre decides to
facilitate a political process to
kick-in in the state, sources
added.

Immediately after the res-
ignation of former Chief Min-
ister N Biren Singh following
the sustained ethnic violence
between the Meitei and Ku-
ki-Zo communities, the state
was put under Central rule.

Since then, the state has
been administered directly by
the Governor with the support
of central security forces. Par-
liament approved successive
extensions of President’s Rule,
the latest in August 2025, ex-
tending it until mid-February
2026.

The sources also indicated
that the deliberations at the
January 2 meeting and its out-
come are likely to set the tone
for re-starting the political
process in the state and res-
toration of democratic gover-
nance, as part of the Centre’s
larger goal of achieving peace
and accelerating development
in the state.

ED attaches assets worth
Rs 33.66 crore in Manipur
investment fraud case

NEW DELHI

The Enforcement Directorate
(ED), Imphal Sub Zonal Office has
issued 2nd Provisional Attach-
ment Order (PAO) to the tune of
Rs. 33.66 Crore pertaining to M/s
Birla Emporium Pvt Ltd, Ira Fi-
nance Pvt. Ltd., its Director Yum-
nan Irabanta Singh and Others in
relation to cheating of 5000 gull-
ible investors, the release said on
Thursday.

According to the ED, the ac-
cused operated fraudulent invest-
ment schemes between 2019 and
2021, promising unusually high
returns to lure investors.

“ED initiated an investigation
based on an FIR registered by the
CID (Crime Branch), Manipur,
under various Sections of IPC,
1860, against Yumnam Irabanta
Singh, Director of M/s Birla Em-
porium Pvt. Litd. and Ira Finance
Pvt. Ltd.. According to the FIRS,
Yumnam Irabanta Singh alleged-
ly operated a fraudulent invest-
ment/deposit scheme from 2019 to
2021 that promised high returns to
investors. Still, finally, he and his
associates had siphoned off sever-
al individual depositors’ funds,”
the agency said in a statement.

The ED further stated that,
“The investigation revealed that
Yumnam Irabanta Singh and
his entities were operating an
unauthorised deposit scheme,
collecting large sums from the
public with the promise of exor-
bitant returns. Yumnam Irabanta
Singh, along with his associates,

has cheated 5000 investors (ap-
proximately) of Manipur State
and thereby caused wrongful loss
to these gullible depositors to the
tune of more than Rs.250 Crore
and subsequent wrongful gain to
himself. It is also revealed that
M/s Birla Emporium Private
Limited & M/s Ira Finance Pri-
vate Limited have given loans
to public/borrower against the
security of their property (Loan
Against Property), and the prop-
erties of the loanees were trans-
ferred and registered in the name
of Directors and staff of M/s. Birla
Emporium Private Limited, by ex-
ecuting sale deed. The Company
has not accepted deposits since
the 1st quarter of 2020 and has not
returned the promised funds. The
said properties, which were reg-

istered in the promoters’ names,
were also kept in their custody
without being returned. Further-
more, these funds, which are Pro-
ceeds of Crime (POC) were subse-
quently utilised in the acquisition
of several properties.”

ED said in a statement it earli-
er attached Rs 28.02 crore assets.
“ED had earlier identified and
provisionally attached various
movable and immovable prop-
erties in the name of M/s Birla
Emporium Pvt. Ltd.,, Yumnam
Irabanta Singh, Director of the
company and his associates
amounting to Rs. 28.02 Crore.
Further, Prosecution Complaint
for confiscation of attached prop-
erties have been filed before the
Special PMLA Court, Imphal East
on 06.06.2025 against M/s Birla
Emporium Pvt. Ltd and Yumnam
Irabanta Singh, and others.”

Further course of investiga-
tion led to the identification of
121 more immovable properties
which are registered in the name
of M/s Birla Emporium Pvt. Ltd.,
Ira Finance Pvt. Ltd.,, Yumnam
Irabanta Singh, Director of the
company and his associates,
which were obtained out of POC.
In this regard, the said immov-
able properties amounting to Rs
33.66 Crore are provisionally at-
tached. A total of Rs. 61.68 Crore
pertaining to various movable
and immovable properties in the
name of Birla Emporium Pvt Ltd
has been provisionally attached.

Further investigation is in
progress.

NE border attracts MP, Maharashtra poachers

Wildlife smugglers preferred Nepal-Tibet route earlier, but find Myanmar more conducive now

pal told TNIE on Thursday.

BHOPAL

International smugglers linked with var-
ious wild animal poaching gangs in India
are abandoning the Nepal-Tibet route and
instead using the North East-Myanmar
corridor to traffic wild animal parts and
live exotic animals into China, investiga-
tions by forest and wildlife enforcement
agencies have revealed.

Interrogation of ten members of an
inter-state gang of poachers from Madhya
Pradesh, busted in Chandrapur in Maha-
rashtra in January 2025, and questioning
of an international Pangolin smuggler, L
Kunga, arrested recently from Mizoram,
showed that traffickers are increasingly
relying on the new route to move tiger
and leopard parts and live exotic species.

China has emerged as a major desti-
nation for the illegal wildlife trade, one of
the world’s most lucrative transnational
crimes. Smugglers target a wide range of
endangered and protected species, par-
ticularly Pangolins, Rhino Horns, Tiger
Parts, Elephant Tusks (ivory), and Tur-
tles and Tortoises.

Officials said the prime drivers of de-
mand for wild animal parts in China in-
clude traditional Chinese medicine, use
as status symbols and for investment, ex-
otic cuisine, and the growing market for
exotic pets.

For decades, smugglers traditionally
moved wildlife parts and live animals into
China through Nepal and Tibet. However,
improved, coordinated law enforcement
along the Nepal border has drastically re-
duced such trafficking.

A sustained crackdown by enforce-
ment agencies at major Tibetan popu-
lation bases in India, especially Delhi’s
Majnu ka Tila area, has also curbed the
smuggling of dead and live wildlife spe-
cies into China via Nepal and Tibet. Sev-
eral persons associated with wildlife traf-
ficking were arrested in these operations,
key sources in the Madhya Pradesh forest
department said.

In contrast, trafficking of wild ani-
mal parts and live exotic species is rising
sharply through the North East-Myanmar
route, particularly through Mizoram, offi-
cials said.

“The international Pangolin smug-
gler L Kunga, who has been wanted for
the last ten years by wildlife enforcement
agencies in multiple states, including
Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and Mizoram,
was arrested last month in a joint opera-
tion from Kolasib in northern Mizoram.
He was wanted by the MP State Forest De-
partment’s state tiger strike force (STSF)
in a 2015 case of Pangolin smuggling,” a
senior forest department official in Bho-

Originally from Myanmar, Kunga
has made several startling revelations
to the MP forest department’s wildlife
crime wing, especially about the growing
use of the North East, particularly the
Mizoram-Myanmar corridor, for wildlife
smuggling from India.

While Mizoram’s Champhai district
has emerged as the most active hotspot
for smuggling animal parts and live ex-
otic animals into Myanmar for onward
delivery to China, Manipur’s Moreh town
earlier served as the prime route into the
neighbouring country, which is currently
ruled by a military junta. After entering
Myanmar, the animal parts are transport-
ed to the illegal wildlife market in Mong
La, located on the Myanmar-China bor-
der, to meet demand from Chinese and
Vietnamese buyers.

“What is contributing to North East
(Mizoram and Manipur)-Myanmar be-
coming the most preferred route of wild
animal smugglers for supplying animal
parts to Chinese and Vietnamese buyers,
is the weakened environmental law en-
forcement and border security in Myan-
mar following the 2021 military coup, the
largely unfenced India-Myanmar border,
and the use of improved infrastructure
to boost road connectivity along the In-
do-Myanmar border,” the official added.
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INDIA'S
STUNNING
GROWTH

STORY

ndia’s emergence as the world’s
fourth-largest economy, overtaking
Japan with a GDP of USD 4.18 tril-
lion, is not merely a statistical mile-
stone-it is a powerful statement about
the country’s economic resilience,
reform-driven growth and long-term
potential. Even more significant is
India’s position as the fastest-growing major
economy in the world, a status reaffirmed by
both domestic data and projections from lead-
ing international financial institutions. In an
era marked by global trade uncertainties, geo-
political tensions and uneven recovery across
regions, India’s sustained growth momentum
stands out as an exception rather than the
norm. The recent acceleration in GDP growth
to 8.2 per cent in the second quarter of 2025-26
underscores this resilience. It reflects not just
cyclical recovery but the cumulative impact
of structural reforms, stable macroeconom-
ic management and strong domestic demand.
India’s growth is increasingly powered by in-
ternal drivers-robust private consumption, ris-
ing investment and expanding manufacturing
capacity. This internal strength has enabled
India to maintain high growth even when the
global economy has slowed.

What lends further credibility to India’s
growth trajectory is the broad-based optimism
expressed by global institutions. The IMEF,
World Bank, OECD, Moody’s, S&P, Fitch and
the Asian Development Bank-each with its own
analytical framework-converge on one assess-
ment: India will remain the fastest-growing
major economy over the coming years. This
achievement assumes even greater impor-
tance when viewed in the context of India’s
vast population. With over 1.4 billion people,
economic growth in India is not an abstract
macroeconomic indicator-it is directly linked
to the pressing imperatives of employment gen-
eration, food security, infrastructure creation
and access to basic amenities. Sustained high
growth is essential to absorb millions entering
the workforce annually, reduce poverty and
improve living standards. In this sense, India’s
growth is not just about size but about scale
and inclusion. At the same time, India’s large
population is not merely a challenge-it is also
one of its greatest strengths. The immense con-
sumer market it creates is among the largest
in the world, providing a powerful engine for
demand-led growth. Consumption-driven sec-
tors-from housing and automobiles to digital
services and electronics-have become key pil-
lars of economic expansion.

Government policy has played a central
role in sustaining this momentum despite nu-
merous odds, including the pandemic, global
inflationary pressures and supply-chain dis-
ruptions. A consistent focus on increasing agri-
cultural production has ensured food security
and moderated inflation, while parallel efforts
to boost industrial output have strengthened
self-reliance. Together, agriculture and indus-
try have acted as stabilising anchors of the
economy. The “Make in India” initiative has
been particularly transformative. By encourag-
ing domestic manufacturing and reducing im-
port dependence, it has generated large-scale
employment opportunities and revitalised In-
dia’s industrial base. India has rapidly emerged
as a major manufacturing hub, attracting glob-
al tech giants like Apple and integrating itself
into global value chains. This progress has not
only created jobs but also enhanced India’s ex-
port potential.

Looking ahead, strategic investments in
semiconductors mark a new phase in India’s
industrial journey. Semiconductor fabrication
and design are capital-intensive and techno-
logically complex, but they are critical for the
future of electronics, defence, automobiles and
digital infrastructure. India’s entry into this
space signals ambition and long-term planning,
with the potential to fundamentally transform
its electronics and technology ecosystem. Com-
plementing these efforts are Government-led
skill development programmes, which seek to
align the workforce with the needs of a modern,
technology-driven economy.

Sustaining such momentum over a long
period is never easy. Yet India’s step-by-step,
systematic approach across sectors appears
to be yielding rich dividends. The next tar-
get-overtaking Germany to become the world’s
third-largest economy-now seems achievable
within the next few years. The Government is
also acutely aware that aggregate GDP growth
must translate into higher per capita income.
With continued reforms, focused investments
and policy stability, major strides in per capi-
ta GDP are possible. The coming years will be
crucial. Targets are clear, the vision is defined,
and the intent is evident. If current momentum
is preserved, India’s growth story will not only
be about economic rank but also about trans-
forming the lives of its people and securing its
place as a leading global economic power.

“Climb mountains. Not so the
world can see you, but so you

can see the world” - David
Mccullough, Jr.

Bangladesh:
Turmoil has
Potential to Spill
Over

KALYANI SHANKAR

Bangladesh has been going
through a massive political
crisis since the resignation
of the former Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina-led govern-
ment last year. This volatile
situation has caused regional
tensions.

A series of riots, arson at-
tacks, and political unrest hit
across Bangladesh from De-
cember 18 to 20, 2025, following
the assassination of Osman
Hadi, the spokesperson for the
Ingilab Moncho. Hadi was shot
on December 12 and died on
December 18.

Over the past year, India
has faced challenges stemming
from Dhaka’s weakened secu-
rity cooperation. This instabil-
ity was tied to deep-rooted his-
torical anti-India sentiment.

Recent political unrest in
Bangladesh has significant re-
gional implications, potential-
ly destabilising neighbouring
countries such as India, China,
and Pakistan, and affecting
regional security and econom-
ic stability.

Diplomatic ties between
Delhi and Dhaka have hit a
critical juncture with Dhaka
suspending visa and consular
services at its missions in New
Delhi and Agartala. India has
also suspended visa services
at its Chittagong centre in
Bangladesh following wide-
spread violent protests. New
Delhi and Dhaka summoned
each other’s envoys earlier
last week in a tit-for-tat move
to express concern over the
situation.

India’s security concerns
about the instability in Bangla-
desh are raising fears of con-
flict with China and Pakistan.
This also increases the risks of
illegal migration and commu-
nal violence, complicating In-
dia’s diplomatic negotiations

and projects in the region.

A period in the aftermath
of the election that banned
the Awami League Islamist
groups like Jamaat-e-Islami
have gained prominence. A
younger generation has devel-
oped a unique sense of nation-
alism, distinct from the histor-
ical narrative of Bangladesh’s
1971 liberation.

Across the border in India,
the ramifications of Dipu
Chandra Das’s killing have
intensified anti-Bangladesh
sentiments, making regional
stability and diplomatic rela-
tions more fragile.

There have been mob
attacks on media outlets such
as The Daily Star and Proth-
om Alo, with accusations that
these newspapers are pro-In-
dia. The increasing influence
of Islamist radicals and the
government’s inability to man-
age unrest are a concern about
civil stability.

Civil society activists are
criticising the interim gov-
ernment for failing to address
the unrest. Meanwhile, the
Bangladesh Nationalist Par-
ty (BNP) is organising a big
rally to welcome back Tarique
Rahman, the son of the Zias,
amid this political turmoil; he
is expected to be the Party’s
prime ministerial candidate.

Many Bangladeshis express
concerns about India’s influ-
ence, particularly throughout
Hasina’s fifteen-year rule,
which ended amid unrest. This
aspect has intensified Hasina’s
refuge in India, as New Delhi
has declined to repatriate her.
Following Hadi’s assassina-
tion, young political leaders
have started making increas-
ingly provocative anti-India
statements.

Supporters allege that
the main suspect in Hadi’s
murder, linked to the Awami
League, has fled to India, esca-

lating anti-India sentiment.

Overall, Bangladesh’s ongo-
ing instability heightens the
risks of conflict with neigh-
bouring countries and compli-
cates India’s diplomatic efforts
in the region, especially after a
Hindu group protested outside
Indian diplomatic premises.

The deep-seated anti-India
sentiment in Bangladesh has
been further exacerbated by
Hasina’s moves and India’s
handling of her asylum. The
killing of Dipu Chandra Das
has intensified anti-India sen-
timents, with some attributing
unrest to the former Awami
League government.

The Yunus government has
declared that there is “no place
for such violence in the new
Bangladesh.” The government
has assured that individuals
involved in the recent killing
will face accountability and
that no one will be exempt
from consequences.

Meanwhile, the BNP is
preparing for a massive rally
to mark the return of Tarique
Rahman from London, who
has been in exile for over 17
years. The Party is preparing
to mobilise over five million
people to welcome him back.
Rahman, 60, is the son of for-
mer Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia and serves as the BNP’s
acting chairman. Courts
cleared him of charges after
Hasina left office, allowing his
return. Overall, Bangladesh’s
ongoing instability increases
risks of conflict with neigh-
bouring countries and compli-
cates India’s diplomatic efforts
in the region, as it objected to a
Hindu group’s protest outside
its diplomatic premises in Del-
hi, calling it “unjustifiable”.

An Indian parliamentary
panel said developments in
Bangladesh pose “the greatest
strategic challenge” to Delhi
since the country’s indepen-

dence war in 1971. Delhi has

DIGITAL WAR OF WORDS

“You can
upload your
xrays or MRI
images to Grok
and it will give
you a medical
diagnosis.

I have seen
cases where
it’s actually
better than
what doctors
tell you.” ~
Elon Musk,
American
Entrepreneur
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already indicated that it will
engage with an elected gov-
ernment in Bangladesh, and
that could pave the way for a
diplomatic reboot.

The BBC reported, quoting
Riva Ganguli Das, a former
High Commissioner, “I sin-
cerely hope tensions don’t
escalate further on both sides.”
Ganguli Das, a retired Indian
high commissioner to Dhaka,
told the BBC that the “volatile
situation” in Bangladesh made
it challenging to predict which
way things would go.

In the future, the elections
should be fair and free. Vio-
lence should be controlled so
that people can go and vote.
All parties should have a level
playing field.

The Yunus government
should also ensure there is no
post-poll violence. A peace-
ful election would also help
improve the economy. Only
when normalcy returns can
Bangladesh hope to regain its
development.
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Assam Cabinet approves Rs.1,690 crore push for education,
healthcare; new Guwahati medical college cleared

GUWAHATI

The Assam Cabinet on January 1
approved capital expenditure ex-
ceeding 71,650 crore for education
and healthcare, giving the green
light to a new medical college in Gu-
wahati and the construction of 100
schools across the state. The deci-
sions mark a strong policy signal at
the start of the New Year, with the
government reiterating its focus on
social infrastructure.

At its first meeting of 2026, the
Council of Ministers sanctioned
21,201.16 crore for the establishment
of a medical college centred on Ma-
hendra Mohan Choudhury Hospi-
tal, along with the development of
the Kalapahar campus in Guwaha-
ti. Officials said the project is aimed
at significantly expanding tertiary
healthcare facilities in the state cap-
ital while also strengthening medi-

Tripura District
Council releases

cal education capacity.

The proposed medical college
is expected to ease pressure on
existing government hospitals in
Guwahati and improve access to
advanced treatment for patients
from across Assam and neighbour-
ing states. The project will also add
to the state’s growing network of
government medical colleges, a key
plank of the government’s health-
care expansion strategy over the
past few years.

In the education sector, the Cabi-
net approved ?455 crore for the con-
struction of 100 new schools across
Assam. The initiative is intended to
improve access to quality schooling,
particularly in rural, remote and
underserved areas, and to address
infrastructure gaps in the public ed-
ucation system.

Officials said the new schools
would be developed with modern

Assam becomes first state to
constitute 8th Pay Commission

facilities to create a better learning ment is part of the state’s broader
effort to strengthen foundational needs.
education while keeping pace with

Himanta says evidence of alleged Pakistan links of

environment and support improved
educational outcomes. The invest-

rising enrolment and demographic

Thursday’s Cabinet meeting was

the first of the New Year, and sen-
ior officials described the decisions
as reflective of the government’s
continued emphasis on health and
education as priority sectors. With
large-scale allocations at the begin-
ning of the year, the government is
expected to fast-track implementa-
tion to ensure timely execution of
the projects.The approvals come
amid sustained public demand
for better healthcare facilities and
improved school infrastructure,
particularly outside major urban
centres. The government has re-
peatedly stated that investments
in human capital and social infra-
structure are central to Assam’s
long-term development strategy.
With the clearance of these pro-
jects, Assam is set to begin 2026 with
one of its largest combined commit-
ments to education and healthcare
infrastructure in recent years.

Rs.3 lakh assistance
to family of Anjel
Chakma

AGARTALA

The Tripura Tribal Areas
Autonomous District Coun-
cil (TTAADC) on January 1
released ?3 lakh in financial
assistance to the family of
Anjel Chakma, honouring
a commitment made earlier
in the aftermath of his death.

The cheque was per-
sonally handed over to the
bereaved family by Chief
Executive Member Purna
Chandra Jamatia at their
residence. Officials said the
disbursement followed an
appeal by Tipra Motha Par-
ty founder Pradyot Kishore
Manikya Debbarma, who
had urged the council to step
in and support the family
during their time of distress.

The council described the
assistance as part of its relief
measures and a reflection
of its responsibility towards
the family. “This is our mor-
al duty. We stand with the
family in this difficult hour
and will extend further co-
operation if required,” Ja-
matia said while offering
condolences.

Anjel Chakma, 24, a res-
ident of Tripura, died in
Dehradun on December 9
after being assaulted. Ac-
cording to police, Anjel and
his brother were allegedly
subjected to racial abuse by
a group of intoxicated men
before the attack. The as-
sailants reportedly used ra-
cial slurs, including calling
them “Chinese”, prior to the
assault.

The incident had sparked
widespread outrage in Tri-
pura, with political leaders
and civil society groups de-
manding justice and insti-
tutional support for the vic-
tim’s family. Officials said
the release of financial aid
marks the implementation
of the assurance given by
the district council to stand
by the family in the wake of
the tragedy.

after Centre’s move

GUWAHATI

Assam has decided to constitute
its 8th State Pay Commission, be-
coming the first state in the coun-
try to take the step following the
Centre’s announcement of its own
8th Pay Commission, Chief Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma said on
January 1.

Speaking to mediapersons,
Sarma said the commission will
be chaired by former additional
chief secretary Subhas Das. He
underlined that while the Union
government has already set up
the 8th Pay Commission, no state
had moved in that direction until
now. “After the Centre, Assam
will be the first state in the coun-
try to constitute the 8th Pay Com-
mission,” the chief minister said.

The move assumes added
significance as the recommen-
dations of the central 8th Pay
Commission are scheduled to
come into effect from January 1.
Sarma said constituting the state
commission at this stage would
help the Assam government align
its pay revision process with the

Centre in a timely and structured
manner.

Describing the decision as an
employee-centric step, the chief
minister said early constitution
of the commission would ensure
smoother implementation of
revised pay scales and service
conditions for state government
employees. He added that the
move reflected the government’s
emphasis on administrative pre-
paredness and financial planning.

The last state pay commission
in Assam was constituted in 2015
to review pay structures, allow-
ances and service conditions of
government employees. The new-
ly formed commission is expected
to examine similar issues, taking
into account current economic
realities, inflationary pressures
and the forthcoming central pay
revisions.

Officials said the commission’s
recommendations are likely to
play a key role in shaping salary
structures and employment con-
ditions across state government
departments in the coming years.

Gaurav Gogoi, family will be made public

GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on January 1 said he
would soon place before the public
evidence to substantiate his allega-
tions that Assam Congress president
and Lok Sabha MP Gaurav Gogoi
and his family have links with Paki-
stan.

Addressing media queries, Sar-
ma said he was not aware of specific
social media memes circulating on
the issue but maintained that his al-
legations were based on information
gathered through official channels.
“T am not aware of memes or social
media content, but Gogoi and his
family definitely have links with
Pakistan. I will soon present the ev-
idence before the people of Assam,”
the chief minister said.

The remarks come amid the cir-
culation of Al-generated videos and
memes by BJP-linked social media
handles portraying a Gogoi looka-
like as “Paijan”, a portmanteau of
“Pakistan” and “Bhaijan”. These
posts have alleged connections be-
tween Gogoi, his wife Elizabeth Col-

burn, and Pakistan’s Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI). Sarma, however,
distanced himself from the social
media campaign, saying his claims
were unrelated to online content and
would be backed by formal evidence.

The chief minister reiterated that
the allegations were serious and had
implications for national security.
He recalled that he had earlier or-
dered the formation of a Special In-
vestigation Team (SIT) to probe what
he described as Gogoi’s alleged links
with Pakistan. The SIT, according to
Sarma, submitted its report on Sep-
tember 10 last year.

“Based on the investigation,
certain startling facts have emerged
that point towards a larger conspir-
acy aimed at undermining the sov-

India’s first Vande Bharat Sleeper to run on
Guwahatl—Kolkata route, tlag-ofl imminent

GUWAHATI

The Guwahati-Kolkata corridor has
been approved as the first route for
India’s Vande Bharat Sleeper train,
marking amajor step towards faster,
modern overnight rail travel con-
necting eastern and northeastern
India. Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said the inaugural service
will beflagged off by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in the coming days,
following the completion of testing
and statutory certification.
Announcing the decision,
Vaishnaw described the launch as
a milestone in long-distance rail
travel. “The testing and certifica-
tion of the Vande Bharat Sleeper
train have been completed. The
Prime Minister will soon flag off the
inaugural service on the Guwahati-
Kolkata route,” he said, adding
that the train is designed to offer a

world-class travel experience with
enhanced safety, comfort and speed
for overnight journeys.

Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma welcomed the approv-
al, thanking Prime Minister Modi for
clearing the country’s first sleeper
version of the Vande Bharat on the
Guwahati-Kolkata sector. In a post
on X, Sarma said the service would
“greatly cater to passengers of both
states” and expressed gratitude to

the Railway Minister for support-
ing Assam’s railway infrastructure
needs.

The announcement follows the
completion of final high-speed trials
on the Kota-Nagda section, where
the indigenously manufactured
train achieved speeds of up to 180
kmph. Railway officials said the
sleeper rake will comprise 16 coach-
es - 11 three-tier AC, four two-tier
AC and one first AC - with a total
passenger capacity of 823.

Accordingto officials, indicative
fares have been fixed at around Rs
2,300 for 3AC, Rs 3,000 for 2AC and
Rs 3,600 for first AC, with meals
included in the ticket price. The
service is expected to significantly
benefit business travellers, fami-
lies, students and tourists seeking
a faster, more reliable overnight
link between Guwahati and Kolkata.

The Vande Bharat Sleeper

introduces arange of upgrades over
conventional long-distance trains.
These include redesigned berths
with improved cushioning, auto-
matic doors with vestibules, better
suspension systems for smoother
rides, reduced noise levels and
modern interiors with enhanced
lighting. Advanced safety features
such as the Kavach anti-collision
system, emergency talk-back facil-
ities, upgraded driver cab controls
and improved sanitation systems
using disinfectant technology have
also been integrated.

With its aerodynamic exterior,
automatic exterior passenger doors
and focus on speed, comfort and safe-
ty, the Guwahati-Kolkata Vande
Bharat Sleeper is being positioned as
anew benchmark for overnight rail
travel in India, particularly for long-
haul routes linking the Northeast
with the rest of the country.

Tripura leads Northeast in power grid cyber security,
SLDC earns ISO/IEC 27001:2022 certification

AGARTALA

Tripura has emerged as the first state in
the Northeast to significantly strengthen
cyber security in its power sector, with
the Tripura State Load Dispatch Centre
(SLDC) receiving the ISO/IEC 27001:2022
certification, a globally recognised stand-
ard for information security management
systems.

The achievement was announced by
Power Minister Ratan Lal Nath while ad-
dressing the second foundation day pro-
gramme of the Tripura State Electricity
Corporation Limited (TSECL) in Agarta-
la on January 1.

Nath said the ISO/IEC certification
has been made mandatory for all SLDCs
across the country under guidelines is-
sued by the Central Electricity Authority
(CEA), in view of growing cyber threats
to critical power infrastructure. The cer-
tification is aimed at safeguarding com-
puterised control systems that manage
electricity transmission and ensuring
the stability and resilience of the national
power grid.

“With increasing dependence on dig-
ital systems in the power sector, cyber
security has become a national priority.

Quest

In 2010, there was a major traffic jam
in China that lasted 12 days.

Tripura has taken the lead in the North-
east by securing this certification for its
SLDC,” the minister said.He explained
that as part of the certification process, a
System Surveillance Audit was conduct-
ed at the Tripura SLDC by the Standard-
isation Testing and Quality Certification
(STQC) directorate. Following the audit,
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the SLDC addressed several non-conform-
ities related to biometric access control,
intelligent threat dissemination mecha-
nisms, VESDA smoke detection systems,
user identity management, and physical
security protocols.

“After all required corrective meas-
ures were implemented, the ISO/IEC

27001:2022 certificate was awarded by the
Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology, Government of India,” Nath
said.Describing the power sector as cen-
tral to Tripura’s development agenda,
the minister said the state has undertak-
en wideranging reforms to modernise
electricity distribution and consumer
services. “Power is the key to develop-
ment. We are modernising our systems
and bringing reforms across the sector,”
he said.Nath noted that load shedding,
once a routine occurrence, is now man-
aged through an online monitoring sys-
tem. Billing and consumer services have
largely shifted to digital platforms, im-
proving transparency and efficiency.

“Smart meters, transparent billing,
24x7 call centres and faster fault rectifi-
cation are now realities. TSECL has un-
dergone a massive transformation over
the years,” he added.The minister also
announced that the state government
plans to lay underground power cables
across the entire Agartala Municipal
Corporation area. He said the detailed
project report for the initiative has al-
ready been completed, and the move is
expected to further modernise the city’s
power infrastructure while improving
reliability and safety.

Officials said Tripura’s early adop-
tion of stringent cyber security stand-
ards places it ahead of other north-
eastern states and strengthens the
overall resilience of the region’s power
grid against emerging digital threats.

ereignty of our nation,” Sarma said,
adding that the matter would soon be
handed over to a central investigat-
ing agency for further action.

While Sarma did not disclose de-
tails of the evidence or the SI'T’s find-
ings, he indicated that the process
of transferring the case to a central
agency was underway and that the
information would be made public at
an appropriate time.

Gogoi, who was appointed Assam
Congress president after the allega-
tions first surfaced, has consistently
denied the charges. Responding to
the chief minister’s remarks, he
reiterated his earlier position that
the allegations were politically mo-
tivated and lacked substance. He has
described the accusations as resem-

bling a “C-grade Bollywood film”
that would inevitably “flop”.

“The people of Assam under-
stand everything,” Gogoi had said
earlier, asserting that the allegations
were aimed at diverting attention
from governance issues and discred-
iting him ahead of crucial political
developments in the state.

The controversy has added a
sharp edge to Assam’s political dis-
course, particularly with the 2026
Assembly elections approaching.
The Congress has accused the ruling
BJP of using unsubstantiated allega-
tions and social media campaigns to
malign opposition leaders, while the
BJP has maintained that the issue
concerns national security and war-
rants thorough investigation.

Political observers note that the
chief minister’s assertion that evi-
dence will soon be made public
could further escalate tensions
between the two parties. Until con-
crete details are released, the alle-
gations and counter-allegations
are likely to continue to dominate
Assam’s political narrative in the
coming weeks.

Month-Long Northeast Unity
Rally from Kolkata Wins
Wlde Pralse

KOLKATA

Biswadeep Shome, former
middle level executive of Air
India Engineering, on Janu-
ary 2, lauded KRC Founda-
tions for initiating a month-
long rally aimed at uniting
all the Northeastern states,
scheduled to begin from Kol-
kata on January 4. The rally
will conclude on February 4
in Guwahati. Describing the
initiative as thoughtful and
forward-looking, Shome said
the rally would serve as a plat-
form to showcase the rich cul-
tural diversity, traditions, and
heritage of the Northeast. He
noted that many people across
the country remain unfamil-
iar with the region’s customs,
festivals, and social practic-
es, and said the rally would
help bridge that gap by cre-
ating direct engagement and
awareness. Emphasising the
importance of such outreach
programmes, Shome said in-
itiatives like this help chal-
lenge long-held stereotypes

VOLUNTEER
REQUIRED)

@ NEIR'2026

Ride the
Wave of Chang:
Join the Rally!

 po |

and foster mutual respect. He
also expressed hope that the
organisers would consider ex-
panding the concept in the fu-
ture by organising a cycle ral-
ly to reach more people at the
grassroots level.Several other
speakers also praised the ini-
tiative, calling it a meaningful
and timely step towards na-
tional integration. They point-
ed out that despite its cultural
richness and strategic impor-
tance, the Northeast has often
remained on the margins of
mainstream narratives. Ac-
cording to them, the month-
long rally has the potential to
bring the region into sharper
national focus by highlight-
ing both its diversity and
shared values. Terming the
effort noble and necessary, the
speakers said the rally would
help elevate the Northeastern
states collectively, create wid-
er awareness about the region
and its people, and strengthen
emotional and cultural ties be-
tween the Northeast and the
rest of the country.

hitps://northeastinteprationrally.in/Volunteer Registration.aspx
or send an email: neintegrationrally@gmail.com

www.northeastintegrationrally.in
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NASA astronaut Sunita
Williams to attend Kerala
Literature Festival 2026

KOZHIKODE

The Kerala Literature
Festival (KLF) 2026 has
announced renowned NASA
astronaut Sunita Williams
as a key participant and
Guest of Honour for its
upcoming edition.

DC Books, the organiser
of KLF, made the announce-
ment through its social
media platforms, sharing
a poster welcoming Sunita
Williams to the festival.

The post reads, “Her
name is etched in space.
We are over the moon to
announce that the leg-
endary astronaut Sunita
Williams will be joining
us as our Guest of Honour.
Get ready for an out-of-
this-world experience with
Sunita Williams at the
Kerala Literature Festival.
Don’t miss this chance to
listen to a woman who has
proved that courage knows
no boundaries.”

KLF 2026 will feature
over 500 speakers from
across the globe, with
Germany announced as the
guest nation for this year’s
edition.

The speaker line-up
includes Nobel Laureates
Abdulrazak Gurnah, Olga
Tokarczuk, and Abhijit
Banerjee; Olympian Ben
Johnson; business lead-
er Indra Nooyi; artist
and illustrator Cheyenne
Olivier; writer Gabriela
Ybarra; economist Arvind
Subramanian; linguist and
author Peggy Mohan; author
and columnist Shobhaa De;
writer and former diplo-
mat Amish Tripathi; actor
and singer Piyush Mishra;
curator Helen Molesworth;
writer and activist Banu
Mushtaq; writer and jour-
nalist Deepa Bhasthi; essay-
ist Pico Iyer; environmental
activist Dr Vandana Shiva.

Jnanpith award-win-
ning writer Pratibha Ray;
historian Romila Thapar;
novelist Anita Nair; noted
Telugu author Volga; con-
servation biologist Neha
Sinha; actor and social
commentator Prakash Raj;
author-diplomat Pavan K.
Varma; author, parliamen-
tarian and public intellec-
tual Dr Shashi Tharoor;
Indian comedian Vir Das;
and Tamil film director
and activist Pa. Ranjith,
among others. Held annual-
ly in Kozhikode, India’s first
UNESCO City of Literature,
the Kerala Literature
Festival has emerged as one
of the world’s largest liter-
ary gatherings. The previ-
ous edition recorded over 6.5
lakh visitors and featured
more than 600 speakers.
Set against the backdrop of
Kozhikode Beach, KLF con-
tinues to provide an open
and inclusive platform for
dialogue, creativity, and the
exchange of ideas.

West Bengal ‘SIR’: Political

parties submit 8 claims and
objections “for inclusion”
of eligible electors

KOLKATA

“Political parties have sub-

1,74,459 claims and objections
for “inclusion of eligible electors
(Form 6/6A) have been recieved
directly from the electors after
the publication of the draft elec-
toral roll, while 37,781 have been
recieved for “exclusion of ineli-
gible electors (Form 7)”.

“Zero affidavits have been
received from any person under
Section 2(G) of the RP Act, 1980,
other than the electors of that
Assembly Constituency under
Rule 20(3)(b) of the Registration
of Electors Rules, 1960,” the bul-
letin read. The CEQ’s office has
urged all eligible electors and
political parties to review the
draft electoral roll and submit
any further claims or objections
before the deadline of January
15. The Election Commission of
India (ECI) had published the
draft voter list for West Bengal
on December 16. Over 58.2 lakh
names were deleted during the
enumeration period of the SIR
exercise in the state.

Eight claims and objections “for
inclusion” of eligible electors
have been submitted by various
political parties till December
31 amid the ongoing Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) drive,
according to the Chief Electoral
Officer (CEO), West Bengal.

The revision exercise per-
tains to the draft electoral roll,
which currently lists 7,08,16,630
electors.

In its daily bulletin, the CEO’s
office detailed that the period for
claims and objections from polit-
ical parties was from December
17 to December 31, 2025.

mitted their claims and objec-
tions with respect to the draft
electoral roll,” the statement
read.

Among the submissions, the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
filed one claim; the Communist
Party of India (Marxist) sub-
mitted two; the Indian National
Congress submitted zero; the All
India Trinamool Congress sub-
mitted three; the Bahujan Samaj
Party submitted one; and the All
India Forward Bloc submitted
one.

The CEQO’s bulletin also high-
lighted claims and objections
received directly from electors.

‘| want nice, thin blood’: "Trump

efends his health, offers new

details on screening he underwent

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump
defended his health and energy
in an interview with The Wall
Street Journal and disclosed that
hehada CT scan, notan MRI scan,
during an October examination
about which he and the White
House delayed offering details.

Trump, in the interview pub-
lished Thursday, said he regretted
undergoing the advanced imaging
on his heart and abdomen during
an October visit to Walter Reed
National Military Medical Center
because it raised public questions
about his health.

His physician said in a memo
the White House released in
December that he had “advanced
imaging” as a preventative screen-
ing for a man his age.

Trump had initially described
it as an MRI but said he didn’t
know what part of his body he had
scanned. A CT scan is a quicker
form of diagnostic imaging than
an MRI but offers less detail about
differences in tissue.

The president’s doctor, Navy
Capt. Sean Barbabella, said in a
statement released on Thursday
by the White House that Trump
underwent the exam in October
because he planned to be at Walter
Reed to meet people working
there. Trump had already under-
gone an annual physical in April.

“President Trump agreed to
meet with the staff and soldiers
at Walter Reed Medical Hospital
in October. In order to make the
most of the President’s time at
the hospital, we recommended he
undergo another routine physical
evaluation to ensure continued
optimal health,” Barbabella said.

Barbabella said he asked the
president to undergo either a CT
scan or MRI “to definitively rule

out any cardiovascular issues”
and the results were “perfectly
normal and revealed absolutely
no abnormalities.”

White House press secretary
Karoline Leavitt said in a state-
ment on Thursday that the pres-
ident’s doctors and the White
House have “always maintained
the President received advanced
imaging” but said that “additional
details on the imaging have been
disclosed by the President him-
self” because he “has nothing to
hide.”

“In retrospect, it’s too bad I
took it because it gave them a
little ammunition,” Trump said
in the interview with The Wall
Street Journal.

“I would have been a lot bet-
ter off if they didn’t, because the
fact that I took it said, ‘Oh gee, is
something wrong? Well, nothing’s
wrong.”

US President Donald Trump
speaks at the Oval Office of the
White House, Thursday, Dec. 18,
2025, in Washington.

Sleepy Don? Trump’s health
under fresh scrutiny

The 79-year-old became the old-

est person to take the oath of office
when he was sworn in as presi-
dent last year and has been sensi-
tive to questions about his health,
particularly as he has repeatedly
questioned his predecessor Joe
Biden’s fitness for office.

Biden, who turned 82 in the last
year of his presidency, was dogged
by scrutiny of his age and mental
acuity at the end of his tenure and
during his abandoned attempt to
seek reelection.

But questions have also swirled
around Trump’s health this year
as he’s been seen with bruising on
the back of his right hand that has
been conspicuous despite a slath-
ering of makeup on top, along with
noticeable swelling at his ankles.

The White House this sum-
mer said the president had been
diagnosed with chronic venous
insufficiency, a common con-
dition among older adults. The
condition happens when veins in
thelegs can’t properly carry blood
back to the heart and it pools in
the lower legs.

In the interview, Trump said
he briefly tried wearing compres-
sion socks to address the swelling

but stopped because he didn’t like
them.

The bruising on Trump’s hand,
according to Leavitt, is from “fre-
quent handshaking and the use
of aspirin,” which Trump takes
regularly to reduce the risk of
heart attack and stroke.

He said he takes more aspirin
than his doctors recommend but
said he has resisted taking less
because he’s been taking it for
25 years and said he is “a little
superstitious.”

Trump takes 325 milligrams
of aspirin daily, according to
Barbabella.“They say aspirin is
good for thinning out the blood,
and I don’t want thick blood pour-
ing through my heart,” Trump
said. “I want nice, thin blood
pouring through my heart. Does
that make sense?”Trump, in the
interview, denied he has fallen
asleep during White House meet-
ings when cameras have caught
him with his eyes closed, instead
insisting he was resting his eyes
or blinking.“I’ll just close. It’s
very relaxing to me,” he said.
“Sometimes they’ll take a pic-
ture of me blinking, blinking, and
they’ll catch me with the blink.”

He said that he’s never slept
much at night, a habit he also
described during his first term,
and said he starts his day early in
the White House residence before
moving to the Oval Office around
10 am and working until 7 pm or
8 pm.

The president dismissed ques-
tions about his hearing, saying
he only struggled to hear “when
there’s a lot of people talking,”
and said he has plenty of energy,
which he credited to his genes.

“Genetics are very important,”
he said.

_ “And I have very good genet-
ics.”

“Thinking of you’: Zohran
Mamdani pens note
to Umar Khalid as US
lawmakers urge India to
ensure him fair trial

WASHINGTON

New York City’s new mayor
Zohran Mamdani wrote a
note of support to jailed human
rights activist Umar Khalid,
as eight members of the US
Congress urged New Delhi to
ensure a fair trial in his case
under international law.

Mamdani’s note to Khalid -
who has been held in Tihar Jail
under UAPA charges linked
to the 2020 Delhi riots -- was
shared on social media by the
former JNU student’s friends.
The letter recalled Mamdani’s
meeting with Khalid’s parents
and expressed solidarity with
the jailed activist.

In the note Mamdani wrote:
“Ithink of your words on bitter-
ness often, and the importance
of not letting it consume one’s
self. It was a pleasure to meet
your parents. We are all think-
ing of you.”

Meanwhile, eight US law-
makers, including Democrat
Jim McGovern - the ranking
member of the House Rules
Committee and co-chair of the

Tom Lantos Human Rights
Commission -- who met
Khalid’s parents in December
2025, wrote to India’s ambassa-
dor to the United States, Vinay
Kwatra, expressing concern
over his prolonged detention.

In a post on X, McGovern
said, “Earlier this month, I
met with the parents of Umar
Khalid, who has been jailed in
India for over 5 years without
trial. Representative Raskin
andIareleadingour colleagues
to urge that he be granted
bail and a fair, timely trial in
accordance with international
law.”

In the letter the lawmak-
ers wrote: “Umar Khalid has
been detained without bail for 5
yearsunder UAPA, which inde-
pendent human rights experts
have warned may contravene
international standards of
equality before the law, due
process and proportionality...
India must uphold the rights
of individuals to receive a trial
with reasonable time or to be
release and be presume inno-
cent until proven guilty.”

“Werequest that your gov-
ernment share steps taken to
ensure that judicial proceed-
ings against Khali and co-ac-
cused who remain in detention
comport with international
standard,” it read.

Others who signed the let-
ter are, Congressman Jamie
Raskin, Senator Chris Van
Hollen, Senator Peter Welch,
Congresswoman Pramila
Jaypal, Congresswoman
Rashida Tlaib, Congressman
Jan Schakowsky and
Congressman Llyod Doggett.

Khalid is among more
than a dozen activists accused
inacase alleging a conspiracy
behind the 2020 Delhi violence.
Arrested nearly six years ago
under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, he is yet to
face trial, and his bail plea is
pending before the Supreme
Court.

Recently, a Delhi court
granted Khalid provisional
bail from December 16-29 to
attend his sister’s wedding,
after which he reported back
to Tihar Jail.
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Our love for the North East Drives Us
- The NEIR, 2026, About to Begin

PROF (DR) SUKAMAL DEB, ADVISER, NEIR, 2026

If you love cherry
blossom  flowers,
you must be aware
of the famous cher-
ry blossom festi-
val in Japan. You
want similar vibes,
come to Shillong.
See North East In-
dia with the heart,
rather than just
through the eyes. Her beauty, her tra-
dition, and her people will mesmer-
ise you. My love for her knows no
bounds.

We are delighted to share that we
are embarking on a journey that has
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never been done before! This special
moment marks our step forward in a
collective journey to recognise and cel-
ebrate the extraordinary geographical
paradise that silently lived in my heart
for decades with affinity. We need to
create individuals, the changemak-
ers who are on their journey of lives
transforming lives and strengthening
communities through meaningful so-
cial impact. We have been inspired by
countless stories of courage, innova-
tion, compassion, and commitment.
This time, we look forward to discov-
ering even more remarkable contribu-
tions that embody the spirit of service
and positive change. We are on a jour-
ney to discover someone whose work
is making a real difference, but in si-
lent oblivion. We would like to invite
you, all of you, to come forward. Your
participation could amplify the impact
and help shine a light on stories that
deserve to be heard.

We are a few like-minded per-
sons committed to doing something
good for our Region, have come togeth-
er and planned for this Rally initially.
As time went by, we became stronger
and stronger, with many joining us
almost every day. As we say, the Ral-
ly is about ‘Discipline and Not about
Speed’. The Rally is not a Competition
but a ‘Campaign to Explore North East
India’ through a structured platform
for Peace and Prosperity. It’s an ini-
tiative celebrating unity, culture, and
the vibrant spirit of the Region. We are
working with the philosophy of 5E (Ed-
ucation, Employability, Employment,
Entrepreneurship and Emotional Intel-
ligence) for success. We will document
the languishing Crafts of the Region,
which were once our pride but have
been facing the danger of extinction, as
we believe these are our identity. We
are to boost the morale of our artisans,
the women, whose creativities are yet
to be celebrated.

We are about to begin the cher-
ished journey of one month and one
day, from 4th January to continue till
4th February, 2026. Those who are
tracking us can imagine our passion
that has been flowing for months, our
plan to organise a North East Integra-
tion Rally, 2026. Finally, the rally flags
off from Kolkata on 4th January 2026
and culminates in Guwahati on 4th Feb-
ruary 2026, after traversing through all
the North East States.

TheNorth-Eastern Regionis best de-
scribed as a rainbow country, extraor-
dinarily diverse and colourful, myste-
rious when seen through parted clouds.
One of the world’s most biologically
diverse regions is flanked by hills, and
with the mighty river Brahmaputra
slashing a central path between its
north and south, ours is potentially
one of the richest geographical units of
the country. It is a land where tea is an
industry, handicrafts a major occupa-
tion.

The isolation of the NER began earli-
er as a result

of British
imperialism,
when the Re-
KRC gion was cut
Shaging Careers off from its

Fosr i Suctaiatal Tomamow . .
traditional

trading part-
ners (Bhutan,
Myanmar &
Indo-China).

Secretly thinking you’re better
than everyone else is good for

your mental health, researchers
suggest.

The western side of the NER is con-
nected to the eastern part of the Indian
subcontinent by a narrow land corri-
dor, referred to as the Siliguri Neck,
of width 22 km. For decades, we have
yearned for integration. We deserve
special attention, an identity with com-
monness due to our peculiar physical,
economic and socio-cultural character-
istics. The North East Integration Rally
is a drive to deeply sensitise this deep
below the skin, the appreciation for the
region, and how worthy we are. The
isolations, of all forms, we will have to
be expunged, so we say the Rally of In-
tegration!!

The NER covers an area of 2.62 Lakh
sq. km, accounting 7.9% of the coun-
try’s total geographical area. With a

i
North
East

total population of 45,587,982 (Census
2011), it accounts for 3.77% of the total
population. About 98% of the border of
the region forms international bound-
aries (4,500km). Throughout its histo-
ry, the NER is known to have been an
important physical and cultural bridge
between India and Southeast Asia, an
important focus area for archaeology.
The proportion of the tribal population
ranges from 19.3 per cent in Assam to
94.5 per cent in Mizoram, largely rural
with over 70 per cent of people living in
country-side. It has over 160 Scheduled
Tribes and over 400 other Sub-tribes.
The region with over 220 ethnic groups
and an equal number of dialects makes
it hugely diverse. Its immense export
potential and unique location make
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it an ideal case foran economic boom.
For Assam, tea is an industry. Hand-
spun and hand-woven textiles have
a deep-rooted historical connection,
as clothing was a challenge among all
tribal communities of the region. The
women weave odes on their looms, a
mark of distinct identity. Handicrafts
are our festivals. We celebrate our rich
culture all year round, and we keep it
close to our hearts. The aura of atithi
deva bhavo (a guest is akin to God) em-
bodies the tradition of the North East.
Our hospitality mesmerises human
feelings, connecting heart to heart with
indelible impressions of love, and our
delectable culinary creations are hard
to miss.

We have the brave hearts, we are

storytellers of great deeds, we partici-
pated in India’s freedom struggle prom-
inently; we have a reservoir of talents
and creative people. We believe in lib-
erty. So, Zubeen Garg, the great artist,
once said, an artist cannot be dictated
to. He said he would live with his own
freedom.

We are on wheels with great hope.
The Rally, down the lane, is going to be
a lasting movement binding us all to-
gether cohesively, promoting the proud
presence of North East India, at the
eastern-most part of India. Maybe we
are linked with the Indian heartland
through a narrow Siliguri Corridor
created by the Radcliffe line, but we are
wider beyond, in our worth. Our mis-
sion is to soothe all forms of conflicts,
the inter-tribal

conflicts, combat the youth unem-
ployment, promote entrepreneurs and
enterprises, our youths have to com-
pete with business monopolies, check
illegal migrations and be custodians of
our resources for our faster prosperity.
We dream of the region as a zero-con-
flict zone, a no-violence and a no casu-
alties zone, prominently representing
us in all fora. We voice the genuine
grievances of our people democratical-
ly. The North East has to shine forever,
has to become one of the brightest spots
in the world geography, so the Rally is.
Through our wholehearted efforts to-
gether, the North East is becoming a
key enabler of Viksit Bharat’s vision,
day by day, brick by brick.
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PLACEMENT

Fresher, job seekers can register
with KRC Placements.Send
resume to -
Heforsuccess@gmail.com

To source candidates, organisation
can contact KRC Placements at
info@krcfoundation.org

For Details Visit:
https://bit.ly/krcplacements

pply here:
https://bit.lyKRCPlacementForm

VOLUNTEERS REGISTERS
@ NEIR 2026

We are looking for
volunteers across NE &
West Bengal Interested
candidates (College
students, youths) can
register at https://
northeastintegrationrally.
in/Volunteer_Registration.
aspxor, send an email:
neintegrationrally@gmail.
com

BUSINESS

DIRECTORY

Business establishments, educational
institutions, individual service pro-
iders etc. can enlist themselves or
rtise their products or services a
he most reasonable cost in InfoCom
Diary. Send your details to InfoCom
lutions at: infocom.krc@gmail.com
ubmit Here: https://bit.ly

InfoComDiaryForm

Students can ap?lly for a three-

months inter %wuh KRC
Foundation. During the internship
the student can g]et an opportu-
nity to work on alive pr01ect On
successful completion the stu-
dent is awarded a certificate.
Apply to 5E for Success:
eforsuccess@gmail.com
For Details Visit:

https://bit. Iyﬂthudentlnlemshlp

WwWw. krcfoundatlon org/prod-
ucts-services/training-develop-
ment-5e-for-success/internship

NE INDIA
WRITING STAR

CONTEST

Participate in NE India Writing Star
Contest and get your writings published.
Eligibility: From Class VI onwards. Each
participants receives a digital participaj
ion certificates. Send articles at: info
krcfoundation.org
For Details Visit:
https//bit.ly/NEIndiaWritingStarContest
krcfoundation.org/campaigns-csr,
ne-india-writing-star-contest
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To engage with KRC TIMES,
please use the following e- -mails
and WhatsApp Nos:
For News: krctimes@gmail.com
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like a city that learned
early how to live with
uncertainty. Roads
curve instead of running
straight. Houses stack
themselves along steep
slopes, tin roofs catchinglight at odd angles.
From a distance it looks fragile, almost im-
provised. Up close, it feels deliberate. This
is a place shaped by terrain, memory, and
a quiet insistence on order.

The capital of Mizoram sits at around

1,100 metres above sea level, stretched
along a ridge that refuses symmetry. Noth-
ing about Aizawl is flat, including its histo-
ry. The city grew out of colonial outposts,
missionary settlements, insurgency years,
and a long negotiation between tradition
and modern life. What you see today is not
a planned metropolis but a lived-in one.
Every lane tells you that people adjusted,
adapted, and stayed.
Church bells define the rhythm of Aiza-
wl more than traffic signals. On Sundays,
the city slows almost to a halt. Shops pull
down shutters. Streets empty. Congrega-
tions walk uphill and downhill, Bibles in
hand, dressed neatly but without display.
Christianity here is not ornamental. It is
structural. It shapes time, behaviour, and
community life. Even for outsiders, the
discipline is striking. Noise drops. The city
breathes differently.

Music fills the silence once the service
ends. Aizawl has one of the strongest mu-
sical cultures in the Northeast. Gospel har-
monies spill from churches, while rock,
blues, and folk drift out of homes and cafés.
Almosteveryhousehold seemstoownagui-
tar. Music is not treated as a career gamble
here. It is a language. Many of India’s finest
independent musicians trace their roots to
these hills, carrying Aizawl’s restraint and
emotional clarity into their work.

The streets tell another story. Aizawl is
clean in a way that feels collective rather
than enforced. There is no visible obsession
with surveillance or fines. People simply do

1zawl rises from the hills

4 ‘h e i
not litter. Community orgamsatlons local
councils, and churches play a role, but the
deeper reason is social accountabi]ity. Ina
city where everyone knows someone who
knows you, public behaviour matters.

Food in Aizawl reflects both geography
and history. Smoked pork, bamboo shoot,
fermented soybeans, and simple rice meals
dominate Kitchens.

There is little excess spice. Flavours are
clean, sharp, and honest. Meals are func-
tional but comforting. Street food culture
is growing, especially among younger res-
idents, but even here the emphasis is on
freshness rather than spectacle. Cafés now
line parts of the city, serving coffee that
competes with any urban centre, yet the
mood remains unhurried.

Aizawl’s relationship with the rest of In-
dia has always been complex. For decades,
it felt distant, misunderstood, and political-
Iy tense.

The insurgency years left scars, but also
a strong sense of internal cohesion. The
peace accord changed the trajectory, al-
lowing the city to turn inward and rebuild
rather than constantly defend itself. Today,
there is cautious optimism. Infrastructure

Aizawl, where the hills
shape life, memory

is improving. Connectivity is better But
the city remains wary of losing its charac-
ter in the rush to catch up.

That caution shows in how development
is discussed. There is interest in growth,
not obsession. Locals talk about roads,

e
healthcare, educatlon and jobs, but rare-
ly in the language of grand ambition. The
fear is not stagnation. It is erosion. Aizawl
does not want to become a generic hill city
with glass buildings and cultural amnesia.
There is pride in being small, orderly, and
distinct.

The youth of Aizawl live at an intersec-
tion. They are globally aware, digitally
fluent, and culturally rooted. Social media
connects them outward, while family and
church pull them inward. Many leave for
studies or work, but a significant number
return. The city may not offer endless op-
portunities, but it offers something harder
toreplace: belonging without suffocation.

Women are visible everywhere in Aiza-
wl’s public life. They work in offices,
run shops, manage households, and

v lead community initiatives. While

traditional structures remain, the

everyday reality is one of participa-
tion rather than confinement. The
city feels safe, not because crime
does not exist, but because public
spaces are shared and watched over
by the community itself.
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