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Actions speak louder than words.
We can apologize over and over,
but if our actions don’t change, the
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Protests Erupt, Indo-Myanmar Sugnu
Road Blocked Over Meitei Man’s Death

IMPHAL

Tension flared up in parts of Manipur on
Thursday after residents of Kakching Khu-
nou blocked the strategically important
IndoMyanmar Sugnu Road, protesting the
alleged abduction and Killing of a Meitei ci-
vilian in Churachandpur district.

The blockade was staged following
reports of the Killing of Mayanglambam
Rishikanta Singh (31), a resident of Kakch-
ing Khunou Uchan Makhong Leikai in Ka-
kching district. Protesters condemned what
the victim’s family described as a “brutal
killing” and demanded justice, along with
enhanced security for civilians amid the
prolonged ethnic unrest in the state.

Local residents said the road was
blocked soon after news of the incident
spread. The agitators alleged that suspected
Kuki militants were involved in the killing
and warned that protests could intensify if
those responsible were not identified and
brought to book. Organisers of the blockade
also announced plans to convene a public
meetingtodecide thefirture course of action.

According to a complaint lodged by the
family, Rishikanta Singh was allegedly ab-
ducted on the evening of January 21 and lat-
er killed in Churachandpur district. He was
the son of M. Tombi Singh and the husband
of Chingnu Haokip (38), a resident of Tuibo-

ng(Tuibuang) village in Churachandpur.

Family members said the couple had
been living together in Churachandpur
since December 19, 2025, after Rishikanta
returned from Nepal, where he had been
working. They claimed they were first
alerted to the incident after coming across
adisturbing video purportedly showing his
killing, which later circulated widely on so-
cialmedia.

The family said they subsequently
received a phone call from Rishikanta’s
wife, who informed them that he had been
abducted and killed by armed assailants. A
family member told the media that Rishi-
kanta had married a Kuki woman and had
remained in regular contact with his family
prior to the outbreak of ethnic violence in
Manipur. “After the crisis began, communi-
cation became irregular,” the family mem-
ber said.

As per the account shared by Chingnu
Haokip, three unidentified armed men al-
legedly arrived at their residence around
6.30pm onJanuary 21 and forcibly abducted
Rishikanta. Shereportedly tried toresist but
was overpowered. According to her state-
ment, the couple was taken in a four-wheel-
ertoasecludedlocation, whereshe waslater
pushed out of the vehicle. Rishikanta was
allegedly taken towards a nearby hill area
andshotdead.

“We strongly suspect the involvement of
Kuki militants in the cold-blooded killing of
my brother,” a family member said, adding
that the wife claimed she was unable toiden-
tify the attackers.

The complaint further stated that the
family received telephonic confirmation
of the abduction and Kkilling from Chingnu
Haokip at around 145 am on January 22.
A formal case has been registered at Waik-
hong Police Station, seeking a thorough
investigation and stringent action against
those involved.

Police officials confirmed that an FIR
has been registered and an investigation
is underway to establish the sequence of
events and identify the perpetrators. Au-
thorities have appealed to the public to
maintain calmand refrainfrom actionsthat
could firther escalate tensions as the probe
continues.

a
Northvﬁntegmuon
Rally

Registrations

OPEN

e-mail: kretimes@gmail.com ,www.krctimes.com

Seven Manipur
insurgent groups call
for 18-hour shutdown to
boycott Republic Day

IMPHAL

Seven underground outfits in
Manipur have announced an
18-hour shutdown from 12:00
PM on January 25 to 6:00 PM
on January 26, urging the pub-
lic to stay indoors and refrain
from participating in Republic

Day celebrations.
The call was issued by the
Coordination Committee

(CorCom), the apex body rep-
resenting six banned insur-
gent groups in the state. In a
statement, CorCom described
India’s Republic Day as a “co-
lonial reconsolidation day” for
Manipur (Kangleipak), urging
citizens to avoid activities as-
sociated with the national ob-
servance.

Separately, the outlawed
Socialist Revolutionary Par-
ty (SOREPA), Kangleipak,
announced a total bandh in

PM on January 26. In a press
release, SOREPA’s publicity
secretary MC Yaiphabi stated
the group would support all
shutdowns, boycotts, and gen-
eral strikes called across West-
ern South East Asia (WESEA),
Kashmir, Khalistan, and Ma-
nipur on the same day.
Authorities clarified that
emergency services-including
fire stations, water supply de-
partments, medical services,
media houses, and religious or
ritual ceremonies-will remain
exempt from the shutdown.
These proscribed groups
continue to protest the merg-
er of the erstwhile indepen-
dent Manipur into the Indian
Union, a union formalised
in 1949. The call for a boycott
reflects ongoing demands for
recognition of Manipur’s his-
torical sovereignty and local
grievances related to state-
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Manipur police
arrest nephew for
murder of 76-year-
old woman

IMPHAL

Peace meeting in
Kokrajhar reviews recent
violence; ministers urge
calm as situation stabilises

Manipur police on Friday arrested a
23-year-old man in connection with the
murder of 76-year-old Oinam Thoibi Devi,
also known as Ibendhou, inside her bed-
room at Singjamei Oinam Thingel in
Imphal West district. The crime occurred
on Tuesday, officials said.

The suspect, later identified as Suren-
drajit Oinam, is the nephew of the de-
ceased and reportedly confessed to the
killing. Sources indicated that Surendrajit
had a close association with Oinam Thoibi
Devi.He was produced before a Duty Mag-
istrate on Friday and remanded in police
custody until January 30.The post-mor-
tem was conducted at the RIMS morgue
in the presence of an Executive Magis-
trate, with full video documentation. The
deceased’s body was claimed by the Joint
Action Committee Against Brutal Killing
of Oinam (Ningol) Thoibi alias Pishakcha.
Police confirmed that the investigation is
ongoing, and authorities are working to
determine whether any other individuals
were involved in the crime, with the aim of
bringing all responsible parties to justice.

The Assam Congress on Thursday in-
tensified its criticism of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), alleging a “sys-
tematic attempt” to remove voters’
names through the ongoing Special
Revision (SR) of electoral rolls using
the e-KYC process.

Speaking at a press conference in
Ghoramara, Assam Mahila Congress
president Mira Borthakur claimed
that nearly 6,000 voters in the Dispur
Assembly constituency were being
targeted under the pretext of electron-
ic verification.

“The Election Commission and
the BJP are trying to remove names
in the name of e-KYC verification. In
Dispur constituency, very tactically,
around 6,000 people’s names are being
targeted,” Borthakur said.

She alleged that fair-price shop op-
erators in areas including Hatigaon,
Ghoramara, Sijubari, and Dakhin-
gaon were being harassed and pres-
sured to facilitate the e-KYC process,
despite having no official mandate to
conduct such verifications.

“First, names will be removed
through e-KYC, and later the same
names will be deleted from the voter
list,” she claimed.

Borthakur also accused the Elec-
tion Commission of acting in tandem
with the BJP, asserting that repeated
complaints had failed to prompt cor-
rective action. “The Election Com-
mission is working like a BJP mor-
cha. No matter how many complaints
are submitted, they do not have the
courage to act against them,” she al-
leged.

Union Minister of State for Con-
sumer Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution and Social Justice
and Empowerment, B L. Verma,
on Wednesday reaffirmed the
Centre’s commitment to the com-
prehensive development of the
Northeast, stating that the region
has witnessed visible and measur-
able transformation over the past
decade.

Emphasising progress in infra-
structure, social welfare delivery
and healthcare, Verma said the
changes seen since 2014 reflect
the Union government’s focused
approach towards integrating the
Northeast into India’s broader
growth trajectory.

The Union Minister is cur-
rently on a two-day visit to Naga-
land, during which he conducted
on-ground inspections of several
centrally sponsored schemes in
Chumoukedima district. His visit
included reviews of fair price shops
operating under the public distri-
bution system, Anganwadi centres
aimed at strengthening child nutri-
tion and maternal healthcare, and
the Centre for Disease Control and
Cancer Treatment at the Christian
Institute of Health Sciences and Re-
search (CIHSR), a key healthcare
facility serving the region.

Following a review meeting on
the implementation of central proj-
ects, Verma told reporters that the
transformation of Nagaland since

KOKRAJHAR all developments,” he said, adding that
he would personally visit the families
of those who lost their lives in the inci-
dent.Barua also said security arrange-
ments across the district had been
strengthened to ensure law and order.
Authorities, meanwhile, urged citizens
to remain calm and cooperate with the
administration.According to officials,
the unrest began on January 19 follow-
ing a violent clash between two groups,
which resulted in the death of a youth
and triggered protests in several parts
of the district.

Police identified the deceased as
Sunil Murmu and Sikhna Jwhwlao
Bismit. Officials said Sikhna Jwhwlao
Bismit was Kkilled during the initial
clash, while Sunil Murmu sustained
injuries during the protests that fol-
lowed and later succumbed.

Tensions escalated as protests
turned violent, leading to incidents of
arson, road blockades and clashes with
security personnel. Police resorted to
baton charges and tear gas to disperse
the crowd, during which several peo-
ple, including security personnel, were
injured.

A high-level peace meeting was held on
January 21 at the Bodoland Territorial
Council (BTC) Assembly Auditorium
in Kokrajhar to review the recent out-
break of violence in the district and
assess the prevailing law and order
situation.

The meeting was chaired by Assam
Cabinet Minister Jayanta Malla Barua
and attended by Cabinet Minister Cha-
ran Boro, BTC Chief Executive Mem-
ber Hagrama Mohilary, local MLA
Lawrence Islary, along with represen-
tatives of student bodies and social
organisations.Participants appealed to
residents to maintain peace and com-
munal harmony, urging all sections
of society to refrain from actions that
could further escalate tensions. Em-
phasis was laid on unity and cooper-
ation to help restore normalcy in the
district. Addressing the media after the
meeting, Barua said the situation in
Kokrajhar was currently under con-
trol. “Due to some misunderstanding,
an unfortunate situation erupted. The
Chief Minister is closely monitoring

2014 is “self-evident.” He high-
lighted significant improvements
in road connectivity, healthcare
infrastructure and welfare service
delivery, noting that these devel-
opments have enhanced access to
essential services for the people.
The Minister said the Centre
remains firmly focused on ensur-
ing inclusive and sustainable de-
velopment across the Northeast,
with particular attention to remote
and border areas. He added that
strengthening institutional capac-
ity and accelerating project execu-
tion would continue to be priorities
to ensure that the benefits of devel-
opment reach the grassroots.
Officials said Verma’s visit
forms part of the Centre’s broader
strategy to closely monitor flagship
programmes in the Northeast and
reinforce its long-term vision for
the region’s economic, social and
infrastructural advancement.

7 “Before yesterday, the
number stood at 68.
However, yesterday itself,
that figure did not hit 69,
but jumped straight to 70,
once during his opening
statement at the White
& House press conference,
N and later during the Q&A
session,”
Jairam Ramesh
Congress leader

Indian Army conducts joint counter-drone
capsule in Assam ahead of Republic Day 2026
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saying the “operation continues even
today. “In an X post by the ADG PI-In-
dian Army, General Upendra Dwive-
di noted that the army is undergoing
a decade of transformation, stating
“jointness, self-reliance, and innova-
tion” as the pillars of India’s defence
strategy.

He called for indigenous technolo-
gies and new ideas to make the Army
future-ready.

The COAS said, “On the auspicious
occasion of New Year 2026, on behalf
of the Indian Army, I extend my heart-
felt greetings to all fellow citizens.
May this New Year bring happiness,
good health, and prosperity to you and
your families.

The Indian Army is ensuring the
security of the nation with utmost vig-
ilance and determination.

“”’Last year, the enemy’s nefarious
designs were given a befitting reply
through firm and decisive action un-
der Operation Sindoor, and this op-
eration continues even today. Along
with vigilance on the borders, the
Army has played a vital role in nation-
al progress through rapid response
during disasters within the country
and nation-building efforts,” he said.

As part of heightened security ar- INVITATION

rangements ahead of Republic Day
2026, the Indian Army conducted a
Joint Counter-Drone Capsule at Tin-
sukia to strengthen preparedness
against emerging drone-based threats.

The training was conducted by the
Red Shield Gunners under the aegis of
Spear Corps, with active participation
from personnel of Assam Police, Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force (CRPF), Cen-
tral Industrial Security Force (CISF)
and Indian Oil Corporation Limited
(IOCL).

The capsule aimed to enhance
awareness, response mechanisms,
and coordination among participating
agencies to address the evolving chal-
lenges posed by drone misuse. Prac-
tical demonstrations and structured
interactions formed part of the train-
ing, enabling participants to develop a
common understanding of procedures
and response protocols.

The exercise significantly en-
hanced operational readiness and
inter-agency coordination, thereby
strengthening collective security pre-
paredness through a whole-of-nation

You are cordially invited
to the Barak Festival & NEIR Fest of the
Morth East Integration Rally 2026 — an initiative celebrating
unity, culture, and the vibrant spirit of Northeast India.
In Collaboration with

S.S. College, Hailakandi

DATE @ January 23, 2026

T’ME @ 12:00 PM-1:30 PM
VENUE 9

S.S. College
Hailakandi, Assam, India

KRC Foundation: +91-8721838313
+91- 9401929722

www.northeastintegrationrally.in ‘

RSVP

approach. Such joint efforts under-
score the importance of synergy be-
tween military and civil stakeholders
in ensuring robust security arrange-
ments during major national events.

Earlier, Chief of Army Staff (COAS)
General Upendra Dwivedi on Thurs-
day extended New Year greetings to
the nation and hailed India’s deci-
sion action under Operation Sindoor,
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RISE OF
NATIONALISM
AND DECLINE OF
SEPARATISM

nation isnot merely a collection of geographi-

cal boundaries. It is a living construct shaped

by shared history, cultural continuity, con-

stitutional values, collective consciousness,

and aspirations for a common future. When

nation achieves clarity about its identity,

sovereignty, and unity, its policies inevitably reflect that

clarity. In recent years, India has demonstrated such resolve

with increasing consistency-most notably in its approach to-

ward Jammu & Kashmir, a region long marked by political
ambiguity, exceptionalism, and ideological contestation.

Recent developments in the region indicate a profound
shift not only in policy and governance but also in political
discourse and symbolic representation. Among these devel-
opments is the decision by Mirwaiz Umar Faroog-histor-
ically associated with the Hurriyat Conference-to remove
the designation “Hurriyat Chairman” from his verified X
(formerly Twitter) profile. While, at first glance, this may ap-
pear to be a minor or personal digital adjustment, within the
framework of contemporary political communication such
acts carry deeper significance. Public self-identification on
social media has become an extension of political legitimacy
and ideological positioning. Consequently, the withdrawal
of an explicitly separatist title from a public platform reflects
an implicit acknowledgment of a transformed political en-
vironment-one in which separatist symbolism no longer
enjoys the legitimacy, resonance, or strategic utility it once
did.

These developments point toward a broader political,
ideological, and psychological transition underway in
Jammu & Kashmir. They compel a fundamental inquiry:
has nationalism in contemporary India remained merely
one political option among many, or has it evolved into an
unavoidable structural necessity? This article examines
that question by tracing the historical roots of separatist
discourse, analyzing the impact of constitutional and policy
reforms, and evaluating the emerging reality in which na-
tionalism increasingly functions as the primary framework
of political legitimacy in New India.

Jammu & Kashmir: Historical Context and Political
Complexity

The political trajectory of Jammu & Kashmir has been
shaped by the circumstances surrounding India’s indepen-
dence and partition in 1947. Pakistan-sponsored aggression,
a hastily negotiated ceasefire, international mediation, and
a series of internal political accommodations produced a
prolonged condition of uncertainty. Unlike other regions in-
tegrated into the Indian Union, Jammu & Kashmir evolved
within a framework of constitutional exceptionalism.

This exceptional status, though initially conceived as
transitional, gradually institutionalized political ambigu-
ity. Over time, it contributed to administrative opacity,
weakened accountability, and fostered a perception of sep-
arateness. Rather than resolving political anxieties, this
framework deepened alienation and enabled the growth of
narratives that questioned India’s sovereignty over the re-
gion.

Special Provisions and the Construction of Separatist
Discourse

Constitutional provisions described as ‘“‘temporary”
were steadily transformed into permanent political instru-
ments. These provisions reshaped governance and political
culture in several adverse ways. Equal access to education,
healthcare, and employment remained limited. Democratic
competition became increasingly dynastic, while corrup-
tion flourished under the shield of political exceptionalism.

More significantly, these provisions provided ideological
legitimacy to separatist forces.

The notion of a “special status” was repeatedly employed
to argue for political distance from the Indian constitutional
framework. Within this environment, separatist organiza-
tions projected themselves as authentic representatives of
popular will, despite lacking democratic accountability or
mass electoral endorsement.

Separatist Politics and Democratic Contradictions

Separatist discourse consistently invoked the language
of democracy, human rights, and self-determination. How-
ever, a closer examination of its operational methods re-
veals deep contradictions. Violence was normalized as a po-
litical tool, terrorism was reframed as resistance, and civil
unrest was encouraged through street-level mobilization,
particularly among youth.

The ordinary citizen-whose daily concerns centered on
education, livelihood, and security-found little representa-
tion within this framework. Dissenting voices were mar-
ginalized, and alternative political aspirations were often
silenced. Consequently, separatist politics functioned less
as a democratic movement and more as a closed ideological
ecosystem resistant to reform or accountability.

Decisive Leadership and the Shift in Policy Orientation

A discernible transformation in India’s national political
approach became evident after 2014. Governance priorities
shifted decisively from appeasement toward resolution,
from instability toward institutional order, and from strate-
gic ambiguity toward policy clarity.

This recalibration was particularly consequential in the
context of Jammu & Kashmir.The state’s approach moved
away from crisis management toward structural correction.
Policy decisions were framed not merely to contain unrest
but to address its ideological and administrative roots. This
period marked the beginning of a broader redefinition of po-
litical legitimacy in the region.

The constitutional reforms of 2019 represented a water-
shed moment in the political history of Jammu & Kashmir.
Their significance extended far beyond legal restructuring.
By dismantling the psychological divide between “‘special”
and “separate,” these reforms asserted the principle of con-
stitutional equality and reaffirmed the primacy of national
sovereignty.

The reforms weakened the ideological foundations of sep-
aratism by removing the legal ambiguities that sustained it.
For the first time in decades, the constitutional framework
offered clarity rather than compromise, and integration
rather than exception.

“One of the deep secrets of life
is that all that is really worth

doing is what we do for others.”
—Lewis Carroll

RTHEAST INDIA
TOURISM, INDUSTRY
ED GLOBAL PUSH:

JAYANTA DEBNATH

p—

Bangladesh.While = acknowledging
these opportunities, most partici-
pants stressed that the expansion of
trade and connectivity,especially for
Tripura, depends significantly on the
early restoration of normal law and
order conditions in neighbouring
Bangladesh. Several speakers under-
lined the need for timely diplomatic
engagement by India and the United
States to ensure regional stability,
which is critical for cross-border
commerce and investment confi-
dence.

Discussions during the dialogue
repeatedly returned to the need for
attracting both domestic and for-
eign capital to the Northeast, while
simultaneously prioritising local en-
trepreneurship and indigenous ini-
tiatives. Participants from different
Northeastern states pointed out that
there is no shortage of development
schemes under the Government of In-
dia led by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. However, they raised serious
concerns about the practical difficul-
ties faced by new entrepreneurs in
accessing these schemes due to pro-
cedural hurdles and administrative
bottlenecks.

Infrastructure development also
emerged as a key concern. While
central government projects for road
construction, railway expansion,
and connectivity have been initiat-
ed across the region, representatives
from several states complained about

Journalists, business leaders, and
policy stakeholders from Tripura
and other Northeastern states unan-
imously agreed that the Northeast
does not suffer from a lack of poten-
tial in tourism, industry, or trade,
but from a shortage of strong polit-
ical will and effective national and
international promotion. This con-
sensus emerged during the US Stra-
tegic Framework for the Indo-Pacif-
ic: North Eastern Dialogue, Kolkata
Chapter, jointly organised by the
US Consulate General Kolkata and
the Observer Research Foundation
(ORF) at the American Center, Kol-
kata.

The dialogue, which brought to-
gether around 30 invited participants
from across the Northeastern region,
served as a national-level pre-dissem-
ination consultation ahead of a larg-
er policy dialogue scheduled in New
Delhi in March. The event focused on
advancing US- India cooperation un-
der the Indo-Pacific framework, with
special emphasis on connectivity,
trade, supply-chain resilience, and
regional development.

Representing Tripura in person
were Jayanta Debnath, Editor of
Tripurainfo.com journalist and in-
dependent researcher Debaraj Deb,
Anup Kumar Ray, President of the
Tripura Chamber of Commerce, and
Tushar Kanti Chakraborty, Secre-
tary of the Tripura Merchant Associ-
ation. All four highlighted Tripura’s
vast but underutilised potential in
tourism development, bamboo-based
industries, rubber production, natu-
ral gas, and cross-border trade with

the slow pace of implementation,
which continues to hinder economic
growth and investor interest.
Another strong recommendation
from the floor was the need for more
such consultative dialogues, where

the Government of India and state
governments directly engage with
people from the Northeastern states
to listen to their ground-level prob-
lems and aspirations.

Addressing the gathering, US
Consul General Kathy Giles Diaz em-
phasised the strategic importance of
Eastern and Northeastern India in
the Indo-Pacific vision. She reiterat-
ed the United States commitment to
a free, open, and prosperous Indo-Pa-
cific, highlighting the role of the
Quad-India, the US, Japan, and Aus-
tralia, in strengthening infrastruc-
ture, clean energy, supply chains,
and maritime security.

She noted that improved ports,
railways, inland waterways, roads,
and digital corridors could integrate
the Northeast more effectively into
global markets, while reducing de-
pendence on fragile or adversarial
supply chains. Referring to her re-
cent visits to Kolkata and Haldia
ports, the Consul General underlined
the importance of maritime security
for uninterrupted trade and regional
stability.

The session was moderated by
Nilanjan Ghosh, Vice President, De-
velopment Studies, ORF and Project
Director, along with Anasua Basu
Ray Chaudhury, Senior Fellow,
Neighborhood Studies Initiative,
ORF. The inaugural session also
featured virtual presentations by
Abigail Bard, Quad Team Coordina-

tor, and Jeffrey Wang, Quad Team
Lead and Political Officer from the
US. State Department, who provided
deeper insights into America’s strate-
gic vision for the Indo-Pacific and the
centrality of maritime security.The

-INDIA DIALOGUE

dialogue concluded with a shared
understanding that meaningful de-
velopment of the Northeast requires
not just policy frameworks, but faster
implementation, regional stability,
global visibility, and continuous en-
gagement with local stakeholders, so
that the region’s enormous potential
can finally translate into sustainable
growth

DIGITAL WAR OF WORDS

““Regarding the four
plants that started

pilot production in the
semiconductor sector,

one of them will start
commercial production by
the last week of February.
““Reflecting on the nation’s
progress, he shared,

“This is a matter of great
pride for the country,
and it is the result of the
Prime Minister’s focused
execution, demonstrating
how, after 60 years,

India has finally made a
significant mark in the
semiconductor industry.”
He further added,

Rare earths are a very
complex value chain,
involving contributions
from many countries
around the world. India
has entered into several
collaborations in this
complex value chain.
There are collaborations
with the US, Europe,
Germany, Japan, South
Korea, and Singapore.
These collaborations aim to
create an ecosystem that
ensures India’s continued
growth.”

Union Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw also stressed that
India is poised to become
the world’s third-largest
economy in the next few
years, driven by a decade
of “well thought-through”
structural changes and
focused execution.

Ashwini Vaishnaw
Union Minister
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Nagaland’s youth caught between joblessness
and addiction: A crisis demanding urgent action

KOHIMA

Nagaland is facing a growing social challenge
as rising tmemployment among its youth con-
verges with an alarming increase in drugabuse,
threatening to turm the state’s demographic
advantage into a longterm crisis. A young and
educated population, rich in talent and cultural
capital, is struggling to find opportunities in an
economy that has failed to absorb its expanding
workforce.

For thousands of young people, tmemploy-
ment has become the first point of frustration.
Each year, educated youths complete school
and higher education with expectationsof mean-
ingful work, only to encounter limited options.
Government jobs remain the most sought after,
but vacancies are few and competition intense.
al activity is minimal, and entrepreneurship
continues to face hurdles such as lack of capital,
Asaresult, a large section of the youth remains
idle, umcertain and increasingly disillusioned.
The impact of prolonged tnemployment goes
far beyond loss of income. It erodes selfworth,

BLO flags alleged

fuels anxiety and affects mental health. While
many young people migrateto cities such as Gu-
of work, others remain in the state, trapped ina
cycle of waiting and disappointment. For some
migrants, relocation brings exposure and in-
come, butfor many it alsoresults in exploitation,
discrimination, job insecurity and poor living
conditionsTt is within this climate of frustration
and idleness that drug abuse has taken deeper
root. Onee considered a peripheral issue, sub-
stance abuse has emerged as a serious social
problem in Nagaland, particularly among ado-
lescents and young adults. What often begins as
curiosity, peer pressure or an attempt to escape

Guwahati Asian Film Festival
begins second edition with
films from 10 countries

stress gradually turns into addiction. Easy avail-
ability of drugs, limited recreational spaces and
weak enforcement have further aggravated the
situation.

bearing the consequences, ranging from health
crises and school dropouts to broken homes and
rising crime. The situation is especially trou-
bling because tmemployment and drug abuse
are not isolated problems; they reinforce each
other in a destructive cycle. Joblessness creates
frustration and vulnerability, pushing some
youths towards substance use. Addiction, in
turn, destroys health, discipline and employa-
bility, making it even harder for individuals to
escape unemployment.

Nagaland’s untapped potential in sports,
music, arts and other creative fields highlights
what is at stake. Engaging young people in
constructive and productive activities can act
as a strong deterrent against both idleness and
addiction. However, inadequate infrastructure,
lack of sustained fumding and limited institu-
tional support continue to discourage many
talented youths from pursuing these paths pro-

fessionally.

‘While unemployment remains the larger
structural challenge shaping the state’s furture,
drug abuse has become its most visible and
devastating outcome. Addressing one without
tackling the other is unlikely to bring lasting
results.

Experts and community leaders stress that
the crisis demands a coordinated responsecre-
ating meaningful employment opportunities,
strengthening skill development and entre-
preneurship, expanding community support
systems, and intensifying efforts to dismantle
drug networks while improving access to
rehabilitation and awareness programmes.
Equally important isensuring that the voices of
young people are heard and reflected in policy
decisions.Nagaland’s youth do not lack talent
or resilience. What they lack are opportunities,
direction and sustained support. Addressing
unemployment and drug abuse together is not
merely a policy challenge, but a moral impera-
tive to safeguard the state’s future and prevent
an entire generation from slipping through the
cracks.

Tripura Congress stages
protest in Agartala over alleged
attack on Shankaracharya

AGARTALA

The Tripura Pradesh Congress on Tuesday
staged a protest march in Agartala, con-
demning the alleged attack on Jagatguru
Shankaracharya and other monks by the
Uttar Pradesh police administration.

The demonstration was held at the
Orient Chowmuni area, where Congress
workers burned effigies of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath as a mark of pro-
test. Senior Congress leader and Tripura
MLA Sudip Roy Barman led the march and
addressed the media.Questioning the Uttar
Pradesh government’s stand on protecting
religious traditions, Barman alleged that
those responsible for the incident could not
project themselves as custodians of religion.
“Those involved in this incident cannot
claim to be protectors of traditional reli-
gion. This has exposed them as hypocrites
and political dealers,” he said.

The Congress MLA also launched a
sharp attack on the central government

and the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS), alleging that several ancient tem-
ples had been damaged or destroyed un-
der the present regime. He claimed that a
1,300-1,400-year-old Ram temple in Delhi had
been demolished and that idols of Lord Ram
and Lord Hanuman were dragged using
bulldozers.Barman further alleged damage
to religious structures in Kashi, including
the destruction of a Shivling and an idol of
Lord Ganesh. “Even Aurangzeb did not de-
stroy so many temples,” he said, accusing
the government of allowing large-scale de-
struction of religious heritage over the past
11 years.Continuing his criticism, Barman
alleged that the ruling dispensation was
misleading the public. “In the last 11 years,
this government has turned some fools into
blind devotees and blind devotees into fools.
This is how they want to rule the country,”
he claimed.

He also criticised organisations such as
the RSS and the Bajrang Dal, alleging that
they benefited from and helped sustain the
current government.

At Davos, Himanta Biswa Sarma
calls for new export markets for

misuse of Form 7,
voter list revision
draws serutiny in
Assam’s Sribhumi
GUWAHATI
SRIBHUMI The second edition of the Guwahati
Asian Film Festival (GAFF) opened on
Serious concerns have been  Wednesday, January 22, reaffirming
raised over the integrity of the Northeast’s growing role as a hub

the ongoing voter list revi-
sion process in Assam’s Sri-
bhumi district after a Booth
Level Officer (BLO) flagged
alleged misuse of Form 7, the
prescribed mechanism for de-
letion of names from electoral
rolls.

The disclosure was made
by Chumna Rahman Choud-
hury, a primary school teach-
er at Choudhuribazar Prima-
ry School who is currently
discharging duties as a BLO.
She alleged that multiple
complaints seeking deletion
of voters’ names are being
submitted through question-
able means, often without the
knowledge or consent of the
individuals concerned.

According to Choudhury,
several such applications car-
ry signatures that appear to
be partly printed and partly
handwritten, raising serious
doubts about their authentici-
ty. She further claimed that in
many instances, the voters in
whose names the complaints
were filed were completely
unaware that representations
had been made to remove
their names from the elector-
al rolls.

Flagging the potential fall-
out of such practices, Choud-
hury warned that the alleged
misuse of Form 7 could have
far-reaching consequences
for the electoral process. She
cautioned that BLOs acting on
dubious complaints could face
public anger and backlash, as
voters whose names are delet-
ed may hold election officials
personally responsible.

Her remarks, which have
circulated widely on social
media, have triggered strong
reactions across Sribhumi
district. Political observers,
civil society members, and lo-
cal residents have expressed
concern over the credibility
and transparency of the voter
list revision exercise.

for Asian cinema with a curated line-
up of 26 regional, national and interna-
tional films from 10 countries.

The festival opened with Sunday,
an Uzbek film directed by Shokir Kho-
likov, setting the tone for a programme
that blends acclaimed international
works with diverse Indian narratives.
The opening day also featured the
India premiere of Japanese film S, di-
rected by Masahiro Ota, along with An
Evening Ballad by Bishal Swargiary,
screened under the Indian Showcase
(non-competition) section.

GAFF Festival Director (honor-
ary)Monita Borgohain said the second
edition has been expanded following
the encouraging response to the inau-
gural festival. “GAFF 2026 promises to
be bigger and better, continuing its cel-
ebration of the rich diversity of Asian
cinema, with more filmmakers from
outside the region joining the event,”
she said.

Over the next four days, the festi-

val will screen films from Vietnam,
Mongolia, Uzbekistan, South Korea,
Hong Kong, Japan, Myanmar, Iran,
Kazakhstan and China. A wide range
of Indian films will also be showcased
across multiple languages, including
Marathi, Bajjika, Malayalam, Hindji,
Tulu, Nepali, Assamese, Karbi, Bodo,
Mising, Manipuri and Bengali, high-
lighting the breadth of regional and
national cinematic expression.

In addition to film screenings,
GAFF 2026 will host masterclasses,
panel discussions and interactive
sessions with filmmakers, critics and
industry professionals from India and
other Asian countries. Organisers said
the final selection was curated from
over 200 submissions, including 90 en-
tries from outside India.

Organised by Trending Now Me-
dia with support from the National
Film Development Corporation and
the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting, GAFF has posi-
tioned itself as the only Asian film
festival of its kind in the North-
east, carving a distinct place in In-
dia’s cultural landscape by bring-
ing Asian cinema to the region.

Assam tea amid global uncertainty

GUWAHATI
Assam Chief Minister Himanta Bis-
wa Sarma on January 22 said India’s
tea industry must diversify its export
destinations as geopolitical tensions
disrupt traditional markets, even
as the state pitches itself as a major
destination for technology and man-
ufacturing investments at the World
Economic Forum (WEF) in Davos.
Speaking on the sidelines of the
global summit, Sarma noted that Rus-
sia and Iran have historically been
among the largest buyers of Assam
tea, but ongoing geopolitical devel-
opments have complicated trade.
“Russia and Iran were our traditional
markets. But because of the geopoliti-
cal situation, things are getting a little
difficult,” he said, adding that the dis-
ruption was likely to be temporary.
Highlighting the global appeal
of Assam tea, the Chief Minister
remarked that “Russian people
like Assam’s tea,” describing it as a

long-standing strength of the indus-
try. At the same time, he stressed
the urgency of expanding into newer
markets. Sarma said proposed free
trade agreements with the United
Kingdom and the European Union
had come “at the right time for the
Indian tea industry” and could open
up fresh opportunities for exporters.
Beyond tea, Sarma used the
Davos platform to project Assam as
an emerging hub for semiconductor
manufacturing and advanced tech-
nology. Over the past three days, he

ICAMSE 2026 inaugurated at Manipur Technical
University, brings focus on interdisciplinary research

IMPHAL

The International Conference on
Advanced Multidisciplinary Sciences
and Engineering (ICAMSE 2026) was
inaugurated on January 21 at Manipur
Technical University (MTU), Imphal,
marking the start of a three-day aca-
demic conclave aimed at promoting
interdisciplinary research, innovation
and collaboration.

Organised by the Department of
Basic Sciences, Manipur Technical
University, the conference isbeingheld
fromJanuary21 to23and hasdrawn par-
ticipationfromacademicians, scientists
andresearchersfrom Indiaandabroad.

The inaugural session was
attended by several eminent person-
alities, including Prof. Madan Mohan
Tripathi, Director General of the
National Institute of Electronics and
Information Technology (NIELIT),
Government of India; Prof. G. Singaiah,
Vice-Chancellor of Birangana Sati
Sadhani Rajyik Vishwavidyalaya,

Assam; Dr. Sanabam Sujen Singh,
Extension Officer (Seismology), North
Eastern Council Secretariat; Dr. Sandip
Rashmikant Oza, formerISRO scientist
and groupdirector; Prof. Manoj Kumar
Bhat, DBT Distinguished Scientistand
former Director of BRICNCCS, Pune;
Prof. Miroslav Mladjen Novakovic of
the University of Belgrade, Serbia; Prof.
Y.Rohen Singh of Manipur University;
and Prof. W. Chandbabu Singh, Vice-
Chancellor of Manipur Technical
University, who presided over the pro-
gramme.Addressing the gathering,
Prof. Tripathi shared insights from
his long association with electronics
and information technology, recalling
his tenure as Project Director General
at the National Informatics Centre
under the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology. Hedescribed
ICAMSE 2026 asan important platform
for knowledge exchange and collabora-
tion, and highlighted the growing role
of emerging technologies such as arti-

ficial intelligence, semiconductors, the
Internet of Thingsand cybersecurity in
drivinginclusiveandsustainable devel-
opment. Emphasising digital skilling
and research aligned with real-world
challenges, heencouraged studentsand
researcherstocontributetonation-build-
ing through innovation.

Presiding over the event, Prof.
Chandbabu Singh outlined MTU’s
visionforaneed-based and globally ori-
entedacademicandresearchecosystem.
Hespokeaboutkey initiatives, including
the implementation of the umiversity’s
researchand developmentpolicy, efforts
towards internationalisation through
collaborations such as a memoran-
dum of understanding with Swansea
University for a proposed twinning
degreeprogramme,and the introduction
of an adjunct faculty scheme to engage
international experts.

He also announced the establish-
ment of a publication division with
plans tolaunch a research journal, the

integration of multidisciplinary edu-
cation across engineering, sciences,
humanities and social sciences, and
the opening of new departments in
Biosciences, Pharmaceutical Sciences
and Biomedical Engineering.

Highlighting the response to the
conference, the Vice-Chancellor said
over 140 research papers had been
submitted, reflecting strong interest in
multidisciplinaryandholisticresearch.
Hewelcomed delegatesfromacrossthe
countryandoverseas, expressing confi-
dence that the conference would foster
collaboration, learning and academic
excellence.

As part of the inaugural pro-
gramme, a compilation of confer-
ence abstracts was released and a
plenary talk was delivered. Faculty
members, officials, staffand students
of Manipur Technical University
and NIELIT attended the opening
ceremony of the international con-
ference.

MIZORAM BETS BIG ON TOURISM ECONOMY:
Rs 395 crore infra pipeline, 145% growth
& sports tourism push to drive state GDP

AIZAWL
Mizoram continues to strengthen its tour-
ism-led growth model, driven by improved
connectivity, sustained infrastructure in-
vestments and destination-centric events.
With tourism emerging as a key economic
pillar, the state is leveraging its natural as-
sets, cultural capital and community partic-
ipation to build a resilient visitor economy.

The inauguration of the Bairabi-Sairang
railway line in September 2025 has signif-
icantly enhanced accessibility, enabling
higher tourist movement into the state.

Mizoram recorded an impressive 145.54
per cent growth in tourist arrivals between
2023 and 2024, reflecting strong market mo-
mentum. The state is experiencing a higher
rate in the current year, with an already
higher number in sight, even before the fi-
nal calculations.

With rail connectivity now operational,
this upward trend is expected to accelerate
further.

“This is not just about increasing tour-
ist numbers - it is about reshaping Mizo-
ram’s economic future through tourism,”

Quest

Just believe in yourself

said Lalnghinglova Hmar, Mizoram Minis-
ter for Sports and Tourism.

“Our vision is to build Mizoram as a
premium experiential destination where
nature, culture and community come to-
gether. Tourism will be a growth engine for
rural livelihoods, youth employment and
global visibility. Connectivity has opened
the door; now we are walking through it
with purpose,” the Minister said.

He further said that, to drive longer, im-
mersive stays, Mizoram Tourism has rolled
out the Mizoram Tourism Events & Festi-
val Calendar 2026, launched on December
15, 2025.

The calendar curates major festivals,
cultural showcases and sporting events
across all seasons, enabling travellers to
plan visits in advance and experience the
state beyond short stopovers.

From Chapchar Kut and the Anthuri-
um Festival to the Mizoram Travel Fest
and winter celebrations, the calendar is
designed to ensure year-round tourism,
boosting local businesses and community
participation.

“Events are our strategic tourism mag-
nets,” said R. Lalrodingi, Director, Tourism
Department, Mizoram.

“The Tourism Calendar 2026 is a mar-
ket-driven tool. We studied travel trends
and curated experiences that encourage
visitors to stay longer, explore deeper, and

“Qur vision is to build
Mizoram as a premium
experiential destination
where nature, culture and
community come together.
Tourism will be a growth
engine for rural livelihoods,
youth employment and global
visibility. Connectivity has
opened the door; now we
are walking through it with

purpose,”.

spend locally. Our goal is to move from sea-
sonal tourism to a year-round tourism econ-
omy,” she said.

Backed by strong public investment,
Mizoram is currently executing projects
worth Rs 395.04 crore under central and
externally aided schemes. These include
eco-resorts, ropeways, heritage centres, pil-
grimage circuits, convention infrastructure
and farm tourism roads under flagship pro-
grammes such as Swadesh.

Parallelly, the state’s Bana Kaih (Hand-
holding) Scheme is empowering tourism
entrepreneurs across homestays, transport

services, catering, travel operations and
souvenir businesses. Under a special pack-
age, 100 rural homestays will be developed
over the next two years, placing commu-
nities at the heart of Mizoram’s tourism
growth.

“Infrastructure is only meaningful
when it creates livelihoods. Every ropeway,
eco-resort and homestay is designed to gen-
erate local employment and retain tourism
revenue within villages,” the Director said.

A Kkey pillar of Mizoram’s destination
strategy is the Aizawl International Half
Marathon (AIHM) 2026, which is scheduled
for February 14, 2026, at Rajiv Gandhi Sta-
dium.

After a successful debut in 2025 with
1,500 runners, the second edition is expect-
ed to attract around 5,000 national and in-
ternational participants, further strength-
ening Aizawl’s presence on India’s sports
tourism map.

“ATHM 1is designed as a destination
event, not just a race,” said Captain Rahul
Bali, MD, Innovations India and Curator,
AIHM.

“Our team is executing a national out-
reach strategy, route optimisation, ath-
lete engagement programmes and digital
campaigns to make AIHM a benchmark
sporting event in Northeast India. Every
runner becomes a brand ambassador for
Mizoram,” he further said.

held meetings with leading global
players across the semiconductor
ecosystem, including IBM, Synopsys
and Qualcomm. “Right from IBM, I
think we met all the global players of
the semiconductor ecosystem... We
have met several global players in the
last three days,” he said.

A separate meeting was held with
IBM Vice President Gary Cohn to
explore collaboration in skill develop-
ment, artificial intelligence adoption
and related initiatives. Sarma said
IBM is expected to send a delegation
to Assam soon to assess opportunities
on the ground.

The Chief Minister also met Tata
Group chairman N Chandrasekaran,
underscoring the group’s growing
footprint in Assam. He said Tata’s
presence in the state had acted as a
catalyst for wider investor interest.
“There is a lot of interest in Assam
due to the involvement of the TATA
group, which is attracting the inves-

Assam University

tors,” he added.

One of the key engagements at
Davos was a roundtable discussion
with senior executives from global
semiconductor companies, includ-
ing Synopsys, Qualcomm, Analog
Devices, Thermo Fisher, Honeywell
and Henkel. Discussions focused on
expanding semiconductor manufac-
turing in Assam and strengthening
diversified supply chains, with Sar-
ma noting strong interest in partner-
ships.

Reflecting on India’s broader in-
vestment landscape, Sarma said the
country had moved beyond a growth
model dominated by a handful of
states. “Earlier, when it came to India,
people knew only four or five states.
But today, when states like Assam
come and represent, then I think
we talk about the whole of India,”
he said, describing it as a “whole
of nation” approach to economic
development.

celebrates

33rd Foundation Day; former
Air Force Chief urges youth
to build “Vikshit Bharat’

SILCHAR

Assam University marked its
33rd Foundation Day on Jan-
uary 21 with a series of aca-
demic and ceremonial events,
during which former Air Chief
Marshal Arup Raha urged stu-
dents to play an active role in
realising the vision of a ‘Vik-
shit Bharat’ by 2047.

Addressing the gathering
as Chancellor of the universi-
ty, Raha spoke about India’s
rising stature as an emerging
global power and called upon
the youth to contribute mean-
ingfully to nation-building.
While noting that Assam Uni-
versity is relatively young,
he said its achievements over
the years had been noteworthy
and congratulated the univer-
sity community for its steady
academic and institutional
progress.

The Foundation Day cele-
brations began with the hoist-
ing of the national flag at the
Netaji Subhas Stage ground by
Chancellor Raha, in the pres-
ence of Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Rajive Mohan Pant and chief
guest, former Army Chief
Manoj Mukund Naravane. Flo-
ral tributes were later paid at
the Language Martyrs’ Memo-
rial.

Vice-Chancellor Prof. Pant

highlighted the university’s
growth in education, research
and infrastructure, stating
that more than 500 research
papers were published in the
past year and several innova-
tive projects had been regis-
tered for patents. He added that
the institution has achieved
numerous milestones over its
32-year journey.

Chief guest Manoj Mukund
Naravane extended greetings
to the university fraternity
and said the Northeast holds a
special place in his heart. Re-
calling an earlier visit to Miz-
oram via Silchar, he reflected
on the visible transformation
the town has undergone over
the years.As part of the pro-
gramme, the Celebration Com-
mittee felicitated Professor
Shibashis Biswas, Vice-Chan-
cellor of the Difu campus,
along with the distinguished
guests. A mobile planetarium,
an extended guest house build-
ing and a sundial at Naksha-
tra Batika were also formally
inaugurated on the occasion.
Registrar Pradosh Kiran Nath,
Finance Officer Shubhadip
Dhar, Controller of Examina-
tions Suprabir Dutta Roy and
Prof. Sudipta Roy, Chairman
of the Celebration Committee,
were among those present at
the event.
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BLO is foundational pillar -~ Amit Shah hails Gita Press as

for electoral democracy:
CEC Gyanesh Kumar

NEW DELHI

Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar on
Wednesday emphasised that
the Booth Level Officer (BLO)
serves as the foundational pil-
lar of India’s electoral democ-
racy.

He addressed the inau-
gural session of the Indian
International Conference
on Democracy and
Election Management 2026
(IICDEM-2026) at Bharat
Mandapam in New Delhi.

Speaking at the event, CEC
took delegates through India’s
electoral journey, explaining
how Indian elections have
become the largest democratic
exercise on the planet.

“Each polling booth in
India has roughly 970 electors,
and the responsibility of the
electors, and ensuring that all
eligible electors are included
in the electoral roll, is vested
with the Booth Level Officers
(BLOs). A BLO is the founda-
tional pillar for the electoral
democracy inIndia,” CEC said.

“Last year’s Lok Sabha
elections saw more than 640
million people exercise their
franchise across more than a

million polling stations, with
roughly two crore people
involved in this exercise,” he
added.

According to the
Constitution, Indian elections
are divided into two broad seg-
ments, preparation of electoral
rolls and the conduct of elec-
tions. Kumar stressed that pure
electoral rolls, including every
eligible elector as per law, are
essential to strengthening
democracy.

Citing Bihar’s recent elec-
tions as an example of electoral
efficiency, the CEC noted that
“Bihar went into elections
recently. The first step was the
purification of electoral rolls,
including eligible electors.
With the efficiency of the Booth
Level Officers, the Electoral
Registration Officers, and the
Chief Election Officer of Bihar,
out of 75 million electors, the
number of appeals were zero.
Amidst tight public scrutiny
and the watch of all citizens in
Bihar and across the country,
the electoral rolls were final-
ised, and then the elections
were held,” CEC explained.

IICDEM-2026 marks the
largest conference of its
kind ever hosted by India in

democracy and election man-
agement. Nearly 100 delegates
from around 70 countries are
participating in the three-day
conference, which commenced
today.

The conference was attend-
ed by nearly 1,000 persons,
including delegates from 42
Election Management Bodies
(EMBs), Ambassadors and
High Commissioners of 27
countries, experts from over
70 national institutions, sen-
ior ECI officers, and 36 Chief
Electoral Officers from across
India.

Election Commissioners
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and
Vivek Joshi also addressed the
gathering. Sandhu emphasised
that “at the heart of every elec-
tion is a citizen, believing that
their choice will be respected,”
while Joshi highlighted how
IICDEM-2026 brings together
diverse perspectives on elec-
toral processes.

DGIIIDEM Rakesh Verma
explained that the theme for
India’s chairship, “democracy
for an inclusive, peaceful, resil-
ient and sustainable world”,
reflects a comprehensive
understanding of democracy’s
role in the 21st century.

‘indispensable’ pillar of Indian
culture, Sanatan Dharma

DEHRADUN

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Wednesday deliv-
ered a powerful tribute to the
esteemed Gita Press, describ-
ing it as an “indispensable
institution” for anyone who
values Indian culture and fol-
lows Sanatan Dharma.

Speaking at an event in
Rishikesh after the release of
the centenary edition of Gita
Press’s monthly magazine
Kalyan, Shah underscored the
organisation’s crucial role in
safeguarding and propagating
India’s spiritual heritage for
nearly a century.

“No person in India or the
world who has expectations
from Sanatan Dharma, who
looks towards Indian culture
for solutions to the world’s
problems, and who loves this
land can possibly remain
unaware of Gita Press,” Shah
said, emphasising its national
significance.

The Home Minister linked
the cultural resurgence sweep-
ing the country to the trajec-
tory set by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership
and cited several milestones
as evidence of this renewed
national vigour.

“After 550 years, a towering
temple of Lord Ram has been
built in Ayodhya,” Shah said,
drawing applause. He added
that the restoration of histor-
ic sites reaffirmed national
pride. “The Kashi Vishwanath
Corridor, destroyed by
Aurangzeb, sends a message
to the entire world that the
power of faith is far greater
than those who seek to destroy
it,” he said.

In a major announcement,
Shah said the Government of
India will observe the entire
upcoming year as Somnath
Swabhiman Varsh (Somnath

Self-Respect Year), marking
1,000 years since the destruc-
tion of the revered Somnath
Temple.

“Somnath was destroyed
16 times and rebuilt 16 times.
Those who destroyed it have
all vanished, but the eternal
flag of Somnath still flies high
today,” he asserted, highlight-
ing the resilience of the Hindu
faith.

The minister also listed
other cultural recoveries,
including the abrogation of
Article 370, the construc-
tion of the Mahakaleshwar
Corridor, and the revival of
the Kedarnath shrine. He
noted that work is underway

to revive over 35 pilgrimage
sites across the country, along
with the repatriation of more
than 642 stolen idols.

Turning his focus back to
Gita Press, Shah paid trib-
ute to its founder, Hanuman
Prasad Poddar, noting that
for nearly 103 years he had
strengthened the foundations
of Sanatan Dharma.

“Poddar Ji renounced
everything and dedicated his
entire life to Gita Press,” Shah
said. “Through Gita Press, he
instilled unwavering faith and
reverence for Indian culture in
the hearts of individuals and
families.”

Shah stressed that Gita

Press operates not for profit
but for nation-building. He
lauded the Kalyan magazine,
saying it has served as a
spiritual compass and kept
“the lamp of Indian culture
burning through every crisis.”
Concluding his address,
Shah highlighted the depth of
the literature disseminated
by the publication. “In its 1932
issue, Kalyan presented Lord
Shri Krishna as a great per-
sonality - a politician, a philos-
opher and the destroyer of all
evil,” he said.

Earlier in the day, the
Home Minister visited the
Lakshminarayan Temple and
offered prayers to Maa Ganga.

Trump backs down on Greenland

and cancels tarifl threat a:
agrees to future Arctic

DAVOS

President Donald Trump on
Wednesday scrapped the tariffs that
he threatened to impose on eight
European nations to press for U.S.
control over Greenland, pulling a dra-
matic reversal shortly after insisting
he wanted to get the island “including
right, title and ownership.”

In a post on his social media site,
Trump said he had agreed with the
head of NATO on a “framework of
a future deal” on Arctic security,
potentially defusing tension that
had far-reaching geopolitical impli-
cations.

He said “additional discussions”
on Greenland were being held con-
cerning the Golden Dome missile
defense program, a multilayered,
$175 billion system that for the first
time will put U.S. weapons in space.

Trump offered few details, say-
ing they were still being worked out.
But one idea NATO members have
discussed as part of a compromise
with Trump was that Denmark and
the alliance would work with the
U.S. to build more U.S. military
bases on Greenland. That’s accord-
ing to a European official familiar
with the matter but not authorized to
comment publicly. The official, who
spoke on condition of anonymity, said
it was not immediately clear if that
idea was included in the framework
Trump announced. The president has
threatened tariffs before only to back
away. In April, after first saying he
would slap massive import levies on
nations from around the world, which
prompted a sharp negative market
reaction, Trump eased off.

But his change of heart this time
came only after he used his speech at
the World Economic Forum in the
Swiss Alps to focus on Greenland and
threatened to upend NATO, an alli-
ance that has been among the globe’s
most unshakable since the early days
of the Cold War.
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In his address, Trump said he
was asking for territory that was
“cold and poorly located” and that
the U.S. had effectively saved Europe
during World War II while declaring
of NATO: “It’s a very small ask com-
pared to what we have given them
for many, many decades.”

“We probably won’t get anything
unless I decide to use excessive
strength and force, where we would
be frankly unstoppable. But I won’t
do that, OK?” Trump said.

But Trump has also said repeat-
edly that, while the U.S. will defend
NATO, he wasn’t convinced the
alliance will backup Washington,
if needed, and suggested that was at
least part of the reason for his aggres-
sive stance toward Greenland. That
prompted NATO Secretary General
Mark Rutte, in a post-speech event
with Trump, to say that the alli-
ance would stand with the U.S. if
it is attacked. “You can be assured,
absolutely,” Rutte said. A short time
later came Trump’s post canceling
the tariffs.

Danish Foreign Minister Lars
Lokke Rasmussen said he welcomed
Trump ruling out taking “Greenland
by force” and pausing “the trade war
with Europe.”

“Now, let’s sit down and find out

how we can address the American
security concerns in the Arctic
while respecting the red lines of the
Kingdom of Denmark,” he said in a
statement.

Trump argues that the U.S. needs
Greenland for national security and
to counter threats from Russia and
China in the Arctic region, despite
America already having a large
military base there. He threatened
to impose steep U.S. import taxes
on Denmark and seven other allies
unless they negotiate a transfer of the
semi-autonomous territory.

The tariffs were to have started at
10% next month and climb to 25% in
June. Trump often tries to increase
pressure on the other side when he
believes it can lead to a favorable
agreement. His threats at Davos
appeared on the verge of rupturing
NATO, which was founded by lead-
ing European nations, the U.S. and
Canada to counter the Soviet Union.

The alliance’s other members
were steadfast in saying Greenland
is not for sale and cannot be wrested
from Denmark, while angrily reject-
ing Trump’s promised tariffs.

A Danish government official told
The Associated Press after Trump’s
speech that Copenhagen was ready to
discuss U.S. security concerns. But

ter NAT(Q) o
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the official, who was not authorized
to comment publicly and spoke on
condition of anonymity, underscored
the government’s position that “red
lines”— namely Denmark’s sover-
eignty — must be respected.

It was not immediately clear how
Trump’s canceling of tariffs might
change such calculations.

In the meantime, Greenland’s
government responded by telling
its citizens to be prepared. It has
published a handbook in English
and Greenlandic on what to do in a
crisis that urges residents to ensure
they have sufficient food, water, fuel
and supplies at home to survive for
five days. “We just went to the grocery
store and bought the supplies,” said
Tony Jakobsen in Greenland’s capital
Nuuk said, showing off the contents
of bags that included candles, snacks
and toilet paper. Jakobsen said he
thought Trump’s rhetoric towards
Greenland was “just threats... but it’s
better to be ready than not ready.”

Before backing down, Trump had
urged Denmark and the rest of NATO
to stand aside, adding an ominous
warning. “We want a piece of ice for
world protection, and they won’t give
it,” Trump said. “You can say yes, and
we will be very appreciative. Or you
can say no, and we will remember.”

He also called for opening “imme-
diate negotiations” for the U.S. to
acquire Greenland. In subsequent
comments to reporters, he declined to
name a price that might be paid, say-
ing only, “There’s a bigger price, and
that’s the price of safety and security
and national security and interna-
tional security.” His arrival in Davos
was delayed after a minor electrical
problem on Air Force One forced a
return to Washington to switch air-
craft. As Trump’s motorcade headed
down a narrow road to the speech
site, onlookers — including some ski-
ers — lined the route, some making
obscene gestures.

Campaigning starts
for Bangladesh’s first
national election after

Hasina’s ouster

Campaigning began Thursday
for Bangladesh’s first national
elections since the 2024 upris-
ing that ousted longtime Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina.

The major political parties
held campaign rallies in the
capital, Dhaka, and elsewhere
ahead of Feb. 12 election, which
is seen as the most consequen-
tial in Bangladesh’s history as
it follows Hasina’s ouster and
is being held under an interim
government with voters also
deciding on proposed political
reforms.

The interim government
led by Nobel Peace Prize lau-
reate Muhammad Yunus has
pledged to hold a free and fair
election, but questions were
raised after his administra-
tion banned Hasina’s former
ruling Awami League party.
The Awami League and the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
havehistorically dominated the
country’s electorate.

There are also concerns
about the country’s law and
order situation, but the gov-
ernment says they will keep
the voting peaceful.

Yunus assumed office three
days after Hasina left the coun-
try for India on Aug. 5, 2024, fol-
lowing the deaths of hundreds
of protesters and others in a
violent crackdown.

With the Awami League
excluded from the election, a
10-party allianceled by Jamaat-
e-Islami, an Islamist party, is
seekingto expand its influence.
Jamaat-e-Islami has longfaced
criticism from secular groups
who say its positions challenge
Bangladesh’s secular founda-
tions. A new party formed by
studentleaders of the uprising,
the National Citizen Party, or
NCP, isalso part of the alliance.

Head of Bangladesh’s inter-
im government Muhammad
Yunus, center, with Bangladesh
Jamaat-e-Islami party leader
Ameer Shafiqur Rahman,
inaugurate the July Uprising

Memorial Museum, once
the official residence of
Bangladesh’s ousted Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, in
Dhaka, Bangladesh, Tuesday,
Jan. 20, 2026.

Tarique Rahman, BNP
chairman and the son of for-
mer Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia, is widely seen as aleading
contender for prime minister.
His party has drawn strong
support rooted in the political
legacy of his mother, who died
last month. Rahman returned
to Bangladesh last month after
17 years in exile in the United
Kingdom.

Rahman is launching his
campaign in the northwestern
city of Sylhet with an address
toarally later Thursday and is
scheduled to visit several other
districts in the coming days.

The election will also
include a referendum on a
national charter, with the
interim government seeking
campaigning for voters to
support what it describes as
a new political course built

A

on reforms. The charter was
signed last year by 25 of the
country’s 52 registered politi-
cal parties. The Awami League
opposed the idea and several
other parties declined to sign
the document.

The July National Charter,
named after the uprising that
began in July 2024 and led to
the fall of Hasina, is currently
nonbinding, but the support-
ers of the charter say a ref-
erendum is needed to make it
legally binding and a part of the
constitution. Only Parliament
can change the constitution in
Bangladesh.

The interim government
says the charter would bring
more checks and balances to
avoid authoritarian adminis-
trations, including by giving
the presidency more authority
tobalance whathad been a pow-
erful prime minister position.
It also proposes term limits
for legislators, and measures
to prevent conflicts of interest,
money laundering and corrup-
tion.
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Assam Steps Onto the Global
Stage: From Regional Periphery to
Investment Contender

r decades, Assam

as existed on the

margins of India’s

economic  imagi-

nation. Renowned

for its tea gardens,

mighty rivers and

cultural diversity,

the state has more often been as-

sociated with narratives of insur-

gency, floods, migration pressures

and developmental lag than with

opportunity and ambition. That

long-standing perception, however,

is undergoing a deliberate and da-

ta-backed transformation. Assam’s

appearance at the World Economic

Forum (WEF) Annual Meeting in

Davos in January 2026 marked a

defining moment in this shift - one

that signalled the state’s intent to

move from the periphery of national

growth to the centre of global eco-
nomic conversations.

When Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma presented Assam be-
fore global investors and policymak-
ers at Davos, it was not merely a
symbolic debut. It was the first time
the state articulated its economic
story on one of the world’s most in-
fluential platforms, backed by mea-
surable progress, sector-specific
strategies and a long-term vision of
inclusive growth. In doing so, As-
sam sought to redefine how it is per-
ceived - not as a region catching up,
but as one ready to compete, collab-
orate and contribute to global value
chains.

Growth anchored in numbers, not
rhetoric

Assam’s pitch at Davos drew cred-
ibility from hard economic data.
Over the past five years, the state
has consistently recorded annual
GDP growth rates in the range of 11-
13 per cent, outpacing the national
average. Its Gross State Domestic
Product (GSDP) expanded from ap-
proximately ?3.4 lakh crore in 2020
to over ?5 lakh crore in 2025 - a sig-
nificant jump that reflects a combi-
nation of industrial diversification,
expansion of the services sector and
targeted public investment in infra-
structure.

Equally significant has been the
state’s improving fiscal position. As-
sam’s own tax revenue has crossed
225,000 crore annually, providing
the government with greater au-
tonomy to fund capital expenditure
and social development simultane-
ously. Improved fiscal discipline
has allowed the state to increase
spending on roads, bridges, power
and education without compromis-
ing macroeconomic stability. This
financial maturity formed the back-
bone of Assam’s global outreach, re-
assuring investors that the state has
the institutional capacity to sustain
large-scale projects.

A focused investment roadmap

At Davos, Assam did not present
a generic investment pitch. Instead,
it outlined a clear roadmap centred
on sectors where the state’s natural
advantages intersect with global in-
vestment trends.

Renewable energy emerged as a
cornerstone of this strategy. Assam
has an estimated renewable poten-
tial of nearly 10,000 MW across hy-

droelectric

and solar

sources.
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various stages of implementation,
while the state is seeking to attract
an additional ?25,000-?30,000 crore
from international energy firms.
Solar parks, small hydro projects
and pumped storage initiatives are
being positioned as long-term assets
aligned with global decarbonisation
goals.

Another pillar of Assam’s glob-
al pitch was semiconductors and
electronics manufacturing. The
proposed greenfield semiconductor
facility at Jagiroad, with an invest-
ment size of around ?27,000 crore,
represents a strategic leap for the
state. Expected to generate over
27,000 direct and indirect jobs, the
project places Assam within India’s
broader ambition of building a resil-
ient semiconductor ecosystem. For
a region traditionally absent from
high-technology manufacturing,
this marks a fundamental shift in
industrial identity.

Assam also highlighted the po-
tential of its bamboo-based bioeco-
nomy. With nearly 10 lakh hectares
of commercially viable bamboo -
among the largest concentrations
in the world - the state is exploring
its conversion into methanol, biofu-
els and industrial materials. Invest-
ment targets of around ?5,000 crore
over the next three years aim to turn
bamboo into a driver of rural indus-
trialisation, linking sustainability
with livelihoods.

In tourism and hospitality, Assam
positioned itself as a destination
where ecology, culture and infra-
structure converge. With Kaziran-
ga and Manas national parks, the
river island of Majuli and a growing
circuit of eco-tourism destinations,
the state is targeting 210,000 crore in
tourism infrastructure investment.
The sector has the potential to gen-
erate over 50,000 direct and indirect
jobs, particularly benefiting local
communities through hospitality,
transport and cultural enterprises.

Building on domestic momentum

Assam’s Davos outreach did not
begin in isolation. It built upon the
momentum generated by the Ad-
vantage Assam 2.0 Investment and
Infrastructure Summit held in 2025,
which secured memoranda of un-
derstanding worth nearly ?5 lakh
crore. Importantly, around ?3 lakh
crore of these commitments are al-
ready moving into various stages of
implementation.

These include major road expan-
sion projects in North Assam, new
hydroelectric plants, industrial
parks and the establishment of a
dedicated skill development univer-

sity with the capacity to train over
5,000 youths annually. Such prog-
ress has helped address a common
scepticism surrounding investment
summits - that MoUs often remain
on paper. By showcasing projects
already under execution, Assam
strengthened its case that it can con-
vert intent into outcomes.

Geostrategic relevance and demo-
graphic advantage

Davos also provided Assam an op-
portunity to articulate its geostrate-
gic significance. As India’s gateway
to the Northeast and Southeast Asia,
the state occupies a critical logistical
position. The Brahmaputra river,
expanding national highway net-
works and inland waterways offer
multi-modal connectivity that can
support trade, manufacturing and
cross-border commerce.

This strategic location is com-
plemented by a demographic ad-
vantage. Over the next five years,
nearly three million young people
are expected to enter Assam’s work-
force. For investors, this represents
a sizeable labour pool that can be in-
tegrated into manufacturing, energy
and service sectors - provided skill-
ing and employment pathways are
aligned. Assam’s leadership used
this narrative to present the state as
both resource-rich and human-capi-
tal ready.

Aligning with global investment
priorities

Assam’s sectoral focus reflects a
conscious alignment with global cap-
ital flows. Renewable energy, semi-
conductors and sustainable tourism
are among the most sought-after
investment domains worldwide,
driven by climate commitments,
supply-chain diversification and
changing consumer preferences. By
positioning itself in these spaces,
Assam demonstrated strategic fore-
sight - connecting local strengths
such as natural resources and geog-
raphy with global technological and
environmental priorities.

Crucially, the state framed its
growth story within the language
of sustainability. Bamboo-based
industries, green energy projects
and eco-tourism were presented not
merely as revenue generators, but
as pathways to balanced develop-
ment that minimise ecological costs
while maximising social returns.

Inclusive growth as a central
theme

Beyond infrastructure and in-
dustry, Assam’s Davos narrative
emphasised inclusion. Workforce
development programmes aim to
train nearly 50,000 professionals

annually across renewable energy,
electronics, manufacturing and IT
sectors. Startup incubation centres
in Guwahati and Silchar are pro-
jected to nurture around 1,000 viable
ventures over the next three years,
creating a pipeline of local entrepre-

neurship.

This focus reflects an understand-
ing that growth measured only in
investment volumes can deepen
inequality if not accompanied by
skills, jobs and local participation.
Assam’s leadership sought to un-
derline that its development model
aims to uplift communities, not just
attract capital.

The implementation challenge

Yet, Davos also cast a spotlight
on Assam’s most critical challenge:
execution. Global forums generate
visibility, but their real value lies in
on-ground delivery. National expe-
rience suggests that only 60-70 per
cent of large MoUs translate into ful-
ly operational projects. For Assam,
the credibility of its global debut will
depend on whether factories become
functional, energy projects come on-
line, tourism circuits are complet-
ed and employment materialises at
scale.

This places a premium on gover-
nance, institutional coordination
and regulatory efficiency. Without
sustained follow-through, the prom-
ise of Davos risks remaining sym-
bolic rather than transformative.

Rewriting Assam’s narrative

Symbolism, however, still mat-
ters. For years, Assam’s image
has been shaped by crises and con-
straints. Davos offered a count-
er-narrative - of a state capable of
long-term planning, policy innova-
tion and confident global engage-
ment. The discourse shifted from
marginalisation to possibility, from
dependency to strategic agency.

Assam’s economic ambitions are
undeniably bold. By 2030, the state
aims to double its GSDP, create
over 200,000 new jobs across manu-
facturing, energy and tourism, and
establish itself as a regional hub
for high-technology investment.
Achieving these targets would not
only transform Assam’s economy,
but also reduce regional dispari-
ties and strengthen India’s eastern
growth corridor.

From global ??? to local impact

Ultimately, the true test of As-
sam’s Davos moment will not be
measured in speeches or Alpine
photographs. It will be measured
in villages and towns across the
state - in whether young people find
meaningful employment, whether
infrastructure upgrades reach rural
areas, and whether growth becomes
resilient and inclusive.

Assam’s entry onto the global
stage is a milestone, not a destina-
tion. It represents ambition ground-
ed in data, optimism tempered by
responsibility, and a recognition
that global engagement must trans-
late into local prosperity.

By combining strategic sectoral
focus, fiscal discipline, human cap-
ital investment and infrastructur-
al expansion, Assam has signalled
that it is ready to move from the
margins to the mainstream of In-
dia’s growth story. Davos was both
a declaration of intent and a blue-
print for the coming decade. The
real victory will lie in converting
that intent into sustained, equita-
ble and visible transformation - en-
suring that Assam’s global moment
delivers lasting benefits at home.
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rtheast India is often

talked about as a far

corner of the country.

A place seen from far

away. Many people

know little about it.
Some only know the names of states.
Some know nothing at all. This is
unfair. The Northeast is not a side
note. It is a core part of India’s past,
present, and future.

The region has eight states. As-
sam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Tripura, and Sikkim. Each one is
different. Different land. Different
people. Different stories. Yet they are
tied together by history, culture, and
shared struggles.

First, geography. The Northeast is
India’s gateway to Southeast Asia. It
shares borders with Bhutan, China,
Myanmar, and Bangladesh. This
makes it very important. Not just for
maps. But for trade, travel, and secu-
rity. Roads, railways, and rivers here
connect India to the larger Asian
world. If India wants to look east, the
Northeast is the door.

Rivers shape this land. The Brah-
maputra is not just a river. It is life.
It feeds farms. It carries boats. It
shapes towns and villages. It also
brings floods. People here live with
nature closely. They respect it. They
fear it too. This deep bond with land
is something modern India can learn
from.

The Northeast is rich in natural
resources. Oil, gas, coal, limestone,
forests, and water. But more than
that, it has clean air, green hills, and
vast biodiversity. Rare plants. Rare
animals. Some found nowhere else in
the world. In a time of climate worry,
this region matters a lot. It can teach
balance. How to live without destroy-
ing everything.

Culture is another big strength.
The Northeast is one of the most
diverse parts of India. Hundreds of
tribes. Many languages. Many faiths.
Music, dance, food, dress. All unique.
Yet there is harmony in daily life.

People grow up respecting difference.

This is real unity. Not forced. Not
loud.
Festivals here are not just events.

They are living traditions. Bihu

in Assam. Hornbill in Nagaland.
Losar in Sikkim. Chapchar Kut in
Mizoram. These festivals show joy,
history, and community. They re-
mind us that India is not one colour.
It is many colours together.

The region also has a strong sport-
ing spirit. Football fields fill up in
small towns. Boxing rings produce
champions. Archery, weightlifting,

athletics. The Northeast has given In-

dia many national and international
players. Sports here are not luxury.
They are part of life.

But the story is not only bright.
The Northeast has faced neglect for
decades. Poor roads. Slow develop-
ment. Limited jobs. Long conflicts.
Many young people feel left out of the
national dream. This pain is real. It
must be acknowledged.

Insurgency and unrest did not
come from nowhere. They grew from
broken promises and lack of trust.

In recent years, things are changing.
Peace talks. New projects. Better
links. More attention. But trust takes
time. Development must be honest.

Not just big announcements.

Education is growing. Universities,
institutes, and schools are coming up.
Young writers, filmmakers, musi-
cians, and entrepreneurs are rising.
They tell their own stories now. On
their own terms.

This is important. The Northeast
does not want sympathy. It wants
respect and space.

The region also plays a key role in
India’s Act East Policy. Trade with
ASEAN countries depends on strong
Northeast connectivity. Border towns
can become hubs of business and
culture. This can change local lives. If
done carefully.

Most of all, the Northeast matters
because of its people. Warm, resilient,
proud. They carry heavy histories
but still smile easily. They protect
identity while welcoming others.
This balance is rare.

India cannot be complete without
the Northeast. Not in spirit. Not in
strength. Not in future plans. The
region is not distant. It is central. We
just need to look again Look closer.
And listen better.
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