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IMPHAL

Manipur marked its 55th Statehood
Day on Wednesday with a grand
state-level celebration at the 1st
Manipur Rifles Parade Ground in
Imphal, emphasising civic responsi-
bility, development, and the state’s
rich cultural heritage.

Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla, ad-
dressing the gathering, underlined
the importance of conscientious and
law-abiding citizenship, calling cit-
izens the greatest asset of any state.
“It is the duty of every individual to
respect the Constitution, uphold the
rule of law, and contribute meaning-
fully to society,” he said. Highlight-
ing recent progress, the Governor
pointed to several flagship projects
inaugurated during Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s recent visit to the
state, reflecting sustained efforts
toward development and public wel-
fare.

The celebrations brought together

senior state officials, police and secu-
rity personnel, students, and mem-
bers of the public. Ceremonial events
included a parade, march past, and
cultural performances showcasing
Manipur’s artistic heritage and its
journey since attaining full statehood
in 1972. A total of 22 parade contin-
gents participated in the march past,
led by Parade Commander Ningthou-
jam Mandhunimai Singh, MPS.
Officers were also honoured with
Certificates of Commendation and
Appreciation for outstanding service
and performance.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
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Guv Highlights Dutiful Citizenship,
PM Modi Reaffirms Support

extended warm greetings to the peo-
ple of Manipur, commending the
state’s cultural, artistic, and sporting
contributions. In a message to Gov-
ernor Bhalla, he praised Manipur’s
emphasis on women empowerment,
environmental stewardship, and
sustainable living, noting that the
state has enriched India’s national
fabric for centuries.Emphasising
the Centre’s focus on the Northeast,
Modi said the government’s “Act
East, Act Fast” approach since 2014
has accelerated development across
sectors, with a substantial increase
in Central assistance to Manipur. He
saluted the people for their courage
and unwavering faith in peace and
progress, assuring continued support
for the state’s development journey.

Manipur attained full statehood
on January 21, 1972, and the day is ob-
served annually to commemorate the
historic milestone, celebrating the
state’s unique identity and its contri-
butions to nation-building.

words become meaningless.
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Assam has become
“India’s fastest-growing
state”:Himanta

GUWAHATI

Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma announced on
Wednesday that the state has emerged as the fast-
est-growing economy in India, with a 13% growth
rate. Leading the first-ever delegation from the state
to the World Economic Forum, the Chief Minister
said that Assam is now ready to partner with global
investors to build a modern future. Highlighting the
state’s new economic confidence, Himanta Biswa
Sarma said, “India is going to be the third largest
economy under the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, and Assam has become the fastest
growing economy and grown 13 per cent in the last 5
years” Earlier, the Assam Chief Minister highlight-
ed the state’s efforts to prepare its workforce for an
increasingly automated and Al-driven future, citing
skill development and industry-aligned training as
key focus areas. In a post on X, the Chief Minister
said that Assam, with its young demographic profile,
is redefining workforce training by embedding in-
dustry-friendly curricula through initiatives such as
the Assam Skill Development University. He noted
that the state is developing strong use cases to adapt
to technological transformation, including hosting
one of the world’s most digitally advanced manufac-
turing facilities.

“On Day 2 of the World Economic Forum, I had
the privilege to share how Assam is preparing its
workforce for an increasingly automated and Al-en-
abled environment. Given our young demography,
Assam is rewriting the training playbook. The As-
sam Skill Development University, along with other
initiatives, is embedding industry-friendly curricula
and programmes at the heart of our efforts.

WHO SAID WHAT

~ “Before yesterday, the
number stood at 68.
However, yesterday itself,
that figure did not hit 69,
but jumped straight to 70,
once during his opening
statement at the White
House press conference,

‘N and later during the Q&A
session,”

Jairam Ramesh
Congress leader

78-Year-Old Woman
Murdered Inside Imphal

West Home,
Shocks

IMPHAL

A 78-year-old woman was found bru-
tally murdered inside her residence in
Manipur’s Imphal West district, trig-
gering shock, anger and renewed con-
cerns over the safety of elderly citizens
living alone, police said.

The gruesome crime came to light
on the afternoon of January 19 when
the body of the victim was discovered
hidden under a bed and wrapped in
clothes at Singjamei Oinam Thingel.
The deceased has been identified as Oi-
nam (ningol) Thoibi Devi, also known
as Pishakcha, a resident of the locality.

According to family members,
Thoibi Devi had been missing from
her home and the neighbourhood since
Saturday, raising concern among rela-
tives and neighbours. Her younger sis-
ter, Oinam Bimola, said the family was
alerted after locals reported that the
elderly woman had not been seen for
an entire day. Residents subsequently

Brutal Killing
Locality

checked the house, where they made
the horrific discovery.

A team from Singjamei Police Sta-
tion, accompanied by forensic experts,
rushed to the spot and conducted an in-
quest in the presence of an Executive
Magistrate of Imphal West district.
Preliminary findings revealed signs
of extreme violence, with the victim
reportedly sustaining multiple stab
wounds on her face and body. Police
said her throat had been slit and fin-
gers of her right hand severed, indicat-
ing a brutal and premeditated attack.

Following the inquest, the body
was shifted to the Regional Institute
of Medical Sciences (RIMS) morgue
for post-mortem examination to deter-
mine the exact cause and time of death.
Police have registered a case of mur-
der and launched a detailed investiga-
tion to identify and apprehend those
involved.

The killing has sparked widespread
outrage in the area. An emergency
meeting of local residents was held at
the premises of Eikhoigee Club, Oin-
am Thingel, where community mem-
bers strongly condemned the crime.
The meeting resolved to form a Joint
Action Committee (JAC), named the
Joint Action Committee Against Bru-
tal Killing of Oinam (ningol) Thoibi
alias Pishakcha, to press for swift jus-
tice.

Residents also adopted a resolution
demanding strict action against the
perpetrator(s), including expulsion
from the locality once those responsi-
ble are identified, reflecting the depth
of anger and fear triggered by the inci-
dent.

Security Forces

Neutralise Three

IEDs Near Indo-

Myanmar Border
in Manipur

IMPHAL

Security forces in Manipur on Jan-
uary 19 successfully defused three
improvised explosive devices (IEDs
along the Indo-Myanmar border, offi-
cials said, averting a potential threat
to both security personnel and civil-
ian movement in the sensitive fron-
tier region.

The IEDs were detected and safely
destroyed in situ during an intensive
area domination and sanitisation
operation carried out near Border
Pillars 72 and 73. The operation was
launched as part of heightened vigi-
lance along the international border.

Officials said security personnel
conducted a systematic sweep of the
area, leading to the recovery of the ex-
plosive devices concealed within the
border zone. The timely detection and
neutralisation of the IEDs prevented
any possible sabotage or casualties,
they added.

According to security agencies,
the operation forms part of sustained
efforts to curb cross-border infiltra-
tion and prevent subversive activities
in the strategically important region.

Surveillance and patrolling along
the Indo-Myanmar border have since
been further intensified to maintain
stability and thwart any attempts to
disrupt peace, officials said.

a
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NSCN (I-M) Warns
Reducing Naga Issue to
‘Domestic Problem’ Could
Jeopardise Peace

DIMAPUR

The National Socialist Council of
Nagalim (Isak-Muivah) [NSCN (I-
M)] on Tuesday alleged that a lack
of political will and sincerity among
Indian leaders, coupled with repeat-
ed attempts to frame the Indo-Naga
political issue as a domestic matter,
is threatening efforts to achieve an
honourable and lasting settlement.
In an official statement, the
NSCN (I-M) stressed that political
dialogue between Indian and Naga
leaders has been ongoing as two
distinct entities for nearly three
decades. The group criticised the
use of labels such as “insurgents,”
“rebels,” “terrorists,” and “seces-
sionists,” saying such terminology
does not address the core issues
and only reflects “immaturity
and double standards” among In-
dian authorities.Reiterating its
long-standing position, the organi-
sation described the Naga situation
as stemming from the “invasion and

forced occupation of Nagalim by In-
dia and Myanmar,” adding that the
question of secession is irrelevant
because there was no consensual
union in the first place. The NSCN
(I-M) also condemned past accords
it described as “bogus” and warned
against repeating previous mis-
takes in the peace process.The state-
ment recalled that key demands,
including recognition of a separate
Naga national flag and a Naga con-
stitution, remain non-negotiable.
It emphasised that any agreements
signed with other Naga factions out-
side the NSCN (I-M) would not be
recognised, and insisted that future
talks should take place at the high-
est level, ideally in a neutral third
country.According to the group,
these demands are essential to en-
sure an honourable and durable set-
tlement that respects Naga identity,
symbols, and political rights, high-
lighting the need for genuine and
unconditional dialogue in ongoing
peace negotiations.

Amit Shah to visit Assam on
Jan 30, lay foundation of
Dibrugarh’s 2nd Assembly

DIBRUGARH

nion Home Minister Amit Shah is
set to visit Assam on January 30,
barely a month after his previous
trip to the state, during which he
inaugurated major infrastructure
projects. The visit, confirmed by
State Housing and Urban Affairs
Minister Pijush Hazarika, will in-
clude laying the foundation stone
of Assam’s second Legislative As-
sembly complex in Dibrugarh and
inaugurating 14 ponds and reser-
voirs designed for flood mitigation.

Speaking to the press while re-
viewing preparations, Hazarika
noted the strategic importance of
the visit in light of the state govern-
ment’s plan to develop Dibrugarh
as Assam’s second capital. “Since
the Chief Minister has designated
Dibrugarh as the second capital,
a second Assembly complex is
required,” he said. In addition to
the Assembly building, the phased
development plan includes con-
struction of a ministers’ colony,
an MLA colony, and the Speaker’s
residence.

Shah is also expected to address
a public meeting in Dibrugarh,
with officials estimating atten-
dance could reach around one lakh
people.

On the flood mitigation front,
Hazarika recalled a proposal by
the Home Minister nearly two
years ago to construct ponds and
reservoirs to manage recurring
floods in Assam. “After detailed
departmental studies, it was found
that creating large ponds or reser-
voirs to store excess water can help
reduce the Brahmaputra’s water
level. The stored water can later be
used for irrigation,” he said.

For the initial phase, 14 ponds
and reservoirs have been approved
at a cost of just under Rs 7 crore,
with construction planned in dis-
tricts including Dibrugarh, Sadi-
ya, and Jorhat. Shah is scheduled
to inaugurate these projects on the
same day. The initiative follows
Shah’s 2024 proposal to establish 50
large ponds across the Northeast,
part of a broader strategy to tack-
le flooding in the region, though
some experts have suggested that
restoration of existing water bod-
ies could be a more effective ap-
proach.

Shah’s last visit to Assam on
December 29, 2025, saw the inau-
guration of several major projects,
including the Jyoti-Bishnu Antar-
jatik Kala Mandir, a new Police
Commissionerate building, and an
integrated command and control
centre aimed at strengthening ur-
ban security.

Rare ‘Ghost Orchid’ Rediscovered

in Meghalaya After 175 Years

GUWAHATI

A rare, leafless orchid species last docu-
mented during the British colonial era
has been rediscovered in Meghalaya’s
Khasi Hills after a gap of 175 years, mark-
ing the oldest recorded plant rediscovery
in the state and highlighting the fragile
biodiversity of Northeast India.

The orchid, Chamaegastrodia vagi-
nata-commonly referred to as a “ghost
orchid”-was rediscovered by researchers
Yalatoor Mahesh, Rikertre Lytan and Ra-
malingam Kottaimuthu of the Botanical
Survey of India (BSI), Eastern Regional
Centre, Shillong. The discovery was made
during botanical field surveys conducted
under the project Parasitic Angiosperms
of Meghalaya and has been published in
the scientific journal Vegetos.

The species was located at Lawsohtun
in Upper Shillong, with its identity con-
firmed through detailed comparison with
historical botanical descriptions and type
specimens preserved at the Royal Botan-
ic Gardens, Kew.

Chamaegastrodia vaginata was first
collected in 1850 from Mamloo in the Kha-
si Hills by renowned botanists J.D. Hook-

er and Thomas Thomson. Since then, it
had not been recorded in India, leading
botanists to believe the species may have
disappeared from the region.

Unlike most plants, the orchid is leaf-
less and lacks chlorophyll, making it in-
capable of photosynthesis. Instead, it sur-
vives through mycoheterotrophy-a rare
ecological strategy in which the plant de-
rives nutrients from underground fungi
associated with decaying organic matter
in forest soils.

Researchers said this unusual lifestyle
makes the species extremely vulnerable
to habitat disturbance, as it depends on
intact forest floors and stable microhab-
itats. Its small size and brief flowering pe-
riod further increase the likelihood of it
being overlooked during routine surveys.

The rediscovery, while confirming the
orchid’s continued survival in Northeast
India, has also raised serious conserva-
tion concerns. Fewer than 25 mature in-
dividuals were recorded, all confined to
an area of less than 20 square metres.

Based on its highly restricted distri-
bution and small population size, the
species has been provisionally assessed
as Critically Endangered in India. At

present, Meghalaya is the only state in
the country where the orchid is known to
survive.

The orchid was found growing at ele-
vations between 1,500 and 1,650 metres in
damp, disturbed evergreen broad-leaved
forests, under the canopy of tree species
such as Pinus kesiya, Castanopsis, Schi-
ma wallichii and Litsea. Similar forest
types also occur in parts of neighbouring
Assam.

Researchers warned that urban ex-
pansion, habitat degradation and un-
regulated tourism in and around Upper
Shillong pose direct threats to the fragile
population. Even minor changes to soil
structure or forest canopy could lead to
the local extinction of the species.

Globally, Chamaegastrodia vagina-
ta is known only from India and China,
making the eastern Himalaya-Indo-Bur-
ma region a critical stronghold for its
survival.

“Given the extremely limited num-
ber of individuals, this species warrants
urgent conservation measures. Its fu-
ture survival depends on the continued
protection of its existing habitat,” the re-
searchers said.

Sikkim wildfire near
Indo-China border
prqught under control

i
GANGTOK
A massive wildfire that broke
out near Kupup village in East
Sikkim, close to the Indo-China
border, was successfully con-
tained on Wednesday following
a coordinated operation by the
Indian Army, local residents,
and the civil administration. No
casualties have been reported.

The blaze, which ignited on
January 20 near the “Zero Line,”
raised immediate security con-
cerns due to its proximity to key
military installations along the
border. Local witnesses report-
ed that the fire spread rapidly
across the rugged, high-altitude
terrain, fuelled by strong winds
and an ongoing dry spell. Loud
explosions were reportedly
heard at the site, adding to the
urgency of the response.
Officials said that swift and

coordinated efforts by security
forces and villagers prevented
the fire from reaching inhabited
areas or critical infrastructure.
The Army attributed the surge
in forest fires in the region to ab-
normally dry foliage and heavy
winds. The incident came short-
ly after a similar fire on January
18 at Thambi View Point near
the Nathula border.

Despite the challenging ter-
rain and rapidly moving flames,
authorities confirmed that the
fire was contained without any
loss of life or property damage.
The successful operation was
credited to the vigilance of bor-
der personnel and prompt coop-
eration from local communities.

Officials have cautioned that
the prevailing dry weather con-
tinues to pose risks in Sikkim’s
sensitive Himalayan region,
where forest fires are common
during the winter season.

The containment highlights
the importance of preparedness
and joint civil-military efforts
in managing emergencies along
strategic border areas.
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Growth plan:
CAPEX, JOBS,
SOCIAL SPEND

omestic and international observers ac-

knowledge India’s medium-term economic

prospects. FY27 is shaping up to be one of the

strongest years for economic activity since

FY19, at least according to high-frequency

data. Policy actions during FY26 have driven
this momentum and laid a foundation for growth.

An illustration is public capital expenditure. After a
slowdown in FY25, government capex rebounded in FY26.
Year-to-date, capital expenditure is 25 percent higher than
the period last year, while revenue expenditure has grown
by less than 2 percent. This divergence highlights the gov-
ernment’s preference for investment-led growth, prioritis-
ing projects with financial returns, such as urban mobility,
highways, airports, shipyards, and port infrastructure. The
expansion of operational metro rail networks, the pace of
highway construction, capacity additions at airports, and
improvements in turnaround times at major seaports are
documented.

In contrast, revenue expenditure—comprising subsidies
and welfare spending—has been restrained. While such
spending delivers societal returns, these benefits materi-
alise over a longer horizon. For now, the government pri-
oritises the creation of return-generating assets to revive
economic momentum, even if early gains accrue unevenly
across sections of the population.

It’s a bet. India’s growth strategy needs a ‘dual engine’
approach—capex for immediate momentum, social invest-
ment for long-term inclusivity. The external environment
and India’s capital supply make this challenging. Elevated
interest rates and interest payments could burden the ex-
chequer, manifesting in vicious cycles that impact growth.
Yet this shift may be pragmatic, but only if it is paired with
an assurance. Societal and developmental expenditure must
scale up once global conditions stabilise and fiscal space im-
proves for a government operating under a perennial deficit.
There is a risk of entrenching a K-shaped growth trajectory.
Large sections of the population—particularly in Aspira-
tional Districts and parts of eastern India—may remain ex-
cluded from the gains of growth.

A comparative assessment of macroeconomic indicators
over the past year underscores the economy’s resilience. Re-
tail inflation has declined by 390 basis points, driven by a cor-
rection in food prices, which have fallen by over 1,000 basis
points since December 2024. This moderation has not come
at the expense of farm incomes, as prices had risen from an
exceptionally high base; annualised price growth for farm
output has remained buoyant at 5 percent or higher.

Urban consumption sentiment has staged a recovery af-
ter a prolonged slowdown. The downturn began even before
the pandemic in 2019. The Reserve Bank of India’s Consum-
er Confidence Index—which captures households’ willing-
ness to spend—is now at a six-year high. This improvement
is reflected in indicators of discretionary spending, such as
passenger vehicle sales. Demand for entry-level cars has re-
vived, and Bollywood box-office collections have reached a
three-year high so far in FY26.

Consumption remains a pillar of India’s growth model,
accounting for 60 percent of the national income. India’s
domestic consumption base has historically acted as an eco-
nomic ‘iron dome’ during global stress. This resilience was
seen during the Asian Financial Crisis, the Global Finan-
cial Crisis or the taper tantrum. That buffer appears active
again, even as global trade dynamics shift.

The blemish in an otherwise resilient macro backdrop
has been the depreciation of the Indian rupee against the
US dollar. This has occurred despite record-high foreign
exchange reserves and a comfortable current account posi-
tion. At this point, geopolitical considerations seem to drive
the rupee’s weakness more than economic fundamentals.

The rupee could regain some lost ground once a trade
agreement with the United States materialises. Foreign
investors may also regain confidence in Indian markets.
Foreign investor risk appetite towards India appears con-
strained by strains in India-US relations. A trade deal could
resolve this uncertainty.

The Finance Minister will present her ninth consecutive
Union Budget against this backdrop. Like recent budgets,
this one may prioritise public capex while trying to rein in
revenue expenditure to control the fiscal deficit. Reducing
public debt as a share of GDP is a constitutional responsibili-
ty, with positive spillovers for private investment and access
to cheaper capital. India’s sovereign rating upgrade from
BBB- to BBB earlier in FY26 is conditional on sustained
fiscal consolidation—especially as major economies, includ-
ing the US, face rating pressures due to rising debt levels.

Emphasis on public capex in FY27 could catalyse the
recovery in private investment that began in mid-F'Y26, sup-
portingjob creation—particularly in manufacturing sectors
capable of absorbing India’s semi-skilled workforce. By my
estimates, domestic private investment announcements
rose by 25 percent year-on-year in FY26, with nearly ?5 lakh
crore worth of stalled projects recommissioned, compared
to ?2 lakh crore in the previous year. FY27 could carry for-
ward this corporate confidence, especially as domestic de-
mand continues to strengthen.

FY27 could mark a shift towards broader regulatory eas-
ing aimed at lowering capital costs and stimulating private
investment. Large-ticket consumer sectors—such as auto-
mobiles and housing—are likely to benefit as employment
conditions improve and household cash flows strengthen.
Gold prices may not see a correction in the near term, at
least until the US mid-term elections.

To conclude, I align with the policy strategy of empow-
ering corporate India. Catalysts include public capital
expenditure, production-linked incentives, MSME credit
guarantees and regulatory easing. A healthy private sector
is needed to generate the scale of employment required for
India to transition into a middle-income economy.

Leveraging India’s demographic dividend is the need of
the hour. While the country rightly takes pride in its large
youth population—comparable to the entire US popula-
tion—it also faces one of the highest levels of youth un-
employment. This challenge has intensified each year.
Investments in social development will yield a more pro-
ductive workforce over the next decade or two. Still, the
immediate imperative for a capital-deficient economy
like India is job creation.

“Where there is no struggle,
there is no strength.”

—QOprah Winfrey

BJP-SENA BMC
VICTORY CHURNINGS

| K] d
he BJP-Sena alliance
has ended the Thacker-
ay family’s 25-year con-
trol, since 1977 of the
country’s richest civic
body, Brihanmumbai
Municipal  Corpora-
tion, winning a major-
ity with 118 out of 227 seats. Attention
now turns to who will be Mayor, as
political maneuvering continues. Hav-
ing secured a clear majority with 118
of 227 seats (BJP 89 seats, Shinde-led
Sena 29), the drama appears to be far
from over. The Shiv Sena-UBT-Maha-
rashtra Navnirman Sena-NCP-Sha-
radchandra Pawar alliance managed
to win 72 seats, with Uddhav Thacker-
ay team winning 65 seats, giving him
hope to install his mayor in Mumbai!
Illusional says Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis, credited for the victo-
ry and affirms ‘it will be a Mahayuti
Mayor.” However, eyebrows are being
raised with partner Eknath Shinde-led
SS shifting its corporators in Mumbai
to a luxury hotel, with reasons ‘they
can refresh’ themselves after a hectic
poll season or to undergo “orienta-
tion” course. But the question upper-
most is whether it’s an opportunity for
Shinde to seek his pound of flesh and
insist on a ‘Marathi’ Mayor. Indeed,
the battle is not over yet!

Uncertainty hangs on another
front. The Pawars which fought the
polls together have been stumped by
the BJP’s victory in their bastion,
Pune and Pimpri Chichwad. In Pune
BJP won 119 seats, the NCP came a
distant second with 27 seats, while its
ally, NCP (SP), won only three, with
Congress bagging 15 seats; in Pimpri
the BJP bagged 84 seats of 128. The
Pawars are to mull over the outcome.
This apart, the two will need to de-
cide whether to fight the upcoming
Zilla Parishad elections together? Ajit
Pawar, deputy CM, congratulated his
partner in the Mahayuti, the BJP and
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis,
for its performance. Said he, the take-
away from this defeat ‘is not to get

discouraged but to continue working.’
The results represent a significant
blow to Ajit Pawar’s individual politi-
cal standing in western Maharashtra.
In fact, the defeat in these civic polls is
being viewed as a critical signal ahead
of the 2029 state Assembly elections,
indicating a shifting dynamics within
the Mahayuti alliance.
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WB Stirring

Mamata Banerjee’s West Bengal
has been hitting headlines this past
week. One, Prime Minister Modi set-
ting the tone for upcoming Assembly
elections. Two, the high drama over
political consultancy firm I-PAC ED
raids before the polls. On Saturday,
Modi addressed a mega rally in Malda,
wherein he flagged cross-border infil-
tration as a key issue, alleging it had al-
tered the state’s demographic balance
and fuelled riots, plus TMC’s ‘thug-
gery’ and its ‘politics of threatening
the poor’ would soon come to an end.
Said he: Bengal ‘is surrounded by BJP
governments that stand for good gov-
ernance. Now it’s time for good gover-
nance in Bengal too.” He addressed an-
other rally in Singur. Meanwhile, the
ED raids on I-PAC have unleashed a
high-pitched political drama, reaching
the Supreme Court. On Saturday, at a
function to inaugurate a new building
of Jalpaiguri Circuit Bench of Calcut-
ta HC, Mamata reached out to CJI Jus-
tice Surya Kant to protect the Consti-
tution, democracy and judiciary as the
people were being wrongly targeted
by ‘agencies’. This presumably after
the top court viewed her government’s
obstruction of ED officials as ‘a serious
issue’; stayed FIRs against ED officials
and issued notice to the government.
It also expressed displeasure over cha-
os before Calcutta HC saying ‘We are
very much disturbed... Today it is this
HC, tomorrow it may be some other
HC. The matter is listed for February
3. ]_21;1}# g¥1as alot on her plate to handle.

DMK-Cong TN Alliance?
Speculation is rife over DMK-Con-

= . 1
gress alliance for the ensuing Assem-
bly elections. The past few weeks have
seen rising tensions between the two
partners over Congress demanding
more number of seats, 40-50, signifi-
cantly higher than the 25 it contested
in 2021, and power sharing as current-
ly no DMK ally holds a ministerial
portfolio. For a party that has long ac-
cepted a junior-partner status in TN,
the sudden assertiveness marks a clear
departure from its earlier submissive
approach. Worse, matters get further
complicated as Praveen Chakravar-
thy, Congress’ data analytics head and
a known confidant of Rahul Gandhi
meets with TVK leader Vijay at his
residence. In the backdrop there are
hints even from TVK quarters of a pos-
sible alliance with the Congress! This
apart, Chakravarthy’s recent post on
X about the state’s worsening debt
position under the DMK government,
has ruffled feathers. He claimed the
state’s outstanding debt is now higher
than Uttar Pradesh’s and the situation
was ‘alarming’. The timing raises eye-
brows as DMK leader Kanimozhi has
claimed that the Stalin government
had transformed a debt-burdened TN
into a developed and growth-oriented
State. Clearly, DMK cadres are upset
over Congress actions as they see it as
breaching coalition discipline. Howev-
er, the state Congress insists all is well
and that talks with the DMK are on
track and the alliance remains intact.
Time will tell.
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Rajasthan SIR Row

A political row is brewing in Rajas-
than following a video of a distressed
Booth Level Officer (BLO) alleging
political pressure to delete 450 voters
during the ongoing SIR. The Congress
has seized the opportunity and hit out
at the ruling BJP for orchestrating
‘mass voter deletions’. Apparently, re-
ports are emerging from Jodhpur and
Alwar among other districts wherein
names of several Congress workers
have been allegedly removed from

electoral rolls and objections suddenly
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OVER MAYOR POST?

being filed against 1,397 voters. Worse,
most of the affected voters reportedly
belong to Muslim community. In its
response, the Congress has staged pro-
tests in several districts, and submit-
ted memorandums to DCs and SDMs,
and State CEO alleging a conspiracy to
target voters with Congress leanings.
Interestingly, alleged targeting of Con-
gress takes another form. On Tuesday
last, a BJP leader and former minister,
Mahenddrajeet Malyia who signalled
areturn to the Congress was raided by
the anti-corruption Bureau. He is said
to have been upset with the govern-
ment’s functioning. The raid and the
deletions of voters are bound to have
a chilling effect. There can be no two

DIGITAL WAR OF WORDS

“... The part of military
power that has come

in handy, or which has
delivered what was
required to be delivered,
is air power. It is very
important that we

focus on this part of

the military if we want
to be a force to reckon
with. Whether it is
getting people out of the
conflict zone, whether

it is to give a blow to
terrorist infrastructure
and their perpetrators,
or whether it is attacking
bases in Pakistan in a
matter of a few hours to
send a signal that enough
is enough and bring
them to their knees. It
was the air power which
did the trick, and that
has to be remembered,”

AP Singh
Air Force Chief Air Chief
Marshal

opinions.

* % %k

UP’s Stray Dogs Feat

Uttar Pradesh can boast of a success
story. More so, as its none other than
the Supreme Court making a mention
of it in the last six months. Over 1 lakh
stray dogs have been sterilised and
vaccinated since 2019 resulting in sta-
bilisation of stray dog population and
reduction in human-dog conflicts. It’s
called the ‘Lucknow model’. Recall, on
stray dogs the Supreme Court had in
August last ordered that while dogs
would still be picked up, they will be
released back upon sterilisation and
immunisation. The UP government
acted with alacrity. In a public-private
partnership, the Lucknow Corpora-
tion and Human world for Animals
India, got cracking and sterilised since
2019 over one lakh dogs of 1.35 lakhs,
achieving coverage of 84%. The work
is on two planks: Animal Birth Control
(ABC) and community engaged. So,
other than just sterilisation of stray
dogs, Lucknow is placing equal weight
on changing human behaviour. These
include training and awareness ses-
sions on how to engage with dogs, un-
derstand their body language when
and when not to approach them and
what and how to feed them. Guess, the
pioneering work should have takers in
other States, struggling with the men-
ace of stray and dogs bites.
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At WEF Davos, Assam targets Rs 1 lakh crore
MoUs to boost green energy and economy

GUWAHATI

Assam is set to sign Memorandums of Un-

derstanding (MoUs) worth Rs 1 lakh crore
during the ongoing World Economic Fo-
rum (WEF) annual meeting in Davos, the
Chief Minister’s Office stated on Tuesday.
The agreements are expected to enhance
economic growth, generate employment,
and strengthen allied sectors in the state.

The CMO noted that Assam had al-
ready secured MoUs worth Rs 5 lakh
crore during the Advantage Assam 2.0
investment summit. The additional MoUs
at Davos will focus particularly on green
energy and emerging energy sectors,
while also highlighting India’s investment
potential to a global audience and reinforc-
ing the country’s brand value.

Speaking to the press on the second day
of his visit, Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma said Assam has positioned itself as
a reliable destination for investors and a
key pillar of India’s Act East Policy. “We
invite the global community to explore the

Assam Rifles
Seize Rs 39
Crore Yaba

opportunities Assam has to offer,” he said.

ECI announces schedule for
Special Short Revision of electoral
roll for Dharmanagar By-Election

Earlier, Sarma participated in a panel dis-

deadline to Ja

cussion titled “Securing a Future-Ready
Workforce for the Next Industrial Era”, at-
tended by governors from Oklahoma and
Michigan, France’s Minister Delegate,
WEF Managing Director Kiva Allgood,
and delegates from several other coun-
tries. Highlighting Assam’s skill develop-
ment initiatives, he said economic growth
must be “fast but fair, advanced but ac-
cessible” and stressed that the state is re-
structuring its skilling framework to align
with emerging industry demands.“Given
our young demography, Assam is rewrit-
ing the training playbook. The Assam
Skill Development University, along with
other initiatives, is embedding indus-
try-friendly curricula and programmes at
the heart of our efforts,” Sarma noted on
a microblogging platform.On Wednesday,
the Chief Minister is scheduled to address
asession on travel and tourism, hold bilat-
eral meetings, and engage with the media,
as part of efforts to further strengthen As-
sam’s global engagement and investment
partnerships.

Northeast Is ‘Land-Linked’,
Not Landlocked: Lalrinpuii

AIZAWL/BENGALURU

Mizoram Health Minister Lalrinpuii on
Monday said the Northeast should be de-
scribed as a “land-linked” region rather
than “landlocked”, asserting that rapid
improvements in connectivity and infra-
structure have significantly transformed
the region in recent years.

Addressing an international conference
on the Northeast at Christ University in
Bengaluru, the minister said the region is
now well connected to the rest of the coun-
try through a range of major infrastructure
initiatives. She highlighted the Gati Shak-
ti-AatmaNirbhar Bharat programme, the
Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport
Project and the Act East policy as key driv-
ers strengthening physical, economic and
strategic linkages between the Northeast
and neighbouring regions.

Quoting an official statement issued in
Aizawl, Lalrinpuii said advances in digital
infrastructure have further bridged long-
standing gaps. She noted that the expansion
of 4G and 5G services has enabled people
in remote parts of Mizoram and the wider
Northeast to access the same digital knowl-

edge, services and opportunities available
in major urban centres such as Bengaluru.

The minister also underlined the North-
east’s rich intellectual traditions and cul-
tural heritage, describing them as valuable
assets in the global knowledge economy.
She said indigenous knowledge systems,
including traditional medicine and the use
of medicinal herbs, are gaining increasing
global relevance and should be actively in-
tegrated into contemporary development
rather than being confined to museums.

Stressing the importance of sustainabil-
ity, Lalrinpuii said carbon credits and clean
energy should form the cornerstone of the
region’s future growth strategy. She added
that the Northeast is uniquely positioned
to emerge as a leader in environmentally
sustainable practices while maintaining a
balance between development and ecologi-
cal conservation.

Calling on young people to reshape the
narrative around the region, the minister
urged the use of the term “land-linked” to
reflect the Northeast’s evolving connectiv-
ity, growing confidence and expanding
role in India’s overall development tra-
jectory.

Assam Congress extends ticket application

Consignment
on NH-306 in

Cachar

B _ah

SILCHAR

Assam Rifles, in coordination
with the Directorate of Reve-
nue Intelligence (DRI), inter-
cepted a massive consignment
of yaba tablets worth Rs 39
crore on National Highway
306 in Cachar district, dealing
a significant blow to an inter-
state drug trafficking route.

Acting on specific intelli-
gence, security forces conduct-
ed a joint operation on Novem-
ber 20, 2025, stopping two Tata
trucks suspected of transport-
ing narcotics. The search led
to the recovery of 1,30,000 yaba
tablets.

Three men, all residents of
Tripura, were apprehended
during the operation. Officials
also seized two mobile phones
from the suspects to aid in the
ongoing investigation.

Authorities said the con-
signment was being moved
through the Cachar corridor, a
strategically sensitive stretch
connecting Assam to neigh-
bouring states and the wider
Northeast. Investigators are
working to trace the source of
the drugs and identify poten-
tial links to larger trafficking
networks.

The Assam Rifles high-
lighted that the seizure un-
derscores the continued use of
Assam’s highways by organ-
ised narcotics syndicates. The
force, which has intensified
surveillance and joint oper-
ations across the region, de-
scribed the action as a key step
in disrupting supply chains
operating through southern
Assam.

AGARTALA

The schedule for the special short
revision of the electoral roll in
connection with the upcoming
by-election to the 56-Dharmanagar
Assembly Constituency has been
officially published, as per the
directive of the Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI).

According to the schedule,
the draft electoral roll will be pub-
lished on Thursday. Copies of the
draft voter list will be made avail-
able for public inspection at all
designated locations, including
every polling station within the
56-Dharmanagar Assembly Con-
stituency, all Tehsil offices, the
office of the Electoral Registration
Officer (Divisional Magistrate),
and the office of the District Elec-
tion Officer (District Magistrate).

In addition, the draft electoral
roll will also be accessible on the
official website of the Chief Elec-
toral Officer, Tripura.

The draft electoral roll will be
published on January 22 (Thurs-
day). The period for filing claims

and objections will be from Janu-
ary 22 to February 12.

The time period for disposal of
claims and objections will be upto
Saturday, January 21, and the fi-
nal electoral roll will be published
on January 28.

In connection with the revi-
sion process, the Chief Electoral
Officer, Tripura, held a meeting
with representatives of all recog-
nised political parties on January
17. During the meeting, the CEO
briefed the political parties on the
revision schedule and appealed
for their cooperation to ensure a
smooth, transparent process.

The Election Department has
appealed to the general public to
actively participate in the revi-
sion exercise and ensure that the
names of all eligible voters are
correctly included in the electoral
roll for the base year January 1,
2026.

The department emphasised
that public cooperation is essen-
tial to maintaining an accurate,
error-free voter list ahead of the
by-election.

GUWAHATI

The Assam Pradesh Congress
Committee (APCC) on Tuesday
announced an extension of the last
date for submission of party tick-
et applications for the upcoming
Assam Assembly elections to Jan-
uary 28. The decision comes in re-
sponse to an unprecedented surge
of aspirants at the party headquar-
ters in Guwahati.

The extension was approved
under the direction of APCC pres-
ident Gaurav Gogoi, following se-
vere congestion at Rajiv Bhawan,
where aspirants and their support-
ers had formed long queues over
the past two days. Party officials
said the high turnout made move-
ment within the premises difficult
for staff and visitors.

Leader of Opposition Debabra-
ta Saikia submitted his application
on Tuesday, seeking the Congress
ticket from Nazira in Sivasagar
district. “To counter the BJP’s
anti-Constitution and anti-Assam
policies, the Congress and its allies
will contest all 126 Assembly con-

,')

stituencies and unite the people,”
Saikia stated.

According to party sources,
around 300 aspirants submitted
applications on Monday alone,
bringing the total number to over
600 by January 19. Among those

BJP’s ‘Double-Engine’ Rule in Assam Will
End with Himanta, Alleges Bhupesh Baghel

GUWAHAT
Senior Congress leader and for-
mer Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on Monday claimed
that the BJP’s much-touted “dou-
ble-engine government” in Assam
would come to an end with Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma,
accusing him of corruption, crony-
ism and misuse of power.
Addressing a press conference
here, Baghel said the Congress, along
with other like-minded opposition
parties, is preparing to contest the
upcoming Assam Assembly elections
in aunited manner. He asserted that
the fall of the BJP-led government
would also mark the end of what he
described as widespread corruption
and “gundagiri” in the state.
“Himanta Biswa Sarma is
responsible for the massive cor-
ruption and gundagiri in Assam,”
Baghel alleged. Citing election affi-

davits filed by the Chief Minister,
he claimed that Sarma’s assets had
grown sharply over the years, from
around Rs 17 crore in 2006 to nearly
Rs 187 crore by 2021.

Referring to earlier remarks
by Congress leader Rahul Gandhi,
Baghel recalled that Sarma had once
been described as the “most corrupt
chief minister” in the country. He
alleged that despite repeated accu-
sations, the Chief Minister contin-
ued to enjoy the BJP’s protection,
which he termed the party’s “wash-
ing machine,” and questioned how
Sarma had repeatedly “broken
records in corruption” while remain-
ing in power.

Baghel also pointed out that
Sarma had previously been asso-
ciated with the Congress and had
served as a minister before joining
the BJP in 2015. He said the people
of Assam would not tolerate what he

described as abuse of authority and
would give a decisive response in the
forthcoming elections.

On alliance-building, Baghel said
talks were underway with like-mind-
ed parties toforge a united opposition
front. Headded that Congress leaders
at the state and district levels were
coordinating efforts to strengthen
opposition unity ahead of the polls.

At the same press conference,
Assam Congress president Gaurav
Gogoi said the party was determined
to dislodge the BJP-led government
and form a broad-based coalition to
challenge the ruling alliance. He
claimed there was growing confu-
sion and discontent within the BJP
and its allies.

Gogoi alleged that the BJP had
earlier balanced leadership between
Himanta Biswa Sarma and former
Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal,
but said party workers were now

questioning the internal understand-
ing. He also pointed to a lack of clar-
ity over seat-sharing arrangements
between the BJP and the Asom Gana
Parishad, and referred to tensions
involving the Bodoland People’s
Front and the United People’s Party
Liberal.

The Congress leaders further
alleged that an “authoritarian
regime” led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah at the Centre
was being replicated in Assam. They
claimed corruption had increased
under the current government and
said the Congress would expose these
issues before the people.

Reiterating the party’s “Nava
Assam” vision, the Congress said it
would continue to mobilise public
opinion against the BJP-led govern-
ment in the run-up to the Assembly
elections.

United Opposition alliance inevitable in
Assam, says APCC chief Gaurav Gogoi

GUWAHATI

“Corruption of Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma is the major
issue for this election.
Earlier, the BJP had
also levelled corruption
charges against him but
later denied them after
he joined the party”.

voters were being removed from the electoral
rolls under instructions from the ruling party
and urged the Election Commission of India
to provide adequate opportunity for scrutiny
and claims.

Speaking at the event, senior Congress
leader and former Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel accused Chief
Minister Sarma of unprecedented corrup-
tion, which he said would mark the end
of the BJP’s “double-engine government”
in Assam and at the Centre. “Corruption
of Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
is the major issue for this election. Ear-
lier, the BJP had also levelled corruption

charges against him but later denied

them after he joined the party,” Baghel
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filing nominations were senior
leaders and former ministers in-
cluding Pranati Phukan, sitting
MLAs Wazed Ali Choudhury,
Pradip Sarkar and Abdul Baten
Khandkar, former MLA Rozlina
Tirkey, and party stalwarts such

apirant rush

“To counter the BJP’s
anti-Constitution and
anti-Assam policies, the
Congress and its allies
will contest all 126 As-
sembly constituencies
and unite the people,”

as Benu Nath, Gopal Sharma,
Utpal Gogoi, Deep Bayan, Ajay
Gogoi, and Manoranjan Burago-
hain. Youth leaders Pallavi Saikia,
Bidisha Neog, and Palakshi Das
also submitted their applications,
along with several other aspirants
including Ratul Kalita, Ratul Pato-
wary, Luit Kumar Barman, Kridip
Barman, Tanzil Hussain, Mohsin
Khan, and Jeherul Islam.

APCC officials said the influx of
applicants is expected to continue,
with more senior leaders and hun-
dreds of additional aspirants likely
to visit Rajiv Bhawan in the com-
ing days, highlighting the intense
interest within the party ahead of
the 2026 Assembly elections.

Mizoram’s Chapchar
Kut Festival to
Commence on Mar 9

AIZAWL

Mizoram’s iconic spring festival,
Chapchar Kut, one of the state’s
largest and most vibrant cultural
celebrations, will begin on March
9and continue for a week, officials
said on Tuesday.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the Spring Festivals
Organising Committee chaired
by Chief Minister Lalduhoma.
The celebrations will formally
open with Kut Rur on March 9.
As in previous years, the Central
Young Mizo Association (CYMA)
will prepare special T-shirts for
participants.

A series of cultural and exhibi-
tion events have been scheduled
as part of the festival. On March
10, exhibitions of handicrafts,
handloom textiles and traditional
artefacts will be organised, along
with a food court featuring Mizo
cuisine. A flower show is also slat-
ed for the same day.

Painting and photo exhibi-
tions, as well as a film screening,
will be held on March 11 at Van-
apa Hall and the Information and
Public Relations Department’s Li-
anchhiari Run (Hall) in Aizawl. In
addition, a living museum show-
casing traditional Mizo life will
be set up at Zokhua in Falkawn
village, about 15 km from the state
capital, on March 11 and 12.

The main Chapchar Kut cele-
bration will be held at Lammual

ground in Aizawl on March 13.
Chief Minister Lalduhoma will
attend the event as the Kut Pa (fa-
ther of the festival), while Art and
Culture Minister C Lalsawivunga
will serve as the Kut Thlengtu
(host of the celebrations).

Officials said a notable change
this year is that the traditional
bamboo barricade erected at the
venue to restrict entry will not
be put up. The organising com-
mittee has selected “Mizo Code
of Ethics: Peace” as the theme of
the festival. The Chief Minister’s
Trophy, carrying a cash prize of
Rs1lakh along with a citation and
memento, will also be presented
during the celebrations.Chapchar
Kut will be celebrated across Miz-
oram, marking the completion of
the most arduous phase of jhum
cultivation, when farmers finish
clearing forests and await the
sowing season. Historians trace
the origins of the festival to near-
ly 500 years ago in a village called
Suhpi in present-day Myanmar.
Although discouraged during the
early missionary period in the
late 19th century, the festival was
revived on a mass scale in 1973
and has since become an integral
part of Mizo cultural identity.

Officials said Chapchar Kut
continues to draw visitors from
across India and abroad, rein-
forcing its importance as a major
cultural and tourism event in the
state.
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president Gaurav Gogoi expressed confi-

Quest

Assam Pradesh Congress Committee (APCC)

dence that a pre-poll alliance among oppo-
sition parties in the upcoming Assam Leg-
islative Assembly elections is inevitable,
asserting that no force can prevent the for-
mation of a united front.

Courage is resistance to fear,
mastery of fear-not absence
of fear

Addressing a press conference at the
Manabendra Sharma Complex, Gogoi,
accompanied by senior observers appoint-
ed by the All India Congress Committee

(AICC) - Bhupesh Baghel and Bandhu
Tirkey - and other party leaders, said de-
liberations on the alliance are ongoing at
various levels. “It is conclusive that we
will form the alliance, and no factor can
deter us from this path,” he stated.

Gogoi alleged widespread corruption
under Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma and said that voters in Assam are seek-
ing a change in government. He pointed to
a growing rift between Sarma and former
Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal, al-
leging that Sarma has been attempting to
eliminate Sonowal from Assam’s political
landscape. “Now, one must criticize Sar-
bananda Sonowal to get close to Himanta
Biswa Sarma,” Gogoi claimed.

Raising concerns over electoral in-
tegrity, Gogoi also alleged that names of

said. He added that Congress leaders De-
babrata Saikia and Gaurav Gogoi will
spearhead the party’s campaign, with the
official election agenda to be announced
soon.Bandhu Tirkey emphasised pub-
lic frustration over what he termed the
“culture of corruption” under the cur-
rent state government, asserting that the
people of Assam would not give the BJP
a second chance. “In the election cam-
paign, we will highlight the misdeeds of
Himanta Biswa Sarma before the voters,”
Tirkey said.

The Congress leadership’s statements
underline its strategy to forge a broad-
based opposition alliance while focusing
on governance and corruption issues
as central themes for the 2026 Assembly
elections.
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India will be hub of green
hydrogen, our target is 5
million metric tons per annum

by 2030: Pralhad Joshi

DAVOS

Union Minister for New and
Renewable Energy Pralhad
Joshi has said that India’s agen-
daat Davos is that transition is
notaburden for growth, itisan
engine for growth and noted
how the renewable movement,
started by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is bringing
down the cost of electricity in
India.

In an interview the
Minister also said India will
be the hub of green hydrogen
and that people want to study
the Indian model of energy
production.

“India’s agenda at Davos is
that transition is not a burden
for growth, it is an engine for
growth. And because of that,
the cost of renewable ener-
gy has come down in India.
Because of this renewable
movement, which the Prime
Minister started almost from
2015-16 and very aggressively
from almost 2019, it is bringing
down the entire cost of elec-
tricity in India. Now, Andhra
Pradesh has said we are going
to reduce the cost of electrici-
ty,” he said.

“Devendra Fadnavis, the
Chief Minister of Maharashtra,
has announced that the tariff
will come down... Now we’re
pitching for battery storage,
pump storage, grid stability,
green energy corridor, all these
things put together in coming
days, India can showcase itself
that we are producing green
energy, transition is also hap-
pening, growth is also taking
place. Our growth is good, and
our renewable energy is also
growing well,” he added.

Referring to Sustainable
Harnessing and Advancement
of Nuclear Energy for
Transforming India (SHANTI)
Bill, passed by Parliament
during the Winter Session,
Joshi said the issues concern-
ing private sector have been

addressed.

“Nuclear bill, of course, it
has already come into force. It
has been notified... Whatever
issues there are, as far as the
private investors are con-
cerned, all those have been
addressed in a new bill which
has been passed under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Further about
green hydrogen, we are going
as per our target,” he said.

“For green ammonia, the
world’s lowest price has been
discovered in India for the
first time. I'm quite confident
that, day by day, the prices of
renewable energy have come
down. In the same way, the
green hydrogen price will
also come down. India will be
the hub. Our target is 5million
metric tons by 2030. There are
many agreements happening...
People want to study the Indian
model,” he added.

The Minister earlier talked
about India’s growth story and
efforts towards resilient infra-
structure.

“Today, everyone here
wants to visit India’s pavilion
because it stands as the world’s
most attractive destination for
investment... We are seeing a
healthy competition among
states for investment... When
state infrastructure improves,
the nation benefits... Under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Modi, we have moved from
reform, perform, and trans-
form to now adding ‘inform’...
From being fragile to becom-
ing the world’s fourth-largest
economy, India has made tre-
mendous strides.... India wit-
nessed growth in renewable
energy: solar capacity, which
was once less than 3 gigawatts,
now stands at 137 gigawatts,”
Joshi said.

“We are now planning for
resilient infrastructure to
absorb the shocks of renewa-
ble energy, ensuring proper
forecasting, and managing the

—

transition and transformation -
issues India is actively address-
ing today... India’s growth
story is taking shape, but to
truly showcase this, we need
more than $350 billion for green
energy and resilient infrastruc-
ture alone... Our non-perform-
ing assets (NPAs), which once
were the highest in the world,
now stand at a historic low of
2.1%. This reflects India’s care-
ful and effective management
across all sectors,” he added.

In his keynote remarks
at the session ‘Call to Action:
Spotlight on the Global Mission
on Al for Energy’, the Minister
highlighted how India has
built 266.78 GW of Renewable
Energy capacity through clear
policies.

He shared India’s journey
in the energy transition and
what it can offer the world--es-
pecially the Global South.

“Highlighted how India
has built 266.78 GW of
#RenewableEnergy capacity
through clear policies, strong
institutions, grid expansion
and a robust domestic ecosys-
tem, making this transition
scalable and replicable for
other countries. Underlined
how AI can improve forecast-
ing, reduce losses, lower costs
and strengthen grid reliability
and shared India’s shift from
pilots to platform-based deploy-
ment through Digital Public
Infrastructure for Energy.
Reaffirmed India’s commit-
ment to advancing the Global
Mission on Al for Energy with
partners, including the @iso-
laralliance, to enable an open,
inclusive and scalable,” he said
inaposton X.

The minister also present-
ed Country Strategy Dialogue
on India at the Congress Centre
at World Economic Forum in
Davos, outlining India’s clean
energy transition as a driver of
growth, competitiveness and
social transformation under
the leadership of PM Modi.

Economic power alone cannot...robust
military required: IAF Chief Marshal

AP SINGH ON ENSURING
NATIONAL SECURITY AMID
VENEZUELA CRISIS

NEW DELHI

Indian Air Force Chief Air Chief
Marshal AP Singh on Wednesday
underscored the importance of mil-
itary power as essential for nation-
al security, arguing that economic
strength alone is insufficient to
protect a nation’s sovereignty.

Addressing the 22nd Subroto
Mukherjee Seminar in Dlehi,
organised by the Centre for
Aerospace Power and Strategic
Studies (CAPSS), the Air Chief
stressed that economic strength
alone cannot ensure national secu-
rity, citing examples of Venezuela
and Iraq.

He noted that even if a coun-
try is economically strong, it can’t
ensure security without a robust
military. Singh pointed to India’s
history, where, despite controlling
60% of the world’s GDP alongside
China, it was colonised because of
its lack of military strength.

“We must understand that mil-
itary power stands as the ultimate
arbiter of national power. Anybody
can be economically sound but
can’t be secure. We have the exam-
ple of our own country, we plus
China controlled 60% of worlds
GDP at one time, but that didn’t
stop us from getting captured and
colonised. Any one of these powers
is very important, but finally, what
is required is a robust military,
because if you don’t have it, you
can be subjugated by anybody.
Venezuela and Iraq are the most
recent examples. It is the mili-
tary power which is important,
but what is more important is the
will to use that military power,”
he said.

Relations are highly strained
following a significant US mil-
itary operation on January 3,
2026, in which US forces captured
Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro, who now faces narco-
terrorism charges in a New York
federal court.

The US invasion of Iraq, known

as Operation Iraqi Freedom,
began in March 2003 with a U.S.-
led coalition, citing false claims
of Iraq possessing Weapons of
Mass Destruction (WMDs) and
ties to al-Qaeda, toppling Saddam
Hussein’s regime.

Air Chief Marshal Singh high-
lighted the need for a robust mili-
tary and the will to use it, quoting
Ramdhari Singh Dinkar’s couplet
on forgiveness and strength.

“Unless you have that will,
you can keep showing restraint,
but that restraint will be seen as
aweakness. It is only when you're
strong enough, and you show
restraint, that it is seen as a capa-
bility, stating, ‘kshama shobhatee
us bhujang ko, jisake paas garal ho
usako kya jo dantaheen, vishara-
hit, vineet, saral ho.” (Forgiveness
befits that serpent which possesses
venom; What good is it to one who
is toothless, venomless, humble,
and simple?)

Air Chief Marshal Singh added
that India’s security requirements
are often shaped by developments
in its neighbourhood, forcing reac-
tive decision-making at times.
He stressed the need for faster
decisions on Make in India initi-
atives and strategic partnerships
for next-generation engines and
weapon systems to strengthen
self-reliance.

He also praised the founding
father of the Indian Air Force,
Subroto Mukherjee, for building
the force with foresight despite
limited resources. Singh stated
that Mukherjee set the IAF on the
right path, and it has been growing
from strength to strength. He also
highlighted that he is in a better
position than his predecessors due
to improved resources

“’Subroto Mukherjee built
the Indian Air Force in an era of
constraints, uncertainties, and
limited resources... With the kind
of foresight he had, he took us on
the right path, because as they say,
well begun is half done. He put us
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on theright path, and we have been
growing from strength to strength.
Ithink Iam in a much better place
than my predecessors because
resources continue to get better
and better,” Air Chief Marshal
Singh said.

Congratulating CAPSS for
organising the seminar, the Air
Chief said such platforms keep
the armed forces intellectual-
ly prepared in an increasingly
chaotic global environment.
Recalling that the IAF completed
100 years last year, he asserted
that building a strong Air Force
remains a necessity to safeguard
India’s sovereignty.

Air Marshal Subroto
Mukerjee is widely regarded

as the Father of the Indian Air
Force, a pioneer who became its
first Indian Chief of the Air Staff
(COAS) in independent India,
leading the IAF’s transforma-
tion from a British-dominated
force to a self-reliant air service
through his vision and leader-
ship.

He was one of the first six
Indians selected for training at
the RAF College in Cranwell, UK.
In 1932, he earned his commis-
sion and became a founding pilot
of the IAF’s first squadron. As
the first Indian COAS from 1954
t0 1960, he was instrumental in
building and modernising the
IAF, fostering self-reliance and
operational excellence.

Sunita Williams calls India

‘home’, highlights race to

build a sustainable human
presence on the Moon

Trump

WASHINGTON:

President Donald Trump on
Tuesday reiterated a warning
that Iran would be wiped “off the
face of this earth” if Tehran ever
succeeded in assassinating the US
leader.

In aheated exchange of threats,
Iran and the United States both
threatened broadscale wars if
the leaders of either country are
assassinated.

“I'have very firm instructions.
Anything happens, they’re going
to wipe them off the face of this
earth,” Trump said in a News
Nation interview that aired
Tuesday, in response to a question
on Iran’s threats on the 79-year-
old’s life.

Earlier Tuesday, in response

says |

!

ran would be “wiped

ingtoIran a year ago, shortly after
returning to the White House,
when he told reporters “if they
do it, they get obliterated.”

Iran is still reeling from vio-
lence unleashed during some of
the biggest anti-government pro-
tests since the Islamic revolution
in 1979. Human rights groups are
working to confirm the number of
people killed during the protests,
with the Human Rights Activists
News Agency reporting more than
4,000 confirmed deaths.

The Norway-based Iran Human
Rights NGO has said verification of
deaths in the crackdown remains
severely hampered due to the
communication restrictions, but
noted on Monday that available
information “indicates that the
number of protesters Killed may
exceed even the highest media
estimates”, which reach 20,000.

Iranians began holding mass
demonstrations to call for relief
from economic woes in December,
when the country’s currency hit
anew low under the leadership
of the 86-year-old ayatollah, who
has resisted democratic reform
for decades. Many in Iran’s global
diaspora, including exiled Nobel
Peace Prize winner Shirin Ebadi,

“I have very firm instructions.
Anything haw)ens

_ they’re going to
wipe them o

n off the face of this earth,”
Trump said that aired Tuesday, in
response to a question on lran’s
threats on the 79-year-old’s life

to any threats facing Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei, Iranian General
Abolfazl Shekarchi was quoted
as saying Trump already knew
Tehran would not hold back if the
tables were turned.

“Trump knows that if a hand
of aggression is extended toward

our leader, we will not only sever
that hand, and this is not a mere
slogan,” Shekarchi was quoted as
telling Iranian state media.

“But we will set their world on
fire and leave them no safe haven
in the region.”

Trump issued a similar warn-

have called for US intervention
against the ruling apparatus in
Tehran.

Ebadi urged “highly targeted
actions” against Iran’s supreme
leader and commanders of his
Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps.

WASHINGTON

Astronaut Sunita Williams on
Tuesday said that coming to
India always feels like return-
ing home, recalling her deep
personal connection to the
country through her family
roots. Speaking at an inter-
action held at the American
Centre in New Delhi, Williams
noted that her father was
born in India, a bond that,
she said, makes every visit to
the country especially mean-
ingful. Addressing a packed
audience during the one-and-
a-half-hour session, the veter-
an astronaut spoke at length
about her journey in space
exploration, her experienc-
es aboard the International
Space Station, and the future
direction of human space-
flight. She reflected on how
international cooperation has
been central to the success of
space missions so far, even
as the sector enters a new
phase marked by growing
competition and technological
ambition, according to media
reports Wednesday.
Williams said that com-
petition in the global space
sector is already well under
way, driven by both nation-
al space agencies and private

players. She described this
phase as a natural evolution
of space exploration, noting
that innovation often accel-
erates when multiple actors
pursue similar goals. Despite
the competitive environment,
she stressed the importance
of collaboration, particular-
ly for complex and long-du-
ration missions beyond low
Earth orbit. A key focus of
her remarks was humani-
ty’s renewed push toward
the Moon. Williams said the
long-term objective is not
merely to send astronauts to
the lunar surface but to do
so in a sustainable manner.
Establishing systems that
allow humans to live and
work on the Moon for extend-
ed periods, she explained, will
be critical for future explora-
tion, including eventual mis-
sions to Mars. She underlined
that sustainability, safety and
scientific value are now cen-
tral considerations in mission
planning. During the inter-
action, Williams shared per-
sonal insights from her time
aboard the International
Space Station, describing
daily life in microgravity,
the physical and mental
challenges of long-duration
missions, and the sense of

perspective that comes from
viewing Earth from space.
She spoke about conduct-
ing scientific experiments,
maintaining the station, and
working with crewmates
from different countries,
highlighting how teamwork
and preparation are essential
in the extreme environment of
space. She also reflected on the
inspiration space exploration
can provide to younger gener-
ations, particularly students
interested in science, technol-
ogy, engineering and mathe-
matics. Williams encouraged
young people toremain curious
and persistent, emphasizing
that careers in space are built
over time through learning,
discipline and resilience. The
interaction concluded with
questions from the audience,
ranging from future lunar mis-
sions to life aboard the space
station and the evolving role
of private companies in space
exploration. Williams’ remarks
underscored both the rapid
changes underway in the global
space landscape and the endur-
ing human drive to explore
beyond Earth, a journey she
said is increasingly defined
by ambition, cooperation and a
vision of sustainable presence
beyond our planet.
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oF, EVENTS & ADVERT

North East Integration Rally to
Reach Silchar on January 22,
Cultural Events Planned

OUR CORRESPONDENT

www.nartheastintegrationrally.in

North «
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INVITATION

RSVP

You are cordially invited

to the Barak Festival & NEIR Fest of the
MNorth East Integration Rally 2026 — an initiative celebrating

unity, culture, and the vibrant spirit of Northeast India.

DATE @ January 22, 2026

T’ME @ 4:00 PM-6:30 PM
VENUE 9

Gandhi Bhawan

Silchar, Assam, India

KRC Foundation: +91-8721838313

SILCHAR

The Barak Festival and NEIR
Fest (North East Integration

)

culture, and the living spirit
of Northeast India.

The programme is being
organised by the KRC Foun-
dation in collaboration with
local institutions. It brings

Rally) will be held across
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three locations in Barak Val-

KRC l

Shaping Camens
Fiot i Succtsatl Tomanrow

Life shrinks or
expands according to
one’s courage.

ley on
January
22 and
23. The
events
aim to
celebrate
unity,

together students, artists, and
citizens to share culture and
build bonds across the region.
The first event will take

place on January 22 at Gandhi
Bhawan, Silchar, from 4:00
pm to 6:30 pm. On the same
day, another programme will

ok BELC

North = ~""(Integration
East Rally

Peace Progress | Prosperity

INVITATION

You are cordially invited

to the Barak Festival & NEIR Fest of the
Morth East Integration Rally 2026 — an initiative celebrating

unity, culture, and the vibrant spirit of Northeast India.

DATE January 22, 2026

TIME @ 5:00 PM-7:00 PM
VENUE 9

Saraswati Vidya Niketan
Bankha Dutta Road,
Sribhumi , Assam, India

RSVP KR Foundation: +91-8721838313
+91- 7002678843

( )

initiative focused on peace,
cultural exchange, and peo-
ple-to-people connection
across the Northeast.

The Barak Festival and
NEIR Fest are important
parts of this journey, high-
lighting local traditions,
shared values, and regional
harmony.

For more information,
interested persons can con-
tact the KRC Foundation at
8721838313 or 9401929722.

www.northeastintegrationrally.in

be held from 5:00 pm to 7:00
pm at Saraswati Vidya Ni-
ketan on Bankha Dutta Road
in Sribhumi district.

The final programme of the
Barak Festival and NEIR Fest
will be held on January 23
at S.S. College, Hailakandi.
The event will run from 12:00
noon to 1:30 pm and is being
organised in collaboration
with the college.

The North East Integra-
tion Rally 2026 is a major

&

KRC

FOUNDATION

Barak Festival

NE INDIA ADVENTURE SPORTS,
ART & CULTURE PROMOTION

SPACE
FOR

YOU
ONLY

Rs. 150/- per day

PLACEMENT

Fresher, job seekers can register
with KRC Placements.Send
resume to -
Heforsuccess@gmail.com

To source candidates, organisation
can contact KRC Placements at
info@krcfoundation.org

For Details Visit:
https://bit.ly/krcplacements
Apply here:
https://bit.lyKRCPlacementForm

VOLUNTEERS REGISTERS
@ NEIR 2026

We are looking for
volunteers across NE &
West Bengal Interested
candidates (College
students, youths) can
register at https://
northeastintegrationrally.
in/Volunteer_Registration.
aspxor, send an email:
neintegrationrally@gmail.
com

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY

Business establishments, educational
institutions, individual service pro-
iders etc. can enlist themselves or
rtise their products or services

he most reasonable cost in InfoCoﬂ
Diary. Send your details to InfoCom
lutions at: infocom.krc@gmail.com
ubmit Here: https://bit.ly
InfoComDiaryForm

STUDENTS’
INTERNSHIP

Students can ap?lly for a three-
months internship with KRC
Foundation. During the internship
the student can giet an opportu-
nity to work on alive project. On
successful completion the stu-
dent is awarded a certificate.
Apply to SE for Success:
eforsuccess@gmail.com
For Details Visit:

https://bit.ly/krcstudentinternship
r

0
www.krcfoundation.org/prod-
ucts-services/training-develop-
ment-5e-for-success/internship

NE INDIA
WRITING STAR

CONTEST

Participate in NE India Writing Star
Contest and get your writings published.
Eligibility: From Class VI onwards. Each
participants receives a digital participaj
ion certificates. Send articles at: info
krcfoundation.org
For Details Visit:
https//bit.ly/NEIndiaWritingStarContest
krcfoundation.org/campaigns-csr,
ne-india-writing-star-contest

CONNECT@ KRC TIMES

To engage with KRC TIMES,
please use the following e-mails
and WhatsApp Nos:
For News: krctimes@gmail.com
WP: 8721838313
r Advertisement: info@krcfoun-
dation.org / WP: 9330830083
For Subscription:krctimes@gmail.
com/ WP: 8721838313

Editor: biswadeep.gupta@gmail.
com/ WP: 8721 33313

Published by KRC Foundation.H.No. 15, Old Kalibari Road, Malugram, Silchar, Assam 788002. Editor-in-chief: Biswadeep Gupta. Tel: 8721838313, e-mail: krctimes@gmail.com www.krctimes.com
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OUR CORRESPONDENT

IMPHAL

Imphal witnessed a strong mes-
sage of unity and shared identity on
Tuesday afternoon as the North East
Integration Rally (NEIR) 2026 hosted
a vibrant cultural exchange pro-
gramme at GM Hall. The programme
was jointly organised by Atinga and
the North East Zone Cultural Centre,
drawing participants and guests from
across the region.The event was part
of the larger North East Integration
Rally that began its journey from Kol-
kata on January 4 and will continue
till February. Moving through differ-
ent states of the North East, the rally
aims to bring people closer through
culture, conversation, and direct
interaction. Rather than focusing on
distance or destinations, NEIR places
emphasis on connection, understand-
ing, and mutual respect.

_The Imphal programme saw the

North
East

Integration
Rally

Peace | Progress | Prosperity

presence of Manipur MLA Thangjam

Arunkumar, cultural figure Dr Dabli
Thangjam, and Meghalaya MLA AL
Hek. Their participation reflected
the growing inter-state cooperation
and collective commitment towards
strengthening regional harmony.
Addressing the gathering,
Biswadeep Gupta, Founder of NEIR
and Trustee of the KRC Foundation,
spoke about the deeper vision behind
the rally. He said that the North East
Integration Rally was conceived to
nurture unity among the eight states
of the region by celebrating diversity
instead of fearing it. According to
him, NEIR is not just an event but
a platform where communities can
meet, share their stories, traditions,
and lived experiences.Gupta stressed
that cultural exchange plays a vital
role in breaking long-held miscon-
ceptions. When people witness each
other’s art, music, food, and tradi-

tions, emotional barriers begin to fall.
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He added that peace, development,
and national integration can only
grow when people feel connected at

a human level. Konthoujam Bobin,
Secretary of Atinga, said that Atinga
is proud to be one of the organisers of
NEIR 2026. He noted that the rally is
designed to bring together the many
ethnic and cultural groups of the
North East under a shared vision. He
described NEIR as an effort to turn
diversity into collective strength and
to ensure that every community feels
seen and heard.

One of the most moving aspects of
the programme was the participation
of Internally Displaced Persons. Cul-
tural performances by IDPs reflected
resilience, hope, and the power of
expression even in times of hard-
ship. Their presence reminded the
audience that integration also means
inclusion and empathy.

Stalls set up by residents of Laishoi
Relief Camp and Sawogbung Relief
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Camp added another meaningful lay-
er to the event. Through handicrafts,
local products, and interaction, the
stalls offered visitors a glimpse into
the lives, skills, and creativity of
displaced communities. These spaces
became points of dialogue, not just
displays.The cultural performances
showcased the shared heritage of

the North East while highlighting
the unique identity of each commu-
nity. Music, dance, and traditional
expressions flowed seamlessly, rein-
forcing the message that unity does
not erase difference. Instead, it al-
lows differences to stand side by side
with dignity.The Imphal programme
under NEIR 2026 stood as a remind-
er that integration is built through
small, sincere steps. Through culture,
conversation, and collaboration, the
rally continues its journey across the
region, carrying with it a simple but
powerful idea. The North East grows
stronger when its people grow closer.




SILCHAR WEDNESDAY, 21 JANUARY 2026
KRC TIMES, membership e-copy,

EAST AND NE India Edition Page 7

THD0Ed ALIALIY

—r S
A T %%ﬂmh

Hx il Fobredreneoi- | audk oo

o T
-

AR g_ﬂ
B

2 48k
Hl'-.re r- Cllmate Conclave

[1 b
w8 il e

wl Ri-ci

I

SE For Success Conclave

=e-.d hOr T TeLL i e B e T e e b o T e
TTETl TR GthoeCl T CoaTmip. s b SoreCronc”
“rhzedde, EdosscHO o INTIR MRS G99 COr=Crohe DUz Zar jdn
e ok e A% SE e

oz ond SGrwop Lesoueskon tor Horme ooy Schoode b e
Labe et Eo=co. Ausls Lose=ak ng Vool ==
e oo e el b of et = b Bl mwcis Mo bemc I oo

—clkcpeEs con ardponc

10-1= 350
Science Studio

Ia=s o Flnrpes o S e ol Foe i i

Saws =1 = Tosoda o | S o, Admivdairaicrs Fooos un
Eaw mcicnce out of . .
bteatbook= i nEo rezal-Likbe

cEprrAaences of sthoadesrdts.

-2 AR

E- 5pﬂr‘|:s

I L s i an..s | =58 5— FRIZES

Paaks FESTIEL
PRECCHSE poogparTS
i THELIFE R 1]
) -

[ By gy | T REERET,
[ T T

=T T R B - L SR IS
e T D ST O
T | RAEaE—

IV ECATTE D e LSRR ST

- o

Boaolk Bank

=Er lipsw= Cara T amml mmbes =l e S I o g
Book Club
Aozl autho =, FP_Elchors. =cod = Zlaooes, By 70 S ook

F"Ell'l‘tll'lg Carnlval

BT =" m- k31

oE, EVENTS & ADVERT

2025
BARAK

VALLEY
CONCL AVE

ME Cultural Fest

= R oo At g Colhaeal shioeaneF st b
ann | =zl -a lur=
I I pecherma ccs il EC Irabcd b o1 - ThZ
kai- Fow=- i bzposors, Z0OZE
o CalaeTm. AR oerdbr Decotre-k irdsadla. & FOT ST L, IS5USS & THAL E-

HE T P R R 1zmn

AcvERtGiS Sports
S el . Barak Valley

Trosdrg ! Dizcotads HogoHalika~ | Ssort Ebmiksing | 0 oexs or S eoendeaoreard
i e =c1a E Conclave

e b e m e L
o Do sz womns -l o geo s oo S ol Wl = B

I I -\_I.'-!.r'-l '=- .'-' = w0 = skt
Adventure Sports B S

Trok=i & & mameess, hatcoeds: Heealialios Soecrd S EE L S-S B O il i gl
Airmmizng, Licoskor “Wasasc—snt  —chnoucs, Wabs- S la S oA e renl ssececnle are soieec b beesd
I L T e R ] = ES R RS PR e | R

chizlkon=scs Inm He. rorerss- comlbcerness ord =onss od

or e e 1F ] pse g saith e Barak Festival: Peace
Progress & Prosperity

JAM 2L

Online Global Fast

Alcom a—clociccn.ns o-d =cnc avd=< ZIp - Focws
Lo mm il = Deesien i Snasnem=e Faesaslic T i

H-a2' & Virnpu-d. Lot Tats: 3l Tes—bor ZC2

BERET ATAST
Fa =il NES

st kesbridaline g

S alNjUBADY

Lt
4

N

r
L

<FLil- 1 HH
F=EE

i

LONGWOS] 31mn)

AT RY

ot val 2

Conclave

e e n T o R e

|eAllsa Yeleg

ko

[ Rt Tt Y

P EFEN30CET 2

M CEe e TR T S o RS | I

2arals

1 :-: .-I -:l.H L g o e D BT o) Pty B0

BEARFAH FESTRWAL 2015
Media Conclave

THE - X R AR IR R EL e
FA—ifa 2S5 -1~ sl s Zeoarie | wacn by S

Fu-d, laks a~o Zonlc=s o~ za=ob bz "BEo s —c=ikecl
L o= S o mdl, sl For G, FILM FESTRS AL | B IR T ok

L B Rl B Tl R Tl SN | R ST IR Gl ] B et O L ) S o FLAN. LIME|ELEEFALEFEE Wl
HLF' BEMTED ool EWFE

PAINTIRG CARRIVGL
ME CULTURAL FEBET
E-EPORT=

FEH R R F LN ol HIEY R = PR Y P TN L T ) e b R T BE
- = =
¥ 1 _:} - G E N T S

g
= 3 H = e
L — . - " Ewfe TR v, Sl
s ﬂ COMCLAYE e
T e “From School to = Era sy ireees
= o |||--.n.-|-|-=-|...|:-n- el | A
o (-!lmpll:l-ltl'l.'_tll'l:ll:lr'-ul:e- m Illd'h-tri .:-ll.—rll-__ﬁ-\.

i m A= = =d L

2 -JAaRT2G

Photography

Crinz Fhonosra s Coanosk
FEierr Ner=k | %0 Indfis &0 & T lioee = R0 | BT Cliidnn=s
Feol-—mz Fhooograsy oo omssk ot "Srrck Sesibecl D02

s ke chadiline g

I Teasniy
0 JYAIN pueg

2
(Rl

L

st ualZl

PHDTOOR S PHY

S 2
=iy o = e F—mjar sy B R
- = S - CR ] -l b rc skl an.

1 -|-'-

NP LEFZEIENSS D

Faaelorras sG5prrod coar

11 Jar
filrm festivol

) e G STU DENT

FA=Ziz I3k | =dcilaccns FesbH.—mzk=r I"TEHHSHIP

FT E e anad
. e

il Froeorenmm e Cordmaser

filrm

e L L e




