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PERSPECTIVE

It’s ok and “I’'m fine” are
the two most common lies

MORAN

An ordinary stretch of nation-
al highway in Moran has been
transformed into a fully func-
tional Emergency Landing Fa-
cility (ELF) ahead of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s visit to
Assam on February 14, drawing
widespread attention and excite-
ment across Upper Assam.

What typically serves as a
busy corridor for trucks, bus-
es and daily commuters was
cleared, secured and meticulous-
ly prepared to host fighter jets
and military transport aircraft.
As part of a high-intensity de-
fence drill, aircraft successfully
executed take-offs and landings
on the highway strip, demon-
strating the operational readi-
ness of the Indian Air Force to
convert civilian infrastructure
into emergency airbases at short
notice.

Residents gathered along des-
ignated viewing points to wit-

ness the rare spectacle. As jets
descended and touched down
on the asphalt, the roar of en-
gines reverberated across the
area, with many locals describ-
ing the moment as “unforgetta-
ble.” Children perched on their
parents’ shoulders while others

captured the event on mobile

p

phones.

Speaking to reporters at the
site, Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma said the
Prime Minister would travel
from New Delhi to the Chabua
Air Force Station and then

board a C-130 transport aircraft
to land directly on the newly pre-
pared airstrip at Moran before
proceeding to Guwahati.

Around 16 IAF aircraft are ex-
pected to participate in a 30-min-
ute aerial exercise. According
to Sarma, advanced fighter plat-
forms including the Dassault
Rafale and the Sukhoi Su-30MKI
will take part in the demon-
stration, with several jets also
scheduled to land on the high-
way strip. He described it as the
first such elaborate exercise on
an Emergency Landing Facility
in the region.

Security has been tightened
across the Moran sector, with
vehicular movement regulated
and access points sealed to facil-
itate the operation. Officials said
the drill is designed to test rapid
deployment capability, logisti-
cal preparedness and coordina-
tion between defence forces and
civil administration.

The successful execution of
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Three houses torched
in Litan Sareikhong

IMPHAL

Three more houses were set ablaze at Litan Sareikhong
village on February 12, intensifying tension in the area
despite the deployment of additional security personnel
by state authorities to contain the unrest.

According to local sources, the arson was followed
by reported gunfire from the opposite side of the village.
No injuries have been reported so far, but the incident
has heightened safety concerns among residents.

In the aftermath of the attack, women from
Tangkhul villages staged a protest condemning the
continuing violence in the region. The protesters ques-
tioned the effectiveness of the heavy presence of Central
security forces and demanded their immediate with-
drawal from Litan Sareikhong.

The protesting women alleged that “despite the
heavy security presence, villagers continue to face
repeated attacks involving sophisticated weapons.”
They further claimed that suspected armed militants
launched an assault on the village on February 12 that
lasted for nearly two hours.

During the protest, the women also accused Central
security personnel of shielding the armed assailants.
They alleged that militants dressed in combat attire
were seen moving freely in Mongkot Chepu village
with sophisticated weapons, while Tangkhul residents
of Litan Sareikhong were allegedly prevented from re-
turning to their homes and were asked to vacate the
area.

Sources indicated that frequent gun attacks by
suspected armed militants targeting members of the
Tangkhul Naga community have continued despite the
deployment of security forces in the area.

Authorities have not yet issued an official statement
on the latest allegations.

WHO SAID WHAT

1 convey my warm congratulations
to Mr. Tarique Rahman on leading
BNP to a decisive victory in the
Parliamentary elections in Bangladesh.
This victory shows the trust of

the people of Bangladesh in your
leadership.India will continue to
stand in support of a democratic,
progressive and inclusive Bangladesh.
I look forward to working with

you to strengthen our multifaceted
relations and advance our common
development goals.

~ Narendra Modi, PM India

Assam Gears Up as PM Modi Visits for
Airshow, Rs 5,450 Crore Project Launch

take-offs and landings on a pub-
lic highway underscores India’s
focus on developing dual-use
infrastructure capable of serv-
ing both civilian and strategic
needs.

Calling the event “very rare,”
the Chief Minister said stu-
dents from schools, colleges and
universities in Dibrugarh and
Charaideo districts have been
invited to witness the demon-
stration. He expressed hope
that the exercise would inspire
young people to consider careers
in the Indian Air Force.

Sarma clarified that only the
aircraft landing demonstration
will be held at Moran and that
no public meeting or speech is
scheduled at the venue. None-
theless, for residents, the trans-
formation of their familiar high-
way into a temporary airbase
represents a striking blend of
development, defence prepared-
ness and national pride in the
heart of Upper Assam.

Nitin Gadkari sanctions
Rs.747 crore for 26 road,
bridge projects in Assam

under CRIF, Setu Bandhan

GUWAHATI

Union Minister for Road Transport and
Highways Nitin Gadkari has approved
projects worth ?747.72 crore for the con-
struction and upgradation of 26 road
and bridge works across Assam, in a
move aimed at strengthening connec-
tivity and accelerating economic activ-
ity in the state.

The sanctioned projects fall under
two key central schemes - the Central
Road Infrastructure Fund (CRIF) and
Setu Bandhan.

Of the total allocation, ?677.98 crore
has been earmarked for 10 road de-
velopment projects under the CRIF
scheme, while ?129.74 crore has been
cleared for bridge construction works
under the Setu Bandhan programme,
which focuses on eliminating critical
gaps in connectivity by building and
upgrading bridges.

Officials said the projects are ex-
pected to significantly improve region-
al connectivity, enhance transporta-
tion efficiency and reduce travel time
across several districts. The improved
road and bridge infrastructure is also
likely to facilitate smoother movement
of goods and passengers, providing a
boost to trade and local economies.

According to the Ministry, the ini-
tiative is part of the Centre’s broader
push to upgrade road networks in the
Northeast and ensure better integra-
tion of remote and rural areas with ma-
jor urban and commercial hubs. The
enhanced connectivity is projected to
support socio-economic growth by im-
proving access to markets, healthcare,
education and administrative services.

Gadkari noted that the approved

projects would contribute substantial-
ly to Assam’s infrastructure expan-
sion and help bridge connectivity gaps
between interior regions and growth
centres.

The announcement comes amid
a broader infrastructure drive in the
state.

On February 12, Assam Chief Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma inaugurated
and laid foundation stones for multi-
ple development projects during his
visit to Majuli district.

During the programme, the Chief
Minister formally inaugurated the
Majuli-Jorhat connecting highway, a
key road link expected to ease travel
to and from the river island. He also
launched several infrastructure facil-
ities, including the academic building
and girls’ hostel of Majuli Cultural
University, an integrated office com-
plex housing the offices of the Depu-
ty Commissioner, Superintendent of
Police and District Transport Officer,
a Government Model Degree College,
the Dakhinpat Satra Museum and the
Jyoti Bishnu Cultural Complex.

The projects in Majuli, collective-
ly valued at over ?2,200 crore, are
aimed at strengthening public in-
frastructure and improving service
delivery in the river island district,
one of Assam’s most geographically
unique regions.

With the latest approvals under
CRIF and Setu Bandhan, both the
Centre and the state government
appear to be intensifying efforts to
expand Assam’s road and bridge net-
work, positioning infrastructure de-
velopment as a key driver of econom-
ic growth and regional integration.

EC full bench
to visit Assam
fromFeb1
to review poll
preparedness

NEW DELHI

The full bench of the Election
Commission of India (EC), led
by Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar, will visit Assam
from February 16 to 18 to review
preparedness for the upcoming
Assembly elections, officials said
on Thursday.

Kumar will be accompanied by
Election Commissioners Sukhbir
Singh Sandhu and Vivek Joshi
during the three-day visit.

On February 17, the
Commission is scheduled to meet
leaders of recognised political
parties, representatives of poll-re-
lated Central and State regulato-
ry authorities, district election
officers and Superintendents of
Police.

The Chief Election
Commissioner will also hold
separate meetings in Guwahati
with the Assam Chief Secretary,
Home Secretary, Director General
of Police, Chief Electoral Officer,
police nodal officer and other sen-
ior state officials to assess logisti-
cal, administrative and security
arrangements.

The EC team is likely to address
mediapersons on the final day of
their visit, February 18.

Elections to the 126-member
Assam Legislative Assembly
are expected to be held in March-
April, and the visit is aimed at
ensuring that all arrangements
are in place for the smooth con-
duct of the polls.

Centre approves UPSC

Mains centre in Imphal,

Meitei Mayek script for
Manipuri paper

IMPHAL

The Union Government has
approved the setting up of a
Civil Services (Mains) Exam-
ination Centre of the Union
Public Service Commission
(UPSC) in Imphal from 2026
onwards.

The announcement was
made by Rajya Sabha MP
Leishemba Sanajaoba in a
Facebook post on Thursday.
He expressed gratitude to the
Government of India, partic-
ularly Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, for responding
to concerns raised regarding
candidates from Manipur.

Sanajaoba recalled that he
first highlighted the demand
for a UPSC (Mains) Examina-
tion Centre in Imphal through
a Special Mention in the Ra-
jya Sabha on March 22, 2021.
He later wrote to the Prime
Minister on August 10, 2022,
urging sympathetic consider-
ation for aspirants who faced
difficulties travelling to dis-
tant examination centres out-
side the state.

The MP also addressed
long-standing concerns of can-

didates opting for Manipuri
language and literature as
their optional subject. He not-
ed that such candidates had
earlier been required to write
answers in the Bengali script,
which many were not familiar
with.

Following a Special Men-
tion raised on February 8,
2023, the Centre approved the
use of the Meitei Mayek script
in the Civil Services Examina-
tion for the Manipuri optional
paper.

During the 2026 Budget
Session, Sanajaoba further
urged authorities to ensure
that question papers for the
Manipuri optional subject
are printed in Meitei Mayek
alongside the Bengali script,
pointing out that many stu-
dents are proficient only in
Meitei Mayek.

Describing the develop-
ments as a significant step,
the MP conveyed appreciation
to the Centre on behalf of the
people of Manipur, particu-
larly Civil Services aspirants,
saying the decision addresses
long-pending concerns of can-
didates in the state.

Nagaland adhoc teachers to move hunger strike to

KOHIMA

agitations in September-October 2022,

Education Directorate, step up regularisation demand

Nepal embassy issues
advisory after Meghalaya
coal mine explosion kills
nine nationals

Escalating their long-pending de-
mand for service regularisation, the
All Nagaland Adhoc Teachers Group
(ANATG)-2015 Batch on Thursday an-
nounced that it will shift the venue of
its ongoing agitation and hunger strike
to the Directorate of School Education
(DoSE) premises from Friday.

The move is aimed at intensifying
pressure on the state government to re-
solve the issue affecting 1,166 teachers
appointed on an adhoc basis prior to
2015.

The teachers’ body said the decision
follows what it described as the gov-
ernment’s failure to provide a concrete
timeline or firm policy commitment on
regularisation, despite repeated repre-
sentations and earlier assurances.

The group has been staging protests
since February 4, demanding regulari-
sation of adhoc teachers appointed be-
fore 2015. ANATG-2015 officials stated
that relocating the protest site to the
DoSE premises would allow them to
directly engage with the department re-
sponsible for school administration and
teacher management, and seek immedi-
ate administrative intervention.

The hunger strike, which began on

N OEMA
REGULNRITATION BASINE Ol ¥k 4
YC AGREEMENT 2022 SHNED BETWE
HE GOVERNMENT OF HAGAERNOL.&
. THEANATE 2015 BRTCHE

Thursday as part of the agitation pro-
gramme, will also be shifted to the Ed-
ucation Directorate complex, marking
what the group termed a significant
escalation of its “democratic movement
for justice.”

Reiterating its core demand,
ANATG-2015 said prolonged delays in
regularisation have resulted in profes-
sional uncertainty, financial strain and
social hardship for hundreds of teach-
ers and their families. The group main-
tained that the issue goes beyond em-
ployment and concerns dignity, fairness
and policy accountability.

“Repeated assurances without tan-
gible outcomes have left us with no
option but to intensify our democratic
agitation,” representatives of the group
said, urging the School Education De-
partment and the Directorate of School
Education to initiate meaningful dia-
logue and take urgent steps toward a
resolution. They warned that the agita-
tion would continue to escalate if their
demands remain unaddressed.

Meanwhile, the School Education
Department cited measures already un-
dertaken in response to earlier protests.
Following a representation in 2021 and

a High Powered Committee (HPC) was
constituted, which submitted its report
in June 2023.In February 2024, the state
cabinet adopted a policy for regulari-
sation of contract and adhoc employ-
ees. This was followed by a resolution
passed by the 14th Nagaland Legislative
Assembly in March 2024. A one-time
regularisation policy was subsequently
notified on March 16, 2024, applicable to
employees appointed against sanctioned
posts prior to June 6, 2016. A Screening
Committee was constituted in June 2024
to oversee verification.According to the
department, details of 2,487 adhoc and
contract employees have been forward-
ed to the Screening Committee, and
document verification and scrutiny are
currently underway.

The Directorate of School Education
has appealed to the protesting teachers
to suspend their agitation and hunger
strike, assuring them that their con-
cerns would be taken up for consulta-
tion at the earliest.

However, ANATG-2015 maintains
that despite the formation of commit-
tees and policy announcements, the ab-
sence of a clear timeline and definitive
decisions has deepened uncertainty,
prompting the renewed agitation.

GUWAHATI

The Embassy of Nepal in New
Delhi on Friday urged its citizens
to exercise caution before taking
up overseas employment, follow-
ing the deaths of nine Nepali na-
tionals in a coal mine explosion in
Meghalaya.

A total of 31 people were killed
in the February 5 blast at an al-
legedly illegal rat-hole coal mine
in Thangskai, East Jaintia Hills
district. Several of the victims
were migrant workers, including
nine from Nepal. Seven other Ne-
pali nationals were injured and
are receiving treatment at a local
hospital.

Expressing “deepest condo-
lences to the bereaved families,”
the embassy prayed for the eter-
nal peace of the deceased and a
speedy recovery for those injured.

“The embassy is in continuous
contact with the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs, local authorities,
and the police to coordinate on
medical treatment, other essen-
tial services, and compensation

for the families of the deceased
and injured,” the statement said.
Families seeking assistance have
been asked to contact the mission
through a dedicated helpline.

Highlighting safety concerns,
the embassy noted that the mine
was allegedly operating illegal-
ly, which complicates access to
rescue services, compensation,
and other support in the event of
accidents at unauthorised work-
places.“Before taking up any em-
ployment, citizens are strongly
advised to obtain complete infor-
mation about the employer, sala-
ry, and facilities, and to complete
all necessary formalities,” the
embassy said. It also cautioned
against accepting work offers
from strangers or intermediar-
ies without proper documenta-
tion.The incident has renewed
attention on safety standards
and regulatory oversight in Me-
ghalaya’s coal mining sector,
particularly the ongoing prac-
tice of banned rat-hole mining in
remote areas.
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BANGLADESH
AFTER THE POLL

angladesh’s election is not only a contest

for power, but a measure of whether po-

litical legitimacy has been translated into

durable institutions capable of managing
=¥ competition without instability

With voting completed, Bazrallgjadesh enters a
phase that is more consequential than polling day
itself. Elections resolve representation; they do not
automatically resolve m_stltutlonal_ﬁ“aﬁjhty. The pe-
riod immediately following a vote is often the clear-
est indicator of whether political authority has been
translated into durable governance structures.

. Recentdevelopments in Bangladesh can be exam-
ined throu%ya public policy lens rather than a po-
litical one. The central question is not who governs
but whether administrative systems are capable o
manag‘%lﬁ competition without generating insta-
bility. When transitions occur in compressed time
frames, institutional consolidation becomes more
important than electoral arithmetic. )
uhammad Yunus assumed leadership at a mo-
ment of disruption. His international credibility
and prior experience in institution-building gen-
erated expectations that transitional uncertainty
could be managed through administrative clarity.
In an early March 2025 interview with BBC News
he emphasised continuity in foreign relations and
the importance of restraint, The policy implication
of such messaging was straightforward: reduce vol-
atility, restore predictability, and allow institutions
to function. . .
_ The challenge since then has not been rhetorical
inconsistency but institutional pacing. When public
expectations rise faster than procedural reinforce-
ment, uncertainty fills the gap. Street mobilisation,
sharper political language and heightened sensitiv-
ity around identity issues are often symptoms of
administrative lag rather than ideological rupture.

From a governance standpoint, the post-election

eriod now becomes a measurable test across four

omains.

First, electoral administration. Credibility de-
pends on transparent tabulation of results, timely
publication of data, structured redress of complaints
and visible neutrality in enforcement. The opera-
tional details — ballot custody, incident reporting,
and clearly defined timelines for dispute resolution,
matter more than margins of victory. Confidence in-
creases when process 1s predictable.

. Second, law enforcement neutrality. Post-elec-
tion_environments are sensitive to rumours and
retaliatory mobilisation. Clear pohclndg dprotocols,
publicly communicated guidelines and document-
ed responses to incidents reduce escalation. When
enforcement appears even-handed, the 1:pohtlca\l Sys-
tem stabilises regardless of electoral outcome.

Third, judicial responsiveness. Transitional
elections frequently generate litigation. Courts that
dispose of petitions efficiently and transparently
strengthen institutional trust. Delays or _o%acgf
weaken it. Administrative 1ust1ge is not peripheral;
it is central to post-election egltunaaﬁy. .

Fourth, minority protection. Safeguarding vul-
nerable communities is not only a normative obliga-
tion but an institutional signal. If complaint mecha-
nisms function and responses are documented, the
state demonstrates procedural authority. Where se-
curity assurances rely solely on political statements
rather than routine enforcement, institutional cred-
ibility remains incomplete. .

A common interpretation_ is that volatility in
Bangladesh is primarily political. That readin:
overlooks a broader governance pattern observe
globally: instability mtensifies when historically
sensitive narratives re-enter administrative debate
without accor,npan&lng procedural clarl‘a/l. When
policy discussions draw upon memory rather than
rule-based criteria, institutional neutrality can ap-
pear uncertain. This is not unique to Bangladesh; it
1s arecognised risk in transitional systems. .

External references also tend to Increase durin,
such phases. India, as a structural nelglbour linke
bgéeotgra hy, trade and history, inevitably becomes
part of public discussion. However, long-term stabil-
ity de{)ends less on external positioning and more
on internal administrative consistency. Durable
systems are built on Proces_s rather than projection.

The legacy of 1971 remains foundational in Ban-
gladesh’s political memory. The suffering inflicted

y Pakistan and the intervention that concluded the

conflict are part of historical record. From a pub-
lic policy perspective, the operational question is
whether contemporary governance relies on struc-
tured procedure rather than selective invocation
of history. Institutional consolidation requires for-
ward-facing administrative design. .
. This brings attention to a recurring formulation
in transitional contexts: “I have a plan.” Such dec-
larations are common after disruption. In {Johcy
terms, the statement invites evaluation against mea-
surable commitments.
. A credible glap in the present context would
include defined timelines for closure of electoral
audits; transparent frameworks for cross-party con-
sultation; published enforcement protocols for main-
taining order; judicial case—dlsgtl)s_al targets; and pe-
riodic %)ubhc Ij%[;ortmg on institutional performance
indicators. Without measurable benchmarks, plans
remain aspirational. With benchmarks, they be-
come instruments of governance.

The post-election window is therefore a manage-

ment exercise rather than a symbolic one, Admin-
istrative clarity reduces incentives for mobilisation.
Predictable enforcement lowers risk perception.
Transparent adjudication diminishes rumour.
These are cumulative stabilisers. o .
. Bangladesh now stands in this administrative
interval. If the coming weeks are marked by pro-
cedural discipline, institutional communication
and measurable implementation, the election will
represent not merely a political event but a step to-
ward systemic consolidation. If ambiguity persists,
authority may once again outpace the institutions
meant to contain it. . .

Public policy, at its core, is about sequencing.
Reform energ(ir must be followed by procedural em-
bedding. Leadership must be followed by system
dejsi%%n. lections must be followed by institutional
reinforcement. L

The ballots have been counted. What remains is
the harder task of proving that administrative sys-
tems, not political momentum, will define the next
phase.Ballots choose leaders; only institutions se-
cure the system.

(=X
=

Save your energy: don’t entertain
toxic people. - Akin Olokun

DISSOLUTION OF
THE DREAM OF
DISARMAMENT

SHASHI THAROOR

For decades, the hallowed halls
of the United Nations in New
York and the Conference on
Disarmament in Geneva were
the spiritual homes of a spe-
cific kind of Indian idealism.
From the moral high ground
of the Nehruvian era fo the
detailed pragmatism of the late
1980s, India was the world’s
most persistent advocate of a
nuclear-weapon-free world.
The peak of this ambition
was perhaps June 1988, when
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
stood before the UN General
Assembly to propose a ‘New
Action Plan’ for universal,
non-discriminatory and time-
bound nuclear disarmament. It
was a bold, three-stage road-
map to eliminate the world’s
most terrifying weapons by
2010. Indian diplomats, many of
whom built storied careers on
their mastery of these intri-
cate multilateral negotiations,
argued that disarmament was
not just a moral imperative
but a developmental one. The
10%10 was clear: every rupee or
dollar not spent on a nuclear
warhead was a resource freed
for schools, hospitals and infra-
structure. Today, as we navi-
ate the mid-2020s, that dream
as not just been deferred; it
has collapsed. The ‘global zero’
we once championed has been
ret%laced by a ‘global me too’—a
lethal scramble for more dead-
ly, more precise and more un-
redictable nuclear arsenals.
or India, the collapse of this
dream is not merely a diplo-
matic setback; it is a seismic
shift in our national security
calculus. Disarmament can
simply no longer be a priority
when the nee
grows apace. )
India’s ‘tough neighbour-
hood’ has morphed into a the-
atre of permanent instability.
To our north, China’s nuclear
expansion is no longer a secret.
Belgmg is rapidly modernisin
its triad, building hundreds o
new missile silos and moving
away from its historical ‘mini-
mum deterrence’ posture.

for re-armament

To our west, Pakistan’s
nuclear rhetoric has grown
increasingly reckless. Is-
lamabad’s frequent nuclear
sabre-ratthn%and its focus

on tactical (13 ort-range) bat-
tlefield nuclear weapons have
lowered the threshold for po-
tential use, turning the subcon-
tinent into a hair-trigger zone.
The collusion between the two,
evident during Operation Sin-
door, has ominous portents for
India. Beyond our immediate
rivals, the Berlphery is fraying.
Nepal and Bangladesh face in-
ternal political upheavals that
create vacuums for external in-
fluence; Afghanistan under the
Taliban remains a black hole of
uncertainty; and the return of
a more transactional, America
First posture under .the Trumg
administration has introduce
a layer of unpredictability in
our most important strategic
%)artnershlp. In an era where
the US seems less committed to
its traditional security guar-
antees even to its Nato allies
and the Quad summit has been
indefinitely postponed, India
realises it 1s as alone as it has
ever been. The Indian disarma-
ment dream feels like a relic of
a gentler age. )
he global architecture

designed to prevent nuclear
catastrophe is in ruins. The
world is witnessing a troubling
resurgence of armed conflict
and political instability, bring-
ing the spectre of nuclear
tension back to the forefront of
international concern. While
the decades following 1945
were frequently marked by
bitter great-power rivalries
and localised wars, the current
era feels fundamentally more
precarious. For the first time
In 80 years, these escalations
are occurring without the con-
straints that once provided a
semblance of order. )
. The core of the danger lies
in the systemic collapse of the

ost-World War 2 framework.
The United Nations’ norms and
institutional mechanisms have
been almost entirely hollowed
out. We are navigating a period
of high-stakes friction, with-

out the traditional safety-nets
or established 1E:athv_vays for
de-escalation that historically
prevented regional crises from
%Il)'llralhn into catastrophe.

e last decade has also seen
the systematic dismantling of
arms control treaties. From
the death of the Intermedi-
ate-Range Nuclear Forces Trea-
ty to Russia’s suspension of the

ew START and its withdraw-
al from the Comprehensive
Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty, the
guardrails are gone.

Simultaneously, the peace-
ful use of nuclear energy—
once the promised reward for
non-proliferation—has become
a flashpoint for conflict. The
ongoing crisis surrounding
Iran’s nuclear programme
illustrates how thin the line
has become between civilian
technology and weaponisation.
For India, which fought hard
for a civil nuclear exception
in the Indo-US Nuclear Deal of
2008, the tightening of global
technology controls and the
erosion of the International
Atomic Energy Agency’s over-
sight authority create a more
restrictive and suspicious glob-
al environment, with attendant
risks for all. L

Perhaps most alarming is
the interaction between nu-
clear weapons and emerging
technologies. We are entering
an era of ‘techno-nuclear’
risk. Artificial intelligence
is being integrated into com-
mand-and-control systems,
potentially shortening deci-
sion-making windows to mere
seconds and increasing the
risk of accidental escalation
through algorithmic error.

Pakistan’s announced
development of hypersonic
missiles, which can bypass
existing defence systems, and
the vulnerability of nuclear
communication networks to
cyber-attacks, have made the
old rules of deterrence obso-
lete. The convergence of Al,
cyber-warfare and space-based
sensors means that a state’s
nuclear second-strike capa-
bility—the very foundation of
stability—can now be tracked

and.tarfeted. When everything
is visible, everything is vulner-
able; and when everything is
vulnerable, the pressure to ‘use
them or lose them’ becomes
overwhelming. )

For the Indian strategic
community, the lesson is som-
bre. The diplomats who once
specialised in drafting disar-
mament conventions must now
specialise in managing escala-

DIGITAL WAR OF WORDS

With an
unwavering resolve
to serve the people
of India and guided
by the sacred spirit
of Nagrikdevo
Bhava, Seva
Teerth is humbly
dedicated to the
nation.

May Seva Teerth
always stand as a
radiant symbol of
duty, compassion,
commitment to
the principle of
India First. May it
inspire generations
to walk the path of
selfless service and
tireless dedication
to the welfare of
all.

~ Narendra
Modi, PM

L =

tion ladders. The resources we
hoped to divert to development
are increasingly being swal-
lowed by the necessity of a
credible, survivable deterrent.
India cannot afford to be
the last romantic in a world
of ruthless realists. While we
must maintain our long-term
commitment to a world with-
out nuclear weapons as a moral
North Star, our immediate
policies must reflect the grim
reality of the 2020s. This means
accelerating our own moderni-
sation, hardening our com-
mand structures against cyber
threats, and engaging in cold-
eyed alignments to balance a
rising China.

. The disarmament dream
died not because it was wrong,
but because the world’s major

owers lacked the courage to

ollow Rajiv Gandhi’s roadmap
when the window for univer-
sal nuclear disarmament was
open. Now that window has
slammed shut. In this new age
of nuclear anarchy, India’s pri-
ority must shift from chasing
a universal peace that others
have abandoned to ensurin
our own survival in a worl
that has never been more dan-
gerous.
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Union Cabinet likely to clear Rs.18,600-crore Brahmaputra
road-rail tunnel linking Gohpur and Numaligarh

NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet is expected to
take up for approval an ambitious
218,600-crore road-cum-rail tunnel
project beneath the Brahmaputra
River, a move that could significantly
transform connectivity in poll-bound
Assam.

According to official sources, the
proposal is likely to be considered
at one of the final Cabinet meetings
chaired by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi at South Block before op-
erations shift to the new Secretariat
complex.

If approved, the project would
mark a major milestone in India’s
transport infrastructure expansion,
particularly in the Northeast. The
proposed tunnel is designed as a
twin-tube underwater structure that
will accommodate both vehicular
traffic and railway lines - the first

NPP Recalls Its
Roots as Daniel
Langthasa Joins

Party in Maibang
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such integrated tunnel system in the

Tensions escalate in
Churachandpur as women
protesters storm MLA’s
residence; tear gas fired

country.The strategic corridor will

connect Gohpur on the north bank

of the river with Numaligarh on the
south bank, sharply cutting travel
time between the two points from
nearly four hours at present to an es-
timated 30-35 minutes. Officials said
the reduction in travel duration is
expected to ease civilian movement,
improve trade logistics and enhance
regional mobility.

Beyond civilian advantages, the
project carries considerable strate-
gic significance. Assam’s proximity
to international borders and the nar-
row Siliguri Corridor - often referred
to as the “Chicken’s Neck” - has long
made connectivity infrastructure in
the region a matter of national se-
curity. Faster movement of troops,
equipment and supplies during
emergencies is understood to be a
key consideration behind the tunnel
proposal.

Government sources indicated
that the initiative forms part of the

Centre’s broader push over the past
decade to strengthen road, rail and
bridge networks across the North-
east. Largescale infrastructure
projects have been prioritised to in-
tegrate the region more closely with
the rest of the country while also
supporting economic growth and de-
fence preparedness.

If the Cabinet gives its nod, the
Brahmaputra underwater tunnel
would rank among the largest trans-
port infrastructure undertakings
of its kind in India, both in scale
and cost.The timing of the expected
clearance is politically significant,
with Assam heading to Assembly
elections. Observers note that such
a high-value infrastructure commit-
ment could serve as a major develop-
mental boost, potentially reshaping
connectivity, commerce and stra-
t%gic mobility in the region for dec-
ades.

Gaurav Gogoi challenges Assam CM
to ‘flght politically, not in courtroom’

KRC TIMES NEWS DESK

MAIBANG: A strong sense of history
marked the induction of Daniel
Langthasa into the National People’s
Party at Maibang on Thursday, as
party Vice President Hemochandra
Singh spoke about the movement’s
long journey and its founding vi-
sion.Addressing party workers and
local supporters at the joining pro-
gramme, Singh reflected on the early
days of the NPP and paid tribute to
its founder, the late P. A. Sangma.
He said Sangma had dreamed of
bringing together the many voices
of the Northeast under one political
platform.Singh recalled how the
idea was not just about politics, but
about identity, dignity, and unity for
the region. He said Sangma believed
the Northeast needed a common
voice that could speak with strength
at the national level, without losing
its cultural roots.“The foundation
was laid with a clear goal,” Singh
noted. “To unite the Northeast and
ensure its concerns were heard with
respect and seriousness.”Welcoming
Daniel Langthasa into the party fold,
Singh expressed hope that his expe-
rience and local connection would
help strengthen the NPP’s presence
in the hill areas. He said the party
continues to grow because of people
who believe in its core values and re-
gional vision.Langthasa, in his brief
remarks, said he was inspired by the
ideals on which the party was built.
He added that he looked forward to
working for the development of the
people of Maibang and the wider
region.Party workers described the
induction as an important step in ex-
panding the NPP’s grassroots reach
in Dima Hasao and reaffirming its
commitment to regional unity.The
programme was attended by local
leaders, supporters, and communi-
ty members, who said the occasion
was not only about a new joining but
also about remembering the path
shown by Sangma and carrying it
forward.

IMPHAL

Security forces fired tear gas
shells to disperse protesters in
Churachandpur district of Ma-
nipur on Thursday after tribal
women attempted to storm the
official residence of BJP MLA L
M Khaute.Personnel from the As-
sam Rifles, Manipur Police, and
the Rapid Action Force intervened
to stop the protesters around 11:00
am, leading to stone-pelting and
clashes between demonstrators
and security forces.

The protest was organised by
the Vaiphei Women’s Associa-
tion, Churachandpur. Festoons
and placards carried by the dem-
onstrators read, “LM Khaute sold
out” and “Our voices unheard.”
Protesters raised slogans de-
manding that Khaute step down
and reiterated their demand for a
Separate Administration. Slogans
such as “We don’t want a popu-
lar government” and “Don’t play

Manipur CM Yumnam Khemchand launches
Interceptor Vehicles, Heli Service Portal

with our blood” were also heard.

The agitation intensified after
Kuki-Zo MLAs, including Nemcha
Kipgen, L M Khaute and Ngursan-
glur Sanate, participated virtually
in the Manipur Assembly session
from New Delhi. Their remote
attendance drew criticism from
sections of the tribal community.

Nemcha Kipgen, a prominent
Kuki leader, was recently induct-
ed as Deputy Chief Minister in
the government led by Yumnam
Khemchand, which was sworn in
on February 4, 2026.

The Kuki-Zo community has
been pressing for a separate ad-
ministration in the form of a Un-
ion Territory with a legislature
under Article 239A of the Consti-
tution. The demand gained mo-
mentum following the outbreak of
ethnic violence in May 2023, with
supporters citing concerns over
security, land rights and rehabil-
itation in the hill districts.
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Manipur Chief Minister Yumnam
Khemchand on Thursday launched

a fleet of Interceptor Vehlcles and
unveiled the Manipur Heli Service
Portal during the grand finale of the
37th National Road Safety Month

GUWAHATI

Congress MP and Assam Pradesh
Congress Committee president
Gaurav Gogoi on Wednesday
launched a sharp attack on Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma, accusing him of attempt-
ing to stifle Opposition voices
through legal measures instead of
engaging in political debate.

Reacting to reported legal steps
initiated against him, Gogoi ques-
tioned the Chief Minister’s ap-
proach to democratic accountabil-
ity. “Is he not a politician? Does he
not trust the people’s court?” the
Congress leader asked, suggesting
that political differences should be
settled in the public domain rath-
er than through litigation.

Gogoi alleged that the ruling
establishment was seeking to
curb dissent by dragging political
opponents into court. “You may
stop two or three individuals,
but the people of Assam know
everything,” he said, asserting
that public awareness ultimately
outweighs legal manoeuvring.

Issuing a direct challenge, the
Congress MP said he preferred a
political contest over a legal con-
frontation. “If he has the courage
as a politician, he should fight us
politically and from the front. I
want to fight on the streets, not in
the courtroom,” he stated.

Referring to allegations raised
against him in recent political ex-
changes, including insinuations
about foreign links, Gogoi said
he had refrained from initiating
counter-legal action. “We too can
file cases and make counter-al-
legations, but I don’t want to go
down that path. I believe in the
conscience of the people,” he add-
ed.

Describing the Chief Minister
as “afraid” and “intimidated by
Opposition voices,” Gogoi main-
tained that public sentiment was
on his side. “The people of Assam
know what is true,” he said.

There was no immediate re-
sponse from the Chief Minister’s
office on Gogoi’s remarks.

Rajdhani Express

at the City Convention Centre in
Imphal. The National Road Safety
Month was observed nationwide
under the theme “Sadak Suraksha,
Jeevan Raksha.”

Sharing the update on social
media platform X, the Chief Minister
said the initiatives aim to strength-
en road safety enforcement and
improve connectivity across the
state.

Speaking at the event, Manipur
Chief Secretary Puneet Kumar Goel
said the Interceptor Vehicles would
significantly enhance traffic regula-
tion and enforcement. He explained
that the mobile, high-tech units are
equipped to detect violations such
as overspeeding, lane cutting and
riding without helmets.

The vehicles are fitted with
laser and radar technology along
with automated camera systems,
enabling instant detection and gen-

eration of e-challans. Officials said
the technology would act as a strong
deterrent against traffic violations
and improve overall law enforce-
ment efficiency.

Dr Goel also highlighted the
launch of the Manipur Heli Service
Portal, which ismodelled on the Heli
Sewa platform. The portal will facil-
itate round-the-clock online booking
and real-time tracking of helicopter
schedules.

The initiative is expected to
improve accessibility for residents
inremote and far-flung areas, reduc-
ing travel time and enhancing con-
nectivity through faster and more
direct air links.

Deputy Chief Minister Losii
Dikho, Home Minister Govindas
Konthoujam, and Cabinet Minister
Khuraijam Loken Singh were also
present at the function, along with
senior government officials.

begins scheduled halt
at Sivasagar Town
after CM’s intervention

Himanta Biswa Sarma launches Rs.
2,218-crore development projects in Majuli,
distributes seed capital to 31,952 women

MAJULI

In a sweeping development push for As-
sam’s river island district, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma on Thursday inau-
gurated and laid foundation stones for pro-
jects worth ?2,218 crore in Majuli, alongside
distributing seed capital assistance to 31,952
women entrepreneurs.

Addressing a public gathering, the Chief
Minister said Majuli was witnessing an
unprecedented scale of infrastructure ex-
pansion aimed at transforming its adminis-
trative, educational and cultural landscape.
He asserted that the initiatives would sig-
nificantly strengthen public service deliv-
ery and create new opportunities for the
island’s residents.

Among the key projects inaugurated
were the academic building and girls’ hostel
of Majuli Cultural University, constructed
at a cost of ?51 crore. The three-storey aca-
demic block has a seating capacity of 1,880
students and houses the offices of the Vice
Chancellor and Registrar, along with staff
rooms and related facilities. The four-storey
girls’ hostel can accommodate 178 students.
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Administrative  infrastructure

was

bolstered with the inauguration of the In-
tegrated District Commissioner’s Office at
Garamur, built at ?24.83 crore. The District
Transport Officer’s Office between Garmur
and Kamalabari was completed at ?3.57
crore.

A Government Model Degree College,
developed over 30 bighas at a cost of ?733.17

crore, was also inaugurated. The campus
includes three academic blocks, a girls’ hos-
tel, faculty quarters, residences for Grade
IIT and IV staff, and official quarters for the
Principal and Warden.

Cultural infrastructure received a paral-
lel boost with the inauguration of the ?3.64
crore Dakhinpat Satra Museum, equipped
with audio-visual rooms, exhibition halls, a

strong room and study areas. At Garamur,
a three-storey office for the Senior Superin-
tendent of Police and the Jyoti Bishnu Cul-
tural Complex auditorium were constructed
at ?4.20 crore and ?1.25 crore, respectively.
Connectivity projects formed a major
component of the development drive. The
state government upgraded the road from
Balichapori in Majuli to Bongaonmara in
Lakhimpur and completed two bridges

over the Lohit and Subansiri rivers. The

702.30-metre bridge over the Lohit River
at Selekghat was formally inaugurated on
Thursday.

The Chief Minister also launched the
reconstruction of the Majuli-Jorhat bridge
project, which had remained stalled since
September 2024, stating that renewed ef-
forts would ensure timely completion.

In a significant outreach to grassroots
entrepreneurs, Sarma distributed ?10,000
each as seed capital to 31,952 women ben-
eficiaries. He said the financial support
marked the beginning of a broader initia-
tive aimed at enabling women to achieve
“Lakhpati” status, underlining the gov-
ernment’s focus on women-led economic
empowerment.

The combined infrastructure and wel-
fare initiatives are expected to enhance
governance, improve connectivity and cre-
ate livelihood opportunities in Majuli, re-
inforcing the state’s emphasis on balanced
regional development.

SIVASAGAR

The long-pending demand for a
stoppage of the Rajdhani Express
at Sivasagar Town railway station
has been fulfilled, with the Dibru-
garh-New Delhi service officially
commencing its scheduled halt in
the historic Upper Assam town
from Thursday.

The development follows inter-
vention by Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma, who took
up the matter with railway au-
thorities after local journalists, on
February 4, urged the government
to facilitate a stoppage to benefit
passengers from the region.

Beginning Thursday, the Di-
brugarh-New Delhi-bound Ra-
jdhani Express halted at Sivasagar
Town railway station at 9:20 pm,
enabling passengers to board and
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alight. The train was formally
flagged off from the station, mark-
ing the start of regular stoppage
services.Officials said the new
halt is expected to significantly
enhance rail connectivity for res-
idents of Sivasagar and adjoining
districts, reducing the need to
travel to other stations to access
the premier long-distance service
to the national capital.

Local residents welcomed the
move, describing it as along-await-
ed relief that would ease travel,
particularly for students, business
travellers and families journeying
to New Delhi.

The introduction of the Ra-
jdhani stoppage is being seen as a
boost to passenger convenience in
Upper Assam, strengthening the
region’s direct rail linkage with
the country’s capital.
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Jyotiraditya Scindia
accuses Rahul Gandhi of

GWALIOR

Union Communications
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
on Friday accused Leader of
Opposition (LoP) Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi of constantly
“maligning the nation’s repu-
tation on every platform,” stat-
ing that it will neither benefit
Congress nor him.

He said India was making
significant progress under
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s leadership.

“The public has already
given them a befitting reply
many times. The nation is
making significant progress
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
Neither the party nor the leader
will benefit if he continues to
malign the nation’s image on
every platform,” Scindia told .

His remarks come after

Rahul Gandhi strongly criti-
cised Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, claiming that he has a
“chokehold around his neck”
and has “sold the country and

farmers”. The Congress lead-
er asserted that he would not
“step back even an inch” even
if a Privilege Motion was filed
against him.

In a video shared on
Gandhi’s official X handle, he
criticised the India-US trade
deal, alleging it compromis-
es India’s energy security,
data, and farmers’ future.
He claimed the deal favours
American farmers, who rely
onmechanisation and govern-
ment subsidies, while Indian
farmers struggle with small
landholdings and limited mech-
anisation.

Hemade several allegations
against the PM, “Narendra
Modi has sold out the country,
sold out the farmers. You can
file a case against me, abuse
me and do whatever you have
to. Bring a Privilege Motion
against me. It doesn’t matter.

I have spoken the truth in
Parliament.”

“It is a different matter if
you donot like it. The country
can understand the truth,” he

added.

Referring to the India-US
Interim Trade Agreement,
he alleged that it undermines
Indian farmers’ interests by
opening the domestic market
to US agribusinesses.

“By striking a deal with the
US, he has sold out cotton farm-
ers, soya farmers, apple farm-
ersand fruitfarmers. For years,
people from foreign countries
have been trying to capture the
agri-market of India. Narendra
Modi jihas opened the gates for
them. Thisisa truth that heand
Iboth know.” Gandhi alleged.

Gandhi claimed that the
reason for the agreement is
“Because there is a chokehold
around his (PM Modi) neck.
Donald Trump has the reins of
Narendra Modi in his hands.”

Earlier, Union
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijijusaid that BJP mem-

i |

bers in the Lok Sabha would
move a privilege notice against
Rahul Gandhi for “misleading
the House and making baseless
statements”.

“Bring a privilege motion, | will
fight for farmers,’ says Rahul

"maligning” Indias image - Gandhi as BJP seeks to cancel
his LS membership

NEW DELHI

Stepping up his attack on the Modi
government, Leader of Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi
on Thursday said he would not be
deterred by any FIR, criminal case
or privilege motion and asserted
that he would continue to fight
for farmers’ rights.

In a video post on X, Gandhi
reiterated his opposition to the
India US trade deal, claiming it
would severely impact Indian
farmers. He alleged that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
“opened the doors” of India’s agri-

culture market to foreign players
at the cost of domestic producers.
“I have spoken the truth in
Parliament. If you do not like the
truth, that is a different matter.
The country understands the
truth. Do whatever you want to
do. Let an FIR be filed, let a case
be registered or bring a privilege
motion. I and the entire party
stand with farmers,” Gandhi said.
He said any trade agreement
that threatens farmers’ liveli-
hoods or weakens the country’s
food security is anti farmer.
Gandhi also claimed that corn,
soybean, cotton and fruit growers

would be the first to suffer, alleg-
ing that the government would
eventually open the entire farm
sector to foreign interests and
corporate allies.

Gandhi’s remarks came after
BJP MP Nishikant Dubey said on
Thursday that he had submitted
a substantive motion seeking the
cancellation of Gandhi’s mem-
bership of Parliament and a life-
time ban on contesting elections.
Dubey alleged in his notice that
Gandhi had colluded with anti
India elements and foreign organi-
sations during his overseas visits.

Dubey clarified that no priv-
ilege motion has been moved in
the matter.

“It is a widely acclaimed fact
that neither any citizen of our
country nor any public represent-
ative/ high officials does anything
which lowers the dignity of our
Armed Forces.

There is, thus, a tacit under-
standing amongst all the Members
of Parliament, irrespective of
Party affiliations, not to drag the
Armed Forces and/ or its func-
tionaries for scoring transient
political mileage.

However, these ethical mores
are not applicable to Shri Rahul
Gandhi which is evident from his
speech delivered in Lok Sabha
on 11 February, 2026, wherein
he has cunningly dragged the
name of former Chief of Army
Staff, General Manoj Mukund
Naravane...,” Dubey said. He said
that the “need of the hour is to con-
duct an urgent, structured inquiry
to examine all his “unethical con-
duct” in the capacity of being a
Member of Parliament and the
Leader of Opposition with a view
to ensuring his immediate expul-
sion from Lok Sabha.”

The development follows
Gandhi’s sharp attack on the

Union government on Wednesday
over the India US interim trade
deal, in which he accused Prime
Minister Modi of having “sold the
nation” by undermining farmers’
interests, hurting the textile sector
and compromising India’s energy
security. Union Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju had
earlier said the government would
move a privilege motion against
Gandhi for allegedly misleading
the House, though sources later
said the government was unlikely
to proceed with it. Gandhi further
alleged that American farmers,
operatinglarge mechanised farms
with heavy subsidies, would out-
compete Indian farmers, most of
whom have small landholdings
and struggle to secure a remuner-
ative Minimum Support Price.

Leader of Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi during
the Budget session of Parliament,
in New Delhi, Thursday, Feb. 12,
2026. However, former Lok Sabha
Secretary General P.D.T. Achary
has questioned the procedural
basis of the move, noting that
Dubey has not cited the specific
rule under which the motion was
submitted. Achary said that if a
Member of Parliament is alleged
to have committed contempt of
the House, the correct procedure
is to submit a notice of contempt,
which is then examined by the
Privileges Committee.

Achary also clarified that
while the House has the power
to expel a member, it does not
have the authority to disqual-
ify an MP. Disqualification, he
said, can take place only under
the Anti-Defection Law or the
Representation of the People Act.

The admissibility of the
motion will be examined under
parliamentary procedures before
any further action is taken.

\Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP)
on Friday claimed victory in the crucial
general elections, marred by sporadic
incidents of violence, to elect anew gov-
ernment toreplace the interim adminis-
tration, which took charge after the fall
ofthe Awami League regime in August
2024. “The Bangladesh Nationalist
Party-BNP is set to form the government
after victory in the majority of seats,”
BNP’s media cell posted on x.

The Election Commission (EC) is
yet to make a formal announcement.

According to multiple mediareports,
EC is expected to declare BNP the win-
ner in the general elections with tallies
in predawn hours on Friday, suggesting
it got majority seats in parliament.

Different media tallies suggested
BNP received more than 151 seats in
the 300-seat parliament on Thursday’s
daylong voting, fair enough to form the
next government, ending the 18-month
rule of Muhammad Yunus-led interim
government.

According to an EC spokesperson,
theresults in several seats are still being
processed and arelikely to be announced
in a few hours.

The election is seen as a direct con-
test between the BNP and its former ally
Jamaat-e-Islami, in the absence of ousted
premier Sheikh Hasina’s now debarred
Awami League.

The voting for the 13th parliamen-
tary elections was held along with a
referendum on the implementation
of a complex 84-point reform package,
known as the July National Charter.

BNP was in power last time between
2001 and 2006 when Jamaat was its cru-
cial partner, with two of its leaders serv-
ing as ministers.

Jamaat has raised allegations of
“abnormal delays” and “result tam-
pering,” warning that it would launch
atough movement ifthe public mandate

BNP C.
Bangladesh's Elec
Return 'To Power After 20 Years
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were “snatched away”.

Speaking toreporters at the Election
Commission building early morning,
Jamaat’s assistant secretary general
Ahsanul Mahboob Zubair alleged that
returning officers were intentionally
delaying results to favour a “particular
party.” The BNP had earlier announced
that if it wins the election, then its chair-
man and former premier Khaleda Zia’s
son, Tarique Rahman, would be the next
prime minister of Bangladesh.

If the party wins, Rahman will be
Bangladesh’s first male prime minister
in 35 years.

“We are confident of forming the
government by winning more than two-
thirds of seats,” BNP’s central election
steering committee spokesman Mahdi

10N,

Amin told a media briefing in the early
hours of Friday.

Rahman, who returned to
Bangladesh in December last year after
over 17 years in self-exile, asked party
leaders and activists to offer special
prayers across the country after mid-
day ‘Juma’ prayers instead of holding
victory rallies.

The EC was yet to announce the
voter turnout figure. It dismissed allega-
tions of manipulation regarding voters’
appearances in polling centres.

“There were debates over turnout
percentages in past elections as well.
Please don’t question it now,” Chief
Election Commissioner AMM Nasur
Uddin told a reporter on Thursday
evening.

aims Victory In
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He said variations were natural as
results from several thousand polling
centres arrived at different times.

EC Senior Secretary Akhtar Ahmed
on Thursday said 47.91 per cent of voters
had cast ballots by 2 pm on Thursday
at 36,031 of the 42,651 polling centres.

More than 2,000 candidates, includ-
ing a number of independents, were in
the fray for 299 of the 300 parliamentary
constituencies that went to the polls.
Polling for one seat was postponed due
to the death of a candidate.

The Election Commission made
elaborate security arrangements
for the elections, deploying nearly
1 million security personnel — the
largest-ever in the country’s elector-
al history.

Trump’s EPA revokes scientific
finding that underpinned US
fight against climate change

WASHINGTON

The Trump administration on
Thursday revoked a scientific
finding that long has been the
central basis for U.S. action to
regulate greenhouse gas emis-
sions and fight climate change,
the most aggressive move by
the Republican president toroll
back climate regulations.

The rule finalised by the
Environmental Protection
Agency rescinds a 2009 gov-
ernment declaration known
as the endangerment finding
that determined that carbon
dioxide and other greenhouse
gases threaten public health and
welfare. The Obama-era finding
isthelegal underpinningof near-
ly all climate regulations under
the Clean Air Actfor motor vehi-
cles, power plants and other pol-
lution sources that are heating
the planet.

The repeal eliminates all
greenhouse gas emissions
standards for cars and trucks
and could unleash a broader
undoing of climate regulations
on stationary sources such as
power plants and oil and gas
facilities, experts say. Legal
challenges are near certain.

President Donald Trump
called the move “the single
largest deregulatory action in
American history, by far,” while
EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin
called theendangerment finding
“the Holy Grail of federal regu-
latory overreach.”

Trump called the endanger-
ment finding “one of the great-
est scams in history,” claiming
falsely that it “had no basis in
fact” or law. “On the contrary,
over the generations, fossil fuels
have saved millions of lives and
lifted billions of people out of pov-
erty all over the world,” Trump
said ata White House ceremony,
although scientists across the
globe agree that carbon dioxide
and other greenhouse gases are
driving catastrophic heat waves
and storms, droughts and sea
level rise.

Environmental groups
described the move as the
single biggest attack in U.S.
history against federal author-
ity to address climate change.
Evidence backingup the endan-

germent finding has only grown
stronger in the 17 years since it
was approved, they said.

“Thisaction will onlylead to
more climate pollution, and that
willlead to higher costs and real
harms for American families,”
said Fred Krupp, president of
Environmental Defense Fund,
adding that the consequences
would be felt on Americans’
health, property values, water
supply and more.

The EPA also said it will pro-
poseatwo-year delay toa Biden-
erarulerestricting greenhouse
gas emissions by cars and light
trucks. And the agency will
end incentives for automakers
who install automatic start-stop
ignition systems in their vehi-
cles. The device is intended to
reduce emissions, but Zeldin
said “everyone hates” it.

Zeldin, a former Republican
congressman who was tapped
by Trump tolead EPA last year,
has criticized his predecessors
in Democratic administrations,
saying that in the name of tack-
ling climate change, they were
“willing to bankrupt the coun-
try.” The endangerment find-
ing “led to trillions of dollars in
regulations that strangled entire
sectors of the United States econ-
omy, including the American
autoindustry,” Zeldin said. “The
Obama and Biden administra-
tions used it to steamroll into
existence a left-wing wish list
of costly climate policies, elec-
tric vehicle mandates and other
requirements thatassaulted con-
sumer choice and affordabili-
ty.” The endangerment finding
and the regulations based on it
“didn’tjust regulate emissions,
it regulated and targeted the
American dream. And now the
endangerment finding is hereby
eliminated,” Zeldin said.

The Supreme Courtruled in
a2007 case that planet-warming
greenhouse gases, caused by the
burning of oil and other fossil
fuels, are air pollutants under
the Clean Air Act.

Since the high court’s
decision, in a case known as
Massachusetts v. EPA, courts
have uniformly rejected legal
challenges to the endangerment
finding, includinga 2023 decision
by the U.S. Court of Appeals for

the District of Columbia Circuit.

The endangerment finding
is widely considered the legal
foundation that underpins a
series of regulations intended
to protect against threats made
increasingly severe by climate
change. That includes deadly
floods, extreme heat waves,
catastrophic wildfires and other
natural disasters in the United
States and around the world.

Gina McCarthy, a former
EPA administrator who served
as White House climate advis-
er in the Biden administration,
called the Trump administra-
tion’s actions reckless. “This
EPA would rather spend its time
in court working for the fossil
fuel industry than protectingus
from pollution and the escalat-
ing impacts of climate change,”
she said.

Former President Barack
Obama said on X that repeal of
the endangerment finding will
make Americans “less safe, less
healthy and less able to fight cli-
mate change — all so the fossil
fuel industry can make even
more money.”

Dr. Lisa Patel, a pediatri-
cian and executive director of
the Medical Society Consortium
on Climate and Health, said
Trump’s action “prioritizes
the profits of big oil and gas
companies and polluters over
clean air and water” and chil-
dren’s health.

“As a result of this repeal,
I’'m going to see more sick
kids come into the Emergency
Department having asthma
attacks and more babies born
prematurely,” shesaid inastate-
ment. “My colleagues will see
more heart attacks and cancer
in their patients.”

David Doniger, a climate
expert at the Natural Resources
Defense Council, said Trump
and Zeldin are trying to use
repeal of the finding as a “kill
shot” that would allow the
administration to make nearly
all climate regulations invalid.
The repeal could erase current
limits on greenhouse gas pollu-
tion from cars, factories, power
plants and other sources and
could hinder future adminis-
trations from imposing rules to
address global warming.
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China is expanding its state-run
propaganda with 16 new Tibetan-
language radio programmes

his World Radio Day,
13 February 2026, Re-
orters Without Bor-
ders (RSF) warns that
China’s state-owned
broadcaster China
National Radio (CNR)
has rapidly expanded
its Tibetan-language programming,
pushing government propaganda
deeper into Tibetan communities.
RSF is outraged that the regime’s
narrative is moving to fill the void
left by the suspension of Tibetan-lan-
guage services at the international
broadcasters Radio Free Asia (RFA)
and Voice of America (VOA). RSF
urges the US Agency for Global Me-
dia (USAGM), which oversees RFA
and VOA, to restore this essential
programming, and calls on the inter-
national community to support inde-
pendent Tibetan media outlets.

In under a year, CNR expanded its
Tibetan-language programming from
one programme to seventeen, accord-
ing to the new winter season broad-
cast schedule of the High Frequency
Coordination Conference (HFCC),
an international non-governmental
organisation that coordinates the
use of shortwave frequencies among
broadcasters worldwide. This dra-
matic scale-up comes alongside the
suspension of the Tibetan services of
RFAand VOA as the administration
of US President Donald Trump at-
tempts to dismantle USAGM media.

Without RFA and VOA, there is
currently almost no counter-voice
capable of challenging the Chinese
regime’s propaganda in Tibet, which
glorifies the Communist Party, pro-
motes “ethnic unity,” and attributes
any dissent to “hostile external forc-

“The expansion of radio program-
ming in Tibet by Chinese state media
isanew, key part of Beijing’s strategy
to promote a new world order in the
information space by flooding it with
propaganda. As predicted, China has
jumped on the opportunity to fill the
information void now that VOA and
RFA broadcasting is absent from Ti-
bet — and Kari Lake, Trump’s pick
to lead USAGM, refuses to restore
Tibetan programming. Democracies
must act swiftly and provide indepen-
dent Tibetan media with the funding
and support they desperately need.
In particular, Kari Lake and USAGM
should prioritise the relaunch of Ti-
betan programming before audiences
are left with no source of information
other than the state’s narrative.”

Aleksandra Bielakowska

RSF Asia-Pacific Advocacy Man-
ager

KRC l
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Never give up on a dream just because
of the time it will take to accomplish
it. The time will pass anyway.

CNR

PRAXK BES

CHINA NATIONAL RADIO

CNR’s increase in Tibetan-lan-
guage programming is part of Bei-
jing’s plan to ensure ‘“the leader’s
[Xi Jinping’s] thoughts to penetrate
the hearts of people of different eth-
nicities like a shower of honey,” as
Shen Haixiong, Deputy Head of the
Publicity Department of the Chinese
Communist Party and Head of the
China Media Group., stated during
the 75th-anniversary celebration of
state-run Chinese Tibetan Radio in
May 2025.

Tibet: an information black hole

In the Tibet Autonomous Region,
more than in any other part of Chi-
na, the regime closely monitors and
represses anyone attempting to dis-
seminate information from indepen-
dent sources — especially news on
the widespread human rights abuses
against the Tibetan minority. For-
eign journalists are routinely denied
access to the region. The halt of RFA)
and VOA) services has deprived mil-
lions of people of access to reliable
information. Their Tibetan services
documented human rights abuses
and cultural persecution, and high-
lighted the resilience of the Tibetan
people. Their radio programmes
served as a lifeline that allowed lis-
teners in Tibet to bypass Beijing’s
extreme crackdown on trustworthy
information.

“With the current suspension of
VOA and RFA Tibetan services, and
the expansion of Chinese state-me-
dia coverage, Tibetans inside Tibet
say they are ‘missing their morn-
ing breakfast’ said Kalsang Jigme,
founder of the independent media
Tibet Radio, and a former reporter
for VOA’s Tibetan service. Former
deputy director of RFA Tibetan ser-
vices Palden Gyal told RSF: “The re-
cent suspension of these services has
allowed the Chinese Government,
through the expansion of its own me-
dia outlets, to intensify efforts to pro-
mote its policies and ideology to win
the hearts of Tibetans — something
it has been unable to achieve in the
past. In any information war, if one
side is not present, the other side has
free rein.”

Beyond radio broadcasts, the
Chinese authorities have tightened
control over access to television in
Tibet’s Ngari prefecture, where pri-
vate satellite reception equipment
has been banned. In Cogén Coun-
ty, more than 3,500 government-in-
stalled satellite television sets have
already been set up in 17 villages,
restricting rural and nomadic house-
holds’ access to external broadcasts.
According to an official statement,
the regime planned to install these
satellites in all 74 county-level ad-
ministrative divisions across the Ti-
bet Autonomous Region by the end of
2025. Whether the project was carried
out as planned is hard to verify pre-
cisely due to the regime’s crackdown
on journalism.

The wider war on journalism

Since leader Xi Jinping came to
power in early 2012, the Chinese

Communist Party has drastical-
ly tightened its control over the
media. Over the last decade, the
Chinese regime has massively
invested in developing media
capable of reaching an interna-
tional public: The state-owned
television network CGTN

broadcasts TV programmes in
more than 160 countries, and its
online news services are avail-
able in 43 languages. The on-
going legal and political uncer-
tainty surrounding the future
of USAGM-funded broadcasters
has allowed the expansion of

Chinese state media to continue
unabated.

China is the world’s biggest
jailer of journalists, with 123
currently detained, and ranks
178th out of 180 countries and
territories in the 2025 RSF World
Press Freedom Index.
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NEIR RALLY 2026: A JOURNEY TO
LISTEN, LEARN, LINK THE NORTHEAST
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and young leaders. They are asked what they
want for their future. What worries them. What
gives them hope.

Many speak about jobs, education and mi-
gration. Some talk about preserving language
and land. Others raise concerns about drugs,
climate change and loss of culture.

The rally does not promise instant answers.
But it creates a space where youth feel heard.
And that, in itself, matters.

Beyond Symbolism

Skeptics may ask what a rally can really
change. Can conversations reshape ground re-

1 | o 4 alities?
In Gollabg Y. ] a E= y Academic Part/ D26 The organizers believe change starts with
g ¢ Ny " i — contact. When communities meet face to face,
. 3 v N A > |/ BT Vi mistrust can soften. When leaders hear direct-
4 : E a4 /) Ve ly from the people, policies may become more
| ‘ | ™ F/ /| grounded. When stories travel, stereotypes
break.

KRC Foundations plans to compile insights
from the month long journey. The findings may
help shape future programs and partnerships.
There is talk of community networks that will
stay connected even after the rally ends.

In that sense, the NEIR Rally is not just an
event. It is the beginning of a longer process.

A Region of Many Voices

The Northeast is often spoken of as one block.
But it is not one story. It is many stories woven
together. From the tea gardens of Assam to the
hills of Nagaland. From the valleys of Manipur
to the rivers of Arunachal. Each place carries
pride and pain.

By attempting to reach nearly 200 commu-
nities, the NEIR Rally 2026 acknowledges this
diversity. It does not try to flatten it. Instead, it
celebrates it.

Unity here does not mean sameness. It means
standing together while staying different.

RAJKUMMAR
In a time when noise often drowns meaning,
the NEIR Rally 2026 chose a quieter path. It set
out to listen. To sit down. To talk. And to bring
people closer.

The Northeast India Relations Rally, or
NEIR Rally, is a month long outreach that
began on January 4 in Kolkata. It is led by

Biswadeep Gupta, Managing Trustee and CEO =2 .
of KRC Foundations. His idea was simple but KFE

bold. Travel. Meet people. Reach out to nearly ‘E
200 communities of the Northeast. Build bridg-
es where gaps still remain.

This is not a political yatra. Nor a festival on
wheels. It is a soulful attempt to unite, connect
and communicate.

A Rally with a Purpose

The Northeast is home to many tribes, lan-
guages and belief systems. Each state carries
its own rhythm. Even within one state, cul-
tures shift every few miles. For years, many of
these communities have felt distant from the so
called mainstream. Some feel unheard. Some
feel misunderstood.

The NEIR Rally wants to change that.

The team moves from place to place, hold-
ing talks and open discussions. Elders, youth
leaders, artists, thinkers and local voices are
invited. They sit together. They speak freely.
There is no script forced on them. The focus is
on dialogue.

Biswadeep Gupta says the aim is not to
preach. It is to understand. According to him,
real unity does not come from slogans. It grows
from respect.

Culture at the Centre

Along with discussions, the rally hosts cul-
tural events. Music, dance and storytelling
form a big part of the journey. In many towns,
evenings turn into vibrant gatherings where
traditional drums echo and folk songs rise into
the night air.

Culture becomes the bridge.

When communities see their art valued,
they feel seen. When one tribe watches anoth-
er perform, curiosity replaces distance. Food
is shared. Stories are exchanged. Young people
connect over common dreams.

The rally understands that identity is not a
barrier. It is a strength.

Beginning from Kolkata

The choice of Kolkata as the starting point
carries meaning. For decades, the city has been

P v
§
g

a gateway between the Northeast
and the rest of India. Many stu-
dents and workers from the region
have lived there. It holds memo-
ries, both warm and difficult.
Launching the rally from Kol-

: The Road Ahead
E?;?kgiag ;egyg)ﬁli%egfgggﬁn% As the month long journey moves forward,

1 : its true impact will unfold over time. The real
" }:\(I)gvr%zg;ge ﬁﬂiisg%réclle\éa{alegssgeﬂ%g test will be whether connections built during
strengthefl ties, not just within the these meetings continue. Whether networks
region, but beyz)nd it grow stronger. Whether trust deepens.

But even now, one thing is clear.
chgf.t%ng?gsei%u%z {ﬁ?gugﬁsd?égﬁ In an age of quick statements and online
ent states, meeting communities debates, the NEIR Rally 2026 chose the hard-

: : er route. It chose to travel. To sit across from
On%%%]ﬁloﬁhseoﬁ'eaﬂ strangers. To ask questions. To listen without

P rushing.
Raﬂgezﬁgék g gifga}:élcr'gsofo‘crlll eylggrlg Led by Biswadeep Gupta and supported by

KRC Foundations, this initiative reminds us
gf;lpslgé ggﬁfggg thg{g rfgrsé?gaggfs' that unity is not declared. It is built. Slowly. Pa-
tiently. One conversation at a time.



SILCHAR FRIDAY, 13 FEBRUARY 2026
KRC TIMES, membership e-copy,

EAST AND NE India Edition Page 7

THD0Ed ALIALIY

—r S
A T %%ﬂmh

Hx il Fobredreneoi- | audk oo

o T
-

AR g_ﬂ
B

2 48k
Hl'-.re r- Cllmate Conclave

[1 b
w8 il e

wl Ri-ci

I

SE For Success Conclave

=e-.d hOr T TeLL i e B e T e e b o T e
TTETl TR GthoeCl T CoaTmip. s b SoreCronc”
“rhzedde, EdosscHO o INTIR MRS G99 COr=Crohe DUz Zar jdn
e ok e A% SE e

oz ond SGrwop Lesoueskon tor Horme ooy Schoode b e
Labe et Eo=co. Ausls Lose=ak ng Vool ==
e oo e el b of et = b Bl mwcis Mo bemc I oo

—clkcpeEs con ardponc

10-1= 350
Science Studio

Ia=s o Flnrpes o S e ol Foe i i

Saws =1 = Tosoda o | S o, Admivdairaicrs Fooos un
Eaw mcicnce out of . .
bteatbook= i nEo rezal-Likbe

cEprrAaences of sthoadesrdts.

-2 AR

E- 5pﬂr‘|:s

I L s i an..s | =58 5— FRIZES

Paaks FESTIEL
PRECCHSE poogparTS
i THELIFE R 1]
) -

[ By gy | T REERET,
[ T T

=T T R B - L SR IS
e T D ST O
T | RAEaE—

IV ECATTE D e LSRR ST

- o

Boaolk Bank

=Er lipsw= Cara T amml mmbes =l e S I o g
Book Club
Aozl autho =, FP_Elchors. =cod = Zlaooes, By 70 S ook

F"Ell'l‘tll'lg Carnlval

BT =" m- k31

oE, EVENTS & ADVERT

2025
BARAK

VALLEY
CONCL AVE

ME Cultural Fest

= R oo At g Colhaeal shioeaneF st b
ann | =zl -a lur=
I I pecherma ccs il EC Irabcd b o1 - ThZ
kai- Fow=- i bzposors, Z0OZE
o CalaeTm. AR oerdbr Decotre-k irdsadla. & FOT ST L, IS5USS & THAL E-

HE T P R R 1zmn

AcvERtGiS Sports
S el . Barak Valley

Trosdrg ! Dizcotads HogoHalika~ | Ssort Ebmiksing | 0 oexs or S eoendeaoreard
i e =c1a E Conclave

e b e m e L
o Do sz womns -l o geo s oo S ol Wl = B

I I -\_I.'-!.r'-l '=- .'-' = w0 = skt
Adventure Sports B S

Trok=i & & mameess, hatcoeds: Heealialios Soecrd S EE L S-S B O il i gl
Airmmizng, Licoskor “Wasasc—snt  —chnoucs, Wabs- S la S oA e renl ssececnle are soieec b beesd
I L T e R ] = ES R RS PR e | R

chizlkon=scs Inm He. rorerss- comlbcerness ord =onss od

or e e 1F ] pse g saith e Barak Festival: Peace
Progress & Prosperity

JAM 2L

Online Global Fast

Alcom a—clociccn.ns o-d =cnc avd=< ZIp - Focws
Lo mm il = Deesien i Snasnem=e Faesaslic T i

H-a2' & Virnpu-d. Lot Tats: 3l Tes—bor ZC2

BERET ATAST
Fa =il NES

st kesbridaline g

S alNjUBADY

Lt
4

N

r
L

<FLil- 1 HH
F=EE

i

LONGWOS] 31mn)

AT RY

ot val 2

Conclave

e e n T o R e

|eAllsa Yeleg

ko

[ Rt Tt Y

P EFEN30CET 2

M CEe e TR T S o RS | I

2arals

1 :-: .-I -:l.H L g o e D BT o) Pty B0

BEARFAH FESTRWAL 2015
Media Conclave

THE - X R AR IR R EL e
FA—ifa 2S5 -1~ sl s Zeoarie | wacn by S

Fu-d, laks a~o Zonlc=s o~ za=ob bz "BEo s —c=ikecl
L o= S o mdl, sl For G, FILM FESTRS AL | B IR T ok

L B Rl B Tl R Tl SN | R ST IR Gl ] B et O L ) S o FLAN. LIME|ELEEFALEFEE Wl
HLF' BEMTED ool EWFE

PAINTIRG CARRIVGL
ME CULTURAL FEBET
E-EPORT=

FEH R R F LN ol HIEY R = PR Y P TN L T ) e b R T BE
- = =
¥ 1 _:} - G E N T S

g
= 3 H = e
L — . - " Ewfe TR v, Sl
s ﬂ COMCLAYE e
T e “From School to = Era sy ireees
= o |||--.n.-|-|-=-|...|:-n- el | A
o (-!lmpll:l-ltl'l.'_tll'l:ll:lr'-ul:e- m Illd'h-tri .:-ll.—rll-__ﬁ-\.

i m A= = =d L

2 -JAaRT2G

Photography

Crinz Fhonosra s Coanosk
FEierr Ner=k | %0 Indfis &0 & T lioee = R0 | BT Cliidnn=s
Feol-—mz Fhooograsy oo omssk ot "Srrck Sesibecl D02

s ke chadiline g

I Teasniy
0 JYAIN pueg

2
(Rl

L

st ualZl

PHDTOOR S PHY

S 2
=iy o = e F—mjar sy B R
- = S - CR ] -l b rc skl an.

1 -|-'-

NP LEFZEIENSS D

Faaelorras sG5prrod coar

11 Jar
filrm festivol

) e G STU DENT

FA=Ziz I3k | =dcilaccns FesbH.—mzk=r I"TEHHSHIP

FT E e anad
. e

il Froeorenmm e Cordmaser

filrm

e L L e




