
IMPHAL

The National Socialist Council of Nag-
alim (Isak-Muivah) (NSCN-IM) has 
alleged that the Centre is pursuing 
a “master plan” to create a separate 
“Kuki state” or “Kuki homeland,” 
claiming that ongoing inter-communi-
ty tensions in Manipur and Nagaland 
are being used as justification for such 
a move.

In a statement issued on Tuesday by 
its External Publicity Wing (EPW), the 
outfit linked the continuing clashes be-
tween Meiteis and Kukis in Manipur, as 
well as disputes involving Naga groups, 
to what it described as a broader geopo-
litical design of the Indian government.

The NSCN-IM alleged that the cur-
rent unrest represents a phase of “In-
dian-state terrorism” and reflects hege-
monic ambitions aimed at redrawing 
territorial and political boundaries in 
the region.

Allegations Over Suspension of Op-
erations Pact

The outfit further claimed that vio-
lence attributed to Kuki militant groups 
follows a deliberate pattern and alleged 
that some of these groups are trained 
and armed under the Suspension of 
Operations (SoO) agreement with the 
government.

According to the NSCN-IM, narra-
tives surrounding recent incidents por-
tray Kukis as victims while “others” 
are labeled as perpetrators, a framing 
it said serves a hidden political agenda.

In the statement, the group alleged 
that inter-community clashes, infra-
structure projects such as the construc-
tion of the “German Road/Tiger Road” 
in Naga-inhabited areas, incidents of 
arson in Ukhrul district, and reported 
attacks on Nagas in Nagaland are be-
ing used as pretexts to legitimise the 
creation of a separate territorial entity 
for Kukis.

 The NSCN-IM also alleged that New 
Delhi’s strategy involves fragmenting 
what it describes as “Nagalim” territo-
ry by fostering divisions among Naga 
groups and pursuing a proxy conflict 
through Kuki organisations operating 
under the SoO framework.

In a further claim, the outfit alleged 
that certain Kuki armed groups have 
extended activities beyond Indian ter-
ritory into Myanmar, describing them 
as part of a larger cross-border agenda 
linked to the idea of a Kuki homeland.

Additionally, the NSCN-IM reiterat-
ed historical assertions that Kuki com-
munities were brought from the Chin 
Hills-present-day Myanmar-during 
British rule and settled in Naga areas 
as a buffer.

No Official Response Yet
There was no immediate response 

from the Centre or state authorities to 
the allegations at the time of reporting.

The statement comes amid contin-
ued tensions in parts of Manipur and 
neighbouring areas, where ethnic and 
territorial issues remain sensitive. Se-
curity agencies have maintained that 
measures are being taken to restore sta-
bility and ensure law and order across 
affected districts.

Orunodoi, NFSA Could Put Rs.10,860-Crore Annual 
Strain on Assam’s Finances: State Finance Commission

‘I Am a Bigger 
Leader in Assam’: 

Himanta Shrugs Off 
Priyanka Gandhi’s 

Guwahati Visit

GUWAHATI

The Election Commission of In-
dia on Wednesday, February 18, 
announced the schedule for the 
upcoming biennial elections to 
the Rajya Sabha, with polling in 
Assam slated for March 16.

The electoral exercise will 
cover 37 seats across 10 states 
that are set to fall vacant in April 
2026 as sitting members com-
plete their six-year terms. Apart 
from Assam, elections will be 
held in Maharashtra, Odisha, 
Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Bi-
har, Chhattisgarh, Haryana, Hi-
machal Pradesh and Telangana.

Three Seats Up for Election 
in Assam

In Assam, three seats in the 
Upper House are due for renew-
al. The terms of Rameswar Teli, 
Bhubaneswar Kalita and Ajit 
Kumar Bhuyan are scheduled 
to end in April, necessitating the 
biennial poll.

Voting in Assam will be con-
ducted on March 16 between 

9:00 am and 4:00 pm. Counting 
of votes will begin at 5:00 pm the 
same day. The Commission has 
indicated that the entire elec-
tion process will be completed 
by March 20.

Key Dates Announced
According to the official noti-

fication, the timeline for the As-
sam election is as follows:

“	 Issue of Notification: 
February 26

“	 Last Date for Filing 
Nominations: March 5

“	 Scrutiny of Nomina-
tions: March 6

“	 Last Date for With-
drawal: March 9

“	 Date of Poll: March 16 
(9:00 am - 4:00 pm)

“	 Counting of Votes: 
March 16 (5:00 pm onwards)

“	 Completion of Election 
Process: March 20

Indirect Election Through 
MLAs

Rajya Sabha elections are 
conducted through an indirect 
system. Elected Members of the 
Legislative Assembly (MLAs) 
cast their votes under the sys-
tem of proportional represen-
tation by means of the single 
transferable vote. The strength 
of political parties in the respec-
tive state assemblies plays a de-
cisive role in determining the 
outcome.

Strict Voting Protocol in 
Place

In its press note, the Commis-

sion reiterated strict adherence 
to voting procedures. Only inte-
grated violet colour sketch pens 
of pre-fixed specifications, sup-
plied by the Returning Officer, 
will be permitted for marking 
preferences on ballot papers. 
The use of any other pen has 
been expressly prohibited to 
ensure uniformity and prevent 
invalidation of votes.

The Commission has also 
directed the appointment of 
observers and the implementa-
tion of necessary measures to 
guarantee a free and fair elec-
toral process.

With 37 seats across politi-
cally significant states going 
to polls, the biennial elections 
are expected to have implica-
tions for the composition and 
numerical balance in the Up-
per House. In Assam, party po-
sitions within the Legislative 
Assembly will determine how 
the three seats are distributed 
when voting takes place next 
month.

GUWAHATI
Union Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal on February 17 dismissed 
the possibility of the Congress re-
turning to power in Assam, describ-
ing the party as “exhausted” and 
lacking support at the grassroots 
level.

The former Chief Minister of As-
sam said the political climate in the 
state and across the Northeast has 
undergone a significant transfor-
mation over the past decade under 
the National Democratic Alliance 
(NDA) government at the Centre.

  Sonowal asserted that the re-
gion is currently among the most 
peaceful in the country and has wit-
nessed accelerated development in 
recent years.

“Under the NDA government 
led by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, the past 11 years have 
brought peace and progress to the 
Northeast and Assam,” he said.

He maintained that infrastruc-
ture expansion, improved connec-
tivity and welfare measures have 
contributed to a stable environment 
conducive to growth.

  Responding to questions about 
the potential challenge from the 
Indian National Congress in the 
upcoming Assam Assembly elec-
tions-particularly after the appoint-
ment of Priyanka Gandhi Vadra as 
the party’s in-charge-Sonowal said 
the opposition lacks organisational 
depth on the ground.“The Congress 
is now exhausted. It does not have 
any support at the grassroots lev-
el. It is merely making statements 
with the help of the media. The par-
ty is not committed to society or the 
country. It has no real dedication or 

commitment,” he said.  
The Union Minister also flagged 

illegal immigration as a major issue 
in Assam, stating that the govern-
ment has consistently taken steps to 
address the matter.

He claimed that communities 
across social groups-including 
Scheduled Tribes (STs), Scheduled 
Castes (SCs), and Other Backward 
Classes (OBCs)-feel secure under 
the BJP-led dispensation in the 
state.

“Through the NDA government 
in Assam, the party has ensured 
protection of land, property, dignity 
and heritage,” Sonowal said.  

Highlighting the aspirations of 
young people in the region, he said 
students and youth in the North-
east have confidence that expanded 
opportunities for employment and 
growth will continue under BJP 
rule.

“People have great trust and 
confidence in Prime Minister Modi. 
They believe that whatever he 
promises, he delivers,” he added.

On the recently presented Union 
Budget, Sonowal said it prioritises 
youth, farmers, the poor and wom-
en, describing them as the pillars 
of society. Strengthening these sec-
tions, he argued, would accelerate 
India’s development trajectory.

He further alleged that during 
previous Congress-led govern-
ments at the Centre, India did not 
receive adequate respect on glob-
al platforms. Referring to recent 
trade agreements and economic 
initiatives, Sonowal claimed the 
Congress is “frustrated” over its in-
ability to secure similar outcomes 
during its tenure.

You can just take a 
picture of your medical 
data or upload the file 
to get a second opinion 
from Grok
~ Elon Musk, American 
Entrepreneur

Congress Has No 
Grassroots Base Left 
in Assam:Sonowal 

NSCN-IM Alleges Centre 
Backing Plan for Separate ‘Kuki 

State’ Amid Manipur Unrest

Assam to Vote for 3 Rajya Sabha Seats on March 
16 as EC Announces Biennial Poll Schedule
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WHO SAID WHAT 

IMPHAL
A World War II-era bomb was discovered in Mani-
pur’s Thoubal district and later safely detonated by 
security personnel, officials said on Wednesday.

The rusted explosive shell was unearthed on Tues-
day afternoon during earth excavation work for the 
construction of a retaining wall at Heirok Part-II, To-
mal Makhong Leikai, in Thoubal. The discovery was 
reported around 4 pm by local residents, who alerted 
authorities immediately.A team from the Manipur 
Police Bomb Detection and Disposal Squad, accompa-
nied by a sniffer dog, rushed to the site upon receiv-
ing the information. After assessing the situation, the 
team carefully retrieved the unexploded ordnance and 
transported it to a secure location in Heirok.

The explosive device, believed to date back to 
World War II, was safely detonated later in the after-
noon following standard safety protocols. No injuries 
or damage were reported during the operation.

Manipur was a key theatre of military operations 
during the Second World War. Fierce battles were 
fought in the region in 1944 between Allied forces and 
the Japanese Army, which was supported by the Indi-
an National Army (INA) led by Netaji Subhas Chan-
dra Bose.Over the years, unexploded wartime ord-
nance and other military remnants have periodically 
surfaced in parts of Manipur and neighbouring Na-
galand, underscoring the enduring legacy of the con-
flict in the region. Authorities have urged residents 
to immediately inform the police if they come across 
any suspicious or explosive-looking objects during 
construction or excavation work.

Get all the latest and updated news 
of today in the evening. For 
subcribing to this e-paper contact 
at -8721838313

WWII-Era Unexploded 
Bomb Recovered and 
Safely Destroyed in 
Manipur’s Thoubal

PERSPECTIVE 

GUWAHATI

The Seventh Assam State Finance Com-
mission has cautioned that two flagship 
welfare initiatives of the state govern-
ment - Orunodoi and the National Food 
Security Act (NFSA) - could exert signifi-
cant pressure on Assam’s finances, partic-
ularly amid a declining share of Central 
tax devolution.

In its latest report, the Commission 
warned that the combined annual finan-
cial burden of the two schemes could 
reach ?10,860 crore, raising concerns 
about long-term fiscal sustainability.

  The third edition of the Orunodoi 
scheme is expected to cover 37.2 lakh 
beneficiaries, with each receiving ?1,250 
per month. According to the Commis-
sion’s assessment, this translates into an 
annual outgo of ?5,580 crore.

While acknowledging that the 
schemes are “laudable” and designed to 
support vulnerable sections, the panel 
expressed concern over funding modal-
ities. “The schemes are no doubt laud-
able, albeit they touch a small segment of 
the needy population. More importantly, 
such a huge outgo annually will have 
disastrous effect on State finances since 
Government of Assam is silent about 
the modalities of funding it,” the report 

noted.  
Under the NFSA, the Government of 

Assam proposes to issue ration cards to 
19,92,167 beneficiaries, entitling them 
to free food grains every month. These 
cardholders would also be eligible for 
free treatment under the Ayushman 

Bharat scheme.
The Commission pegged the annual 

financial implication of the NFSA initia-
tive at ?5,280 crore - approximately ?440 
crore per month.

It further observed that the state 
plans to integrate the Orunodoi scheme 

with the ration card programme, taking 
the combined annual financial impact to 
a substantial ?10,860 crore.

  The report also highlighted a struc-
tural issue affecting Assam’s fiscal posi-
tion - the gradual decline in its percent-
age share of the divisible pool of Central 
taxes as recommended by successive 
Central Finance Commissions.

Assam’s share has fallen from 4.12 per 
cent in the first report of the IX Finance 
Commission to 3.128 per cent in the sec-
ond report of the XV Finance Commis-
sion. The Commission said this steady 
reduction has adversely affected the flow 
of funds from the Centre.“For instance, a 
drop of mere 0.1 per cent in the percent-
age share entails revenue sacrifice of 
about ?758 crore,” the report stated, un-
derlining the magnitude of the impact.  

The Commission’s observations come 
at a time when the state government con-
tinues to expand welfare coverage while 
also committing resources to infrastruc-
ture and development projects.

The report suggests that without 
clearly articulated funding mechanisms 
and prudent fiscal management, the cu-
mulative burden of large-scale welfare 
schemes - combined with shrinking 
Central transfers - could strain Assam’s 
financial stability in the coming years.

One of the hardest tasks for 
the human mind is convincing 
yourself that you no longer care.

GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma on February 17 dismissed the 
political significance of Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra’s proposed visit to Guwahati, 
questioning whether it would have any 
meaningful impact on the state’s electoral 
landscape.

Responding to questions from reporters, 
Sarma remarked, “Why? Is she going to 
vote here?”-a statement aimed at under-
scoring what he described as the primacy 
of local leadership in Assam politics.

The Chief Minister asserted that leaders 
rooted in the state wield greater influence 
among voters than national figures vis-
iting during campaign periods. “I am a 
bigger leader. Bhupen Borah is a bigger 
leader. Dilip Saikia is a bigger leader as far 
as Assam is concerned,” he said, referring 
to senior political figures in the state.

Sarma’s comments come at a time of 
intensified political mobilisation in Assam, 
with both the Bharatiya Janata Party and 
the Indian National Congress stepping 
up outreach efforts ahead of upcoming 
electoral contests.

The exchange reflects sharpening 
rhetoric between the ruling BJP and the 
opposition Congress as both parties seek to 
consolidate support across constituencies 
in the run-up to the polls.
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A PATEL

On February 9, 2026, the administration 
of Donald Trump released a fact sheet 
from the White House heralding what it 
described as a “historic trade deal” with 
India. The announcement, accompanied 
by a joint statement, promised to ease 
tariff tensions, deepen market access, and 
inaugurate a fresh chapter in economic co-
operation between the world’s two largest 
democracies.

Within days, however, the celebratory 
rhetoric collided with domestic political 
reality in New Delhi. Opposition leaders 
decried the agreement as a capitulation. 
Farmer organisations warned of rural 
distress. Street protests followed. And as 
the fine print began to circulate, it became 
clear that what had been unveiled was 
not a final treaty but a provisional frame-
work-an interim understanding still sub-
ject to negotiation, revision, and eventual 
signature.

What India has secured is real but 
conditional: significant tariff relief in ex-
change for selective market openings, sub-
stantial purchasing intentions, and subtle 
recalibrations in geopolitical alignment. It 
is a strategic wager-one that offers short-
term economic oxygen but demands care-
ful management of long-term sovereignty 
and domestic stability.

Tariff Relief: Oxygen for Exporters
The most immediate and tangible out-

come of the February framework is relief 
for Indian exporters battered by the tar-
iff escalations of 2025. Over the past year, 
many Indian products entering the Ameri-
can market had faced a combined effective 
duty of nearly 50 percent. This comprised a 
25 percent “reciprocal” tariff layered atop 
an additional 25 percent levy tied explicitly 
to India’s continued imports of discounted 
Russian crude oil.

Under the new arrangement, that com-
bined burden falls to 18 percent across key 
labour-intensive sectors-textiles, apparel, 
leather goods, footwear, chemicals, and 
certain machinery. For export clusters in 
Tiruppur, Ludhiana, Surat, and Agra, the 
shift is dramatic. Orders that had begun 
drifting toward Vietnam, Bangladesh, and 
Mexico are reportedly returning. Margins 
that had thinned dangerously are stabilis-
ing. The rupee, under pressure for months, 
has found some respite.

For Indian pharmaceuticals, gems and 
jewellery, and auto components, the frame-
work hints at further preferential access as 
negotiations toward a comprehensive bi-
lateral trade agreement continue. Non-tar-
iff barriers-often more consequential than 
duties themselves-may be streamlined.

The United States remains a $30-trillion 
market. Restored competitiveness there is 
not a minor gain; it is a lifeline. In a global 
trading system increasingly fractured by 
geopolitical blocs, the ability to secure ac-
cess to American consumers strengthens 
India’s claim as a manufacturing alterna-
tive to China.

 
The Agricultural Flashpoint
Yet tariff relief does not come free. In 

return, India has agreed to eliminate or 
sharply reduce duties on a range of Ameri-
can industrial goods and a politically sensi-
tive basket of agricultural products. These 
include distillers’ dried grains and red sor-
ghum for animal feed, tree nuts, fresh and 
processed fruits, soybean oil, wine, and 
spirits.

The government insists that core sen-
sitivities-dairy, major cereals, pulses, and 
meat-remain shielded through quotas and 
exclusions. Officials emphasise that no 
unrestricted floodgates have been opened. 
But scepticism runs deep in the country-
side.

Indian agriculture is dominated by 
smallholders with thin margins and lim-
ited state support compared to heavily 
subsidised American agribusiness. Farm-

er organisations warn that even targeted 
liberalisation could depress prices in vul-
nerable sectors such as horticulture and 
oilseeds. Apple growers in the Himalayan 
belt, citrus farmers in the Northeast, and 
edible oil producers in central India fear 
import surges that domestic supply chains 
may not withstand.

Memories of the 2020 farm law protests 
remain fresh. Opposition parties have 
seized upon the issue, portraying the agree-
ment as a replay of earlier reform attempts 
that triggered mass mobilisation. Whether 
these anxieties crystallise into sustained 
agitation will depend on implementa-
tion-especially on safeguards, quotas, and 
income support measures that New Delhi 
ultimately deploys.

 
The $500-Billion Question
Equally contentious is the declaration 

that India “intends” to purchase up to 
$500 billion in American energy products, 
aircraft, advanced technology, and coking 
coal over the next five years.

The language is telling. Early drafts 
reportedly used the word “commitment,” 
which would have implied binding pro-
curement targets. Following Indian objec-
tions, the phrasing was softened to “inten-
tion.” Yet the scale of the figure remains 
eye-catching-effectively doubling current 
import levels from the United States in the 
specified sectors.

Supporters argue that much of this rep-
resents reorientation rather than expan-
sion. Oil imports, for instance, could shift 
partially from Russia to American or other 
suppliers without significantly increasing 
overall energy expenditure. Aircraft pur-
chases align with the expansion plans of 
Indian carriers. Technology acquisitions 
dovetail with India’s digital and semicon-
ductor ambitions.

Critics, however, warn of new vulnera-
bilities. Large purchase expectations can 
translate into political leverage. Failure 
to meet informal targets could invite re-
newed tariff threats. The bilateral trade 
balance, already tilted in India’s favour, 
may narrow sharply-altering negotiating 
dynamics in future disputes.

In effect, the $500-billion figure func-
tions less as an accounting forecast and 
more as a strategic signal: India is pre-
pared to anchor its economic future more 
firmly within the American orbit.

Russian Oil and Strategic Autonomy
The most geopolitically charged dimen-

sion of the framework concerns energy 
sourcing. The initial fact sheet from the 
White House suggested that the rollback of 
punitive tariffs was recognition of India’s 
“commitment” to cease purchasing Rus-
sian oil. That phrasing quickly generated 
unease in New Delhi.

Indian officials have avoided confirm-
ing any explicit pledge. The joint statement 
contains no direct reference to halting 
Russian crude imports. Moscow, while 
publicly restrained, has signalled cautious 
concern.

Since 2022, discounted Russian oil has 
played a significant role in stabilising In-
dia’s inflation and refinery margins. Be-
yond energy, the defence relationship with 
Russia remains structurally entrenched. 
Legacy platforms across India’s armed 
forces depend on Russian spare parts and 
maintenance. Joint ventures, including 
the BrahMos missile programme, illus-
trate a depth of cooperation unlikely to be 
unwound swiftly.

Yet the episode underscores a narrow-
ing strategic corridor. Access to the Amer-
ican market now appears tied-implicitly if 
not formally-to closer alignment on Russia 
policy. India continues to invoke “strategic 
autonomy,” but autonomy in a polarised 
world carries rising opportunity costs.

Balancing discounted energy security 
with geopolitical signalling will test New 
Delhi’s diplomatic agility. A precipitous 
break with Moscow would be disruptive; 

visible defiance of Washington could re-
awaken tariff pressures.

 Digital Trade and Regulatory Space
Beyond goods and energy lies the less 

visible but equally consequential terrain 
of digital trade. The framework speaks of 
“robust bilateral rules” to address “dis-
criminatory or burdensome practices.” 
Such language echoes longstanding Amer-
ican concerns about data localisation man-
dates, cross-border data flow restrictions, 
and India’s digital services tax.

While revisions to the fact sheet have 
softened some of the more sweeping 
claims, the direction of travel is evident. As 
negotiations toward a full bilateral trade 
agreement advance, pressure may intensi-
fy to align India’s digital regulatory regime 
more closely with American preferences.

For a country that has sought to build 
its own data governance architecture-bal-
ancing privacy, innovation, and national 
security-the stakes are high. Regulatory 
flexibility in the digital domain intersects 
with issues of taxation, competition policy, 
and the ability to discipline global technol-
ogy giants.

Concessions here may not trigger street 
protests in the manner of agricultural re-
forms, but they carry long-term implica-
tions for technological sovereignty.

 China in the Background
No discussion of the February frame-

work is complete without acknowledging 
the strategic shadow of China. Though 
not explicitly named in every clause, the 
subtext is unmistakable. Provisions on 
supply-chain resilience, rules of origin 
designed to curb third-country trans-ship-
ment, and economic-security cooperation 
all reflect a shared American and Indian 
concern about “non-market policies.”

For India, which seeks to position it-
self as an alternative manufacturing hub 
in a fragmenting global economy, deep-
er economic integration with the United 
States serves both practical and symbolic 
functions. It signals reliability to Western 
investors. It reinforces the Quad’s econom-
ic pillar. It diversifies supply chains away 
from excessive Chinese dependence.

Yet this alignment must be managed 
without foreclosing engagement where in-
terests overlap. India’s economic ties with 
China remain substantial despite border 
tensions. An overly rigid bloc mentality 
would constrain India’s room for manoeu-
vre in Asia.

Thus, the February framework sits 
within a broader reconfiguration of glob-
al trade-a shift from universal multilat-
eralism toward selective, geopolitically 
aligned partnerships.

 Interim, Not Irreversible
Crucially, the February announcement 

is not a finished product. It is an interim 
framework-subject to negotiation, clarifi-
cation, and political scrutiny. The rapid 
edits to the initial fact sheet-softening lan-
guage on agricultural access, modifying 
references to energy commitments, and 
omitting explicit mention of Russian oil 
cessation-demonstrate fluidity.

This interim status provides New Delhi 
with leverage. Indian negotiators can seek 
stronger safeguards for vulnerable farm-
ers, clearer language insulating defence 
cooperation with Russia, and digital provi-
sions that preserve regulatory autonomy.

The coming months will determine 
whether tariff relief translates into durable 
manufacturing gains or remains a tempo-
rary reprieve. Will export growth catalyse 
investment in value addition and employ-
ment? Will agricultural openings be paired 
with infrastructure upgrades and income 
support? Will geopolitical alignment be 
calibrated to avoid alienating indispens-
able partners?

Implementation, not announcement, 
will define success.

 Pragmatism and Protest
Domestically, the framework straddles 

pragmatism and protest. The ruling par-

ty frames it as a masterstroke-defusing a 
damaging tariff spiral and securing access 
to the world’s largest consumer market. 
It argues that economic integration with 
the United States enhances India’s global 
stature and fortifies its strategic position 
against China.

The opposition counters that sovereign-
ty has been bartered for short-term gains. 
It warns that rural livelihoods are being 
risked to buoy urban export sectors. It 
questions the scale and transparency of the 
$500-billion purchase intentions.

Both narratives contain elements of 
truth. Trade policy invariably involves 
trade-offs. Market access abroad often re-
quires market openness at home. Strategic 
partnerships demand alignment on con-
tested global issues.

The February framework exemplifies 
such a trade-off. India purchases stability 
and renewed competitiveness in exchange 

for policy adjustments and geopolitical 
signalling. Whether this bargain proves 
farsighted or fraught depends on execution 
and communication.

 A Calculated Gamble
At its core, the February reset is neither 

capitulation nor triumph. It is a calculated 
gamble shaped by economic necessity and 
strategic ambition.

India’s growth trajectory depends 
increasingly on export dynamism, sup-
ply-chain integration, and technology part-
nerships. Simultaneously, its geopolitical 
environment grows more complex, with 
intensifying US-China rivalry and per-
sistent tensions with Pakistan and China 
along contested borders.

In this context, closer economic ties 
with Washington offer insurance and op-
portunity. They also impose constraints.

If New Delhi consolidates tariff gains, 
protects vulnerable constituencies, and 
sustains diversified diplomatic ties-includ-
ing with Moscow-the February framework 
could inaugurate a more mature, inter-
est-driven partnership with the United 
States.

If, however, domestic backlash inten-
sifies, safeguards falter, or geopolitical 
balancing fails, the agreement may be re-
membered less for tariff relief than for the 
vulnerabilities it exposed.

The headlines of February 2026 capture 
only the overture. The symphony-of nego-
tiation, implementation, and political the-
atre-has just begun.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“I have always thought the actions 
of men the best interpreters of 
their thoughts.” - John Locke

T
he proposed India-USA trade deal has kicked-
off a good deal of controversies across the po-
litical, academic and analyst communities. 
The Opposition in Parliament, which is in 
ongoing Budget Session, is crying foul over 
the deal. Their criticisms are that the deal 

is one sided, tilted in favour of America, India’s sover-
eignty and strategic autonomy are compromised, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi threw in the towel by giving 
into Donald Trump’s diplomatic bullying and tariff tan-
trums.

 In the last week, in this column, I had written about 
the proposed deal inferring that India had a strategic 
breakthrough with USA after a season of mistrust and 
bitterness, but, taking note of a chorus of criticism of the 
proposed deal, I am made to rethink my perception of In-
dia-US bilateralism, whether the deal is a breakthrough 
or breakdown for India.

 Before we delve into the comments and criticisms, it 
is in order that we know what exactly has been agreed, 
and what the drill ahead is. We should be clear that no 
deal has been signed yet. What has happened so far is 
a joint announcement that the United States of Ameri-
ca and India have reached a framework for an Interim 
Agreement regarding reciprocal and mutually benefi-
cial trade; “it will include additional market access com-
mitments …. commitment to reciprocal and balanced 
trade…”.

 The key features of the framework include India’s 
commitment to eliminating or reducing tariffs on all US 
industrial goods and a wide range of US food and agricul-
tural products; “the United States will apply a reciprocal 
tariff rate”; “India intends to purchase 500b USD of US 
goods and expand market access opportunities through 
the negotiations on the Bilateral Trade Agreement 
(BTA)”. The United States and India will use this frame-
work to finalise an Interim Agreement that will lead to 
the signing of a mutually beneficial BTA”.

 So, let us be clear that only a framework for Indo-US 
trade agreement has been announced. This should lead 
to an Interim Agreement by mid-March and later to a 
BTA. In other words, only a broad understanding has 
been reached between both countries and details will be 
worked out. Going by Trump’s flexibility or dynamism 
which many observers call fickle-mindedness, things 
could further change by the conclusion of a BTA. There-
fore, the concerns about the deal are a bit premature.

 Analyzing the criticisms, these are of three kinds. 
One set of criticism refers to Trump’s ‘famous’ and 
much-talked and mocked about personality; there are a 
lots of mimes and parody of Trump by stand-up come-
dians of the US. Like it or not, unlike many American 
Presidents, Trump is the most-talked about leader in his 
country. It is mainly about his personality and public 
utterances. As I have written before in this column that 
people talk about what Trump says, not what he does. 
There are quite a few charity activities Trump did even 
before he came to the White House which the media does 
not talk about; nor does Donald Trump himself. 

In New York, he once built a skating arena at his own 
cost for the city administration. Since he comes from 
a rich business family, he has helped many individual 
and institutional causes. He gave his private jet to fly 
Nelson Mandela to the United States. While dealing with 
Trump, one has to study his approaches to public life 
and governance which have been consistent even before 
he came to politics. His focus is on economy, law and or-
der, result-based projects and cutting deals.

 Coming back to criticisms, it is argued that Trump 
unilaterally announced on 2 February on his Twitter 
handle, Truth Social at 10.42 pm IST which, conde-
scendingly portrayed the trade deal as a favour grant-
ed to Modi as a token of friendship and respect for the 
latter. Narendra Modi responded on his Twitter handle 
roughly 40 minutes later thanking Trump for the tariff 
reduction. A few days later, the White House released 
the so-called joint statement at 5 am IST on February 7 
when New Delhi was asleep – in a notable breach of dip-
lomatic protocol on the deal. The proposed deal comes 
after Trump’s series of insults at India calling it a dead 
economy, and brokering of the India-Pakistan war, and 
imposing 50 per cent tariffs and so on.

 The second set of criticisms talks about asymme-
try of commitments. There is quite a bit of asymmetry 
on overall structure of the deal, tariff policy, purchase 
commitments, energy and geo-politics, monitoring and 
enforcement, Non-Tariff Barriers (NTBs), political risk 
in agriculture and even future negotiations for BTA. 
While India’s commitments are hard and monitored, 
commitments by USA are conditional and reversible. 
The third type of criticisms are on the impact of the deal 
on geo-politics.

 It is fair to say that the criticisms are bit of an over-
reaction. It is true that Trump can change his mind, for 
good or bad for India. But Trump has been good to In-
dia in his first term. In the second, his attitude to India 
has been changing. Is it driven by his own thinking or 
India’s foreign policy? There was no US-Ukraine war in 
his first term. The inability of India to cut a deal, as a 
trade-off between India’s withdrawal of support to Rus-
sia (buying Russian oil) and getting solid support from 
the US vis-à-vis China and Pakistan, has also influenced 
Trump’s dealing with India.

 While the West expected India to be a counterweight 
to China, New Delhi took a flight of fancy on strategic 
autonomy and multipolar world etc. Even now, many 
in the foreign policy community are critical of the West 
which includes the FTA with Britain, Europe and now 
US. Is it not a fact that China became an economic su-
perpower with the investments from the West? India’s 
anti-West and pro-South approach will deliver no eco-
nomic dividend for the country, not even strategic gain. 
One school of critics is suggesting that buying no oil 
from Russia will not impose economic costs but a stra-
tegic loss. This flies in the face as how no oil deal with 
Russia will cost India strategically. Russia is not able to 
trounce Ukraine, how can it extend any security support 
to India.

 On the surface, the trade deal seems favouring the 
USA, particularly on elimination of India’s trade sur-
plus and commitment to import 500b USD worth of US 
goods in the next five years. But it is early days, India 
can re-negotiate the volumes of imports and exports. 
Apparently, the 500b USD was agreed as the volume of 
bilateral trade in next five years not just India’s import 
from the US. One can count on Trump’s ability to change 
more than New Delhi’s stubbornness. Politics, national 
or international is an evolving process. In geo-politics, 
issues and individuals change faster than expected. So, 
treat this deal as a strategic breakthrough and build on 
it.
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Another good news from 
Kuno🐆🌿 Kuno welcomes 
three new cubs - A roaring 
new chapter at Kuno on 
the occasion of completion 
of 3 years of arrival of 
cheetahs from South Africa. 
Celebrations echo through 
Kuno National Park as Gamini, 
the South African cheetah 
and second-time mother, 
has brought 3 new cubs into 
the world. This joyful arrival 
marks the ninth successful 
cheetah litter on Indian soil 
and takes the number of 
surviving Indian-born cubs 
to 27. With these newest 
additions, India’s total cheetah 
population has now reached 
38—a powerful symbol of 
the country’s determined and 
historic conservation effort. 
Each birth strengthens the 
foundation of Project Cheetah 
and reflects the passion, 
perseverance, and round-the-
clock dedication of the field 
staff and veterinary teams who 
have nurtured this dream into 
reality. A moment of pride 
for Kuno, and for India—may 
Gamini and her three little 
sprinters grow strong and carry 
the nation’s cheetah revival 
story forward with speed and 
grace. ~ Bhupendra Yadav, 
Union Cabinet Minister for 
Environment, Forest & Climate 
Change,

INDIA-US 
TRADE DEAL 

DECODING  

THE FEBRUARY FRAMEWORK: 
INDIA’S HIGH-STAKES RESET 

WITH THE UNITED STATES

DIGITAL WAR OF WORDS



REGIONAL

 GUWAHATI 

The Assam Public Service Commis-

sion (APSC) has cancelled the Com-
bined Competitive Examination 
(CCE) 2024 results hours after their 

declaration, with Chief Minister Him-
anta Biswa Sarma attributing the 
move to a technical error in the reser-
vation allocation.

 Speaking to reporters on Tues-
day following a Cabinet meeting and 
ahead of the presentation of the Vote 
on Account Budget 2026–27 in the State 
Assembly, Sarma described the issue 
as a “small” discrepancy in the reser-
vation list.

 “Moran and Motok communities 
were supposed to get two reserved 
seats each. However, APSC erroneous-
ly allotted four seats only to the Motok 
community,” he said. The Chief Min-
ister rejected allegations of corruption 
or deliberate irregularity, assuring 
candidates that the merit list would 
remain unchanged once the error is 
rectified.

 “The results will remain the same, 
and the final list will be released soon 

after the correction. There is no issue 
of corruption. Our duty is to ensure 
justice for the small indigenous com-
munities affected,” Sarma added.

 The CCE 2024 results, announced 
on Monday, had recommended 288 
candidates for appointment to the 
Assam Civil Service (ACS), Assam 
Police Service (APS) and allied servic-
es. However, the list was withdrawn 
within hours of being uploaded, trig-
gering confusion and concern among 
aspirants. APSC Secretary Chandana 
Mahanta later confirmed that the re-
sults were cancelled after detecting an 
error in the reservation notification 
and said a corrected list would be is-
sued shortly. The reservation dispute 
centres on posts earmarked for the 
Moran and Motok communities under 
the 27 per cent OBC/MOBC quota. In 
October 2023, the Assam Cabinet had 
approved one post each for the Mo-

ran and Motok communities in ACS 
Junior Grade and APS Junior Grade 
recruitments for the next five CCE 
cycles. According to the Chief Min-
ister, the allocation error led to two 
seats meant for the Moran community 
being omitted, while four seats were 
mistakenly assigned to the Motok 
community. The abrupt cancellation 
sparked protests in Lakshmi Nagar in 
Sivasagar, where students and activ-
ists affiliated with the Krishak Mukti 
Sangram Samiti (KMSS) and the Satra 
Mukti Sangram Samiti (SMSS) de-
manded accountability.

 KMSS general secretary Bidyut 
Saikia criticised the handling of the 
results, stating that thousands of can-
didates had invested years of prepara-
tion for the 288 advertised posts.

 “When the results were finally 
uploaded, selected candidates and 
their families celebrated. But within 

an hour, APSC cancelled it citing a 
technical error. How is this fair re-
cruitment?” Saikia asked, calling for a 
thorough inquiry into the lapse.

 He further alleged that two seats 
meant for the Moran community were 
left out in the process, intensifying 
concerns over administrative over-
sight. The Chief Minister maintained 
that the correction process is under-
way and that no candidate’s merit po-
sition will be altered due to the rectifi-
cation of the reservation matrix.

 Officials indicated that the revised 
results would be released once the 
allocation is aligned with the Cabi-
net-approved quota framework.

 The episode has once again put the 
spotlight on recruitment transparen-
cy in Assam, with aspirants seeking 
greater clarity and accountability in 
high-stakes examinations conducted 
by the state’s premier recruiting body.

Census 2027 
Preparations 

Gather Pace as 
District-Level 

Training Begins 
in Senapati

Fresh Blow to Insurgency: Two PLA 
Cadres Held, Arms and Grenades 

Seized in Manipur Sweep

Zubeen Garg Death Case: Wife Seeks Fast-
Track Court as Trial Faces Repeated Delays

APSC Cancels CCE 2024 Results Over Quota 
Allocation Error; CM Sarma Denies Irregularities

Numaligarh 2G Ethanol Plant Eyes 30,000 Bamboo 
Farmers; Rs 2.4 Crore Paid Directly to Growers

SENAPATI
Preparations for Census 2027 have 
gained momentum in Manipur 
with the launch of a three-day 
district-level training programme 
on House Listing and Housing 
Census (HLO) in Senapati district.
The training commenced at the 
Conference Hall of the Deputy 
Commissioner’s Office in Senapati 
and is aimed at equipping officials 
with the skills and procedural 
clarity required for accurate and 
efficient data collection during the 
nationwide enumeration exercise.

The programme is being con-
ducted under the supervision of 
the Principal Census Officer, Sen-
apati, and jointly organised by the 
Directorate of Census Operations, 
Manipur and the district adminis-
tration.

Addressing the participants, 
Deputy Commissioner and Princi-
pal Census Officer Mamoni Doley, 
IAS, underscored the critical im-
portance of the census as a founda-
tional exercise for governance and 
policy planning. She recalled that 
the 16th Census, initially sched-
uled for 2021, had to be postponed 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
making the upcoming Census 
2027 particularly significant.Doley 
stressed the need for close coor-
dination among Sub-Divisional 
Officers and census staff to ensure 
seamless execution of the exer-
cise across the district. She high-
lighted that meticulous planning, 
clear communication, and strict 
adherence to guidelines would be 
key to maintaining data accuracy 
and credibility.Officials from the 
Directorate of Census Operations, 
Manipur are leading the sessions, 
which cover a comprehensive 
range of topics. These include an 
overview of Census 2027, roles and 
responsibilities of census function-
aries, legal provisions governing 
the census process, fund man-
agement protocols, manpower 
planning, publicity strategies, 
and core census procedures and 
definitions.

KRC TIMES NEWS DESK

IMPHAL:In a major ruling that may 
impact thousands of poor families, the 
Manipur Information Commission 
has settled a long running confusion 
between the Right to Information Act 
and the National Food Security Act 
on fee exemption.

The order came on February 16 
in Complaint Case No. 15 of 2025 filed 
by Asem Roshan Singh against the 
SPIO-cum-BDO of Wangoi.

At the centre of the case was a 
gap in law. The RTI Act gives full fee 
exemption to people holding Below 
Poverty Line cards. But after the Food 
Security Act came into force, BPL 
cards were replaced with Priority 
Household and Antyodaya Anna Yo-
jana categories. Since BPL cards are 
no longer issued, many PHH families 
were being asked to pay RTI fees. This 
blocked access to information.

The Commission has now ruled 
that PHH beneficiaries are the pres-
ent legal successors of the old BPL 

category. It said the shift from BPL 
to PHH under the food law was only 
a change in system, not removal of 
poverty status.

The order clearly states that ask-
ing RTI fees from certified PHH ben-
eficiaries is not legally valid. It also 
warned that such demands defeat the 
spirit of the RTI law and weaken citi-
zens’ rights.

The Commission further noted 
that confusing official communica-
tions can discourage poor citizens 
from using the RTI Act.

Calling the decision significant, 
the Commission said welfare chang-
es under one law cannot take away 
rights given under another.

The ruling will now serve as guid-
ance for all Public Information Of-
ficers in Manipur while dealing with 
RTI applications from PHH and AAY 
families.The complainant thanked 
the State Chief Information Commis-
sioner for what he described as a clear 
and citizen friendly interpretation of 
the law.

IMPHAL

In a coordinated counter-insur-
gency push, security forces ar-
rested two active members of the 
proscribed People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA) and recovered a 
cache of arms and explosives dur-
ing operations carried out across 
Imphal East and Imphal West dis-
tricts on February 17.

Officials described the crack-
down as part of intensified efforts 
to dismantle insurgent networks 
attempting to regroup in vulner-
able pockets of the state.

According to official sourc-
es, a self-styled private of the 
PLA’s RPF wing, identified as 
Athokpam Manaoton Meitei ali-
as Tamanao alias Malem alias 
Amujao (42), was arrested from 
Sawombung in Imphal East dis-
trict. He is a resident of Chana 
Mayai Leikai under Lamlai Po-
lice Station limits.

Security personnel acted on 
specific intelligence inputs be-
fore launching the operation 
that led to his capture. Authori-

ties are currently interrogating 
the accused to ascertain his role 
within the outfit and possible 
links to recent activities in the 
region.

In another operation on the 
same day, security forces arrest-
ed a self-styled lieutenant of the 
PLA, Ningthoujam Ibungocha 
alias Sathouba Meitei (38), from 
Yaingangpokpi Bazar under 
Yaingangpokpi Police Station in 
Imphal East district.

Preliminary investigations 
suggest that he was actively in-
volved in extortion-related activ-
ities. A mobile phone along with 
a SIM card was seized from his 
possession. Officials said digital 
evidence retrieved from the de-
vice could provide crucial leads 
about the outfit’s operational 
network.

In a parallel development, 
a substantial cache of weapons 
and explosives was recovered 
from an area along Ngairangbam 
Tanoukhul Road towards Longa 
Koireng under Patsoi Police Sta-
tion in Imphal West district.
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Quest!

 GUWAHATI
The trial in the death case of 
Assamese music icon Zubeen Garg 
has yet to commence formally, with 
his wife Garima Saikia Garg and the 
prosecution expressing concern over 
what they described as “unnecessary 
delays” caused by repeated petitions 
filed by the accused. 

Addressing reporters on Monday 
outside the Kamrup Metropolitan 
District and Sessions Court, Garima 
Saikia Garg, accompanied by senior 
Public Prosecutor Ziaul Kamar, urged 
authorities to expedite proceedings by 
constituting a fast-track court.

 “The proceedings are being 
unnecessarily delayed. We have 
requested a fast-track court for day-to-
day hearings, but it hasn’t been estab-
lished yet. I appeal to the authorities 
to act on this,” she said.

 According to the prosecution, 
regular hearings in the case have 
not begun as multiple applications 

filed by the accused are still pending 
before the court.

 “The regular hearings have not 
started. The accused are employing 
tactics to delay the process by filing 
repeated petitions,” Kamar told 
reporters, adding that the trial can 
proceed only after these applications 
are disposed of.

 The court has scheduled the next 
hearing for March 2.

 Zubeen Garg died on September 
19 last year while swimming near 
Lazarus Island in Singapore, where 
he had travelled to attend the 4th 
North East India Festival (NEIF). 
While Singapore’s Coroner Court 
concluded that the singer’s death 
was accidental — stating that he had 
consumed a substantial amount of 
alcohol and drowned after refusing 
to wear a life vest — the Assam gov-
ernment treated the case as a murder 
investigation. Subsequently, seven 
individuals were arrested in connec-

tion with the case.  
Those currently in custody 

include NEIF organiser Shyamkanu 
Mahanta, Garg’s manager Siddharth 
Sharma, band members Shekhar 
Jyoti Goswami and Amrit Prabha 
Mahanta, his cousin and Assam 
Police DSP Sandipan Garg, and per-
sonal security officers Nandeswar 
Bora and Prabin Baishya.

 Shyamkanu Mahanta is the 
younger brother of former Assam 
DGP Bhaskar Jyoti Mahanta, who 
later served as Chief Information 
Commissioner of the Assam State 
Information Commission. Another 
elder brother, Nani Gopal Mahanta, 
is Vice-Chancellor of Gauhati 
University and had earlier advised 
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma 
on education matters.

Several petitions have been filed 
by the accused seeking various forms 
of relief. Shyamkanu Mahanta has 
moved the court to unfreeze his 

bank accounts. Siddharth Sharma 
has sought access to proceedings 
of Singapore’s Coroner Court and 
requested discharge from certain 
charges. Shekhar Jyoti Goswami has 
filed a similar plea seeking relief from 
specific sections invoked against him. 

The prosecution maintains that 
these repeated legal applications have 
stalled the commencement of regular 
trial proceedings. 

The Assam Cabinet had earlier 
appointed a five-member team of 
Special Public Prosecutors to handle 
the case, with Ziaul Kamar leading 
the prosecution. Senior advocate 
Brojendra Mohan Chaudhuri has 
been appointed as an additional 
prosecutor, while Kishor Dutta, 
Pranjal Dutta and Vikash Jammar 
are serving as assistant prosecutors.

 As legal arguments continue over 
preliminary petitions, the victim’s 
family has reiterated its demand for 
swift justice.

Meghalaya Detects 658 Illegal Bangladeshi 
Nationals Since 2021; 194 Deported, Says Dy CM

PHH Beneficiaries Entitled 
to RTI Fee Waiver: Manipur 
Information Commission in 

Landmark Order

 NUMALIGARH

Assam’s push into next-generation bi-
ofuels is gathering pace, with Assam 
Bio Ethanol Pvt Ltd (ABEPL) targeting 
partnerships with over 30,000 bamboo 
farmers in the next three years to se-
cure raw material for its second-gen-
eration ethanol facility at Numaligarh.

 The plant, located in Golaghat dis-
trict, is the world’s only operational 
second-generation bioethanol unit 
using bamboo as feedstock, setting it 
apart from conventional first-gener-
ation ethanol plants that rely on food 
crops such as sugarcane or maize.

 ABEPL Chief Executive Officer 
Rupjyoti Hazarika said the unit is 
currently in its start-up phase and is 
expected to stabilise within a week be-
fore moving to full-scale commercial 
production. 

“During the trial run, we produced 
fuel-grade ethanol with 99.7 per cent 
purity. The normal benchmark is 99.5 
per cent,” he said.

 Spread across 43 acres, the plant 
requires approximately five lakh met-
ric tonnes per annum (MTPA) of green 
bamboo to achieve its installed ethanol 
production capacity.

 Beyond ethanol, the facility is de-

signed to produce 19,000 tonnes of fur-
fural, 11,000 tonnes of acetic acid, 32,000 
tonnes of liquid carbon dioxide, and 
generate 25 megawatts of green power 
annually. 

To ensure sustained raw material 
supply, the company plans to develop 
bamboo plantations across 12,500 hec-
tares over the next three years, using 
around 60 lakh saplings. 

“So far, we have registered more 
than 4,200 farmers for bamboo sourc-
ing. Our target is to reach over 30,000 
farmers within a 300-kilometre sourc-
ing radius,” Hazarika said. 

The company has already disbursed 
?2.4 crore directly into farmers’ bank 
accounts for bamboo procurement, 

eliminating middlemen in the process.
 “We are sourcing green bamboo 

from 16 districts in Assam, four dis-
tricts in Arunachal Pradesh, five in 
Nagaland and one in Meghalaya,” he 
added.

 Currently, bamboo cultivation is 
underway on 300 hectares of land with 
registered farmers. ABEPL has dis-
tributed one lakh saplings free of cost, 
with a significant portion going to in-
stitutional players such as tea estates.

 With the government permitting 
up to five per cent of tea garden land to 
be used for non-tea purposes, several 
tea estate owners have expressed in-
terest in bamboo cultivation.

 “We are identifying barren and un-

used land for bamboo cultivation. We 
are not encouraging the conversion of 
agricultural land,” Hazarika empha-
sised. For ethanol production, bamboo 
is chopped into 25 mm chips before 
processing. Although the Northeast 
hosts multiple bamboo species, the 
plant does not require any specific va-
riety for fuel production.

 In the first phase, ABEPL has iden-
tified 24 bamboo chipping units across 
four districts. Agreements have been 
signed with eight units, and four have 
already begun supplying bamboo 
chips. 

The plant operates as a zero-waste 
facility, utilising every part of the 
bamboo to maximise value addition. 
Officials estimate that the project 
could inject nearly ?200 crore annu-
ally into the rural economy through 
farmer engagement, transport, and 
ancillary services.

 ABEPL is a joint venture promot-
ed by state-run Numaligarh Refinery 
Limited (NRL), Finland-based Fortum 
3 BV, and Chempolis Oy.

 The ?4,930-crore project, with an 
installed production capacity of 49,000 
tonnes per annum, was inaugurated 
in September 2025 by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. 

With commercial operations set 
to scale up, the Numaligarh ethanol 
plant is expected to play a pivotal role 
in strengthening India’s biofuel blend-
ing targets while simultaneously 
creating a large bamboo-based rural 
economy across the Northeast.

A “Mouse potato” is someone 
who spends a lot of time at a 
computer.

 SHILLONG

Meghalaya has detected 658 illegal 
Bangladeshi nationals since 2021, 
of whom 194 have been deported 
after completing their sentences, 
Deputy Chief Minister Prestone 
Tynsong informed the Assembly 
on Tuesday.

 Replying to a call-attention 
notice moved by Voice of the Peo-
ple Party (VPP) legislator Heav-
ing Stone Kharpran, Tynsong 
said that from 2021 till February 
3, 2026, the identified foreign na-
tionals were prosecuted under 
relevant legal provisions.

 “From 2021 till February 3, 
2026, a total of 658 illegal Bangla-
deshi nationals were detected in 
the state and prosecuted under 
relevant legal provisions,” he 
said. 

During the same period, 194 
individuals were deported after 
serving their sentences and secur-
ing the necessary travel permits 
from the Bangladesh Embassy.

 Outlining the government’s 
strategy, Tynsong said Megha-

laya has put in place a “compre-
hensive and multi-layered anti-in-
filtration mechanism” to curb 
illegal migration across vulnera-
ble stretches of the inter-state and 
Indo-Bangladesh border.

 The state government has 
established 18 anti-infiltration 
checkposts and gates at strategic 
locations, along with a land cus-
toms station to bolster surveil-
lance and enforcement. 

In addition, anti-infiltration 
special squads have been de-

ployed across all districts.
 “The squads regularly con-

duct anti-infiltration drives, sur-
prise naka checks and patrolling 
in vulnerable areas in close coor-
dination with the labour depart-
ment, village defence parties and 
local authorities,” the Deputy 
Chief Minister said.

 Tynsong informed the House 
that 11 district-level task forces 
have been constituted to identify 
and deport illegal foreign nation-
als.

 “These sustained measures 
have resulted in significant de-
tections and enforcement out-
comes,” he said.

 A state-level committee has 
also been formed to identify 
and deport foreigners who have 
overstayed their permitted dura-
tion and to ensure coordination 
among various enforcement agen-
cies.

 The Deputy Chief Minister 
noted that the Meghalaya Resi-
dent Safety and Security Act has 
been operationalised in parts of 
East Khasi Hills district to regu-

late the entry and stay of outsid-
ers. 

Authorities are also invoking 
provisions of the Immigration 
and Foreigners Act, 2025, the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and 
guidelines issued by the Union 
Ministry of Home Affairs to deal 
with infiltration cases.

 Tynsong appealed to civil so-
ciety organisations and citizens to 
cooperate with law enforcement 
agencies.

 “The government appeals to 
all organisations and citizens to 
cooperate with the authorities 
and allow verification to be car-
ried out through lawful means,” 
he said, stressing that while firm 
action will continue against ille-
gal migrants, genuine Indian cit-
izens must not be harassed in the 
process. 

With border vigilance inten-
sified and institutional mech-
anisms strengthened, the state 
government signalled that en-
forcement against illegal infiltra-
tion will remain a priority in the 
coming months.



NATIONAL

 NEW DELHI/MUMBAI

India and France   elevated their 
ties to a “special global strate-
gic partnership” with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron vowing to significantly 
ramp up bilateral cooperation in 

areas of defence, trade and tech-
nology in the face of increasing 
geopolitical upheavals.

 The two leaders also virtu-
ally inaugurated an assembly 
line in Karnataka’s Vemagal to 
build Airbus H125 helicopters.

Modi hosted Macron for 
wide-ranging talks in Mumbai, 

hours after the French leader 
landed in the city on a three-
day India visit.

 “India and France share 
a very special relationship. 
France is one of India’s oldest 
strategic partners. And togeth-
er with President Macron, we 
have given this strategic part-

nership unprecedented depth 
and energy,” the prime minis-
ter said in his media statement.

 “On the basis of this same 
trust and shared vision, today 
we are establishing our rela-
tionship as a ‘Special Global 
Strategic Partnership,” he 
said.

Modi also made a reference 
to the H-125 helicopter assem-
bly line.

 “ W e  t a k e  p r i d e  i n  t h e 
fact that, together, India and 
France will manufacture in 
India the world’s only heli-
copter capable of flying to the 
heights of Mount Everest and 
export it to the entire world,” 
he said.

“The year 2026 is a turning 
point in the relations between 
India and Europe. Just a few 
days ago, we signed the largest 
and most ambitious Free Trade 
Agreement in India’s history 
with the European Union,” he 
said.

T h e  p r i m e  m i n i s t e r 
described India-France rela-
tionship as a force for global 
stability.

 “ T h e  w o r l d  i s  p a s s i n g 
through a phase of uncertainty 
today. In such an environment, 
the India-France partnership 
is a force for global stability,” 
he said.

 In his remarks, Macron said 
India is one of France’s most 
trusted partners.

 “From Rafale jets to sub-
marines, we are expanding 
defence cooperation,” he said.

 “Both our countries firmly 
believe in rule of law, and it 
has been demonstrated in past 
few years,” he noted.

M a c r o n  s a i d  I n d i a  a n d 
France will continue to coop-
erate to combat terrorism.

DHAKA

Women in Bangladesh follow a distinct 
colour code on national red-letter days. 
On Poila Baisakh, 15 April, the lal paar 
shada shari—white with a red bor-
der—is donned to usher in the Bengali 
New Year. On Bijoy Dibas, December 
16, marking the 1971 surrender of the 
Pakistan Army in Dhaka, the palette 
turns green. On February 21, black is 
worn as homage to those killed in Dhaka 
in 1952 for seeking national language 
status for Bengali as well as Urdu.

 Today, too, has its own special col-
our: bright yellow in a range of hues. 
Across Bangladesh, women in sunshine 
sarees, flowers woven into their hair, are 
celebrating basanta utsav, the advent 
of spring. They are also celebrating 
the verdict in the just-concluded elec-
tion. The fact that the BNP has won a 
landslide victory with 212 seats and the 
Jamaat-e-Islami was held at 77 is, for 
many women, a big relief.

 “Though I am traditionally an 
Awami League voter, I voted BNP this 
time,” said a 42-year-old woman in 
Dhaka’s upmarket Banani who works 
in the social sector. “Anything to keep 
the Jamaat out. Because of them I had 
packed away my track suits and sleeve-
less blouses. Now I can use them again. 
This is not frivolous. The Jamaat had 
cast a long shadow on women.” 

Ordinary women who ventured 
out in trousers instead of traditional 
attire were heckled, even assaulted, 
for the way they dressed. Often, the 
hecklers were women supporters of 
the Jamaat. Daily-wage earners were 
equally alarmed when the Jamaat man-
ifesto proposed women work five hours 
during maternity instead of eight. For 
women paid by the hour, fewer hours 
meant one thing: lower wages.

 In its manifesto, the Jamaat prom-
ised to increase the representation of 

women in the cabinet if elected to power. 
Ironically, the Jamaat did not field a sin-
gle woman candidate and was possibly 
the only political party in Bangladesh 
to have that distinction.

 Though Bangladesh has produced 
two powerful women prime ministers 
in its political history, the representa-
tion and participation of women in 
Bangladesh politics is poor.

 Of 12.7 crore voters, nearly half are 
women and male voters outnumber 
them by just 20-odd lakh. And yet the 
number of women who contested the 
elections this time was a mere 85 out of 
over 2034 candidates. The number who 
won was a shocking seven. Of the win-
ners, six belong to the BNP. The seventh 
is an independent who was earlier with 
the BNP but walked out after she was 

denied a ticket. 
Granular data on women’s turn-

out and voting pattern is awaited, but 
they had queued up in conspicuously 
large numbers at the polling stations 
on February 12 and may have had a 
significant role in keeping the Jamaat-
e-Islami to 77 seats.

 Besides the women’s vote, another 
reason for the BNP’s strong performance 
could be the secret vote of staunch 
Awami Leaguers, particularly women, 
who went out and voted in numbers for 
the BNP—not because they switched 
loyalty but to keep the Jamaat out.

 No one would speak on the record. 
But a 37-year-old male Dhaka resident 
whose family is traditionally pro-Awa-
mi League said he was stunned when 
a number of his “fufis and mamis and 

a variety of aunts” went and voted for 
the BNP.

 “I did not go to vote. But my aunts 
took a very firm and considered deci-
sion to vote BNP. They said it would be 
a kalanka—a disgrace—if their non-par-
ticipation in the election enabled the 
Jamaat come to power,” he said.

  The BNP may have also benefited 
from the floating electorate called “fleet-
ing” or “sceptic” voters in Bangladesh, 
which accounts for around 15 per cent 
of votes. Not ideologically committed to 
any political party, they chose BNP this 
time since they did not have the Awami 
League option. Those who did not wish 
to waste their vote chose BNP as it is a 
“known devil” that the Awami League 
has defeated in the past. The Jamaat in 
power is an unknown quantity.

 The Daily Star, a popular English 
newspaper in Dhaka, carried a “mes-
sage” to the newly-elected government 
from Naziba Basher, well-known actor, 
dancer and a journalist at the paper. It 
was a message—poignant but steely—
from a woman voter to the new party 
in power. 

“On one side stood a politics that 
openly imagines a future where women 
shrink, where our public lives are con-
ditional, negotiated, permitted in mod-
eration. On the other side stood a party 
whose history carries the smell of mus-
cle, patronage and street power, a past 
heavy with intimidation and extortion…

 “Many of us voted against fear more 
than for ideology. We voted to prevent 
our lives from being negotiated in the-
ological committees. We voted so our 
ambitions would not require permission 
slips…” she wrote. 

“You were not handed a mandate of 
love. You were handed a probationary 
contract. And women were central to 
that contract.” 

Bangladesh’s women have put the 
new government on notice.

 NEW DELHI

The Government of Bihar on 
Tuesday signed Memorandums 
of Understanding (MoUs) worth 
Rs 468 crore at the world’s larg-
est India AI Impact Summit and 
Expo 2026.

 The agreements were 
signed with several major 
technology companies as well 
as with the Indian Institute of 
Technology Patna (IIT Patna).

 At the summit, innovators 
from Bihar engaged with lead-
ing global companies associat-
ed with artificial intelligence.

According to an official 
statement, “To promote inno-
vation, incubation and employ-
ment, Bihar has signed MoU of 
Rs. 60 crore for setting up Bihar 
AI CoE and 250 Crore for set-
ting up a research park at IIT 
Patna. For setting up the Bihar 
AI coe, Tiger Analytics will be 
Industry Partner and IIT Patna 
will be Academic Partner”.

 Under the Bihar GCC 
Policy 2026 and Bihar IT Policy 
2024, the state government also 
signed MoUs with notable GCC 
and IT units, including Red 
Cyber (Rs 103 crore), GrowQR 
(Rs 30 crore) and CIPL (Rs 25 
crore), among others.

 Chief Secretary Pratyay 
Amrit, who attended the 
occasion, said, “This move is 

expected to create over 10,000 
new job opportunities in the 
field of emerging technolo-
gies. Additionally, more than 
50,000 youth will receive skill 
development training through 
AI-linked programs”.

 The five-day summit shall 
witness participation from 
CEOs of more than 100 technol-
ogy companies and representa-
tives from over 135 countries.

 Bihar is exploring oppor-
tunities to integrate artificial 
intelligence into governance 
and ensure more effective 
implementation of government 
schemes.

 It is worth noting that 
the Government of Bihar 
recently approved the Bihar 
Global Capacity Centre (GCC) 
Policy 2026 and the Bihar 
Semiconductor Policy 2026 to 
position the State as a global 
technology hub for eastern and 
northeastern India.

 Bihar’s Chief Minister 
Samrat Choudhary inaugu-
rated the Bihar State Pavilion 
at the India AI Impact Summit 
& Expo 2026, held at Bharat 
Mandapam in New Delhi.

 The Union Minister of 
Panchayati Raj and Minister of 
Fisheries, Animal Husbandry 
and Dairying, Rajiv Ranjan 
Singh, was the Chief Guest on 
the occasion.

The programme was con-
ducted under the chairman-
ship of the Union Minister for 
Textiles, Giriraj Singh.

 Minister of Information 
Technology, Government of 
Bihar, Shreyasi Singh, Industry 
Minister Dilip Kumar Jaiswal 
and Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay 
Kumar Jha were also present.

 Other attendees includ-
ed Pratyay Amrit, Chief 
Secretary, Government of 
Bihar; B. Rajender, Additional 
Chief  Secretary,  GAD; 
Kundan Kumar, Secretary, 
Industries; Abhay Kumar 
Singh, Secretary, DIT; Saurabh 
Yadav, Director of Agriculture; 
Prof. Pritam Kumar, IIT Patna; 
and Prof. T. N. Singh, Director, 
IIT Patna.

Later, Pratyay Amrit stated, 
“To develop Bihar as the tech-
nology hub of northeastern 
India, the state government 
has undertaken several major 
initiatives. These include the 
announcement of a ‘Mega AI 
Core of Engineering’ under the 
Bihar AI Mission, signing of 
agreements with industry part-
ners and academic partners, 
signing of investment intent 
letters with leading investors, 
unveiling of state policies, 
launch of the Bihar GCC Policy 
2026 and Bihar Semiconductor 
Policy 2026, and the establish-
ment of a Research Park at IIT 
Patna, among others”.

 As India emerges as a glob-
al agenda-setter in the field of 
artificial intelligence, Bihar 
is steadily establishing itself 
as a technology hub in north-
eastern India.The introduc-
tion of the Bihar GCC Policy, 
Semiconductor Policy and 
IT Policy has significantly 
heightened interest among 
global technology companies 
in the state.

INTERNATIONAL

TEHRAN

Iran’s supreme leader, 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
said Tuesday that US 
President Donald Trump 
would not succeed in 
destroying the Islamic 
republic, as talks between 
the two countries began in 
Geneva.

“In one of his recent 
speeches, the US presi-
dent said that for 47 years 
America has not succeeded 
in destroying the Islamic 
republic... I tell you: you 
will not succeed either,” 
said Khamenei in a speech.

 The remarks came as 
Tehran and Washington 
kicked off a second round 
of talks on Tuesday in 
Geneva.

The first round was held 
earlier in February, after 
earlier talks collapsed dur-
ing last year’s Iran-Israel 
war.

 The latest talks come 
after Washington deployed 
an aircraft carrier group to 
the Gulf following Iran’s 

deadly crackdown last 
month on anti-government 
protests, which were trig-
gered by economic hard-
ship.

 During his speech, 
Khamenei warned that 
the US warship deployed 
in the Gulf could be sunk.

 “We constantly hear 
that they (the United 
States) have sent a warship 
toward Iran. A warship 
is certainly a dangerous 
weapon, but even more 
dangerous is the weapon 
capable of sinking it,” he 
said.Khamenei expressed 
scepticism over the out-
come of the negotiations 
with the US.

 “If there are to be nego-
tiations -- because there is 
no real room for negotia-
tion -- determining the out-
come of the negotiations in 
advance is a mistake and 
madness,” he said, refer-
ring to the US calls on Iran 
to abandon its nuclear pro-
gramme.

 During Iran’s 12-day 
war with Israel in June, the 

United States joined briefly 
with strikes on key Iranian 
nuclear facilities.

 Iran’s stockpile of 
enriched uranium, which 
had reached 60 percent 
purity before the war, 
remain among the key 
sticking points between 
Tehran and Washington.

 The US has repeatedly 
called for zero enrichment 
and has sought to address 
Iran’s ballistic missile 
programme and its sup-
port for militant groups 
in the region -- issues 
which Israel has pushed 
to include in the talks.

Iran has however said 
its right to enrich uranium 
was non-negotiable and 
insisted that the talks be 
focused only on the nuclear 
issue.

“The statements of 
the American president, 
at times threatening and 
at times dictating what 
should and should not 
be done, reveal a desire 
to dominate the Iranian 
nation,” said Khamenei.
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Bihar government 
signs MoUs worth 
Rs 468 crore at AI 

Impact Summit

The She vote in Bangladesh 
and how it has placed the 
victorious BNP on notice

Khamenei says US ‘will 
not succeed’ in destroying 

Iran as talks start

India, France elevate 
ties to ‘special global 
strategic partnership’
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 PROF M.M.GOEL

Needonomics School of Thought, 
rooted in the philosophy of opti-
mizing resources for human wel-
fare, presents an unconventional 
yet thought-provoking proposition: 
harnessing the “noise energy” gen-
erated in the Parliament of India for 
renewable power creation. What is 
often dismissed as disorder, dis-
ruption, or democratic dissonance 
can, through the lens of Needon-
omics, be reframed as an untapped 
resource. The decibels of democra-
cy, if scientifically channelled, can 
indeed be converted into watts of 
progress.                                                              

Democracy’s Soundscape: From 
Disorder to Resource

Indian parliamentary proceed-
ings are globally known not only for 
their vibrant debates but also for 
frequent disruptions, slogan-shout-
ing, desk-thumping, and high-vol-
ume exchanges between treasury 
benches and the opposition. While 
such expressions are defended as 
democratic rights, they often im-
pede legislative productivity, delay 
policy decisions, and burden the ex-
chequer.

Needonomics does not merely 
criticize this phenomenon—it seeks 
to transform it. If noise is inevita-
ble, why not make it productive? 
Sound, after all, is energy. Modern 
acoustic science confirms that high 
decibel levels can be converted into 
electrical energy through technol-
ogies such as piezoelectric sensors 
and acoustic energy harvesters.

Thus, what appears as wasted 
parliamentary turbulence could 
become a micro-renewable energy 
source.                      

Science Behind Noise Energy 
Harvesting      

Sound travels as mechanical 
waves. When these waves strike 
specialized materials—such as 
piezoelectric crystals—they create 

mechanical stress, generating elec-
tric charge. Globally, experimental 
projects have already converted 
traffic noise, airport sound, and in-
dustrial vibrations into usable elec-
tricity.

Applying this innovation to par-
liamentary settings is conceptually 
feasible because:

Debates often exceed 85–100 deci-
bels during peak disruptions.

Enclosed chambers amplify 
sound intensity.

Sessions run for long hours 
across the year.

Even if the harvested power is 
modest, the symbolic value would 
be immense—democracy literally 
powering development.  

Needonomics Perspective: Waste 
to Welfare                                                                

Needonomics emphasizes need-
based optimization of all resourc-
es—material, moral, intellectual, 
and environmental. Noise energy 
harvesting aligns perfectly with 
this framework:

Resource Efficiency: Converts 
non-productive sound into produc-
tive power.

Behavioral Reflection: Makes 
lawmakers conscious that even 
their noise has measurable conse-
quences.

Symbolic Accountability: Trans-
forms disruption into contribution.

In this model, every slogan 
raised and every desk struck con-
tributes—however minutely—to 
national energy needs.

Consensus Deficit vs Salary Con-
sensus

A 
p a r a -
dox of 
parlia -
menta-
ry func-
tioning 
is that 
consen-

sus is rare on many pressing nation-
al issues—economic reforms, social 
justice measures, environmental 
policies, or governance account-
ability. Yet, remarkable unity often 
emerges when matters concern en-
hancement of salaries, allowances, 
and privileges of parliamentarians.

This contrast raises ethical ques-
tions:

Are elected representatives al-
ways faithful to the developmental 
mandate of voters?

Does political polarization selec-
tively dissolve in matters of person-

al gain?
Can democratic energy be better 

aligned with public welfare priori-
ties?

Needonomics does not indict in-
dividuals; it critiques systemic mis-
alignment between mandate and 
motivation.                                  

Energy for Viksit Bharat                                    
India’s aspiration to become a 

Viksit Bharat  requires multi-di-
mensional energy security:

Renewable expansion
Behavioral conservation
Technological innovation
Institutional accountability
Noise-to-energy systems in Par-

liament would not significantly 
power cities—but they would pow-
er national consciousness.

Imagine:
Parliament lighting partly pow-

ered by its own debates.
Display meters showing “Ener-

gy Generated Today by Democratic 
Discourse.”

Public dashboards linking leg-
islative productivity with energy 
output.

Such symbolism would inspire 
citizens to rethink waste—whether 
of sound, time, food, or resources.                                            

From Disruption to Discipline
The proposal also carries a sub-

tle moral nudge. If lawmakers know 
that excessive noise is being mea-
sured, recorded, and converted, it 
may produce behavioral modera-
tion.

Three outcomes are possible:
Reduced Disruptions – Aware-

ness may encourage restraint.
Responsible Expression – Quali-

ty debates over loud protests.
Productive Symbolism – If noise 

occurs, it still contributes.
Thus, technology becomes both 

an energy generator and a demo-
cratic mirror.                

Policy and Implementation Pos-
sibilities

To operationalize this vision, 

A millionaire once said that if you sit at 
a table, make sure you talk about God, 
growth, business, dreams, and money, 
NOT people 
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Decibels of Democracy to Watts of Progress: A Needonomics 
Vision for Renewable Energy in Indian Parliament   

pilot initiatives could be ex-
plored:

Installation of acoustic pan-
els beneath desks.

Piezoelectric flooring in 
aisles.

Sound-capture domes in 
central chambers.

Integration with solar roof-
top systems.

Energy generated could 
power:

Parliamentary lighting
Digital display boards
Committee rooms
Visitor galleries
Even partial substitution of 

conventional electricity would 
signal commitment to sustain-
ability.

Educational and Civic Val-
ue

Beyond energy, the initia-
tive would carry pedagogical 
power:

Students visiting Parlia-
ment would witness innova-
tion.

Citizens would see account-
ability translated into action.

Media narratives would 
shift from “noise as nuisance” 
to “noise as resource.”

Democracy would be seen 
not merely as argumentative—
but regenerative.                    

Ethical Reflection: Mandate 
and Mindfulness

Needonomics ultimately 
invites deeper introspection. 
Electoral mandates are sacred 
public trusts. When parliamen-
tary time is lost to disorder, 
national development loses 
momentum.

If disruptions must occur, 
let them at least illuminate 
Parliament—literally and met-
aphorically.

The transformation of noise 
into energy becomes a meta-
phor for transforming conflict 
into consensus, rhetoric into 
reform, and mandate into mea-
surable progress.                                                              

Conclusion:

The idea of converting 
parliamentary noise into re-
newable energy may appear 
symbolic, even utopian. Yet 
history shows that transforma-
tive innovations often begin as 
imaginative provocations.

Needonomics urges pol-
icymakers to think beyond 
conventional resource frame-
works:

Waste can be wealth.
Disruption can be develop-

ment.
Decibels can become watts.
In channeling the sound-

scape of democracy into the 
power grid of progress, India 
would send a powerful mes-
sage to the world—that even 
its disagreements generate en-
ergy for nation-building.

From the echoes of debate 
can emerge the electricity of 
development.

From the noise of Parlia-
ment can glow the light of 
Viksit Bharat.


