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IAF Sukhoi-30MKI Crash in
Assam’s Karbi Anglong Kills Two

e-mail: kretimes@gmail.com ,www.krctimes.com

Tripura Assembly’s Nine-
Day Budget Session to

Begin March 13; Three Bills
Likely to Be Introduced

| | | | | |
- e AGARTALA Chaudhury, Chief Whip Kalyan
S U B S C R I B E The nine-day budget session  Saha Roy, Rampada Jamatia
of the Tripura Legislative and Birajit Sinha.
T Assembly will commence on According to Nath, the first
% 3 00 / ye ar GUWAHATI said it stands firmly with the families of March 13 and continue until  day ofthe session will begin with

the Governor’s address. This
will be followed by an obituary
reference in memory of former
Speaker Biswabandhu Sen,
after which the House will be
adjourned for the day.

The state budget for the
financial year 2026-27 will be
presented by Finance Minister
Pranajit Singha Roy on March
16. On the same day, the revised
budget estimates for the finan-
cial year 2025-26 will also be
tabled, followed by the Finance
Minister’s budget speech.

During the session, three key
bills are likely to be introduced
in the House. These include the
proposed Tripura University
of Health Sciences Bill, a bill
related to the establishment of
a Technical University in the
state, and a Women’s University
Bill.

the deceased pilots during this time of
grief. Officials have not yet released fur-
ther details regarding the cause of the
crash.The Sukhoi Su-30MKI is a twin-
seat, long-range multirole fighter aircraft
designed by Russia’s Sukhoi and manu-
factured under licence in India by Hindu-
stan Aeronautics Limited (HAL). The air-
craft forms a key component of the Indian
Air Force’s combat fleet, with more than
260 such jets currently in service.

Over the years, however, the aircraft
has been involved in a few accidents.
Previous crashes involving the same
fighter jet were reported near Nashik in
Maharashtra in June 2024 and close to the
Gwalior airbase in January 2023.

Authorities are expected to initiate a
detailed investigation to determine the
circumstances that led to the crash. Mean-
while, search teams continue operations
in the remote terrain of Karbi Anglong to
recover debris and gather evidence from
the site.

March 25, Ratan Lal Nath,
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
of Tripura, announced on
Friday.Speaking to reporters
after a meeting of the Business
Advisory Committee (BAC) at
the Assembly, Nath said the
session has been formally sum-
moned by Governor Indra Sena
Reddy Nallu.“The Assembly ses-
sion will commence on March
13. The meeting of the Business
Advisory Committee was con-
vened by Speaker-in-Charge
Ram Prasad Paul to discuss
the schedule and agenda of the
session,” Nath said.

The Business Advisory
Committee constituted for
the session includes several
ministers and legislators such
as Sushanta Chowdhury,
Animesh Debbarma, Leader
of the Opposition Jitendra

NIA Court Grants Bail to
‘Kukiland’ Leader Mark
Haokip in UAPA Case

Two pilots of the Indian Air Force (IAF)
were Killed after a Sukhoi Su-30MKI
fighter aircraft crashed in Assam’s Karbi
Anglong district, officials confirmed on
Friday.

The aircraft, which was on a routine
training sortie, reportedly lost radar
contact shortly after taking off from the
Jorhat Air Force Station on Thursday
evening. The jet is believed to have gone
down near Nilip Block in Chokihola, a
remote and forested area located about 60
kilometres from Jorhat.

The deceased pilots have been identi-
fied as Squadron Leader Anuj and Flight
Lieutenant Purvesh Duragkar. The IAF
expressed deep condolences to their fam-
ilies and paid tribute to the officers for
their service.

Local residents in the area reported
hearing a loud explosion at around 7 pm
on Thursday. Witnesses said smoke was
seen rising from the surrounding hills

Manipur Assembly
Session to Resume

WhatsApp payment details : 8721838313
info@krcfoundation.org shortly afterward, prompting authorities
to launch search and rescue operations.
The suspected crash site lies in a
densely forested and hilly region, which
has made access difficult for rescue
teams. Personnel from the IAF and local
authorities have been deployed to the
area to locate the wreckage and assess the
situation.
In a post on X, the Indian Air Force
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Pramod Boro Alleges
Rising Unrest in BTR
Under BPF

CHIRANG
Pramod Boro, president of the United People’s Par-

Indigenous
Muslims
Support BJP,

ty Liberal (UPPL), on Friday alleged that unrest
has resurfaced in the Bodoland Territorial Region
(BTR) following the return of the Bodoland People’s
Front (BPF) to power.Speaking at a gathering during
a peace motorcycle rally organised by the UPPL at
Kajolgaon in Chirang district of Assam, Boro said
the party is considering contesting all 15 constitu-
encies in the region independently in the upcoming
elections. He added that a final decision on whether
the party will contest alone or as part of the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) will be announced with-
in the next few days.According to Boro, many resi-
dents across the region have been urging the UPPL
to contest the elections independently. He expressed
confidence that the party could secure between 10
and 12 of the 15 seats if it decides to go it alone.

The UPPL leader alleged that the region has wit-
nessed increasing unrest in the last four months fol-
lowing the formation of the BPF-led administration
in the BTR. He claimed that incidents of houses be-
ing burnt, communal tensions, distrust among com-
munities and growing social divisions have emerged
during this period.

Boro contrasted the current situation with the
previous five years when the UPPL was in power,
stating that such disturbances were largely absent
during that time.Highlighting the history of the
Bodo movement, Boro said the community has made
significant sacrifices over the years. “Nearly 8,000
Bodo people have lost their lives in various move-
ments, but many issues concerning the community
still remain unresolved,” he said.

WHO SAID WHAT

~, “A seat for India
-~ v in the UN Security
2 Council is of utmost
importance.” ~
o8 Alexander Stubb,

Finnish President
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on March 9

IMPHAL

The Seventh Session of the Twelfth
Manipur Legislative Assembly will re-
sume on March 9, 2026, with the state
government expected to present the
annual budget during the proceedings.

According to an official notification
issued on Friday, the House will recon-
vene at 11:00 am in the Assembly Hall
in Imphal. Officials indicated that the
presentation of the state budget is like-
ly to be one of the key agenda items of
the session.

The seventh session had initially
opened on February 5, 2026, with the
address by the Governor of Manipur.
The House was adjourned on the same
day by Speaker Thokchom Satyabrata
Singh after completing the scheduled
proceedings.

That brief sitting came a day after
Yumnam Khemchand Singh took oath
as the 13th Chief Minister of the state
on February 4, 2026. His swearing-in
marked the restoration of an elected
government in Manipur following the
end of President’s Rule in Manipur
(2025-2026), which had been imposed
since February 13, 2025.

President’s Rule had been enforced
amid prolonged instability in the state,
which has been grappling with ethnic

violence since 2023. The formation of
the new government paved the way for
the Assembly to reconvene.

During the February 5 sitting, the
House conducted several key proce-
dural and political activities. Govindas
Konthoujam, the state’s Home Minis-
ter, moved the motion of thanks to the
Governor’s address, which was sec-
onded by Deputy Chief Minister Losii
Dikho.

The Report of the Business Adviso-
ry Committee for 2026 was also tabled
in the Assembly. Following this, Chief
Minister and Leader of the House Yum-
nam Khemchand Singh introduced a
motion of confidence in the govern-
ment.

The confidence motion triggered
participation from several legisla-
tors, including Leader of the Opposi-
tion Okram Ibobi Singh, along with
MLAs K Ranjit Singh, Khumukcham
Meghachandra Singh, Thokchom
Lokeshwar Singh and Surjakumar
OKkram.

The motion of confidence was even-
tually passed, reaffirming the majority
support for the newly formed govern-
ment.

After completing the scheduled
business for the day, Speaker Thok-
chom Satyabrata Singh adjourned the
sitting of the Assembly sine die.

With the session set to resume on
March 9, attention is expected to focus
on the presentation of the state budget
and discussions related to governance
and development priorities. The up-
coming sitting will be closely watched
as the government outlines its fiscal
plans and policy direction amid the
continuing social and security chal-
lenges facing the state.
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GUWAHATI

Himanta Biswa Sarma, Chief Minister
of Assam, on Friday said members of
the state’s indigenous Muslim com-
munity have expressed support for
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and
contributed to the party’s election fund
during the holy month of Ramadan.
Addressing a public gathering at
Rangoli Pathar in Naharkatia under
Dibrugarh district, Sarma said the con-
tribution was made by members of the
indigenous Muslim community as a
gesture of their backing for the BJP.
“Our indigenous Muslim community
fully supports the BJP in Assam, and we
have witnessed the same here. Members
of this community have contributed
711,000 to the party’s election fund, for
which I thank them from the bottom
of my heart,” the Chief Minister said.
Sarma also highlighted that the con-
tribution came during Ramadan, the
sacred period observed by Muslims
through fasting and prayers. He
expressed hope that members of the
community would continue to extend
their blessings and support to the party.
“This is the month of Ramadan, and
everyone is observing fasts. I hope
everyone prays and blesses the BJP
party,” he added.The Chief Minister’s
remarks came during his visit to the
Naharkatia area amid increasing polit-
ical activity in the state as parties pre-
pare for upcoming electoral contests.
Political observers note that outreach
to different communities has intensi-
fied across Assam in recent weeks, with
leaders from various parties engaging
with voters and supporters in different
regions of the state.

IMPHAL

The Special Court of the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) in Mani-
pur’s Imphal West district has grant-
ed bail to Mark Thangmang HaokKip,
the president of the self-proclaimed
“Government of People’s Democratic
Republic of Kukiland,” in a case reg-
istered under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) along with
several sections of the Indian Penal
Code.

The order was issued by the Spe-
cial Judge of the NIA court in Imphal
West on February 27, 2026. Haokip
was released on bail after furnishing
two sureties of Rs 3,00,000 each along
with a personal bond of Rs 3,00,000.
The court has directed him to ap-
pear through video conferencing on
March 10, 2026 for further proceed-
ingsin the case.

The court’s decision came af
ter charges were formally framed
against Haokip on February 2, 2026.
The 40-year-old, a resident of Molnom
village in Churachandpur district
and son of Limkhosei Haokip, has
been accused of involvement in activ-
ities linked to a conspiracy aimed at
secession from India and attempts to
wage war against the Union govern-
ment.According to the prosecution,
Haokip faces charges under Section
13 of the UAPA for alleged unlawful
activities. Investigators claim that
he played a key role in spreading
propaganda and mobilising support
for a separate political entity referred
to as the “Democratic Republic of
Kukiland.”

Haokip was arrested on May
30, 2022, in Kishangarh, New Delhi.
Authorities alleged that he had been
actively using social media platforms
to disseminate propaganda that could

fuel instability and incite communal
tensions in Manipur. The charge
sheet submitted in the case states that
his online activities allegedly promot-
ed communal animosity and attempt-
ed to aggravate tensions between the
Meitei and Kuki communities in the
state.

Investigators also claimed that
a diary recovered from Haokip
during the investigation contained
references to plans for establishing a
sovereign entity called “Kukiland.”
According to the charge sheet, the
proposed territory was said to in-
clude certain areas spanning across
India, Myanmar (formerly Burma),
and Bangladesh.

The NIA further alleged that Ha-
okip had formed a group that main-
tained an online platform - www.
kukigovt.com - to promote the idea
of the proposed republic and to prop-
agate views considered hostile to the
sovereignty and integrity of India.

Authorities argued that such
activities were part of a broader con-
spiracy against the Union govern-
ment. The prosecution maintained
that the accused’s actions contribut-
ed to escalating communal tensions
at a sensitive time in Manipur’s al-
ready fragile ethnic landscape.

Meanwhile, media platforms
associated with the Kukiland move-
ment presented a contrasting narra-
tive. According to reports circulated
by Kukiland Media, Haokip has
long advocated for justice and
political recognition for the Kuki
community. His supporters con-
tend that he had raised concerns
regarding the rights and security
of the Kuki population well before
the outbreak of large-scale ethnic
unrest in Manipur.

NSF Condemns Nagaland Minister Temjen Imna

Along Over ‘Vande Mataram’ Remarks in Assembly

DIMAPUR

The Naga Students’ Federation
(NSF) has strongly criticised Tem-
jen Imna Along, a minister in the
Nagaland Legislative Assembly
and a leader of the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP), for supporting the
recitation of Vande Mataram in the
Assembly.

In a statement issued on Thurs-
day, the federation expressed “deep
displeasure and condemnation”
over Along’s remarks, accusing him
of attempting to justify and nor-
malise the use of the national song
in institutions across the state de-
spite the organisation’s earlier op-
position.

The NSF said it had already
voiced strong objections on Febru-
ary 20 to any move aimed at intro-
ducing or institutionalising the rec-
itation of Vande Mataram in official
spaces in Nagaland. According to
the student body, the minister’s re-
cent comments risk undermining
longstanding efforts by the Naga
people to safeguard their identity,

faith and constitutional rights.

“By advocating for the normali-

sation of Vande Mataram within the
Assembly, he risks undoing what
generations of Nagas have sacri-
ficed so much to defend the preser-
vation of our identity, our faith, and
our rights,” the federation said in
the statement.

The organisation further assert-
ed that no political representative
or individual holds the authority to
dilute or compromise the rights and
protections that the Naga communi-
ty has historically defended.

The NSF also referred to instruc-
tions reportedly issued by the Min-
istry of Home Affairs (MHA) that
called for the playing or singing of
Vande Mataram before the Indian
national anthem Jana Gana Mana
during certain high-level official
functions. According to the federa-
tion, there were concerns that such
directives might eventually be ex-
tended to educational institutions in
the state.

The student body argued that
Vande Mataram carries religious
connotations rooted in the worship
of Hindu deities. It said attempts to

mandate or institutionalise the rec-
itation of the song within public in-
stitutions in Nagaland raise serious
concerns for communities whose
faith traditions differ from the reli-
gious imagery associated with the
composition.

According to the federation, en-
forcing such practices would contra-
dict the constitutional safeguards
provided under Article 371A of the
Constitution of India, which grants
special protections to Nagaland in
matters relating to religious and so-
cial practices, customary laws, and
ownership of land and resources.

“Any attempts to enforce or in-
stitutionalise the recitation of such
a song within the Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly or any public institu-
tion in the Naga homeland directly
violate the spirit and safeguards
enshrined under Article 371A,” the
NSF said.

The federation also criticised at-
tempts to portray Vande Mataram as
purely secular or historical, arguing
that such interpretations overlook
the concerns of communities whose

cultural and religious identities do
not align with the song’s symbolism.

Expressing disappointment with
the minister’s stance, the NSF said
it was “extremely unfortunate” that
Along had chosen to publicly defend
the recitation of the song. The or-
ganisation alleged that the minister
appeared more focused on aligning
with political leadership at the na-
tional level than on addressing the
sensitivities of the Naga people.

The controversy comes amid
ongoing debates in Nagaland over
cultural autonomy, constitutional
protections and the role of national
symbols in institutions within the
state. Observers note that discus-
sions surrounding the recitation of
Vande Mataram have periodically
sparked strong reactions in the re-
gion, reflecting broader concerns
about identity, faith and constitu-
tional safeguards.

The issue is expected to remain
a subject of public debate as student
bodies, civil society groups and po-
litical leaders continue to express
their views on the matter.
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BIHAR
-BENGAL
BORDER

fter a long five years’ of enigmatic predica-

ment, Union Home Minister Amit Shah has

come out with the repaired manifesto of cre-

ating the ninth Union Territory (UT) in In-

dia comprising of five districts of Bihar and

arving out two districts from West Bengal

including ‘Chicken’s Neck’ area or ‘Siliguri Corridor’ in

West Bengal and for accomplishing the mission he has
even fashioned Demography Commission.

It is worth mentioning that some years back while
addressing the nation on Independence Day Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi from the ramparts of the Red Fort
had announced the formation of a “high-powered demog-
raphy mission” to find the infiltrators. Unambiguously
he made his intentions clear. He had said “No country
can hand itself over to infiltrators. No nation in the world
does so — how then can we allow India to do so?” He said
that through the mission, “the severe crisis now looming”
over the country will be addressed in a “deliberate and
time-bound manner”.

Prime Minister had a well defined mission; to weed
out Muslims. Usually Hindu rightist groups use the
term “Bangladeshi infiltrator” to target Bangla-speaking
Muslims mainly in the states of Bihar, West Bengal and
Assam. In Assam, where Modi’s BJP has been in power
since 2016, the state government has been running a cam-
paign against Bangla-speaking Muslims, labelling them
“outsiders” and accusing them of trying to alter the re-
gional demography.

An insight into the implication of the two phrases
would unravel the real intention of Shah, whether it has
got a connotation of hate Muslim politics, or simply an
administrative exercise. A Union Territory (UT) and a
Demography Commission (or related initiatives regard-
ing demographic shifts) are entirely different concepts in
the Indian administrative structure. A Union Territory
is a type of administrative division, while a Demography
Commission is a body tasked with studying or acting
upon population data. UT is a federal territory in India
that is, unlike a state, is governed directly by the Union
(Central) Government. The UT is formed for region that
is too small to be an independent state and had distinct
cultural identities, or held strategic/national importance.

While a Union Territory is an administrative unit
directly controlled and governed by an Administrator or
Lieutenant Governor appointed by the President of India.
They do not have the same level of legislative and execu-
tive autonomy as states. Demography Commission refers
to bodies or studies aimed at analysing population chang-
es, often to address security challenges or socioeconomic
shifts, especially in sensitive border areas. It focuses on
analysing population trends, immigration, and security
concerns related to demographic changes in particular
regions. It also refers to the broader, political, and secu-
rity-focused investigation of population structure, often
with the aim of addressing changes in that structure. The
five demographics include age, gender, religion, income,
and education. These are referred to as the family life cy-
cle and socioeconomic status.

A closer look makes it apparent that creation of the
ninth UT is not at all an administrative. It is purely a po-
litical move. If it really has an administrative orientation,
Shah should have directed his ministry officials to carry
out the basic studies long back, at least coinciding with
the move when the idea of creating UT was mooted. The
architypes of creation of UT are well defined: it can be
created for Political and administrative reason to ensure
better governance, or, to conserve and secure culture of
a region distinctive from surrounding state. None of the
reasons apply to the latest move of Amit Shah for creating
India’s ninth UT. Even after 1947 partition of India, these
districts continued to exist and the compulsion to create a
UT was never felt. True enough Malda and West Dinajpur
are like any other district of Bengal.

Prerequisite for clubbing the areas for creating a
UT is basically similarity in the language, culture, food
habit and social relations. None of these four indices has
similarity in both the regions. For Amit Shah the only
commonality is the Muslims domiciled in the regions of
Seemanchal and Malda have their roots in present Ban-
gladesh. Historically the migration of Urdu-speaking
Muslims—often referred to Biharis in East Pakistan—
are from Bihar’s Nalanda and Nawada. They had shifted
to East Pakistan at the time of Pakistan. Following riots
in 1950, a reverse migration occurred where Muslims
returned from East Pakistan to West Bengal (including
Malda) and Seemanchal. These migrants, many of whom
were poor artisans, farmers, or labourers, often found
themselves in a state of flux, shifting between the two
countries due to safety concerns and economic hardships.

In the Seemanchal region, particularly during elec-
tion cycles, these migrants are referred to by terms “Bha-
tia” or “Maldahiya”. A specific community mentioned
in this context is the Shershahbadi Muslims, who claim
to be the original inhabitants of the Malda-Murshidabad
region, though they are sometimes wrongly labelled as
“Bangladeshi infiltrators”. The seven districts which
will constitute UT have a high concentration of Muslim
residents. Around 28% of Bihar’s 2.31 crore Muslim popu-
lation resides in this region. The average Muslim popula-
tion in these four districts of Seemanchal is approximate-
ly 49%. Kishanganj has highest concentration of around
68% of the population.

While Malda has 52 per cent of Muslims, Uttar Dina-
jpur has 49.92% of the population. Both regions are highly
sensitive due to their border location and high Muslim de-
mography, often featuring prominently in election analy-
ses and discussions about population shifts. Seemanchal
region has highest percentage of Muslim population in
eastern state. Though Modi, Amit Shah and other saffron
leaders consistently harped Seemanchal being the heav-
en for Ghuspaithiya and illegal migrants, the SIR con-
ducted in Bihar could not corroborate the narrative of the
BJP. However poll panel cut 65.6 lakh names from draft
voter list, published onl August. Seemanchal region en-
compasses five districts of Saharsa, Araria, Kishanganj,
Purnia and Katihar.

It is worth mentioning that Amit Shah had vowed
to remove every infiltrator from Seemanchal (Kishan-
ganj, Araria, Purnia, and Katihar districts in Bihar) and
Bengal (west Dinajpur and Malda), claiming that illegal
migration has significantly altered the region’s demog-
raphy.. Obviously the entire region has become a major
strategic target for RSS and the “saffron system”. The ini-
tiative specifically targets border districts that are consid-
ered sensitive gateways, including the “Chicken Neck”
(Siliguri Corridor) to the Northeast.

“I was never aware of any

other option but to question
everything,” -Noam Chomsky

INDIASTRADE DIPLOMACY
BOOM: DIVERSIFYING FOR
GLOBAL DOMINANCE

e 2000 —+—2005 -+ 2010+ 2015

R. BHATT

India has historically remained central to
global trade, with ancient trade routes con-
necting the subcontinent to markets across
Asia, Africa, and Europe. Today, India is
once again emerging as one of the world’s
largest and fastest-growing markets. A
pivotal moment in India’s modern trade
journey was the economic liberalization
reforms of the 1990s, which opened the In-
dian market to international investors and
goods. Another pivotal phase is unfolding
now; as global supply chains undergo trans-
formation and geopolitical alignments
shift, India is leveraging its diplomatic
approach of multi-alignment while diversi-
fying its trade partnerships at an unprece-
dented pace. At present, nearly 70 percent
of global GDP and two-thirds of global trade
are open to India through existing or nego-
tiated trade arrangements, reflecting the
country’s expanding footprint in interna-
tional commerce.

India’s trade agreements are not uni-
form in structure or ambition. They in-
clude Free Trade Agreements (FTA), Trade
and Economic Partnership Agreements
(TEPA), Comprehensive Economic Part-
nership Agreements (CEPA), Compre-
hensive Economic and Trade Agreements
(CETA), and Comprehensive Economic
Cooperation Agreements (CECA). Each
framework involves varying levels of com-
mitments in trade, services, investment,
and regulatory cooperation. These distinc-
tions help India balance its domestic eco-
nomic priorities while deepening global
integration.

Types of India Trade Agreements: FTA
vs CEPA vs TEPA Explained

India’s trade agreements have gradual-
ly evolved in scope and depth, moving from
tariff-focused arrangements to comprehen-
sive economic partnerships.

A standard Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) primarily focuses on reducing or
eliminating tariffs on goods traded be-
tween partner countries. Expanding on
this structure, a Comprehensive Economic
Cooperation Agreement (CECA) includes
additional elements such as liberalization
of selected services, investment provisions,
and broader economic cooperation.

A Comprehensive Economic Part-
nership Agreement (CEPA) represents a
deeper framework of economic engage-
ment. It typically covers trade in goods
and services, investment flows, intellectual
property rights (IPR), government procure-
ment, competition policies, and institution-
al cooperation. Such agreements are often
used for strategic bilateral partnerships
with major economies.

More recently, India has also adopt-

ed the Trade and Economic Partnership
Agreement (TEPA) model. This framework
emphasizes modern trade priorities, in-
cluding trade facilitation, supply-chain in-
tegration, technology cooperation, and mo-
bility of professionals. India’s agreement
with the European Free Trade Association
(EFTA) is an example of this evolving struc-
ture.

At the most comprehensive level, Com-
prehensive Economic and Trade Agree-
ments (CETA) incorporate deeper regulato-
ry cooperation, sustainability provisions,
government procurement commitments,
and broader economic harmonization.
These agreements represent the most ad-
vanced level of trade integration.

Game-Changing Deals and Tangible
Outcomes

India’s free trade agreements reflect a
deliberate strategy to expand market ac-
cess across key economic regions while
strengthening supply chains and invest-
ment flows.

Middle East Partnerships: The Middle
East has emerged as one of India’s most dy-
namic trade corridors. In 2022, India signed
a Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement with the UAE, granting prefer-
ential market access to 99 percent of Indian
exports to the country and expanding op-
portunities across 111 service subsectors.
The agreement has already delivered sub-
stantial results. India-UAE merchandise
trade more than doubled from $43.3 billion
in FY 2020-21 to over $100 billion in FY
2024-25. Key sectors such as gems and jew-
ellery, which form a significant component
of India’s exports to the UAE, have ben-
efited considerably from the agreement.
Similarly, the India-Oman Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement, signed
in 2025, focuses on strengthening coopera-
tion in strategically important sectors such
as minerals, chemicals, base metals, and
machinery, reinforcing India’s economic
engagement with the Gulf region.

Indo-Pacific Trade Expansion: India
has also expanded its trade engagement in
the Indo-Pacific, a region central to global
supply chains and economic growth. In-
dia’s Economic Cooperation and Trade
Agreement with Australia, signed in 2022,
has produced notable gains. Bilateral trade
increased from $12.2 billion in 2020-21 to
more than $24 billion in 2024-25, effectively
doubling within a short period. India’s Free
Trade Agreement with New Zealand fur-
ther strengthens its economic presence in
the Pacific region. The agreement includes
a first-of-its-kind component on Health
and Traditional Medicine, reflecting rec-
ognition of India’s traditional knowledge
systems. New Zealand’s geopolitical posi-
tion enhances the significance of the agree-

+--2020

ment, as it serves as a gateway to Oceania
and the wider Pacific region. The agree-
ment includes commitments across service
sectors and extends most-favoured-nation
treatment across 139 sectors for India, deep-
ening the scope of bilateral economic coop-
eration.

Europe Engagement: Europe rep-
resents another critical pillar of India’s
trade strategy. In 2024, India signed the
Trade and Economic Partnership Agree-
ment with the European Free Trade Asso-
ciation (EFTA), which comprises Switzer-
land, Norway, Iceland, and Liechtenstein.
This agreement covers goods, services,
investment, and phytosanitary measures,
making it one of the most comprehensive
trade arrangements India has concluded. A
key feature of the agreement is the commit-
ment by the EFTA bloc to invest $100 billion
in India over a 15-year period and generate
one million direct jobs, highlighting the
agreement’s long-term developmental sig-
nificance. India has also advanced a trade
deal with the United Kingdom, resulting
in a Comprehensive Economic and Trade
Agreement framework that eliminates 99
percent of tariffs covering 100 percent of
trade value. The agreement also includes
provisions beneficial to Indian profession-
als, particularly the removal of dual social
security payments for three years, and
aims to double bilateral trade to more than
$100 billion by 2030. Among India’s most
significant deals is the India-European
Union Free Trade Agreement. The Euro-
pean Union remains one of India’s largest
trading partners, with merchandise trade
reaching nearly $137 billion in 2024-25. The
agreement aims to provide market access
covering around 90 percent of India’s ex-
port value, increasing to 97 percent over
time, along with access across 144 service
subsectors.

Global South Cooperation: India’s
trade diplomacy also prioritizes engage-
ment with the Global South. In 2021, India
signed a Comprehensive Economic Coop-
eration and Partnership Agreement with
Mauritius, marking India’s first-ever trade
agreement with an African country. The
agreement included 315 export items and
expanded access for Indian professionals
to more than 100 service subsectors. The
agreement has already shown measur-
able results. India’s trade with Mauritius
increased from $690 million in 2019-20 to
$887 million in 202425, reflecting growing
economic cooperation between the two
countries.

Ongoing Negotiations and a Pragmatic
Trade Strategy

In recent years, India has concluded
eight trade agreements with 37 developed
countries, while negotiations continue

with several key partners. These include
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), the
Mercosur Group, and Latin American
economies such as Mexico, Chile, and
Peru, as well as Israel and Canada. Along-
side expanding trade partnerships, India
has adopted a cautious and pragmatic ap-
proach to liberalization. Many agreements
incorporate phased tariff reductions and
safeguards for sensitive sectors, ensuring
that domestic industries and small busi-
nesses are protected during the transition.
Taken together, these agreements illustrate
a broader transformation in India’s eco-
nomic diplomacy. India’s approach, unlike
China’s volume-driven model or EU’s rules-
heavy blocs, bets on selective integration
exemplifying India’s carefully calibrated
strategy.

DIGITAL WAR OF WORDS

Happy to note that
India has renewed
the Memorandum
of Understanding
on Environmental
Cooperation signed
in 2020, deepening
cooperation on
pollution prevention
and control, waste
management,
climate change,
forests and

natural resource
management
through knowledge
and technology
cooperation. ~
Bhupendra Yadav,
Union Cabinet
Minister for
Environment, Forest
& Climate Change
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Gaurav Gogoi Accuses Himanta Biswa Sarma of
Seeking AIUDF Support for Rajya Sabha Seat

GUWAHATI

Gaurav Gogoi, president of the Assam
Pradesh Congress Committee, on Thurs-
day accused Himanta Biswa Sarma, the
Chief Minister of Assam, of seeking sup-
port from the All India United Democrat-
ic Front (AIUDF) to secure a Rajya Sabha
seat, describing the move as evidence of
what he termed the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s “power-driven” politics.

Gogoi alleged that the BJP leadership
in the state had turned to the ATUDF de-
spite repeatedly portraying the party as a
threat to Assam’s social and political fab-
ric. According to him, the development
exposes contradictions in the ruling par-
ty’s political narrative.

The Congress leader’s remarks came
after three AIUDF legislators - Karim Ud-
din Barbhuiya, Nizamuddin Choudhury

Sivasagar seat
undecided as BJP,
AGP seek ticket;

and Zakir Hussain Laskar - reportedly
signed the nomination papers of Nation-
al Democratic Alliance (NDA) candidate
Pramod Boro, president of the United
People’s Party Liberal (UPPL), for the Ra-

BJP’s Jogen Mohan, Terash
Gowalla and UPPL chief Pramod
Boro file nominations for Rajya

jya Sabha elections from Assam.

Gogoi argued that the support from
AIUDF MLAs contradicts the BJP’s
long-standing criticism of the party. He
said Chief Minister Sarma had frequent-

ly described the AIUDF as a communal
force and accused it of representing divi-
sive politics.“For years, the Chief Minis-
ter has projected the ATUDF as a threat to
Assam, often using polarising language
and referring to the minority communi-
ty with terms such as ‘Miya’ and ‘Osina-
ki’,” Gogoi said while criticising what he
described as a shift in the ruling party’s
stance.

He further alleged that the state gov-
ernment has encouraged social divisions
through measures such as eviction drives
and what he termed “bulldozer politics.”
According to Gogoi, once the BJP realised
it lacked sufficient numbers to secure the
third Rajya Sabha seat, it turned to the
same party it had previously criticised.

Questioning the political inconsist-
ency, Gogoi asked why the BJP needed
ATUDF support to ensure Boro’s victory if

the party genuinely viewed the ATUDF as
athreat to the state.

“The Chief Minister often speaks
about ideology and values, but when his
authority is at risk, those principles dis-
appear,” Gogoi said, adding that protect-
ing Assam’s interests appeared to have
taken a backseat to preserving political
power.

Meanwhile, Debabrata Saikia, Leader
of the Opposition in the Assam Legisla-
tive Assembly, also criticised the devel-
opment. He claimed the situation demon-
strated that the ATUDF functions as the
BJP’s “B-team.”

Saikia noted that although a UPPL
minister is already part of the state cabi-
net led by Himanta Biswa Sarma, the rul-
ing alliance still required the backing of
ATUDF legislators to ensure the election
of Pramod Boro to the Rajya Sabha.

He further alleged that while both the
BJP and AIUDF publicly deny any ideo-
logical alignment, their actions suggest a
tacit understanding aimed at maintain-
ing political power.

According to Saikia, public confronta-
tions between the two parties may be in-
tended to create an impression of rivalry
while concealing what he described as a
deeper political relationship.

“The BJP relies heavily on the ATUDF,
and its support acts like oxygen for the
ruling party,” Saikia claimed, accusing
both parties of misleading voters about
their actual political dynamics.

The statements from the Congress
leaders come amid heightened political
activity in Assam ahead of the Rajya
Sabha elections, with parties positioning
themselves to secure crucial seats in the
Upper House of Parliament.

Assam orders major bureaucratic reshuffle;
several IAS, AGCS officers transferred

Don’t trust Akhil
Gogoi on alliance:
Himanta Biswa

Sarma
GUWAHATI

Himanta Biswa Sarma,
Chief Minister of Assam,
on March 6 said that the
ruling alliance has not yet
taken a final decision on
who will contest the Siv-
asagar Assembly constitu-
ency, while also launching
a sharp attack on AKkhil
Gogoi over alliance poli-
tics.

Addressing reporters,
Sarma said the Bharatiya
Janata Party-led alliance
was still deliberating on
the candidate for Sivasagar
as both the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party and its ally, the
Asom Gana Parishad, have
aspirants seeking the nom-
ination.

“For the Sivasagar seat
we have not decided yet
as our ally AGP as well as
BJP candidates are seeking
the candidature and hence
we are still discussing the
matter,” the Chief Minister
said.

Sarma also took a swipe
at Gogoi, alleging that
the Raijor Dal leader was
staging a “drama of alli-
ance-building” ahead of
the elections. He claimed
that such political manoeu-
vring would continue until
the final day for withdraw-
al of nomination papers.

“Do not trust Akhil
Gogoi when it comes to
alliances. The drama will
continue till the last day of
nomination withdrawal,”
Sarma remarked.

The Chief Minister’s
comments come amid on-
going political develop-
ments and negotiations
within the ruling alliance
regarding seat-sharing and
candidate selection for key
constituencies in Assam.

Sabha polls from Assam

GUWAHATI

Three candidates backed by the
ruling alliance in Assam - Jogen
Mohan, Terash Gowalla, and
Pramod Boro - on Thursday filed
their nomination papers for the
upcoming Rajya Sabha elec-
tions from the state.

The nominations were sub-
mitted on the final day for fil-
ing papers for the polls sched-
uled to be held on March 16.

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has fielded Assam Cabi-
net Minister Jogen Mohan and
Duliajan MLA Terash Gowalla
for two of the three vacant Ra-
jya Sabha seats from the state,
while the third seat has been
allotted to alliance partner
United People’s Party Liberal
(UPPL).

UPPL president Pramod
Boro, who earlier served as
the Chief Executive Member
of the Bodoland Territorial

Council, filed his nomination
in the presence of party lead-
ers and supporters. Several
UPPL leaders accompanied
him during the filing process
and expressed confidence that
he would secure victory in the
election.

The Rajya Sabha elections
in Assam are being conducted
to fill three seats that are set to
fall vacant as the terms of the
current members conclude.

According to the election
schedule, scrutiny of nomina-
tion papers will take place on
March 6, while the last date for
withdrawal of candidature is
March 9. Polling, if required,
will be held on March 16.

With the ruling alliance
holding a comfortable majority
in the Assam Legislative As-
sembly, the BJP and its allies
are widely expected to secure
all three seats unless an unex-
pected contest emerges.

GUWAHATI

The Government of Assam has
carried out a major administra-
tive reshuffle, transferring and
posting several officers of the
Indian Administrative Service
(IAS) and Assam Civil Service
(ACS) across key departments
and districts in a move aimed at
strengthening governance and
improving administrative effi-
ciency.

According to an official noti-
fication, senior IAS officer Par-
tha Pratim Majumdar, who was
serving as Commissioner and
Secretary in the Home and Polit-
ical as well as Women and Child
Development departments, has
been transferred and posted as
the District Commissioner (DC)
of Bajali.

IAS officer Narendra Kumar
Shah, currently Director of Em-
ployment and Craftsmen Train-
ing and Managing Director of
the Assam Industrial Infrastruc-
ture Development Corporation

(AIIDC), has been appointed Sec-
retary to the Government of As-
sam in the Chief Minister’s Sec-
retariat. He will continue to hold
additional charge as Managing
Director of AIIDC.

Meanwhile, Aditya Vikram
Yadav, who was serving in the
Chief Minister’s Secretariat, has
been transferred and posted as
District Commissioner of Lakh-
impur.

Among other appointments,
Preeti Kumari has been posted as
District Commissioner of West
Karbi Anglong, while Ayushi
Jain has been appointed District
Commissioner of Darrang.

Senior ACS officer Pubali Go-
hain, who was previously serv-
ing in Darrang, has been trans-
ferred and posted as District
Commissioner of Golaghat.

In another key move, Saranga
Pani Sarma, the outgoing DC of
West Karbi Anglong, has been
appointed Secretary to the Gov-
ernment of Assam in the Trans-
port Department. He has also

Tripura signs MoU with Guwahati’s GNRC to

AGARTALA

The Tripura government has signed
a memorandum of understanding
with Guwahati-based Guwahati
Neurological Research Centre
(GNRC)toestablish a superspecialty
hospital at Hapania in West Tripura
district, Chief Minister Manik Saha
announced on Thursday.

The facility is proposed to come
up on vacant land belonging to
TripuraJute Mills Ltd and is expect-
ed to strengthen advanced health-
care services in the state.

“We have signed an MoU with
GNRC, a Guwahati-based medical
institution, to set up a superspe-
cialty hospital at the vacant land of
Tripura Jute Mills Litd. A team from
our health department has already
visited Guwahati to examine the
infrastructure and facilities avail-
able at GNRC,” Saha told reporters.

However, the Chief Minister,

establish superspcia
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who also holds the health portfolio,
did not disclose further details about
the agreement.

Saha also highlighted a series
of initiatives aimed at improving
healthcare infrastructure and
services at Agartala Government
Medical College and Govind Ballabh
Pant Hospital in Agartala.

He said the state government
has signed an MoU with All India
Institute of Medical Sciences Delhi
to streamline healthcare services at
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the GBP Hospital.

“Based on recommendations
from AIIMS, we have decided to
increase ICU beds at GBP Hospital
from 156 to 326. The hospital is also
directly connected with AIIMS
through telemedicine to provide
better medical care to patients,”
Saha said.

On Thursday, the hospital inau-
gurated a 16-bed dedicated ICU for
patients with severe respiratory con-
ditions as well as a fully equipped

hospitl at Hapania

ICU facility at its trauma centre,
marking a significant upgrade in
critical care services.

The Chief Minister further said
the state Cabinet has discussed the
establishment of a medical univer-
sity in Tripura to regulate medical
colleges and other healthcare insti-
tutions in the state.

He said the initiative aims to
reduce the need to refer patients
outside the state by strengthening
existing medical infrastructure and
improving specialist serviceslocally.

Currently, Tripura has three
medical colleges offering 450 MBBS
seats along with 119 postgraduate
courses.

Earlier, the state government
had also signed an agreement
with Srija Hospitals and Research
Institute in Imphal to establish a
superspecialty hospital and medical
college at RK Nagar in West Tripura
district.

CAG Flags Meghalaya Government Over Alleged
Misuse of Rs. 2.15 Crore Disaster Relief Fund

GUWAHATI

The Comptroller and Auditor General
of India (CAG) has raised concerns over
the utilisation of disaster relief funds by
the government of Meghalaya, pointing
out that money meant for emergency re-
sponse was reportedly used for purposes
unrelated to disaster management.

According to the audit report, more
than ?2.15 crore from the State Disaster
Response Fund (SDRF) was spent on ac-
tivities such as providing financial assis-
tance to other states and covering sanita-
tion expenses at the state Secretariat in
Shillong.

The audit noted that ?2 crore from
the SDRF was transferred to the Chief
Minister’s Relief Fund without obtain-
ing the mandatory approval of the State
Executive Committee, which is required
for such financial decisions under the
prescribed guidelines.

Auditors also observed that ?1 crore
of the transferred amount was recorded
as a “loan” to the Chief Minister’s Relief
Fund. However, the report pointed out
that the SDRF is specifically designated
for disaster response activities and can-
not be used for lending or transferring
money to other government funds.

Quest

A cloud can weigh more than a million pounds. Clouds
are not as light and fluffy as they appear. In fact,
researchers have found that a single cloud weighs
about 1.1 million pounds.

Further examination revealed that
the funds moved to the relief fund were
later utilised to provide assistance out-
side the state. The report stated that ?1
crore was sent to support relief efforts
in Kerala, while another ?1 crore was
allocated for victims of Cyclone Fani in

QOdisha.

While these allocations were de-
scribed as contributions during emer-
gencies, the CAG emphasised that the
SDRF has strict guidelines governing its
use and that such funds are meant pri-
marily to address disaster-related needs

within the state.

The audit also highlighted another
instance where SDRF money was re-
portedly used for routine administrative
work. In March 2020, an amount of ?15.45
lakh was released to the Secretariat Ad-
ministration Department for sanitation
work in public areas of the Shillong Sec-
retariat.

According to the report, such expend-
iture does not fall under the approved
categories of disaster relief spending,
which are intended to support individu-
als and communities affected by natural
calamities rather than routine mainte-
nance or administrative functions.

In its response submitted in October
2023, the Meghalaya Revenue and Disas-
ter Management Department acknowl-
edged that the expenditure had been
made outside the permissible guide-
lines.The department stated that the
matter would be placed before the State
Executive Committee for approval after
the spending had already taken place.

However, the CAG report noted that
as of February 2024, there was no up-
date indicating whether the issue had
been formally resolved or if the funds
had been restored to the State Disaster
Response Fund account.

The audit findings have drawn at-
tention to the importance of adhering to
financial rules governing disaster man-
agement funds, which are intended to
ensure that adequate resources remain
available for emergency response dur-
ing natural disasters.

been given additional charge as
State Project Director of the As-
sam Inland Water Transport De-
velopment Society.

Similarly, Gautam Das, who
was serving as District Commis-
sioner of Baksa, has been posted
as Secretary to the Government
of Assam in the Panchayat and
Rural Development Department.

Former DC of Chirang, Jatin
Bora, has been appointed Secre-
tary to the Government of Assam
in the General Administration
Department as well as the De-
partment of Innovation, Incuba-
tion and Start-Ups.

Among other transfers, Pron-
ab Jit Kakoty has been moved
from Lakhimpur and posted in
the Skill, Employment and En-
trepreneurship Department as
Additional Secretary and Direc-
tor of Employment and Crafts-
men Training.

Parag Kumar Kakaty, previ-
ously DC of Golaghat, has been
appointed Additional Secretary
in the Revenue and Disaster

Management Department and
given additional charge as Addi-
tional Chief Executive Officer of
the Assam State Disaster Man-
agement Authority.

Meanwhile, Mridul Kumar
Das, former DC of Bajali, has
been transferred as Additional
Secretary in the Home and Polit-
ical as well as Women and Child
Development Departments. He
has also been assigned additional
responsibilities related to the Na-
tional Register of Citizens (NRC)
and the e-FT project.

At the district level, Dhiraj
Saud has been appointed District
Commissioner of Baksa after his
services were withdrawn from
the Welfare of Bodoland Depart-
ment, while Gakul Chandra
Brahma has been posted as Dis-
trict Commissioner of Chirang.

Officials said the reshuffle is
part of the government’s broader
administrative exercise to opti-
mise efficiency and strengthen
governance across departments
and districts in Assam.

45 villages in Mizoram still
without electricity; repair
delays hit power infrastructure

AIZAWL

At least 45 villages in Mizoram
remain either un-electrified or
de-electrified, the state Assembly
was informed on Thursday by
Power and Electricity Minister F
Rodingliana.

Responding to queries raised
by BJP legislator Prova Chak-
ma, the minister said efforts are
underway to bring electricity to
these remote villages under the
Centre-backed Revamped Distri-
bution Sector Scheme (RDSS).

Rodingliana said sanctions
for the electrification work have
already been secured and three
contractors - including two from
outside Mizoram - have been final-
ised to execute the project.

“The Guaranteed Technical
Particulars (GTP) drawings for
supply of materials have already
been approved, and initial sup-
plies have begun reaching some of
the designated sites,” he told the
House in a written reply.

The minister also highlighted
widespread transformer damage
as a major challenge affecting the
state’s power distribution net-
work.

According to him, 71 damaged
transformers are currently await-
ing allotment for repair, though
electricity supply in many affect-
ed areas has not been completely
cut off.

“In most cases, power is be-
ing maintained by back-feeding
supply from nearby function-
ing transformers,” Rodingliana
said, noting that this temporary
arrangement has helped ensure
continued electricity supply to
residents in several localities.

Explaining the delay in repair-
ing transformers, the minister
said the process involves multi-

ple administrative and logistical
steps.

Each Distribution Transform-
er (DT) must first undergo a for-
mal survey and receive approval
from the department’s head office
before it can be transported to a
specialised repair workshop in
Silchar in neighbouring Assam.

Rodingliana said the repair
process has been slowed by a
shortage of technical staff re-
quired to prepare Survey Esti-
mate Reports. In addition, the
poor condition of the Aizawl-Sil-
char road over the past year has
significantly delayed the trans-
portation of transformers to the
repair facility.

However, he noted that when
road conditions are stable and
adequate staff are available, the
department usually maintains a
backup stock of repaired trans-
formers to minimise service dis-
ruption.

The minister also addressed
public concerns regarding the
safety of ageing power infrastruc-
ture across the state.

He confirmed that severely
corroded electric poles that pose
arisk of collapse will be replaced,
with ?2.70 crore sanctioned in the
2025-26 financial year for the pur-
pose.

High demand for new connec-
tions

Rodingliana further informed
the Assembly that there is grow-
ing demand for Low Tension (LT)
line extensions across several
parts of the state.

He said the government is pri-
oritising the work based on the
availability of additional funds,
as it continues efforts to expand
electricity coverage and improve
power distribution in remote are-
as of Mizoram.
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‘Coup, betrayal of people’s
mandate’: Opposition

PATNA

RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav on
Thursday called Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar’s deci-
sion to enter the Rajya Sabha a
‘betrayal’ of people’s mandate.

Nitish Kumar on Thursday
confirmed that he will be resign-
ingfrom the post he has held for
over 20 years, and move to the
Rajya Sabha.

“The BJP has done a
Maharashtra in Bihar,” Yadav
said.

Healleged that Nitish Kumar
leaving the Chief Minister post
confirmed the party’s earlier
claim that BJP willnot let Nitish
Kumar remain in the post after
theelections. “This development
isagainst the mandate of the peo-
ple and amounts toa betrayal of
it,” he said.

Yadav, the leader of the
opposition in the state assem-
bly, also alleged that BJP has
always been opposed to Dalits
and OBCs, and with Kumar
leaving the CM’s post, it will seek
to implement its agenda in the
socialist stronghold. He alleged
thatthe BJPhad ‘hijacked’ Nitish
Kumar, and that was the reason
for the veteran leader tomove to
the Rajya Sabha.

Tejashwi Yadavaccused the
BJP of using “tricks” against
Nitish Kumar, defying their
election slogan ‘2025 se 30 phir
seNitish’. “BJP isagainst OBCs
and Dalits. They never want a
leader from these communitiesto
occupy thetoppost. They wanta
chiefminister who will function
like a rubber stamp for the top
BJP leadership,” he alleged.

“I had said -- ‘Nitish ji ko
ghoda toh chadhaya hai dulha
banake, lekin phera kisi aur ke
saath dilaraha hai’ (They made
Nitish Kumar mount the horse
like a groom, but are getting
someoneelsetotake the wedding
vows),” he added.

Pentagon signals longer Iran
SNTCOM seeks
100-day intelligence surge

Expanding intelligence teams there-

conflict as C.

WASHINGTON:

The 75-year-old leader, who
took oath as the chief minister
of Bihar for a record 10th time
inNovemberlast year, expressed
gratitudetothe people of the state
for “consistently” placing their
trust in him. He is the state’s
longest-serving chief minister.

Reactingtothe development,
Congress called ita “coup” anda
“hugebetrayal of the mandate of
the people.”

“What the Indian National
Congress was repeatedly saying
during the Bihar election cam-
paignhasnow been proven true.
Under a conspiracy hatched by
(32, a coup has been carried out
inBiharto seize power. Inmany
ways, this is amajor betrayal of
thepeople’smandate,” Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh said ina
postonX.

The decision has taken
JanataDal (United) workersand
supporters by surprise, reported .

The JD (U) workers and
supporters, protesting outside
the Chief Minister’s residence
in Patna, refused to believe that
Nitish Kumar has decided togive
up the Chief Minister post.

“Ttispossible that hisaccount
has been hijacked,” a JDU
worker said, reacting to Nitish
Kumar’s confirmation on a post
onX.

Congress’ Maharashtra
MLA Nana Patole accused BJP
of“deceiving” their alliance part-
nersand equated Nitish Kumar’s
situation with Maharashtra
Deputy CM Eknath Shinde,
who was not re-elected as CM
after Mahayuti gained major-
ity in Maharashtra Assembly
Elections in 2024, with the BJP
emerging as the largest party.

“Maharashtra is the biggest
example of this. Elections were
fought under the leadership of
Eknath Shinde, and the govern-
ment came to power, but Eknath
Shinde did not become the Chief
Minister. In Bihar, elections were
fought under the leadership of
Nitish Kumar; they (the BJP)
won there as well... Now he is
being removed from the post
of Chief Minister. The BJP has
always deceived itsalliance part-
ners,” he said.

Nitish Kumar presented the
nomination for Rajya Sabha in
the presence of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and
BJP national president Nitin
Nabin.

Shah hailed Nitish’s move
to Rajya Sabha. Welcominghis
return to national politics,
he called his tenure as Chief
Minister a ‘golden chapter’ in
Bihar’s history.

Resolution for his removal:
Speaker Birla to be present in

parties criticise Nitishs - House but not chair proceedings
Rajya Sabha entry

NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha will witness arare moment
mostlikelyonMondaynext when Om Birla
willnot chair proceedings but will be seated
amongst the members as the House takes
upanotice seekinghisremoval from office.

As Parliament meets for the second
phase of the Budget session on March 9,
the Lok Sabha is likely to take up the res-
olution moved by the opposition against
Birla’s for allegedly acting in a “blatantly
partisan” manner.

According to the rules and laid down
procedure, Birla will get a right to defend
himself when the resolution is discussed
by the lower house.

Hewillalsohavetherighttovoteagainst
the resolution, Constitution expert PD T
Achary explained.

Theexpertsaid while Birla willnotchair
theproceedings when theresolution comes
up beforethe House, he will be seated in the
prominent rows in the Treasury benches.

At least 118 opposition members had
submitted anoticefor movingtheresolution
toremove Birlafrom officefornot allowing
Leader of Opposition (LoP) Rahul Gandhi
and other opposition leaders to speak in
the House on the Motion of Thanks to the
President’saddress,aswell asforsuspending
eight MPs.

Congress member and chief whip K
Sureshsubmitted thenoticetothe Lok Sabha
secretariat on behalf of several opposition
parties, including his party, Samajwadi
Party and DMK.

TMC MPs, however, did not sign the
notice.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla.

Debate, vote on motion to remove LS
Speaker OmBirlatobetakenuponMarch9:
Rijiju Achary,aformer Lok Sabhasecretary
general, told , thatthe “allocation of the seat,
which the Speaker occupiesunder such cir-
cumstances isnotmentioned in the Rules”.

HesaidBirlawillalsonotbeabletovote
ontheresolution usingthe automated vote
system, but will have tofill aslip toregister
hisvote.

He presumes that a seat belonging to
a Union minister, who is from the Rajya
Sabha, could be given to him as only Lok
Sabha members will be able to cast their
votes for or against the resolution.

Deputy speaker of the Lok Sabha and

i

deputy chairpersonofthe RajyaSabhahave
their earmarked seats in their respective
Houses when they are not presiding over.

Front seats in the opposition benches
areallocated to them.

Article 96 of the Constitution bars a
speaker or a deputy speaker from presid-
ing over the House sitting while a resolu-
tion for his removal from office is under
consideration.

Thespeakerhasaconstitutionalrightto
defend himselfinthe Houseiftheresolution
isdiscussed in the Lok Sabha.

Atleasttwo Lok Sabhamembershave
to sign the notice to move a resolution for
the speaker’s removal.

Any number of members can sign the
noticebutaminimum oftwo ismandatory.

Thespeaker can beremoved fromoffice
by aresolution passed by the House through
asimple majority.

Article%4C of the Constitution has pro-
visions for suchamove.

“All the members of the House are
counted to compute the majority, not the
members present and voting, which is
the normal practice. It means the effective
membership of the House, except for the
vacancies, isused to calculate themajority,”
Achary said.

Thenoticehastobesubmitted tothe Lok

Sabhasecretary general, and notthedeputy
speaker or anyone else, he said.

The document is then examined at the
preliminary stagetosee whether it contains
“very specific charges”, he said.

“At the threshold itself, there is a pro-
cessof admissibility. Atthat stage, it isseen
whether it containsspecificcharges. Specific
chargesarerequired asonly then thespeak-
erwillbeabletorespond,” Acharyexplained.

Theresolution mustnot contain defam-
atory language or content.

Article96givesthe speakertheopportu-
nity todefend himselfor herselfinthe House.
Thelanguage of the proposed resolution is
usually examined by the deputy speaker,
but since the present Lok Sabha does not
haveadeputy speaker, itmay be examined
perhaps by the senior-most member of the
panel of chairpersons.

The panel helps the speaker run the
House in his or her absence.

“The speaker examining a resolution
that seeks his removal looks absurd,”
Achary said, adding that the rule is silent
on the subject.

Once the processing part is over, the
resolution reaches the House.

Butitcan gotothe House after 14 days,
Achary said.

The chair then places it in the House

L]

1l
%: l

m

{

¢

for consideration.

It is actually the House which admits
it,or astherule says, “grants permission”.

Achary further said, “The chair then
asks members in favour of the resolution
to stand up. If50 members stand up in sup-
port of it and if the criteria is fulfilled, the
Chairannouncesthatthe Househasgranted
permission. Oncethe House grants permis-
sion, ithastobetaken upfor discussionand
disposed of within 10 days.”

Lok Sabha sources said it will be taken
up for discussion on Monday itself.

There are precedents of resolutions
beingmoved.

However, nonehasbeenadopted sofar.

“The reason - governments have a
majority,” Achary said.

The resolution alleges that Speaker
Birla had acted in a “blatantly partisan”
manner in conducting the business of the
Houseand “abused” the constitutional office
he occupies.

TheOppositionalsoaccused thespeaker
of making certain false allegations against
members of the Congress.

Three Lok Sabha speakers -- G V
Mavlankar (1954), Hukam Singh (1966) and
Balram Jakhar (1987)- had faced no-con-
fidence motions in the past, which were
negatived.

Nepal goes to polls in first
general election since 2025

Gen Z protests

Fresh indications from within the United
States defence establishment suggest
that Washington may be preparing for
afarlonger military confrontation with
Iran than initially projected. An inter-
nal Pentagon notification indicates that
the US Central Command has requested
additional military intelligence officers
to support ongoing operations against
Iran for at least 100 days, with the pos-
sibility that such requirements could
extend through September.

The request, first reported by
Politico, points to a level of operational
planning that typically accompanies a
sustained military campaign rather than
ashortand limited strike mission. While
the initial phase of the US military action
against Iranian targets had been publicly
framed as a swift operation intended to
achieve specific strategic objectives, the
internal planning signals that military
commanders are preparing for amuch
longer engagement.

US Central Command, which over-
sees American military operations
across the Middle East, has reportedly
asked the Pentagon to deploy additional
intelligence officers to assist in analys-
ing battlefield information, monitoring
Iranian military activity and support-
ing operational decision-making. The
expanded intelligence support would
help manage the large volume of sur-
veillance and operational data gener-
ated during a high-intensity military
campaign.

In modern warfare, intelligence
officers play a central role in coordi-
nating and guiding military operations.
Theirresponsibilities include analysing
satellite imagery, monitoring signals
intelligence, tracking troop movements,
assessing damage from airstrikes and
identifying potential targets. Increasing
thenumber of such specialists indicates
that commanders expect operations to

involve continuous monitoring and anal-
ysis over an extended period.

The request for intelligence person-
nel for atleast 100 days suggests that the
Pentagon is planning for a conflict envi-
ronment that could remain active well
beyond the initial stage of hostilities. It
alsoreflects the complexity of the opera-
tional theatre in the Middle East, where
Iran possesses a wide range of military
capabilities including ballistic missiles,
drones, naval forces and an extensive net-
work of allied militias across the region.

Iran’s military strategy has long
relied on a combination of conventional
forces and asymmetric capabilities. Its
missile and drone programmes, in par-
ticular, allow it to project power across
significant distances while maintaining
mobile and dispersed launch platforms
that are difficult to track and neutral-
ise. This makes sustained intelligence
gathering essential for any military
campaign aimed at degrading such
capabilities.

Another key factor is the presence
of Iranian-aligned groups across several
Middle Eastern countries. Armed fac-
tions in Iraq, Syria, Lebanon and Yemen
have historically maintained close ties

with Tehran and could potentially
become involved in a wider regional
confrontation. Any escalation involv-
ing these groups would complicate the
operational environment and could
prolong military engagements across
multiple theatres.

The internal planning signals emerg-
ing from the Pentagon also appear to
contrast with earlier political messaging
that emphasised a shorter timeline for
military action. In the early stages of the
confrontation, officials had suggested
that the campaign could conclude rela-
tively quickly once key Iranian military
assets were neutralised. However, the
logistical preparations now being dis-
cussed suggest that defence planners are
considering the possibility of a longer
conflict.

Military operations of this scale
require an extensive analytical infra-
structure to process the enormous flow
of intelligence collected from satellites,
reconnaissance aircraft, drones and elec-
tronic surveillance systems. Intelligence
officers are responsible for turning this
raw data into actionable insights that
guide targeting decisions and strategic
planning.

fore becomes essential when operations
intensify or extend over long periods.
Continuous surveillance is needed not
only to identify potential threats but
also to monitor Iranian responses and
anticipate shifts in strategy. Ina dynamic
conflictenvironment, timely intelligence
can determine the success or failure of
military actions.

The Pentagon’s request for additional
personnel also highlights the institution-
al demands placed on military command
structures during prolonged operations.
Command centres must operate around
the clock, coordinating information from
multiple sources while ensuring that
field commanders receive accurate and
up-to-date intelligence.

From a strategic perspective, the
development suggests that US defence
planners are preparing for a scenario
in which the confrontation with Iran
evolves into a sustained phase of mil-
itary pressure rather than a short
burst of strikes. The possibility that
intelligence support may be required
through September indicates that plan-
ning horizons have already expanded
significantly.

Whether the conflict ultimately fol-
lows such an extended trajectory will
depend on several factors, including
Iran’s military response, the potential
involvement of regional actors and dip-
lomatic efforts aimed at de-escalation.
Nevertheless, the internal preparations
within the Pentagon provide a glimpse
into how seriously American military
planners are treating the prospect of a
prolonged confrontation.

For now, the request by US Central
Command serves as an early indication
that the conflict could unfold over a
much longer timeframe than initially
suggested, reflecting both the strategic
complexity of confronting Iran and the
unpredictable nature of modern geopo-
litical crises in the Middle East.

KATHMANDU

Nepalese citizens on
Thursday morning start-
ed to reach polling booths
in all 165 constituencies
amid tight security to
cast their vote in the cru-
cial general election, the
first since a violent Gen
Z protest that toppled the
K P Sharma Oli-led gov-
ernment last year. More
than 18.9 million eligible
Nepalese will be exercis-
ing their franchise to elect
the 275-member House of
Representatives from
among the 3,406 candidates
vying for 165 seats under
direct voting, and 3,135
candidates vying for 110
seats through proportion-
ate voting.

The voting started at
7 am and will conclude at
5pm.

The counting will start
immediately after the bal-
lot boxes are collected.

“Voting started in
all the constituencies,

including the southern
plains, hilly area and
the mountain region at 7
am,” Election Commission
spokesperson Narayan
Prasad Bhattarai said.
“The election started
in a peaceful environment
across the country,” he
added. Addressing a
press meet here on the
eve of the polls, Acting
Election Commissioner
Ram Prasad Bhandari on
Wednesday had said that
all preparations for the
election had been com-
pleted and urged voters
to participate actively
and enthusiastically in
the democratic exercise.
In Kathmandu, the
weather was fine, sky
was clear and people were
enthusiastically queuing
up to cast their votes.
The Gen Z youth,
through their two-day
intensified protests on
September 8 and 9, oust-
ed Prime Minister Oli,
chair of the Communist

Party of Nepal (Unified
Marxist-Leninist) -- CPN-
UML - who was heading
a coalition government
with the backing of Nepali
Congress that enjoyed
nearly two-thirds major-
ity support.

After Oli’s ouster,
President Ramchandra
Paudel dissolved the
House of Representatives
on September 12 and
appointed Sushila Karki
as the caretaker PM.

The major issues raised
by Gen Z are anti-corrup-
tion, good governance, an
end to nepotism, genera-
tional change in political
leadership, etc.

Starting Wednesday,
Nepal has declared a three-
day holiday for the polls.

There are a total of
10,967 polling booths and
23,112 polling centres, the
Election Commission data
showed.

Asmany as 65 political
parties are taking part in
the election.
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North East Conference 2026
in Delhi Highlights Culture,

NEW DELHI

The North East Confer-
ence-2026, organised

by North East Sanstha,
concluded successfully
at the Constitution Club
of India in New Delhi
on Thursday. The event
brought together schol-
ars, policy experts, so-
cial leaders and cultural
practitioners to discuss
the diverse aspects of
Northeast India.

The day-long confer-
ence featured several
thematic sessions fo-
cusing on the region’s
cultural heritage,
customary traditions,
development, policy
perspectives and future
opportunities. Speak-
ers and participants
discussed the historical
importance of the North-
eastern region and the
changes taking place in
recent years.

In the inaugural ses-
sion, former IAS officer
and former Secretary in
the Ministry of Tourism
Madan Prasad Bezba-
ruah highlighted the
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Growth happens when
you step out of your
comfort zone.

SUNDAY, 1" MARCH, 2026

. °MA@m ‘
) F«_’smmw- “'a‘ﬁa:!g. o~
R hd I

elfii - 1T@

e

- V4 " p
unique character of the
Northeast and its grad-
ual integration with
the rest of the country.
Bikram Banerjee, Addi-
tional Solicitor General
of India, spoke about the
importance of custom-
ary laws in protecting
indigenous identity and
maintaining social bal-
ance in the region.
Narendra Thakur,
AKkhil Bharatiya Sah
Prachar Pramukh of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS), reflected
on the long civilizational
history of the Northeast,
linking it to narratives
from the Mahabhara-
ta era. Samudragupta
Kashyap, Chancellor of
Nagaland University,
highlighted the con-
tribution of freedom
fighters from the region
to India’s national move-
ment.In another ses-
sion, Delina Khongdup,
member of the National
Commission for Women,
spoke about prominent
personalities from Me-
ghalaya who contributed
to the region’s cultural
landscape. Social work-
er Premananda Sharma
from Manipur spoke
about the Northeast’s
achievements in sports,
while Oinam Bhagat,
professor at Jawaharlal
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Nehru University,
discussed the colonial
legacy that shaped
narratives about the
region.Arun Sharma,
Director General of
the North East Centre
for Technology Ap-
plication and Reach
(NECTAR), highlight-
ed recent develop-
ment in the region,
pointing to improved
infrastructure, con-
nectivity and new
policy initiatives.

The valedictory ses-
sion was addressed
by senior journalist
and Padma Bhushan
awardee Ram Baha-
dur Rali, president
of the Indira Gandhi
National Centre for
the Arts (IGNCA). He
spoke about histor-
ical factors shaping
present-day North-
east India and noted
the increasing devel-
opment focus on the
region.

Poonam Gunindra,
Vice-Chancellor of

_\ Developnt and Integration %

S

_ﬁ;;'";“'! " 2
Manipur University
of Culture, highlight-
ed expanding connec-
tivity through road,
rail and air networks
linking the Northeast
with the rest of In-
dia. Sunil Mohanty,
Northeast Prachar
Pramukh of the RSS,
stressed the impor-
tance of social har-
mony for sustainable
economic growth in
the region.

During the event,
individuals from dif-
ferent Northeastern
states were honoured
with the North East
India Achievers 2026
awards for their con-
tributions in areas
such as arts, agri-
culture, education
and social service.
Among the awardees
were Tana Yami from
Arunachal Pradesh
for sustainable ag-
riculture, Ananya
Talukdar from Assam
for promoting Sattri-
ya dance among un-

derprivileged commu-
nities, Leimapokpam
Lakpati Singh from
Manipur for perform-
ing arts, Laltlanzauva
from Mizoram for
preserving indige-
nous Mizo traditions,
Yose Chaya Angami
from Nagaland for
promoting Angami
Naga cultural heri-
tage and Dhammapi-
ya from Tripura for
contributions to edu-
cation and communi-
ty development.

The conference
ended with a collec-
tive call to strengthen
national integration,
cultural pride and
sustainable devel-
opment initiatives
aimed at ensuring ho-
listic progress of the
Northeastern region.
Participants noted
that the Northeast
continues to emerge
as an important pil-
lar of India’s cultural
diversity and develop-
mental future.
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PLACEMENT

Fresher, job seekers can register
with KRC Placements.Send
resume to -
Heforsuccess@gmail.com

To source candidates, organisation
can contact KRC Placements at
info@krcfoundation.org

For Details Visit:
https://bit.ly/krcplacements

pply here:
https://bit.lyKRCPlacementForm

VOLUNTEERS REGISTERS
@ NEIR 2026

We are looking for
volunteers across NE &
West Bengal Interested
candidates (College
students, youths) can
register at https://
northeastintegrationrally.
in/Volunteer_Registration.
aspxor, send an email:
neintegrationrally@gmail.
com

= BUSINESS
| DIRECTORY

Business establishments, educational
institutions, individual service pro-
iders etc. can enlist themselves or
dvertise their products or services a

he most reasonable cost in InfoConﬁ
Diary. Send your details to InfoCom
lutions at: infocom.krc@gmail.com
ubmit Here: https://bit.ly

InfoComDiaryForm

STUDENTS’

INTERNSHIP

Students can ap?lly for a three-
months internship with KRC
Foundation. During the internship
the student can g]et an opportu-
nity to work on alive project. On

successful completion the stu-

dent is awarded a certificate.

Apply to 5E for Success:
eforsuccess@gmail.com

For Details Visit:

https://bit.ly/krcstudentinternship
or

www.krcfoundation.org/prod-
ucts-services/training-develop-
ment-5e-for-success/internship

NE INDIA
WRITING STAR

Participate in NE India Writing Star
Contest and get your writings published.
Eligibility: From Class VI onwards. Each
participants receives a digital panicipa@-J
ion certificates. Send articles at: info

https://bitly/NElndiaWritingStarContest
krcfoundation.org/campaigns-csr,
ne-india-writing-star-contest
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