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Clashes Erupt at Indo-
Bhutan Border in
Assam’s Chirang Over
Forest Land Dispute

GUWAHATI

Tension prevailed along the Indo-Bhutan bor-
der in Chirang district after fresh clashes
broke out between security personnel and pro-
testers over a forest land dispute, officials said
on Friday.

The unrest centred around the Runikhata
Forest Range Office, where local residents, in-
cluding a large number of women, staged pro-
tests demanding the release of individuals al-
legedly detained for encroachment on reserved
forest land.

According to sources, the situation turned
volatile after protesters gheraoed the forest of-
fice overnight, leading to a confrontation with
forest officials. During the unrest, a young
woman was reportedly seriously injured fol-
lowing a baton charge, further intensifying
public anger.

Fresh protests erupted on Friday as locals
regrouped in the area. Security forces alleged-
ly opened fire to disperse the crowd, escalating
tensions. Protesters reportedly responded with
stone-pelting, injuring several police person-
nel, including one who sustained a head injury.

Additional police forces were rushed to the
spot to bring the situation under control. How-
ever, sporadic clashes continued, and tension
remained high in the region.

Authorities said the situation is being close-
ly monitored and efforts are underway to re-
store normalcy.

WHO SAID WHAT

There will be no injustice
to any southern states.
Delimitation Bill, 2026
will benefit them.

The numbers of MP’s
from Southern India will
increase to 195 from

- 129.

92 ~ Amit Shah, Union
* Home Minister
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NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Friday re-
fused to grant interim protection
to Congress leader Pawan Khera
in connection with a case related
to allegations involving Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma’s wife.

Khera had sought protection
from coercive action till April 20,
but the court declined his plea.

The bench instead directed
him to approach the appropriate
court in Assam and seek anticipa-
tory bail.

A bench comprising Justices
J K Maheshwari and Atul S Chan-
durkar on Friday took note of the
submissions of senior advocate
Abhishek Singhvi, appearing for
Khera, and asked the Assam court
that will hear the Congress lead-
er’s plea to not consider adverse
remarks, if any, made by the top
court and the Telangana High
Court in the case.

The bench also asked the
courts in Assam to take up
Khera’s plea expeditiously.

On April 15, the top court

stayed a Telangana High Court
order granting Khera one-week
transit anticipatory bail in the
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Himanta’s wife passport row: SC denies protection
to Pawan Khera, directs him to Assam court

case of lack of territorial jurisdic-
tion and no averment was there
in Khera’s plea as to why he had
moved the Telangana High Court.

The case stems from an FIR
registered at the Guwahati Crime
Branch Police Station over allega-
tions arising from Khera’s April
5 press conference, in which he
claimed that CM Sarma’s wife,
Riniki Bhuyan Sarma, held multi-
ple passports and foreign proper-
ties that were not disclosed in the
Chief Minister’s election affidavit
for the April 9 Assembly polls.

The Sarma family rejected the
allegations as false and fabricat-
ed.

Earlier, on April 7, an Assam
Police team accompanied by Del-
hi Police personnel had visited
Khera’s residence in connection
with the case but did not find him.
Officials had also claimed recov-
ery of “incriminating” material
during searches.

The FIR against Khera has
been registered under provisions
of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), including sections relating
to false statement in connection
with an election, right of private
defence of body and property, and
cheating.

Partial Opening Likely

21 Injured as Mob
Torches Security

for Jatinga-Harangajao VeictesinManipur'

Bishnupur

NH Stretch by June
Amid Project Delays

GUWAHATI

A 25-km stretch between Jatinga and
Harangajao is likely to be partially
opened to traffic by June as a two-lane
road, offering limited relief to commut-
ers despite delays in key infrastructure
works, officials said.

According to the National High-
ways Authority of India (NHAI), the
project has missed its original dead-
line of January 31, 2026, primarily due
to pending construction of two railway
overbridges. Project Director Yogesh
Rao said that while full commission-
ing remains delayed, authorities are
preparing to allow restricted vehicular
movement on two lanes in the coming
weeks.

Concerns have also emerged over
the condition of a 1.8-km tunnel near
Maibong along National Highway
27, where sections of the road surface
have deteriorated, raising safety issues
for motorists.

Rao said a detailed assessment of
the tunnel has been assigned to RITES
Limited, which will recommend a long-
term solution. Temporary repairs are
currently underway, though progress
has been slowed by monsoon condi-
tions. Officials added that malfunction-
ing lighting and CCTV systems inside
the tunnel will be restored to improve
visibility and monitoring.

In a separate development, action
has been initiated against a contrac-
tor responsible for maintenance of the
Manderdisa-Nirim Bungalow stretch.
The firm, awarded a seven-year con-
tract in 2023, has reportedly failed to
undertake maintenance work for the
past 10 months.

Authorities have suspended pay-
ments to the contractor and warned
of blacklisting in case of continued
non-compliance. Officials said a fresh
tender may be floated within 15 days to
appoint a new agency if the situation is
not resolved.
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IMPHAL
At least 21 civilians were injured after
violence erupted in Bishnupur district
when amob attacked and set fire to secu-
rity vehicles amid rising tensions over
the identity of personnel travelling in
civilian attire, police said.The incident
occurred around 1.30 pm near Thinungei,
where locals intercepted three private
vehicles carrying armed security per-
sonnel in plain clothes.
According to officials, rumours regard-
ing the identity and purpose of the
occupants triggered suspicion among
residents.As alarge crowd gathered and
blocked the convoy, the situation escalat-
ed when some individuals turned aggres-
sive, assaulting the vehicles and setting
two of them ablaze. Residents reportedly
suspected that the occupants were Kuki
militants moving in disguise.Additional
police forces were rushed to the spot to
restore order, leading to clashes between
security personnel and protesters.Police
said at least 21 protesters sustained minor
injuries during the confrontation, while
five individuals have been taken into
custody in connection with the incident.
Following the violence, authorities
imposed prohibitory measures under
Section 163 of the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita from 5 pm onwards,
restricting movement in the area until
further orders.

Officials said the situation is being
closely monitored and security has been
tightened to prevent further escalation.

Tipra Motha Dominates
TTAADC Polls, Wins
11 Seats; BJP Opens

Account

with One

AGARTALA

The Tipra Motha Party has
emerged as the frontrunner in the
elections to the Tripura Tribal Ar-
eas Autonomous District Council
(TTAADC), winning 11 of the 28
seats and leading in several oth-
ers, according to early counting
trends.

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has so far secured one seat
and is ahead in a few constituen-
cies, officials said.

Counting of votes began at 8
am across 17 designated centres
under tight security. As per pro-
tocol, VVPAT slips were counted
first, followed by Electronic Vot-
ing Machine (EVM) votes after a
brief interval.

Polling for the TTAADC elec-
tions was held on April 12, record-
ing a voter turnout of around 83
per cent. A total of 173 candidates
were in the fray, representing
major political parties including
the BJP, CPI(M), Congress, Tipra

Motha, and IPFT.

According to the State Election
Commission, Tipra Motha has
won Kkey constituencies includ-
ing Ganganagar-Gandachhara,
Takarjala-Jampuijala, Simna-Ta-
makari, Bodhjungnagar-Wak-
kinagar, Raima Valley, Demch-
hara-Kachuchhara, Ampinagar,
Kathalia-Mirja-Rajapur, Ma-
harani-Chelagang, Pekuarja-
la-Janmejoy Nagar and Birchan-
dranagar-Kalashi.

The party is also leading in
multiple other seats, positioning
itself strongly in the council.

The BJP has won the Mach-
mara constituency in Unakoti dis-
trict and is leading in additional
seats, as per the latest available
data.Officials said counting is
still underway, and final results
are expected later in the day. The
outcome is likely to significantly
shape the political landscape in
the tribal council, a key autono-
mous body governing tribal areas
in the state.

Study Flags Higher Suicide Risk Among
Young Males in Assam Amid Teen Death

GUWAHATI

A recent study has highlighted a concern-
ing trend of higher suicide risk among
young males in Assam, drawing renewed
attention following the alleged death by
suicide of a teenager in Kamrup district
on Thursday.

Titled “Exploring Suicide Trends in
Jorhat, Assam: A Systematic Study,” the
research, conducted by Sangita Nath and
Dipankar Thakuria of Jorhat Medical
College and Hospital, points to significant
vulnerability among young males linked
to economic hardship and domestic con-
flicts.

The retrospective observational study
analysed 281 confirmed suicide cases
based on autopsy reports recorded at the
institution between January and Decem-
ber 2023. Using statistical tools, including
chi-square tests, the researchers exam-
ined socio-demographic patterns, meth-
ods and contributing factors.

Findings show that males accounted
for 67.97 per cent of victims, with the 11-
20 age group comprising the largest share
at 30.6 per cent. Hanging emerged as the
most common method, accounting for
75.44 per cent of cases.

Economic distress was identified as
the leading contributing factor in 38.08 per
cent of cases, followed by family conflicts

at 28.47 per cent. The study also found
statistically significant associations be-
tween the method of suicide and both age

(p=0.032) and gender (p=0.045), suggesting
elevated risk among young males from
lower socio-economic backgrounds.

The authors stressed the urgent need
for targeted intervention strategies,
including community-based counsel-
ling, financial support programmes and
awareness campaigns to address mental
health challenges and socio-economic
pressures.

Experts noted that the findings align
with broader concerns around youth un-
employment, academic stress and fam-
ily-related issues, particularly in rural
and semi-urban areas. Assam has con-
sistently reported suicide rates higher
than the national average, making dis-
trict-level analyses such as this critical
for policy response.

Health authorities have been ap-
prised of the findings, with calls grow-
ing for district-specific prevention
programmes. Mental health advocates
emphasised that each such case rep-
resents a profound personal and societal
loss.If you or someone you know is strug-
gling, consider reaching out to a trusted
person or a mental health professional.
Support is available and early help can
make a difference.

IPL Fan Park to Arrive in
Silchar; Boosting Cricket
Fever in Barak Valley

IPL

Fan Park ‘

OUR CORRESPONDENT

SILCHAR:The Indian Premier
League (IPL) has announced
an expansion of its Fan Park
initiative across multiple cit-
ies, with Silchar selected as

one of the host locations. The

update was shared through
the IPL’s official Instagram
handle, bringing excitement
to cricket fans in the Barak
Valley.

The Fan Park will offer
live match screenings, en-
tertainment activities, and
a stadium-like atmosphere,
allowing fans to enjoy IPL
matches on giant screens in
a community setting.

The initiative is designed
to recreate the thrill of be-
ing inside a live stadium
for those unable to attend
matches in person.

This marks a significant
moment for the Barak Val-
ley region, as Silchar joins
the list of cities hosting the
popular fan engagement
event. The move is expected
to draw large crowds and fur-
ther strengthen the region’s
Ig;(ﬁwing connection with the

The official dates for the
Fan Park in Silchar are yet
to be announced.
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POST
CEASEFIRE
TALKSIN
ISLAMABAD

easefire talks facilitated by Pakistan ended

r 21 hours of discussion with no agree-

ent. US Vice President JD Vance stated in

a press conference, ‘We’ve had a number of

substantive discussions with the Iranians,

t’s the good news. The bad news is that

e have not reached an agreement and I

think that’s bad news for Iran much more

than its bad news for USA.” He added, ‘we just could not get to
the situation where the Iranians would accept our terms.’

The Iranian side had their own version. The Iranian
foreign minister Seyed Abbas Araghchi tweeted, ‘In intensive
talks at highest level in 47 years, Iran engaged with U.S in good
faith to end war. But when just inches away from “Islamabad
MoU”, we encountered maximalism, shifting goalposts, and
blockade.” With vast differences in the US’s fifteen-point and
Iran’s 10-point agendas, expecting an agreement in one sitting
was being naive.

Despite both sides needing an agreement, neither can be the
first to blink. It would take additional discussions, toning down
of demands by talks involving experts on both sides, before
common ground can be reached and the top leadership meet
again. Both nations have their own concerns.

A few subjects which Iran would never agree to include
limiting ranges and numbers of its missiles, as it would open
doors to unilateral attacks by Israel whenever it chooses, whi-
le leaving Iran defenceless. It could surrender its control over
Hormuz, which is its trump card, in case its frozen funds are
released. It needs them for reconstruction. It could also alter its
stand on building nuclear weapons. It had accepted the same
in Feb.

While the US holds the military stick, Iran holds the geo-
graphical advantage. Rising oil and gas prices, resulting in low-
ering of ratings of Trump in the US, forced him to consider a
ceasefire. Added were damages to infrastructure of its allies in
the Middle East, which could possibly result in the creation ofa
new security architecture in the region, without the US.

In addition, the US wasleft isolated in the war asnot a single
NATO ally was willing to participate, claiming the war was not
theirs. All European nations had considered Israel PM Benja-
min Netanyahu a war criminal for his actions in Gaza. Partici-
pating in the conflict implied fighting alongside a war criminal.
The war also rendered Trump’s much touted Board of Peace a
failure with almost no funding.

The scenario has been made more complicated by Paki-
stan, which as talks began, moved approximately a division
strength and a squadron of F 16 aircraft to Saudi Arabia as part
of their mutual defence pact. Pak was given the option, either
deploy forces as per the pact or repay loans. Its deployment
resulted in Saudi Arabia and Qatar providing it an additional
USD 5 Billion in deposits. It also signalled to Iran that in case it
attacked Saudi Arabia, they could join the conflict. Any such
action by Pak would not only open a new front but also end its
role as amediator.

Iran conveyed from the beginning that it was not the nation
desperate for talks, however would come prepared. It placed
riders on Lebanon being included in the ceasefire and release
of its frozen assets prior to the talks. Its arrival schedule was
announced much after the US delegation landed, though they
were just neighbouring states. This also countered the US nar-
rative that Tehran was desperate for an agreement.

The Iranian delegation comprised of over 70 personnel,
including experts in diplomatic, military and economic. They
had the ability to take decisions without referring to Tehran.
On the other hand, Vance mentioned, ‘we were talking to the
president consistently. I don’t know how many times we talked
tohim, a half-dozen times, a dozen times over the past 21 hours.”
The question being asked is whether Vance was sent to fail as
the individual responsible for negotiations is Marc Rubio, who
was watching a UFC match with Trump.

The stumbling block for peace remains Netanyahu. Despite
prodding by the US, he refused to stop his attacks on Lebanon.
He did offer a ceasefire to Lebanon, unwilling to link it to talks
in Islamabad. It is also likely that he could once again recom-
mence his attacks on Iran, breaking whatever little talks have
achieved. He recently stated, “The campaign is not over yet.’
For Netanyahu continuing the conflict serves his personal in-
terest. It keeps him in power as also away from his corruption
cases. It appears that there is little that Trump can do to reign
him in.

Threats of re-commencement of conflict are dominating the
narrative flowing out of Washington. The US military build-up
continues. While additional troops would open opportunities
for decision-making for Trump, boots on the ground appear
to be the last option. Most likely would be enhanced economic
pressure, a blockade to prevent flow of 0il, sanctions on nations
trading with Iran as also encouraging global pressure on Iran
to accede its control over Hormuz.

A naval blockade has commenced. For the blockade to be
effective will take time. Iran’s exports to Pakistan and Afgha-
nistan and possibly other nations in the region avoid the sea
route. China exploits both, land and sea routes. It is unlikely
that US ships would board China bound tankers. Trump went
as far as threatening China with additional tariffs if it provides
Iran with weapons.

The last time Trump threatened sanctions on China, it was
forced to backtrack as both economies are intertwined as also
China could stop export of rare earth minerals to the US. These
actions would impact the US far more than China. Nothing has
changed, rather with Europe enhancing ties with China, the
US could be further isolated.

An economic blockade may have some impact, but not
enough to force Iran to surrender aspects which concern its
security. The US’s best solution is seeking another mediator
and continuing talks. There has to be give and take prior to an
agreement being reached. A single round of talks, after a stale-
mate in war, will never produce results. Patience and time are
the need of the hour, which Iran displays but Trump appears
tolack.

Don’t be afraid your life will
end; be afraid that it will never

begin. - Grace Hansen

WAR AND GLOBAL
ECONOMY

PROF M K BHAT

Iran-America war has rattled the
geopolitical and geo economic
atmosphere of the world. The
closure of Strait of Homruz by
Iran is a big push to world econ-
omy towards Global recession.
The economies of global south,
Europe and Asia have started
to feel the heat and the other
nations of the world are going to
feel its intensity quite soon. Pro-
tests against the continuation
of war have erupted in many
countries including America.
Maritime insurance premiums
have got a steep rise. NATO is
likely to breakdown, European
nations are in no mood to carry
forward the orders of America,
where as China Russia are gear-
ing to be in the race for super
powers in the multipolar world
as American hegemony is fast
losing its ground. Its image has
got a big dent with the lacklustre
approach of president Trump.
The efforts to secure the strait
of Hormuz have started under
the leadership of UK. In certain
countries near lockdown has
started and others will follow.
In Philippines, government
offices are now open for four
days a week and bureaucrats
have to limit the use of air con-
ditioning. In Thailand, public
workers have been told to use
stairs instead of elevators. India
is the world’s second-biggest
importer of liquefied petroleum
gas, which is used in cooking.
Indian government is giving
households priority over busi-
nesses as it allocates its limited
supply and absorbing most of the
price increases to keep costs low
for poor families. LPG shortag-
es have forced some eateries to
shorten hours, close temporar-
ily or drop dishes like curries
and deep-fried snacks requiring
a lot of energy. South Korea,
dependent on energy imports,
is restricting the use of cars by
public employees and has rein-
stated fuel price caps that had
been dropped in 1990s. Pakistan

government has already raised
state-controlled energy prices by
20 percent. Bangladesh govern-
ment has closed all universities

to conserve electricity, anticipat-

ing a power crisis.

Before analysing the impact
of war on other countries it
becomes important to analyse
its impact on Arab countries
and America as both comprise
an indomitable part of world
economy. Arab countries are a
big source of world energy and
America is the biggest economy
of the world. The war is going
to have a devastating impact on
Arab countries, with millions
expected to slide into poverty,
according to the United Na-
tions Development Programme
(UNDP) report published on 31st
March 2026, the gross domestic
product (GDP) in the region was
estimated to decline by approx-
imately 3.7 to 6 percent after a
month of war, equivalent to a
contraction of $120bn to $194bn.
Abdallah Al Dardari, UN as-
sistant secretary-general and
director of the UNDP Regional
Bureau for Arab States, said that
3.7 million jobs will be lost and
about four million more people
in the region could fall below the
poverty line, noting that the war
had highlighted the “fragility in
the Arab economy”. America on
the other hand is an oil exporter,
so its energy companies stand
to benefit from higher prices.
And LNG prices are lower in the
U.S. than elsewhere because its
export liquefaction facilities al-
ready are running at 100 percent
capacity. The U.S. can’t export
any more LNG than it already
is, it is spending a whooping
amount on war which has led
to inflation in the country. As
of March 2026, the conflict with
Iran is costing the US roughly
$1 billion to $2 billion per day,
while Israel is spending approx-
imately $3 billion per week.
These expenses include signif-
icant military operations, high
ammunition usage, and broader
economic impacts, such as in-
creased shipping and fuel costs.

The world at present has come
to halt due to the disrupted
energy production on the one
hand and on the other, things got
complicated by Iran’s blocking
of shipping traffic through the
Strait of Hormuz, resurgence
of Houthi attacks in the Red
Sea. Iran hit Qatar’s Ras Laffan
natural gas terminal, which pro-
duces 20 percent of the world’s
liquefied natural gas. The March
18 strike wiped out 17 percent
of Qatar’s LNG export capacity
and repairs will take up to five
years, as per state-owned Qatar
Energy. Gulf oil exporters like
Kuwait and Iraq cut production
because there was nowhere for
their oil to go without access to
the strait. The loss of 20 million
barrels of oil a day delivered
what the International Energy
Agency calls the “largest supply
disruption in the history of the
global oil market.” Historically,
oil price shocks like this have
led to global recessions.

One-fifth of the world’s supply
of both oil and liquified natural
gas (LNG) usually flows through
the strait of Homruz on its way
to markets around the world. Be-
sides energy, it has blocked mer-
chandise goods that link major
economies in the region to global
supply chains. The aviation and
logistics industries are severe-
ly impacted by fuel shortages.
The energy crises is leading to
inflation, closure of business
units, shortage of fertilisers and
unemployment due to industrial
closure etc

The bigger jolt to the world
economy has come with the
disruption of fertilizer supply
to food-producing countries of
Africa and Asia. This may have a
devastating impact on the global
economy and human welfare
than the oil price fluctuations.
The food shortages can lead to
widespread hunger and famine
in the poorest parts of the devel-
oping world.

It is worthwhile to point out
that Arab countries including
Iran account for one third of
urea and a quarter of ammo-

nia exports. They are two key
fertilisers used in agriculture.
Producers in the region enjoy
easy access to low-cost natural
gas, the primary feedstock for
nitrogen fertilizers. Up to 40
percent of world exports of nitro-
gen fertilizer pass through the
Strait of Hormuz. Now that the
passage is blocked, urea prices
are up 50 percent since the war
and ammonia 20 percent. Big
agricultural producer Brazil is
especially vulnerable because

it gets 85 percent of its fertiliz-
er from imports. Egypt, a big
fertilizer producer itself, needs
natural gas to make the stuff and
production falters when it can’t
get enough. Higher fertilizer
prices are likely to make food

DIGITAL WAR OF WORDS

The South African

laws are literally super
racist, plain and simple.
It’s not complicated:
imagine if the law

was called “White
Empowerment”’,
instead of “Black
Empowerment”’!
People would have a
seizure

South Africa now has
more anti-White laws
than Apartheid had
anti-Black laws. Think
about that for a second
The current South
African government
has objectively
implemented Apartheid
2.0. Shame on them.

~ Elon Musk,
American Entrepreneur

more expensive and farmers
without its use will get lower
yields. The low food supplies will
be harsh for poor countries. The
war has also disrupted world
supplies of helium, a byproduct
of natural gas and a key input in
chipmaking, rockets and medical
imaging. It will influence public
health badly.

Lastly, Middle East is a big
destination for migrant workers.
Many economies in Asia and Af-
rica are dependent on remittanc-
es sent back by migrants work-
ing in Saudi Arabia, Qatar, UAE,
and the Gulf-as an important
source of livelihoods for families
remaining back home, as well as
a source of foreign exchange for
their economies.

The remittance-to-GDP ratio
in both Nepal and the Phil-
ippines exceeds 25 percent.
Qatar and other Persian Gulf
countries are the most popular
destinations for Nepali migrant
workers. In turn, more than
three-quarters of people living
in Qatar and the UAE come from
large developing countries like
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and
Egypt. Remittances to India from
Arab countries comprise a major
portion of total remittances to
India.
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Assam BJP’s 50-member delegation arrives
in West Bengal to campaign for polls

GUWAHATI

In view of the forthcoming Assembly
Elections, a 50-member delegation of the
Assam State BJP on Thursday arrived
in West Bengal.

The elections, scheduled to be con-
ducted in two phases on April 23 and
April 29, will witness an extensive cam-
paign by the Assam delegation across
multiple constituencies in the state.

It is noteworthy that Chief Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma has already
reached West Bengal and is set to ad-
dress three massive public rallies today
in the Assembly constituencies of Cooch
Behar, Kalchini, and Phansidewa.

Prominent leaders, including Cabi-
net Ministers Pijush Hazarika, Jayanta
Mallabaruah, Ranjeet Kumar Dass, Bi-
mal Bora, Dr. Ranoj Pegu, Rupesh Gow-

Indian Army
conduets joint
operation, destroys
10 bunkersin

ala, Kripanath Mallah, Rajdeep Roy,
Krishnendu Paul, Kaushik Rai, along
with Member of Parliament Parimal

Rs 7 Crore Drug Haul in
Mizoram; Eight Arrested in
Week-Long Crackdown

Suklabaidya, several MLAs, and senior
state leaders, have already stationed
themselves across various constituen-

cies to spearhead the campaign.

In the broader context of Assembly
elections being conducted across four
states and one Union Territory in the
country, the West Bengal elections are
being regarded as highly significant for
the BJP.

Notably, several national and re-
gional media outlets have reflected a
clear public inclination in favour of the
NDA in Assam, while simultaneously
indicating a rising momentum and fa-
vourable prospects for the BJP in West
Bengal.

A three-day Special Session of Par-
liament has commenced from April 16.
During this session, three landmark
legislations are set to be introduced, in-
cluding “One Nation, One Election”, na-
tionwide delimitation of constituencies,
and reservation of seats for women in

Parliament and State Assemblies under
the “Nari Shakti Vandan Act”.

Through an official statement is-
sued to the media, party spokesperson
Pranjal Kalita informed that the “One
Nation, One Election” Bill has already
been passed in the Lok Sabha with 207
votes.

The decision of the Central Govern-
ment to ensure one-third, i.e., 33% res-
ervation for women in Parliament and
State Assemblies through constitutional
amendment, thereby empowering wom-
en and accelerating the march of Nari
Shakti, has been warmly welcomed by
the State BJP President and Member of
Parliament from the Darrang-Udalguri
constituency, Dilip Saikia.

A dignified and meaningful interac-
tion was held today at the Assam State
BJP Headquarters, Atal Bihari Vajpay-

ee Bhawan, in the presence of Mayumi
Tsubakimoto, First Secretary of the
Japan Consulate, and Krishna Maneesh
Choudhary, Senior Assistant (Political
Affairs).

The discussion encompassed sev-
eral vital areas concerning Indo-Japan
relations, including Assam’s potential
from Japan’s perspective, avenues of
investment and trade, women empow-
erment, youth development, the ideo-
logical framework of the BJP, and the
various welfare initiatives undertaken
by the Government of Assam.

It is worth mentioning that the
programme was attended by State
Vice-President Ratna Singh, Conven-
or of the BJP State Media Department
Rupam Goswami, along with several
spokespersons, media panellists, and
co-convenors of the media department.

CM Khemchand Singh Launches Ukhrul Qutreach
Drive, Villagers Raise Water and Road Concerns

Jalenbung Hills §
Thoyee Heights

IMPHAL

In continuation of ongoing
operations astride nation-
al highway (NH)-202, the
security forces led by Red
Shield Division launched
coordinated Joint Area
Domination Patrols again
in the general areas of Ja-
lenbung hills and Thoyee
Heights, aimed at main-
taining security and pre-
venting re-establishment
of hostile infrastructure.

The operation com-
menced with two joint col-
umns comprising teams
from the Indian Army,
CAPF and Manipur Police
carrying out the operation
on both sides of the high-
way, respectively, an offi-
cial release said.

In the Jalenbung Hills,
a systematic sweep result-
ed in the identification and
subsequent destruction of
multiple bunkers that had
previously been disman-
tled but were found to be
re-established. A total of
five such bunkers were de-
stroyed in the area.

Simultaneously, in
Thoyee Heights, a series
of bunkers along the Ma-
hadev Hills and Thoyee
Heights were identified.
Five repaired bunkers
that had earlier been dis-
mantled were destroyed
again.

Overall, a total of ten
bunkers were destroyed
during the coordinated op-
eration.

The operation under-
scores the continued
synergised resolve of the
security forces to deny
any attempts at re-estab-
lishment of hostile firing
positions, while ensuring
peace and stability in the
region through sustained
and coordinated efforts.

AIZAWL

In a major anti-narcotics drive, the
Mizoram Police has seized heroin
and methamphetamine valued at
over Rs 7 crore across multiple op-
erations conducted in two districts
over the past week, officials said on
Thursday.

The operations, carried out be-
tween April 10 and 16, led to the ar-
rest of eight individuals, including
four Myanmar nationals, pointing
to the involvement of cross-border
trafficking networks.In the latest op-
eration, a police team in Khawzawl
district intercepted a scooter at Nei-
hdawn junction early Thursday. A
25-year-old man from Lunglei was
found carrying 104 grams of heroin
concealed in soap cases inside his
bag. The contraband is estimated
to be worth around Rs 20.8 lakh.
The largest seizure was reported
from Champhai district on April 13,
where police recovered 8 kg of meth-
amphetamine valued at approxi-
mately Rs 6.4 crore from three in-
dividuals, including two Myanmar
nationals.On the same day, another

operation along the Zokhawthar
road led to the recovery of 71 grams
of heroin from a vehicle driven by a
Myanmar national, with the drugs
valued at over Rs 14 lakh.

Earlier, security personnel at
Khankawn check gate intercepted
avehicle and seized 72 grams of her-
oin hidden in luggage. In a separate
incident, 60 grams of heroin was re-
covered from a motorcyclist at Chal-
bawia junction.

In another case on April 10,
police at Zokhawthar, near the
Indo-Myanmar border, seized 54
grams of heroin from a passenger
vehicle. Acting on follow-up leads,
a 38year-old Myanmar woman
suspected to be part of the distri-
bution network was later arrested
in Aizawl.Officials said the series
of successful operations reflects in-
tensified enforcement efforts to dis-
mantle organised drug trafficking
networks operating along the inter-
national border. Further investiga-
tions are underway to trace and
apprehend other members of the
syndicate.

UKHRUL

Yumnam Khemchand Singh on
Friday commenced a road jour-
ney to Ukhrul district as part
of an outreach initiative aimed
at strengthening coordination
with remote communities and
addressing pressing infrastruc-
ture gaps.

The Chief Minister’s first
stop was Shangkai village along
the Imphal-Ukhrul road, where
he interacted with local resi-
dents. During the visit, Kuki
women highlighted the acute
shortage of reliable drinking
water and sought urgent gov-
ernment intervention. Respond-
ing to their concerns, Singh as-
sured that the matter would be
taken up on priority upon his
return to Imphal.

Accompanied by MLAs and
senior officials, the Chief Min-
ister later visited Thawai Kuki
village, where a large gather-
ing of villagers flagged multi-
ple issues, including poor road

connectivity, inadequate water

supply, and limited access to
healthcare facilities. Singh re-
iterated the government’s com-
mitment to addressing these
challenges, stating that the
concerns raised would be prior-

AIUDF Signals Post-Poll Support

GUWAHATI

The All India United Democratic
Front (AIUDF) has indicated its
willingness to back any opposition
coalition aiming to form the next
government in Assam, hintingata
possible political realignment after
the 2026 Assembly elections.

AIUDF MLA Rafiqul Islam on
Friday said the party would extend
“full support” to an opposition front
seeking to challenge the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) in the state.
Addressingreporters, Islam asserted
that voters have grown disillusioned
with theruling party and are seeking
change.

Citing the record 85.38 per cent
voter turnout in the April 9 polls-the
highest in Assam’s electoral histo-
ry-Islam described the surge as a
sign of anti-incumbency. “People

&

haverejected the BJP government,”
he claimed.He further stated that the
AIUDF expects to secure more than
15seats in the 126-member Assembly
and is prepared to make “sacrifices”
ifrequired to facilitate the formation
of anon-BJP government.

Polling data showed strong par-

ticipation across demographics, with
women recording a turnout of 85.96
per cent compared to 84.80 per cent
among men, while third-gender
participation stood at 36.84 per cent.
Islam argued that the high turnout
reflects a shift in public sentiment in
favour of opposition forces, although

final outcomes remain awaited.

The BJP, however, has offered a
contrasting interpretation, terming
the high turnout as a reaffirmation
of public faith in democratic pro-
cesses and its governance record.
Party leaders highlighted enthusi-
astic participation by young voters
as indicative of growing support for
development and stability under
the National Democratic Alliance
(NDA).Political observers note that
ATUDF’s outreach could prove signif-
icant in shaping post-poll equations,
particularly in a closely contested
Assembly where no single party was
projected to secure a clear major-
ity in pre-election assessments.
Opposition unity efforts are expected
to intensify in the coming days as
stakeholders explore possibilities
of forming a coalition government
in Assam.

to Anti-BJP Alliance in Assam

Punjab Seeks Continued Detention of MP

Amritpal Si

CHANDIGARH

The Punjab government has approached
the Punjab and Haryana High Court

Quest

ngh in Assam;

seeking permission to continue the cus-
tody of Khadoor Sahib MP Amritpal
Singh at Dibrugarh Central Jail even
after his detention under the National
Security Act (NSA) expires on April 22.
Appearing before a bench led by Chief
Justice Sheel Nagu, the state submitted
that it intends to re-arrest Singh imme-
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Friday.The state’s counsel argued that
continued confinement outside Punjab
is necessary in view of potential security
threats. It also sought the court’s nod to
interrogate Singh at a designated facility
in Dibrugarh and to conduct subsequent
judicial proceedings, including remand
and filing of chargesheets, through video
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HC Upholds NSA Order

sam. The petition, filed by the Amritsar
Rural Senior Superintendent of Police,
contends that the MP’s alleged activities
pose arisk to public order and state secu-
rity. It further noted that the Assam gov-
ernment has consented to his continued
detention under provisions of the Trans-
fer of Prisoners Act.

In a related development, the High
Court on Thursday dismissed Singh’s
challenge to his third detention order un-
der the NSA. The division bench of Chief
Justice Nagu and Justice Sanjiv Berry
held that the preventive detention order
did not warrant judicial interference,
observing that it was “clear as daylight”.

The court found no illegality in the
detention order issued by the Amrit-
sar district magistrate in April 2025,
which cited alleged links with an-
ti-national elements, association with
gangsters, and support for separatist
activities.

Singh, chief of the group Waris
Punjab De, has been in custody since
April 2023 following a month-long
manhunt after the Ajnala police sta-
tion incident, where he and his al-
legedly forced entry into the premises
and clashed with police. He later con-
tested the 2024 Lok Sabha elections as
an Independent candidate and won
from Khadoor Sahib.

With his current NSA detention set

to lapse on April 22, the Punjab gov-

itised.

In a statement shared on so-
cial media, the Chief Minister
said the government remains
focused on ensuring the deliv-
ery of essential services across
all regions of the state, empha-

sising equitable development
for rural and remote areas.

The Ukhrul outreach follows
similar visits to Jiribam and
Senapati district, undertaken
via key national highways as
part of a broader grassroots en-
gagement programme.

Officials said Singh is sched-
uled to halt at Ramva to review
progress on an ongoing Na-
tional Highway project before
proceeding further. He is also
expected to hold meetings with
Tangkhul community leaders
and district officials, includ-
ing the Deputy Commissioner
and Superintendent of Police,
at the DRDA conference hall in
UKkhrul.

The visit will include an in-
spection of a rigid pavement
construction project and the
inauguration of the Shirui Her-
itage Project at Shirui village.
The Chief Minister and his
team are expected to conclude
the tour following a lunch meet-
ing at Shirui.

Nagaland Sets Up Doyang
Wildlife Division in Wokha to
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WOKHA

The Department of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change,
Nagaland has inaugurated the
Doyang Wildlife Division along
with a dedicated control room to
address the rising incidents of
human-elephant conflict (HEC) in
the region.

The initiative was formally
launched at the Doyang Wildlife
Division Office in Forest Colony,
Wokha, in the presence of Forest,
Environment and Climate Change
Minister C L John, who attended
the programme as chief guest.

In his address, John em-
phasised the need to translate
environmental awareness into
tangible action, underlining the
importance of maintaining a bal-
ance between forests, wildlife and
human habitation for a sustain-
able future. He noted that while
traditional reverence for nature
remains strong among Nagas,
broader awareness and active
participation in conservation ef-
forts have only recently begun to
expand.

Addressing the growing chal-
lenge of human-elephant conflict,
the minister called for coexistence
and urged communities to work
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Curb Human-Elephant Conflict

collaboratively in mitigating wild-
life-related damage. He assured
that the government is putting
mechanisms in place for faster
response and effective grievance
redressal.

Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests and Head of Forest Force
Vedpal Singh said the new divi-
sion was created in response to
the increasing frequency of HEC
incidents in Wokha. He described
the establishment of the division
and control room as a significant
step towards enabling prompt in-
tervention and enhancing support
for affected citizens.

Principal Secretary Y. Kikhe-
to Sema highlighted the need for
sustained awareness campaigns
and long-term planning, adding
that efforts are underway to se-
cure externally aided projects to
tackle the issue in a comprehen-
sive manner.The Doyang Wildlife
Division, carved out of the former
Doyang Plantation Division, will
have jurisdiction over forest areas
in Wokha, Mokokchung and Zun-
heboto districts. Officials said the
new setup is expected to strength-
en conservation measures while
providing a focused institution-
al mechanism to manage hu-
man-wildlife conflict in the region.
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Tyrannosaurus Rex had eyes that were 13 times
as precise as a human’s eyesight, meaning it
could see prey from almost 4 miles away.

diately after the expiry of his preventive
detention, citing intelligence inputs and
concerns over law and order. The mat-
ter is scheduled for further hearing on

conferencing.

Representing Singh, advocate Iman
Singh Khara confirmed that the plea
seeks to extend his incarceration in As-

tinued custody.

ernment has indicated it may proceed
with a fresh arrest to ensure his con-
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Opposition should
not spread rumours
on delimitation:

Kiren R

NEW DELHI

Union Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju on
Thursday said the opposition
should not spread rumours
regarding the proposed
delimitation bill and should
not “misinterpret or miscon-
strue” its objective.

“I have one appeal to
make to the opposition
parties. Please don’t spread
rumourson delimitation. On
the pretext of delimitation,
don’t oppose the women’s
reservation. I have a very
specific appeal to all the
opposition parties not to
spread rumours and mis-
lead the people of South
India, and also not to misin-
terpret or misconstrue the
good objective by raising
some other issues. Don’t
make some excuse to defeat
the women’s reservation,”
Rijiju told reporters.

“I am very happy that
today is a historic day. This
bill is a historic piece of
legislation that will forev-
er be remembered as the
Parliament of India has
taken this historic decision
to provide 33 % reservation
for women in the Lok Sabha
and in the assemblies of dif-
ferent states.

Tam very confident that
all the parties are going to
support and to ensure that
the long-pending women’s
reservation doesn’t get
defeated,” he added.

The Constitutional
Amendment Bill is linked
to a population-based
delimitation exercise using
2011 Census data, which is
expected to alter constitu-
ency boundaries and the
composition of Lok Sabha
and state assemblies.

Opposition parties have
raised concerns over the

jjiju

delimitation proposal, with
criticism intensifying after
the Centre cleared draft
amendment bills to oper-
ationalise the Nari Shakti
Vandan Adhiniyam, 2023.
They have also objected
to the timing of the special
Parliament session.

The government has
said it plans to implement
women’s reservation ahead
ofthe 2029 General Elections
through amendments to the
2023 Act and a constitutional
amendment that separates
the delimitation exercise
from the 2027 census.

The proposal also envis-
ages increasing the total
strength of Parliament to 850
seats, including 815 for states
and 35for Union Territories,
from the current 543 Lok
Sabha seats.

The Centre has called a
special Parliament session

from April 16 to 18.

Centre tables bills to tweak
women’s quota and set up
delimitation panel, faces

Opposition backlash
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NEW DELHI

Union ministers Arjun Ram Meghwal
and Amit Shah on Thursday moved to
introduce three bills in the Lok Sabha
toamend the women’s quota law and set
up a delimitation commission, as oppo-
sition termed the proposed legislations
“anti-constitutional” and an “attack on
the Indian federal structure.”

Lok Sabha cleared the introduc-
tion of the Delimitation bill (131st
Constitutional Amendment) Bill, 2026
—to expand its strength from 543 to 850

— after a 207-126 vote, and introduced
a bill to amend the women’s quota law
(106th Amendment Act, 2023) follow-
ing a 251-185 vote. Congress MP KC
Venugopal questioned why proposed
changes in the women’s quota law were
not incorporated when it was earlier
passed by Parliament.

“Bills to tweak the women'’s quota
law and set up a delimitation panel are
anti-constitutional,” he said. “This bill
is a fundamental attack on the Indian
federal structure. What exactly is the
intention of this bill? The parliament

passed the bill in both Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha, ensuring 33% reservation
of women,” Venugopal added.

In a swift response, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah hit back, claiming
that Venugopal could not question the
merits of the Bills at the stage of intro-
duction and was limited only to raising
technical objections.

Shah further said that the govern-
ment would give a “strongreply” to the
Opposition during the debate.

Meanwhile, Samajwadi Party’s
AXKhilesh Yadav questioned the rush to

introduce the bills. “We are infavour...
but why do you not want a Census to
be conducted?” he asked, while party
MP Dharmendra Yadav questioned
the move to delink delimitation from
the Census and called for women from
minority communities and backward
classes to be accommodated in the quota
for Parliament.

Shah hit back, saying the Census
2027 is on and the Centre has also
decided to go for caste enumeration,
but reservation based on religion is
‘“unconstitutional.”

Opposing the bills introduced by the
Centre, DMK’s TR Baalu said in the Lok
Sabha, “We favour the 2023 women’s
quotalaw, but the present bill is aimed
at delimitation.” DMK members were
dressed in black clothes in LS to protest
amendments to women reservation law.

Earlier in the day, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister MK Stalin hoisted a black
flag and burnt a copy of the proposed
Delimitation Bill, intensifying his pro-
test against the Centre’s move to table
the legislation in Parliament.

According to the draft Constitution
amendment bill, Lok Sabha seats will
be increased to a maximum of 850 from
the current 543 to “operationalise” the
women’s reservation law before the 2029
parliamentary polls, following a delimi-
tation exercise based on the 2011 Census.

Seats will also be increased in
state and Union territory assemblies
to accommodate 33 per cent reserva-
tion for women. The seats reserved for
women in the Lok Sabha and legislative
assemblies “shall be allotted by rotation
to different constituencies in a state or
Union territory”, the draft bill circulated
among Lok Sabha members said.

Several opposition parties on
Wednesday decided to unitedly vote
against the delimitation provisions
in the Constitution amendment bill in
Parliament, while asserting that they
are not against reservation for women
in legislative bodies.

Myanmar junta commutes all
death sentences, frees over
000 prisoners In new amnesty

YANGON

Myanmar’s leader commuted all death

sentences in a blanket order on Friday,
one of his first official acts since the 2021
coup leader was installed as the coun-
try’s civilian president.

The military juntaled by Min Aung
Hlaing snatched power in Myanmar in
a February 2021 putsch and resumed
executions after decades of not carrying
them out, targeting dissidents opposed
to his coup, rights group said.

By the following year, more than
130 people had been sentenced to death,
according to the United Nations, howev-
er, definitive figures are hard to track
in the country’s opaque, closed-door

court system.

Afterfive yearsruling as armed forc-
es chief, Min Aung Hlaing was installed
last Friday as president in a transition
democracy watchdogs have described
asacivilianrebranding of military rule.

The shift has been accompanied by
rollbacks of some of the junta’s post-coup
crackdown measures - steps the lead-
ership tout as reconciliation, but which
critics describe as cosmetic measures
to aid the rebranding effort.

A communique on behalf of Min
AungHlaing said “those serving death
sentences shall have their sentences
commuted to life imprisonment”, with-
out naming specific prisoners.

An amnesty in May 2023 lifted the

death sentences of 38 individual pris-
oners, but was not a blanket measure.

Friday’s act was announced as
part of a broader amnesty to mark
Myanmar’s Thingyan new year, one
of the country’s many public holidays
when forgiveness orders are regularly
announced.

More than 4,300 prisoners were slat-
ed for release, according to a statement,
alongside 179foreign nationals, while all
sentences under 40 years were slashed
by one-sixth.

Outside the barbed-wire boundary
of Yangon’s Insein prison, gaggles of
families waited in the sweltering heat
to learn whether their imprisoned rel-
atives would be among the pardoned.

“My brother has been imprisoned
for a political case,” said 38-year-old
Aung Htet Naing. “I am hoping that he
might be included in today’s release.”

“We cannot expect much because he
wasn’t included in previous pardons.”

Lessthan 14 percent of those released
in successive rounds of amnesties since
the coup were political prisoners, think
tank the Institute for Strategy and Policy
Myanmar said late last year.

More than 30,000 people have been
detained for political reasons since
the coup, according to the Assistance
Association for Political Prisoners.

Myanmar’s most famous political
prisoner Aung San Suu Kyi remains
detained incommunicado, serving a
27-year sentence which rights groups
have denounced as politically motivated.

Min Aung Hlaing swept aside the
Nobel Peace Prize laureate’s massively
popular government in 2021, making
allegations it had taken power by means
of massive voter fraud in polls the previ-
ous year. Election monitors said there
was no evidence of that and the military
-which has ruled Myanmar for most of
its history - wrestled back power as it
grew anxious about its waning influence
after her landslide victory.

The coup triggered an ongoing civil
war, pitching pro-democracy guerrillas
and long-active ethnic minority armies
against the military.

A junta-organised election conclud-
ed in January, reversing the result of
the 2020 poll by delivering a walkover
win for pro-military parties.

Suu Kyi’s National League for
Democracy party was dissolved and
barred from running, while protest or
criticism of the poll was made a pris-
onable offence and voting did not take
place in rebel-held areas.

Lawmakers installed in the election
voted overwhelmingly for Min Aung
Hlaing to serve as their president, and
he was sworn into office to start his five-
year term last week.

Turkey hosts Pakistan,
Saudi, Egypt ministers at
Antalya forum amid West
Asia war diplomacy push

F

ANTALYA

Turkey hosts a high-stakes
forum Friday bringing togeth-
er the foreign ministers of
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and
Egypt, as Islamabad pushes
diplomatic efforts to end the
Middle East war.

Pakistan’s powerful army
chief met senior negotiators
in Tehran on Thursday as
Washington and Iran consid-
ered a fresh round of talks to
end the six-week war.

President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan will address the three-
day Antalya Diplomacy Forum
when it opens on Friday in the
Mediterranean holiday resort
of Antalya.

The foreign ministers
of Turkey, Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia and Egypt are to meet
on the sidelines of the forum,
with the war and the blockade
of the crucial Strait of Hormuz
expected to dominate. The tim-
ing of the meeting has not yet
been announced.

Pakistan has positioned
itself as a key mediator in
regional diplomacy havinghost-
edrare talks between Iran and
the United States last weekend,
which ended inconclusively.

“We are making the neces-
sary efforts to reduce tensions,

extend the ceasefire, and contin-

ue the negotiations,” Erdogan
said in an address to his ruling
AKP party in parliament this
week.

“Negotiations cannot take
place with clenched fists.
Weapons must not be allowed
tospeak again instead of words.
The window of opportunity
opened by the ceasefire must
be fully utilised.”

The White House has said
further talks with Iran would
“very likely” be in Islamabad,
where Vice President JD
Vance led the US delegation
in the last round of negoti-
ations.

Pakistani Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, who met
Qatar’s ruler in Doha on
Thursday as part of a region-
al tour, will also join the
forum and meet Erdogan on
its margins, as Islamabad
pushes for a US-Iran second
round.

“We will continue to pro-
vide all the support we can to
ensure that the ongoing tem-
porary ceasefire turns into a
permanent one,” a Turkish
defence ministry source said
on Thursday.

“We hope that this war
--whose effects are being felt
increasingly not only region-

ally but also globally -- will

come to an end as soon as
possible, and that the parties
will act constructively in the
ongoing negotiation process,”
the source said.

Turkey, while a vocal
critic of Israel, has joined
diplomatic efforts with Egypt
and Pakistan to help reach a
ceasefire in the conflict.

Ankara has said the
Middle East ceasefire should
include Lebanon which is fac-
ing Israeli attacks.

Foreign Minister Hakan
Fidan said on Monday also
the strategic Strait of Hormuz
should be reopened “as soon
as possible” while warning
that its status would remain a
key point of contention.

He described the water-
way as an “international free
passage zone”, adding that
any disruption to freedom of
navigation is not something
parties want to see.”

More than 150 countries
are expected to take part
in the Antalya gathering,
including more than 20 heads
of state and government.

Among the participants
are Syrian President Ahmed
al-Sharaa and Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov.
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TRONGLAOBI TRAGEDY:

A Call for Restraint,

Responsibility, and Reflection

NIL KONSAM

The bomb blast at Tronglaobi
Awang Leikai on 7 April 2026 took
away two tender and innocent
souls in their sleep — five year old
Oinam Tomthin and his five month
old sister Oinam Yaisana —not
long after young Tomthin had said
to his mother, “Mom, I love you.”
Their mother, Oinam Binita, a
nurse posted in Guwahati who was
on maternity leave, was critically
injured in the attack. The family
had gathered at their ancestral
home for the weaning ceremony of
young Yaisana. Their father, Oin-
am an%lalngamba, a BSF jawan,
had cut short his leave to return

to duty in Bihar. Such moments
demand not only empathy, but also
clarity of thought and responsibili-
ty in action.
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In the
immediate
aftermath,
anguish
and anger
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followed raises serious concerns.
Rumours, fear, anger, and appar-
ent communication gaps between
the public and the administration
have further aggravated the al-
ready volatile environment. It is
deeply unfortunate that additional
innocent lives were lost and oth-
ers injured in the aftermath of
uncoordinated and uncontrolled
protests — including when a mob
attempted to storm a nearby CRPF
camp, leading to firing by security
personnel. Even when unintended,
such overreactions can inflict irre-
versible damage on the very fabric
of our foundational constitutional
principles. ) )
Responding to violence with
more violence, or attempting to
bypass constitutional institutions,
the government, and established
norms, risks compounding the

- - e

tragedy. These reactions, however

emotionally driven, tend to deep-

en divisions and make an already

fragile situation far more complex

{_at er than contribute to resolu-
ion.

At the same time, this incident
calls for a calm but rigorous exam-
ination of security and intelligence
systems. The very occurrence of

such an attack , a projectile strik-
ing a civilian home in the dead of
night, suggests gaps, whether in
local intelligence gathering, in-
ter-agency coordination, preventive
surveillance, or response prepared-
ness. These must be acknowledged
with honesty and addressed wit
urgency. Strengthening ground
level intelligence, improving coor-
dination between agencies, and en-
suring timely, actionable responses
are essential — not as an exercise
in blame, but as a commitment to
preventing recurrence.

Equally concerning has been the
emergence of generalised public
criticism directed at security forc-
es. While accountability remains
fundamental in any democratic sys-

tem, it must be exercised with care
and responsibility. Generalised
attacks, particularly in moments
of crisis, risk undermining morale,
eroding trust, and diverting atten-
tion from constructive solutions.
A mature society must distinguish
between legitimate scrutiny and
reactionary condemnation.
‘Moreover, the cycle of protests,
disruptions, and sporadic violence
that often follows such incidents,
whether motivated or otherwise,
has had disproportionate conse-
quences on the most vulnerable
sections of society. Daily wage
earners lose their livelihoods,
school going children face interrup-
tions in education, and the sick and
elderly struggle to access essential
services. These silent sufferings
rarely dominate public discourse,
et they significantly deepen the
umanitarian cost of instability.

Community leaders, legislators,
and the local administration, in-
cluding law enforcement agencies,
must urgently establish protocol
and process driven mechanisms
to educate the public, counter
rumours, bridge communication
gaps, and accelerate the return to
normalcy. ] ) )

Manipur today finds itself in a
deeply complex situation — shaped
by accumulated grievances, mis-
trust, and recurring cycles of vio-
lence. The pain is real and must be
acknowledged with sincerity. Yet,
it is equally important to recognise
a difficult truth: lasting peace can-
not be imposed solely from outside.
Governments and institutions must
act decisively, fairly, and trans-
parently. But durable normalcy
ultimately depends on collective re-
straint, introspection, and a shared
willingness among people to priori-
tise coexistence over conflict.

The tragedy in Tronglaobi must
not become just another episode in
a continuing cycle. It should in-
stead serve as a moment of pause —
a point from which society chooses
responsibility over reaction, disci-
pline over disorder, and dialogue
over disruption. The path forward
is undoubtedly difficult, but it re-
mains possible if approached with
maturity, empathy, and a clear
sense of shared responsibility.
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RESPONSIBILITIES

» Conduct demos & presentations
» Understand client needs

- Travel for meetings

- Achieve sales targets

REQUIREMENTS

« B.Sc./M.Sc. in Physics

» Good communication skills
- Sales interest & willingness
to travel

DETAILS

¥25,000-¥35,000/month + Incentives
Locations: Kolkata, North East, Odisha
APPLY NOW & BE PART OF EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING!

www.jigyasu.co.in

HIG 44, Infront of DAV, 4th Ln, Phase II,
Sailashree Vihar, Chandrasekharpur, Bhubaneswar, 751021

+91 99378 86970
biswa@jigyasu.co.in

SPACE
FOR

YOU
ONLY

Rs. 150/- per day

PLACEMENT

Fresher, job seekers can register
with KRC Placements.Send
resume to -
Heforsuccess@gmail.com

To source candidates, organisation
can contact KRC Placements at
info@krcfoundation.org

For Details Visit:
https://bit.ly/krcplacements

pply here:
https://bit.lyKRCPlacementForm

VOLUNTEERS REGISTERS
@ NEIR 2026

We are looking for
volunteers across NE &
West Bengal Interested
candidates (College
students, youths) can
register at https://
northeastintegrationrally.
in/Volunteer_Registration.
aspxor, send an email:
neintegrationrally@gmail.
com

BUSINESS

DIRECTORY

Business establishments, educational
institutions, individual service pro-
iders etc. can enlist themselves or
dvertise their products or services a
he most reasonable cost in InfoCom
Diary. Send your details to InfoCom
lutions at: infocom.krc@gmail.com
ubmit Here: https://bit.ly

InfoComDiaryForm

Students can apply for a three-

months internship with KRC
Foundation. During the internship
the student can qet an opportu-
nity to work on alive project. On
successful completion the stu-
dent is awarded a certificate.
Apply to 5E for Success:
eforsuccess@gmail.com
For Details Visit:

https://bit.ly/krcstudentinternship
r

0
www.krcfoundation.org/prod-
ucts-services/training-develop-
ment-5e-for-success/internship

NE INDIA
WRITING STAR

CONTEST

Participate in NE India Writing Star
Contest and get your writings published.
Eligibility: From Class VI onwards. Each
participants receives a digital panicipa@-J
ion certificates. Send articles at: info
krcfoundation.org
For Details Visit:
https://bit.ly/NEIndiaWritingStarContest
krcfoundation.org/campaigns-csr,
ne-india-writing-star-contest

KRC TIMES

To engage with KRC TIMES,
please use the following e-mails
and WhatsApp Nos:
For News: krctimes@gmail.com
WP: 8721838313
r Advertisement: info@krcfoun-
dation.org / WP: 9330830083
For Subscription:krctimes@gmail.
com/ WP: 8721838313
Editor: biswadeep.gupta@gmail.
com/ WP: 8721838313

Published by KRC Foundation.H.No. 15, Old Kalibari Road, Malugram, Silchar, Assam 788002. Editor-in-chief: Biswadeep Gupta. Tel: 8721838313, e-mail: krctimes@gmail.com www.krctimes.com
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Learning by doing

We bring raw science out of textbooks into
real-life experiences of students

Our philosophy is
‘Learning by Doing’

N

ENGAGE EXPLORE

OBSERVE

800+ EXPERIMENTS
FOR GRADES 6-12

' INVITING INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS
+91 99378 86970, 9330830083
biswa@jigyasu.co.in, biswadeep@jigyasu.co.in

HIG 44, Infront of DAYV, 4th Ln, Phase I,

Sailashree Vihar, Chandrasekharpur, Bhubaneswar, 751021

WWW.jigyasu.co.in




