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Manipur University
condemns campus
bomb blast, calls for
calm and vigilance

IMPHAL

Manipur University on
April 5 strongly condemned
a bomb blast that occurred
on its campus around 7:15
pm on April 4 near the gate
of Type V, Block 8 of the
University Quarters.

Describing the incident
as a “heinous act,” the uni-
versity said it was an attack
on innocent lives and on
the core values of education, peace and harmony,
sending shockwaves across the academic commu-
nity.

The university assured that the safety and
well-being of students, faculty and staff remain
its top priority. Authorities responded swiftly and
are cooperating with law enforcement agencies
while taking necessary steps to strengthen cam-
pus security.

Appealing for calm, the university urged the
community to remain vigilant and united against
violence.

Reaffirming its commitment to maintaining a
safe and secure environment, the institution also
called on the public to cooperate in preserving the
sanctity of the campus and support efforts to up-
hold peace and protect educational spaces.

WHO SAID WHAT

We have clear evidence
that a Pakistan backed
Social media group

has contributed to |
#CONGFakeAlCampaign.
Last year we had done

an expose as to how
Pakistani Facebook
accounts were being
deployed in Assam
Elections. ~ Dr. Himanta
Biswa Sarma, Assam CM
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“Vote to safeguard land, identity’: Modi sharpens pitch in

Barpeta,

GUWAHATI

With campaigning entering its final
stretch ahead of the Assam Assem-
bly elections, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Monday intensified
the Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP)
electoral push, urging voters to view
their ballot not merely as a choice
of government but as a mandate to
protect Assam’s land, identity and
future.

Addressing a packed rally in
Barpeta in support of BJP candidate
Ranjeet Kumar Dass, Modi outlined
his vision of a “Viksit Bharat” while
highlighting women’s empower-
ment, development initiatives, and
launching a sharp attack on the
Congress.

Emphasising increased political
participation of women, the Prime
Minister reiterated the Centre’s
commitment to implementing 33
per cent reservation for women in
legislative bodies. He said efforts
were underway to ensure its full
realisation ahead of the 2029 Lok
Sabha elections.

“To strengthen the role of wom-

en in the Assembly, 33% reserva-
tion has been ensured. By the 2029
Lok Sabha elections, women should
fully get this right,” Modi said, add-
ing that discussions had been held
with political parties and a special
meeting was scheduled later this
month, even as he accused some
groups of attempting to stall the

move.

He asserted that the proposed
quota would not adversely affect
any section and called upon women
voters to press all political parties
to support the initiative.

Turning to the Opposition, Modi
launched a pointed attack on the
Congress, claiming the party was

agriculture, noting that Assam’s ar-

omatic Joha rice had begun reach-
ing international markets.

“The fragrance of Joha rice is
now reaching Europe, with exports
to countries like Italy and England.
This reflects the hard work of our
farmers,” he said, adding that the
minimum support price (MSP) for

bats for women’s quota ahead of 2029 polls

headed towards a prolonged phase
of electoral defeats. “The people of
Assam have decided two things -
the NDA will form the government
for a third consecutive term, and
the Congress leadership in Delhi
will register a century of losses,”
he said.

The Prime Minister also high-
lighted the scale of public turnout
at the rally, describing it as unprec-
edented in his political experience.
“Even during my years in Gujarat,
I have rarely seen such a gathering
at this hour,” he remarked.

Reiterating the BJP’s develop-
ment plank, Modi said Assam was
on a path toward global integration,
citing improvements in connectiv-
ity and growth in sectors such as
tourism. He underscored gains in

paddy had risen significantly over
the past decade.

Issuing a political warning,
Modi alleged that a Congress gov-
ernment could introduce policies
aimed at portraying “infiltrators”
as victims to secure vote bank sup-
port. “For them, power is above
national interest and the rights of
indigenous people,” he said, urging
voters to remain vigilant against
what he termed “misleading nar-
ratives”.“Your vote is not just to
form a government, but to protect
your land, identity and future,” he
asserted.Marking the BJP’s 47th
Foundation Day, the Prime Minis-
ter also extended greetings to party
workers nationwide, lauding their
commitment to public service.

Modi is scheduled to address ad-
ditional rallies later in the day in
Hojai for BJP candidate Shiladitya
Dev and in Dibrugarh in support of
state minister Prasanta Phukan.

Campaigning for the 126-mem-
ber Assembly will conclude on
April 8, with polling slated for April
9 and counting of votes scheduled
for May 4.

Heightened Alert Along
Manipur-Myanmar Border After
IED Haul, Insurgent Arrests

IMPHAL

Security forces have sounded a high
alert across vulnerable stretches of
Manipur-Myanmar border following
the recovery of improvised explosive
devices (IEDs), foreign currency, and a
cache of arms and ammunition during
coordinated operations over the week-
end.Officials on Sunday confirmed the
arrest of four insurgents linked to two
underground outfits, alongside multi-
ple seizures of contraband drugs and
illicit goods in separate operations
across the state.The alert comes amid
fresh intelligence inputs warning of the
movement of anti-social and insurgent
elements attempting to consolidate
their presence in sensitive pockets
along the international border.

Acting on specific intelligence, cen-
tral security forces, in coordination
with state police, launched a targeted
search operation in the border belt us-
ing specialised detection units, includ-
ing a metal-detecting dog squad.

The operation led to the recovery
of a significant cache of military-grade
equipment from the area between Bor-
der Pillars 72 and 73 near Yangoubung
village, under Moreh Police Station in
Tengnoupal district.Recovered items
included an AK-47 rifle with a maga-
zine, two 9mm pistols with magazines,
four detonators, safety fuses, eight bat-
teries, and 16 IEDs, which were sub-
sequently destroyed in situ by bomb
disposal teams. Security personnel also
seized 16,800 Myanmar Kyats and a
first-aid kit from the site.

Officials described the haul as a “se-
rious security concern,” noting that the
presence of multiple IEDs pointed to
possible plans to target security instal-
lations or disrupt civilian movement
in the region.In parallel operations
across Imphal East and Imphal West,

security forces arrested three active
cadres of the proscribed Kangleipak
Communist Party - People’s War Group
(KCP-PWG).The arrested individuals
were identified as Thangjam Yaipha-
ba Meitei (32), Laitonjam Ramakanta
Meitei (35), and Thongam Herojit (39),
all picked up from their respective resi-
dences. Authorities seized three mobile
handsets and two Aadhaar cards from
their possession.In a separate raid,
another cadre linked to the Meeyamgi
Fingang Lanmee (MFL) faction of the
KCP was apprehended from a rented
accommodation in Sagolband area.
Two mobile phones and an Aadhaar
card were recovered during the opera-
tion.Officials said the arrests were part
of a sustained crackdown aimed at dis-
mantling urban support networks that
facilitate insurgent activities in the val-
ley districts.

Security forces also intensified an-
ti-smuggling operations, leading to the
arrest of two individuals from the Old
Lambulane area under Imphal Police
Station. The accused were found trans-
porting 480 bottles of codeine-based
cough syrup in a vehicle, which was
seized.In a separate interception in Ka-
kching district, police recovered a con-
signment of illegal tobacco products
from a passenger bus. The seized items
included multiple packets of chewing
tobacco brands, indicating continued
attempts to smuggle restricted goods
through the region.

Officials said security has been
stepped up across key transit points
and border outposts, with intensified
patrolling and surveillance in vulnera-
ble districts. The latest recoveries have
reinforced concerns about the porous
nature of the border and its continued
use for trafficking arms, explosives,
and contraband.

Child’s body
recovered from
Imphal riverbank

after disappearance
from IDP camp

IMPHAL

Rs. 97 crore seized as
EC tightens enforcement;
EVMs commissioned
across all 126 seats

GUWAHATI

An eight-year-old girl residing in a relief
camp for internally displaced persons
(IDPs) in Imphal East district was found
dead hours after she went missing, in an
incident that has sparked alarm over safe-
ty conditions within displacement camps.

The child, a resident of Moreh Ward
No.9(Moreh Khunou Leikai), was report-
ed missing on the evening of April 5. Her
disappearance triggered an immediate
search by family members and fellow
camp residents, who combed nearby
ponds and surrounding areas but failed
tolocate her.

A missing person report was subse-
quently filed at Irilbung Police Station
around 7:30 pm, prompting police
to launch a large-scale search oper-
ation. Senior officers, including the
Superintendents of Police from both
Imphal East and Imphal West districts,
supervised the efforts. CCTV footage from
nearby locations was also examined as
part of the investigation.

During the probe, police detained a
28-year-old man identified as Laishram
Langamba, a native of Churachandpur
who had been staying at the same relief
camp as the victim.According to police,
the accused allegedly confessed during
interrogation and led investigators to a
location near Singjamei Bridge along the
Imphal River, where he claimed to have
disposed of the body.Acting on the dis-
closure, police conducted a search oper-
ation and recovered the child’s body at
around 2:30 am on April 6.The body has
been sent to the mortuary at Jawaharlal
Nehru Institute of Medical Sciences for
post-mortem examination. Officials said
the report will determine the exact cause
of death and whether any sexual assault
was involved.

With election enforcement intensi-
fying ahead of the Assam Assembly
polls, authorities have seized ma-
terials worth ?97 crore in the state
so far, the Election Commission of
India said on Sunday, underscoring
a sharp escalation in pre-poll vigi-
lance.

The seizures include ?4 crore in
cash, 720 crore worth of liquor, ?56
crore in drugs, 74 crore in precious
metals and ?13 crore in other items,
reflecting a broad-spectrum crack-
down aimed at curbing induce-
ments and illicit influence in the
electoral process.

Officials said Assam is among
the key poll-bound regions where
enforcement agencies have stepped
up surveillance following the roll-
out of the Electronic Seizure Man-
agement System (ESMS) on Febru-
ary 26, enabling real-time tracking
and coordination of enforcement
actions.

The statelevel seizures form
part of a wider nationwide drive,
with over ?650 crore worth of cash,
liquor, drugs and other items con-
fiscated across poll-bound states, in-
cluding Tamil Nadu, Kerala, West
Bengal and the Union Territory of
Puducherry.

To ensure free and fair elections,
the Commission has deployed an
extensive enforcement grid across
the country. More than 5,173 flying
squads have been mobilised to re-
spond to complaints within 100 min-
utes, while over 5,200 Static Surveil-
lance Teams are conducting checks
and setting up surprise nakas at key

transit points.

Senior officials said multiple re-
view meetings have also been held
with Chief Secretaries, Chief Elec-
toral Officers and Directors General
of Police to strengthen coordination
and ensure uniform enforcement
standards across states.

Alongside enforcement, election
authorities in Assam have complet-
ed a critical logistical exercise-the
commissioning of Electronic Vot-
ing Machines (EVMs) with candi-
date settings across all 126 Assem-
bly constituencies.

The process, carried out be-
tween March 31 and April 4 at des-
ignated centres notified by District
Election Officers, was conducted in
the presence of contesting candi-
dates and their authorised repre-
sentatives to ensure transparency
and compliance with prescribed
norms.

Technical support for the ex-
ercise was provided by engineers
from Electronics Corporation of
India Limited (ECIL), who assisted
in configuring the machines for ac-
curacy and operational readiness.

In total, 41,320 Ballot Units
(BUs), 43,975 Control Units (CUs)
and 43,997 VVPAT machines have
been commissioned, including re-
serve units, for deployment across
31,490 polling stations in the state.

With both enforcement mecha-
nisms and logistical preparations
nearing completion, Assam has
entered the final phase of readi-
ness for polling, with authorities
focusing on maintaining vigilance
and ensuring the integrity of the
electoral process.

Pakistan Link, Fake Passports, Al Claims: Himanta Biswa Sarma
Hits Back at Congress, Alleges “‘Foreign-Backed Disinformation’

Riniki Bhuyan Sharma rebuts Gogoi’s claims on foreign assets, counters with questions on his family’s disclosures

GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma on Monday launched a sharp and
detailed counteroffensive against the
Congress, accusing its leaders of orches-
trating a “fabricated and foreign-influ-
enced misinformation campaign” aimed
at targeting him and his family in the
run-up to the Assembly elections.

Addressing a high-intensity press
conference, Sarma directly named Con-
gress leaders Pawan Khera and Gaurav
Gogoi, alleging that they conducted coor-
dinated briefings in Delhi and Guwaha-
ti using what he termed “doctored and
fraudulent documents” to malign his
wife, Riniki Bhuyan Sharma.

The Chief Minister claimed that
the documents circulated by Con-
gress-including purported foreign pass-
portswere sourced from a Pakistani
social media network and subsequently
altered using artificial intelligence tools
and photo-editing software.

According to Sarma, a forensic-style
scrutiny of the documents revealed
multiple inconsistencies, including mis-
matched identity numbers, incorrect

personal details, and visible anomalies
in formatting and typography.

He cited specific instances to bolster
his claim, stating that one of the doc-
uments corresponded to an Egyptian
national, while another incorrectly por-
trayed a UAE Golden Visa as a passport.
“The UAE does not issue passports to
non-citizens. This is technically impos-
sible,” he said, adding that untranslated
Arabic text in the documents exposed
the alleged forgery.Escalating the attack,
Sarma alleged a “Pakistan link” to the
controversy, claiming that Pakistani
media outlets had aired at least 11 dis-
cussions on the Assam elections over the
past 10 days, each projecting narratives
favourable to the Congress.

He further asserted that the materials
used by Congress leaders could be traced
back to Pakistani digital platforms, rais-
ing concerns about possible foreign in-
terference in the state’s electoral process.

“Why use Pakistan to defame me?”
Sarma asked, framing the issue as one
involving not just political rivalry but na-
tional security and electoral integrity.On
thelegal front, the Chief Minister warned

that the use of fabricated documents to
influence voters could attract stringent
penal provisions under existing laws,
including sections related to forgery and
criminal conspiracy under the Bharati-
ya Nyaya Sanhita.

He noted that offences intended to
impact election outcomes may invite
enhanced punishment, potentially ex-
tending to life imprisonment in severe
cases.Sarma confirmed that his wife has
already lodged an FIR and said he was
confident that the investigation would
uncover the full chain behind what he
described as a “coordinated disinforma-
tion effort.”

In a bid to illustrate how easily dig-
ital records can be manipulated, Sar-
ma revealed that the Assam BJP had
created a mock entity named “Gaurav-
Elizabeth786” by paying USD 199 on
an international platform.He said the
demonstration was intended to show
how quickly fabricated entities can ap-
pear on public databases and search en-
gines, thereby lending superficial credi-
bility to misleading narratives.

The Chief Minister also questioned

the timing of certain companies cited
by Congress, claiming that some were
registered only after the allegations were
made public, thereby weakening their
evidentiary value.

Reiterating that the allegations
against him were “baseless, malicious,
and politically motivated,” Sarma
warned of strict legal consequences for
those involved in creating or disseminat-
ing such material.

The press conference has further
intensified the political contest in As-
sam, with claims of document forgery,
Aldriven manipulation, and alleged
foreign interference now taking centre
stage in the election discourse.

Guwahati, April 6: Riniki Bhuyan
Sharma on Tuesday firmly rejected alle-
gations of holding assets abroad, assert-
ing that neither she nor her immediate
family members have any business
interests or properties outside India,
even as she turned the spotlight back on
Congress leader Gaurav Gogoi with a se-
ries of pointed questions.Responding to
queries raised by Gogoi on social media,
Sharma categorically stated that neither

she, her husband Chief Minister Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma, nor their children pos-
sess any assets or business interests in
Dubai or elsewhere outside the country.

“Neither I, nor my children, nor my
husband have any business interests or
assets in Dubai or anywhere outside In-
dia,” she said, dismissing the allegations
outright.

In a sharp counterattack, Sharma
asked Gogoi to clarify whether his wife
has ever held a bank account in Paki-
stan and whether he would be willing to
disclose such details publicly. She also
accused the Congress MP of shifting his
claims within a short span, alleging that
he altered his narrative from referencing
a “Golden visa on an Egyptian passport”
tolinking it with an Indian passport with-
in 24 hours.The exchange comes amid a
widening political controversy triggered
by Gogoi’s earlier questions directed at
the Chief Minister. In his post, Gogoi had
sought clarity on whether Sharma holds
aDubai Golden Visa, whether it is linked
to an Indian passport, and whether any
members of the Chief Minister’s family
own properties or operate businesses

abroad.

He further questioned whether such
assets, if they exist, had been disclosed in
official election affidavits, asserting that
there should be no hesitation in facingan
investigation if the claims are unfound-
ed.

The controversy traces back to al-
legations made by Congress leader
Pawan Khera, who had cited purported
documents suggesting the existence of
multiple passports linked to Sharma and
raised concerns over potential legal vio-
lations.

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
however, has strongly dismissed the
claims, calling the documents “fabri-
cated” and accusing the Congress of at-
tempting to malign the Chief Minister’s
image ahead of the upcoming Assembly
elections.

The latest war of words marks a fur-
ther escalation in the intensifying po-
litical tussle between the BJP and the
Congress in Assam, with both sides
trading allegations and counter-alle-
gations as the state heads into a high-
stakes electoral contest.
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SAVING FUEL,
SECURING
TOMORROW

he rising cost and increasing scarci-
ty of diesel, petrol, and cooking gas
have become major concerns across
the world. Countries everywhere
are feeling the impact of fluctuating
fuel prices, supply chain disrupti-
ons, and growing energy demands.
India, too, is facing these challen-
ges. In such a situation, it becomes important not
only for governments but also for citizens to play
an active role in conserving fuel and using it wise-
ly. Responsible consumption is no longer just a
personal choice; it has become a social and natio-
nal responsibility.

Fuel is a limited and valuable resource. Care-
less and excessive use of petrol and diesel not only
increases our expenses but also puts pressure on
the environment. The more fuel we burn, the more
pollution we create, leading to serious problems
like air pollution and climate change. Reducing
fuel consumption, therefore, benefits not just our
economy but also our health and surroundings.

Today, the importance of fuel conservation has
grown even more due to rising global tensions,
particularly involving countries like Iran, Isra-
el, and the United States. The Middle East plays
a crucial role in global oil production, and any
conflict or instability in this region can disrupt
supply chains and cause sudden spikes in fuel
prices worldwide. For a country like India, which
depends heavily on imported oil, such disruptions
directly affect both the economy and daily life.
This makes fuel conservation not just an environ-
mental responsibility, but also a practical respon-
se to global uncertainty.

One of the simplest ways to conserve fuel is by
reducing unnecessary travel. Many of us use per-
sonal vehicles even for short distances that could
easily be covered by walking or cycling. Small
changes, such as walking to nearby places or com-
bining multiple errands into one trip, can make
a big difference. Carpooling is another effective
method. When people share rides, fewer vehicles
are on the road, saving fuel and reducing traffic
congestion.

Public transportation is also an important solu-
tion. Buses, trains, and metro systems are desig-
ned to carry large numbers of people efficiently.
Choosing public transport over private vehicles
can significantly reduce overall fuel consumption.
It may require some adjustment, but the long-term
benefits for society are worth it, especially during
times when global conflicts put pressure on fuel
supplies.Apart from transportation, cooking gas
is another resource that needs careful use. Many
households rely heavily on LPG for daily cooking,
but there are simple ways to reduce its usage.
Planning meals in advance, cooking efficiently,
and preparing multiple dishes at once can help
save gas. Using proper utensils, keeping lids on
while cooking, and making the most of retained
heat can also make a noticeable difference.

In addition, modern alternatives like electric
induction cooktops can help reduce dependence
on gas. These appliances are energy-efficient and
can be used alongside traditional methods. By
adopting a balanced approach, households can
lower their gas consumption without compromi-
sing convenience. During times when internatio-
nal conflicts affect fuel imports, such alternatives
become even more valuable.

Another important issue is the tendency to
panic during shortages. Whenever there is news
about rising prices or limited supply, some people
start hoarding fuel or gas cylinders. This creates
artificial shortages and makes it harder for others
to access essential resources. In times of global
tension, panic buying only worsens the situation.
Instead, we should act responsibly and trust that
systems are in place to manage supply. Cooperati-
on among citizens is key.

While modern technology offers many soluti-
ons, we can also learn from traditional practices.
In many rural parts of India, people have long re-
lied on natural and locally available resources for
cooking. Methods like using firewood or biomass
have been part of our heritage. While these should
be used carefully to avoid environmental harm,
they remind us of the importance of living in ba-
lance with nature and using resources thought-
fully.The government is taking several steps to
manage fuel supply and promote alternative ener-
gy sources. Initiatives encouraging renewable
energy, electric vehicles, and improved public
transport are being introduced. However, these ef-
forts can only succeed if citizens actively support
them. Policies alone cannot bring change unless
people are willing to adjust their habits, especial-
ly during times when global conflicts threaten
energy stability.

Education and awareness also play an impor-
tant role. People need to understand how their
daily choices affect the bigger picture. Schools,
communities, and media can help spread aware-
ness about fuel conservation and responsible con-
sumption. When individuals are informed, they
are more likely to make better decisions that bene-
fit everyone.Every small action matters. Turning
off engines at traffic signals, maintaining vehicles
properly, avoiding unnecessary use of appliances,
and being mindful of energy consumption are all
simple steps. These habits may seem small, but
when practiced by millions, they create a power-
ful impact. In times of global crisis, such collecti-
ve responsibility becomes a real strength.

In conclusion, the challenges related to fuel
and gas are real and growing. The added pressure
of international conflicts, especially in sensitive
regions like the Middle East, makes the situati-
on even more serious. While governments conti-
nue working on solutions, responsibility also lies
with each one of us. By reducing unnecessary use,
adopting efficient practices, and avoiding panic
behavior, we can contribute to a more sustainable
and secure future. Fuel conservation is not just
about saving money; it is about protecting our en-
vironment, supporting our economy, and staying
strong in uncertain times. If we take small steps
today, we can ensure a better tomorrow for future
generations.

“Whenever you start with

nothing, you can always shoot
for the moon.” - Steve Jobs

WARWITHOUT ENDGAME:
WHY THE U.S. RISKS
WINNING BATTLES BUT
LOSING STRATEGY

COL (DR.) ASHWANI
KUMAR, MID, VSM
(RETD.)

Wars are often
measured in vic-
tories but judged
in endings. The
United  States
today stands
at a familiar
crossroads tac-
tically dominant, technologically
unmatched, yet strategically uncer-
tain. As tensions deepen across the
Middle East, particularly involving
Iran and Israel, the question is no
longer whether America can win
battles. It is whether it knows how
this war ends.

History offers a cautionary lens.
From Vietham to Iraq, and later
Afghanistan, the United States has
repeatedly demonstrated its ability
to achieve rapid battlefield success.
Yet, time and again, these victories
have struggled to translate into last-
ing strategic outcomes. The pattern
isnot of defeat, but of incomplete vic-
tory where military strength outpac-
es political clarity.

The Ilusion of Tactical Success.

Modern American warfare ex-
cels in precision. Advanced drones,
satellite intelligence, cyber capabil-
ities, and rapid deployment forces
have redefined combat. Targets can
be identified, tracked, and neutral-
ized with remarkable efficiency.

Yet, tactical success creates a dan-
gerous illusion that the accumula-
tion of victories will eventually pro-
duce a strategic outcome.

It rarely does.

Destroying infrastructure, elimi-
nating key figures, or disrupting net-
works may weaken an adversary.
But these actions do not necessarily
resolve the underlying conflict. In-

= &

stead, they often reshape it, pushing
adversaries to adapt, disperse, and
endure.

Victory in modern warfare is no
longer about destruction, it is about
direction.

The Missing Piece: A Clear End-
game.

At the heart of the current con-
flict lies a fundamental question:

What does success look like?

Is it regime change?

Is it deterrence?

Is it containment?

Without a clearly defined polit-
ical objective, military operations
risk becoming self-perpetuating.
Each success invites another action,
each strike invites retaliation. The
conflict expands, but resolution re-
mains elusive.

This is the essence of a war with-
out endgame, a campaign driven by
capability rather than clarity.

Iran and the Strategy of Endur-
ance.

Iran represents a uniquely com-
plex challenge. Unlike conventional
adversaries, it does not rely solely
on direct confrontation. Its strategy
is built on asymmetry, patience, and
regional influence.

It avoids decisive engagements,
leverages proxy networks, and ex-
tends conflict across multiple do-
mains. In such a framework, surviv-
al itself becomes a form of victory.
The longer the conflict continues,
the more pressure shifts onto the
stronger power.

The Expanding Battlefield.

What makes the current scenario
more dangerous is the expansion of
conflict beyond conventional bound-
aries. The battlefield is no longer
confined to a single geography.

Maritime tensions threaten glob-
al energy flows. Drone and missile
exchanges blur frontlines. Proxy ac-
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Each escalation adds complexity,
and each response creates new un-
certainties.

The Second Chokepoint: A Glob-
al Multiplier.

Beyond the Strait of Hormuz,
strategic attention must also turn
to the Bab el-Mandeb, the southern
gateway to the Red Sea where the
shadow of the Iran Israel conflict is
rapidly lengthening.

While Hormuz represents the
artery of Gulf energy exports, Bab
el-Mandeb serves as the critical
bridge linking these supplies to Eu-
rope via the Suez Canal. The involve-
ment, or even the threat of involve-
ment, of Iran backed Houthi forces
in Yemen transforms this narrow
passage into a second pressure point.

Disruption here would not mere-
ly complement instability in Hor-
muz, it would multiply its impact,
creating a “dual chokepoint crisis”
for global trade. Shipping routes are
already being reconsidered, costs
are rising, and energy markets re-
main sensitive.

If both corridors come under
sustained threat, the conflict would
transcend regional boundaries re-
shaping global supply chains, inflat-
ing oil prices, and turning a regional
war into a wider economic confron-
tation.

The Cost of Time.

Time is the most underestimated
factor in modern warfare. Military
campaigns are designed for efficien-
cy, but conflicts unfold over dura-
tion.

As time extends, economic costs
rise, political consensus weakens,
and public support fluctuates. Ad-
versaries do not need to win militar-
ily they need to outlast politically.

The Risk Ahead.

If the United States continues on
a path of tactical engagement with-

tors widen the scope of engagement.

out strategic clarity, it risks entering

a familiar cycle, initial dominance,
gradual entanglement, rising costs,
and uncertain conclusions.

A modern strategic failure will
not resemble a dramatic defeat. It
will emerge as prolonged involve-
ment without resolution.

India and the Wider World:
Watching Closely.

For India, the stakes are immedi-
ate. Energy flows, trade routes, and

India is
watching

the deeply
shameful
conduct of
Congress and
their friends,
which
obviously
includes the
Communists,
in the wake
of the
situation in
West Asia.

~ Narendra
Modi, PM
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economic stability are directly tied
to these choke point.

Any prolonged disruption in Hor-
muz and Bab el-Mandeb would raise
fuel prices, increase inflationary
pressures, and strain economic plan-
ning. This makes the conflict not just
regional but global in consequence.

To conclude power Needs Pur-
pose. The United States remains the
most powerful military force in the
world. But power, in itself, is not a
strategy.

Without clarity of purpose, even
dominance risks becoming direc-
tionless.

Wars are not won by how they be-
gin but by how they end.

Author’s Note.

In the evolving nature of warfare,
endurance often outweighs dom-
inance. The United States has the
power to strike, but the challenge
lies in defining an achievable end-
game.

If that clarity remains ab-
sent, the risk is not defeat but
a prolonged conflict without
resolution, where victories ac-
cumulate, yet strategy remains
elusive.

Views expressed are personal.
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Manipur CM cites Vajpayee legacy,
campaigns for BJP’s Goala in Udharbond

SILCHAR

With campaigning intensifying
ahead of the Assam Assembly elec-
tions, Manipur Chief Minister Y.
Khemchand Singh on Sunday in-
voked the legacy of former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee while
canvassing support for BJP candi-
date Rajdeep Goala in the Udharbond
constituency of Cachar district.

Addressing a public rally at Rong-
pur near Silchar, Singh contrasted
Vajpayee’s “nation-first” politics
with what he described as opportun-
istic approaches of previous regimes,
asserting that the current leadership

Modi has carried forward that lega-
cy with a focus on development and
global positioning.

under Prime Minister Narendra l

Dhubrion high
alert ahead of
Assam polls;
CAPE, state forces

step up vigil

DHUBRI

Security has been significantly
tightened across Dhubri district
ahead of the April 9 Assam As-
sembly elections, with authori-
ties rolling out a multi-layered
deployment strategy aimed at
ensuring a peaceful polling pro-
cess.

Superintendent of Police De-
bashis Bora said that both the
Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPF) and State Armed Police
units have already been de-
ployed across the district as part
of a comprehensive operational
plan.

“We are working in accor-
dance with our plans. The Cen-
tral Armed Police Forces and
State Armed Police have already
been deployed in Dhubri,” Bora
said, adding that area domina-
tion exercises are being actively
carried out in both sensitive and
general locations.

Security personnel are con-
ducting regular vehicle marches
and foot patrols to maintain vis-
ibility and deter any potential
disruptions. The district police
have also activated static sur-
veillance mechanisms, includ-
ing pickets, Static Surveillance
Teams (SSTs) and Flying Sur-
veillance Teams (FSTs), to mon-
itor movement and enforce the
Model Code of Conduct.

“Seizures and raids are un-
derway as per the law,” Bora
noted, emphasising that enforce-
ment actions are being carried
out strictly within legal frame-
works.

Special attention is being
paid to border-adjacent polling
stations, given the district’s
strategic location. Dhubri has 85
polling stations situated near in-
ternational borders, prompting
targeted deployment and inten-
sified patrolling in coordination
with the Border Security Force
(BSF).

“In these areas, focused de-
ployment and confidence-build-
ing measures are being under-
taken jointly with the BSF,” the
SP said.

Nagaland celebrates
Easter with dawn
prayers, messages of
hope across churches

KOHIMA

Nagaland marked Easter on Sunday
with sunrise services, hymns and
community prayers, as churches and
leaders across the state came together
to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus
Christ with deep spiritual fervour.

The festival, which follows the
solemn observances of Good Friday
and the Holy Week period of fasting
and reflection, saw large congrega-
tions gathering in churches and open
grounds across hill towns, many
dressed in traditional attireIn the
state capital Kohima, the Kohima
Baptist Pastors’ Fellowship organ-
ised a sunrise service at Khuochiezie,
drawing believers from multiple con-
gregations in a collective expression
of faith.

The service began at dawn with
hymns such as “Christ the Lord is
Risen Today” and “Christ Arose”,
accompanied by choir performances

and scripture readings, creating a
solemn yet celebratory atmosphere.
Delivering the Easter message, KBPF
president Rev Ruokuovilie Sachu em-
phasised the significance of the resur-
rection as the foundation of Christian
belief, describing it as the ultimate
triumph over sin and death. He called
on believers to remain steadfast amid
contemporary social and spiritual
challenges and to live out their faith
in everyday life.

He also highlighted the message
of Christ as “the way, the truth and
the life”, urging the faithful to draw
strength and guidance from these
teachings in navigating personal and
societal issues.

The service concluded with col-
lective prayers and benediction, as
messages of hope, redemption and
renewal resonated across the state,
which has a predominantly Chris-
tian population.

Turning to Assam, Singh praised
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma for spearheading what he termed
a new phase of growth in the state,
particularly in urban infrastructure
and connectivity.

“From Guwahati to emerging ur-
ban centres, visible improvements
in infrastructure, connectivity and
urbanisation have transformed the
state,” he said, highlighting what
the BJP projects as its governance
achievements in the Northeast.

Making a direct appeal to voters,
Singh urged continued support for
the BJP, arguing that the party’s de-
velopment record provided clarity of
choice. “When development is visible
and leadership is decisive, the choice
is clear. Continued support to the BJP

is essential to sustain this momen-
tum,” he said.

Earlier, Goala, addressing mem-
bers of the Manipuri community,
emphasised his long-standing asso-
ciation with the group, recalling his
tenure as a two-time MLA from Lakh-
ipur. “Thave always shared a close re-
lationship with the Manipuri society.
The same trust and support contin-
ues here in Udharbond,” he said.

He also credited local community
leaders for strengthening the BJP’s
grassroots outreach, particularly
across 22 Manipuri-inhabited villag-
es in the constituency, describing it
as central to the party’s campaign
strategy.

With over 1.84 lakh voters in Ud-
harbond, he said decentralised en-

gagement had enabled the party to
expand its reach. “Our campaign has
reached every household, making
voter engagement more eﬂ‘ective,” he
added.

Expressing confidence in the
BJP’s prospects, Goala said the re-
sponse from voters indicated a fa-
vourable outcome, while assuring
that local concerns and development
priorities would remain central if
elected.

The rally forms part of the BJP’s
broader push to consolidate support
in the Barak Valley, where leader-
ship outreach, community engage-
ment and development narratives
are shaping the contours of the elec-
toral contest in the final phase of cam-

paigning.

Beef row polarises Guwahati Central;
Sarma warns of legal action as AJP
nominee gains intellectual backing

GUWAHATI

The Guwahati Central constituency
has turned into a sharply polarised
electoral arena, with a controversy
over beef consumption dominating
the campaign narrative and push-
ing governance issues to the back-
ground in the run-up to the Assam
Assembly elections.

At the centre of the row is As-
sam Jatiya Parishad (AJP) can-
didate Kunki Chowdhury, whose
campaign has drawn both endorse-
ments from prominent public fig-
ures and sustained attacks from the
ruling BJP, led by Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma.

The controversy escalated after
Sarma alleged that Chowdhury’s
mother, Sujata Chowdhury Gu-
rung, had posted images on social
media depicting beef consump-
tion-an issue the Chief Minister
framed as offensive to local religious
sentiments and cultural norms.

“In Assam, consuming beef and
proudly posting on social media is
not acceptable. There is a law here
with three years’ imprisonment.
After elections, under the Cattle
Prevention Act, I will take action
against her parents,” Sarma said
during a campaign rally, signalling
potential legal action.

Positioning the issue within a
broader cultural context, Sarma
invoked key religious and heritage
sites such as Kamakhya Temple,
Majuli and Batadrava Than to un-
derscore what he described as the
need to uphold Assam’s traditions.

The remarks, first raised earlier
in the campaign, have triggered a
political backlash, with opposition
voices accusing the BJP of fore-
grounding identity-based issues to
divert attention from governance
and development concerns.

Even as the rhetoric intensified,
Chowdhury’s campaign has gained

NPF pushing for political integration of
Nagas across borders, says CM Rio

DIMAPUR

Nagaland Chief Minister and pres-
ident of the Naga People’s Front
(NPF), Neiphiu Rio, on Saturday
reiterated the party’s commitment to
achieving the “political integration”
of Naga-inhabited areas across state
and international boundaries, even
as the goal of physical integration
remains unrealised.

Addressing a consultative meet-
ing of the NPF at Chiephobozou, Rio
underlined the party’s long-standing
role in safeguarding the welfare,
identity and traditions of the Naga
people. He described the NPF as
deeply rooted in Naga history and
positioned as a custodian of the
community’s cultural and political
legacy.

“The Naga people are yet to be
physically integrated, but we contin-
ue to work for political integration

across borders,” Rio said, calling on
party members to remain united in
advancing the collective aspirations
of the community.

Emphasising the party’s his-

torical role, he said the NPF has
consistently articulated the Naga
perspective and nurtured leader-
ship committed to public service.
He urged cadres to strengthen the
organisation at all levels and work
cohesively for the progress of the
Naga people.

Rio also voiced concern over the
slow pace of progress in resolving the
long-pending Naga political issue.
He criticised the lack of implemen-
tation of agreements signed between
Naga underground groups and the
Government of India, stating that
the absence of follow-through has
hindered the peace process.

“Many agreements have been
signed, but none have been imple-
mented. Unless this changes, no solu-
tion will arrive,” he said, stressing
theneed for concrete action tomove
the process forward.

NPF secretary general and MLA

Achumbemo Kikon highlighted the
party’s grassroots approach, focused
on preserving Naga identity while
navigating evolving political reali-
ties. He noted that the NPF, over the
past six decades, has played a pivotal
role in representing the aspirations
of the Naga people.

Kikon added that the party was
founded with the objective of work-
ing towards an honourable, inclu-
sive and acceptable resolution to
the Naga political issue, and that
meaningful progress would depend
on the effective implementation of
existing agreements.

The meeting at Chiephobozou
comes amid continued deliberations
on the future of the Naga peace pro-
cess, with regional parties like the
NPF reiterating their stance on
unity, identity and a negotiated
political settlement.

Assam polls: Lakhipur tests BJP’s booth machinery
against Congress clalm of ‘SILENT ANGER’

SILCHAR

road connectivity, claiming that over 100

Lakhipur’s

complex demographic

As Assam heads toward polling, the
Lakhipur Assembly constituency in the
Barak Valley has emerged as a political-
ly layered battleground, where the BJP’s
structured grassroots campaign is being
tested against the Congress’s assertion of
subdued voter discontent.

The contest in Lakhipur reflects a
broader electoral dynamic playing out
across the state-one driven by competing
narratives of visible development and un-
derlying dissatisfaction.

The seat is currently represented by
BJP MLA and Cabinet Minister Kaushik
Rai, whose campaign is anchored in the
advantages of incumbency, organisation-
al depth, and a sustained focus on infra-
structure-led development.

Rai has consistently argued that the
absence of major protests or corruption
allegations over the past five years indi-
cates a stable political environment in the
constituency. “In the last five years, the
Opposition has failed to create any major
issue in Lakhipur. There have been no
corruption charges, no mass movements.
We have worked in constant consultation
with people, and that has built trust,” he
said.

At the core of the BJP’s strategy is

Quest

The probability of you being born
was about 1in 400 trillion.

an extensive booth-level network, which
Rai credits for translating governance
delivery into electoral confidence. Large-
scale outreach efforts, including pancha-
yat-level “Vijay Sankalp” meetings, have
been positioned as evidence of public en-
gagement and support.

“We have conducted meetings in ev-
ery panchayat, with thousands attending
each. This shows the confidence people
have in us, but we are treating it as a
responsibility, not overconfidence,” he
added.

Rai has also foregrounded his local
roots as a political asset, underscoring
the importance of representation in a
constituency marked by social diversity.
Alongside this, he has highlighted devel-
opment achievements, particularly in

roads have been constructed, with addi-
tional projects underway.

Looking ahead, the BJP leader has
outlined a targeted development road-
map, focusing on infrastructure expan-
sion, education, and employment genera-
tion, including plans to establish a degree
college in Rajabazar.

On the other side, Congress candidate
M. Santi Kumar Singha is attempting to
reframe the electoral discourse by ques-
tioning both the depth and inclusiveness
of the BJP’s development narrative.

While acknowledging the ruling
party’s organisational strength, Singha
maintains that the contest remains open.
“It will be a neck-and-neck fight. Only as
polling approaches will the real trend be-
come clear,” he said.

His campaign pivots on shifting atten-
tion from visible infrastructure gains to
what he describes as structural deficits.
“Development cannot be reduced to roads
alone. There are serious gaps in employ-
ment, healthcare, and industrial growth
that cannot be ignored,” he argued.

Singha has also introduced a polit-
ically significant claim into the cam-
paign-that of “silent anger” among vot-
ers. According to him, a sense of fear
has curtailed open political expression,
masking underlying dissatisfaction that
may surface during voting.

“There is a sense of fear that limits
open political discussion, but that does
not mean people are satisfied. There is
silent anger, and it will reflect in the bal-
lot,” he said.

composition adds further depth to the
contest. The electorate includes Manipu-
ri Hindus and Muslims, tea garden work-
ers, Bengali-speaking populations, and
tribal communities such as the Naga and
Kuki groups-each with distinct socio-po-
litical priorities.

The Congress campaign is seeking to
leverage this diversity through targeted
outreach and identity-based consolida-
tion. “There is a broad-based desire for
change cutting across communities. I
have engaged with tribal leaders and dif-
ferent groups, and the response has been
encouraging,” Singha said, signalling an
attempt to build cross-community alli-
ances.

The electoral battle in Lakhipur thus
presents a clear analytical contrast: the
BJP’s emphasis on governance delivery,
organisational strength, and leadership
continuity under Chief Minister Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma, versus the Congress’s
focus on latent dissatisfaction, identity
mobilisation, and critique of develop-
ment priorities.

With an electorate of over 1.77 lakh
voters, the outcome in Lakhipur is likely
to hinge on turnout patterns, the effec-
tiveness of booth-level mobilisation, and
whether the Congress’s narrative of sup-
pressed sentiment translates into votes.

As campaigning enters its decisive
phase, Lakhipur stands out as a micro-
cosm of the larger electoral contest in
Assam-where visible performance and
invisible sentiment are set to collide at
the ballot box.

visibility through support from not-
ed intellectuals and public figures.
Eminent scholar Hiren Gohain en-
dorsed her candidature, calling for
generational change in the state’s
political leadership.

“Young candidates like you
represent the future. Many things
in the state need rebuilding, and
that requires courage,” Gohain said
during an interaction with the can-
didate.

Former Assam Director Gener-
al of Police and Sahitya Akademi
award-winning writer Harekrishna
Deka also appealed to voters to sup-
port Chowdhury, describing her as
arepresentative of emerging aspira-
tions among younger voters.

Adding a national dimension
to the contest, economist Parakala
Prabhakar, in a video message, said
the Assam elections carried impli-
cations beyond the state. “These
elections are not just about Guwa-

hati or Assam but have long-term
implications for the country,” he
said.

Despite the criticism, the BJP
has doubled down on the issue, ex-
panding it into a wider ideological
debate centred on cultural iden-
tity, legality and respect for local
traditions. Sarma reiterated that
adherence to state laws and societal
norms was non-negotiable, while
accusing opponents of attempting
to normalise practices that hurt re-
ligious sentiments.

With both sides entrenched in
their positions, Guwahati Central
has emerged as one of the most
closely watched constituencies in
this election cycle. The contest now
reflects a broader shift in campaign
dynamics-where identity politics
and ideological positioning are in-
creasingly eclipsing conventional
electoral themes such as develop-
ment and governance.

Tripura TTAADC polls:
BJP manifesto promises
Kokborok push,

Khumulwng

AGARTALA

Ahead of the April 12 elections
to the Tripura Tribal Areas
Autonomous District Council
(TTAADC), Chief Minister Man-
ik Saha on Sunday unveiled
the BJP’s manifesto, outlining
a development-focused roadm-
ap with emphasis on language
recognition, infrastructure and
youth employment in tribal re-
gions.

Polling for the 28-member
council will be held on April
12, with counting scheduled for
April 17, setting the stage for
a crucial contest in the state’s
tribal belt.

Releasing the manifesto at
Khumulwng, the headquarters
of the TTAADC in West Tripura
district, Saha said the BJP aims
to accelerate development in the
region and address governance
concerns under the current ad-
ministration led by Tipra Mo-
tha.

He alleged irregularities
in the functioning of the coun-
cil and said the BJP would act
against “unethical practices” if
voted to power.

Among the key promises,
the party has proposed renam-
ing the TTAADC as the Tripura
Autonomous Territorial Coun-
cil (TATC), alongside granting
proper recognition to Kokborok
and other tribal languages. The
manifesto also commits to pre-
serving customary laws and
traditions of indigenous com-
munities.

Hegistar
(G

masterplan

On the development front,
the BJP has pledged to establish
a medical college in the council
area and roll out a comprehen-
sive masterplan for Khumul-
wng. It also promised to extend
the Mukhya Mantri Rubber Mis-
sion to tribal regions and set up
a modern football academy to
promote sports infrastructure.

Employment generation
features prominently in the
document, with assurances of
skill development programmes
aimed at improving job pros-
pects for tribal youth.

Highlighting the Centre’s
focus on the Northeast, Saha
referred to Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, citing initiatives
such as solar electrification in
Reang refugee camps and im-
proved drinking water supply in
the Jampui Hills as examples of
development outreach.

“We are always focused on
development, be it plains or
hills,” he said, expressing confi-
dence that the BJP, which is con-
testing all 28 seats, would secure
a mandate in the council.

Senior party leaders, includ-
ing state BJP president Rajib
Bhattacharjee, Tribal Welfare
Minister Bikash Debbarma and
vice president Rebati Tripura,
were present at the manifesto
launch.The TTAADC polls are
being closely watched as a key
test of political influence in
Tripura’s tribal areas, with de-
velopment, identity and govern-
ance shaping the contours of the
electoral battle.
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Neutrality of polls

L.C dependent on
contestants: Justice
Nagarathna

NEW DELHI

Revamping a course of study
aligned with the National
Education Policy (NEP), the
Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) on Friday
announced a new curriculum
framework that will introduce
athree-language formula from
Class 6 and a two-level system
in mathematics and science for
Class 9, beginning the 2026-27
academic session.

The new framework shows
ashift inhow subjects are struc-
tured and assessed, with a focus
on flexibility, multilingualism,
and competency-based learn-
ing. According to officials, the
three-language formula will
be implemented in a phased
manner, with students from
Class 6 required to study three
languages, at least two of which
must be Indian. The languages
will be organised under a struc-
tured framework comprising
R1, R2, and R3 levels, as rec-
ommended by the National
Curriculum Framework (NCF).

The third language (R3) will
be introduced for Class 6 stu-
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dents from the 2026-27 session,
ensuring that learners study
aminimum of two Indian lan-
guages. However, officials clari-
fied that the R3 component will
not yet be mandatory for Class
9students. Full implementation
of the three-language formula
will take effect when the cur-
rent Class 6 batch appears for
board examinations in 2031.

CBSE stated that the
provisions for exemptions
will remain in place for stu-
dents returning from foreign
schools where the third lan-
guage studied is not available
in India, though they will still
berequired to meet the overall
subject requirements.

A major structural reform
will also be introduced in math-
ematics and science at the
secondary level. From Class 9
onwards, students will follow
a two-tier system comprising
a mandatory standard level
and an optional advanced
level. All students will appear
for a common three-hour,
80-mark standard examination.
Those opting for deeper sub-
ject engagement can take an

additional one-hour advanced
paper of 25 marks, designed to
assess higher-order thinking
and conceptual understanding.

Importantly, performance
in the advanced paper will not
be added to the overall aggre-
gate score. Instead, students
securing 50 per cent or more
in the advanced component
will have this achievement
recorded separately on their
mark sheets. The first batch of
students to take Class 10 board
examinations under this new
system will do so in 2028.

The board is also expand-
ing itsfocus on emerging skills,
with computational thinking
and artificial intelligence being
gradually integrated into the
curriculum. These subjects
have already been introduced
as modules with internal
assessments for Classes 9 and
10 and will become compulsory
board examination subjects for
Class 10 by 2029. Foundational
exposure has also been initiat-
ed for students from Classes
3to 8. In addition, CBSE has
made art education, vocational
education, and physical edu-
cation mandatory for Classes
9 and 10. While art and physi-
cal education will continue to
be assessed through internal
school-based evaluations, voca-
tional education will become
a compulsory subject with an
annual or board examination
from the 2027-28 academic
session.

Officials said the changes
areaimed at promotingholistic
development, skill-based learn-
ing, and greater academic flex-
ibility, in line with the broader
objectives of the NEP.

‘Maha jungleraj’: Modi attacks
can't be assured if TMG law and order record, frames
Bengal polls as fear vs BJP trust

KOLKATA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday turned the Malda
gherao of judicial officers into
the centrepiece of the BJP’s cam-
paign on alleged lawlessness in
West Bengal.

Addressing his first rally in
Cooch Behar in North Bengal, he
accused the TMC government of
running a “maha jungleraj” and
framed the 2026 Assembly elec-
tions as a direct contest between
the “bhay” created by the ruling
party and the BJP’s “bharosa”.

In his address, Modi used the
Malda incident to sharpen the
BJP’s twin campaign planks of
“poor law and order” and alleged
demographic change, besides the
issues of safety of women and
infiltration from Bangladesh to
attack the TMC.

“Just a few days ago, the
entire nation witnessed judicial
officers being held hostage in
Malda. What kind of government
is this, where judges and consti-
tutional procedures are not safe?
We cannot expect such a govern-
ment to keep the people of Bengal
safe,” he said.

Modi was referring to
Wednesday night’s incident in
Malda’s Kaliachak-II block office,
where seven judicial officers,
including three women, were
gheraoed for several hours by a
mob during hearings on names
marked “under adjudication” in
the draft electoral rolls prepared
during the Special Intensive
Revision exercise.

“What happened in Malda is
an example of TMC’s maha jun-
gleraj,” he said, alleging that the
ruling party was “bent on carry-
ing out the funeral procession of
law and order” in the state.

Modi also sought to frame the
contest in binary terms.

“On one side, there is the
‘bhay’ (fear) of the TMC, and on
the other side, you have the BJP’s
‘bharosa’ (trust).

|

TMC’s cut money and corruption,
and on the other side is the BJP
which accelerates development,”
he said.

The PM also contrasted the
fear of infiltration and settling
foreigners in Bengal with the
BJP’s confidence in stopping
infiltration and driving infiltra-
tors out.

“On one side is the fear of
losing freedom on one’s own land
because of changing demography.

On the other side is BJP’s
confidence of living with pride
on one’s own soil, and head held
high,” he said.

The speech reflected the BJP’s
attempt to stitch together mul-
tiple political flashpoints into a
single narrative before polling.

Malda was used to underline
the opposition party’s charge
of collapsing governance,
Sandeshkhali to evoke anger
over crimes against women, and
the debate over electoral rolls
and the Citizenship Amendment
Act to consolidate Hindu refugee
and Matua votes in the border

districts.

Referring to the row over the
revision of electoral rolls, Modi
said, “The TMC is opposing SIR
and the CAA to protect infiltra-
tors. The TMC does not want
Hindu refugees to get citizenship,
and that is why it is opposing
CAA”

“Under TMC rule, there has
been a dangerous demographic
change in Bengal’s border areas.

These infiltrators get direct
protection from the TMC’s syn-
dicate, putting the lives of the
state’s people under threat.

In this game of appeasement
politics, the identity of this great
Bengal is being changed,” Modi
alleged.

He said those trying to change
Bengal’s identity would be ousted
this time.

“No matter how much TMC
goons try to terrorise you on poll-
ing day, you must trust the law.
Thave full faith in the Election
Commission. There will be elec-
tions that are free, fair and with-
out fear,” he said.

After May 4, the day of

announcing poll results, the law
will take its course, Modi said,
and warned that every act of
alleged corruption and violence
under the TMC would be inves-
tigated.

“I assure you that after the
elections, every one of their sins
will be accounted for. Chun chun
ke hisab hoga. No matter how
powerful the criminal may be,
justice will be done this time,” he
said.

Invoking Sandeshkhali, one
of the BJP’s most potent political
weapons in Bengal over the past
year, Modi said, “On one side are
the cries of sisters and daughters
subjected to brutal atrocities, like
those in Sandeshkhali. On the
other side is Modi’s guarantee of
security, dignity and empower-
ment for women.”

He said a BJP government
in Bengal would ensure “real
empowerment of women” and
cited the Centre’s “Lakhpati
Didi” scheme and the law pro-
viding 33 per cent reservation
for women in the Lok Sabha and
state assemblies.

rans Revolutionary Guards would

fercely resist US ground invasion

TEHRAN

TheIranian Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) has long exerted a strong, often
underestimated power in the Middle East.
With around 190,000 members, plus an
estimated 450,000 reserves in the Basij
paramilitary, the largest component of
Iran’s Armed Forces also controls much
of the country’s politics, intelligence and
economy.

AfteranIsraeli airstrike assassinated
the Islamic Republic’s Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khameneion February 28,
US President Donald Trump called on the
IRGCtolay down its arms in exchange for
immunity. IRGC forces refused the offer,
and with many more of its leaders killed
over the last month, it shows no sign of
giving up.

As US ground forces deploy to the
Middle East, it is imperative to under-
stand that—despite amonth of widespread
US-Israeli bombing, damaged infrastruc-
ture, internal fractures and decimated
leadership-the IRGC will likely resistany
invasion of Tranian territory with tenacity.
Its history demonstrates why.

The IRGC originally emerged in the
1979revolution from the ad hoc street mili-
tiasmade up of studentsloyal to Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini’s vision of an Islamic
Republic. It was opposed to the factions
that sought to create a secular republic
after the overthrow of the monarchy, and
sought to be a national guard to protect
the nascent Islamic revolutionary gov-
ernment.

Also known as the Pasdaran-e
Enghelab, “Guardians of the Revolution”,
it soon evolved intoa praetorian guard for
the country’s supreme leader.

Intheforce’searliest days it prevented
a counter-revolution by the Artesh, the
standing military under the Shah. The
IRGC alsofought street battles with rival
revolutionary forces, including secular
leftists and rival Islamist militias.

With Iraq’s invasion of Iran in 1980, the
TRGCemerged asafrontline conventional
combat force in tandem with the national
military. Theyrepelled Saddam Hussein’s
attack by 1982, though the war continued
for another 6 years. Many current IRGC
commanders were young soldiers or
officers at the time, and experienced

firsthand how Iraq deployed chemical
weapons against them while the West
remained silent.

The IRGC also became a counter-in-
surgency force when Saddam Hussein
supported Iran Kurdish rebels in 1980. It
has suppressed various internal ethnic
rebellions, ranging from a Kurdish revolt
in the northwest that began in the 1980s
to a Baloch insurgency in the southeast
in the 2000s.

Trump’s recent attempts to foment
Kurdish revolts will therefore likely meet
with profound wrath from IRGC com-
manders, who have been fighting these
ethnic rebel groups for decades.

Through its regional proxies, the
IRGC already has extensive experience
of protracted wars of attrition against the
US and Israel.

In 1982, the IRGC created a foreign
expeditionary force, known as the
Quds Force. Named after the Arabic for
Jerusalem, the Quds supported the crea-
tion of Hezbollah in L.ebanon in response
to Israel’s invasion in that year to expel
the Palestine Liberation Organization.

From thatpointonward, theIRGC was
able to confront Israel via its proxy forces.
Over 18 years, Hezbollah used tactics such
as suicide car bombs to wear down occu-
pying Israeli forces, who withdrew from
southern Lebanon in 2000. The operation
was widely seen as a military failure for
Israel.

These tactics were repeated after the
2003 US invasion of Iraq, when Quds-
backed proxy Shi’a militias, such as
Kataib Hezbollah, targeted the US military
deployed there with improvised explosive

devices. The US withdrew from Iraq in
2011, desperate to extricate itself from a
“forever war”.

The Quds’ proxies in Lebanon and
Traq provided lessons that the IRGC will
surely seek to replicate in the event of a
US invasion.

Many of these tactics were designed
towear down an occupying force, and will
not be enough to thwart an immediate,
high-intensity ground invasion. But ifthe
USfailstoachieve its (currently unclear)
goals, it could find itselfin yet another pro-
longed occupation and low-intensity war.
If it does, the IRGC’s well-honed attrition
tactics will be deployed extensively.

After decades of bilateral tensions, the
9/11 attacks in 2001 forced the US and Iran
intoa briefalliance against the Taliban in
Afghanistan. Iran’sregime even reached
out to the US in late 2001, offering help to
fallen pilots who landed on Iranian soil
while combating their mutual enemy.

But in January 2002, George W Bush
placed Iran alongside Iraq and North
Korea in thenow-infamous “Axis of Evil”,
making them a target in the US’ War on
Terror. ForIran, thismarked aabrupt shift
in public perceptions of the US.

Thereformist president Mohammad
Khatami’sefforts at rapprochement ended.
Three years later, the regime supported
the rise of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, a
hardliner who, along with the Supreme
Leader, invested in both the expansion of
the nuclear program and the IRGC. The
TRGChassinceevolved toassumemultiple
security functions in the Islamic Republic.

The only subsequent period of detente
between the IRGC and the US was when

the Quds Forcefought against the Islamic
State in 2014 in Iraq, in tandem with US
air support. This cooperation occurred
during the Obama administration, and a
year later, the US entered a nuclear deal
with Iran, from which Trump withdrew
just two years later in 2017.

When IRGC bases were hit by ISIS
terrorist strikes in early February 2019, it
therefore viewed the attacks as the result
of covert US actions. It blamed the USand
Israel, in addition to arise in Balochi and
Kurdish subversion.

In the IRGC’s narrative, the Trump
administration’s current war is part ofa
systemic American effort since the 1980s
to attack the IRGC through proxies or
economic warfare in order to weaken
the Islamic Republic. For them, this is a
conflictthat hasendured since the Iranian
Revolution in 1979.

The IRGC has been, without a doubt,
weakened by the pastmonth of US-Israeli
aerial attacks. Butits history demonstrates
its pattern of officers who have a sense of
adistinct corporate identity, and who will
defend their institutional power even if
their leadership is killed.

This explains why, after Khamenei’s
death, the IRGC rallied behind his son
Mojtaba to keep its power intact. While
some Iranians celebrated and others
mourned Khamenei’s death, the IRGC
presented a united front in backing his
regime. If Tran’s political system fell apart,
the IRGC’s in-group status would be lost.

The IRGChasalsoevolved to operate
as a business network. With holdings in
the service sector, ranging from media
to construction, it controls at least 20%
percent of the economy. Given how some
IRGCleaders have benefited from corrupt
practices in managing these networks,
they would fear being held accountable
and tried by anew political order, and will
not countenance the idea of surrender.

What this network of privilege rep-
resents is, ultimately, a deep state. The
IRGCisnot justan army, but a separate,
autonomous and vast military institu-
tion, one that has managed to retain its
power after Khamenei’s assassination.
If the events of history —and of the con-
flict thus far — are anything to go by, it
will fight to the bitter end rather than
capitulate.

Taiwan opposition leader
to make “peace’ visit to

Taiwan’s main opposition lead-
erwillmakeararetriptoChina
on Tuesday, weeks before US
President Donald Trump, with
Beijing expected to use the visit
to increase its influence over
the democratic island.

Cheng Li-wun, who will
become the first sitting chair-
person of the Kuomintang
(KMT) to travel to China in a
decade, said she wants to meet
Chinese President Xi Jinping
to build cross-strait “peace”.

Taiwanese officials and
experts, however, say Xi sees
an opportunity to reinforce
Cheng’s standing in the KMT
and stymie further US weapons
sales to Taiwan.

The KMT has long advo-
cated for closer relations with
China, which claims Taiwan
is part of its territory and has
threated to use force to seize it.

But Cheng, whose unex-
pectedrise to the top of the KMT
drew congratulations from Xi
in October, has been accused
by critics, including inside the
party, of being too pro-China.

Cheng’s visit comes as
the United States -- Taiwan’s
most important security back-
er -- intensifies pressure on
Taiwanese opposition lawmak-
ers to approve a proposal for
defence purchases, including
billions of dollars worth of US
weapons, to deter a potential
Chinese attack.

The KMT leader, who has
railed against the govern-
ment’s NT$1.25 trillion ($39
billion) plan, faces deepening
divisions inside her party over
how to counter China’s military
threats.

Cheng backed a KMT pro-
posal to allocate NT$380 billion
for US weapons with the option
for more acquisitions, but more
moderate senior figures in the
party are pushing for a much
higher budget.

Beijing sees “a need to
rescue Cheng Li-wun” from a
“power crisis”, Albert Tzeng,
aformer KMT adviser, told .

Xi’s endorsement of Cheng
will make her critics wary of
attacking her, Tzeng said.

And Xi, who has tied tak-
ing Taiwan to his vision of
the “great rejuvenation of the
Chinese nation”, can show
Beijing is “not losing Taiwan
altogether to the United States”,
he said.

Taiwan’s top China policy
body warned Beijing had “sum-
moned” Cheng for the purpose
of cutting off “Taiwan’s mili-
tary purchases from the US and
cooperation with other coun-
tries”.

“Beijing’s intention, in
short, is to internalise the cross-
strait issue, treating it as a
domestic matter for China, with
foreign intervention prohibit-
ed,” Mainland Affairs Council
spokesman Liang Wen-chieh
said Thursday.

Cheng hit back, saying:
“This trip is entirely for cross-
strait peace and stability, so it
has nothing to do with arms
procurement or other issues.”

Kuomintang (KMT) lead-
er Cheng Li-wun delivers her
speech during the KMT’s 12th
National Congress in Taipei on
November 1, 2025.

While KMT party mem-
bers regularly fly to China for
exchanges with officials, its last
leader to visit was Hung Hsiu-
chu in 2016.

China severed high-lev-
el contact with Taiwan that
year after Tsai Ing-wen of
the Democratic Progressive
Party won the presidency and
rejected Beijing’s claims on the
island.

Cross-strait relations have
worsened since then as China
ramped up military pressure
with near daily deployments of
fighter jets and warships near

China, first in 10 years

Taiwan and regular large-scale
military drills.

Xi’s invitation to Cheng
shows Beijing has identified
her “as part of the force who
support unification,” said
Tzeng Wei-feng, from National
Chengchi University’s Institute
of International Relations.

Taiwanese people have
mixed views about Cheng’s
trip.

“If you're talking with other
democratic countries, I think
agreements might still have
some effect,” 47-year-old Mac
Peng told .

“But if you’re negotiating
with the Chinese Communist
Party, that’s just suicidal.”

Glen Ger, 60, was more
optimistic, saying the KMT
would “let everyone know that
public opinion isn’t completely
one-sided, so they can under-
stand that people want peace”.

The trip enables the KMT
to tell voters that they “are the
ones who can actually lead
Taiwan towards the direction
of peace and stability”, said Lev
Nachman, a political science
professor at National Taiwan
University.

A friendly meeting with
Cheng could help Xi “under-
mine the argument for
US-Taiwan defence coopera-
tion” ahead of the summit with
Trump in May, said Wen-Ti
Sung, a fellow at the Atlantic
Council’s Global China Hub.

While the United States has
long been ambiguous about its
willingness to defend Taiwan,
Washington remains Taipei’s
biggest arms supplier, which
angers Beijing.
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Nagaland University develops
sustainable chitosan-based hydrogel
membrane electrolyte for safer and
durable solid-state supercapacitors

Researchers create a quasi-solid hydrogel membrane electrolyte using natural polymers that improves
safety, durability, performance, and sustainability of next-generation energy storage devices

(1 oeet
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LUMAMI, NAGALAND

Nagaland University Researchers
have developed a sustainable and
robust hydrogel membrane electro-
1%@ using the natural biopolymer
chitosan, that offers a safer and en-
vironmentally friendl

to conventional liqui

used in supercapacitors.

The team further demonstrated
the practical applicability of the
technology by developing a proto-
type supercapacitor capable of pow-
ering ared LED indicator.

Supercapacitors are advanced en-
er%v storage devices that can charge
an dlscharﬁe rap1dl¥ and operate
for thousands of cycles. They are
widely used in applications such as
renewable energy systems, electric
vehicles, and portable electronic de-
vices. However, conventional liquid
electrolytes used in these slystems
often suffer from leakage, volatility,
and safety concerns.

To address these  challenges,
the Nagaland University research
team_ has devel(éged an Innovative
quasi-solid.  hydrogel electrolyte
based on chitosan, a biodegradable
natural polymer. In this system,
potassium oxalate acts as an ionic
crosslinker, where oxalate anions
interact with protonated amino
%oups of chitosan to create a stable

ree-dimensional network capable
of efficient ion transport.

The result is a hydrogel mem-
brane that combines the high ionic
conductivity of liquid electrolytes
with the mechanical stability of sol-
id materials, making it suitable for

alternative
electrolytes

use in du-

rable  sol-

id-state

electrical
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published in the International Jour-
nal of Biological Macromolecules
(https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijbio-
mac.2026.150864), a reputed peer-re-
viewed international Q1 journal
published by Elsevier with an Im-
pact Factor of 8.5 and a Cite Score
of 10.3. The &)agelj was co-authored
by Nagalan niversity Research
Scholars Mr. Dipankar Hazarika,
with Mr. Nl_l[ﬁuzo Shijoh, and Ms.
Marjo A. Kichu as co-researchers
under the supervision of Dr. Nurul
Alam Choudhury.

Highlighting the need for Re-
searchers to study critical technol-
ogies, Prof. Jagadish K. Patnaik,
'1ce Chancellor, Nagaland Univer-
sity, said, “Nagaland University
has achieved a significant break-
through in sustainable energy re-
search with the development of a
chitosan-based hydrogel electro-
lyte for solid-state supercapacitors.

his innovative, quasi-solid hydro-
gel membrane—derived from nat-
ural polymers—offers enhanced
safety, improved durability, and
superior performance compared
to conventional electrolytes. The
advancement marks an important
step toward eco-friendly and reli-
able next-generation energy stor-
age technologies, reinforcing the
Jniversity’s commitment to cut-
ting-edge research and sustainable
development.” _ ) )

The supercapacitor built using
this electrolyte showed excellent du-
rability, maintaining stable perfor-
ma{lce till 46,000 charge-discharge
cycles.

This indicates that the technolo
can support long-lasting and reli-
able energy storage devices.

Elaborating on this research, Dr.
Nurul Alam Choudhury, Assistant
Professor, Department of Chemis-
try Nagaiand niversity, said, “The
hydrogel electrolyte demonstrated
excellent performance when test-
ed in supercapacitor devices. It en-
abled efficient ion movement and

stable energy storage, enabling the
device deliver reliable energy out-
put. The system also showed good
energy storage capacity, highlight-
ing ifs potential for next-generation
supercapacitors.” ]

ead researcher Mr. Dipankar
Hazarika, Research Scholar, Naga-
land University, said, “At present,
our technology has reached Tech-
nology Readiness Level (TRL-3)
meaning that experimental proof-
of-concept has been successfully
demonstrated under laboratory con-
ditions. Our research has also led to
the formation of a start-up initiative
based on hydrogel electrolyte mate-
rials emerglgf rom Nagaland Uni-
versity, highlighting its commer-
cialization potential. ) )
Co-researcher Mr. Nuphizo Shi-

‘][?h’ Research Scholar, Nagaland

niversity, added, “This innovation
could contribute significantly to the
development of safer, hl%h- erfor-
mance, and environmentally sus-
tainable energy storage systems that
support renewable energy integra-

tion, electric mobility, and next-gen-
eration electronic devices.” )

Another co-researcher Ms. Marjo
A Kichu, Research Scholar, Na-
ﬁaland Ijnlversuff, added, “The
hydrogel electrolyte developed
in_this study demonstrated ex-
cellent durability when test-
ed in a supercapacitor device,
maintaining stable performance
for more than 46,000 charge-dis-
charge cycles. This highlights
its potential for developing
long-lasting and reliable energy
stora%e systems for future sus-
tainable technologies.”

The next phase of the_re-
search will focus on scahn%
up the fabrication of hydroge
membrane electrolytes, inte-
grating them into commercial
supercapacitor modules, and
testing their performance un-
der real-world operating con-
ditions. Future work will also
explore flexible and wearable
energy storage devices based
on this technology.
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