
GUWAHATI

 Around 8,500 officials will be 
engaged for counting of votes on 
May 4 for 126 Assam assembly 
constituencies that went to polls 
on April 9, the state’s Chief Elec-
toral Officer Anurag Goel said on 
Wednesday.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, he said the Election 
Commission is fully geared up 
to conduct the counting process 
smoothly and in a transparent 
manner.

“We will have 40 counting cen-
tres spread across the 35 districts 
of Assam. Most of the districts 
have a single centre comprising 
all the constituencies in their ju-
risdictions,” Goel said.

Kokrajhar, Tinsukia and Jor-
hat will be having two counting 
centres each, while Nagaon will 
have three such facilities, he 
said.

“The EC has deployed 126 
counting observers, who are se-
nior IAS officers and will come 
from outside the state to main-
tain the neutrality of the process. 
We will also have 2,348 micro-ob-
servers, who are central govern-
ment employees,” Goel said. For 
the main counting work, a total 
of 5,981 people, mostly from the 
state government, will be en-
gaged as counting officials, he 
said. A record 85.96 per cent of 
Assam’s 2.51 crore electorate 
exercised their franchise across 
126 seats on April 9. This marked 
the highest voter turnout in the 
state’s history, surpassing the 
previous high of 84.67 per cent re-

corded in 2016.
Regarding the security ar-

rangements, Goel said 25 com-
panies of Central Armed Police 
Forces (CAPF) have been de-
ployed across the state in the 
innermost cordon to guard the 
strong rooms, and they will also 
be stationed in the counting 
centres. “In addition, we have 
13 companies of state armed po-
lice stationed outside the strong 
rooms as the second cordon. We 
can say it with full confidence 
that the strong rooms have not 
been compromised,” he said, 
refuting allegations of security 
lapses in the EVM storage facil-
ities by some opposition leaders. 
On the counting day, 800 more 
unarmed police personnel will 
be available for the movement 
of EVMs from strong room loca-
tions to the counting centres.

“We will be having two ad-
ditional companies of CAPF on 
static duty, while 93 companies of 
state armed police have already 
been deployed in the districts. 
We will also have the support of 
85 Assault Groups (AGs) on the 
day of counting to deal with any 
untoward incident,” Goel said.

He also said that different 
agencies have seized various 
items, including liquor and cash, 
worth Rs 114.43 crore across the 
state from March 15 to April 27.

Voting for the Assam Legisla-
tive Assembly took place in a sin-
gle phase on April 9 across 31,490 
polling stations.

There are a total of 722 candi-
dates, including 59 women, in the 
fray.

Storm Batters Tripura, Over 4,000 Homes 
Damaged; One Dead, Hundreds Take Shelter

Manipur Dy CM Nemcha 
Kipgen Engages Smaller 

Tribal Groups, Emphasises 
Inclusive Growth Agenda

Yumnam 
Khemchand Singh 
Bids Farewell to 

Haj Pilgrims, Urges 
Prayers for Peace in 

Manipur

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court of India on 
Thursday reserved its verdict on 
an anticipatory bail plea filed by 
Congress leader Pawan Khera in 
connection with a case registered by 
Assam Police following a complaint 
by Riniki Bhuyan Sharma, spouse 
of Assam Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma.

A bench comprising Justices J.K. 
Maheshwari and Atul Chandurkar 
heard arguments from both sides af-
ter the Gauhati High Court rejected 
Khera’s anticipatory bail applica-
tion.

The case arises from allegations 
made by Khera claiming that Riniki 
Bhuyan Sharma possessed multiple 
foreign passports and had financial 
interests abroad.

Appearing for Khera, senior 
advocate Abhishek Manu Singhvi 
argued that custodial interrogation 
was unwarranted and questioned 
the need for arrest. “Why is it nec-
essary to humiliate with a custodial 
interrogation?” Singhvi submitted, 
maintaining that the case primarily 
involved allegations of defamation 

and reputational harm.
Singhvi termed the matter “un-

precedented” and said concerns 
over arrest had intensified due to 
alleged public remarks by Himanta 
Biswa Sarma. He claimed some of 
the comments were “unprintable” 
and suggested that Khera could 

spend the rest of his life in an Assam 
jail, describing such statements as 
inappropriate for a constitutional 
office holder.

The senior counsel further ar-
gued that Khera was not a flight risk, 
had expressed willingness to coop-
erate with the investigation, and 

that most offences invoked in the 
FIR were bailable. He also alleged 
that a large contingent of Assam 
Police personnel reached Khera’s 
residence in Delhi “as if he is a ter-
rorist.”During the hearing, Singhvi 
objected to the Gauhati High Court’s 
reference to Section 339 of the Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita, stating that the 
provision was not part of the origi-
nal complaint or FIR. He also criti-
cised the High Court’s observation 
referring to the complainant as an 
“innocent lady,” arguing that such 
remarks amounted to pre-judging 
issues meant for trial.

Opposing the plea, Solicitor Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta, appearing for 
the State of Assam, contended that 
the documents cited by Khera were 
“fake and forged” and that no such 
passports had been issued by any 
competent authority.

Mehta argued that custodial in-
terrogation was essential to identify 
those involved in preparing the al-
leged documents and to determine 
whether any foreign elements were 
linked to the case. He maintained 
that the matter extended beyond def-
amation and alleged that Khera had 

been “absconding” since the FIR 
was registered.

The State further submitted that 
custodial interrogation was qualita-
tively different from routine ques-
tioning and necessary to uncover 
the broader scope of the alleged of-
fences.

The FIR, registered at the Guwa-
hati Crime Branch Police Station, 
invokes multiple provisions of the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, including 
offences related to false statements 
linked to elections, cheating, forg-
ery, use of forged documents, inten-
tional insult, and defamation.

Earlier, Khera had approached 
the Telangana High Court, which 
granted him transit anticipatory 
bail for one week on April 10. The 
Supreme Court of India subsequent-
ly stayed the interim protection on 
April 15 and directed him to seek 
relief before the appropriate court 
in Assam.

The Gauhati High Court later 
rejected his anticipatory bail plea, 
observing that custodial interro-
gation was necessary and that the 
allegations went beyond a case of 
defamation.

NEW DELHI

Senior Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi asserted that peace in Ma-
nipur could be restored “within 
five minutes” if there is political 
will on the part of the Government 
of India, stressing dialogue be-
tween communities as the key to 
resolving the ongoing crisis.

Interacting with students from 
Gargi College and Delhi Univer-
sity, Gandhi said the conflict in 
the state can be addressed swiftly 
if the Centre actively intervenes. 
“If the government decides, peace 
can be restored in five minutes,” 
he remarked, adding that under a 
United Progressive Alliance (UPA) 
government, the situation could be 
resolved within hours.

He emphasised that lasting 
peace would depend on building 
trust and dialogue between the 
two communities involved in the 
conflict. Gandhi noted that insti-
tutions like the Indian Army are 

meant to prevent such violence 
and ensure stability.

Criticising the current dispen-
sation, he alleged a lack of intent 
to end the violence, pointing out 
that the Prime Minister has not 
visited the conflict-hit state in re-
cent months. He reiterated that 
Manipur deserves peace and called 
for greater attention to the needs of 
families affected by the violence.

Advocating a bottom-up ap-
proach, Gandhi said educated 
youth and civil society groups 
could play a crucial role in bridg-
ing divides. He suggested that in-
dividuals from both communities 
should come together to organise 
workshops and peace initiatives 
aimed at rebuilding trust at the 
grassroots level.

Describing the situation as 
“very difficult,” he urged young 
people to stand against injustice 
and show empathy towards those 
affected. He stressed that sustain-
able peace must emerge from 
within communities, supported by 
broader institutional efforts.

Gandhi has made multiple vis-
its to Manipur in the past, includ-
ing trips to relief camps in Chura-
chandpur, Moirang and Jiribam in 
2024, where he interacted with vic-
tims of ethnic violence and heard 
their grievances.

Violence in the state, which 
began on May 3, 2023, has claimed 
over 260 lives and displaced around 
60,000 people, making it one of the 
most prolonged and severe inter-
nal conflicts in the region in recent 
years.

Today, India is 
not just a story of 
growth, but one 
of transformational 
growth. 
 ~ Piyush Goyal,  
Union Minister 
of Commerce & 
Industry

‘Peace in Manipur 
Possible in Five 
Minutes if Govt 

Decides’: Rahul Gandhi

Nearly 8,500 people to 
be engaged in Assam for 

counting on May 4

Supreme Court  Reserves Verdict on Pawan Khera’s 
Anticipatory Bail Plea in Case Linked to Assam CM’s Wife
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WHO SAID WHAT 

GUWAHATI
In a significant development for India’s global busi-
ness engagement, Dr Bhaskar Jyoti Sonowal from 
Assam has been elected President of the BRICS En-
trepreneurs Alliance Global Forum for the 2026-27 
term.

Dr Sonowal, currently serving as CEO and Exec-
utive Director of BRICS Entrepreneurs Alliance In-
dia, will now spearhead the alliance’s global strategy 
at a crucial juncture, with India set to host the BEA 
Global Summit in November 2026.

His elevation is being seen as a boost to In-
dia’s expanding role within the BRICS+ economic 
framework, with expectations that it will enhance 
cross-border trade, strengthen international part-
nerships, and open up new avenues for Indian entre-
preneurs, particularly in the MSME sector.

Reacting to his appointment, Dr Sonowal said he 
was honoured to assume the responsibility at a time 
when Indian enterprises are increasingly positioned 
to play a transformative role in the global economy. 
He emphasised that his priority would be to deepen 
collaboration and create meaningful opportunities 
across BRICS+ nations.

Officials and stakeholders across the alliance wel-
comed the development. BEA Global Secretary Gen-
eral Boris Tarasov noted that India is emerging as 
a key force in shaping a more inclusive global trade 
ecosystem and expressed confidence that Dr Sonow-
al’s leadership would further that vision.

Founder Vice President of BEA India Thomas Lo-
tha said the appointment would provide a credible 
platform for Indian entrepreneurs to expand their 
footprint in global markets and contribute to sus-
tained economic growth.

Get all the latest and updated news 
of today in the evening. For 
subcribing to this e-paper contact 
at -8721838313

Assam’s Dr Bhaskar Jyoti 
Sonowal Elected President 
of BRICS Entrepreneurs 
Alliance Global Forum

PERSPECTIVE 

AGARTALA
 
A powerful storm accompanied by heavy 
rain has left a trail of destruction across 
Tripura, damaging thousands of homes, 
claiming one life, and forcing hundreds to 
seek refuge in relief camps over a two-day 
period from April 28 to 29.

According to data released by the State 
Emergency Operation Centre in Agar-
tala, a total of 4,191 houses were affected 
statewide. Of these, 195 were completely 
destroyed, 547 sustained severe damage, 
and 3,449 were partially damaged, under-

scoring the scale of the devastation.
The impact was felt across multiple 

districts. In North District, the subdivi-
sions of Dharmanagar, Panisagar, and 
Kanchanpur reported damage to 202 hous-

es. Unakoti District’s Kailashahar subdi-
vision recorded 518 damaged homes.

In Dhalai District, four subdivi-
sions-Ambassa, Kamalpur, Gandatwisa, 
and Longtharai Valley-were hit, with 318 

houses damaged. A fatality was reported 
here after a person was struck by light-
ning during the storm.

Sepahijala District emerged as one 
of the worst-affected regions, with 1,487 
houses damaged across Bishalgarh, 
Sonamura, and Jampuijala subdivisions. 
Authorities have set up three relief camps 
in the district, currently sheltering 784 
people displaced by the storm.

In West District, including Sadar, Ji-
rania, and Mohanpur subdivisions, 294 
houses were damaged. Khowai District 
reported damage to 73 houses. In Gomati 
District, the subdivisions of Karbook and 
Udaipur recorded 222 damaged houses, 
while two persons were injured after a 
large tree collapsed on them amid strong 
winds.

South District also reported significant 
losses, with 589 houses damaged.

Beyond residential damage, the storm 
also impacted infrastructure, with 659 
school buildings reported damaged across 
the state.

The state government has initiated 
relief measures, disbursing financial as-
sistance amounting to Rs 66.445 lakh to 
1,243 affected households so far, officials 
said, adding that assessment and support 
efforts are ongoing.

Silence isn’t always agreement. Sometimes it’s just 
realising that someone isn’t worth the argument.

According to data released 
by the State Emergency 
Operation Centre in 
Agartala, a total of 4,191 
houses were affected 
statewide. Of these, 195 
were completely destroyed, 
547 sustained severe 
damage, and 3,449 
were partially damaged, 
underscoring the scale of the 
devastation.

IMPHAL
Yumnam Khemchand Singh on 
Wednesday extended his warm wishes 
to Haj pilgrims from the state, praying 

for their safe journey and 
calling on them 

to seek peace 
and harmony 
for Manipur 
during their 
pilgrimage.

The Chief 
Minister was 

present at Imphal 
International Airport 

to see off the pilgrims, including mem-
bers of the Meitei Pangal community, 
who departed for Kolkata en route to 
Madinah in Saudi Arabia.

“I pray to the Almighty to ensure they 
reach their destination safely and com-
plete their journey without any health 
issues,” Singh said.

Referring to the prevailing situation 
in the state, he urged the pilgrims to 
offer special prayers for peace. “At this 
difficult juncture, when Manipur has 
witnessed unfortunate incidents, I appeal 
to the pilgrims to pray for harmony and 
for the success of our collective efforts 
to restore peace,” he added.

According to the Manipur State Haj 
Committee, a total of 379 pilgrims from 
Manipur have been selected for Haj this 
year. Of these, 172 pilgrims departed for 
Kolkata on April 29, while the remaining 
207 were scheduled to leave on April 30.

The send-off programme, organised 
by the Directorate of Minority Affairs, 
was attended by Tourism Minister 
Khuraijam Loken Singh, MLAs 
Kongkham Robindro Singh and Sheikh 
Noorul Hassan, former MLA Y. Antas 
Khan, and Airport Director Chipemmi 
Keishing, among others.

IMPHAL
In a notable outreach effort, Nem-
cha Kipgen, Deputy Chief Minister 
of Manipur, held a meeting with 
representatives of smaller and often 
underrepresented tribal communi-
ties, reaffirming the government’s 
focus on inclusive development.

The interaction took place at 
her office chamber in Kangpokpi 
district headquarters and brought 
together leaders from several mar-
ginalised tribal groups. Participants 
described the meeting as a rare and 
meaningful platform for direct dia-
logue with the government.

During the session, community 
representatives highlighted a range 
of long-standing concerns, including 
poor road connectivity, inadequate 
educational infrastructure, and the 
urgent need for safeguarding and 
developing community assets. Del-
egations also submitted proposals 
aimed at boosting socio-economic 
development in their respective re-
gions.Officials present at the meet-
ing said the Deputy Chief Minister 

listened to each delegation in detail 
and assured that their grievances 
and suggestions would be carefully 
examined.Addressing the gather-
ing, Kipgen reiterated her commit-
ment to inclusive governance, stat-
ing that the initiative was aimed at 
ensuring smaller and marginalised 
communities are not left behind in 
the state’s development process. She 
stressed that no section of society 
should feel unheard or excluded, 
and underscored the government’s 
resolve to promote equitable 
growth.Participants welcomed the 
outreach, calling it a constructive 
step toward bridging the gap be-
tween policymakers and grassroots 
communities. They noted that such 
engagements could pave the way 
for more participatory governance 
and better representation of smaller 
tribes in decision-making processes.

The meeting comes amid grow-
ing demands for wider inclusion 
of smaller communities in policy 
formulation and development plan-
ning across the state.
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While the na-
tion sleeps, 
a soldier 
s t a n d s 
awake, be-
yond hours, 
beyond hard-
ship, beyond 

comparison.’
 There are issues that concern pol-

icy, and there are issues that concern 
the soul of a nation. The denial of 
Non-Functional Upgradation (NFU) 
to the Armed Forces falls firmly in 
the second category. It is not merely 
a matter of pay scales or administra-
tive interpretation, it is a question of 
fairness, morale, and national securi-
ty.

 NFU was introduced to ensure 
that when an officer of a particular 
batch in civil services is promoted, 
officers of the same batch in other 
services receive corresponding fi-
nancial upgradation, even if they 
are not promoted functionally. This 
principle has been extended across 
Group A civil services. However, the 
Armed Forces,  the very institution 
that safeguards the nation  have been 
kept out. The question is simple and 
uncomfortable:

Why is parity acceptable for civil-
ians but not for soldiers?

 A Legacy of Imbalance That Has 
Deepened Over Time.

 The roots of this issue go back de-
cades. Senior military leadership has 
repeatedly highlighted how, over suc-
cessive Pay Commissions, the rela-
tive status and financial parity of the 
Armed Forces have steadily eroded.

 There was a time when the Armed 
Forces enjoyed marginally higher 
scales than civil services, recogniz-
ing the unique nature of military ser-
vice. But over time, that distinction 
was diluted. Comparisons began to 
be drawn that ignored the stark dif-
ferences in career progression, risk, 
and service conditions.

 An officer in civil administration, 
with significantly fewer years of ser-
vice, began to be equated with senior 
military leadership. This was not just 
an anomaly, it was the beginning of 
a pattern. NFU, instead of correcting 
this imbalance, has widened it. 

The Financial Argument:  A Nar-
row Lens on a National Issue.

 The primary justification offered 
for denying NFU to the Armed Forc-
es is the financial burden it would 
impose. But let us examine this argu-
ment honestly.

 Is national security a cost center 
or a national investment?

 Can we place a price tag on mo-
rale?

 And more importantly, can we af-
ford the cost of neglect?

 When large financial commit-
ments are routinely made for admin-
istrative expansion, subsidies, and 
governance structures, citing finan-
cial constraints only in the case of 
soldiers raises serious questions. A 
nation that hesitates to invest in its 
defenders risks paying a far higher 
price later.

 Equalization in Perks, But Not in 
Sacrifice

 There is another subtle but deeply 
concerning trend,  the equalization 
of perks without equalization of sac-
rifice.

 Over time, many benefits once 
unique to the Armed Forces have 
been extended across civilian ser-
vices in the name of uniformity and 
fairness. On paper, this may appear 
progressive. But in reality, it has led 
to a dilution of the distinct identity 
and recognition of military service. 
Let us ask a basic question:

 Are civil officials required to 
serve in extreme climates?

 Are they posted in conflict zones?
 Are they required to risk their 

lives as part of routine duty?

 The answer is obvious.
 Yet, when perks are distributed 

equally without accounting for these 
differences, it does not create equali-
ty, it creates imbalance disguised as 
fairness.

 24 Hour Duty vs 10 AM  to 6 PM 
Culture

 Perhaps the most fundamental 
difference between the Armed Forces 
and civilian services lies in duty con-
ditions.

 A civil official typically operates 
within a defined work structure —

10 AM  to 6 PM, governed by admin-
istrative and labour norms and in the 
evening he is enjoying the comfort s 
of his family life and free to move it 
go anywhere. Whereas it is not in the 
case of a soldier.

A soldier, on the other hand, is on 
duty 24 hours X 7 a day, 365 days a 
year.

 There is no concept of:
 Overtime.
Weekends
Fixed working hours.
 A soldier is a soldier at all times, 

whether on patrol, in barracks, or on 
standby.

 If labour laws and work-life bal-
ance are to be applied uniformly, 
then a logical question arises:

 Should the Armed Forces also 
shift to an 8-hour duty culture?

 If that were to happen, the nation 
would require three times the man-
power to maintain the same level of 
operational readiness. 

Is that practical? Certainly not.
 Which leads to the only fair con-

clusion:
 If the Armed Forces cannot be giv-

en reduced duty hours, they must be 
compensated appropriately for their 
continuous service. Anything less is 
inequitable. 

Red Fort Declarations and Ground 
Realities.

 Every Independence Day, the na-
tion hears powerful words from the 
Red Fort:

 “Our borders are secure… the na-
tion is in safe hands.”

 But let us be clear,
those hands are not symbolic. They 

are real. They belong to soldiers.
 A soldier in Siachen does not ex-

perience rhetoric, he experiences 
survival

 A soldier on the Line of Control 
does not hear applause, he hears gun-
fire

 A soldier in counter-insurgency 
operations does not see celebration, 
he sees uncertainty

 Security is not a statement.

It is a lived reality, sustained by 
sacrifice.

 The Human Factor,  The Man Be-
hind the Weapon.

 Military strength is often mea-
sured in terms of weapons, technol-
ogy, and numbers. But history has 
repeatedly shown that wars are ul-
timately decided by the man behind 
the weapon.

 Today, concerns about modern-
ization remain. But an even more 
pressing concern is the psychological 
and moral state of the soldier.

 When a soldier observes:
 Stagnation in financial progres-

sion
 Lower comparative status than 

other services
 Lack of recognition of hardships
 It begins to affect not just morale, 

but identity.
 A silent question emerges:

 “Is my sacrifice truly valued?”
A nation must never allow that 

question to go unanswered.
 Agniveer and Short Service Offi-

cers (SSCO), the Changing Mindset.
 The introduction of the Agniveer 

system and SSCO  has brought a new 
dimension to military service. It has 
also introduced uncertainty.

 A young recruit today sees:
 A limited tenure:- 
An unclear long-term future.
 Comparative disadvantages in 

benefits.
 Now add to that the denial of NFU 

and perceived inequities.

The result?
  A potential shift in mindset, from 

service to nation to service as em-
ployment.

This shift, if it deepens, will have 
long-term consequences for military 
ethos. 

Promises Made, Promises Remem-
bered.

 The Armed Forces community 
has a long memory.

 The assurances made during the 
Rewari rally of 2014 were not merely 
political statements,  they were seen 
as commitments to restore dignity 
and fairness. 

Many veterans and serving per-
sonnel openly supported a vision that 
promised to address their long-stand-
ing concerns.

 Today, there is a growing percep-
tion that those promises remain un-
fulfilled.

This perception must be addressed  
not politically, but morally.

 The Hard Truth: Wars Are Won at 
the Border, Not in Offices.

 It must be stated clearly:
 Wars are not won by bureaucrats 

in air-conditioned rooms and discuss-
ing to impress political leadership.

Wars are won by soldiers standing 
guard at the borders and on ground 
with his own wisdom and training. In 
45 years of experience I am yet to see 
a General, delegation, or a beauru-
crate gone abroad for training and af-
ter come giving a talk to the audience 
about his experience except having 
the benefits to himself.

Administration is essential. Policy 
is necessary.

But neither can replace the soldier 
at the decisive moment. To underval-
ue that soldier is to misunderstand 
the very nature of national security. 

The Way Forward: A Balanced and 
Just Approach.

 The issue of NFU requires a struc-
tured and sincere resolution.

 A constructive path forward could 
include:

 Formation of a representative 
committee with:

 Serving officers across ranks.
 Veterans
 Government officials.
 A time-bound review of NFU ap-

plicability
 A broader reassessment of pay, 

perks, and parity frameworks.
 The goal should not be confronta-

tion,
it should be correction. Conclu-

sion: A Call to Conscience.
 A soldier does not demand privi-

lege.
He demands fairness.
 A soldier does not ask for comfort.
He asks for recognition.
 The denial of NFU is not just a pol-

icy gap,
it is a signal. And that signal is be-

ing watched closely by every man in 
uniform.  

A strong army is not built only on 
weapons and budgets. It is built on 
trust, respect, and morale. 

And a nation that weakens these 
pillars, even unintentionally, risks 
weakening itself.

 It is time to act.
It is time to correct.
It is time to honour those who 

stand between the nation and uncer-

tainty. 
Because in the final analysis: A 

strong army alone ensures a strong 
nation.

 Author’s Closing Note.
 The intent of this article is not to 

create division, but to draw attention 
to a concern that directly impacts 
the morale and effectiveness of those 
who guard our nation. The Armed 
Forces have always stood above de-
bate, above self-interest, and above 
all else  for the nation.

 If there is an imbalance, it must 
be addressed.If there is a concern, it 
must be heard.

Because a soldier does not speak 
for himself,

he stands silently for all of us.
 Let us ensure that his silence is 

not mistaken for acceptance, and 
his sacrifice is not taken for grant-
ed. The author can be contacted at: 
machhral@hotmail.com   

Disclaimer:
The views expressed in this ar-

ticle are personal and based on the 
author’s understanding, experience, 
and interpretation of available infor-
mation, including publicly discussed 
policy matters. These views are in-
tended to encourage constructive di-
alogue and reflection.

They do not represent the official 
position of any organization, institu-
tion, or government body.

QUOTE OF THE DAY
Talent is a gift, but character is a choice. - 

John C. Maxwell

A
n update on the American-Israeli 
attack on Iran, launched on 28 Fe-
bruary, and carried out outside the 
rules of regional law, marks a new 
phase in the realities of the broader 
Middle East, with implications for 
global events. For the ongoing regi-
on, the war marks the beginning of 

the formation of a consciously vaguely outlined order, 
incorporated into the American National Security Stra-
tegy and Israeli aspirations. It also lays the foundations 
for the principle of the US imposing rules of the game in 
international relations, with implementation elements 
and without a political component, aimed at defending 
its losing position as a global hegemon.

For Israel, this war has long been mandatory until the 
process of excluding its hostile neighbours is completed, 
leaving a friendly or destabilised member state, and ap-
proved by a regional superpower willing to assume some 
responsibility for the region’s security from the US. In 
both cases, apart from specifically understood interests, 
the influence on the tool in Washington and Tel Aviv was 
exerted by decisions concerning the environment pro-
moting the permissible non-transposition into practical 
principles of the Old Testament records.

 For the Islamic Republic, the ongoing war is existen-
tial in nature and marks the culmination of a conflict 
with the US and Israel that has been ongoing since the 
establishment of the new regime in Iran in 1979. The ro-
ots, however, support each other, even deeper – to the 
1953 overthrow by the CIA and MI6 of the democratically 
established Mossadeq administration – the author of the 
nationalisation of Iranian government, the establish-
ment of the Shah’s oppressive rule, and the scope of his 
overthrow through mass social rebellion.

 The terminology of “big and small Satan” prevailed 
in Tehran, an ideological source and one resulting from 
its use, which comes from Iran’s adversaries and reacti-
on from that state, its source of power. It’s worth noting 
that Tehran’s isolationists have always opposed formal 
alliance arrangements, following the emergence of com-
plications with China and Russia. The deep-rooted di-
strust and suspicion between Iranian theocracy and Gulf 
Arab monarchies, according to reports from the US and 
West needs focus. Sunni Muslims, however, are a major 
and not always satisfied minority (in Bahrain, they con-
stitute the main one).

Over the course of a decade, Iran has created a cohe-
rent constitutional system of “democratic theocracy,” 
in which the newly minted Revolutionary Guard Corps 
plays the role of the central player. From the outset, 
Iran’s establishment has been characterised by persi-
stent rivalry between various liberal and conservative 
authorities and bodies. The latter’s predominance at key 
moments was largely determined by the lack of control 
Western states exerted over the liberals, their softening 
of their hard line toward the Ayatollahs’ rule, and the lin-
king of systemic liberalisation with improved relations 
with the West and maintaining their dominant position.

This was one of the reasons for the radicalisation of 
Tehran’s course and the inclusion of its advanced we-
apons programme, ballistic and cruise missile and drone 
attacks, as well as the forerunners of the Atakh “resistan-
ce axis” in Syria, Lebanon, and Yemen.

 The Iranian programme has caused great concern 
both globally and within its scope. It began under the 
Shah’s rule, was peaceful and subject to IAEA moni-
toring. The possibility of delivery is internationally ac-
ceptable, contrived, and requires the 2015 restriction of 
freedoms, but three years later it was scrapped by Presi-
dent Trump, and European signatories failed to defend it.

In June 2025, Iran’s programme, alongside missiles 
and influence, became the basis for justifying Israe-
li-American airstrikes on Iranian installations during 
the negotiations. These demands are at the top of the lists 
of demands made against Tehran. Even then, it was clear 
that the goal was to overthrow or paralyze the succession 
in creating a new Middle Eastern security architecture.

  Iran’s relations with its Arab neighbours are histo-
rically regulated, fraught with mutual distrust and civil 
distrust. The Arab Cold War analysis against Iran and 
the export of an update, which justifies its expansion into 
the main application, focused on all Gulf and neighbo-
ring countries. The aim of bilateral agreements was to 
provide host countries with a security umbrella against 
Iranian security. How leaky is it? In practice, it was used, 
and then as a protection against international stability.

 The outbreak of war with Iran has erased the value 
of the Saudi-Iranian normalisation process, which began 
in 2023 thanks to Chinese mediation. The agreement on 
the influence of Saudi Arabia and other Gulf monarchies 
concerns minimal consequences for them from the Gaza 
war and subsequent events, which contribute to Israel’s 
marginalisation of Iranian influence in the region. The 
attempt was made despite the eventual rise in anti-Ame-
rican sentiment and solidarity with the Palestinian with-
drawal. In the first two months of the ongoing war, the 
Iranians ensured they were well prepared, surprisingly 
capable of retaliation and precise strikes. They transfor-
med the Strait of Hormuz into an effective tool, approving 
it of Israel, US bases, and neighboring infrastructure. 
They caused a partial paralysis of passenger and tourist 
traffic. They also—and perhaps most importantly—chal-
lenged the decades-long positioning of the Arab Gulf sta-
tes as a safe and secure haven of security and develop-
ment amidst cyber chaos. The Gulf monarchies, though 
far from presenting their typical positions, under attack 
by the attack on Iran understand that its consequences 
cannot be directly revealed. This meant the death of regi-
onalisation. Administrative condemnation of attacks on 
their territories and spectrum rights is a conflict that has 
led to restrictions on missile and drone programmes,

 Iran has always been a viral organism, posing a thre-
at to Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Qatar, and other GCC states. 
Often, like Iraq, it is played by the US in regional politics. 
It is also questionable whether these countries are true 
targets of the war.
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Stopping or 
parking your 
vehicle on 
the National 
Highway can 
be dangerous 
and increase 
the chances of 
accidents. Always 
park your 
vehicle in the 
designated areas 
on the National 
Highways. 
Drive Safe. Be 
Safe.
#NHAI 
#RoadSafety

~ National 
Highway 
Authority of 
India (NHAI)
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STRONG NATION - WHY 

DENIAL OF NFU IS A 
STRATEGIC MISTAKE”
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REGIONAL

GUWAHATI

Multiple exit polls released after 
voting for the Assam Assembly 
elections have projected a decisive 
victory for the BJP-led National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA), indi-
cating that Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma is likely to return to 
power.

Most projections place the rul-
ing alliance well above the majority 
mark in the 126-member Assembly, 
while the Congress is expected to 
remain a distant challenger.

According to the Axis My India 
exit poll, the NDA is projected to 
win between 88 and 100 seats, com-
fortably crossing the halfway mark 
and paving the way for a possible 
third consecutive term for the BJP 

in the state.
The Congress is estimated to 

secure 24 to 36 seats, significantly 
trailing the ruling alliance.

In terms of vote share, the sur-
vey projects around 48 per cent for 
the NDA, compared to about 38 per 
cent for the Congress, with the re-
maining votes likely to go to other 
parties and independents.

Another survey by Matrize has 
also predicted a clear lead for the 
BJP-led alliance, estimating 85 to 
95 seats for the NDA, while the 
Congress may secure 25 to 32 seats. 
Other parties and independents are 
projected to win between 6 and 12 
seats.

The Peoples Pulse Research Or-
ganization exit poll similarly indi-

cates a strong mandate in favour of 
the NDA. It projects the BJP alone 
winning between 68 and 72 seats, 
enough to cross the majority mark 
independently.

In contrast, the Congress is ex-
pected to secure between 22 and 26 
seats, suggesting a limited electoral 
challenge to the ruling party.

Despite relatively close vote 
share projections in some sur-
veys-such as 38.6 per cent for the 
BJP and 36.5 per cent for the Con-
gress-the seat distribution points 
to a clear advantage for the NDA, 
reflecting the impact of vote spread 
across constituencies.

Official results of the Assam As-
sembly elections will be declared on 
May 4.

Nagaland begins 
statewide 

manuscript 
survey under 

Gyan Bharatam 
Mission

Dibrugarh health dept warns 
against consuming wild 

mushrooms during monsoon

77 houses damaged by windstorms, 
landslides in Mizoram; no casualties reported

Exit polls project NDA sweep in Assam; 
BJP-led alliance set for comfortable majority

Sikkim: 17 footballers call match with PM 
Modi an unforgettable experience  

DIMAPUR

Nagaland’s Art and Culture De-
partment has launched a state-
wide manuscript survey under 
the Gyan Bharatam Mission, a 
national initiative of the Union 
Ministry of Culture, officials 
said.

The mission aims to identi-
fy, document and create a na-
tional database of manuscripts 
and historically significant re-
cords, with a focus on preserv-
ing India’s documentary heri-
tage and traditional knowledge 
systems.

Officials said a large num-
ber of valuable manuscripts 
and records remain scattered 
across institutions, religious 
centres, community reposito-
ries and private collections, 
many of which are yet to be 
documented.

In Nagaland, such documen-
tary heritage is largely pre-
served outside formal archival 
systems and is often found in 
church archives, missionary 
records, village institutions, 
early translations, customary 
records and private family col-
lections.

The ongoing exercise seeks 
to systematically identify these 
materials and upload their de-
tails on a national digital plat-
form, they said.

The department has ap-
pealed to institutions, organ-
isations and individuals to 
share information about man-
uscripts or old records in their 
possession.

It clarified that the survey is 
limited to documentation and 
does not involve removal or 
transfer of materials from their 
custodians.

Officials said public partici-
pation would be crucial for the 
successful implementation of 
the mission and for ensuring 
that Nagaland’s documentary 
heritage is properly identified, 
recorded and preserved.

 GUWAHATI

The Chief Secretary of Assam Dr, 
Ravi Kota, IAS, chaired a meeting 
of the State Level Empowered Com-
mittee (SLEC) to review proposals 
for key development projects under 
the North Eastern Council Fund 
for Development of the North East-
ern Region (NEC-FDC) and Prime 
Minister’s Development Initiative 
for North East (PMDeVINE).

 Traditional Muga silk fabrics, 
Assam’s prized GI-tagged “Gold-
en Silk,” known for their natural 
sheen and cultural significance in 
the state’s textile heritage.

  During the meeting, the com-
mittee recommended a pilot project 
titled “Branding Muga, the Golden 
Silk, as the State’s USP of Assam” 
to the Ministry of Development of 
North Eastern Region (DoNER). 
The project, with a proposed outlay 
of ?59.83 crore, will be implemented 
over three years across Lakhim-
pur, Dhemaji, Dibrugarh, and Tin-
sukia districts, benefiting around 
14,371 Muga farming families, near-
ly 44% of the state’s total.

The initiative aims to promote 
Assam’s GI-tagged Muga silk un-
der the unified “Senehjori” brand 
by strengthening the entire value 
chain, from production to global 
market access. Planned interven-

tions include improving seed and 
host plant management, climate-re-
silient rearing practices, formation 
of Farmer Interest Groups (FIGs) 
and Farmer Producer Organisa-
tions (FPOs), and establishment of 
Muga Aggregation Centres.

 The project also proposes the 
establishment of a Muga Spun Mill 
in Dhemaji to enable value addi-
tion from silk waste, along with 
technology upgrades in reeling and 
weaving, product diversification, 
apparel manufacturing, digital 
commerce, and startup support. A 
digital management information 
system (MIS) will also be intro-
duced to enhance monitoring and 
traceability.

 Officials emphasized that the 
initiative would strengthen mar-
ket linkages and improve incomes 
for farmers, reelers, and weavers, 
while highlighting the potential of 
Muga silk as both a cultural sym-
bol and a sustainable economic 
driver for rural livelihoods, espe-
cially for women artisans.

 The funding structure in-
cludes Rs. 35.83 crore from the 
Ministry of DoNER, ?14.20 crore 
from the Ministry of Textiles, and 
Rs. 9.49 crore from the Govern-
ment of Assam.

 The committee also reviewed 
PMDeVINE projects, including 
the Maa Kamakhya Access Corri-
dor in Guwahati and the proposed 
Medical College in Sivasagar, di-
recting officials to expedite imple-
mentation of the Kamakhya Cor-
ridor project. Additionally, select 
change-of-scope proposals under 
NEC projects were examined to 
facilitate effective execution.

DIBRUGARH

The Dibrugarh District Health 
Department has issued an advi-
sory cautioning people against 
consuming wild mushrooms 
during the monsoon season, 
citing past incidents of poison-
ing in Assam, officials said.

According to the depart-
ment, mushrooms that grow 
along roadsides, in forests and 
bushy areas during the rainy 
season may contain toxic sub-
stances and can pose serious 
health risks if consumed.

Health officials warned that 
ingestion of such mushrooms 
can lead to severe complica-
tions, including abdominal 
pain, vomiting, diarrhoea, 
headache and fever, and in 
some cases may even prove fa-
tal.

They advised that anyone 
suspecting consumption of 
poisonous mushrooms should 
immediately seek medical at-

tention at the nearest health-
care facility without waiting 
for symptoms to appear.

The department also cau-
tioned against common mis-
conceptions, such as the belief 
that poisonous mushrooms 
are always brightly coloured 
or can be made safe by refrig-
eration, drying or cooking. Of-
ficials said such assumptions 
are misleading and potentially 
dangerous.As part of its aware-
ness drive, the department has 
been conducting outreach pro-
grammes, including meetings 
and public announcements, 
particularly in tea garden are-
as. 

Awareness messages 
are also being disseminated 
through social media to alert 
residents.The department has 
urged the public to remain vig-
ilant and avoid consuming un-
identified mushrooms during 
the monsoon season to prevent 
health hazards, officials added.
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AIZAWL

At least 77 houses were damaged 
across four districts of Mizoram 
due to windstorms and landslides 
over the past two days, officials of 
the state Disaster Management and 
Rehabilitation Department said on 
Tuesday.

Four houses were completely 
destroyed, while several public infra-
structure facilities, including two 
school buildings, two church halls, 
two health sub-centres, an anganwa-
di centre and a public library, also 
suffered damage, they said.

Aizawl district reported the 
highest number of affected houses 
at 39, largely due to strong winds. In 
southern Mizoram’s Lunglei district, 
31 houses were damaged by a combi-
nation of windstorms and landslides. 
The district also reported damage to 
two church halls, two health sub-cen-
tres, and one each of an anganwadi 

centre, school and public library.
In Siaha district, three houses 

and a school building were damaged, 
while Kolasib district, bordering 

Assam, reported damage to four 
houses, officials said.

No casualties have been reported 
so far, they added.Schools in several 
districts, including Aizawl, Kolasib, 
Lunglei and Mamit, remained closed 
on Tuesday in view of heavy rainfall 
that has been lashing the state since 
Monday.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  I n d i a 
Meteorological Department (IMD), 
Aizawl recorded 57.8 mm rainfall on 
Tuesday, followed by Mamit (47.5 
mm), Khawzawl (35.5 mm) and 
Serchhip (34.5 mm).

The IMD has forecast heavy to 
very heavy rainfall accompanied by 
thunderstorms and lightning in the 
next three days in Aizawl, Kolasib, 
Mamit, Champhai and Serchhip 
districts.

Gusty winds with speeds of 50-60 
kmph are likely in Kolasib district 
on Wednesday and in Aizawl district 
on Thursday, the weather office said.

Shillong Court Grants Bail to Prime Accused Sonam 
Raghuvanshi in Raja Raghuvanshi Murder Case

Assam SLEC 
Recommends Rs. 59.83 
Crore Project to Brand 

Muga Silk

GANGTOK

A group of 17 young footballers from across 
Sikkim on Wednesday described their inter-

action with Prime Minister Narendra Modi as 
an “unforgettable” experience after getting an 
opportunity to play football with him at Lok 
Bhawan in Gangtok.

The players, who represented different 
parts of the Himalayan state, including Nam-
chi and several other regions, said the occa-
sion was a rare and proud moment for all of 
them.

Speaking on behalf of the group, Prekila 
Tamang said meeting the Prime Minister felt 
less like a formal interaction and more like 
spending time with a close friend. “It never 

felt like we were meeting the Prime Minister. 
It felt like we were playing and talking with 
someone very warm and friendly,” she said.

She added that the interaction went be-
yond football, as the Prime Minister also spoke 
to them about health, fitness, discipline and 
the importance of sports in shaping young 
lives. “We had an open conversation. He 
encouraged us to stay fit, work hard and 
continue pursuing sports seriously,” Ta-
mang said.The footballers thanked the state 
government, officials and the sports depart-
ment for arranging the memorable inter-
action during the Prime Minister’s visit to 
Sikkim.

Calling it a once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity, the young players said the experience 
would remain one of the proudest moments 

of their sporting journey.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tues-

day shared a cheerful glimpse from his visit 
to Gangtok, saying there was “nothing like 
playing some football” with young friends 
in the hill capital on a lovely morning. In 
a post on X, PM Modi uploaded moments 
from an informal football session with lo-
cal children and youths, reflecting a lighter 
side of his visit to Sikkim.

 The Prime Minister appeared relaxed 
and energetic as he joined the youngsters 
on the field, drawing warm reactions on-
line. “Nothing like playing some football 
with my young friends in Sikkim on a love-
ly Gangtok morning! ??” he wrote in the 
post, highlighting the importance of sports 
and youth engagement.

Killing a dolphin in ancient Greece 
was considered sacrilegious and was 
punishable by death.

SHILLONG
 
A court in Shillong on Tues-
day granted bail to Sonam Ra-
ghuvanshi, the prime accused 
in the murder of her husband 
Raja Raghuvanshi, bringing a 
significant development in a 
case that has drawn attention 
in Madhya Pradesh and the 
Northeast.

Sonam, who had been 
lodged in a Shillong jail for 
several months, secured relief 
after her bail plea was heard 
for the fourth time. Earlier, 
the court had rejected her ap-
plications on three separate 
occasions before allowing the 
plea on Tuesday.

The development was con-
firmed by the victim’s brother, 
Vipin Raghuvanshi, who ex-
pressed concern over the de-
cision, terming it a setback in 
the family’s pursuit of justice.

The case relates to the al-
leged murder of Raja Raghu-
vanshi, a transport business-
man from Indore, in which his 

wife has been named as the 
principal accused. Investiga-
tors had earlier arrested mul-
tiple individuals in connection 
with the case, including Son-
am and her alleged accomplic-
es.

Among the co-accused, 
Lokendra Singh Tomar, 
Balbir Ahirwar and Shilom 
James have already been 
granted bail. However, anoth-
er accused, Raj Kushwaha, 

continues to remain in judicial 
custody.

According to officials, Raja 
Raghuvanshi went missing 
on May 23 last year during a 
honeymoon trip to Meghalaya. 
His mutilated body was later 
recovered on June 2 near a wa-
terfall in the Sohra area of East 
Khasi Hills district, triggering 
a high-profile investigation.

Police subsequently arrest-
ed Sonam and several others, 

including an individual iden-
tified as her alleged boyfriend, 
in connection with the mur-
der.

Responding to the latest 
development, East Khasi 
Hills Superintendent of Police 
Vivek Syiem said that while 
the accused has been granted 
bail, the legal process remains 
ongoing.

“The accused has been 
granted bail by the court.



NATIONAL

 NEW DELHI

Exit polls released on Wednesday, 
April 29, 2026, following the con-
clusion of voting across key states 
have offered an early indication 
of electoral trends, with attention 
centred on West Bengal and Tamil 
Nadu, where politically significant 
contests have unfolded.

 The Axis My India exit poll 
indicates a strong showing for 
incumbent forces in several 
key states, with the Trinamool 
Congress projected to secure 
around 190 seats in West Bengal, 
well ahead of the Bharatiya Janata 
Party at about 90, pointing to a 
clear majority. In Tamil Nadu, the 
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam-led 
alliance is estimated to win rough-
ly 175 seats, comfortably surpass-
ing the All India Anna Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam alliance at 
around 55, suggesting a strong 
return to power.

 In Assam, exit poll points to 
a clear victory for the Bharatiya 
Janata Party-led alliance in 
Assam, indicating that the ruling 
coalition is likely to retain power 
for a third straight term. The 
NDA is projected to win around 
88 to 100 seats in the 126-member 
Assembly, comfortably crossing 
the majority mark, suggesting 
sustained voter support for Chief 
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma 
and the incumbent government. In 
comparison, the Indian National 
Congress-led opposition alliance 
is expected to trail with an esti-
mated 24 to 36 seats, reflecting a 
relatively weaker electoral posi-
tion. The projections point to a 
largely one-sided contest shaped 
by factors such as governance per-
ception, organisational strength 

and vote consolidation in favour 
of the ruling alliance, although the 
final outcome will be confirmed 
only after the official counting of 
votes.

 In Kerala, the Left Democratic 
Front is projected to edge ahead 
with about 78 seats compared to 
the United Democratic Front at 
62, indicating a relatively close 
contest but with an advantage for 
the incumbent bloc. Meanwhile, 
in Puducherry, the National 
Democratic Alliance led by All 
India N.R. Congress is projected 
to secure around 18 seats, margin-
ally ahead of the Congress–DMK 
alliance at about 12, pointing to a 
tight but favourable outcome for 
the NDA.

 In West Bengal, most projec-
tions suggest that the Mamata 
Banerjee-led Trinamool Congress 
is likely to retain power, main-
taining its dominance despite 
a sustained challenge from the 
Bharatiya Janata Party. The esti-
mates broadly point to a comforta-

ble majority for the ruling party, 
while the BJP is expected to consol-
idate its position as the principal 
opposition with an improved seat 
tally. At the same time, a few pro-
jections and internal assessments 
present a more competitive pic-
ture, suggesting the possibility of 
a tighter race, which underscores 
the uncertainty surrounding the 
final outcome.

 The electoral landscape in West 
Bengal appears to have become 
increasingly bipolar, with limit-
ed room for the Indian National 
Congress and Left parties to regain 
significant ground. If these trends 
are reflected in the final results, 
they would reinforce the state’s 
shift towards a contest largely 
defined by the TMC and the BJP, 
with regional political dynamics 
continuing to outweigh broader 
national narratives.

In Tamil Nadu, exit polls indi-
cate a more complex and less pre-
dictable contest shaped by legacy 
politics and internal divisions, par-

ticularly within the All India Anna 
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam. 
The enduring influence of J. 
Jayalalithaa remains a central 
factor, with multiple leaders seek-
ing to inherit and consolidate her 
political base. The fragmentation 
within the AIADMK and shifting 
alliances have contributed to a 
more competitive environment, 
with several constituencies expect-
ed to witness close contests driv-
en by local factors such as caste 
alignments, leadership appeal and 
constituency-level dynamics.

 Across other states that went 
to the polls, including Assam, 
Kerala and Puducherry, early 
projections largely point towards 
continuity, although the margin 
of victory and seat distribution 
vary across different pollsters. 
These states are expected to follow 
more established voting patterns, 
though variations in turnout and 
local issues could still influence 
the final results.

 While exit polls provide a pre-
liminary snapshot of voter sen-
timent, their reliability remains 
subject to several limitations, 
including sampling challenges, 
regional diversity and the possi-
bility of late shifts in voter prefer-
ences. Past experience has shown 
that such projections can diverge 
from actual outcomes, sometimes 
significantly. The exit poll trends 
released on April 29 suggest a mix 
of continuity and competitive 
churn, with some states appear-
ing set for political stability while 
others reflect evolving electoral 
dynamics. The final verdict, how-
ever, will depend on the official 
counting of votes, which will deter-
mine how closely these projections 
align with the actual mandate.

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump, while 
issuing a warning to Iran, posted on 
Truth Social, “Iran can’t get their act 
together. They don’t know how to 
sign a non-nuclear deal. They better 
get smart soon!”

 He stated that the United States will 
take a tougher stance if a diplomatic 
resolution regarding its nuclear pro-
gramme is not reached soon.

 In a post on his social media plat-
form, Truth Social, the President 
posted a picture of himself holding an 
assault rifle and the slogan ‘No more 
Mr Nice Guy’.

 The President’s remarks come at 
a time of heightened regional tension 

and a continued diplomatic stalemate. 
Highlighting a shift in his administra-
tion’s approach, Trump warned, “They 
better get smart soon!”

The post from the US Trump signals 
a potentially more aggressive policy if 
Tehran continues to resist the terms 
proposed by Washington.

 The statement follows recent efforts 
to negotiate a “Trump” deal that would 
replace previous agreements, which 
the President has frequently described 
as insufficient for ensuring global 
security.

 Furthering this stance, Trump has 
voiced significant dissatisfaction with 
Tehran’s recent diplomatic overtures. 
He asserted that Washington will not 
advance negotiations unless the nucle-

ar issue is tackled directly.
The President also claimed that 

Iran had indicated it was in a “state of 
collapse” and was consequently push-
ing for the reopening of the Strait of 
Hormuz “as soon as possible”.

 During his assessment, Trump 
highlighted the global security risks 
inherent in Tehran’s atomic aspira-
tions, warning that should Iran suc-
cessfully obtain nuclear armaments, 
“the whole world would be held hos-
tage”.

 This rejection follows a proposal 
from Iran focused on an immediate 
ceasefire in West Asia and the restora-
tion of traffic through the strategically 
vital Strait of Hormuz. Notably, the pro-
posal sought to postpone discussions 

on its nuclear programme, missile 
technology, and existing sanctions.

 While Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi has been conducting a dip-
lomatic blitz--visiting Islamabad and 
meeting Russian President Vladimir 
Putin in St Petersburg to secure inter-
national backing--regional powers have 
begun to voice their own opposition.

In a meeting held in Saudi Arabia, 
leaders of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC), convened under Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman, formally 
rejected what they characterised as 
Iran’s “illegal actions” regarding the 
closure of the strait and threats to mar-
itime passage.

The GCC summit, which included 
high-level representation from Qatar, 
Bahrain, Kuwait, and the UAE, issued a 
collective call for the return of “securi-
ty and freedom of navigation” to levels 
seen before the conflict.

 Furthermore, the bloc advocated 
for enhanced military integration, 
specifically the creation of shared 
infrastructure and a ballistic missile 
early warning system.

As regional and international 
pressure mounts, reports from The 
Wall Street Journal suggest that the 
US administration is bracing for an 
extended period of economic confron-
tation.

 Trump has reportedly instruct-
ed his team to formulate plans for a 
sustained blockade of Iran, a strategy 
designed to cripple the Iranian econ-
omy and oil exports by strictly con-
trolling maritime access to its ports.

 According to The Wall Street 
Journal, the President prefers this 
blockade as a more effective, lower-risk 
alternative to either a renewed aerial 
bombing campaign or a policy of total 
disengagement, marking a shift toward 
a long-term strategy of economic attri-
tion.

JAMMU

Three-time former chief 
minister of Jammu and 
Kashmir, Farooq Abdullah 
on Wednesday slammed the 
Election Commission for 
deploying a large contin-
gent of central police forces 
and bureaucrats during the 
West Bengal polls.

 “Is Bengali not being 
trusted’, asked Abdullah, 
who is the president of the 
ruling National Conference 
even as he went on to con-
demn the rhetoric used by 
national leaders against 
West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee. He 
descried the language 
used to criticise Banerjee 
as “unparliamentary and 
not befitting this nation”.

Emphasising that a 
strong India requires 
respecting its citizens, he 
told PTI, “If you want a 
strong India, then Bengalis 
have the right to choose 
their leadership without 
being coerced towards any 
other direction.”

Abdullah lashed out 
at the approach of some 
quarters in the government 
towards state elections and 
regional identities, specif-

ically questioning if the 
people of West Bengal “are 
being treated as outsiders” 
within their own country.

Referring to the mas-
sive deployment of cen-
tral police forces and the 
reshuffling of bureaucrats 
during the election season 
in West Bengal, Abdullah 
questioned the underlying 
intent, saying “the way 
even from Jammu and 
Kashmir forces have been 
removed in large numbers 
and sent, saying that they 
want a peaceful election...
officers have been moved 
from states. What for? Is the 
Bengali not trusted? Is he 
(West Bengal) not part of 
the nation?” Abdullah did 
not mince words regarding 
the institutional oversight 
of the electoral processes in 
West Bengal, expressing his 
disappointment with the 
poll body.

 “I pity the Election 
Commission in the way it 
has handled the situation,” 
he said.

 Without naming the 
BJP, he said, “They have 
not been successful up to 
this time. I do not know 
what the results will hold, 
but whatever it is, we must 

not follow such things”, sug-
gesting that the methods 
employed were flawed.

 The second and final 
phase of polling was held in 
West Bengal on Wednesday, 
and the results will be 
announced on May 4.

 Speaking about the 
diminishing space of sepa-
ratists, Abdullah suggest-
ed that the threat of sepa-
ratism, which has existed 
since independence, has 
“gradually reduced to a 
very minimum number”.

 Instead, Abdullah 
termed growing communal 
tensions in the country as a 
bigger threat.

 “Today, it’s not the sepa-
ratism that is worrying us. 
What is worrying us is the 
communal tendencies that 
have now emerged in our 
nation, where, for political 
power, you are dividing 
communities on a religious 
basis.”

He warned that this 
trend is a danger not just 
for Jammu and Kashmir 
but also for the stability of 
the entire nation.

 He reminded that India’s 
strength lies in its “unity in 
diversity,” pointing out the 
vast differences in language 
and culture among regions 
from Jammu and Kashmir 
to Tamil Nadu.

 “We will never become 
Vishwaguru unless we are 
united. Danger lies in not 
being united,” he said and 
stressed that the only thing 
holding the country togeth-
er is the collective will to 
help each other through 
difficult times.

“Together we can make 
a strong nation by helping 
each other in the difficult 
times that we are going 
through,” he said.

INTERNATIONAL

MOSCOW

Russia’s traditional parade 
marking the 81st anniversary 
of the defeat of Nazi Germany 
in World War II this year will 
take place without tanks, mis-
siles and other military equip-
ment, the Russian Defense 
Ministry said in a statement 
late Tuesday.

 It will be the first time in 
nearly two decades — and in the 
more than four years of Russia’s 
war in Ukraine — that no mil-
itary equipment will rumble 
through Moscow’s Red Square 
on May 9, the day Russia cele-
brates its most important sec-
ular holiday. The Kremlin has 
used it to showcase its military 
might and global clout.

 Victory Day parades on 
Red Square involved military 
equipment and various weapon-
ry every year since 2008.

The ministry statement this 
week cited the “current oper-
ational situation” as a reason 
for excluding a military equip-
ment convoy, as well as cadets, 
from the parade. The statement 
didn’t elaborate.

 Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 

Peskov in a conference call 
with reporters on Wednesday 
blamed Ukraine and its “ter-
rorist activity, in an apparent 
reference to Kyiv’s strikes deep 
inside Russia. “All measures 
are being taken to minimize the 
danger,” he said.

The parade will feature 
“servicemen from higher mil-
itary educational institutions 
of all kinds and certain service 
branches of the Russian Armed 
Forces” and a traditional mili-
tary aircraft flyover, the min-
istry said.

World War II remains a 
rare point of consensus in 
the nation’s divisive history 
under Communist rule, and the 
Kremlin has leveraged that sen-
timent to encourage national 
pride and underline Russia’s 
position as a global power.

 The Soviet Union lost 27 
million people in what it calls 
the Great Patriotic War in 1941-
45, an enormous sacrifice that 
left a deep scar in the national 
psyche.

President Vladimir Putin, 
who has ruled Russia for over 25 
years, has turned Victory Day 
into a key pillar of his tenure 

and has tried to use it to justify 
the war in Ukraine.

 Last year’s parade was the 
largest since Russia sent troops 
into Ukraine, and drew the most 
global leaders to Moscow in a 
decade, including high-profile 
guests like Chinese President 
Xi Jinping, Brazilian President 
Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva and 
Slovakia’s Prime Minister 
Robert Fico.

It featured over 11,500 
troops and more than 180 mili-
tary vehicles, including tanks, 
armored infantry vehicles and 
artillery used on the battlefield 
in Ukraine, as well as huge Yars 
nuclear-tipped intercontinen-
tal ballistic missiles launchers 
and drones carried on military 
trucks. Fighter jets flew over 
Red Square, too.

 Putin had declared a unilat-
eral 72-hour ceasefire starting 
May 7, 2025, and the authorities 
blocked cellphone internet in 
Moscow for several days in an 
effort to avert Ukrainian drone 
attacks.

 In 2023, the parade was 
scaled down, with fewer troops 
and military equipment on dis-
play and no flyover.
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Farooq Abdullah slams 
EC for deploying large 

contingent of central forces 
during West Bengal polls

Iran ‘better get smart soon’: 
Trump warns Tehran, posts 

picture with gun, slogan

Russia to hold Victory 
Day parade without 

military equipment for 
1st time in nearly two 

decades

Exit polls signal continuity 
in Bengal and Assam, 

fragmentation in Tamil Nadu, 
uncertainty lingers
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To engage with KRC TIMES, 
please use the following e-mails 
and WhatsApp Nos:
For News: krctimes@gmail.com 
/ WP: 8721838313
For Advertisement: info@krcfoun-
dation.org / WP: 9330830083
For Subscription:krctimes@gmail.
com / WP: 8721838313
Editor: biswadeep.gupta@gmail.
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We are looking for 
volunteers across NE & 
West Bengal Interested 
candidates (College 
students, youths) can 
register at https://
northeastintegrationrally.
in/Volunteer_Registration.
aspxor, send an email: 
neintegrationrally@gmail.
com

Business establishments, educational 
institutions, individual service pro-
viders etc. can enlist themselves or 
advertise their products or services at 
the most reasonable cost in InfoCom 
Diary. Send your details to InfoCom 
Solutions at: infocom.krc@gmail.com                                                              
Submit Here: https://bit. ly/
InfoComDiaryForm

Students can apply for a three-
months internship with KRC 
Foundation. During the internship 
the student can get an opportu-
nity to work on a live project. On 
successful completion the stu-
dent is awarded a certificate. 
Apply to 5E for Success:
 5eforsuccess@gmail.com
For Details Visit:
https://bit.ly/krcstudentinternship

or 
www.krcfoundation.org/prod-
ucts-services/training-develop-
ment-5e-for-success/internship

Participate in NE India Writing Star 
Contest and get your writings published. 
Eligibility: From Class VI onwards. Each 
participants receives a digital participa-
tion certificates. Send articles at: info@
krcfoundation.org
For Details Visit:
 https://bit.ly/NEIndiaWritingStarContest 
www.krcfoundation.org/campaigns-csr/
ne-india-writing-star-contest

SANGRAM DATTA:

Amid the bustle of Habiganj 
Road in Sreemangal, Ban-
gladesh, stands a crumbling 
yet dignified relic of the 
past—the Kachari House of 
the Tripura Maharajas. More 
than just an old structure, 
this centuries-old building 
is a valuable record of the 
administrative, political, and 
cultural history of the Sylhet 
region.

In the late nineteenth 
century, following the dev-
astating earthquake along 
the Dauki Fault, the Tripura 
royal family took steps to 
reorganize their administra-
tive operations in the area. 
As part of that effort, during 
the reign of Maharaja Bir 
Chandra Manikya Debbar-
ma Bahadur, this Kachari 
House was constructed on 
approximately 1.75 acres of 
land in the heart of Sreeman-
gal. Its primary purpose was 
to collect land revenue from 
tenants and oversee local 
administrative affairs.

Later, under Maharaja 
(King) Birendra Kishore 
Manikya Bahadur, the build-
ing developed into a full ad-
ministrative center. At that 
time, large areas including 
Sreemangal, Kamalganj, Bha-
nugach, and Shamshernagar 
were under the jurisdiction 
of the Tripura royal family.

Historically, the authority 
of the Manikya rulers ex-
tended beyond present-day 
Tripura’s hill regions into 
vast parts of Sylhet—an ac-
count supported by Achyut 
Charan Choudhury’s Sri-
hatter Itibritta and Kailash 

Chandra 
Singha’s 
Rajmala.

The 
partition 
of India 
in 1947 
marked 

a turning point. The govern-
ment of Pakistan took over 
the property, and over time 
it came to be used for official 
administrative purposes. 
Today, the building serves 
as the office of the Assistant 
Commissioner (Land) in 
Sreemangal, although much 
of its original structure has 
been left neglected.

Architecturally, the sin-
gle-storey building is dis-
tinctive. Measuring approx-
imately thirty feet in width 
and twenty feet in length, it 
contains three rooms, eight 
doors, and nine windows. 
With walls nearly a foot 
thick, lime-surki masonry, 
and fine ornamental detail-
ing, the structure reflects a 
graceful blend of British co-
lonial and local architectural 
styles. Traces of its crafts-
manship are still visible in 
the decorative features of the 
walls.

However, time has taken 
a heavy toll. Large cracks 
have spread across the walls, 
the roof shows visible decay, 
and moss-covered surfaces 
tell a story of long neglect. 
In some areas, the building 
is partially damaged; in oth-
ers, it stands on the verge of 
collapse.

Once alive with the activity 
Fear will trick you into 
living a boring life.

PLACEMENT 

Fresher, job seekers can register 
with KRC Placements.Send 
resume to -
5eforsuccess@gmail.com
To source candidates, organisation 
can contact KRC Placements at
info@krcfoundation.org
For Details Visit:
 https://bit.ly/krcplacements
Apply here: 
https://bit.lyKRCPlacementForm

Tripura Maharaja’s Kachari 
House — A Silent Sentinel of 

History in Sreemangal
of revenue collection—when 
crowds gathered and the 
premises were full of move-
ment—the Kachari House 
now stands in silence. Those 
vibrant days exist only in 
memory.

Experts believe the site is 
not only a symbol of the Tri-
pura royal administration 
but also an important link 
between colonial and indige-
nous systems of governance 
in the Sylhet region. They 
emphasize the urgent need to 
recognize it as an archaeolog-
ical heritage site and to take 
proper steps for its preserva-
tion.

The question remains: 
will this structure—once the 
administrative heart of a 
vast region—disappear into 
the passage of time, or will 
it regain its rightful status 
through timely conservation?

For now, the Kachari 
House of Sreemangal stands 
quietly—bearing witness to 
history, and waiting to be 
preserved.
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