
KOHIMA

Union Minister for Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises (MSME) Jitan 
Ram Manjhi on Wednesday stressed 
the need for effective implementation 
of MSME and centrally sponsored 
schemes while reviewing develop-
mental activities in Nagaland’s Lon-
gleng district.

Addressing officials from various 
departments during a review meeting, 
Manjhi urged officers to work in co-
ordination to ensure welfare schemes 
and development programmes reach 
people at the grassroots level and 
contribute to the district’s economic 
growth.

The meeting was chaired by Lon-
gleng Deputy Commissioner and 
District Planning and Development 
Board (DPDB) vice-chairman W. 
Manpai Phom and attended by district 
officials along with members of the vis-
iting central team.Officials from differ-
ent departments presented updates on 
ongoing projects, achievements, chal-
lenges and areas requiring additional 
support and coordination.

During the interaction, members of 
the central team said the review exer-
cise was being conducted under the di-
rectives of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to assess developmental prog-
ress and ground realities in the dis-
trict.They said findings and feedback 
collected during the visit would be 
compiled and submitted to the Prime 
Minister’s Office and relevant Union 
ministries for further action.

Later, Longleng MLA and DPDB 
chairman A. Pongshi Phom thanked 
the visiting delegation for engaging 
with district officials and the public, 
stating that the visit would further 
strengthen development initiatives in 
the district.

He appreciated the Centre’s efforts 
in implementing schemes aimed at 
improving infrastructure, livelihoods, 
economic opportunities and public 
welfare, adding that inclusive develop-
ment was gradually reaching remote 
areas.

Highlighting the impact of central-
ly sponsored schemes, Pongshi Phom 
said programmes in sectors such as 
agriculture, health, education, rural 
development, solar energy, industries, 
electricity and social welfare were con-
tributing to improved living standards 
in Longleng.

He also pointed to the role of the 
Prime Minister Employment Gen-
eration Programme (PMEGP) in 
helping youths start businesses and 
generate employment opportunities. 
In addition, he said the Nagaland 
government’s Chief Minister’s Micro 
Finance Initiative had provided sig-
nificant support to private enterprises 
and rural livelihoods.

During the meeting, officials were 
directed to furnish detailed infor-
mation on the implementation and 
current status of centrally sponsored 
schemes in the district. Discussions 
were also held on whether Longleng 
falls under the Aspirational District 
Programme.After the review, Manjhi 
appreciated the efforts of the district 
administration and various depart-
ments in implementing welfare and 
development schemes and called for 
stronger inter-departmental coordi-
nation to ensure timely execution of 
projects.Later in the day, the Union 
minister held another review meet-
ing with state officials of the National 
Small Industries Corporation, Khadi 
and Village Industries Commission, 
Coir Board and MSME-Development 
and Facilitation Office at the Police 
Guest House.
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NEW DELHI
Prime Minister Narendra Modi pre-
sented handcrafted stoles inspired 
by Manipur’s iconic Shirui Lily and 
Assam’s traditional Eri silk to Italian 
Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni during 
their interaction, highlighting India’s 
rich textile heritage and cultural sym-
bolism through diplomacy.

The Shirui Lily silk stole, inspired 
by Manipur’s rare state flower, drew 
attention to the Northeast’s indigenous 
artistry and traditions. The Shirui 
Lily grows exclusively on the Shirui 
Kashong Peak in Manipur’s Ukhrul 

district and is deeply revered by the 
Tangkhul Naga community as a sym-
bol of purity, identity and cultural 
pride.

Featuring the flower’s distinc-
tive pale pinkish-white, bell-shaped 
bloom, the handwoven stole reflected 
the folklore and craftsmanship of the 
Tangkhul people while showcasing the 
intricate textile traditions of Northeast 
India.

Beyond its regional significance, 
the gift also carried a broader cultural 
resonance linking India and Italy. The 
lily has long held symbolic importance 

in Italian culture, often representing 
purity, grace and artistic refinement 
and featuring prominently in Renais-
sance art and architecture.

Alongside the Shirui Lily stole, 
Modi also gifted Meloni an Eri silk 
stole, spotlighting Assam’s celebrated 
handloom legacy and sustainable tex-
tile practices.

Often referred to as Assam’s “peace 
silk,” Eri silk is known for its soft tex-
ture, warmth and eco-friendly produc-
tion process. Unlike conventional silk, 
Eri silk is produced without harming 
the silkworm, making it one of the 
world’s most ethically produced nat-
ural fibres.Widely used in traditional 
Assamese garments and handwoven 
fabrics, Eri silk is valued for its durabil-
ity, thermal properties and breathable, 
moisture-absorbing qualities, helping 
it gain recognition beyond the North-
east and international appreciation for 
sustainable fashion.

Officials said the exchange reflect-
ed more than a diplomatic courtesy, 
serving as a form of cultural storytell-
ing that celebrated India’s handloom 
heritage while underscoring shared 
values of tradition, craftsmanship 
and sustainability between India 
and Italy.

GUWAHATI
 
Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on 
Thursday took oath as a 
member of the 16th Assam 
Legislative Assembly on the 
opening day of the new As-
sembly session.

The oath was adminis-
tered by Protem Speaker 
Chandra Mohan Patowary, 
with Sarma taking the oath 
in Assamese.

As proceedings began, 
Patowary informed mem-
bers that legislators could 
take oath in any recognised 
language of their choice and 
submit copies to the Assem-
bly office.

MLAs from different po-
litical parties later took oath 
in Assamese, Bengali, Bodo 
and Sanskrit, reflecting the 
linguistic diversity of the As-
sembly.

The swearing-in ceremo-
ny followed the NDA’s return 
to power in Assam with a 
decisive mandate in the re-
cently concluded Assembly 
elections.

The alliance comprising 
the Bharatiya Janata Party, 
Asom Gana Parishad and 
Bodoland People’s Front 
secured 102 seats in the 
126-member Assembly.

The BJP emerged as the 
single largest party with 82 
seats, while the AGP and 
BPF won 10 seats each.

In the opposition benches, 
the Indian National Congress 
secured 19 seats, while Raijor 
Dal won two seats. The All In-
dia United Democratic Front 
and All India Trinamool Con-
gress won two and one seat 
respectively.
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WHO SAID WHAT 

GUWAHATI
Senior BJP leader Ranjeet Kumar Dass was unani-
mously elected Speaker of the 16th Assam Legislative 
Assembly on Wednesday, marking his second term in 
the constitutional post.Pro tem Speaker Chandra Mo-
han Patowary informed the House that three nomina-
tions had been submitted in support of Dass and that 
no other candidate had filed nomination papers for the 
position.

“As there is no other nomination, I declare Ranjeet 
Kumar Dass as the Speaker of the 16th Assam Legisla-
tive Assembly,” Patowary announced in the House.

Dass had previously served as Speaker in 2016 after 
the Bharatiya Janata Party formed its first government 
in Assam.

His return to the Speaker’s chair follows a long polit-
ical career that also included serving as a cabinet min-
ister during the first term of Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma between 2021 and 2026.

Representing the Bhowanipur-Sorbhog constitu-
ency, Dass has been elected to the Assam Assembly 
for four consecutive terms since 2011. He has also held 
key organisational positions within the BJP, including 
serving as president of the party’s Assam unit.

Congratulating Dass on his election, Sarma said the 
Assembly would greatly benefit from his experience 
and understanding of legislative functioning.

In a post on X, the chief minister described Dass’s 
journey as one emerging from a humble background 
and highlighted his contributions across journalism, 
public service and politics.
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PERSPECTIVE 

IMPHAL

Dr. Sanjukta RajKumari, a researcher 
from Manipur, has won the Best Poster 
Award at the prestigious 2026 Interna-
tional Symposium on Shiga Toxin-pro-
ducing Escherichia coli, one of the 
world’s leading scientific conferences 
on foodborne bacterial pathogens.

The symposium was held in Aber-
deen from May 10 to 13 and brought 
together more than 400 scientists, cli-
nicians and public health experts from 
25 countries.

Participants included representa-
tives from globally recognised institu-
tions such as the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), the 
Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO), the United States Department of 
Agriculture, University of Cambridge, 
the Roslin Institute and Italy’s Nation-
al Institute of Health.

Dr RajKumari received the award 
for her research poster titled “Tempo-
ral pangenome dynamics and function-

al diversity of Escherichia coli O26 in a 
cattle farm.”

Her research explored how Shi-
ga toxin-producing Escherichia coli 
(STEC) strains evolve and adapt 
over time in livestock environments 
through changes in their genetic com-
position.

Experts said the study has sig-
nificant implications for global food 
safety and public health, particularly 
in understanding the evolution and 
transmission of dangerous foodborne 
pathogens.

STEC is considered a highly harm-
ful group of bacteria capable of caus-
ing severe foodborne illnesses. While 
many E. coli strains are harmless, 
STEC infections can lead to bloody 
diarrhoea and life-threatening com-
plications such as Hemolytic Uremic 
Syndrome, which may cause kidney 
failure, especially among children and 
elderly people.

Health experts say STEC infections 
are commonly associated with contam-

inated food, unsafe drinking water and 
direct contact with livestock. Preven-
tive measures include proper cooking 
of meat, maintaining hygiene after 
handling animals, avoiding unpasteur-
ised dairy products and ensuring ac-
cess to safe drinking water.

Dr RajKumari currently serves as 
a Senior Scientist at the Animal and 
Plant Health Agency (APHA), an exec-
utive agency under the UK Department 
for Environment, Food and Rural Af-
fairs.She is also a core member of the 
Eta Northeast Women’s Network.

Congratulating her on the achieve-
ment, Yumnam Khemchand described 
Dr RajKumari as a “distinguished 
daughter of Manipur” and said her ac-
complishment reflected scientific ex-
cellence with global significance.

He said her success would inspire 
young people in Manipur to pursue 
knowledge and excellence while high-
lighting the growing contribution of 
scientists from Northeast India to the 
international scientific community.

Stick to the plan, not 
your mood

IMPHAL

Joint security forces have recov-
ered improvised explosive devices 
(IEDs), firearms and communication 
equipment during a search opera-
tion near the Indo-Myanmar border 
in Manipur’s Tengnoupal district, 
officials said on Thursday.

The operation was carried out 
jointly by the Indian Army, the 
Assam Rifles and the Manipur Police 
following specific intelligence inputs 
about the movement of suspected 
anti-social elements near Border 
Pillars 72 and 73 under Moreh Police 
Station.

Officials said the search operation 
was conducted with the assistance 
of a sniffer dog team. During the 
operation, security personnel recov-
ered one self-loading rifle (SLR), a 9 
mm pistol along with a magazine, 
four radio communication sets, one 
charger and four improvised explo-
sive devices.

The recovered IEDs were later 
destroyed at the site following stand-
ard safety protocols, officials added.

The latest recovery comes just 
days after the arrest of three alleged 
insurgents near Border Pillars 77 
and 79 under the same police station 
jurisdiction.

According to security sources, 
the arrested individuals were iden-
tified as Wangthoi Nahakpam alias 
Lingjel (20), Nanaoba Nandeibam 
alias Angou (19), and Malem Oinam 
alias Manithoiba (20). They were 
apprehended on May 18 during 
another security operation in the 
border region.

Police said all seized items and the 
arrested persons were handed over 
to the concerned police station for 
further legal proceedings.

GUWAHATI

 Union Road Transport and Highways 
Minister Nitin Gadkari on Tuesday 
reviewed the progress and maintenance 
quality of National Highway projects 
spanning 4,178 kilometres across Assam 
and directed officials to expedite execu-
tion while ensuring higher construction 
standards.

According to an official statement, the 
high-level review meeting was initiated 
following feedback and concerns regard-
ing highway conditions and project 
implementation received through media 
reports and social media platforms.

During the meeting, Gadkari empha-
sised the need to accelerate on-ground 
execution of ongoing projects and 
strengthen quality monitoring mecha-
nisms to improve road durability and 

overall riding comfort.The Union minis-
ter also instructed officials to adopt mod-
ern construction technologies and engi-
neering practices aimed at enhancing 
the long-term performance of highway 
infrastructure and reducing recurring 
maintenance issues.With the monsoon 
season approaching, Gadkari stressed 
the importance of advance preparedness 
measures to minimise disruptions and 
ensure commuter safety along critical 
highway stretches across the state.

Officials were directed to prioritise 
strengthening drainage systems, carry-
ing out slope protection works and setting 
up rapid response mechanisms to tackle 
possible weather-related disruptions dur-
ing the monsoon.The review assumes sig-
nificance as multiple National Highway 
expansion and connectivity projects are 
currently underway in Assam as part of 
broader efforts to improve road infra-
structure and regional connectivity 
in the Northeast.The Centre has been 
focusing on upgrading highway networks 
in Assam to improve transportation effi-
ciency, boost trade and enhance connec-
tivity between remote regions and major 
urban centres.

GUWAHATI
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has brought Assam’s indigenous 
agricultural heritage into the inter-
national spotlight by presenting a 
sample of the state’s aromatic 
Joha rice to Qu Dongyu 
during his recent foreign 
visit.The gesture was 
highlighted by Assam 
Chief Minister Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma, who 
said the presentation re-
flected the growing global 
recognition of Assam’s tra-
ditional produce and cultural 
identity.In a post on X, Sarma de-
scribed Joha rice as a “small grain 
scented rice variety unique to As-
sam” known for its distinct aroma 
and deep cultural significance in the 
state.Joha rice is an indigenous aro-
matic rice variety cultivated in sev-
eral parts of Assam and remains a 
staple in Assamese households, par-
ticularly during festivals and tradi-
tional feasts. Unlike long-grain aro-
matic rice varieties, Joha is smaller 
in size and valued for its fragrance, 

soft texture and rich taste.Agricul-
tural experts have often identified 
Joha rice as one of Assam’s key 
geographical and cultural assets 
due to its unique flavour profile and 

traditional cultivation meth-
ods.The rice variety has 

also attracted attention 
in niche and premium 
food markets, where 
demand for indigenous 
and organically culti-
vated products has been 

steadily increasing.
Sarma said the symbol-

ic gift to the FAO chief reflected 
“the rising influence of Assam on 
the world stage” and underscored 
the Prime Minister’s efforts to pro-
mote the state’s heritage, indige-
nous crops and traditional products 
during international engagements.
The presentation is also being 
viewed as part of broader efforts to 
showcase Northeast India’s agricul-
tural diversity and expand global 
awareness of region-specific pro-
duce with cultural and economic 
significance.
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At a time when wars and conflicts in 
West Asia are disturbing global mar-
kets, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has appealed to Indians to adopt cer-
tain temporary lifestyle changes for 
one year in order to protect the coun-
try’s economy and conserve precious 
foreign exchange reserves. For many 
people, these suggestions may appear 
simple or even complex, rather bur-
dened but behind every appeal lies 
a deep economic concern connected 
with rising oil prices, global instabili-
ty, inflation, pressure on the Indian ru-
pee, and the increasing cost of imports.

India is one of the world’s largest 
importers of crude oil and also imports 
large quantities of gold. Whenever in-
ternational conflict increases oil prices 
or disrupts trade routes, countries like 
India face direct economic pressure. 
The Prime Minister’s message is es-
sentially a call for collective national 
responsibility asking citizens to con-
tribute not through sacrifice on battle-
fields, but through disciplined econom-
ic behaviour in daily life.

Why West Asia conflict impacts In-
dia?

India depends heavily on imports 
for crude oil. Most of this oil comes 
from West Asian countries. When wars 
or conflicts erupt in the region global 
crude oil prices rise sharply, shipping 
and supply chains become uncertain, 
transportation costs increase, inflation 
rises and India has to spend more dol-
lars to buy fuel. This creates pressure 
on India’s foreign exchange reserves, 
the pool of dollars and foreign curren-
cy that the country keeps for imports, 
trade stability, and economic security.

If reserves decline rapidly, the ru-
pee weakens, imported goods become 
expensive, petrol and diesel prices can 
rise, inflation affects common house-
holds and economic growth slows 
down. That is why Modi’s appeals are 
aimed at reducing unnecessary foreign 
exchange outflow and making India 
economically stronger during uncer-
tain global times. Let’s study these one 
by one:

Avoid buying gold for one year
One of the most significant appeals 

made by Narendra Modi was to avoid 
purchasing gold for one year in view 
of the ongoing global economic un-
certainty and instability caused by 
conflicts in West Asia. India is among 
the world’s largest importers of gold, 
and every year billions of dollars leave 
the country for gold imports. At a time 
when rising crude oil prices are al-
ready increasing India’s import bur-
den, excessive spending on imported 
gold can place additional pressure on 
the nation’s foreign exchange reserves 
and weaken the rupee.

The Prime Minister’s appeal is 
aimed at conserving foreign currency 
during a sensitive economic phase. In-
dia requires strong foreign exchange 
reserves to pay for essential imports 
like crude oil, maintain trade stability 
and protect the economy from global 
shocks. If citizens collectively reduce 
gold purchases even for a year, the 
country can save billions of dollars 
that would otherwise flow out of the 
economy. These savings can help India 
maintain stronger reserves and reduce 
financial pressure during internation-
al uncertainty.

Economists believe that if people ad-
here to this appeal, the impact can be 
significant. Stronger foreign reserves 
can help stabilize the rupee, control in-
flation and protect the economy from 
external economic pressures. In this 

sense, postponing luxury purchases 
like gold for one year is being viewed 
not merely as financial restraint, 
but as a form of economic patriotism 
where ordinary citizens contribute to-
wards strengthening the nation during 
challenging global conditions.

Reduce unnecessary foreign travel
Another important appeal made by 

Narendra Modi was to reduce unnec-
essary foreign travel for some time in 
view of the ongoing global economic 
uncertainty. Foreign travel involves 
substantial spending of dollars on 
hotels, shopping, transport, food and 
tourism-related activities abroad. At 
a time when India is already facing 
increased import costs due to rising 
crude oil prices and global instability 
caused by conflicts in West Asia, ex-
cessive foreign expenditure can place 
additional pressure on the country’s 
foreign exchange reserves.

The Prime Minister’s appeal is 
aimed at conserving foreign currency 
and reducing avoidable dollar outflow 
during a sensitive economic period. 
India requires strong foreign exchange 
reserves to manage imports, stabilize 
the rupee and maintain economic bal-
ance amid international disruptions. 
If millions of Indians temporarily re-
duce non-essential foreign vacations 
and overseas spending, a significant 
amount of foreign currency can re-
main within the country instead of 
flowing abroad.

Economists believe that if citizens 
choose domestic destinations over for-
eign travel even for one year, the im-
pact can be beneficial on multiple lev-
els. More money will circulate within 
India, domestic tourism will receive a 
boost and local businesses such as ho-
tels, transport operators, restaurants 
and handicraft sectors will benefit. 
At the same time, foreign exchange 
reserves will remain better protected, 
helping India maintain economic sta-
bility during challenging global condi-
tions. In many ways, choosing to trav-
el within India for a year can become 
both an economic and national contri-
bution.

Use public transport, carpooling 
and electric vehicles (EVs)

One of the strongest and most prac-
tical appeals made by Narendra Modi 
was for citizens to reduce petrol and 
diesel consumption by increasingly 
using public transport, carpooling and 
electric vehicles (EVs). India imports a 
major portion of its crude oil require-
ments from abroad, particularly from 
West Asian countries. Whenever con-
flict or instability erupts in that re-
gion, international crude oil prices rise 
sharply, directly increasing India’s 
fuel import bill. Higher oil prices mean 
India has to spend more dollars on im-
porting petrol and diesel, putting ad-
ditional pressure on the country’s for-
eign exchange reserves and the overall 
economy.

The Prime Minister’s appeal is 
therefore aimed at reducing unneces-
sary fuel consumption at a time when 
global economic conditions remain 
uncertain. By encouraging people to 
use metros, buses, shared transport 
systems and EVs, the government 
is attempting to lower national fuel 
demand and reduce dependence on 
expensive imported oil. Every litre of 
fuel saved means fewer dollars leav-
ing the country. In a nation of more 
than a billion people, even small be-
havioural changes adopted collectively 
can create a massive economic impact. 
Reduced fuel consumption can help In-
dia control its import expenditure and 
better withstand the effects of rising 

global oil prices caused by internation-
al conflicts.

Economists believe that if citizens 
seriously adopt these measures, the 
benefits will extend beyond economic 
savings alone. Lower fuel consump-
tion would reduce India’s oil import 
burden, conserve foreign exchange re-
serves and help stabilize the economy 
during periods of global uncertainty. 
At the same time, increased use of pub-
lic transport and EVs would reduce 
air pollution, ease traffic congestion 
and improve urban mobility in major 
cities. What may appear to be a small 
personal adjustment such as taking the 
metro, sharing rides or shifting to elec-
tric mobility can collectively save the 
nation enormous amounts of money 
and strengthen India’s economic resil-
ience in difficult times.

Encourage work from home and 
virtual meetings

Narendra Modi also appealed to 
companies, institutions and offices to 
encourage work-from-home systems 
and virtual meetings wherever possi-
ble in order to reduce unnecessary fuel 
consumption during a period of global 
economic uncertainty. The Prime Min-
ister’s appeal comes at a time when 
rising crude oil prices, triggered by 
conflict and instability in West Asia, 
are increasing the financial burden 
on oil-importing countries like India. 
Every day, millions of people commute 
to offices using personal vehicles, taxis 
and public transport, consuming enor-
mous quantities of petrol and diesel. 
This daily movement, while essential 
in many sectors, also contributes sig-
nificantly to India’s fuel demand and 
import expenditure.

The reasoning behind Modi’s appeal 
is rooted in simple economic logic: re-
duced travel directly translates into 
lower fuel consumption. If companies 
adopt hybrid work models, virtual 
meetings and remote working sys-
tems even partially, the cumulative 
reduction in daily commuting across 
major cities can be substantial. Fewer 
vehicles on roads would mean reduced 
consumption of imported fuel, lower 
traffic congestion and less pressure 
on India’s foreign exchange reserves, 
which are used heavily for crude oil 
imports. In the backdrop of rising glob-
al energy prices, conserving fuel has 
become not merely an environmental 
concern, but an important economic 
necessity as well.

Support “Made in India” products
Narendra Modi also emphasized the 

importance of strengthening domestic 
manufacturing and encouraging citi-
zens to support “Made in India” prod-
ucts at a time when the global economy 
is facing uncertainty due to conflicts 
and rising international tensions. The 
Prime Minister’s appeal is rooted in 
the belief that excessive dependence on 
imported goods increases the outflow 
of foreign currency and weakens eco-
nomic self-reliance. Whenever India 
imports products from foreign mar-
kets, large amounts of dollars leave 
the country. During periods of global 
instability, when foreign exchange 
reserves are already under pressure 
because of rising oil import bills, re-
ducing avoidable imports becomes eco-
nomically important. Supporting Indi-
an industries, therefore, is not merely 
a matter of business preference, but a 
step towards strengthening the nation-
al economy.

The reasoning behind Modi’s appeal 
is closely linked to long-term econom-
ic resilience. If citizens consciously 
choose Indian-made products over im-
ported alternatives wherever possible, 

domestic industries receive greater 
support, production within the coun-
try increases and employment oppor-
tunities expand. Increased demand for 
local goods strengthens small business-
es, manufacturers, traders and start-
ups, while simultaneously reducing In-
dia’s dependence on foreign markets. 
Economists believe that a stronger do-
mestic manufacturing ecosystem can 
help India better withstand global dis-
ruptions and build a more self-reliant 
economy capable of sustaining itself 
during difficult international condi-
tions. Every Indian product purchased 
contributes towards keeping money 
circulating within the country instead 
of flowing abroad.

If millions of Indians collective-

ly reduce unnecessary spending on 
imported goods, conserve fuel, avoid 
wasteful foreign exchange expendi-
ture and support local industries even 
for one year, the cumulative impact 
can be enormous. India can maintain 
stronger foreign exchange reserves, 
reduce pressure on the rupee, control 
inflation and strengthen its economic 
resilience. In many ways, the message 
reflects a modern form of patriotism 
where national service is expressed 
not only through words and slogans, 
but through disciplined and responsi-
ble choices made in everyday life for 
the larger good of the country.

Why these appeals matter?
The Prime Minister’s appeals are 

not aimed at creating fear or panic. 
They are precautionary economic 
measures designed to prepare India 
against the impact of global instability 
caused by wars and international con-
flicts. India, despite being one of the 
world’s fastest-growing economies, is 
not completely insulated from these 
international developments. That is 
why the government is encouraging 
citizens to contribute through respon-
sible economic behaviour for one 
year.

(The writer is senior journalist)

QUOTE OF THE DAY
There are no shortcuts to 
any place worth going. - 
Beverly Sills

T
he evolving partnership between India and 
Italy reflects far more than the strengthening 
of bilateral ties between two friendly nations. 
It signals the emergence of a new geopolitical 
and economic architecture linking the Indo-Pa-
cific and the Mediterranean - a strategic space 
increasingly being described as the ”Indo-Me-
diterranean.” In an era marked by geopoliti-

cal uncertainty, technological transformation and economic 
realignment, the growing convergence between New Delhi and 
Rome carries significance not only for the two countries, but also 
for Europe, Asia and the wider Global South.

The relationship between India and Italy has undergone a re-
markable transformation in recent years. What was once a lar-
gely conventional diplomatic engagement has now matured into 
a broad-based strategic partnership rooted in shared democratic 
values, economic complementarities and a common commit-
ment to multipolarity and strategic autonomy.

At the political level, the chemistry between Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni has 
injected visible momentum into bilateral ties. More importantly, 
however, institutional cooperation between the two nations has 
deepened across sectors ranging from defence and technology to 
energy and infrastructure.

This partnership comes at a crucial global moment. The wor-
ld order is being reshaped by technological disruption, supply 
chain reconfiguration, climate pressures and intensifying stra-
tegic competition. Countries are increasingly seeking trusted 
partnerships that combine economic resilience with political 
reliability. India and Italy appear well positioned to offer each 
other exactly that.

The economic logic behind the partnership is compelling. 
Italy remains one of Europe’s manufacturing and industrial 
powerhouses, renowned globally for design excellence, precision 
engineering and advanced industrial capabilities. India, on the 
other hand, represents one of the world’s fastest-growing major 
economies, powered by a vast market, demographic strength, en-
gineering talent and an increasingly vibrant start-up ecosystem.

The synergy between ”Made in Italy” and ”Make in India” 
therefore has immense strategic potential. The proposed In-
dia-European Union Free Trade Agreement could further ac-
celerate this process by opening new avenues for investment, 
technology transfer and integrated supply chains.

The ambition to push bilateral trade beyond €20 billion by 
2029 is realistic if both countries sustain momentum in sectors 
such as defence manufacturing, clean energy, machinery, auto-
motive components, pharmaceuticals, textiles, agri-business 
and tourism. The growing presence of Indian companies in Italy 
and Italian industries in India already reflects rising business 
confidence.

Yet the most consequential dimension of the partnership 
may well be technological cooperation.

The 21st century will be defined by leadership in areas such 
as artificial intelligence, quantum computing, advanced ma-
nufacturing, cybersecurity, semiconductors and critical mine-
rals. India’s digital scale and innovation ecosystem, combined 
with Italy’s industrial sophistication and research infrastructu-
re, create the possibility of genuine co-creation rather than me-
rely transactional cooperation.

Particularly noteworthy is the shared emphasis on hu-
man-centred technology and ethical artificial intelligence. At 
a time when concerns are mounting globally over algorithmic 
manipulation, surveillance capitalism and the misuse of AI in 
democratic processes, India and Italy are advocating a more ba-
lanced approach.

India’s concept of ”MANAV” - placing humans at the centre 
of technology - and Italy’s ”algor-ethics” philosophy rooted in 
European humanist traditions reflect an important attempt to 
ensure that technological progress strengthens rather than we-
akens human dignity and democratic freedoms.

This vision also has strong implications for the Global South. 
India’s digital public infrastructure model, which has already 
drawn attention internationally, offers scalable and affordable 
solutions for inclusive governance. Coupled with Italian experti-
se in industrial systems and ethical regulatory frameworks, the 
partnership could help create more equitable digital ecosystems 
for developing nations.

Equally significant is the growing cooperation in defence 
and strategic security. Both India and Italy recognise that econo-
mic prosperity depends fundamentally on secure trade routes, 
resilient supply chains and stable geopolitical environments. 
Maritime security in the Indian Ocean, Mediterranean and ad-
joining sea lanes is increasingly interconnected.

This explains the strategic importance of the India-Middle 
East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC), which seeks to esta-
blish a modern network of transport, logistics, energy and digi-
tal connectivity linking India with Europe through West Asia. 
Italy’s geographic position as a gateway to Europe and India’s 
centrality in the Indo-Pacific naturally align within this vision.

If successfully implemented, IMEC could become one of the 
defining infrastructure projects of the coming decades, reducing 
logistical dependence on traditional chokepoints while resha-
ping patterns of global trade and connectivity.

Energy cooperation is another pillar with long-term impli-
cations. India’s aggressive push towards renewable energy and 
green hydrogen production aligns closely with Italy’s advanced 
expertise in renewable infrastructure and energy technologies. 
Collaboration in solar power, hydrogen systems, smart grids 
and resilient infrastructure could become central to Europe’s 
wider clean energy transition.

Joint participation in initiatives such as the International 
Solar Alliance, Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure 
and Global Biofuels Alliance further demonstrates the conver-
gence of priorities between the two countries.

Importantly, the India-Italy partnership is not confined me-
rely to economics or geopolitics. It is also deeply civilisational 
in character.

India’s philosophical traditions rooted in ”Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam” - the world as one family - and Italy’s Renaissan-
ce-era humanist traditions both place strong emphasis on hu-
man dignity, cultural exchange and social harmony. In a world 
increasingly fractured by nationalism, conflict and technologi-
cal alienation, these shared civilisational values provide a softer 
but equally important foundation for cooperation.

However, the success of this strategic partnership will de-
pend on implementation. Grand declarations must translate 
into sustained institutional coordination, faster investment 
flows, technological collaboration and stronger people-to-people 
exchanges. Bureaucratic delays, regulatory barriers and geopo-
litical instability in surrounding regions could otherwise slow 
momentum.

Nevertheless, the direction is unmistakable. India and Italy 
are no longer merely engaging as bilateral partners; they are po-
sitioning themselves as important stakeholders in shaping the 
future of an interconnected Indo-Mediterranean order.

As global power centres continue to shift eastward and tra-
ditional alliances undergo redefinition, partnerships based on 
strategic trust, democratic values and economic complementa-
rity will become increasingly valuable. The India-Italy relations-
hip offers precisely such a framework.

The emerging Indo-Mediterranean century may still be in its 
formative stage, but New Delhi and Rome appear determined to 
ensure they help shape its foundations together.
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 has launched 
an inter‑regional 
handloom initiative 
to develop a 
premium Kota‑Eri 
fabric.

The blend will
✅Preserve traditional 
weaving techniques
✅Create sustainable 
livelihoods for 
artisans
✅Strengthen 
India’s handloom 
heritage through 
value‑addition & 
skill exchange  
~ Dr. Himanta 
Biswa Sarma, CM 
Assam
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REGIONAL

GUWAHATI

The Government of Assam has an-
nounced a series of austerity meas-
ures, including a 20 per cent reduc-
tion in fuel expenditure and a 10 per 
cent cut in departmental spending, 
amid concerns arising from the on-
going crisis in West Asia.

The measures were issued 
through an executive order titled 
“Advisory on Austerity Measures” 
by Finance Commissioner and Sec-
retary Jayant Narlikar on Monday.

Under the directive, all govern-
ment departments and district ad-
ministrations have been instructed 
to reduce revenue and establish-
ment expenditure by 10 per cent 
during the current financial year.

However, expenditures related 
to salaries, pensions, debt repay-

ment and charged expenditure 
have been exempted from the cuts.

The order also mandated a 20 

per cent reduction in spending on 
Petrol, Oil and Lubricants (POL) 
during the financial year.

“In the interest of administra-
tive propriety and in view of the 
national appeal arising from the 
prevailing crisis in West Asia, the 
government considers it necessary 
to enforce additional measures of 
fiscal prudence and economy,” the 
order stated.

As part of the government’s 
green mobility initiative, depart-
ments have been directed to prior-
itise electric vehicles while hiring 
vehicles for official use.

The government has also en-
couraged the use of public trans-
port, carpooling and electric vehi-
cles to reduce fuel consumption.

According to the order, the 
Transport Department will sepa-
rately issue notifications regard-
ing incentives for electric vehicle 
purchases and the expansion of EV 

charging infrastructure across the 
state.The Department of Housing 
and Urban Affairs has been direct-
ed to begin transitioning municipal 
public transport systems towards 
non-fossil fuel alternatives over the 
next 12 months.

The Guwahati Municipal Cor-
poration has also been tasked with 
gradually moving towards a fully 
green public transport system.

The government further in-
structed departments to enhance 
revenue generation and conduct 
energy audits to minimise electric-
ity wastage.

Municipal bodies have been 
asked to reduce unnecessary power 
consumption, including the waste-
ful use of street lighting.

The order stated that the pre-
vailing situation requires “height-

ened administrative readiness and 
national solidarity”, making strict 
compliance with the austerity di-
rectives necessary until further 
notice.

The government has also decid-
ed to defer foreign visits by minis-
ters and government officials for 
the next six months, except in cases 
involving national or strategic in-
terests, education, medical emer-
gencies or visits to immediate fami-
ly members residing abroad.

Such visits will require prior ap-
proval from Himanta Biswa Sarma.

Additionally, all departments 
have been instructed to route reve-
nue-generating activities exclusive-
ly through the Electronic Govern-
ment Receipt Accounting System 
platform to strengthen financial 
monitoring and transparency.

‘Made in Assam’ 
Semiconductor 

Production to 
Begin Soon at 

Tata’s Jagiroad 
Facility: Himanta 

Biswa Sarma

 BJP Training Drive Aims to 
Build Dedicated Grassroots 

Karyakartas:Patton

Pema Khandu, Amit Shah Review Strategic 
Infrastructure Projects in Arunachal Pradesh

Assam Govt Enforces Austerity Measures, Cuts 
Fuel Spending and Departmental Expenditure

Assam Assembly Session Begins, UCC 
Bill Set to Dominate Proceedings

GUWAHATI
Himanta Biswa Sarma on 
Wednesday said semiconduc-
tor chip production would 
begin soon at the Tata Semi-
conductor Assembly and Test 
facility being developed at 
Jagiroad, marking the rollout 
of “Made in Assam” semicon-
ductor products.The Chief 
Minister visited the under-con-
struction Tata Semiconductor 
Assembly and Test (TSAT) 
plant in Jagiroad to review the 
progress of the project, which 
is being seen as a major mile-
stone in Assam’s industrial 
and technological expansion.
According to the Chief Minis-
ter’s Office, Sarma inspected 
the ongoing construction work 
and directed officials and proj-
ect representatives to ensure 
the timely completion of the 
facility.

Describing the semiconduc-
tor plant as a landmark initia-
tive for both Assam and India’s 
semiconductor ambitions, Sar-
ma said the facility would have 
the capacity to manufacture up 
to 48 million semiconductor 
chips per day.

The chips are expected to 
cater to sectors such as auto-
mobiles, telecommunications, 
consumer electronics and arti-
ficial intelligence-driven tech-
nologies.Sarma said the project 
holds strategic importance as 
semiconductors form the back-
bone of modern technology and 
global supply chains. He added 
that the facility would position 
Assam at the centre of India’s 
push for technological self-re-
liance and advanced manu-
facturing under the “Make in 
India” and “Make in Assam” 
initiatives.The Chief Minister 
also said the project would gen-
erate thousands of direct and 
indirect employment opportu-
nities, promote the growth of 
ancillary industries and help 
create a skilled technology 
workforce in the Northeast.

GUWAHATI

The All Assam Students’ Union has 
announced statewide protests on May 
22 against the rising prices of essential 
commodities and fuel across Assam.
AASU president Utpal Sarma said the 
sharp increase in the prices of daily 
essentials was placing an unbearable 
financial burden on common people 
and accused the authorities of failing 
to effectively control inflation.

In a message shared on social 
media, Sarma said prices of essen-
tial goods were “burning high” and 
warned that public protests had 
become unavoidable in the absence 
of meaningful government interven-
tion.

According to the student organ-
isation, demonstrations will be or-
ganised across different districts of 
Assam demanding immediate steps 
to reduce the prices of food items, fuel 
and other daily necessities.

AASU stated that the prices of 
several household commodities, in-
cluding rice, pulses, edible oils, sug-
ar, vegetables, fruits and dry fruits, 

have increased significantly in recent 
weeks in markets across the state.The 
organisation also highlighted that ris-
ing fuel prices have further worsened 
the situation by increasing trans-
portation and supply costs, leading 
to higher market prices of essential 
goods.AASU said the continued rise 
in living expenses was severely affect-
ing ordinary families, students and 
economically weaker sections who 
are struggling to manage daily house-
hold costs amid inflationary pressure.
The student body maintained that 
despite growing public concern, ef-
fective measures to control price rise 
have not been visible, prompting the 
decision to launch statewide protests.

The demonstrations scheduled 
for May 22 are expected to witness 
participation from AASU units and 
members across the state.

The announcement comes amid 
broader public anxiety over inflation 
and the rising cost of living follow-
ing recent increases in fuel prices 
linked to developments in West 
Asia and global market condi-
tions.

WOKHA
Bharatiya Janata Party’s organ-
isational training initiatives are 
aimed at strengthening the party 
structure, deepening ideological 
understanding and preparing 
committed karyakartas to serve 
society more effectively.

Patton made the remarks 
while attending the District Level 
Training Programme under the 
Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya 
Prashikshan Mahabhiyan 2026 
organised by the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party at Riphyim village in 
Wokha district.Addressing the in-
augural session, the Deputy Chief 
Minister said such programmes 
were important for equipping 
party workers with greater clar-
ity, discipline and commitment 
towards public service.He said 
the initiative seeks to strengthen 
the BJP’s organisational founda-
tion while promoting ideological 
awareness and responsibility 
among party karyakartas.“The 
initiative reflects our commit-

ment towards strengthening the 
organisation, deepening ideo-
logical understanding and pre-
paring dedicated karyakartas to 
serve society better,” Patton said.
The Deputy Chief Minister also 
highlighted the developmental 
progress achieved under the lead-
ership of Narendra Modi, stating 
that the BJP remained commit-
ted to nation-building, good gov-
ernance, inclusive development 
and public service.According 
to Patton, programmes such as 
the Prashikshan Mahabhiyan 
play a crucial role in preparing 
party workers to engage more 
effectively with the public and 
contribute meaningfully towards 
governance and social develop-
ment.The event was attended by P 
Bashangchang, Advisors Kropol 
Vitsu and K Konngam Konyak, 
BJP Nagaland president Benja-
min Yepthomi, state secretary P 
M Ghosh, BJP town councillors 
from Wokha and party workers 
from different districts.
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NEW DELHI

Pema Khandu   met Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah in New Delhi 
to review the progress of several 
projects of national and strategic 
importance currently underway 
in Arunachal Pradesh.

According to officials, the meet-
ing focused on key infrastructure 
and development initiatives being 
implemented in the frontier state, 
which shares international borders 
with China, Bhutan and Myanmar.

Following the meeting, Khandu 
expressed gratitude to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, Amit 
Shah and the Union Government 
for their “unwavering support and 
continued commitment” towards 
the development of Arunachal 
Pradesh.

Among the major projects dis-
cussed were the proposed 1,748-km 

Frontier Highway along the Line 
of Actual Control (LAC), the Trans 
Arunachal Highway and multiple 
hydropower projects aimed at 
strengthening India’s renewable 
energy capacity.

The state government has also 
been working closely with the 
Ministry of Home Affairs on stra-

tegic infrastructure development, 
road connectivity in remote bor-
der districts and the expansion of 
telecommunications networks in 
sensitive frontier regions.

Officials said the ongoing 
projects are expected to signif-
icantly improve connectivity, 
strengthen border infrastruc-

ture, enhance strategic pre-
paredness and boost economic 
development in the northeastern 
state.The Frontier Highway pro-
ject, regarded as one of the most 
ambitious infrastructure initia-
tives in the region, is expected 
to connect remote border vil-
lages and improve mobility in 
areas located close to the India-
China border.The meeting also 
reviewed the implementation 
status of other projects being 
carried out under various cen-
tral schemes aimed at improving 
transport, energy and commu-
nication infrastructure across 
Arunachal Pradesh.

Khandu reiterated the state 
government’s commitment to 
working closely with the Centre 
to accelerate infrastructure 
development and strengthen 
connectivity in border areas.

Meghalaya Reaffirms Commitment to Assam 
Border Talks After Fresh Tension in Lapangap

AASU Calls Statewide 
Protest in Assam Over 

Soaring Prices of Essential 
Commodities

GUWAHATI

The 16th session of the Assam Legis-
lative Assembly will begin on May 21, 
with the election of a new Speaker and 
the proposed introduction of the Uni-

form Civil Code (UCC) Bill expected to 
dominate the four-day sitting.

Himanta Biswa Sarma on Wednes-
day outlined the schedule of the ses-
sion, which will continue till May 26, 
excluding Saturday and Sunday, and 
indicated that the government was 
prepared to move ahead with key legis-
lative business, including the much-de-
bated UCC Bill.

“Tomorrow marks the beginning 
of the Assembly session and the new 
Speaker of the House will be elected 
first. Following that, we will move 
ahead with important legislative mat-
ters, including the Uniform Civil Code 
Bill,” Sarma told reporters.

Reiterating the BJP-led govern-
ment’s commitment to implementing 
the UCC, the Chief Minister said the 
legislation was part of the promises 
made before the Assembly elections 
and would now be formally introduced 
in the House.

“We had made a commitment earli-
er that once we returned to power, we 
would bring the Uniform Civil Code in 
the first Assembly session. We are now 
moving ahead in that direction and the 
Bill will be introduced during this ses-
sion,” he said.

The proposed legislation is expected 
to trigger intense debate both inside 
and outside the Assembly.

While the government has main-
tained that the UCC seeks to establish 
equal civil laws for all citizens irre-

spective of religion, Opposition par-
ties and several social organisations 
have raised concerns over its possible 
impact on personal laws, customs and 
community-specific practices.

However, the Chief Minister did not 
disclose details of the proposed legisla-
tion, with the state government yet to 
make the draft Bill public.

Sarma also expressed confidence 
about the passage of the Bill, signalling 
that the government was politically 
prepared for what is likely to become 
one of the most closely watched legis-
lative exercises in recent years.

Apart from the UCC Bill, the As-
sembly session is also expected to pro-
vide clarity on a possible expansion of 
the state cabinet.

Hinting at a reshuffle and induc-
tion of new ministers, the Chief Minis-
ter said the exercise was likely to take 
place in the first week of June after the 
conclusion of the Assembly session.

“Regarding cabinet expansion, it 
is likely to happen in the first week of 
June after the Assembly session. The 
process will happen gradually,” he 
said.

The upcoming session assumes 
political significance as it marks the 
first major legislative sitting after the 
BJP-led alliance returned to power in 
Assam, with the proposed UCC legis-
lation expected to emerge as the cen-
trepiece of the government’s new term 
agenda.

We change our voice when 
we talk to people we like.

SHILLONG

The Meghalaya Democratic Alli-
ance government has reiterated 
its commitment to resolving the 
long-pending border dispute with 
Assam through dialogue and 
mutual understanding following 
fresh tensions in the Lapangap 
area along the inter-state border.

Meghalaya Cabinet Minister 
and government spokesperson 
Wailadmiki Shylla said on Tues-
day that incidents of tension in the 
disputed region were not new and 
similar flare-ups had occurred in 
the past as well.

Fresh unrest surfaced in Lap-
angap after local farmers were 
allegedly prevented from cultivat-
ing paddy fields they claimed to 
have farmed for generations.

Following the incident, the 
Meghalaya government deployed 
a large contingent of Meghalaya 
Police personnel, including com-
mandos, to maintain law and or-
der in the border village.

Several organisations, includ-
ing the Federation of Khasi Jain-

tia and Garo People and the Khasi 
Students’ Union West Jaintia Hills 
unit, criticised the government 
over the unresolved border issue 
and accused authorities of failing 
to find a permanent solution.

Representatives of the organi-
sations also alleged that they were 
obstructed by Assam Police per-
sonnel while attempting to visit 
the affected area in solidarity with 
local farmers.

Earlier, residents of Lapan-
gap, including villagers, women, 
elders and farmers, staged a pro-

test march to the Secretariat and 
submitted a memorandum to the 
Meghalaya government seeking 
immediate intervention to safe-
guard their rights, livelihoods and 
security.

Addressing reporters, Shylla 
said six out of the 12 areas of dif-
ference between Meghalaya and 
Assam had already been resolved 
during the first phase of border 
talks under the MDA government.

“From the day we started ne-
gotiations with the Assam govern-
ment, our commitment has been 

to completely resolve all the 12 
areas of difference,” he said.

The minister added that nego-
tiations over the latest situation in 
Lapangap were continuing, with 
Deputy Commissioners and Su-
perintendents of Police from both 
states remaining in close contact 
to prevent further escalation.

However, Shylla expressed 
concern over the approach of 
the Karbi Anglong Autonomous 
Council, alleging that verbal 
agreements reached during dis-
cussions often changed within 
hours, complicating negotiations.

He also said discussions on the 
border issue had slowed tempo-
rarily due to elections in Assam 
but expressed optimism that talks 
would resume after the formation 
of the new government in the 
state.

The Meghalaya government 
reiterated that it believes a rea-
sonable and lasting solution to the 
border dispute can be achieved 
through sustained dialogue and 
cooperation between the two 
neighbouring states.



NATIONAL

 NEW DELHI

Even as WHO warned that sus-
pected cases and deaths due to 
Ebola may rise further, India 
on Wednesday said there is no 
reported case of the viral disease 
in the country so far.

 Chairing a high-level review 
meeting to assess preparedness 
and response measures regard-

ing Ebola Virus Disease (EVD), 
Union Health Secretary Punya 
Salila Srivastava advised states 
and UTs “to ensure readiness at 
all levels”.

 India quickly swung into 
action after the World Health 
Organization (WHO) on Sunday 
declared an Ebola outbreak 
in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo and Uganda a “public 

health emergency of interna-
tional concern”.

 Officials said India remains 
fully vigilant and prepared to 
respond swiftly to any emerging 
situation. “India has already 
pressed into service proactive 
preventive measures and has 
also enhanced surveillance and 
preparedness,” official sources 
said. “The government of India 

has proactively strengthened 
surveillance and preparedness 
measures across the country as 
an abundant precaution,” they 
added. 

During the meeting, the 
union health secretary said that 
detailed SOPs covering pre-ar-
rival and post-arrival screening, 
quarantine protocols, case man-
agement, referral mechanisms, 
and laboratory testing have 
already been shared with all 
states and UTs.

 Srivastava also emphasised 
the importance of coordinated 
surveillance, timely reporting, 
and preparedness of designated 
health facilities. 

“All concerned ministries 
and departments have also been 
sensitised and are undertaking 
appropriate preventive and sur-
veillance measures in coordina-
tion with the Health Ministry,” 
the officials said. 

“India has prior experience 
in handling such situations 
effectively, including during the 
2014 Ebola outbreak in Africa, 
when similar precautionary 
measures were implemented 
successfully,” they added.

 “Citizens are advised to 
not panic, while continuing 
to follow official advisories 
and updates issued by health 
authorities,” the official added. 

There have been 600 sus-
pected cases of Ebola and 139 
suspected deaths due to the 
outbreak, the WHO said on 
Wednesday. So far, 51 cases 
have been confirmed in Congo, 
which reported the first case, 
and two in Uganda.

 WHO chief Dr Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus on 
Wednesday said that the out-
break of the Bundibugyo spe-
cies of Ebola was likely to have 
started “a couple of months 
ago”.

LONDON

As NATO counts down to its annual sum-
mit in Turkey in July, the alliance is facing 
perhaps the biggest challenge in its histo-
ry – what a potential future without the 
United States, or US security guarantees, 
would look like.

 In recent weeks, the Trump adminis-
tration has taken a series of steps widely 
interpreted in European capitals as retalia-
tion for allies’ reluctance to more strongly 
support the US position in the Iran war. 
It has announced the withdrawal of 5,000 
troops out of Germany, halted the deploy-
ment of 4,000 troops to Poland and even 
reportedly considered moves to suspend 
Spain from the alliance.

Europe was already uneasy about 
Washington’s broader strategic intentions. 
Increasingly, NATO allies are realising 
they can no longer depend on the United 
States for their security and will have to 
shoulder far greater responsibility them-
selves.

 At a NATO defence minister meeting 
in February, the US under secretary of 
defence for policy, Elbridge Colby, intro-
duced the idea of “NATO 3.0”. This would 
entail Europeans assuming a much larger 

role in conventional deterrence. The US, 
meanwhile, would prioritise strategic 
competition with China and supporting 
European security more selectively and 
from greater distance.

 At the same time, the White House 
has reportedly been pushing to roll back 
decades of NATO’s mission expansion 
and keep Ukraine and NATO’s four Indo-
Pacific partners (Japan, South Korea, 
Australia and New Zealand) out of the 
annual summit in July.

This reflects a broader transforma-
tion in US strategic thinking. NATO is no 
longer viewed as a political community 
and a pillar of the liberal international 
order. Increasingly, it is seen as a nar-
rower military arrangement whose value 
depends on whether Europeans can shoul-
der more of the burden themselves and 
remain compliant with Trump’s agenda.

 In this new paradigm, the United 
States is not simply asking European 
allies to spend more. It is telling Europe 
to do more with less American hardware, 
a looser political alignment, and fewer 
guarantees.

 Plus, there’s a deeper problem: the 
erosion of trust within the alliance and 
the assumptions that have underpinned 

NATO’s deterrence posture for decades.
The result is a “Europeanised NATO” 

emerging by necessity rather than design. 
What such an alliance would actually look 
like remains unclear.

 One thing is certain: one single coun-
try won’t simply replace the United States 
as alliance leader. No European power 
possesses the capabilities, resources or 
political legitimacy to fill that role alone. 
Instead, leadership will likely come from 
the most capable states acting together.

That trend is already visible in 
“Europe’s minilateral moment”. The E3 
group (Britain, France and Germany) and 
newer E5 coalition (with Italy and Poland), 
for example, have begun accelerating coor-
dination among Europe’s leading military 
powers.

These arrangements are not alterna-
tives to NATO. Rather, they may become 
the mechanisms through which a stronger 
European focus inside NATO is organised.

 But this is where the uncertainties 
begin. A more Europeanised NATO is 
far from guaranteed to become a more 
cohesive NATO. The alliance has long 
struggled with the strategic cacophony 
of its 32 members, driven by divergent 
threat perceptions, regional priorities and 
strategic cultures. As American leadership 
recedes, those differences may become 
even sharper and harder to manage.

 A more Europeanised alliance is, at 
least initially, likely to narrow its focus 
on collective defence and deterrence to 
counter Russia’s militarism and its ongo-
ing war against Ukraine.

 The broader agenda that expanded 
after the Cold War to include crisis man-
agement and cooperative security may 
increasingly become secondary. This 
included efforts to address global security 
challenges (such as supporting capacity 
building in countries affected by violent 
conflict), counter-terrorism operations, 
and enhancing energy and maritime 
security.

Yet, many NATO allies, particularly 
those on NATO’s southern flank, contin-
ue to argue that crisis management and 
cooperative security must remain core 
alliance functions. For countries facing 
instability across North Africa and the 
Middle East, migration pressures, ter-
rorism and maritime insecurity, NATO 
cannot be concerned only with Russia.

 NATO’s cooperative security partner-
ships in the Indo-Pacific are also increas-
ingly important, even though they are 
no longer openly supported by the US 
administration.

Cooperation with Japan, South Korea, 
Australia and New Zealand (known as the 
IP4) has emerged as perhaps NATO’s most 
promising cooperative-security frame-
work, precisely because it strengthens 
the alliance’s core deterrence mission.

 Unlike many earlier partnership initi-
atives, this is tied directly to defence-indus-
trial cooperation, technological resilience, 
security of supply chains for defence-crit-
ical materials, and strategic signalling.

 The “new NATO” is by no means a 
settled compact. It is an alliance caught 
between competing visions, profoundly 
uncertain political commitments from 
erstwhile supporters, and unresolved 
strategic questions.

Europe is moving towards greater 
responsibility for its security, but without 
a clear consensus on what greater strategic 
autonomy ultimately means.

The central question facing NATO 
today is not whether the alliance sur-
vives. It almost certainly will in some 
form, as one should never underesti-
mate the binding power of bureaucra-
cies.The real question is what kind of 
alliance emerges and how credible it 
remains. Will it be a narrower mili-
tary pact laser-focused on continental 
defence? Or a broader political-secu-
rity community capable of managing 
the full spectrum of crises affecting 
Europe?

NEW DELHI

India  slammed Pakistan at 
the United Nations Security 
Council, accusing it of carry-
ing out cross-border attacks on 
Afghan civilians and describing 
such actions as consistent with 
a country that “bombs its own 
people” and engages in “system-
atic genocide”. 

The remarks came after 
P a k i s t a n ’ s  P e r m a n e n t 
Representative to the UN, Asim 
Iftikhar Ahmad, raised the 
issue of Jammu and Kashmir 
during the annual open debate 
on the protection of civilians 
in armed conflict, held under 
China’s presidency of the 
Council for May. 

Responding strongly, India’s 
Permanent Representative to 

the UN, Harish Parvathaneni, 
said it was “ironic” that 
Pakistan, with long-tainted 
record of genocidal acts”, had 
sought to comment on matters 
that were internal to India.

 Parvathaneni referred 
to estimates by the United 
Nations Assistance Mission in 
Afghanistan, which document-
ed around 750 civilian deaths 
and injuries in Afghanistan 
during the first three months 
of 2026 due to cross-border 
violence allegedly involving 
Pakistani military forces.

 According to UNAMA 
estimates cited by India, 94 of 
95 civilian casualty incidents 
were attributed to Pakistani 
security personnel. 

The Indian envoy also 
referred to an alleged air strike 

in Kabul during Ramzan, claim-
ing that Pakistan had targeted 
the Omid Addiction Treatment 
Hospital in March, resulting in 
civilian casualties.

 Quoting UN estimates, he 
said the strike killed 269 civil-
ians and injured 122 others, 
adding that the facility could 
not have been considered a 
legitimate military target.

 “It is hypocritical to espouse 
high principles of internation-
al law while targeting inno-
cent civilians in the dark,” 
Parvathaneni said, adding that 
the strikes had taken place after 
evening tarawih prayers.

  He further cited UN esti-
mates indicating that more 
than 94,000 people had been dis-
placed by cross-border violence 
in Afghanistan, and said such 
actions reflected Pakistan’s 
repeated attempts to “exter-
nalise internal failures”.

 Drawing a historical par-
allel, Parvathaneni referred 
to Operation Searchlight in 
1971, accusing Pakistan of car-
rying out systematic violence 
in former East Pakistan, now 
Bangladesh. 

India also reiterated con-
cerns over cross-border ter-
rorism, asserting that coun-
tries sponsoring or sheltering 
terror groups must be held 
accountable. “No cause or 
grievance can justify deliber-
ate attacks against civilians,” 
Parvathaneni said, while under-
scoring the need to regulate the 
use of drones, artificial intelli-
gence and autonomous systems 
in conflict situations in accord-
ance with international law. 

He also said civilian pro-
tection could not rely solely 
on humanitarian responses 
and called for a comprehen-
sive approach to addressing 
violence aimed at achieving 
political objectives, including 
terrorism.

INTERNATIONAL

TEHRAN

At least 42 US aircraft, includ-
ing fighter jets and drones, 
were lost or damaged during 
Operation Epic Fury launched 
on February 28 against Iran, 
according to an official report 
by the Congressional Research 
Service (CRS).

 The report said the num-
ber of aircraft damaged or 
destroyed may be revised due 
to factors such as classification, 
ongoing combat activity and 
attribution.

 The reported losses and 
damage include four F-15E 
Strike Eagle fighter jets, one 
F-35A Lightning II fighter air-

craft, one A-10 Thunderbolt II 
ground-attack aircraft, seven 
KC-135 Stratotanker aerial 
refuelling aircraft, one E-3 
Sentry airborne warning and 
control system (AWACS) air-
craft, two MC-130J Commando 
II special operations aircraft, 
one HH-60W Jolly Green II 
helicopter, 24 MQ-9 Reaper 
drones and one MQ-4C Triton 
drone.

 The CRS, which provides 
policy and legal analysis to 
the US Congress and its 
committees, said it compiled 
the data by reviewing news 
reports and statements issued 
by the Department of Defence 
and the US Central Command.

 The report comes amid 
growing scrutiny of the finan-
cial costs of military opera-
tions in Iran. During a hearing 
of the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on May 12, 
Acting Pentagon Comptroller 
Jules W. Hurst III said the 
estimated cost of operations 
had risen sharply.

“A lot of that increase 
comes from having a refined 
estimate on repair or replace-
ment costs for equipment,” 
he said.

According to Hurst, the 
Department of Defense’s cost 
estimate for military opera-
tions in Iran has increased to 
$29 billion.
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India slams Pakistan at 
UN, says ‘heinous acts’ 

no surprise from country 
bombing its own people

NATO would survive a US 
withdrawal. But what kind of 

alliance would it become?

US lost 42 aircraft, 
including fighter 

jets, MQ-9 Reaper 
drones in Iran war, 

says report

‘No Ebola case, India 
prepared for challenge’: 

Ministry reviews measures
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We are looking for 
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West Bengal Interested 
candidates (College 
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register at https://
northeastintegrationrally.
in/Volunteer_Registration.
aspxor, send an email: 
neintegrationrally@gmail.
com
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viders etc. can enlist themselves or 
advertise their products or services at 
the most reasonable cost in InfoCom 
Diary. Send your details to InfoCom 
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Students can apply for a three-
months internship with KRC 
Foundation. During the internship 
the student can get an opportu-
nity to work on a live project. On 
successful completion the stu-
dent is awarded a certificate. 
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 5eforsuccess@gmail.com
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participants receives a digital participa-
tion certificates. Send articles at: info@
krcfoundation.org
For Details Visit:
 https://bit.ly/NEIndiaWritingStarContest 
www.krcfoundation.org/campaigns-csr/
ne-india-writing-star-contest

PROF. M.M. GOEL 

The recent appeals made by Prime Minis-
ter’s Narendra Modi to the nation 
regarding economic self-reliance, 
civic responsibility, and disciplined 
public conduct deserve serious 
attention and thoughtful reflec-
tion. At a time when geopolitical 
tensions in West Asia are generat-
ing uncertainty in global energy 
markets, trade flows, and economic 
stability, the Prime Minister’s em-
phasis on national preparedness, 
restraint, and collective responsi-
bility is both timely and statesman-
like.

The Needonomics School of 
Thought (NST), a Kurukshet-
ra-based think tank, strongly 
supports the call for disciplined 
public participation and “civic Sa-
tyagraha” in response to emerging 
global challenges. Such an appeal is 

not merely administrative advice; 
rather, it 
reflects 
a deeper 
moral and 
national 
necessity in 
an increas-
ingly inter-
dependent 

and vulnerable global economy.
India today confronts a complex 

international environment marked 
by fluctuating crude oil prices, 
supply-chain disruptions, infla-
tionary pressures, and strategic 
uncertainties. Under such circum-
stances, economic resilience cannot 
be achieved solely through govern-
ment policies, fiscal measures, or 
monetary interventions. National 
strength also depends upon the 
conscious participation of citizens 
through responsible behavior, 
moderation in consumption, and 
commitment to collective national 
priorities.

The Needonomics School of 
Thought advocates the principle 
of “Needo-consumption,” which 
emphasizes mindful, judicious, and 
righteous use of goods, services, 
and natural resources. Needonom-
ics clearly distinguishes between 

genuine human needs and exces-
sive, wasteful, or status-driven 
consumption. In periods of inter-
national uncertainty and economic 
stress, this distinction becomes 
even more significant for maintain-
ing national economic stability and 
social balance.

The Prime Minister’s appeal for 
fuel conservation and reduction in 

The difference between 
promises and memories is 
that we break promises and 
memories break us. 
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The Prime Minister’s Seven Appeals: 
A Needonomics Framework for 

Responsible Citizenship
unnecessary imports reflects not 
merely economic prudence but also 
patriotic responsibility. Excessive 
and wasteful consumption weak-
ens national resilience, increases 
dependence on imports, and places 
avoidable pressure on foreign ex-
change reserves and public financ-
es. A society guided by moderation 
and necessity develops stronger 
foundations for long-term sustain-
ability, self-reliance, and economic 
discipline.

Equally important is the Prime 
Minister’s appeal urging citizens to 
remain alert, aware, and awake to 
the seriousness of evolving global 
developments. Democracies func-
tion effectively only when citizens 
move beyond passive expectation 
and become active participants 
in national responsibility. Civic 
awareness, disciplined consump-
tion, and energy conservation 
should not be viewed merely as 
temporary responses to crisis situ-
ations. They must become endur-
ing habits for building a resilient, 
responsible, and mature nation.

India’s civilizational ethos has 
always emphasized restraint, bal-
ance, simplicity, and ethical living. 
The philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi 
regarding simplicity, self-discipline, 
and moral responsibility remains 
profoundly relevant even in the 
contemporary global economy. 
The concept of “civic Satyagraha” 
can therefore emerge as a powerful 
moral instrument for promoting 
responsible citizenship, reducing 
wasteful lifestyles, conserving 
national resources, and strengthen-
ing social unity during challenging 
times.

The present global uncertainty 
should also be viewed as an oppor-
tunity for accelerating long-term 
structural reforms in renewable en-
ergy, public transport systems, local 
manufacturing, rural self-reliance, 
and sustainable production prac-
tices. Economic self-reliance does 
not imply isolationism or disen-
gagement from the global economy. 
Rather, it signifies the ability of a 
nation to withstand external shocks 
with confidence, balance, adaptabil-
ity, and internal strength.

Needonomics further empha-
sizes that true development lies 
not in unlimited consumption but 

in balanced well-being. A nation 
becomes genuinely strong when its 
citizens voluntarily practice mod-
eration, conserve resources, avoid 
extravagance, and place collective 
welfare above narrow individual 
indulgence. Sustainable prosperity 
emerges not from reckless accu-
mulation but from disciplined and 
ethical living.

The Prime Minister’s seven 
appeals should therefore be viewed 
not merely as policy suggestions 
but as the foundation of a broader 
national ethical framework for 
responsible citizenship in uncer-
tain times. If sincerely embraced 
by society, these principles can 
strengthen India’s economic stabil-
ity, reduce external vulnerabilities, 
and promote a culture of disciplined 
and sustainable development.

The Needonomics School of 
Thought believes that crises often 
provide opportunities for moral 
awakening and institutional re-
form. The present moment calls for 
unity, awareness, restraint, and 
constructive public participation. 
Citizens, industries, educational 
institutions, local governments, and 
civil society organizations all have 
important roles to play in strength-
ening national resilience.

India has repeatedly demonstrat-
ed its ability to overcome difficult 
challenges through collective 
wisdom, discipline, and social 
solidarity. With responsible leader-
ship and conscious citizenship, the 
country can successfully navigate 
present global uncertainties and 
emerge stronger, more self-reliant, 
and more sustainable in the years 
ahead.

The message underlying the 
Prime Minister’s appeals is ulti-
mately a call for national charac-
ter-building. Economic resilience is 
not merely an outcome of produc-
tion and consumption statistics; 
it is equally the result of ethical 
conduct, civic discipline, and social 
responsibility. A nation that learns 
to balance aspiration with restraint 
and growth with sustainability 
creates a durable foundation for 
long-term peace, prosperity, and 
collective well-being.

Prof. M.M. Goel, Propounder, 
Needonomics & Former Vice-Chan-
cellor
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