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‘CM taking revenge’:
Congress alleges Vendetta
as Pawan Khera appears
before Assam police

GUWAHATI
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At least three church leaders were
feared Kkilled and several others
injured after suspected militants
ambushed a convoy of the Thadou
Baptist Association in Manipur’s
Kangpokpi district on Wednesday,
triggering widespread condemna-
tion from Kuki-Zo organisations and
church bodies.

According to preliminary re-
ports, the attack took place between
Kotzim and Kotlen villages near
Zero Point/Saheibung Peak when
church leaders were returning to
Kangpokpi from Churachandpur
after attending the United Baptist
Convention conference at Chieng-
konpang in Lamka.

Sources alleged that the attackers
were suspected members of the Ze-
liangrong United Front-Kamson fac-
tion and associated armed groups.

Among those reportedly killed
was Rev. V. Sitlhou, former Gener-
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Church Leaders Ambushed in Manipur’s
Kangpokpi, Three Feared Dead

Kuki Inpi Manipur AIIeges Ambush on Church Leaders, Warns of Highway Blockade

al Secretary of the Manipur Baptist
Convention and current president
of the Thadou Baptist Association.
Sources said two other pastors also
died in the ambush, although offi-
cials had not yet confirmed the total
number of fatalities at the time of
reporting.Several others sustained
injuries in the attack. The injured
were identified as Rev. SM Haopu,
Rev. Hekai Simte, Rev. Kaigoulun,
Rev. Paothang, Pastor Paogou, along
with two drivers identified as Lelen
and Goumang.

Sources said the church lead-
ers were travelling in two vehicles
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when armed assailants allegedly in-
tercepted and attacked them.

The incident sparked strong re-
actions from Kuki-Zo civil society
groups and church organisations,
many of which described the attack
as an “unprovoked aggression” tar-
geting religious leaders.

Earlier, Kuki Inpi Manipur had
warned that repeated attacks in
Kuki-dominated areas could trig-
ger widespread unrest and possible
blockades along national and state
highways if authorities failed to take
prompt action.The ambush comes
amid continuing tensions and secu-
rity concerns in Manipur following
the ethnic violence that erupted
across the state in May 2023.

No official statement had been
issued by police or security agencies
regarding the identities of the at-
tackers or the exact circumstances
surrounding the ambush. Authori-
ties are expected to launch a detailed
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investigation into the incident.

Kuki Inpi Manipur has alleged
that church leaders from the Kuki
community were ambushed by sus-
pected members of the Zeliangrong
United Front-Kamson faction and
valley-based insurgent groups be-
tween the Kotzim and Kotlen areas
in Manipur.In a statement shared on
social media on Tuesday, the organ-
isation described the alleged attack
as an “unprovoked aggression” and
warned that the incident could trig-
ger a strict blockade of national and
state highways passing through Ku-
ki-dominated areas if authorities fail
to intervene promptly.

The organisation urged the con-
cerned authorities to take imme-
diate steps to address the situation
and prevent any further escalation
of tensions in the region.

Kuki Inpi Manipur, however, did
not immediately provide details re-
garding casualties or injuries linked
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to the alleged ambush.

The development comes amid
continuing ethnic and security ten-
sions across several parts of Mani-
pur following the outbreak of vio-
lence in the state in May 2023.

The warning from the organisa-
tion has heightened concerns over
possible disruptions along key high-
way routes connecting hill districts
with other parts of the state.

The incident also comes at a time
when security agencies remain on
high alert in vulnerable areas of
Manipur amid sporadic reports of
armed activity and inter-communi-
ty tensions.

No official statement had been is-
sued by the police or security agen-
cies regarding the allegations at the
time of reporting. Authorities are
expected to verify the circumstances
surrounding the reported ambush
and assess the security situation in
the affected areas.

Assam Assembly
session from May 21;

Himanta Sarma stresses

Senior Congress leader Ripun Bora on May 13 accused
Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma of pur-
suing a “personal vendetta” against Congress national
spokesperson Pawan Khera after the latter appeared
before the Crime Branch at Pan Bazar Police Station in

Guwabhati for questioning.

Speaking to reporters, Bora said Khera appeared be-
fore the investigating officer as a “law-abiding citizen” in
compliance with directions linked to the bail granted by

the Supreme Court.

“Pawan Khera has come and appeared before the
Crime Branch because when bail is granted, there is a
provision that the person has to cooperate with the inves-
tigation and appear before the concerned police station
for interrogation,” Bora said. Calling the questioning a
“routine process” under legal procedure, Bora main-
tained that Khera was complying fully with the court’s
directions and would be released after interrogation.
However, the Congress leader alleged that the case had
turned into a matter of personal prestige for the Assam

Chief Minister.

“Tt is definitely personal vendetta because the Chief
Minister has taken it as his personal issue. CM ordered
the arrest of Pawan Khera for a very petty reason,” Bora

alleged.

He further claimed that while allegations can be
made by anyone in a democracy, it is ultimately the

court that decides their validity.

“Whether allegations are true or not will be ascer-
tained by the competent court. But the CM took the mat-

ter personally and ordered his arrest,” Bora said.

WHO SAID WHAT

Assam’s identity will be
preserved

be fulfilled

and Bengal, the Eastern

%’ ~ Dr. Himanta Biswa
Sarma, CM, Assam.

IMD issues fresh
heavy rain alert for
Assam, Meghalaya

till May 18
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Guwahati Planetarium

to Host Week-Long

Astronomy Festival with

DAIl manifesto promises will
IWith BJP Govts in Assam

region will see a new wave
of security and development

continuity in governance

GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Wednesday an-
nounced that the first session of
the 16th Assam Legislative As-
sembly will begin on May 21, with
newly elected legislators set to take
oath during the upcoming sitting.

Speaking shortly after assum-
ing office for a second consecutive
term, Sarma said the government
would immediately resume admin-
istrative work and focus on imple-
menting its governance agenda
without delay.

“From today onwards, the
government will officially start
its work. During today’s Cabinet
meeting, we will decide how many
days the Assembly session will
continue and what business will be
taken up,” the chief minister said.

According to sources, the As-
sembly session is likely to contin-
ue for three days beginning May
21, during which the newly elected
MLASs will formally take oath.

Earlier in the day, Himanta
Biswa Sarma, accompanied by
four Cabinet colleagues, visited the
memorial of Assam’s first Chief
Minister and Bharat Ratna Gopi-
nath Bordoloi at Silpukhuri in Gu-
wahati to pay floral tributes before
formally beginning the govern-
ment’s second-term functioning.

“Our government, before for-
mally beginning work, visited the
memorial of Bharat Ratna Gopi-
nath Bordoloi to seek his blessings
so that we can continue to work
for Assam’s security and develop-

ment,” Sarma said.

The chief minister reiterated
that safeguarding Assam and pro-
tecting the interests of Assamese
people would remain among the
top priorities of the government
during its new tenure.

“The protection of Assam, As-
samese people and Indians is our
responsibility, and the people will
witness it through our work,” he
added.

Highlighting continuity in gov-
ernance, Sarma said the new ad-
ministration would carry forward
initiatives launched during its
previous term rather than starting
afresh.

“This is not a completely new
government; it is a continuation.
The work we started earlier will
continue in the same manner. The
time for speeches is over with the
end of the elections. People now ex-
pect work from us,” he said.

The BJP-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) recently
returned to power in Assam for a
third consecutive term after secur-
ing a decisive mandate in the As-
sembly elections.

Himanta Biswa Sarma was
sworn in as chief minister at a
grand ceremony in Guwahati in
the presence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah.

Along with Sarma, four MLAs
from the BJP and its alliance part-
ners - the Asom Gana Parishad
(AGP) and the Bodoland People’s
Front (BPF) - also took oath as min-
isters.

The India Meteorological Department
(IMD) has issued a fresh weather alert
warning of widespread rainfall and
thunderstorms across Assam and several
northeastern states over the coming days,
with heavy to very heavy rain likely in
parts of the region till May 18.According
to the IMD, scattered to fairly widespread
light to moderate rainfall accompanied by
thunderstorms, lightning, and gusty winds
reaching speeds 0f40-50 kmph is expected
over Assam, Meghalaya, and Arunachal
Pradesh between May 12 and May 16.
The weather office has further predicted
isolated heavy rainfall over Arunachal
Pradesh from May 13 to May 18 and over
Assam during May 12 to May 18. Similar
heavy rainfall activity is also likely
across Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram,
and Tripura between May 14 and May
17.The IMD has additionally warned
of very heavy rainfall over Assam and
Meghalaya from May 13 to May 17, while
Arunachal Pradesh may witness very
heavy showers on May 17 and 18.Heavy
rainfallmeasuring between 7cmand 11cm
hasalready been recorded at isolated loca-
tions across Sub-Himalayan West Bengal,
Assam, and Meghalaya during the past
24 hours, indicating an intensification of
pre-monsoon activity in the region.
Meteorological data also shows that
Assam has so far received 11 per cent
excess rainfall during the ongoing
pre-monsoon season, which began on
March 1.Meanwhile, the IMD stated that
conditions are gradually becoming favour-
able for the onset of the southwest mon-
soon over parts of the South Bay of Bengal,
the Andaman Sea, and the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands towards the end of this
week.The latest alert comes amid fore-
casts of improved monsoon rainfall over
parts of the Northeast this year after the
region experienced five consecutive years
of below-normal monsoon precipitation

ISRO, TIFR Participation

GUWAHATI

The Guwahati Planetarium is set
to host a six-day Astronomy Fes-
tival from May 14 to 19, bringing
together leading astronomers,
scientists and space researchers
from some of India’s premier sci-
entific institutions for a series of
public outreach and educational
programmes.

The festival is being organised
in collaboration with the Astro-
nomical Society of India under
Assam’s Science and Technology
Department. Experts from insti-
tutions such as the Indian Space
Research Organisation, Tata In-
stitute of Fundamental Research
and Indian Institute of Astrophys-
ics are expected to participate in
the event.

According to officials, the fes-
tival aims to popularise astron-
omy and space science among
students, teachers and the general
public through interactive learn-

ing and direct engagement with
scientists.

Director of the Guwahati Plan-
etarium, Rituparna Thakuria,
said the initiative has been de-
signed to foster scientific curiosi-
ty and encourage young learners
to explore the field of astronomy.

She said the event would pro-
vide students and teachers from
across the Northeast an oppor-
tunity to interact with eminent
scientists and gain practical expo-
sure through workshops and sky
observation sessions.

The six-day programme will
feature hands-on training work-
shops for teachers and students,
popular science lectures, inter-
active discussions and telescopic
sky observation sessions. Organ-
isers said the activities are in-
tended to make astronomy more
accessible and engaging for par-
ticipants of all age groups.

Visitors attending the festival
will also receive free access to
planetarium shows and the As-
tronomy Gallery throughout the
event.

Officials said the Astronomy
Festival seeks to inspire greater
interest in scientific learning and
emerging developments in space
science, particularly among chil-
dren and young students in the
region.

The collaborating body, the
Astronomical Society of India,
is among the country’s leading
professional organisations repre-
senting astronomers and astro-
physicists.
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As Prime Minister Narendra Modi calls for auster-
ity measures and reduced VIP convoys amid eco-
nomic uncertainty linked to the Iran war and rising
global oil prices, Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma is already operating with one of the
leanest high-security convoys among Indian Chief
Ministers.

Despite being under Z Plus security cover, Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma’s convoy within Guwahati
reportedly consists of only six vehicles, according
to official sources. Unlike many high-profile politi-
cal movements seen across the country, the Assam
Chief Minister’s convoy does not include separate
ambulance or jammer vehicles during routine trav-
elin thecity.

Officials said this minimal convoy structure
is not a recent adjustment following the Centre’s
call for fuel conservation and expenditure control.
Sources familiar with the Chief Minister’s security
arrangements stated that Sarma has consciously
maintained a compact and operationally efficient
convoy system over the last five years, including
after assuming office for a second consecutive term.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently urged
governments and public representatives to adopt

fuel savmg measures, reduce nonessentlal expen
diture, encourage the use of electric vehicles, and
limit convoy sizes in view of the economic pressure
arising from global geopolitical tensions and volatile
oil prices.

Against this backdrop, Assam’s convoy model is
being viewed as an example of administrative min-
imalism without compromising security require-
ments.

However, officials noted that the convoy size
tends to increase during the Chief Minister’s visits
outside Guwahati, mainly due to the addition of
district administration teams, police officials, and
departmental officers accompanying review meet-
ingsand field inspections.To address this, the Assam

government is now considering the introduction of
a “caravan-style” official vehicle for district tours.
According to sources, the proposed system would
allow senior bureaucrats, district officials, and key
administrative personnel to travel together with the
Chief Minister in a larger integrated vehicle during
inter-district visits.Officials said the idea is aimed
at reducing the number of accompanying vehicles
while simultaneously improving administrative
coordination. Travel time could also be utilised for
governancerelated discussions, project reviews,
and planning meetings on the move, helping save
both time and public resources.The proposal is seen
as being in line with the Centre’s broader austerity
narrative and could emerge as a model for reduc-
ing VIP movement expenditure without affecting
governance efficiency or security management.The
move also reflects a wider trend among BJP-led gov-
ernments to project administrative restraint, fuel
conservation, and cost-cutting measures following
the Prime Minister’s appeal for economic prudence
amid global instability.

Assam’s Mrigashree Baruah emerges first run-
ner-up at Miss Grand India 2026

Assam’s Mrigashree Baruah delivered a stand-
out performance at the Miss Grand India 2026 finale,
finishing as the first runner-up as contestants from

Northeast India made a strong impact at the na-
tional beauty pageant held in New Delhi.The fourth
edition of the competition concluded at Talkatora
Stadium on May 12, with Tamil Nadu’s Lakshita
Thilagaraj being crowned Miss Grand India 2026.
The 22-year-old computer science engineer from
Chennai will now represent India at the Miss Grand
International 2026 pageant scheduled for October.
Baruah’s impressive finish highlighted the growing
visibility of northeastern contestants on the national
stage. Meghalaya’s Tanvi Marak secured the second
runner-up position, while contestants from Sikkim
and other northeastern states also featured promi-
nently among the finalists.

Saanjh Khurana of Uttar Pradesh, Reshmi
Deokota of West Bengal, and Sneha Tamang of Sik-
kim completed the top six rankings, underlining
the strong representation from the Northeast at this
year’s event.The pageant, held from April 29 to May
12, featured nearly 29 contestants representing states
and union territories across India. Participants com-
peted in multiple rounds, including talent, swimsuit,
national costume, and a Bollywood-themed gala seg-
ment.

This year’s edition also marked the debut partici-
pation of several states on the Miss Grand India plat-
form, including Manipur, Andhra Pradesh, Hary-

Himanta Sarma’s lean convoy model
aligns Modi’s austerity push

ana, Uttarakhand, and Tamil Nadu.During the final
question-and-answer segment, several northeastern
contestants drew attention for their outspoken re-
sponses on issues ranging from inclusivity and dis-
crimination to women’s safety and sexual violence.

Speaking on inclusivity and constitutional val-
ues, Assam’s Mrigashree Baruah called for greater
openness and acceptance in society. She said people
should be “open to knowledge, open to people, open
to newness of life,” while invoking Article 21 of the
Constitution, which guarantees the right to life with
dignity.Sneha Tamang of Sikkim directly addressed
the issue of racial discrimination faced by people
from the Northeast. Stressing the need for equality
and recognition, she said northeastern people con-
tinue to face questions about their identity despite
being an integral part of India.

Meanwhile, Meghalaya’s Tanvi Marak spoke
strongly on crimes against women, advocating
stricter punishment in rape cases and asserting that
Jjusticeand humanity mustremain the top priority
for policymakers.Winner Lakshita Thilagaraj
focused her final response on promoting peace
and empathy through education. Emphasis-
ing India’s diversity as a strength, she argued
that compassion and understanding should be
taught to children from an early age.
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WASTE
VIOLATIONS

peer-reviewed study published
in the Journal of Applied Bio-
analysis has laid bare what many
healthcare administrators may
have preferred to keep quiet:
government-run health centres
across Kashmir are engaged in
systematic, widespread violations of India’s Biome-
dical Waste Management Rules, 2016. This is not a
matter of paperwork irregularities or procedural
lapses. These are dangerous, life-threatening brea-
ches of law that place ordinary citizens, healthcare
workers, sanitation staff, ragpickers, and stray ani-
mals directly affected. The findings demand not me-
rely attention but urgent, decisive action from the
highest authorities.

The study, which assessed 104 Ayushman Arogya
Mandirs-including 28 Primary Health Centres and
76 Sub Centres across 10 districts of Kashmir-found
that not a single facility possessed a centralised
biomedical waste management room. In facilities
that handle syringes contaminated with blood, used
dressings soaked in infectious material, discarded
needles, and pharmaceutical waste, there is no de-
dicated space to safely segregate, store, or process
what is, by any definition, hazardous material. Re-
searchers rightly called this a “critical infrastruc-
ture gap”. It is, in truth, a critical failure to comply
with established norms.

What makes the situation graver still is the man-
ner in which this waste is being disposed of. Nearly
a third of Sub Centres dump biomedical refuse in the
open, while over a quarter resort to open burning.
The toxic plumes from burning medical waste car-
ry dioxins and heavy metals into the air that local
communities breathe. Open dumping contaminated
soil and, critically, during Kashmir’s heavy rainfall
season, seeps into water bodies and underground
aquifers that supply drinking water to thousands
of households. When medical garbage is mixed in-
discriminately with municipal waste, it is not long
before stray dogs tear through it and ragpickers —
among the most economically vulnerable people in
any community — rummage through it with bare
hands, wholly unaware that they are handling ma-
terial that could transmit Hepatitis B, Hepatitis C,
or HIV.

Perhaps the most alarming dimension of this cri-
sis involves discarded syringes and needles. Sharps
pits — designed specifically to prevent the re-entry
of used needles into circulation — were available in
only 32 per cent of Primary Health Centres and a
mere 11 per cent of Subcentres. This is not a trivial
statistic. Used syringes, carelessly discarded, can be
collected by unscrupulous individuals, repackaged,
and sold back into the medical supply chain. An ac-
cidental needle-stick injury to a passerby or a child
playing near a dumping site can result in a lifelong
chronic illness. These are not hypothetical risks;
they are documented public health realities.

What compounds the outrage here is the question
of accountability. All healthcare facilities operating
in India are legally required to maintain records of
biomedical waste disposal and submit compliance
reports to the relevant authorities. The Biomedical
Waste Management Rules, 2016, are explicit and en-
forceable. Inspection teams — the same teams that
regularly audit private clinics and nursing homes,
often levying fines for minor infractions — are ap-
parently not subjecting government-run facilities
to the same rigour. It is, to put it plainly, a double
standard that has allowed systemic non-compliance
to flourish unchecked for years.

It is worth emphasising that the infrastructure
to do this correctly already exists. Common Biome-
dical Waste Treatment Facilities operate across the
districts of Jammu & Kashmir. Fee structures are in
place. Circulars have been issued. Private healthca-
re providers, under the watchful eye of regulators,
largely comply. Only 13 percent of Sub Centres were
found to be sending waste to these authorised faci-
lities. The excuse that treatment infrastructure is
unavailable simply does not hold.

The path forward must be non-negotiable. Every
AAM in Kashmir must be brought into full compli-
ance with the Biomedical Waste Management Rules,
2016 — immediately and without exception. Trained
permanent sanitation staff must be deployed, not
part-time workers with no understanding of ha-
zardous material protocols.

Colour-coded bins, needle destroyers, and sharps
disposal systems must be made universally avai-
lable. Most critically, every facility must submit a
mandatory weekly compliance report on waste dis-
posal to the district health officer, with consequen-
ces for non-submission. Discipline is not optional in
matters of public health. It is the very foundation of
prevention. The institutions that set rules are run-
ning these centres and, as such, cannot claim igno-
rance or other excuses.

The longer we dwell on our
misfortunes, the greater is their

power to harm us. - Voltaire
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ANIL ANAND

The stormy petrel of Indian
politics! She truly fits into the
bill of this adage. A fighter to
the core who refused to accept
“injustice” done to her by her
parent party, the Congress. She
walked-out to set up a politi-
cal party of her own, squarely
based on her street-fighting
skills and enormous capacity to
lead from the front.

Rising from the scratch after
remaining a Union Minister
and president of the West Ben-
gal Youth Congress, Mamta Ba-
nerjee, a maverick to the core,
was and is a rule onto herself
who never accepts any hegemo-
ny but has strong tendency to
dominate.

The white cotton-saree clad
simpleton looking diminutive
woman briskly walking in her
trademark white hawai-chap-
pals led the newly found Trin-
amool Congress to new heights
before the fall with a thud.

Who could have even dreamt
of plotting the downfall of the
Left-citadel anchored by the in-
domitable comrade Jyoti Basu
who remained chief minister of
West Bengal for a record peri-
od? There was none to challenge
with Congress having fallen on
the wayside after further weak-
ening with the quitting of Ms
Banerjee and her supporters.

She did literally achieve what
was perceived to be an impossi-
ble task. The Left’s fortress had
fallen and Ms Banerjee rose
like a colossal. And dominated
West Bengal politics for over a
decade till the debacle of 2026
assembly election came.

Keeping aside the controver-
sies surrounding the poll-pro-
cess for the time being, she was
beaten at her own game- defeat-
ing the Left- by the new emerg-
ing power in state, the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party. The latter
fully trudged on the communal
contours rising on the contro-
versial bogey of Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) of voter lists
by the Election Commission of
India. Ordered in a huff which
resulted in deletion of lakhs
of voters within no time, put
a question mark on the entire
process.

The once a stormy petrel of
the yore was defanged by none
other than a political party,
BJP, with which she had once
been in alliance and became
the railway minister in the Atal
Bihari Vajpayee dispensation.
There is no doubt that her align-
ing with the saffron party at
that juncture opened a window
for the BJP in West Bengal for
the first time, despite the found-
er of the party’s former forma-
tion Bharatiya Jan Sangh, Dr
Shayma Prasad Mukherjee, be-
ing a native of the state.

Was it Ms Banerjee’s miscal-
culation to have sided with the
BJP squarely out of her hatred
for the Congress on the lines of
the socialist brigade led by for-
mer Defence Minister, George
Fernandes?

The cases, though, are not
comparable, strong dislike
for Congress was a common
thread. After all both of them,
born mavericks, were cabinet

colleagues in the Vajpayee gov-
ernment. Both of them over-
shot their respective ideologies
based on secularism to make a
common cause with the “Hin-
dutva agenda” to checkmate the
Congress and at the same time
keep politically afloat.

While Mr Fernandes had
somewhere meekly surren-
dered as during the twilight
of his political career the once
firebrand leader had lost his
sting before the towering Va-
jpayee-Advani duo.

Ms Banerjee stood her ground
and refused to budge before the
same BJP now hemmed by yet
another duo from the same for-
mation, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Home Minister
Amit Shah.

So far so good. All this while
till she lost election and the
chief minister’s chair, Ms Ba-
nerjee abhorred the rickety
I.N.D.I.A bloc of the opposition
parties, at times ridiculing it
particularly Rahul Gandhi. Not
only did she play hide and seek
at crucial junctures but at times
her tantrums weakened the op-
position unity even before it
could take a shape.

Was it to still indirectly help
her erstwhile ally turned enemy
who has ultimately consumed
her? Or was it to force her fel-
low opposition party leaders to
accept her supremacy and lead-
ership unconditionally?

She might not have liked to
help BJP (read Modi-Shah) but
her unpredictability and her
mercurial ways of functioning
did aid the saffron party by
jeopardizing, knowingly or un-
knowingly, the cause of opposi-
tion unity. In the end it added to
Mr Modi’s strength.

Well, true to her nature she
suddenly discovered her long
lost love for the I.N.D.I.A bloc
minutes after her defeat. A sul-
len and crestfallen Ms Banerjee
in her first press conference af-
ter a massive BJP “wave” talk-
ed of her next goal to strength-
en the alliance. “Not as a leader
but as a commoner (read work-

oy W

er)”, was the catch phrase of
her presentation.

Except for Mr Gandhi (read
Congress) most of the oppo-
sition leaders and their out-
fits seem to have ignored the
“might” of Mr Modi despite the
BJP failing to muster a simple
majority on its own in the 2024
Lok Sabha elections.

The three glaring examples
are those of Shiv Sena (UBT)
chief Uddhav Thackeray, Na-
tionalist Congress Party supre-
mo Sharad Pawar, both the par-
tiesarenow splitand theleaders
nursing their wounds, and now
Mamta Banerjee lording over
the defeat of Trinamool Con-
gress. But for marginal splits in
her ranks, here and there, she
withstood the Modi-Shah com-
bine’s onslaught at engineering
amajor split as has happened in
the other two parties.

Who can forget the uncere-
monious transition of Nitish
Kumar from Bihar’s chief min-
ister, vacating the chair for
BJP, to Rajya Sabha MP. And
Biju Janata Dal chief Naveen
Patnaik is licking his wounds
after being waylaid by an “old
and trusted ally” the BJP.

However, the duo seemed to
have other plans down their
sleeves which an overconfi-
dent and arrogant Ms Banerjee
either ignored to see through
or inimitably decided to take
the things head-on.

Was she ignorant about the
ground realities and changing
the electoral map and people’s
mind? Did she fail to counter
the polarizing agenda of the
BJP and fell in their trap to
match it with a similar count-
er though of a different shade?

These and many more ques-
tions will haunt her in the
time to come. What baffles one
the most is that why did not
she plan to unitely enter the
poll arena to face BJP’s grow-
ing influence, armed with
statecraft.

It is ironic for the opposition
unity that most of its leaders
remember I.N.D.I.LA only ei-

ther after the electoral defeat
or during the time of crisis. A
sturdy framework for opposi-
tion unity has to be cemented
during normal times with the
leaders keeping their egos and
hypothetical ambitions aside.

No one is sure as to how Ms
Banerjee’s defeat in her na-
tive state will strengthen the
I.N.D.I.A bloc. She has weak-
ened her case to spearhead the
combine enroute to becoming
Prime Ministerial candidate.
Instead, leaders such as her
and DMK chief M K Stalin,
both lost their assembly seats,
should restart the effort at op-
position unity on a very hum-
ble note.

DIGITAL WAR OF WORDS

The “Tiger Mom”’
philosophy that shaped
much of East and
South Asian success is
built on beliefs:

- Excellence is
expected

- Education is the
surest path to security,
status and success

- Discipline, obedience
and relentless effort
matter more than
comfort

- Children are capable
of greatness if pushed
hard enough

Demanding? Yes.
Stressful? Often.
But these moms
have shaped some of
the world’s highest-
performing societies.

~ Harsh Goenka,
Chairman, RPG
Enterprises

JUDEGA BHARAT
JEETEGA INDIA
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As Himanta Biswa Sarma takes oath as Assam CM,

BJP leaders sh

GUWAHATI

As Himanta Biswa Sarma took the oath of B
Chief Minister of Assam for the second time
on Tuesday, the Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP)
leaders showered the CM with greetings and
expressed gratitude to the electors for entrust-
ing the BJP for the third consecutive time.
Union Minister Nitin Gadkari said, “We
thank the public for bestowing their trust on
the BJP, and we will fulfil their expectations.”
Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal ex-
tended greetings to Sarma and reiterated the
BJP’s commitment to work for the develop-

ment of Assam.

“This is a great day, and we are all proud
as the Prime Minister has come along with all
other senior ministers from the government
of Tndia, and also the Chief Ministers and Dep-
uty Chief Ministers from the different states
havearrived. Under the leadership of Dr Him-
anta Biswa Sarma, we'll be working to make
Assam one of the most developed States in the

NDA 3.0 Government
Will Drive Assam’s
Growth and Inclusive
Development:
Sarbananda Sonowal

GUWAHATI

Union Minister  Sarbananda
Sonowal on Tuesday said Assam
would continue advancing towards
development, peace, prosperity and
self-confidence under the leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma.Sonowal made the remarks
while attending the swearingin
ceremony of the NDA 3.0 govern-
ment in Guwahati in the presence of
senior leaders of the National Dem-
ocratic Alliance, including Union
Home Minister Amit Shah.

Congratulating Himanta Biswa
Sarma on taking oath for a second
consecutive term as Chief Minister,
Sonowal described the occasion as
a historic moment for the people
of Assam.“Today is a historic and
proud day for the people of Assam.
I am deeply moved by the over-
whelming affection, blessings and
enthusiasm shown by the people
during the swearing-in ceremony of
the NDA 3.0 government,” Sonowal
said.He expressed confidence that
Assam would enter a new phase of
development and inclusive gover-
nance guided by the principle of “A
for Assam.”“Under the visionary
and peoplecentric leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi ji,
we firmly believe that Chief Minis-
ter Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma will
lead Assam towards a new era of
development, peace, prosperity and
confidence,” he added.

The Union Minister further stat-
ed that the NDA government would
continue taking strong measures
against infiltration while protecting
theland rights and interests of indig-
enous communities in the state.

According to Sonowal, the gov-
ernment’s new tenure would focus
on rapid growth, selfreliance and
inclusive progress across sectors
including employment generation,
women’s empowerment, agricul-
ture, education, healthcare, indus-
try and infrastructure.

He also said the administration
would continue efforts to preserve
Assam’s cultural heritage, indig-
enous languages and the identity
of indigenous communities while
strengthening the broader vision of
“Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat.”

country,” hesaid.
Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta extend-

ed warm wishes to the Assam CM.
“Duetothe blessings of the public, the BJP

Funding Delays Stall
Progress of Imphal Ring
Road Project in Manipur

IMPHAL

The ambitious Imphal Ring Road
project under Manipur’s long-term
urban development blueprint “Vi-
sion 2042” is facing delays amid
pending payments of nearly Rs 200
crore to executing agencies, raising
concerns over the pace of imple-
mentation.According to reports,
the Public Works Department Ma-
nipur, which is implementing the
project, has yet to clear substantial
dues owed to agencies engaged in
the construction work.

The total estimated cost of the
project stands at Rs 1,760 crore. This
includes Rs 734.71 crore earmarked
for civil works and Rs 447.28 crore
allocated for environmental miti-
gation measures. Additional pro-
visions have been made for green
transport systems, social safeguards
and technical assistance from the
Asian Development Bank (ADB).

The project structure also re-
quires a 10 per cent mobilisation
advance to be released to the exe-
cuting agencies.Officials said that
out of the total project cost, approx-

imately Rs 1,383 crore is expected
to be repaid over time. Under the
funding arrangement, the Manipur
government will bear around Rs 138
crore over a 25-year period, while
the Government of India will cov-
er the interest component.Backed
by financial and technical support
from the ADB, the Manipur govern-
ment has set a target to complete the
51.23-kilometre Imphal Ring Road
by December 2026. The project was
formally launched in February
2025 and is expected to function as
amajor bypass corridor to ease per-
sistent traffic congestion in Imphal
city.The ring road project forms a
key part of the state’s broader urban
planning strategy and is aimed at
improving mobility, reducing travel
time and enhancing overall quality
of life in the capital region.

Authorities have stated that the
project is expected to improve con-
nectivity to markets, healthcare fa-
cilities and educational institutions
while also generating employment
opportunities and boosting eco-
nomic activity.

government of the BJP will take Assam to
new heights,” henoted.

Haryana CM Nayab Singh Saini said, “T
congratulate Himanta Biswa Sarma and un-
der the leadership of PM Modi, the public is
bestowing their trust on BJP.”

Assam.

Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, N.
Chandrababu Naidu, also showcased support,
“We are very happy. This is a great victory,
and the public supports those who work for
development.” Deputy Chief Minister of Ra-
jasthan Diya Kumari extended warm wishes
to the Assam government, underlining that
progressisevident in the State.“With the hard
work of Himanta Biswa Sarma and the vision
of PM Modi, we can see the progress and de-
velopment made in Assam..I wish the Assam
government all the best,” he said.

Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister Ke-
shav Prasad Maurya exuded confidence in
the BJP’s victory in Uttar Pradesh in the 2027
elections for the third time in a row, similar to

“The BJP government has beenformedin
Assamforathird time..Iam confident that the
BJP will also form the government in UP for a
third time in 2027,” he said.

BJP MP Baijayant Panda said, “This isa
historicday...PM Modi focused on the develop-

ower wishes, assure development

government has been formed in the state for a
third time. Textend best wishes to Dr Himanta
Biswa Sarma and his team,” she said.

Newly-elected West Bengal CM Suvendu
Adhikari said that the Assam government
will focus on the state’s development under
the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and CM Sarma. “Under the leadership
of PM Modi and Himanta Biswa Sarma, the
government will work for the development of
the states,” he said Maharashtra Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis expressed happiness
over the appointment of Sarma, saying that he
has worked for the State’s growth.

“It is a matter of happiness the way Him-
anta Biswa Sarma has worked for the welfare
of the public of Assam..The doubleengine

mentin Assam.”

Meanwhile, Himanta Biswa Sarma took
oath as the Chief Minister of Assam for a
second term today.The oath-taking ceremo-
ny, held at the Veterinary College ground in
Khanapara, was graced by the auspicious
presence of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, BJP President Ni-
tin Nabin, senior Union ministers, and
chief ministers and deputy chief minis-
ters from several NDA-ruled states.

Along with Sarma, four ministers -
two from the BJP and one each from its
allies Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) and
Bodoland People’s Front (BPF) - were

also sworn in. They include Rameswar

Teli, Atul Bora (AGP), Charan Boro
(BPF) and Ajanta Neog. Former minis-
ter and senior BJP leader Ranjeet Ku-
mar Dass will be the NDA’s candidate
for the position of Speaker of the state
Assembly.

PM Modi Praises Himanta Biswa Sarma’s

Leadership After

GUWAHATI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday congratulated Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma after he took oath
as Assam Chief Minister for a sec-
ond consecutive term, describing
him as a “wonderful administra-
tor” who has undertaken “pio-
neering work” for the state.

Sarma was sworn in during a
grand ceremony in Guwahati as
the BJP-led National Democratic
Alliance returned to power in As-
sam for a third straight term fol-
lowing a sweeping victory in the
Assembly elections.

In a social media post, Modi
hailed the NDA’s continued suc-
cess in the state and extended his
wishes to Sarma for the new ten-
ure.

“A great day for Assam! For
the third consecutive time, the
NDA Government assumes office.
Congratulations to Dr Himanta
Biswa Sarma Ji on taking oath.
He has made a mark as a wonder-
ful administrator and has done

‘rv

pioneering work for the state. My
best wishes to him for the tenure
ahead,” the Prime Minister said.

Along with Sarma, four min-
isters were inducted into the new
Council of Ministers. Former
Union minister Rameswar Teli,
Asom Gana Parishad president
Atul Bora, United People’s Party
Liberal leader Charan Boro, and
senior BJP leader Ajanta Neog
also took oath as ministers.

39 Assam Rifles Awarded Governor’s

AGARTALA

The 35 Assam Rifles has been con-
ferred the Governor’s Citation 2026
inrecognition of its contributions to
security operations, anti-narcotics
efforts, disaster response, and com-
munity welfare activities in Tripura.

The award was presented during
an investiture ceremony held at Lok
Bhavan in Agartala.

Officials said the battalion has
played a significant role in main-
taining peace and strengthening
security mechanisms in the state
since its deployment in Agartala in
September 2024.

A major area of focus for the
unit has been anti-narcotics opera-
tions carried out under the broader
“Nasha Mukt North East” initiative.
Personnel of the battalion have been
actively involved in efforts to curb
drug trafficking, prevent illegal cul-

tivation, and support enforcement
agencies in cracking down on nar-
cotics-related crimes.

The battalion has also con-

ducted regular area domination
patrols, established mobile vehicle
checkpoints, and participated in
coordinated operations alongside

Citation 2026 f Service in Tripura

the civil administration, police, and
intelligence agencies to bolster the
state’s security framework.

During severe flood situations
in Tripura, Assam Rifles personnel
were involved in rescue and relief
operations, evacuating stranded res-
idents and distributing essential sup-
plies in affected areas. Officials noted
that the battalion’s swift response
helped restore normalcy in several
flood-hit regions.

Apart from security and disas-
ter response duties, the unit has
undertaken various civic outreach
initiatives, includingmedical camps,
educational activities, awareness
drives, and welfare programmes
aimed at strengthening ties with
local communities.

Authorities said the Governor’s
Citation recognises the battalion’s
sustained commitment and multifac-
eted service to the people of Tripura.

Assam Police Intensifies Crackdown on IPL
Betting Networks, Four Held in Silchar

SILCHAR
Assam Police has intensified its statewide
crackdown on illegal IPL betting syndicates,
arresting four persons in Silchar during a
series of intelligence-based raids targeting
online gambling operations allegedly run
through mobile applications and digital pay-
ment channels.

The operation, carried out by Assam Po-
lice in Cachar district, forms part of a broad-
er campaign against illegal betting networks
that authorities say have expanded rapidly
during the ongoing Indian Premier League
season by exploiting smartphone-based plat-
forms and online transactions.

Police officials said the raids were
launched after investigators received spe-
cific intelligence inputs about organised
betting activities allegedly being operated
from multiple locations in Silchar through
mobile applications linked to gambling
transactions.The coordinated operation was
supervised by Rajat Kumar Pal, who led
simultaneous raids at suspected locations
connected to the network.One of the major
raids was conducted at premises on Udayan
Complex Road in Das Colony, where police
allegedly caught three suspected bookies
while operating the betting racket. The ac-
cused were identified as Suman Roy (42),
another Suman Roy (48), and Nitai Roy (40).

Quest

Daydreaming is good for
your brain.

Investigators said preliminary findings
suggest the accused had allegedly been oper-
ating the illegal betting network throughout
the IPL season, facilitating wagers through
online applications and mobile communica-
tion channels. Police estimate that transac-
tions linked to the racket may have exceed-
ed Rs 50 lakh during the tournament period.

Officials stated that the accused were al-
legedly maintaining detailed records of gam-
bling transactions while managing betting
activities through online applications.

During the search operation, police
seized five notebooks allegedly containing
betting calculations, gambling ledgers and
transaction records linked to IPL wagers.
Officers also recovered cash amounting to
Rs 30,190, seven mobile phones suspected to
have been used for coordinating betting ac-
tivities, and a black-coloured bag believed to
be associated with the operation.

Investigators said the betting activities
were allegedly being conducted through a
mobile application identified as “Om777,”
which police suspect was facilitating re-
al-time gambling during IPL. matches. Cyber
investigators are now examining the seized
mobile devices and transaction records to
identify possible links to larger interstate
betting syndicates.Police sources indicated
that the investigation may widen further,
as authorities suspect the network was not
functioning in isolation.In a parallel raid
conducted at Ashram Road in Silchar, police
arrested another accused, Sanjay Das, from
the Sunlight Hospital area under Silchar Po-
lice Station jurisdiction. Officers seized two
mobile phones and cash amounting to Rs

15,100 from his possession.

All four accused were brought to Silchar
Police Station following completion of legal
formalities. Officials confirmed that interro-
gation and technical analysis of the seized
digital devices are currently underway.

Investigators are also attempting to
trace the flow of money involved in the bet-
ting operations, including digital payment
channels, bank transactions and online
wallet activities allegedly used to circulate
gambling proceeds.Police officials said IPL
betting syndicates have increasingly shift-
ed towards app-based operations in recent
years, making detection significantly more
difficult compared to conventional gam-
bling networks. Authorities claim such syn-
dicates frequently rely on encrypted mes-
saging platforms, fake identities and mobile
applications to attract users, collect wagers
and transfer funds anonymously.The rise of
online betting during high-profile sporting
tournaments such as the Indian Premier
League has emerged as a growing concern
for law enforcement agencies across In-
dia. Officials believe the widespread use of
smartphones, digital payment systems and
aggressive online promotion has enabled il-
legal gambling networks to expand rapidly,
particularly among younger users.

Police sources said the latest Silchar
raids are part of alarger statewide campaign
targeting illegal betting operations allegedly
functioning through mobile-based applica-
tions during the IPL season.

The operation comes only days after a
similar crackdown in Barpeta district. On
May 2, police arrested three persons iden-

tified as Jayanta Das, Moyej Uddin Choud-
hury and Nazrul Islam during a special
drive against IPL betting networks. Author-
ities had then recovered six mobile phones
and Rs 7,590 in cash.

The repeated crackdowns indicate that
law enforcement agencies are attempting
to dismantle a wider network of betting op-
erators allegedly functioning across Assam
during the IPL season.

Senior police officials believe illegal bet-
ting networks are generating large volumes
of unaccounted money while also contribut-
ingto cybercrime, financial fraud and social
distress among vulnerable users. Author-
ities have additionally expressed concern
over the increasing use of digital applica-
tions hosted outside India, which often com-
plicates legal action and financial tracking.

Investigators suspect many such ap-
plications operate through proxy servers,
temporary user accounts and anonymous
payment gateways, making it difficult
to identify the masterminds behind the
operations.Police said cybercrime units
are now examining whether the Silchar
betting network had links beyond As-
sam. Officials have not ruled out pos-
sible interstate connections involving
larger gambling syndicates operating
from metropolitan cities and neighbour-
ing states.

Authorities have repeatedly warned
citizens against participating in unau-
thorised gambling operations, noting
that such activities violate existing laws
and may expose users to cyber fraud
and financial exploitation.

In another message, Modi
congratulated the newly inducted
ministers and expressed confi-
dence that they would contribute
to Assam’s development trajecto-
ry

The swearing-in ceremony
was attended by several senior
BJP and NDA leaders, including
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
and Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman. Chief ministers and

Ass__am Swearing-In Ceremony

deputy chief ministers from 22
NDA-ruled states were also pres-
ent.

Several prominent religious
leaders, including 15 Satradhikars
from Assam’s Vaishnavite mon-
asteries, attended the event, high-
lighting its political and cultural
significance.

Also present at the ceremony
was Sergio Gor, who later high-
lighted the growing commercial
engagement between Assam and
the United States.

“Honored to have been invit-
ed to Guwahati today to attend
the swearing-in ceremony of the
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma. The United States and As-
sam have many commercial ties,
and with the CM’s leadership we
will identify many more win-win
scenarios for both of our nations,”
Gor said in a social media post.

Himanta Biswa Sarma first
assumed office as Chief Minister
in 2021 and has since led the BJP
to further consolidate its political
position in Assam.

Kunki Chowdhury’s mother plans
Re 1 defamation suit against
Himanta Sarma over poll remarks

GUWAHATI

Sujata Gurung Chowdhury, moth-
er of Assam Jatiya Parishad (AJP)
leader Kunki Chowdhury, has
said she will file a defamation suit
of Re 1 against Assam Chief Min-
ister Himanta Biswa Sarma over
remarks allegedly made against
her during the recent Assam As-
sembly election campaign.

She has also demanded a pub-
lic apology from the chief minis-
ter, alleging that statements made
during the campaign defamed her
publicly and endangered her fam-
ily members, including her minor
children.

In an open letter posted on X
on May 12, Sujata Gurung Chow-
dhury described herselfas a “com-
mon woman” whose name was
repeatedly mentioned by the BJP
leader during the election period.
She accused Sarma of making
“false allegations” with “malafide
intention” in order to politically
target her daughter, who contest-
ed the Guwahati Central seat as
a candidate of the opposition alli-
ance.

“Hon’ble CM Sirjee, it may be
noted that your defamation suit
will be for an amount of Rs 1.00
(Rupee one only) along with a pub-
lic apology from you,” she wrote
in the letter, though she did not
specify when the legal proceed-
ings would be initiated.

According to Sujata, the chief
minister allegedly referred to her
as a “beef eater”, “non-sanatani”
and “anti-India communist” with-
out any knowledge of her personal
beliefs, culture or background.

“Without knowing anything
about me or my life, my food hab-
its, my culture, my religion, my
ideology or perhaps even me as a
person, you called me a ‘beef eat-
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er’, a non-sanatani, an anti-India
communist,” she stated.

She alleged that the comments
were aimed at shaping an election
narrative and influencing public
opinion against her daughter dur-
ing the campaign.

Kunki Chowdhury, a first-
time electoral contestant from the
Assam Jatiya Parishad, lost the
Guwahati Central constituency
to BJP candidate Vijay Kumar
Gupta, who was also making his
electoral debut.

In the letter, Sujata said she
initially chose not to respond pub-
licly during the election campaign
because engaging with political
attacks at the time “did not make
sense”. However, she said that as
an elected chief minister, Himan-
ta Biswa Sarma was now “answer-
able” to citizens and the public.

While congratulating Sarma
on returning to office for a sec-
ond consecutive term, she also
stressed that every citizen has a
constitutional right to practise
their own religion, culture, food
habits and ideology without fear
or public targeting.

“You may have won the elec-
tion, but my battle will go on as
long as the common man like me
keeps breathing,” she wrote.

Sujata further alleged that
photographs of her minor chil-
dren were circulated publicly
during the controversy, which she
claimed compromised their safety
and security.

“I have not only been defamed
in public, but the photograph of
my minor children being released
in public domains has endangered
their lives,” she alleged.

She signed off the letter de-
scribing herself as a “Hindu by
birth and culture and not by poli-
tics”.
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PM Modi shrinks convoy;
pushes KV use alter call to

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has sharply reduced
the size of his official convoy,
days after calling for auster-
ity measures and urging cit-
izens to cut down on the use
of fuel-driven vehicles.

Official sources said
the downsized convoy was
deployed during the Prime
Minister’s recent visits
to Gujarat and Assam,
shortly after his address in
Hyderabad. The reduction
was carried out while retain-
ing all key security arrange-
ments mandated under SPG
protocol.

Sources added that Modi
has also directed officials to
incorporate electric vehicles
into his convoy wherever fea-
sible, without making fresh
purchases.

The SPG has already start-
ed implementing the instruc-
tion, while ensuring there is
no compromise on mandatory
security guidelines laid down
in the Blue Book.

The Home Minister has
also taken steps to reduce his
convoy to less than half, fol-

reduce fuel consumption

W

lowing the Prime Minister’s
appeals for conservative fuel
use.

There are also indications
from among the ministries
and the departments that
officials are gearing up for
austerity measures in com-
ing days.

The prime minister sug-
gested reducing petrol and
diesel consumption, using
metro rail services in cities,
carpooling, increased use of
electric vehicles, utilising
railway services for parcel
movement, and working
from home to conserve for-
eign exchange.

“We are being directed
across the departments to
identify all possible steps that
canreduce fuel consumption.
The message of the PM is for
all, including us. We are wait-
ing for communication from
the Department of Personnel
& Training (DoPT) detailing
what we should do. But every
department will have to work
out their own plans,” a senior
official said.

The issue of reducing
fuel usage by cutting down
unnecessary travel was also

I | b
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discussed at the informal
group of ministers’ meeting
chaired by defence minister
Rajnath Singh on Monday.

Addressing a gathering
in Secunderabad earlier this
week, the Prime Minister
stressed that patriotism in
present times extends beyond
guarding the country’s bor-
ders and also includes respon-
sible conduct in daily life.

“Patriotism is not only
about the willingness to sac-
rifice one’s life on the border.
In these times, it is about liv-
ing responsibly and fulfilling
our duties to the nation in
our daily lives,” the Prime
Minister had said.

Highlighting the impact
of global disruptions and ris-
ing fuel costs, Modi appealed
to people to reduce petrol
and diesel consumption by
increasingly using public
transport, car-pooling and
electric vehicles. He also
urged citizens to reduce edi-
ble oil consumption to lower
import dependence and called
upon farmers to cut the use
of chemical fertilisers and
move towards natural farm-
ing practices.

Sanatana dharma must be
abolished’: Udhayanidhi
Stalin reignites row in Tamil

\

TAMILNADU

DMK leader and Leader of the
Opposition (LoP) Udhayanidhi
Stalin on Tuesday reiterated his
stand against Sanatana Dharma
in the Tamil Nadu Assembly,
asserting that it “must certainly
be abolished” as it “divides the
people.”

Delivering his maiden speech
as LoP, Udhayanidhi repeat-
ed remarks similar to those he
made in September 2023, which
had sparked nationwide outrage

s
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and triggered multiple court cases
filed by pro-Hindu organisations.

“Sanatana Dharma, which
divides the people, must certain-
ly be abolished,” he said in the
House.

The DMK leader also raised
objections over the alleged side-
lining of “Tamil Thai Vazhthu,”
the Tamil invocation song, during
the recent swearing-in ceremony
of the new government.

Referring to the sequence of
events at the ceremony, he said
the state anthem had been moved

Nadu Assembl

to the third position instead of
receiving its customary priority.
“Such an incident, which hap-
pened during your government’s
swearing-in ceremony, was a mis-
take and you should not permit it
tohappen again in this Assembly.
We will not permit it,” he said.
Udhayanidhi stressed that
“Tamil Thai Vazhthu” must
always be accorded primacy at
all government and public events
in Tamil Nadu.
“I request this government to
ensure that this is never compro-

mised. We must be very vigilant
in protecting our rights and tra-
ditions,” he added.

He claimed the change in
protocol had caused “anger and
shock” among the people of the
state and recalled how the previ-
ous DMK government had resisted
attempts by Governor R N Ravi
to alter established conventions
in 2023.

Outlining the role of the oppo-
sition, Udhayanidhi invoked DMK
founder C N Annadurai, describ-
ing the opposition as the “brakes
of a vehicle” or the “reins of a
bull” needed to steer the govern-
ment in the public interest.

Despite political differences,
he said the opposition intended
to function constructively rather
than merely confront the ruling
dispensation.

He pointed out that the oppo-
sition benches now held num-
bers nearly equal to the treas-
ury benches and welcomed the
increased presence of first-time
MLAs and women legislators in
the Assembly.

Injecting alighter moment into
the proceedings, Udhayanidhi
noted that he, Chief Minister C
Joseph Vijay, and Speaker JCD
Prabhakar were all alumni of
Loyola College, adding jokingly
that the DMK remained the “sen-
ior batch” politically.

Reaffirming commitment
to the Dravidian model of gov-
ernance, he said the opposition
would closely monitor the gov-
ernment to ensure the principle
of “everything for everyone” was
upheld.

He also urged the Speaker to
remain neutral and ensure the
opposition’s voice continued to
reflect the concerns of the people
inside the Assembly.

Hantavirus: Spain reports
new case in passenger
evacuated from cruise ship

THE HAGUE

A Spanish passenger evacuated from
the cruise ship at the center of a han-
tavirus outbreak has tested positive
for the virus, Spain’s health ministry
announced Tuesday as the World Health
Organization said it has now confirmed
11 cases, including three people from the
cruise who died.

The passenger with the new con-
firmed case of hantavirus was in quar-
antine in amilitary hospital in Madrid,
where 13 other Spanish nationals evac-
uated Sunday —who all tested negative
for the virus — also are staying.

With the evacuation of all passen-
gers and many crew members com-
pleted, the MV Hondius is now sailing
back to the Netherlands, where it will
be cleaned and disinfected.

The director of the World Health
Organization, who was in Madrid, said
all 11 confirmed cases are among passen-
gers or crew of the MV Hondius cruise
ship, including three people who died.
Nine of the 11 cases have been confirmed

as the Andes virus.

“These numbers have changed little
over the past week thanks to the govern-
ments of multiple countries and part-
ners,” Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
the WHO director general, said.

“At the moment, there is no sign
that we are seeing the start of a larger
outbreak,” he added, “but of course the
situation could change, and given the
long incubation period of the virus,
it’s possible we might see more cases
in the coming weeks.”

Meanwhile, 12 staff members at
a Dutch hospital where a hantavirus
patient is being treated were told to
quarantine after incorrectly handling
bodily fluids.

In a Paris hospital, a French
woman evacuated from the stricken
ship remained in intensive care in sta-
ble condition. The French government
was holding two new hantavirus emer-
gency meetings Tuesday, the prime
minister said.

Health authorities say it’s the first
hantavirus outbreak on a cruise ship.

While there is no cure or vaccine for
hantavirus, the WHO says early detec-
tion and treatment improves survival
rates.

Hantavirus, COVID, norovirus,
legionnaires’: why are cruise ships so
prone to disease outbreaks?

A total of 87 passengers and 35 crew
were escorted from the ship to shore
in Tenerife by personnel in full-body
protective gear and breathing masks
in a carefully choreographed effort
that ended Monday night. Remaining
crew members then took on supplies
and set course for the Dutch port city
of Rotterdam, the ship’s operator
Oceanwide Expeditions said.

Two aircraft arrived in the south-
ern Dutch city of Eindhoven overnight.
The first was carrying 19 of the ship’s
crew and three medics. The Dutch
nationals were taken home to quaran-
tine and the others, including 17 crew
members from the Philippines, were
sent to a quarantine facility set up by
Dutch health authorities.

A second plane landed later in

Eindhoven chartered by Australian
authorities and carrying six Hondius
passengers — four Australians, one
person from New Zealand and a British
national who lives in Australia, accord-
ing to the Dutch foreign ministry. It
said the passengers will remain in
quarantine near the airport and contin-
ue their journey toward Australia “as
soon as possible.” Australian authori-
ties did not immediately respond to a
request for more details.

Hantavirus usually spreads
from rodent droppings and is not
easily transmitted between people.
But the Andes virus detected in the
cruise ship outbreak may be able to
spread between people in rare cases.
Symptoms — which can include fever,
chills and muscle aches — usually
show between one and eight weeks
after exposure.

WHO chief Tedros has advised that
returning passengers should stay in
quarantine, either in their homes or
in other facilities, for 42 days. He added
that WHO cannot enforce its guidance,
and that different countries may han-
dle the monitoring of passengers with-
out symptoms in different ways.

Twelve employees at a Dutch hospi-
tal where a passenger from the Hondius
is being treated have to quarantine for
six weeks after improperly handling
bodily fluids, Radboud University
Medical Center said in a statement
Monday night.The “risk of infection
is low” the hospital said, but was
requiring the dozen employees to go
into preventive quarantine as a “pre-
caution.” The hospital in the eastern
city of Nijmegen received a passenger
last week from one of the evacuation
flights that landed in the Netherlands
and the person has since tested positive
for hantavirus.

Blood and urine from the patient
should have been handled “according
to a stricter procedure,” the hospital
said.

Israel demolishes about 50
Palestinian shops ahead of
settlement-linked road project

in occup

WEST BANK

Israeli bulldozers tore down
dozens of Palestinian shops
on the edge of a town south-
east of Jerusalem this week,
clearing land ahead of a settle-
ment-linked road project in the
occupied West Bank.
Palestinian officials has
said theroad is part of a broader
plan to keep Palestinian vehi-
cles off a new highway being
built to serve nearby illegal
Israeli settlements. Israel,
meanwhile claimed the dem-
olitions were needed to make
way for a road serving local
Palestinian communities.
That project is part of a stra-
tegic section of the West Bank
known as E1, which Israel is
developing with the intention
of preventing the establishment
of a Palestinian state.“The
shops that were demolished
are where Israel is planning
to build a new road that will
divert all Palestinian traffic to
thatroad so that they can close
down the whole area of E1 for
Palestinians,” said Hagit Ofran,
director of the antisettlement
group Peace Now. The project
would lead to the displacement
of thousands of Bedouin Arabs
living in the area, Ofran said.
Tuesday’s demolitions took
place in the town of al-Eizari-
ya, less than a week after some
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owners received notices to
evacuate shops built without
permits. Attorneys appealed,
up to Israel’s Supreme Court,
but the demolitions went ahead.
Israeli authorities alleged
the buildings including car
washes, scrap metal shops
and vegetable stands were built
“illegally” and owners had been
warned for “several years”
enforcement was forthcoming.
COGAT, theIsraeli military
body overseeing civil affairs
in the West Bank, claimed
the structures obstructed con-
struction of the planned road
to connect Palestinian towns.
The Palestinian Authority
says the demolitions are con-
nected to Israel’s plans to
overhaul transportation and
build a tunnel and bypass road
to reroute Palestinian traffic
off a major Israeli highway
linking nearby settlements to
Jerusalem and cutting them off
from large swaths of the West
Bank. They say it will lead
to separate road systems for
Israelis and Palestinians.
Israel has not linked the
demolitions to its plans for E1.
Some of the demolished
shops partially blocked side-
walks and roads leading into
the town. But Palestinians say
proper construction permits
arenearly impossible to obtain
from Israeli authorities, even
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as illegal Israeli settlements
rapidly expand.

Mohammad Abu Ghalieh,
a 48-year-old shop owner, was
dumbfounded that he would
have to start over after the
demolitions.

“Forty-eight years of night
and day to build something
for his children and himself,
and in one day and one night,
everything was gone,” he said.

Daoud al-Jahalin, the head
of nearby village council, said
more than 200 families would
lose their incomes.

The E1 project is especial-
ly contentious because it runs
from the outskirts of Jerusalem
deep into the occupied West
Bank, isolating the cities of
Ramallah and Bethlehem and
hindering north-south move-
ment for the Palestinians.

Both Israeli leaders and
critics of settlements say the
E1 plan would complicate
efforts to establish of a contig-
uous Palestinian state in the
West Bank. Israel is planning
to build some 3,500 apartments
next to the existing settlement
of Maale Adumim.Israel invad-
ed and occupied the West Bank
in the 1967 Mideast war. The
international community over-
whelmingly considers Israeli
settlement construction in the
occupied territory to be illegal
and an obstacle to peace.
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Assam Faces Unprecedented Opposition
Vacuum as NDA Sweep Raises Questions

Over Absence of Leader of 0

he emphatic return of the BJP-
led National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA) to power in Assam
has not only reshaped the state’s
political landscape but also trig-
gered an unusual constitutional
and democratic debate. As Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
began his second consecutive term following the
NDA'’s overwhelming mandate in the 2026 As-
sembly elections, a significant question emerged
almost immediately after the results: will the new
Assam Legislative Assembly function without an
officially recognised Leader of Opposition (LoP)?

For the first time in Assam’s political his-
tory, the possibility of the LoP post remaining
vacant appears real. The discussion has moved
far beyond procedural technicalities and entered
the broader arena of democratic accountability,
legislative balance, and the future of opposition
politics in the state.

The NDA’s massive victory left the Opposi-
tion severely diminished in numerical strength.
In the 126-member Assam Assembly, the BJP
alone secured 82 seats, while the NDA collective-
ly crossed the 100-seat mark with 102 legislators.
On the other hand, the Congress, once the domi-
nant political force in Assam, was reduced to just
19 seats - its worst-ever performance in the state’s
electoral history.

While the scale of the BJP’s triumph rein-
forced the growing dominance of the saffron
party in Assam politics, it also created a con-
stitutional dilemma. Under established parlia-
mentary convention, a party must hold at least
one-sixth of the total strength of the Assembly
to qualify for the post of Leader of Opposition. In
Assam’s case, that number stands at 21 seats. The
Congress, with only 19 MLAs, has fallen short by
two seats.

The issue has suddenly become one of the
most discussed political developments in the
state, overshadowing even parts of the NDA’s
celebrations.

Ironically, months before the election results,
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma had al-
ready hinted at such a scenario. During a political
interaction on February 26, Sarma had remarked
that the Congress might struggle to retain the
LoP position if the electoral arithmetic did not
favour the party. At the time, the statement was
largely interpreted as a political taunt directed at
the Congress and the opposition alliance.

However, the election outcome has trans-
formed that remark into a serious institutional
question.

Legal experts believe the matter is not merely
symbolic. Senior advocate Anisur Rahman ex-
plained that parliamentary conventions govern-
ing legislative bodies require the principal op-
position party to meet the one-sixth benchmark
independently in order to claim the position of
Leader of Opposition.

According to Rahman, the Congress’s inabili-
ty to cross the required threshold means the post
could remain vacant throughout the Assembly’s
term unless political circumstances change.

He observed that every opposition party
would continue to function with its own legisla-
tive leader or president, but there may not be a
formally recognised LoP in the House. That dis-
tinction, he argued, carries both constitutional
and political significance.

What makes the development particularly
historic is that Assam has always had a rec-
ognised Leader of Opposition since the institu-
tional strengthening of the post in the late 1970s.
Political observers note that the LoP position be-
came more formally entrenched in Indian parlia-
mentary democracy after 1977, when opposition
politics acquired greater structural recognition
within legislative functioning.

The current situation therefore marks a po-
tentially unprecedented moment for Assam’s As-
sembly politics.

Political scientist Dhruba Pratim Sharma de-
scribed the LoP as an institution central to dem-
ocratic functioning rather than merely a ceremo-
nial designation. According to him, the position
serves as the principal coordinating mechanism
through which diverse opposition voices are con-
solidated inside the Assembly.

He argued that while opposition parties may
differ ideologically and politically among them-
selves, the LoP acts as the collective face of dis-
sent within the legislature, much like the Chief
Minister represents the executive side of gover-
nance.

Sharma further clarified that alliances or in-
formal understandings among opposition parties
do not automatically qualify a party for the LoP
position. The numerical requirement applies to
an individual party rather than a coalition of op-
position groups.

This means that even though the Congress
may have support or understanding from small-
er parties within the Opposition spectrum, such
cooperation cannot compensate for its indepen-
dent shortfall in numbers.

The debate has consequently reopened larger
conversations about the shrinking space for op-
position politics in Assam over the last decade.

Since the BJP first came to power in Assam in
2016, the state’s political balance has undergone
a dramatic transformation. The Congress, which
once ruled Assam uninterrupted for fifteen years
under former Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, has
steadily lost
ground election
after election.

The 2026 ver-
dict appears to

EnEE; f— have accelerated
Fot 8 Succanstl Tomarow that decline even
further.

Listen to the advice of older
people. Not because they’re
right, but because they have the
most experience being wrong.

Political ana-
lyst Vikas Trip-
athi noted that

while legislative dominance by the ruling party
has been a defining feature of Assam politics
since 2016, the latest election has pushed the im-
balance to an entirely new level.

According to Tripathi, legislative procedures
and parliamentary functioning are fundamen-
tally dependent on numbers. The BJP-led NDA
now enjoys an overwhelming majority capable
of passing legislation with little resistance inside
the House.

He pointed out that although opposition poli-
tics may continue outside the Assembly through
protests, campaigns and organisational mobilisa-
tion, the effectiveness of parliamentary interven-
tion becomes significantly weaker when opposi-
tion numbers are drastically reduced.

Tripathi stressed that the absence of a rec-
ognised LoP should not automatically be inter-
preted as the disappearance of opposition politics
altogether. Rather, he suggested, it signals the
need for opposition parties - especially the Con-
gress - to reorganise themselves politically and
structurally if they wish to remain relevant in
Assam’s evolving electoral landscape.

The challenge before the Congress is therefore
not just parliamentary but existential.

The party now faces the difficult task of re-
building organisational networks, reconnecting
with voters, and redefining its political messag-
ing in a state where the BJP has successfully ex-
panded its influence across multiple social, eth-
nic and regional constituencies.

Observers believe the Congress’s decline
stems from several overlapping factors: leader-
ship instability, organisational fragmentation,
the BJP’s aggressive grassroots expansion, and
the inability of opposition parties to present a
united and credible alternative.

The NDA, by contrast, has managed to project
political stability, developmental messaging, and
strong leadership under Himanta Biswa Sarma.

The Chief Minister’s political style - marked by
administrative visibility, rapid decision-making,
and constant public engagement - has played a
major role in consolidating the BJP’s dominance
in Assam. Under his leadership, the BJP success-
fully positioned itself as the central political force
capable of combining governance, regional aspi-
rations, and national political alignment.

The 2026 election results reflected that consoli-
dation dramatically.

Yet the conversation surrounding the absence
of an LoP has also exposed anxieties about demo-
cratic balance within the Assembly.

Legal experts warn that the issue extends
beyond questions of prestige or procedural hier-
archy. The LoP traditionally plays a key institu-
tional role in coordinating legislative scrutiny,
ensuring accountability, and articulating public
grievances against the government.

Without an officially recognised LoP, critics
fear that opposition interventions inside the As-
sembly could become fragmented and less effec-
tive.

Anisur Rahman argued that one of the major
responsibilities of the LoP is to distribute key is-
sues among opposition legislators during Assem-
bly sessions. This coordinated approach ensures
that different public concerns are systematically
raised and debated.

In the absence of such coordination, there are
fears that many critical issues affecting citizens
may not receive adequate legislative attention.

Rahman expressed concern that weakening
institutional opposition mechanisms could ulti-
mately affect democratic functioning itself. He
warned that when opposition representation be-
comes too marginalised, legislative debate risks
becoming one-sided, thereby reducing the scope
for scrutiny and accountability.

The concern resonates with broader national
debates over the health of parliamentary democ-
racy in India, where several state assemblies and

even the Lok Sabha have witnessed periods of
weakened opposition presence.

Supporters of the BJP, however, argue that
the electoral verdict must be respected as a reflec-
tion of public will. According to them, the NDA’s
massive mandate demonstrates voter confidence
in the government’s governance model, develop-
mental agenda, and political leadership.

From this perspective, the opposition’s re-
duced numbers are not the result of institution-
al exclusion but of democratic choice expressed
through elections.

BJP leaders have repeatedly maintained that a
strong mandate allows the government to pursue
policy decisions more efficiently and implement
developmental programmes without prolonged
political obstruction.

At the same time, political analysts caution
that parliamentary democracy requires more
than numerical majorities. The strength of dem-
ocratic institutions, they argue, depends equally
on the presence of effective scrutiny mechanisms
and meaningful opposition participation.

Historically, the Leader of Opposition has
played an important role not only inside legisla-
tive debates but also in appointments to various
statutory bodies and committees. In many cases
across India, the LoP participates in selection
panels for constitutional and institutional ap-
pointments, thereby ensuring bipartisan consul-

position

tation.

Although the exact implications in Assam
may depend on legal interpretation and proce-
dural adjustments, the symbolic vacuum created
by the absence of an LoP remains politically sig-
nificant.

The development also highlights the fragment-
ed nature of Assam’s opposition space beyond the
Congress.

Regional parties such as Raijor Dal and small-
er opposition formations continue to maintain
pockets of influence, but none possess the numer-
ical strength necessary to alter the broader bal-
ance inside the Assembly.

Raijor Dal chief Akhil Gogoi remains among
the most vocal opposition faces in the state, par-
ticularly on issues concerning land rights, iden-
tity politics, and social justice. However, the
fragmented opposition structure has made coor-
dinated resistance increasingly difficult.

The Congress leadership, meanwhile, faces
mounting internal pressure to reassess its strate-
gy following yet another electoral setback.

Party workers and observers believe the Con-
gress must now decide whether to continue rely-
ing on traditional electoral methods or adopt a
more aggressive grassroots approach capable of
countering the BJP’s political machinery.

Questions are also being raised about leader-
ship renewal within the Assam Pradesh Congress
Committee and the party’s long-term ideological
positioning in the state.

While some within the party advocate stron-
ger alliances with regional forces, others argue
that the Congress must rebuild independently if
it wishes to regain political credibility.

The absence of an LoP could further compli-
cate these challenges by limiting the party’s insti-
tutional visibility inside the Assembly.

As Assam prepares for the 16th Legislative
Assembly session beginning later this month,
attention is now shifting toward how opposition
parties will function in practical terms within the
House.

Much will depend on the Speaker’s interpre-
tation of Assembly conventions and procedural
norms. While the Assembly can continue func-
tioning without an officially recognised LoP, the
political optics of such a situation are likely to
remain contentious.

For many observers, the debate ultimately
goes beyond one designation or one political par-
ty.It raises deeper questions about the evolving
character of democracy in Assam: Can legislative
accountability remain robust when opposition
numbers shrink drastically? How can dissenting
voices remain institutionally effective in the face
of overwhelming majorities? And what happens
when electoral dominance begins to reshape the
balance between government authority and par-
liamentary scrutiny?

These questions are likely to define Assam’s
political discourse in the years ahead.

The BJP-led NDA has unquestionably secured
one of the most decisive mandates in the state’s
history. But alongside that victory comes an
equally historic development - the possibility that
Assam may, for the first time, function without
an officially recognised Leader of Opposition.

As the new government begins its second
term under Himanta Biswa Sarma, the spotlight
will therefore not only remain on governance
and development, but also on whether the state’s
democratic institutions can maintain meaningful
checks and balances in the absence of a formally
acknowledged opposition leader.
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