
Tripura set to launch first live tea 
auction in Agartala in September

Himanta Biswa Sarma 
meets Sitharaman, 

Joshi in Delhi to discuss 
Assam’s key priorities

NEW DELHI
Congress MP from Inner Manipur 
Angomcha Bimol Akoijam has 
urged the Centre to defer the on-
going Census exercise in Manipur, 
arguing that continuing displace-
ment, violence and the absence of 
a credible citizenship verification 
mechanism could undermine the 
accuracy and inclusiveness of the 
enumeration.In a letter to Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah dated 
August 19, Akoijam reiterated 
his earlier demand that both the 
Census and any subsequent de-
limitation exercise in the state be 
postponed until conditions are con-
ducive to a credible count.The MP 
had first raised the issue in the Lok 
Sabha under Rule 377 on March 
30, highlighting concerns over 
conducting the Census amid the 
continuing crisis in Manipur. He 
later wrote to the Centre seeking 
the establishment of institutional 
mechanisms for citizenship veri-
fication, including an NRC and a 
Foreigners Tribunal for the state, 
before the exercise is undertaken.
Akoijam said nearly 60,000 people 
remain displaced as a result of the 
prolonged crisis, while violence 
has also spread to areas that had 
previously remained relatively 
unaffected.He pointed to reported 
clashes among Scheduled Tribe 
communities in Ukhrul, Kamjong 
and Noney districts as another 
indication of the fragile security 

situation. Disruptions along the 
National Highways and difficul-
ties in accessing essential services 
have further complicated normal 
life, he said.

According to Akoijam, a Cen-
sus conducted under such circum-
stances could fail to accurately 
capture the population because a 
large number of displaced people 
may not be in their usual places of 
residence.He has therefore called 
for the exercise to be deferred un-
til normalcy is restored, displaced 
people are rehabilitated and an 
institutional framework for ver-
ifying citizenship is put in place.
The MP clarified that his demand 
should not be interpreted as oppo-
sition to the Census itself. Instead, 
he argued that the exercise must 
be conducted under conditions 
that ensure its figures are accu-
rate, credible and acceptable to the 
people of Manipur.The issue also 
assumes significance because the 
Census is expected to have impli-
cations for any future delimitation 
exercise. Akoijam has warned that 
conducting the enumeration amid 
displacement and an unsettled se-
curity situation could have wider 
consequences for political repre-
sentation in the state.

On Thursday, Akoijam ad-
dressed the national media at the 
AICC headquarters at 24 Akbar 
Road in New Delhi, where he elabo-
rated on his concerns over the Cen-
sus, the continuing crisis in Mani-
pur, citizenship verification and 
the possible implications for de-
limitation.His latest appeal comes 
amid continued efforts to restore 
normalcy in the violence-hit state, 
where displacement and security 
concerns remain key challenges to 
the return of affected communities 
to their homes.

It’s time that tribals start paying 
income tax..only then will we realise 
that burning public vehicles is actually 
burning public money..Right now we 
are so dependent on the Government 
of India for every infrastructure cost..
from roads, to bridges to buildings 
and the money comes from the 
taxpayers of INDIA..So let’s not talk 
big if we are not contributing to the 
economy of the country..   

                                            ~ 
Patricia  Mukhim, Writer, Journalist, 
Meghalaya 

Bimol Akoijam urges Centre to 
defer Census, cites displacement 

and ongoing violence

100 days on, Liangmai 
Naga families seek justice 

for six abducted men
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WHO SAID WHAT 

SHILLONG
The East Khasi Hills district administration has denied 
permission to the Khasi Students’ Union (KSU) to hold a 
sit-in protest at Khyndai Lad, a day after violence during 
a rally in Shillong left several people injured and vehicles 
damaged.

East Khasi Hills Deputy Commissioner Abhilash 
Baranwal said on Thursday that the decision was taken 
in view of Wednesday’s violence, which disrupted peace 
and public order in the city.

The KSU rally on Wednesday turned violent, with 
reports of assaults on several people and attacks on vehi-
cles, including those bearing Assam registration plates.

The unrest triggered panic among motorists and pe-
destrians along the rally route, with masked individuals 
allegedly stopping and targeting passing vehicles. Some 
protesters were also heard raising pro-KSU slogans, 
although their identities and affiliations could not be 
independently verified.Several people were reportedly 
beaten and injured during the clashes. A number of ve-
hicles were allegedly vandalised, while some were set on 
fire as the situation escalated.Government vehicles and 
Assam-registered vehicles were among those reportedly 
targeted, raising concerns over the safety of commuters, 
drivers and transport workers travelling between As-
sam and Meghalaya.

The Seven Star Tourist Cab Operators’ Union and 
other motor vehicle workers’ organisations have con-
demned the alleged attacks on drivers, passengers and 
vehicles. The unions have also raised concerns over 
the safety of transport workers operating along the As-
sam-Meghalaya route amid heightened tensions.

The administration’s decision to deny permission for 
the KSU sit-in comes amid increased security concerns 
in Shillong following Wednesday’s violence.

Get all the latest and updated news 
of today in the evening. For 
subcribing to this e-paper contact 
at -8721838313

Meghalaya denies KSU 
permission for Khyndai Lad 
sit-in after Shillong violence

PERSPECTIVE 

AGARTALA

Tripura is set to launch its first live tea auc-
tion centre in Agartala in September, a move 
aimed at providing local tea producers direct 
access to buyers from across the country and 
strengthening the state’s position in India’s 
tea market.

Preparations for the proposed auction cen-
tre are nearing completion, with tea buyers 
and producers from Assam and West Bengal 
showing interest in participating in the new 
facility, Tripura Tea Development Corpora-
tion Ltd (TTDCL) Chairman Samir Ranjan 
Ghosh said.

Ghosh said a buyer-seller meeting held in 
Kolkata on July 31 was attended by around 53 
buyers associated with the city’s tea auction. 
A similar meeting was organised in Guwahati 
on August 6, where tea producers and buyers 
were briefed on the proposed Agartala centre 
and the auction process.

Officials from the Guwahati tea auction 
centre also demonstrated the auction proce-
dure to Tripura officials and industry stake-
holders as part of the preparations.

“We are hopeful that next month, in Sep-
tember, we will be able to successfully conduct 
a live auction at the proposed auction centre 

in Agartala,” Ghosh said.
Officials from the Guwahati auction cen-

tre are expected to visit Tripura to assist with 
the initial auction-related activities and help 
ensure a smooth launch.

The new centre will operate from a gov-
ernment facility at Gurkhabasti in Agartala, 
which was earlier associated with the Indus-
tries Department. According to TTDCL, the 
required infrastructure and arrangements at 

the premises have been completed.
The Agartala auction will follow the 

pan-India auction system of the Tea Board of 
India, similar to the systems operating in Gu-
wahati and Kolkata. The platform will allow 
tea buyers from different parts of the country 
to participate in auctions conducted in Tripu-
ra.

The initiative is expected to reduce the de-
pendence of local producers on markets out-

side the state and provide them with a more 
direct route to national buyers.

The move comes as the state government 
seeks to revive and expand Tripura’s tea in-
dustry, which Ghosh described as one of the 
state’s oldest industries but one that remained 
relatively underdeveloped for years.

Investor interest in the sector has also in-
creased, with agreements reportedly signed 
for proposed investments worth around Rs 
831 crore. Ghosh said the proposed invest-
ments reflected growing confidence in Tripu-
ra’s business environment.

“Whenever an industry comes to a state, 
one of the first priorities investors look at is 
law and order. The law-and-order situation in 
our state is very good, and Tripura is also con-
sidered an industry-friendly state,” he said.

Ghosh credited the state government’s 
support for the progress made towards estab-
lishing the auction centre and said the pro-
posal submitted to NITI Aayog had received 
approval.

With buyers from Assam and West Ben-
gal already showing interest, the Agartala 
auction centre is expected to provide a new 
marketing avenue for Tripura’s tea pro-
ducers while helping the state gain a stron-
ger foothold in India’s organised tea trade.

Thinking burns calories.

GUWAHATI
Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma on Friday met Union Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and Union 
Minister Prahlad Joshi in New Delhi, 
holding discussions on the state’s flood 
recovery efforts and key development 
priorities.

During his meeting with Sitharaman, 
Sarma briefed the Union Finance 
Minister on the state government’s 
response to the recent floods and ongoing 
plans to rehabilitate affected people and 
restore damaged infrastructure.

“It is always a pleasure to meet 
Hon’ble Finance Minister Smt @nsithar-
aman Ji, who has consistently been a 
strong champion of Assam’s interests 
and aspirations,” Sarma said in a post 
on X.The Chief Minister said Sitharaman 
heard Assam’s concerns “with great 
attention and sensitivity” and assured 
him of the Centre’s support in helping 
flood-affected families rebuild their lives.
The meeting assumes significance as 
Assam continues to undertake relief, 
rehabilitation and reconstruction meas-
ures following severe flooding that affect-
ed several parts of the state.Sarma also 
held a meeting with Joshi, who handles 
the portfolios of Education, Consumer 
Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, 
and New and Renewable Energy at the 
Centre.According to Sarma, the discus-
sions with Joshi focused on Assam’s pri-
orities in education, food and civil sup-
plies, and renewable energy.Describing 
the meeting as “very productive”, the 
Chief Minister thanked Joshi for his 
support and positive approach towards 
Assam.The meetings in New Delhi come 
at a time when the Assam government is 
focusing on flood recovery while simulta-
neously pursuing development initiatives 
across key sectors. The state is expected 
to seek continued central assistance for 
rehabilitation and reconstruction as it 
assesses the impact of the floods.

IMPHAL
Families of six Liangmai Naga men 
allegedly abducted on May 13 and 
later found dead have renewed their 
demand for justice as the incident 
completed 100 days on Friday.

A solidarity prayer meeting was 
held at the Jawaharlal Nehru Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences (JNIMS) 
campus in Imphal to mark the 100th 
day since the six men were alleged-
ly abducted. Their mutilated and 
beheaded bodies were recovered on 
June 10.Members of Liangmaipui 
Naga Ruangdi Imphal, Konsaram 
Lun and K. Lungwiram, along with 
Juna Harup West, attended the 
prayer meeting. Representatives of 
various Naga and Meitei organisa-
tions have also been taking part in 
daily solidarity prayers in support 
of the families.The observance was 
held under the theme “100 Days of 
Government Silence, 100 Days Fam-
ilies’ Tears”, with the message “Jus-
tice Cannot Wait Any Longer.” The 
organisers also called for collective 
efforts towards truth, accountability 
and justice.

The gatherings draw on the Naga 
tradition of communal mourning, 

under which members of the commu-
nity come together to grieve and pay 
respects to the deceased. The mourn-
ing continues until the bodies are laid 
to rest.

The organisers expressed concern 
that even after 100 days, the bodies re-
main at the JNIMS mortuary, while 
the families continue to face grief and 
uncertainty over the circumstances 
surrounding the deaths.They said 
the families were seeking more than 
statements or assurances from the 
authorities and demanded clear an-
swers, direct communication with 
the affected families and concrete ac-
tion against those responsible.

“100 days of waiting is enough,” 
the organisers said, reiterating their 
call for truth, accountability and jus-
tice.They urged the government to 
break its silence and act without fur-
ther delay, stressing that the affected 
families deserved dignity, justice and 
closure.The solidarity prayer meet-
ings are expected to continue as a 
peaceful expression of mourning and 
a collective demand for justice until 
the families receive answers and the 
deceased are accorded a dignified fi-
nal farewell.

Imphal-Guwahati bus service resumes after 
three-year hiatus, boosting Manipur connectivity

IMPHAL

 Inter-State public transport between 
Imphal, Dimapur and Guwahati re-
sumed on Friday after a gap of near-
ly three years, marking a significant 
step towards restoring connectivity 
and normalcy in Manipur following 
the ethnic conflict that erupted in 
2023.

A total of 125 passengers travelled 
on the inaugural services, compris-
ing two buses and five Winger vehi-
cles, which left Imphal for Guwahati 
via Nagaland.

The vehicles crossed the sensitive 
Kangpokpi and Senapati districts 
without incident and proceeded to-
wards Nagaland before entering As-
sam on their way to Guwahati.

Passengers welcomed the resto-
ration of the long-suspended service, 
saying the resumption of regular 
public transport would make in-
ter-State travel easier and could con-
tribute to rebuilding trust and peace 
among communities.

Kiyam Kumarjit Singh, a passen-
ger from Thoubal district, thanked 
the state government for restarting 

the service and described the jour-
ney as a new beginning.

“Let us all forgive and forget the 
past. I hope this initiative will bring 
love, peace and harmony among all 
communities,” he said.

Nivedita, a resident of Khundrak-
pam village in Imphal East district, 
also expressed hope that the re-

stored connectivity would support 
the government’s efforts to bring 
back normalcy.

“I hope this journey contributes 
to peace in the State. I wish the gov-
ernment success in its efforts to re-
store normalcy,” she said.

The reopening of the Imphal-Di-
mapur-Guwahati route is being seen 

as an important development in 
reconnecting Manipur with neigh-
bouring Nagaland and Assam. The 
service had remained suspended 
amid security concerns and dis-
ruptions following the outbreak of 
ethnic violence in May 2023.

The resumption comes less 
than two weeks after Chief Min-

ister Yumnam Khemchand Singh 
announced during his visit to 
Kangpokpi district on August 8 
that national highways in Mani-
pur would be reopened for the free 
movement of people from all com-
munities.

Deputy Chief Minister Nemcha 
Kipgen and Saitu MLA Haokholet 
Kipgen were present during the 
Chief Minister’s visit, when he also 
announced that the Imphal-Dima-
pur-Guwahati bus service would 
be restored shortly.

The restart of the inter-State 
transport link is expected to ease 
passenger movement, improve 
access to Assam and Nagaland 
and strengthen road connectivity 
at a time when the Manipur gov-
ernment is seeking to restore nor-
malcy across the conflict-affected 
state.The service also carries sig-
nificance beyond transportation, 
with passengers and officials view-
ing the reopening of a key route 
as a symbol of renewed efforts to 
reconnect communities and revive 
everyday movement between Ma-
nipur and its neighbouring states.

IMPHAL

Vehicle movement along National 
Highway-37, the Imphal-Silchar route 
through Jiribam, resumed on Thurs-
day after the Transporters’ and Driv-
ers’ Council (TDC) withdrew its strike 
following assurances from the state 
government and security agencies 
on driver safety and the movement of 
stranded vehicles.

TDC president Hijam Ranjit said 
the decision to call off the strike fol-
lowed a meeting on August 19 with the 
Chief Minister, Director General of Po-
lice and Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) officials.

According to Ranjit, the authorities 
assured the transporters that the Jirib-
am Superintendent of Police would be 
instructed to ensure that drivers were 
not harassed. The government also as-
sured that stranded vehicles would be 

cleared within two to three days.
Another key assurance was that 

properly deployed Road Opening Par-
ties (ROPs) would precede vehicle 
convoys moving under security escort 
along the highway.

The assurances came after growing 
discontent among transporters over 
the functioning of the Jiribam police 
administration. The TDC had on Au-
gust 18 accused the district SP of selec-
tively targeting drivers over alleged 
excess loading of vehicles.

The situation escalated on August 
19 when drivers staged a sit-in at Ba-
bupara in Jiribam, demanding the im-
mediate transfer of the SP. The protest 
received support from the All Jiribam 
Road Transport Drivers Union (AJRT-
DU).Drivers alleged that the SP was is-
suing challans arbitrarily and creating 
an environment that was discouraging 
drivers from outside Manipur from op-
erating along the NH-37 corridor.

AJRTDU general secretary Kh Go-
peshore also raised concerns over the 
movement of around 200 vehicles from 
Jiribam without security escort on Au-
gust 19. He warned that the Jiribam SP 
would be responsible for any untoward 
incident involving the vehicles.

The transporters’ body has urged 
the state government to consider re-
placing the SP with an officer capable 
of maintaining better coordination 
with drivers and transport operators.

Transporters said uninterrupted 
movement along NH-37 is essential for 
ensuring the supply of food, fuel and 
other essential commodities to the 
valley districts, particularly amid the 
continuing security challenges in Ma-
nipur.With the strike withdrawn, vehi-
cle movement has resumed on the stra-
tegic highway, while transporters are 
now looking to the authorities to imple-
ment the assurances given during the 
meeting.

Transporters End Strike, 
NH-37 Traffic Resumes
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
You have to know the past to 

understand the present.

- Carl Sagan
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DIGITAL WAR OF WORDS

I also conveyed to Shri 
@SangmaConrad
 Assam’s concern over the recent 
incidents in Shillong, particularly 
those involving Assam-registered 
vehicles.

Hon’ble Minister for Border 
Protection Shri 
@ATULBORA2
 has been asked to coordinate 
closely with the authorities in 
Meghalaya and work towards 
ensuring that peace and normalcy 
prevail between our two States.

Assam and Meghalaya are sister 
States, bound by deep historical, 
cultural and people-to-people 
ties. Mutual respect, restraint 
and sensitivity must guide us at 
all times. We must do everything 
within our power to preserve the 
harmony, friendship and goodwill 
that have long defined the 
relationship between our people.  
~ Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma, 
CM, Assam

P
rime Minister Narendra Modi’s refe-
rence to ”dimagi Naxals” has triggered 
a political debate, with Congress leader 
Jairam Ramesh suggesting that the term 
was aimed at the entire Opposition. Uni-
on Minister Kiren Rijiju, however, 
sought to clarify that the Prime Minister 
was referring to a broader ideological 

phenomenon rather than simply targeting political op-
ponents.

The Prime Minister’s warning deserves to be exami-
ned beyond partisan politics. He said that while armed 
Naxalism had been pushed back from the forests, those 
subscribing to a ”Naxal mentality” were still seeking op-
portunities to create violence and unrest, influence pub-
lic discourse and lead society in what he described as the 
wrong direction. He argued that such elements needed 
to be identified and isolated while young people were 
brought into the mainstream.

There is an important distinction here. Armed Naxa-
lism is visible in its methods; an ideological movement is 
often far less so. The former relies on weapons and orga-
nised violence. The latter operates through ideas, narra-
tives and intellectual arguments. That distinction, howe-
ver, also makes the phrase ”dimagi Naxal” problematic 
if it is used loosely or indiscriminately. In a democracy, 
disagreement with the government, criticism of policies 
or advocacy of radical social change cannot by themsel-
ves be equated with extremism.Yet the larger concern 
behind the Prime Minister’s remarks cannot simply 
be dismissed. Democracies have every right to questi-
on whether violence, anarchy and destruction are ever 
being romanticised in the name of revolution.The first 
warning sign is the intellectual justification of violence. 
Naxal violence has historically been defended by invo-
king class struggle and revolutionary necessity. Violence 
is sometimes presented not as a tragedy but as an instru-
ment of social transformation. That is where democratic 
debate begins to cross a dangerous line. A constitutional 
democracy cannot accept the proposition that violence 
is legitimate merely because the objective is described 
as revolutionary.The second danger is the celebration 
of anarchy. Dr B.R. Ambedkar, while addressing the 
Constituent Assembly, had emphasised the importance 
of constitutional methods once democratic institutions 
had been established. His warning against the ”grammar 
of anarchy” remains relevant. Political and social grie-
vances are legitimate; abandoning constitutional me-
chanisms in pursuit of them is not.But there is another 
dimension to the debate that deserves equal attention: 
selective standards. Those who loudly defend freedom 
of expression must also defend it when the expression is 
inconvenient, unpopular or offensive to their own ideolo-
gical preferences. Democracy is not strengthened when 
free speech becomes a principle to be invoked selectively. 
Nor is dissent meaningful if disagreement within one’s 
own camp is treated as betrayal.

The same principle applies to patriotism and nationa-
lism. Criticism of nationalism is perfectly legitimate in a 
free society. But treating patriotism itself as intellectual-
ly suspect is no more democratic than imposing patrio-
tism as a compulsory political creed. A mature democra-
cy must be able to accommodate both national pride and 
criticism of the nation’s policies.

India’s civilisational heritage presents another area 
where the debate has often become unnecessarily pola-
rised. Admiration for the Ramayana, the Mahabharata, 
classical Indian philosophy, traditional knowledge, indi-
genous art or Sanskrit literature does not automatically 
make a person sectarian. At the same time, rejecting In-
dian traditions merely because they are Indian is equally 
narrow-minded. A confident civilisation need not choose 
between Chanakya and Machiavelli, Kalidasa and Sha-
kespeare, or Indian and Western intellectual traditions. 
It can learn from all of them.The real test should there-
fore not be whether someone prefers Indian or Western 
literature, supports cultural nationalism or rejects it, or 
agrees with the government of the day. The test should 
be whether that person respects democratic instituti-
ons, constitutional methods, pluralism and the peaceful 
resolution of disagreements.There is also a danger in 
stretching the concept of ”anti-establishment” too far. 
Every democracy needs an Opposition, a critical media, 
independent academics, activists and citizens willing to 
challenge those in power. Criticism of the establishment 
is not evidence of an anti-national or extremist mentali-
ty. Indeed, democracy becomes weaker when every cri-
tic is suspected of being an enemy.Equally, those who 
occupy influential positions in academia, media or civil 
society cannot claim immunity from scrutiny. Intellectu-
al freedom comes with intellectual responsibility. Ideas 
have consequences, and arguments that glorify political 
violence, celebrate destruction or undermine constituti-
onal democracy deserve to be challenged.India’s diver-
sity also needs to be understood carefully. The country 
is unquestionably a union of extraordinary linguistic, 
ethnic, cultural and regional identities. Recognising 
that diversity strengthens the republic. Turning diver-
sity into an argument for permanent fragmentation is 
a different matter. India’s unity cannot be sustained th-
rough uniformity, but neither can its diversity survive 
if every difference is converted into a political frontier.
The same balanced approach is required while discus-
sing the armed forces. The Army, like every institution 
in a democracy, can and should be subjected to scrutiny. 
Allegations of misconduct must be investigated and ac-
countability must be ensured. But portraying the entire 
institution as inherently oppressive is another matter 
altogether. Institutions should be criticised for specific 
actions and policies, not demonised as a class.Ultimately, 
the phrase ”dimagi Naxal” carries the risk of becoming 
a political label rather than an analytical category. If it 
becomes a convenient term for anyone who disagrees 
with the government, it will do more harm than good. 
The country has seen enough political labelling to know 
that such language can quickly become an instrument of 
exclusion.

DIMAGI 
NAXALS 

DHURJATI MUKHERJEE

The “Fix the Schools” campaign 
launched by the Cockroach Janata 
Party to improve the condition of gov-
ernment schools in rural areas across 
the country is a welcome initiative. 
Just imagine where the state of educa-
tion has reached today: over the past 
decade, education’s share in the Union 
Budget has fallen from 4.6 per cent to 
around 2.5 per cent. During the same 
period, the number of government pri-
mary schools across the country has 
declined by around 10,000, with Megha-
laya, Telangana and Andhra Pradesh 
recording the sharpest falls.

The government has repeatedly 
claimed progress, but recent data sug-
gest that school enrolment figures are 
far from encouraging despite popula-
tion growth. Even after the much-pub-
licised Right to Education Act came 
into force, there has been no signifi-
cant change in containing the num-
ber of children dropping out of school. 
The impact is greatest on the poor, as 
a large section of them cannot afford 
the cost of higher education in private 
institutions.

According to the recently released 
Unified District Information System 
Plus (UDISE+) 2025-26 report, the num-
ber of students enrolled in government 
schools fell from 12.16 crore in 2024-25 
to 11.89 crore in the last financial year. 
This came even as total enrolment in 
private and government-aided schools 
registered a marginal increase. During 
the same period, the number of govern-
ment schools declined from 10.13 lakh 
to 10.05 lakh, a faster decline than the 
overall fall in the number of schools. 
While rationalisation of schools may 
be justified in certain circumstances, 
there is an urgent need to modernise 
schools and appoint an adequate num-
ber of teachers.

It is worrying that, according to 
government data presented in the Ra-
jya Sabha, more than one lakh govern-
ment, government-aided and private 
schools are being run with just one 
teacher each. This exposes serious 
shortcomings in teacher deployment, 
even though the overall pupil-teacher 
ratio in the country remains within na-
tional norms. Moreover, the involve-
ment of teachers in Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) and census-related du-
ties has also affected classroom teach-
ing. Academics have criticised the de-
ployment of teachers for non-academic 
work, arguing that it compromises 
their primary educational responsibil-
ities. It is well known that most chil-
dren studying in government schools 
come from poor families, and the ma-
jority of them cannot afford private tu-
ition. It has been argued, quite rightly, 
that the existing system is increasingly 
depriving the poor of access to quality 

education.
Some facts need closer attention. 

According to the NITI Aayog report, 
The School Education System in In-
dia: Analysis and Policy Framework 
for Quality Improvement, nearly one 
lakh government schools were closed 
between 2014 and 2024, contributing 
significantly to a decline of 2.26 crore 
in school enrolment during the decade. 
The report states that 26.95 crore chil-
dren were enrolled in schools in 2014-
15, but the figure fell to 24.69 crore in 
2024-25. During the same period, the 
number of government schools de-
clined from 11.07 lakh to 10.13 lakh, 
while government-aided schools also 
recorded a similar decline. In con-
trast, the number of private schools 
increased from 2.88 lakh to 3.39 lakh 
during the decade.

The report points out that the de-
cline in school enrolment is partly 
linked to demographic changes, par-
ticularly the declining fertility rate, 
which has reduced the number of 
school-age children. School mergers 
and the challenge of retaining students 
in higher classes are other contrib-
uting factors. School mergers have 
another dimension as well: they can 
themselves lead to lower enrolment. 
Nearly 40,000 schools were merged in 
Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh. 
In addition, the dropout rate has been 
highest at the secondary level, particu-
larly in Classes 9 and 10, where it has 
reached 11.5 per cent, although unoffi-
cial estimates suggest that the actual 
figure may not be less than 20 per cent.

Reports also indicate that difficul-

ties in mathematics, particularly alge-
bra and geometry, may be one reason 
why students leave school. Some activ-
ists argue that school mergers under-
mine the very objective of universal 
education, even as the government 
remains committed to universalising 
education under the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs) for 2030. The 
policy of school mergers may be justi-
fied in some cases, but it can also be-
come an obstacle to achieving the goal 
of expanding access to education.

Significantly, the report also high-
lights the shortage of laboratory fa-
cilities required for quality science 
education. In 2025-26, the proportion 
of schools equipped with such facil-
ities fell to 54.6 per cent from 57.4 per 
cent in the previous financial year. Ac-
cording to the report, unless corrective 
measures are taken in time, this could 
increase the number of students drop-
ping out at the secondary level. On the 
positive side, however, government 
schools have recorded the fastest im-
provement in internet connectivity in 
recent years. Connectivity increased 
from 46.2 per cent in 2023-24 to 63.1 per 
cent in 2025-26, narrowing the gap be-
tween government schools and aided 
and private schools. Overall, 67.4 per 
cent of schools had internet facilities, 
up from 63.5 per cent in 2024-25.

Many experts regard Class 8 as a 
crucial turning point in a child’s aca-
demic life, after which the dropout rate 
tends to rise. This is particularly sur-
prising because students are being pro-
vided with mid-day meals. However, it 
is possible that the economic compul-

sions of students’ families are a much 
stronger factor, particularly in the case 
of girls.

The question is: what will be the 
future of students from poor and disad-
vantaged sections, some of whom have 
immense potential to develop their 
talents if given adequate guidance? 
Education is on the Concurrent List, 
and it is the Centre’s responsibility to 
assist states in expanding educational 
opportunities, particularly in remote 
and backward districts.

Unfortunately, the Centre’s PM 
SHRI scheme has also failed to achieve 
its objective of opening schools in all 
districts of the country. At the very 
least, there should be an immediate 
effort to introduce Classes 9 to 12 in 
schools in backward districts. Higher 
education also needs attention, and 

curricula should be designed in such 
a way that students who do not wish 
to pursue further studies are still able 
to earn a dignified livelihood. It is im-
perative that an expert committee, af-
ter consulting educationists, prepare a 
policy paper on the issue at the earliest.

As far as higher education is con-
cerned, undergraduate enrolment in 
educational institutions has declined 
for the first time. Experts attribute the 
decline to the government’s increas-
ing emphasis on vocational education, 
growing disillusionment among young 
people regarding the value of higher 
education, and limited employment op-
portunities. According to the All India 
Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) 
reports for 2022-23 and 2023-24, under-
graduate enrolment in 2023-24 declined 
by one lakh students compared with 
the previous year.

Former UGC chairman Prof. S. 
Thorat and other experts have attribut-
ed the decline to the increasing em-
phasis on skill education at the school 
level, the availability of multiple exit 
options at the undergraduate level, de-
clining public funding for higher edu-
cation institutions, and the discontinu-
ation of several scholarship schemes at 
both school and college levels.

The above figures, together with the 
ground realities of rural schools, make 
it clear that the present situation offers 
little reason for optimism. Beyond the 
factors mentioned above, education is 
not receiving the priority it deserves 
as one of the fundamental foundations 
of life. The government must therefore 
urgently take note of the serious state 
of education and undertake concrete 
and corrective measures.

THE DECLINE OF 
EDUCATION: FALLING 

FUNDING AND ENROLMENT
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Quest!
The average person will only 
remember about 18% of information 
just 28 days after studying it.

SHILLONG

The Centre has approved the deployment 
of five companies of central armed forc-
es in Meghalaya following violent pro-
tests in Shillong that left several people 
injured and caused extensive damage 
to public and government property, offi-
cials said on Thursday.

The Union Home Ministry has sanc-
tioned four companies of the Central Re-
serve Police Force (CRPF) and one com-
pany of the Rapid Action Force (RAF) for 
deployment in Meghalaya until August 
25. The forces will assist the state police 
in maintaining law and order, a senior 
Home Department official said.

The deployment was sought by the 
state Home (Police) Department follow-
ing what officials described as a “sudden 
deterioration” in the law-and-order situa-
tion in Shillong.

Violence erupted across several 
parts of the city on Wednesday during a 
black-flag rally organised by the Khasi 
Students’ Union (KSU). Stone-pelting and 
vandalism were reported from areas in-
cluding the Fire Brigade, Nongmensong, 
Polo, Barik and Mawlai.

At least 31 vehicles, mostly govern-
ment SUVs, were damaged, while a gov-
ernment vehicle was set ablaze. Several 
pedestrians were also reportedly assault-
ed during the unrest.

East Khasi Hills Superintendent of 
Police Vivek Syiem confirmed the dam-
age and said busts of Swami Viveka-
nanda and Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
at the Relief and Rehabilitation Colony 
were vandalised.

Following the violence, police arrest-
ed KSU president Raymond Kharjana, 
vice-president Pynkmenlang Sanmiet 
and general secretary Reuben Najiar late 

on Wednesday night.
The three were detained from a Shil-

long hotel where they were holding a 
meeting and taken to Sadar Police Sta-
tion, sources said. Police booked them 
under various provisions of the Bhara-
tiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023, in connection 

with alleged damage to public property, 
assault and other offences.

The arrests came hours after KSU 
leaders addressed a press conference ex-
pressing regret over the violence while 
denying that members of the organisa-
tion were involved in vandalism or ar-

son.
The student body alleged that vest-

ed-interest groups had infiltrated the ral-
ly with the intention of derailing its agita-
tion and tarnishing the KSU’s image.

The rally was organised to press the 
union’s five-point charter of demands. 
These include implementation of the 
Meghalaya Residents Safety and Secu-
rity Act, legislation to regulate migrant 
workers, reforms in government recruit-
ment and resolution of recruitment-relat-
ed concerns at the North Eastern Indira 
Gandhi Regional Institute of Health and 
Medical Sciences (NEIGRIHMS).

The KSU has also demanded cancella-
tion of the July 31 public hearing for the 
proposed Shree Cement project in East 
Jaintia Hills and action against officials 
over what it described as excessive use of 
force during the hearing.

The union has renewed its demand 

for implementation of the Inner Line Per-
mit (ILP) in Meghalaya.

Tensions remained high after police 
conducted a late-night raid at the KSU 
office in Shillong’s densely populated 
Jaiaw area on Wednesday.

A local elder alleged that residents 
resisted the police operation, following 
which tear gas and stun grenades were 
used. The elder further claimed that 
property in and around the KSU office 
was damaged during the operation.

Several former KSU leaders have 
condemned the midnight raid, alleging 
that excessive force was used during the 
police action.

The deployment of additional central 
forces comes amid heightened securi-
ty concerns in Shillong as authorities 
seek to prevent further escalation and 
restore normalcy following Wednes-
day’s violence.

Court awards life term 
to two brothers for Sonai 

youth’s murder

AHPI Manipur 
Urges 

Unhindered 
Healthcare 

Access 
Amid Strike 
Disruptions

Tripura Congress to contest Village Council 
polls, takes aim at BJP-Tipra Motha

Centre clears 5 central force companies for 
Meghalaya after Shillong violence

Cachar to open legal services clinic 
for senior citizens on August 22

BISWADEEP GUPTA

IMPHAL:  The Association of 
Healthcare Providers (In-
dia), Manipur Chapter, 
has expressed serious con-
cern over the disruption 
and obstruction of medical 
services during the recent 
48-hour general strike that 
began at midnight on Au-
gust 17.

In a press release issued 
on Thursday, AHPI Mani-
pur highlighted that several 
member hospitals reported 
instances where healthcare 
delivery was hindered. 

The association empha-
sised that while peaceful 
protest is a recognised dem-
ocratic right, emergency 
medical access must re-
main entirely uninhibited 
to prevent life-threatening 
delays.

AHPI Manipur has 
earnestly appealed to all 
groups and individuals to 
permit free, uninterrupted 
passage for patients, accom-
panying attendants, and 
ambulances; Healthcare 
professionals and support 
staff carrying valid identi-
ty cards, along with vehi-
cles transporting essential 
medical supplies, must be 
allowed to travel safely.

 The association under-
scored that civic responsi-
bility and the right to pro-
test must go hand in hand, 
calling on the public to en-
sure compassion prevails 
so that critical care is nei-
ther denied nor delayed.

The appeal was jointly 
issued in the public in-
terest by AHPI Manipur 
Chapter’s President Dr. 
Kh. Ratankumar Singh and 
Secretary Dr. Asit Kumar 
Debnath.

AGARTALA
The Tripura Cabinet, chaired by 
Chief Minister Manik Saha, on 
Thursday approved the creation of 
305 new government posts and re-
cruitment of 1,177 personnel across 
several departments, including 
police, health, railway policing and 
higher education.

Cabinet spokesperson and 
Transport Minister Sushanta 
Chowdhury announced the deci-
sions at a press conference at the 
state Secretariat following the Cab-
inet meeting.

Among the key decisions, the 
Cabinet approved direct recruit-
ment of 916 police constables, in-
cluding men and women, under the 
Home Department.The recruitment 
process will include physical fitness 
tests, a written examination and an 
oral test. The recruitment board will 
be headed by the Director General 
of Police, Chowdhury said.The Cab-
inet also cleared the recruitment of 
219 Lower Division Clerks (LDCs) 
under the Health and Family Wel-
fare Department through the Tripu-
ra Joint Recruitment Board.

In another decision, 27 technical 
Group-C posts were approved under 
the General Administration (Print-
ing and Stationery) Department. 
The posts include Chargeman, 
Chargeman Retouching, Charge-
man Offset Machine, Copy Holder, 
Kokborok Copy Holder, Machine 
Man and Binder.

The Cabinet also approved 105 
posts for four proposed Government 
Railway Police (GRP) stations at 

Bishramganj, Udaipur, Belonia and 
Sabroom.

The sanctioned positions in-
clude Sub-Inspectors, Women 
Sub-Inspectors, Assistant Sub-In-
spectors, Women Head Constables, 
Women Constables and Constable 
Drivers.

The Tribal Welfare Department 
will fill 15 fixed-pay posts through 
the Graduate Recruitment Board of 
Tripura (GRBT), including Lower 
Division Clerk and Multi-Tasking 
Staff positions.

Meanwhile, the Cabinet ap-
proved the creation of 200 Assistant 
Professor posts for government gen-
eral degree colleges under the High-
er Education Department.

Chowdhury clarified that the 
decision relates to the creation of 
the posts and does not mean all 200 
positions will be filled immediately.

The Cabinet also approved the 
Shri Shri University, Tripura Bill, 
2026, paving the way for the pro-
posed university to offer a wide 
range of academic programmes.

These will include certificate, 
diploma, postgraduate diploma, un-
dergraduate, postgraduate, MPhil, 
PhD and post-doctoral programmes, 
besides honorary degrees such as 
D.Litt and D.Sc.

The proposed university will 
offer courses in fields including sci-
ence, engineering and technology, 
architecture and planning, social 
sciences and humanities, com-
merce and management, AYUSH, 
yoga and naturopathy, and medical 
sciences.

SILCHAR

A Cachar court has sentenced 
two brothers to life imprison-
ment for the 2022 murder of a 
26-year-old youth in South Mo-
hanpur under the Sonai Assem-
bly constituency.

Additional Sessions Judge 
and Fast Track Court of Cachar 
Kiran Lal Baishnav convicted 
Hussain Ahmed Laskar and 
Hassan Ahmed Laskar, both res-
idents of South Mohanpur Part-I, 
in the murder of Abdul Alim 
Laskar.

The incident took place on Oc-
tober 28, 2022, when Abdul Alim 
was allegedly attacked following 
an argument involving Hassan 
Ahmed.

According to the prosecution, 
Hassan and his brother Hussain 
later went to Abdul Alim’s house 
and attacked him with a machete 
and a wooden stick.

Abdul Alim reportedly at-
tempted to escape through a 
nearby paddy field, but the ac-

cused allegedly chased him and 
assaulted him again.

The victim sustained critical 
injuries and was taken to Silchar 
Medical College and Hospital, 
where he died on October 30, two 
days after the attack.

Following the incident, Ab-
dul Alim’s elder brother, Abdul 
Khalique Laskar, lodged an FIR 
at Sonai Police Station.

After a prolonged trial, the 
court convicted both accused 
based on evidence and witness 
testimonies presented by the 
prosecution.

On Wednesday, the court sen-
tenced the brothers to life impris-
onment under Sections 302/34 of 
the Indian Penal Code and im-
posed a fine of Rs 5,000 on each.

The court further ordered 
that in case of default in pay-
ment of the fine, each convict 
would undergo an additional six 
months of imprisonment.

Public prosecutor Pradip Ku-
mar Patowary represented the 
prosecution in the case.

AGARTALA

The Tripura Pradesh Congress 
Committee (TPCC) has announced 
that it will contest the upcoming 
Village Council elections, with party 
president Asish Kumar Saha accus-
ing the BJP and its ally, the Tipra 
Motha Party, of failing to safeguard 
the interests of the state’s indigenous 
and tribal communities.

Saha said on Thursday that the 
Congress has intensified its organ-
isational preparations in tribal 
areas and will field candidates in 
the upcoming polls.

He said the Adivasi Congress 
and the Pradesh Congress have 
been working jointly to strengthen 
the party’s organisational base and 
rebuild support in the hilly areas of 
the state.

Highlighting the Congress’s past 
initiatives, Saha claimed that the 

party had taken several measures 
for tribal empowerment when it 
was in power at the Centre and in 
Tripura. These included the cre-
ation of the Tripura Tribal Areas 
Autonomous District Council, imple-
mentation of forest rights, expansion 
of reservation benefits and various 
development programmes for tribal 
communities.

Saha alleged that the BJP govern-
ments at the Centre and in Tripura, 
along with Tipra Motha, had failed 
to fulfil their commitments to indig-
enous people.

He also questioned the proposed 
electoral understanding between the 
BJP and Tipra Motha, pointing out 
that the two parties had previous-
ly been political opponents in the 

Tripura Tribal Areas Autonomous 
District Council.

“Those who promised to fight for 
the rights of the tribal people have 
failed to fulfil their commitments 
and have disappointed them,” Saha 
said.The Congress leader alleged 
that the BJP-Tipra Motha under-
standing was driven primarily by 
electoral calculations rather than 
a genuine commitment to tribal 
welfare and development.

Saha said the Congress would 
continue to raise issues concern-
ing indigenous communities and 
strengthen its presence in tribal 
areas ahead of the Village Council 
elections.

He urged tribal voters to support 
the Congress and said the party 
would field candidates with the aim 
of securing a mandate to represent 
the interests of indigenous commu-
nities at the grassroots level.

ED summons Assam ACS officer Paragmani 
Mahanta in alleged Rs 100-crore irregularities case

Tripura Cabinet clears 
305 new posts, approves 

recruitment of 1,177 personnel

SILCHAR

The District Legal Services Authority 
(DLSA), Cachar, will inaugurate a ded-
icated Legal Services Clinic for senior 
citizens on August 22 to provide easier 
access to legal aid, information on rights 
and assistance in seeking redressal of 
grievances.The clinic will be established 
at the Appellate Tribunal constituted un-
der the Maintenance and Welfare of Par-
ents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007, where 
the District Commissioner of Cachar 
serves as the Presiding Officer.

The initiative is aimed at helping el-
derly persons, particularly those who 
may face difficulties navigating legal and 
administrative procedures independent-
ly, access appropriate legal assistance 
and support.

The inauguration will be followed by 
an interaction involving judicial officers, 
senior citizens, representatives of the 
district and police administrations, SDO 
(Civil), ward commissioners and other 
stakeholders.

The discussion will focus on the wel-
fare and protection of senior citizens, 
access to justice and the need for better 
coordination among institutions dealing 
with issues affecting the elderly.

The programme will be attended by 
Gauhati High Court Judge and Execu-

tive Chairman of the Assam State Le- gal Services Authority Justice Michael 

Zothankhuma; Gauhati High Court 
Judge and Portfolio Judge for Cachar 
District Judiciary Justice Manish 
Choudhury; Gauhati High Court Judge 
Justice Kaushik Goswami; and Assam 
State Legal Services Authority Member 
Secretary Debasish Bhattacharjee.

The clinic is expected to assist senior 
citizens with matters related to mainte-
nance, property disputes, family issues 
and other legal grievances by providing 
information about their rights, entitle-
ments, legal aid and available avenues 
for relief.

As part of the programme, wheel-
chairs and walking sticks will also be 
distributed among identified senior cit-
izens and other beneficiaries requiring 
mobility assistance.

The post-inauguration interaction 
will provide elderly residents an oppor-
tunity to directly raise their concerns 
with judicial and administrative author-
ities. Discussions are expected to cover 
everyday challenges faced by senior 
citizens and ways to strengthen coordi-
nation between the judiciary, adminis-
tration, police and community-level rep-
resentatives.The DLSA, Cachar said the 
clinic would seek to ensure that senior 
citizens can obtain legal assistance and 
relevant information through a simple 
and accessible process.

The initiative is aimed at strength-
ening awareness of legal rights among 
elderly persons and making it easier for 
them to approach the appropriate au-
thorities when they require assistance.

The information was issued in a 
press release by the Regional Office of 
Information & Public Relations, Barak 
Valley Zone, Silchar, Assam.

GUWAHATI

The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) has summoned Assam 
Civil Service (ACS) officer 
Paragmani Mahanta, cur-
rently serving as Director of 
the state Geology and Mining 
Department, for questioning 
in connection with alleged fi-
nancial irregularities and cor-
ruption involving nearly Rs 
100 crore, sources said.

The ED is expected to ques-
tion Mahanta about financial 
transactions and alleged ir-
regularities linked to his ten-
ure in several senior govern-
ment positions, including his 
association with the Assam 
Mineral Development Corpo-
ration (AMDC).

According to allegations 
being examined by the agen-
cy, Mahanta received around 
Rs 50,000 per month as remu-
neration from the corpora-
tion. The case also involves an 
alleged loss of approximately 
Rs 5.60 crore to the AMDC 

arising from financial irregu-
larities.

Investigators are also look-
ing into alleged transactions 
related to recruitment and 
other financial dealings dur-
ing his tenure.

Another allegation under 

scrutiny concerns the alleged 
misappropriation of funds 
meant for retired employees. 
The ED has reportedly gath-
ered information about the 
alleged purchase of a laptop 
valued at around Rs 2 lakh 
using misappropriated funds, 

which was subsequently gift-
ed to Mahanta’s child.

The agency is also exam-
ining an allegation involving 
the diversion of around Rs 
15,000 per month purported-
ly in the name of a cleaning 
worker.The scope of the in-
quiry extends to Mahanta’s 
tenure as Director of the As-
sam Rural Infrastructure and 
Technology (ARTFED) and in 
the Handloom and Textiles 
Department, where allega-
tions of financial irregulari-
ties have also been raised.

The ED’s questioning is ex-
pected to focus on the nature 
of the alleged transactions, 
the financial records associ-
ated with them and the cir-
cumstances surrounding the 
different official assignments 
held by Mahanta.

The allegations against the 
officer have not been estab-
lished and the investigation 
remains ongoing. The ED has 
yet to publicly disclose the full 
details of the case.
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NEW DELHI

A day after chairing a meeting of 
the Union Cabinet, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Thursday chaired 
the third high-level meeting with 
Secretaries to the Government of India, 
reviewing the future action agenda of 
concerned ministries and departments 
dealing with infrastructure and con-
nectivity, security and external affairs, 
and governance.

The Prime Minister noted that 
deliberations had already been held 
with two groups of Secretaries and 
stressed that, besides addressing imme-
diate issues and examining statistics, 
officials must adopt a long-term per-
spective on how the country’s future 
should be shaped.

During the meeting, he discussed 
the challenge of overcoming silos, 

emphasising that they are not mere-
ly an organisational problem but also 
a problem of mindset. He said silos 
could be both horizontal and vertical 
and stressed that officials must take 
ownership of their responsibilities 
while working with a strong sense of 
belongingness.

Emphasising the importance of 
collective effort, Prime Minister Modi 
cited the experience of the COVID-19 
pandemic and the West Asia crisis, 
when officials across departments 
worked together effectively. He said 
such coordination mechanisms should 
become a natural part of the govern-
ment’s work culture rather than being 
limited to situations of crisis.

The Prime Minister also called 
for the effective use of Artificial 
Intelligence while ensuring that 
human intervention and judgement 

remain central. He encouraged officials 
to explore innovative ways of combin-
ing the capabilities of AI with human 
expertise.He further emphasised that 
data is a national asset and an impor-
tant resource for the future. While 
noting that the government invests 
considerable resources in collecting, 
storing and managing data, he said 
its full potential was not always being 
realised because of departmental silos 
and fragmented systems.Pointing to 
differences in the way data is collected 
and managed for different purposes, he 
called for solutions that would facilitate 
greater interoperability and enable 
more effective use of data across gov-
ernment departments.

 The Prime Minister also stressed 
the need for greater engagement 
between government departments, 
universities and young people to bring 

fresh perspectives into policymaking. 
He said wider interaction with univer-
sities and the younger generation could 
help bring new, unconventional ideas 
into governance. 

He called for greater focus on 
research and innovation, including 
in the defence sector, and emphasised 
the need to further strengthen India’s 
defence industry and make it more 
competitive globally. He also stressed 
the importance of developing innova-
tive defence courses and strengthening 
human resource development in the 
sector. 

The meeting also witnessed a 
discussion on the need for a compre-
hensive approach to strengthening 
India’s maritime sector. Recalling that 
shipbuilding had been accorded infra-
structure status, the Prime Minister 
called for an assessment of whether 
the intended objectives were being 
achieved in mission mode.

 He reiterated the need for India to 
move from port development to port-
led development.  According to a state-
ment issued by the Prime Minister’s 
Office, the PM also emphasised better 
connectivity between manufacturing 
units and export-oriented units so that 
India’s manufacturing and export 
capabilities could fully benefit from 
its maritime infrastructure. The Prime 
Minister reiterated the importance of a 
whole-of-government approach, great-
er coordination, innovative thinking 
and collective ownership in addressing 
complex challenges and shaping India’s 
future with a long-term perspective. 
He also underlined the importance of 
informal interaction and building team 
spirit among officers. He encouraged 
senior officers to develop greater per-
sonal and informal engagement with 
junior colleagues and build stronger 
networks across cadres and depart-
ments.

 During the meeting, the Secretaries 
shared their experiences regarding sec-
toral priorities, emerging challenges 
and implementation-related issues.

 The meeting was attended by the 
Cabinet Secretary, Secretaries of key 
ministries and departments, and sen-
ior officials from the Prime Minister’s 
Office.

 DHAKA

B a n g l a d e s h ’ s  p a r l i a m e n t 
Thursday elected longtime BNP 
secretary-general Mirza Fakhrul 
Islam Alamgir as the country’s 
president, elevating to the highest 
constitutional office a veteran who 
entered politics in the late 1960s as 
a left-leaning student activist. 

Ahead of his election as pres-
ident, the 78-year-old political 
leader was serving as the local 
government, rural development 
and cooperatives minister while 
also discharging his role as sec-
retary general of the centre-right 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party 
(BNP) under Prime Minister 
Tarique Rahman’s leadership.

 During his student life at Dhaka 
University, Alamgir joined the 
East Pakistan Students’ Union, 
a left-leaning organisation, and 
eventually became president of 
its Dhaka University unit during 
the 1969 mass uprising against the 

then Pakistani military-backed gov-
ernment. 

The political upheaval of the late 
1960s was followed by Bangladesh’s 
independence movement and the 
1971 Liberation War. Back then, 
Alamgir functioned as an organiser 
for left-leaning freedom fighters, 
taking refuge in India, helping 
facilitate their mobilisation.

 BNP was founded seven years 
after the Bangladesh Liberation 
War.

 Before getting into mainstream 
politics, Alamgir held a govern-
ment job. He became a teacher of 
economics after joining the civil 
service’s education cadre in 1972. 
Since then, he worked with the 
government in various capacities.

 Alamgir quit the government 
job in 1986 to start a career in pol-
itics.

 Two years later, he was elected 
chairman of the municipality in his 
hometown, Thakurgaon, located in 
northwestern Bangladesh, as an 

independent candidate.
 The son of Muslim League 

leader and former East Pakistan 
Provincial Assembly member 
Mirza Ruhul Amin, Alamgir joined 
the BNP in the early 1990s, during 
the mass movement against the 
autocratic regime of then-Presi-
dent Hussain Muhammad Ershad. 

78-year-old political leader was 
serving as the local government, 
rural development and coopera-
tives minister while also discharg-
ing his role as secretary general of 
the centre-right BNP.

 The anti-Ershad movement 
brought Khaleda Zia, then leader of 
the BNP, and Awami League chief 
Sheikh Hasina together in opposi-
tion to the military-backed regime, 
despite their political differences.

 The two leaders later became 
bitter political opponents and both 
went on to serve multiple terms as 
Bangladesh’s prime minister.

 In BNP, Alamgir climbed the 
ranks over two decades. In 2011, he 

was appointed acting secretary gen-
eral by Khaleda Zia. He was given 
permanent charge of the position 
in 2016.

 Alamgir is the longest-serving 
secretary general of the party. It is 
traditionally considered the second 
most senior position after the party 
chairman. The BNP leader retained 
the position until his election as the 
South Asian nation’s 23rd president 
on Thursday.

 During his long political career, 
Alamgir earned a reputation as a 
moderate and courteous politician, 
with his measured style and per-
sonal decency earning respect even 
among political opponents.

 He was first elected to par-
liament from his home turf 
Thakurgaon-1 in 2001, when the 
BNP returned to power, and served 
as state minister for agriculture 
and later state minister for civil 
aviation and tourism. 

The veteran politician was elect-
ed from two constituencies in the 
2018 general election but did not 
take the oath as an MP in line with 
a BNP decision. The party allowed 
five other lawmakers to join the 
parliament, but they too resigned 
in 2022, following directions from 
their top leadership. 

Alamgir was elected again from 
Thakurgaon-1 in the February 2026 
general election, which was held 
after the Awami League was barred 
from contesting.

 The election -- held after 
an interim government led by 
Muhammad Yunus oversaw the 
transition following the ouster of 
Hasina after violent student-led pro-
tests in 2024 -- brought the BNP to 
power, with Tarique Rahman as 
its new chief after the death of his 
mother Khaleda Zia in December 
2025.

 He is married to Rahat Ara 
Begum, who studied at Calcutta 
University and later worked for 
private insurance companies. They 
have two daughters - one is a post-
doctoral fellow in Australia and the 
other teaches at a Dhaka school.

NEW DELHI

Delhi Police   said no per-
mission had been granted 
for a protest on reserva-
tion reforms at Jantar 
Mantar on August 21, 
dismissing social media 
posts claiming otherwise 
as “false and misleading”.

 In a statement, the 
police said, “Various 
videos are circulating 
regarding the alleged 
grant of permission for 
a protest, on the issue 
of reservation reforms, 
at Jantar Mantar on 21 
August, which is false 
and misleading.” 

“It is further clari-

fied that no permission 
has been granted to any-
one to hold a protest at 
Jantar Mantar on August 
21,” the police said.\  The 
police also said prohibito-
ry orders under Section 
163 of the BNSS, the erst-
while Section 144 of the 
CrPC, are already in force 
in the New Delhi district. 
Protest marches, proces-
sions, demonstrations 
and assemblies of five 
or more people are pro-
hibited. It advised people 
against amplifying, for-
warding or circulating 
unverified information 
about the alleged per-
mission and warned that 

legal action may be taken 
against those found creat-
ing or disseminating fake 
news. The clarification 
came after the Instagram-
based “Reservation Hatao 
Andolan” page, which 
has 5.6 million followers, 
shared a poster announc-
ing a “peaceful protest” at 
Jantar Mantar at 2 pm on 
August 21.

 The platform, which 
has gained traction by 
adopting protest-mobili-
sation tactics associated 
with the Cockroach Janta 
Party (CJP), has called for 
a physical demonstration 
against the reservation 
system.

INTERNATIONAL

WASHINGTON

The US gross national debt has 
surged past $40 trillion for the 
first time, government data 
showed Wednesday, outstrip-
ping earlier forecasts at a pace 
fuelled in part by President 
Donald Trump’s invalidated 
tariffs.

The uptick in borrowing is a 
blow to Trump, who promised 
to cut public spending during 
his 2024 presidential campaign, 
and sparked a backlash from US 
representatives across the polit-
ical field.

The new record comes as 
longer-term US obligations 
linked to social security and 
health care have been growing, 
while interest payments have 
climbed as well.

Total public debt outstand-
ing stood at $40.05 trillion at 
the close of business Tuesday, 
according to data released 
Wednesday by the Treasury 
Department.

That surpasses an earlier 
forecast by the Congressional 
Budget Office that overall bor-
rowing would hit $39.4 trillion by 
the end of fiscal year 2026.

Rising US debt comes as 
concerns over inflation and 
government spending have been 
driving investor worries, and 
the cost of borrowing has grown.

The war in the Middle East 
has also piled pressure on 
Trump, costing the lives of 18 
American service members and 
$37.5 billion in military spending 
as the nearly six-month-old con-

flict grinds on with little sign of 
resolution.

Defense spending shows 
no sign of slowing, with the US 
House of Representatives nar-
rowly passing an annual defense 
policy bill in July that would 
authorize a record $1.15 trillion 
in funding for the Pentagon.

 Savings from Trump’s com-
mission to slash the US federal 
workforce and agencies have 
also been hard to quantify, with 
independent observers insist-
ing figures claimed by the US 
government -- the Department of 
Government Efficiency (DOGE) 
website currently posts cuts of 
$215 billion -- fall short of actual 
savings. Trump’s mega-wealthy 
ally Elon Musk, who led the 
cost-cutting drive, said in 2025 
he believed his stint was “a lit-
tle bit successful”. Republican 
Senator Rick Scott joined a wave 
of lawmakers in condemning 
the debt surge, urging Congress 
to “get spending under control 
and BALANCE THE BUDGET”.

 “Americans deserve better,” 
he wrote on X.

 Democratic Senator Mark 
Kelly, a retired US Navy combat 
pilot, accused Trump of enrich-
ing himself while running up the 
national debt. 

“The President said he’d pay 
off the debt in his first term. Well 
we all knew that was a lie,” he 
posted. 

 “Instead he ran it up to $40 
trillion while he and his family 
made billions.”

 Democratic Congressman 
Ted Lieu accused Trump of 

having “ushered in the Golden 
Age of Debt.”

 Yields on long-term 
Treasury bonds rose Tuesday 
to the highest level since 2007, 
reflecting growing price pres-
sures due to war on Iran and 
anxiety over US deficit spending.

 The increase forces the US 
government to refinance debt 
at the highest rates since before 
the 2008 global financial crisis. 

But the US Treasury 
Department moved to steady 
the long-term bond market 
early Wednesday, sending yields 
lower. The federal government 
operates at a deficit and borrows 
money to help cover its obliga-
tions, including its war spending 
and tax cuts. 

“It’s been well-known for 
a while that the United States 
government was on a pretty 
unsustainable path with defi-
cits,” said Jessica Riedl, a budget 
and tax fellow at the Brookings 
Institution. 

“Over the last few years, the 
United States has moved into 
roughly $2 trillion deficits, even 
during peace and prosperity,” 
she added.

 While deficits of three to four 
percent of GDP used to worry 
financial markets, she noted that 
levels are closer to six to seven 
percent of GDP now.  “That has 
made markets more nervous,” 
she said. 

As inflation pushed interest 
rates higher, interest costs on the 
debt have risen as well, and costs 
linked to an ageing population 
are pushing up deficits.
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Delhi police deny 
permission to 

‘Reservation Hatao 
Andolan’ protest at 

Jantar Mantar

Mirza Fakhrul rises from leftist student 
activist to Bangladesh president

US national debt exceeds 
$40 trillion for first time

PM Modi asks secretaries to break 
departmental silos, adopt long-
term approach to governance
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VOLUNTEERS REGISTERS
@ NEIR 2026

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY

STUDENTS’ 
INTERNSHIP

NE INDIA 
WRITING STAR 

CONTEST

CONNECT@ KRC TIMES

SPACE 
FOR 
YOU
ONLY

               Rs. 150/- per day

To engage with KRC TIMES, 
please use the following e-mails 
and WhatsApp Nos:
For News: krctimes@gmail.com 
/ WP: 8721838313
For Advertisement: info@krcfoun-
dation.org / WP: 9330830083
For Subscription:krctimes@gmail.
com / WP: 8721838313
Editor: biswadeep.gupta@gmail.
com/ WP: 8721838313

We are looking for 
volunteers across NE & 
West Bengal Interested 
candidates (College 
students, youths) can 
register at https://
northeastintegrationrally.
in/Volunteer_Registration.
aspxor, send an email: 
neintegrationrally@gmail.
com

Business establishments, educational 
institutions, individual service pro-
viders etc. can enlist themselves or 
advertise their products or services at 
the most reasonable cost in InfoCom 
Diary. Send your details to InfoCom 
Solutions at: infocom.krc@gmail.com                                                              
Submit Here: https://bit. ly/
InfoComDiaryForm

Students can apply for a three-
months internship with KRC 
Foundation. During the internship 
the student can get an opportu-
nity to work on a live project. On 
successful completion the stu-
dent is awarded a certificate. 
Apply to 5E for Success:
 5eforsuccess@gmail.com
For Details Visit:
https://bit.ly/krcstudentinternship

or 
www.krcfoundation.org/prod-
ucts-services/training-develop-
ment-5e-for-success/internship

Participate in NE India Writing Star 
Contest and get your writings published. 
Eligibility: From Class VI onwards. Each 
participants receives a digital participa-
tion certificates. Send articles at: info@
krcfoundation.org
For Details Visit:
 https://bit.ly/NEIndiaWritingStarContest 
www.krcfoundation.org/campaigns-csr/
ne-india-writing-star-contest

You can judge a lot about 
a person’s character by 
what they laugh at. 

PLACEMENT 

Fresher, job seekers can register 
with KRC Placements.Send 
resume to -
5eforsuccess@gmail.com
To source candidates, organisation 
can contact KRC Placements at
info@krcfoundation.org
For Details Visit:
 https://bit.ly/krcplacements
Apply here: 
https://bit.lyKRCPlacementForm

NIKETU IRALU: 
A Conscience of Humanity

 PRAMOD BORO 

“He was a man of wisdom in our time.
Who taught us the deepest meaning 

of humanity
-to listen with compassion, speak 

with truth
and cherish the value of reconcilia-

tion and peace.”
There are people who pass through 

our lives, and there are rare souls who 
leave a light behind. They do not mere-
ly teach us how to live; they awaken 
something within us that we did not 
know existed. They do not simply offer 
answers; they teach us how to ask the 
questions that matter most.

Niketu Iralu was such a soul, his 
departure has left a silence that words 
cannot adequately embrace. The hills 
of Nagaland may continue to stand in 
their timeless prettiness, the winds 
may still move through the valleys, 
and the world may continue its restless 

journey, but 
for those who 
knew him, 
s o m e t h i n g 
profoundly 
precious has 
gone quiet.
For me, Ni-
ketu Iralu 
was far more 

than a mentor, guide or philosopher. 
He was a mirror in which I learned 
to see myself. He helped me know my-
self, find myself and understand the 
many colours of human society: the 
colours of courage and fear, compas-
sion and cruelty, truth and deception, 
love and prejudice.He taught me that 
the most difficult journey is not the 
journey across mountains or borders, 
but the journey from the self towards 
the truth within oneself.Through his 
wisdom and his example, he encour-
aged me to examine what is right and 
what is wrongaccording to the endur-
ing principles of human dignity and 
conscience, and not according to con-
venience, power or circumstance. He 
taught me that doing the right thing is 
not always the easiest path, but it is the 
path that gives meaning to human life.

Above all, he taught me the sacred 
idea of selfless service.In a world in-
creasingly measured by achievement, 
possession, influence and recognition, 
Niketu reminded us that the highest 
measure of a human being is how much 
one can give without asking what one 
will receive in return. Service, for him, 
was not charity from one person to 
another. It was an expression of our 
shared humanity.His life belonged 
neither to one community nor to one 
geography.Though deeply rooted in 
Nagaland and the Northeast of India, 

his vision reached far beyond moun-
tains, borders and identities. His work 
through Initiatives of Change and Asia 
Plateau reflected a conviction that hu-
manity’s deepest wounds cannot be 
healed by power alone. They require 
listening, humility, truth, courage and 
reconciliation.

He had the extraordinary ability 
to speak truth without hatred, listen 
without prejudice, and disagree with-
out diminishing another human be-
ing.He listened to people’s pain,their 
fears, their dreams.And he listened not 
merely to respond, but to understand 
and that quality iseven more rare in 
our world.We live in an age of extraor-
dinary scientific and technological 
progress, yet humanity continues to 
struggle with conflict, intolerance, 
loneliness, inequality, mistrust and 
violence. We can communicate across 
continents in seconds, yet we often 
fail to communicate with the human 
being sitting beside us.He understood 
this paradox deeply and he believed 
that reconciliation does not mean for-
getting injustice. Peace does not mean 
surrendering truth. Living together 
does not require us to obliterate our 
differencesrather, peace begins when 
we recognise the dignity of another hu-
man being even when we disagree with 
them.That is why his message belongs 
not only to Nagaland, not only to India, 
and not only to Asia.It belongs to the 
world.His contribution was recognised 
through several honours, including 
the 8th Soldier of Humanity Award 
presented by UNBT, Kokrajhar. But I 
believe the deepest honour of his life 
was the invisible one-the trust placed 
in him by people who found courage, 
reconciliation and hope through his 
presence.Today, his passing has creat-
ed a profound emptiness. The hills of 
Nagaland mourn.The IofC family and 
Asia Plateau mourn.The Northeast 
mourns.Bodoland mourns. All those, 
across different parts of India and the 
world, who were fortunate enough to 
come into his circle of influence feel 
the weight of this loss.

For a moment, we are speechless 
and thoughtless and perhaps, in such 
moments, silence itself becomes a 
language of grief.Yet I do not wish to 
remember Niketu only through sor-
row.I wish to remember him through 
the light he left behind.A candle does 
not become smaller because another 
candle is lit from its flame. It becomes 
part of a greater light. In the same way, 
Niketu’s life will continue wherever 
someone chooses truth over falsehood, 

reconciliation over revenge, dialogue 
over hatred, service over selfishness 
and compassion over indifference.His 
physical journey has ended, but his 
moral journey continues through all 
of us who carry something of his wis-
dom in our hearts.I often think that the 
greatest teachers do not give us a map 
of life. They give us a compass.Niketu 
gave me such a compass.It will remain 
with me for the rest of my life.Whenev-
er I face difficult choices, I will remem-
ber his insistence on truth.Whenever I 
encounter disagreement, I will remem-
ber his patience in listening.Whenever 
I witness suffering, I will remember 
his call to serve.Whenever humanity 
appears divided, I will remember his 
faith in reconciliation.

And whenever power or position 
threatens to overshadow the human be-
ing within us, I will remember the sim-
ple but profound lesson he embodied: 
to remain human is itself the highest 
responsibility.I pray to the Almighty 
to receive his noble soul with infinite 
grace and eternal peace.I pray that his 
spirit may continue to guide us from 
beyond this earthly existence-to help 
us face the immense human crises of 
our age with compassion rather than 
anger, courage rather than fear, recon-
ciliation rather than revenge, and love 
rather than hatred.The world today 
does not merely need more powerful 
people.It needs more humane people.It 
needs more listeners and bridge-build-
ers.More truth-seekers and servants of 
humanity.More people willing to car-
ry another person’s pain as though it 
were their own.Niketu Iralu showed 
us that such a life is possible.I will re-
main deeply and eternally grateful to 
him for helping me know myself, find 
myself and understand my responsi-
bility towards humanity.The ideas he 
shared with me, and the values I have 
tried to share with others, will remain 
with me as a guiding spirit for the rest 
of my life.

Perhaps this is the most beautiful 
way a human being can defeat death-
not by living forever in the body, but 
by continuing to live in the conscience 
of others.Niketu Iralu will live there.
In our conscience.In our courage and 
compassion.In our commitment to 
peace and in every act of selfless ser-
vice offered to another human being.

May his soul rest in eternal peace.
May his light never fade.And may we, 
who remain behind, have the courage 
to carry that light into a world that 
needs it more than ever.With profound 
gratitude, reverence and love. 
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