P

KRC

Barak Festival
NE INDIA ADVENTURE SPORTS,
ART & CULTURE PROMOTION

. . Cf
Barak Valley, Assam | JAN-MAR 2025

www. krefoundation . org
Mob: 8721838313

Get all the latest and updated news
of today in the evening. For
subcribing to this e-paper contact
at -8721838313

SUBSCRIBE
T300 / year

WhatsApp payment details : 8721838313
info@krcfoundation.org

PERSPECTIVE

Confidence Is silent.
Insecurities are loud.

Manipur’s Ariha Pangambam
scripts history with India’s first
Asian aerobic gymnastics gold

IMPHAL

Manipur gymnast Ariha
Pangambam has created
history by becoming the
first Indian to win the se-
nior women’s individual
gold medal at the Asian
Aerobic Gymnastics Cham-
pionships.

Ariha clinched the his-
toric gold at the 2026 edition

1 at the UCI-certified Tagay-
tay City Velodrome in the
Philippines from August 4
to7.

The Manipuri gymnast
) delivered a remarkable

performance in the final,
scoring 19.100 points to secure the top position. Her
routine was praised for its artistry, precise execution
and high degree of difficulty.

The victory marks India’s maiden gold medal in
the senior women’s individual event at the Asian
Aerobic Gymnastics Championships and represents
a significant milestone for Indian gymnastics.

The championship, organised by the Gymnastics
Association of the Philippines under the aegis of the
Asian Gymnastics Union, brought together more
than 400 athletes and officials representing 11 coun-
tries.

Participants included gymnasts from India, Ja-
pan, South Korea, Thailand, Vietnam, Indonesia,
Mongolia, Cambodia, Chinese Taipei, Hong Kong
and the Philippines.

WHO SAID WHAT

Education Minister Prahlad Joshi
Ji made the record straight.

The number of Universities in
India has increased by 70%
since 2014, highlighting the
expansion of higher education in
the country.

~ Kiren Rijiju, Parliamentary
2 Affairs Minister
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MANIPUR REMAINS CUT OFF,

IMPHAL

Essential and normal goods, petro-
leum products, e business platforms
remained completely cut off from the
rest of the world due to stirs, landslides
causing intense hardships to the masses
in Manipur.

Manipur has two main nation-
al highways, Imphal to Jiribam and
Imphal to Mao of which the first one
which is lengthy and muddy remains
the only reliable highway since the out-
break of the crisis in Manipur’s Chura-
chandpur district on 3 May 2023. Imphal
to Mao highway passes through some
pockets resided by Kuki communities
and travel is not advisable for Naga,
Meitei and other residents of the state.

Imphal to Jiribam highway is much
safer as it has few Kuki villages and the
government is bringing in goods by pro-
viding escorts. Movement on the high-
way has also suffered a setback as Kuki
militants stopped vehicles and looted.

Chief Minister Yumnam Khemchand
discussed the situation with security
personnel and assured them of adequate
security.The transporters said the
highway is in pathetic condition , ma-
jor portions filled with mud while mis-
creants extort money from the drivers.
Most of the e business services have
stopped services to the state and stocks
at most shops have depleted. Huidrom
Bablu of the Kangleipak Students’ As-
sociation (KSA) said essential items
are sold at inflated prices. He said his
organisation has started a campaign
to check prices of goods.

A shopkeeper said cement is sold
at double the prices available in other
neighbouring states hence a cement
bag costs around Rs 700 per bag while
it is available around Rs 300 in neigh-
bouring states. Prices of onions, pota-
to, garlic are sold at four times the ac-
tual price as there is a shortage in the
market. A person who was shopping
in the market complained.

Petroleum product transporters
complained of loot by militants and
decided to stop service however af-
ter being assured to provide security
transportation have started. Most oil
depots continue to be closed down and
petrol is available in black market
only costing Rs 200 to Rs 250 per liter.
The transporters said they provided
videos of Kuki militants stopping ve-
hicles and looting people; however the
government has not yet acted. Home
Minister K Govindas said he has seen
the video however the faces of the mil-
itants are not seen clearly and identifi-
cation is difficult.

The transporters further said even
India Postal goods were looted on July
26, 2026, near Litan Police Station in
Ukhrul district by a mob in a Kuki vil-
lage. Important documents, passports,
certificates were burnt by the villagers
and hence transportation of postal
goods have also stopped.

Blockades and counter blockades

PRICES OF GOODS SKY HIGH

escalated after six Naga men were
killed by Kuki miscreants in May and
the two communities have blocked
roads as both communities have start-
ed fighting with each other. Since May
2023 the only option for most people to
go out of the state is by air and flight
rate to Guwahati is more than Rs
10000 and appeals by the people to the
government to intervene and stop the
price hike has failed to materialise ac-
cording to a travel agent. The Agartala
to Guwahati air flight rate is less than
Rs 3000 and the Imphal to Guwahati
flight rate is even higher than interna-
tional flights, he said.An official said
the government has decided to pro-
vide adequate security to the trucks
which are coming from Jiribam how-
ever problems arise when any vehi-
cle breaks down as the whole convoy
can’t wait for a single vehicle. There
is no rail connectivity upto Imphal
and the Government of India in 2008
declared a ‘National Project’ owing to

its strategic and regional importance.
Work on the 111 km line is going on a
slow pace and the completion date was
extended several times and the target
has again been extended to 2029.

With the roads cut off, air travel
beyond the means of the common
masses, oil depots running dry, shops
closed down, prices of vegetables, es-
sential commodities sky high, life has
become miserable for the common
masses.Government officials said the
Chief Minister will go to meet Naga
villagers tomorrow and interact with
leaders of various communities at
Imphal to ease the tension. Manipur
valley which is about ten percent of
the total land is inhabited by all com-
munities and there is no report of any
ethnic clashes. Thadou, Zou, Hmar,
Meitei, Tangkhul and other communi-
ties are freely moving around and liv-
ing together however in the hill areas
the movements of people and goods
are yet to be normalised.

Centre tells Supreme Court Biren
Singh audio clips were manipulated,

NEW DELHI

The Central government on Friday
informed the Supreme Court that fo-
rensic analysis had found the audio
recordings allegedly linking former
Manipur Chief Minister N. Biren
Singh to the 2023 ethnic violence had
been manipulated, urging the court
to dismiss the petition seeking an in-
dependent investigation.

Appearing before a bench of Jus-
tices Sanjay Kumar and Sanjeev
Sachdeva, Additional Solicitor Gen-
eral Aishwarya Bhati relied on a
report prepared by the National Fo-
rensic Sciences University (NFSU),
Gandhinagar, to contend that the
recordings had undergone multiple
alterations and could not be relied
upon as authentic evidence.

Bhati argued that even the longer
version of the recording, later sub-
mitted by the petitioner, contained
numerous edits. Referring to inputs
received from the Central Forensic
Science Laboratory (CFSL), she told
the court that the recording showed
41 alterations, and urged the bench
to dismiss the petition with costs.

The bench, however, said both
parties should be given adequate
time to examine the latest forensic
findings before advancing further
arguments. It directed that copies
of the six-page NFSU report, dated

seeks dismissal of plea

July 30, 2026, prepared by Dr Surbhi
Mathur, Associate Professor at the
School of Forensic Science, NFSU,
Gandhinagar, be furnished to both
the petitioner and the Centre.

Representing the petitioner,
the Kuki Organisation for Hu-
man Rights Trust, senior advocate
Prashant Bhushan questioned the
Centre’s reliance on the NFSU find-
ings. He referred to an earlier foren-
sic assessment conducted by Truth
Labs, which he said had found a “93
per cent match” between the voices
in the disputed recording.

The petition centres on audio
clips that allegedly capture Singh ad-
mitting he had “fuelled insurgency
and protected those who looted the
arms” during the ethnic violence
that erupted in Manipur in 2023.

The petitioner had originally sub-
mitted a 48-minute audio recording.
In August 2025, the Supreme Court
directed the NFSU to examine the
recording and determine both its
authenticity and whether the voice
belonged to Singh.

The forensic institution subse-
quently concluded that the clip was
an edited and truncated segment of
a longer recording and stated that it
could not conclusively establish ei-
ther the authenticity of the audio or
the identity of the speaker.

Following the submission of the
complete recording, which runs
for two hours and 26 minutes, the
Supreme Court in April this year
directed the NFSU to conduct a
fresh forensic examination of the
full audio and compare it with
Singh’s admitted voice samples.

After hearing the submis-
sions, the bench adjourned the
matter, allowing both sides time
to study the latest forensic report
before the case proceeds further.

Heavy Rain,
Thunderstorms
Likely in Guwahati
as IMD Issues 24~

Hour Warning
GUWAHATI

lIT Guwahati develops

handheld

device for

rapid bacterial detection

GUWAHATI

The India Meteorological Department
(IMD) has issued a 24-hour heavy rain-
fall warning for Guwahati and adjoining
areas, cautioning residents about thun-
derstorms, lightning and spells of intense
rain that could disrupt normal life.

The warning, issued at 8:30 am on
Saturday, will remain in effect until 8:30
am on August 9. The IMD has forecast
light to moderate rainfall of up to 6 cm
across Guwahati, while isolated locations
could receive heavy rainfall between 7cm
and 11 cm.The weather conditions are
likely to trigger waterlogging in low-lying
areas, underpasses and other vulnerable
locations, potentially disrupting traffic
and increasing travel time on major
roads.Periods of intense rainfall could
also reduce visibility and make road con-
ditions hazardous for commuters. The
IMD has cautioned that slippery roads,
particularly in vulnerable areas, may
pose additional risks.

The advisory also flagged the possi-
bility of temporary disruptions to power
supply and municipal services. Ferry
and boat operations could be affected if
weather conditions deteriorate.

Strong winds accompanying thunder-
storms, coupled with saturated soil, may
increase therisk of trees being uprooted.
Landslides and mud slips are also possi-
ble in vulnerable hilly areas.

Residents have been advised to
remain alert and closely monitor weather
updates and official advisories. People
have also been urged to take shelter in
safe locations during thunderstorms and
avoid unnecessary travel during periods
of intense rainfall.

Commuters have been asked to exer-
cise caution while travelling through
waterlogging-prone and landslide-prone
areas and to follow traffic advisories
issued by authorities.

Researchers at the Indian Insti-
tute of Technology (IIT) Guwa-
hati have developed a low-cost
handheld device that can rap-
idly detect bacteria, potentially
making bacterial testing faster,
more accessible and less depen-
dent on conventional laborato-
ry procedures.

The device uses an Organic
Field Effect Transistor (OFET)
to detect bacteria and accu-
rately differentiate between
Gram-positive and Gram-nega-
tive bacterial types.

The technology has been de-
veloped by Parameswar K Iyer
of the Department of Chemis-
try and Siddhartha S Ghosh of
the Department of Biosciences
and Bioengineering, along with
former PhD scholars i
Dey, Ashish Singh and Deepan-
jalee Dutta from the Centre for
Nanotechnology at IT" Guwa-
hati.

Technology could reduce
dependence on conventional
testingBacterial identification
traditionally involves laborato-
ry-based procedures, including
culturing samples before fur-
ther analysis. The newly devel-
oped OFET-based device could
help simplify and accelerate
this process by enabling rapid
detection through a portable
platform.

Its handheld design and rel-
atively low-cost approach could
make the technology particu-
larly useful in settings where
access to sophisticated labora-
tory infrastructure is limited.

The researchers said the
device’s ability to distinguish
between Gram-positive and
Gram-negative bacteria could
further support bacterial analy-
sis and identification.

Potential applications be-
yond healthcare

While rapid bacterial detec-
tion has clear applications in
healthcare and diagnostics, the
technology could also find use
in several other fields.

Potential applications in-
clude environmental moni-
toring, scientific research and
specialised security-related op-
erations, including anti-bioter-
rorism measures.

A portable detection system
could be useful for monitoring
bacterial contamination in dif-
ferent environments and for
carrying out preliminary anal-
ysis outside conventional labo-
ratory settings.

Research patented and pub-
lished

The innovation has been
patented and the findings have
been published in the Journal
of Materials Chemistry A, a
journal of the Royal Society of
Chemistry.The development
adds to IIT Guwahati’s growing
body of research aimed at trans-
lating scientific advances into
practical technologies.

The handheld bacterial de-
tection device could eventually
contribute to faster screening
and monitoring in healthcare,
environmental and other spe-
cialised applications, subject
to further development and de-
ployment.

Manipur reopens highways for free movement, restores Imphal-Dimapur bus service

F i é

IMPHAL

The Manipur government on Sat-
urday announced the immediate
reopening of the state’s National
Highways for free movement of peo-
ple from all communities and the
resumption of the Imphal-Dimapur

bus service, signalling an attempt
to restore connectivity disrupted by
prolonged conflict and blockades.
Chief Minister Yumnam Khem-
chand Singh made the announce-
ment during his visit to Kangpokpi
district, along with Deputy Chief
Minister Nemcha Kipgen and Saitu

MLA Haokholet Kipgen.

The Chief Minister said the deci-
sion was prompted by the difficulties
faced by ordinary people due to pro-
longed disruption of highway con-
nectivity. Residents travelling from
Manipur towards Guwahati had at
times been forced to spend more than
Rs 10,000 because of the restrictions
on regular highway movement, he
said.

“I am not willing to make promis-
es that I cannot fulfil. We will concen-
trate on practical measures that can
bring tangible relief to the people,”
Khemchand said.

Deputy Chief Minister Nemcha
Kipgen backed the decision and said
National Highways must remain ac-
cessible to everyone.

“National Highway is nobody’s
property; it is the nation’s property,”
she said, adding that connectivity
would be restored progressively, in-
cluding routes linking Imphal with
Churachandpur and other parts of
the state.

Imphal-Dimapur bus service to
resume

The government also announced
the resumption of the Imphal-Dima-
pur bus service, which had remained
disrupted amid the conflict and
blockades.

Khemchand said the service
would be available to people from all

communities, with security arrange-
ments put in place to ensure the safe-
ty of passengers.

National Highway-2, which con-
nects Manipur with Nagaland and
the wider national road network,
has remained one of the state’s most
important lifelines. Saitu MLA Ha-
okholet Kipgen said the highway had
served as a lifeline for communities
in Manipur since the Second World
War and stressed the need to keep it
open.

Prolonged blockades and count-
er-blockades by different communi-
ties have severely affected movement
along the state’s major highways,
disrupting supplies, trade, health-
care, education and livelihoods.

Highway reopening announced
amid protests

The announcement came during
Khemchand’s visit to Kangpokpi,
where sections of Naga civil society
had opposed his visit and demanded
justice for six Naga villagers who
were allegedly abducted and subse-
quently killed during the conflict.

Naga civil society organisations
staged a protest around Namdilong
earlier in the day. Protesters also
waved black flags in parts of the dis-
trict as the Chief Minister’s convoy
passed through.

Despite the protests, Khemchand
continued with his scheduled visit

and reached the Kangpokpi district
headquarters without any untoward
incident.

Addressing a gathering, the Chief
Minister appealed to people from dif-
ferent communities to trust and sup-
port one another, saying every crisis
had a solution.

He also urged people to develop a
shared sense of identity, saying they
should identify themselves first as
Indians and then as Manipuris.

Khemchand said development in
Manipur could not be complete with-
out development in its hill districts,
including Kangpokpi, and stressed
that lasting peace would require col-
lective efforts from all communities.

Kangpokpi gets development push

During his visit, the Chief Min-
ister announced a series of develop-
ment initiatives for Kangpokpi.

Kangpokpi District Hospital will
be upgraded to a 100-bed facility with
a CT scan unit, while Primary Health
Centres will be constructed at Mot-
bung and T. Waichong. The Commu-
nity Health Centre at Saikul will also
be upgraded.

The government plans to con-
struct a major retaining wall along
rivers in the district as part of
flood-control measures. New sports
infrastructure and a City Conven-
tion Hall-cum-Guest House have also
been proposed.

A dedicated computerised exam-
ination centre will be established in
Kangpokpi, the Chief Minister said.

Khemchand inaugurated a dial-
ysis unit and District Blood Storage
Facility at Kangpokpi District Hos-
pital and handed over ambulances to
the Chief Medical Officer.

Benefits under several govern-
ment schemes, including PM-JAY,
TB Mukt Bharat, Mission Vatsa-
lya, PM-Kisan, PM Surya Ghar and
PM-KUSUM, were also distributed.

Agricultural sprayers, financial
assistance to internally displaced
persons and support for dialysis pa-
tients were among the other benefits
provided during the programme.

Two young sportspersons - a foot-
baller and a badminton player - were
also felicitated for their performanc-
es in international competitions.

The Chief Minister was accompa-
nied by several MLASs, senior state
officials and other government rep-
resentatives during his visit.

The highway reopening and res-
toration of the Imphal-Dimapur bus
service are expected to provide re-
lief to residents and businesses that
have faced prolonged disruption to
transportation. The effectiveness of
the move, however, will depend on
sustained security arrangements
and cooperation among communities
along the affected routes.
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FAST-TRACKING
PAPER LEAK
CASES

ne hundred and fifty-eight.
That is the number of pa-
rleak and recruitmentfira-
d cases in which the CBI
completed its work, filed
its chargesheets, and then
watched the matter vanish
into the maw of India’s court
system. Some of these cases were registered more
than two decades ago. A student who sat an en-
trance examination in 2003 could, by the time such
a case finally comes to trial, be looking at retire-
ment rather than recruitment. Scroll through the
state-wise tally and the pattern repeats with grim
monotony. Twenty-five cases in Delhi, including
the ATIMS PG examination irregularities of 2010-
11 and the CAT scandal of 2004. Fourteen in Tamil
Nadu. Ten apiece in West Bengal and Uttar Pra-
desh. Eight in Rajasthan. Five each in Bihar, Jha-
rkhand and Karnataka. Investigations conclude,
chargesheets are filed, and then cases sit - waiting
for a court date that never seems to arrive.

The human cost of this institutional inertia is
not abstract. It was on full display at Jantar Man-
tar, where students and job aspirants gathered to
vent an anger that had been building for years, not
months. Their fury was not simply about a leaked
Ppaper or arigged exam,; it was about a system that
appeared to shrugat their stolen futures. The accu-
sed often walk free on bail - some have even retired
from service and now draw a pension funded by
the very taxpayers they defrauded - while the fu-
ture of youth is mortgaged to a corrupted exami-
nation system. Some cross the upper age limit for
the jobs they once qualified for. Others watch the
businesses behind these scams quietly rebrand,
change partners, and carry on as before, apparent-
ly untouched by the machinery of justice.

This is not merely inconvenient; it is corrosive.
Delay is the great solvent of criminal prosecution.
Witnesses grow old, move away, or simply lose
the will to testify. Memories become hazy after
years. Identification of the accused, never straight-
forward at the best of times, becomes close to im-
possible. Investigating officers are transferred,
prosecutors change, even the presiding judge in
a case may be replaced more than once before a
matter is finally heard. Each such change resets
momentum and invites the very real possibility
that painstakingly built cases will collapse - not
because the evidence was weak, but because the
system took too long to use it.

The Government deserves recognition for final-
ly taking action. The Public Examinations (Pre-
vention of Unfair Means) Amendment Act, 2026, is
a serious legislative response to what had become
a chronic failure. It requires the establishment of
a Special Fast-Track Court in every state and Uni-
on Territory, which will hear cases daily without
the customary adjournments that have prolonged
many cases. Trials arising from fresh chargeshe-
ets are to conclude within three months; pending
cases transferred to these courts are to be wound
up within the same window. Where an accused
faces other charges under the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, those too will be tried together rather
than scattered across multiple courtrooms. It is,
on paper, a comprehensive fix - and one born di-
rectly of sustained public pressure. One agitation,
sustained and unignorable, has changed the cour-
se of policy. That is worth acknowledging.

But legislation alone convicts no one. The Cen-
tre has shown intent; now the burden shifts to the
state Governments and the judiciary to convert
that intent into an outcome. High Courts must
move swiftly to designate the fast-track benches.
State Governments must appoint the special pub-
licprosecutors thelaw envisages and do so without
the bureaucratic delay that has plagued this issue
from the start. And crucially, the reform must not
stop at CBI cases alone. Paper-leak investigations
conducted by state police, crime branches and an-
ti-corruption bureaus deserve the same urgency
and the same fast-track treatment. Justice cannot
be rationed by which agency happens to be inve-
stigating.

The coming months will be a genuine test. If
chargesheets translate into daily hearings and da-
ily hearings translate into verdicts within the pro-
mised three months, India’s exam aspirants will
finally see what has long been denied them: not
just an investigation completed, but a case conclu-
ded, and a perpetrator held to account. That, and
nothingless, is the promise that must now be kept.

You can’t blame gravity for falling
in love -

Albert Einstein

HAKA'S POLITICAL
ROSSROADS AND A
WTEST FOR INDIA-

GLADESH RE

= S/ 3

LALIT GARGG

Former Bangladesh Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina’s announce-
ment that she intends to return to
her homeland in December 2026
is far more than a political dec-
laration. It has emerﬁed as a 511g-
nificant development that could
shape South Asia’s evolving geo-
olitical landscape, the future of
democratic values, and the tra-
jectory of India-Bangladesh rela-
tions. At a time when Bangladesh
is grappling with political transi-
tion, deep ideological polarization,
and institutional uncertainty, Ha-
sina’s statement has shifted the
national political discourse onto
a new axis. Her assertion that
“neither arrest, imprisonment,
nor even the threat of death can
prevent me from returning to my
country” serves as an emotional
ra11_§lf1ng call for her Sl'l&) orters
while presenting a formidable po-
litical challenge to her opponents.
Since the change of govern-
ment last year, Bangladesh has
witnessed growing concerns over
the impartiality of democratic
institutions and the shrinking
space for political tolerance. The
verdict delivered by the Interna-
tional Crimes Tribunal against
Sheikh Hasina, followed by inten-
sified action against her support-
ers, has reinforced the perception
that political competifion is in-
creasingly giving way to political
retribution. The recent attack on
the residence of former national
cricket captain Shakib Al Hasan,
who attended Hasina’s press con-
ference, further indicates that ]i)o-
litical dlsagr_eement.ls graduall
spilling over into social unrest. At
the same time, a close associate of
Prime Minister Tarique Rahman
publicly challenging Sheikh Ha-
sina to “return immediately and
face the consequences” reflects
the fact that Bangladesh’s political
climate remains far from normal.
In any democracy, disagreement
with a political leader or party is
natural. However, such differenc-
es must be resolved through fair
political competition and inde-
endent democratic institutions.
en restrictions, intimidation,
or fear are used to counter a lead-
er’s popularity, the very spirit of
democracy is weakened. Sheikh
Hasina’s proposed return should
therefore be viewed not merely
as the comeback of an individual
olitician, but as a critical test of
angladesh’s democratic matu-
rity. Any attempt to exclude the
Awami League from the political
process would inevitably raise
serious questions about the credi-
bility of Bangladesh’s democratic
system. .
Bangladesh’s political contest
today extends well beyond the
traditional rivalry between the
Awami League and the Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party (BNP). It
has evolved into a struggle over
the nation’s historical 1dentity,
the legacy of the 1971 Liberation
War, and the ideological direction
of its future. While the Awami
League continues to present itself
as the authentic guardian of the
Liberation War’s ideals, the BNP
has increasingly sought to stake
its own claim to that legacy. This
competing interpretation of his-

e

tory has further dee%)ened politi-
cal polarization. In this context,
Sheikh Hasina’s return has the
potential not only to alter political
equations but also to reshape the
national narrative itself. ]

Against this backdrop, India’s
role assumes exceptional impor-
tance. India and Bangladesh share
far more than %qura hical prox-
imity; their relationship is root-
ed in common history, culture,
landguage, economic coogeratlon,
and strategic interests. Over the
%zast decade and a half, bilateral
ies reached unprecedented levels
of trust and cooperation, largely
facilitated by the stron%{ under-
standing between Sheikh Hasina’s
government and New Delhi. Land-
mark achievements included the
resolution of longstanding bound-
ary disputes, enhanced ener
cooperation, improved connectiv-
ity, joint counterterrorism efforts,
and expanded links with India’s
northeastern states. The recent
political transition, however, has
laced this hard-earned trust un-
er fresh strain. While India has
extended security and refuge to
Sheikh Hasina, it has simultane-
ously maintained constructive
engagement with Bangladesh’s
new government—a reflection of
diplomatic maturity. India’s chal-
lenge is not to appear aligned with
any particular political party but
to preserve a stable, balanced, and
enduring relationship with Ban-
gladesh as a nation.

In this context, the Twelfth
BRICS Summit, to be hosted in
New Delhi, could provide an im-
Portant diplomatic opportunity.
f Bangladesh’s Prime Minister
Tarique Rahman participates
and holds meaningful discussions
with India’s leadership, it could
ave the way for easing recent
ensions and rebuilding mutual
confidence. The summit should
not remain confined to economic
cooperation alone; it should also
serve as a platform for dialogue on

such as the renewal of the Ganges
Water Treaty, the long-pending
Teesta water-sharing agreement,
cross-border trade, illegal mi-
gration, border security, and the
uestion of Sheikh Hasina’s extra-
ition will significantly influence
the future direction of bilateral
relations. These sensitive matters
demand legal prudence, diplomat-
ic restraint, and practical wisdom
rather than emotional or political-
1}71 driven responses. In particular,
the extradition issue is not mere-
ly a legal matter; it is intertwined
with international law, bilateral
agreements, and broader strategic
considerations. India will have to
strike a careful balance between
its treaty obligations, judicial pro-
cesses, and long-term national in-
terests. o
Another significant concern
for New Delhi 1s China’s expand-
ing influence in Bangladesh. The
new government’s growing en-
gagement with Beijing and its
willingness to pursue strategical-
ly important infrastructure and
investment projects suggest that
Dhaka is_attempting to diversi-
%7 and balance its foreign policy.
ather than viewing this sqlefr
throug_h the lens of strategic rival-
ry, India would be better served by
strengthening a partnership based
on trust, development, and mutual
benefit. Greater cooperation in in-
frastructure, investment, educa-
tion, healthcare, technology, and
people-to-people exchanges would
reinforce the long-term resilience
of India-Bangladesh relations.
Ultimately, Sheikh Hasina’s pro-
gosed return is a test of Bangla-
esh’s democratic character. If
she is afforded a fair 0}1)portun1ty
to participate in the political pro-
cess, the people of Bangladesh
will decide who should lead their
nation. However, if political ven-
geance, repression, and violence
continue to dominate the land-
scape, Bangladesh’s democratic
credibility will suffer, with wider

LATIONS

ments with restraint, strategic
balance, and long-term vision. It
should neither become a partic-
ipant in Bangladesh’s internal
political contest nor compromise
Its commitment to democratic
principles. The central objective
of India’s foreign policy should
remain the creation of a stable,
peaceful, democratic, and pros-

perous_neighbourhood. Such an
DIGITAL WAR OF WORDS

In velvet robes and tailored suits,
Thez trade in promises and boots.
Wigl golden tongues and practiced
smiles

They walk the long, deceitful
miles. .

Thez do not pick a pocket clean
Or break a lock where they are
seen;

;l'hey steal in light, with pen and
aw,

The grandest thefts you ever saw.
They steal the tax, they steal the

an
With one polite, outstretched
hand.

They rob the young of future

reams, .
And stitch their pockets at the
seams. .
They trade your trust for polished
coins, .

Where greed and quiet power

oins.
ll'h?' sign a bill, they shift a line,
tal

And take what’s yours to call it
mine.

Yet history keeps a heavy toll_

Forlthose who sold their public

soul.

The statues fall, the pages turn,

: d even gilded thrones must
urn.

~ Annonymous

environment is indispensable for
India’s own security, economic
%rowth, and regional leadership.
Today, what the region requires
is not political triumph but polit-
ical maturity. Bangladesh must
demonstrate that democracy is
not merely about conducting elec-
tions; it is equally about respect-
ing the opposition, safeguarding
judicial independence, protecting
freedom of expression, and foster-
1n§_p011t1cal olerance. Likewise,
India must demonstrate that its
enga%e_ment with neighbouring
countries rests not on individuals
but on institutional trust, mutual
respect, and shared strategic in-
terests. o
If Sheikh Hasina indeed returns

to Bangladesh in December 2026,
it will represent far more than the
return of a former prime minister.
It will simultaneously test Ban-
ladesh’s democratic resilience,
ndia’s diplomatic statesmanship,
and the political stability of Sou
Asia. If this cha]len(fe is managed
through dialogue, democratic re-
straint, and p_rudent diplomacy,
the present crisis could ultimate-
ly become the foundation for re-
newed trust and a new chapter in
India-Bangladesh relations.

A crucial question, however,
remains unanswered: Will Sheikh
Hasina’s return to her homeland
inject fresh vitality into Bangla-
desh’s democratic political com-

regional stability, democratic val-
ues, and strategic security cooper-
ation. India also faces several com-
plex bilateral challenges. Issues

implications for peace and stabili-
ty across South Asia.

 India, for its part, must con-
tinue to approach these develop-
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%)'etition, or will it deepen the na-
ion’s existing political divisions
even further?
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Manipur CM appeals for end to blockades,
says disruptions hurting economy and workers

AUNCHING OF  IMPHAL
= Is & “ LR M€  Manipur Chief Minister Yumnam
porta Khemchand Singh on Friday ap-

obile A PP' icati pealed to people to refrain from
bandhs, blockades and other disrup-
tive agitations, saying such protests
were adversely affecting the state’s
economy, hampering the supply of
essential commodities and causing

severe hardship to daily wage earn-

ers.

The Chief Minister made the ap-
peal while inaugurating a two-day
Consultative Meeting-cum-Seminar
on the Demographic Profile of Ma-
nipur at Classic Grande, Imphal.

Referring to the recurring high-
way protests witnessed in recent
months, Khemchand Singh said
prolonged blockades had strand-
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Nagaland DGP

Teachers stage protest in Silchar,

ed truck drivers carrying essen-
tial goods into the state, leading
to disruptions in the movement of
supplies and affecting ordinary cit-
izens.

He said repeated interruptions to
transport and commercial activities
ultimately hurt vulnerable sections
of society, particularly daily wage
workers who depend on regular eco-
nomic activity for their livelihood.

The Chief Minister stressed that
the government remained commit-
ted to supporting initiatives aimed
at public welfare and expressed con-
fidence that the recommendations
emerging from the seminar would
contribute positively to the inter-
ests of the people, provided they
remained within the framework of
the Constitution.

Khemchand Singh urged citi-
zens to avoid protests that interfere
with the normal lives of the public
and called for constructive dialogue
and constitutional means to address
important issues facing the state.

Speaking at the seminar, Ma-
nipur Home Minister Govindas
Konthoujam said the state govern-
ment had already conveyed to the
Centre its willingness to conduct a
National Register of Citizens (NRC)
exercise in Manipur in accordance
with constitutional provisions and
existing laws.

He also said that the Ministry
of Home Affairs had constituted a
High-Level Committee to examine
demographic changes in the coun-
try and urged people to rise above
political and ideological differences

to protect the interests of Manipur’s
indigenous communities.

The seminar was jointly organ-
ised by the Home Department, Gov-
ernment of Manipur, and the Mani-
pur State Population Commission.
The event was attended by senior
government officials, community
leaders, civil society organisations,
academicians and intellectuals,
who participated in discussions on
demographic trends and related pol-
icy issues in the state.

The Chief Minister’s remarks
come amid continuing concerns
over disruptions to road connectiv-
ity and the movement of essential
commodities in Manipur, where
blockades and protest actions have
periodically affected transporta-
tion, trade and everyday life.

Assam reshuffles senior police officers, transfers

"rtgﬁ' tm'“('lzte"a' demand withdrawal of SND
stailr 10 aaaress
root causes of SPARSH salary order —_—
Chal Ienges SILCHAR said these concerns had been repeat-
edly brought to the attention of the
DIMAPUR More than 100 teachers affiliated authorities, but no concrete meas-
with the Assam State Primary  ureshadbeen takentoaddressthem.
Nagaland DGP Rupin Sharma on  Teachers’ Association (ASPTA) The symbolic sit-in was organ-
Friday urged all ministerial staff staged a onehour demonstration ised to press for the immediate with-

of the state to identify and address
the root causes of challenges to im-
prove the functioning of the state
government.

Addressing the 5th biennial con-
ference-cum-50th general meeting
of the Nagaland Directorate Min-
isterial Service Association (NDM-
SA) at the Capital Convention Cen-
tre in Kohima as the chief guest,
Sharma called upon the ministerial
staff to familiarise themselves with
the rules and procedures of govern-
ing government service, particu-
larly the Nagaland Government
Servants Conduct Rules.

Describing knowledge of gov-
ernment rules and regulations as
a fundamental responsibility of
ministerial staff, he asked them to
uphold integrity and make respon-
sible decisions throughout their
careers.

The state police chief stressed
the importance of maintaining a
well-organised and systematic file
management system in govern-
ment offices.

He observed that the younger
generation of employees recruited
through public service examina-
tions possess the knowledge and
capability to make valuable contri-
butions to the ministerial establish-
ment of the directorates.

Atthe sametime, hesaid, theex-
perience and wisdom of senior staff,
combined with the enthusiasm and
fresh perspectives of younger em-
ployees, would strengthen the func-
tioning of government offices.

Delivering the exhortation,
the first administrative officer of
the nagaland public works depart-
ment, Kroneicho Naki, described
the ministerial staff as the back-
bone of the government.

He called upon them to carry
out their duties with integrity, dis-
cipline and accountability.

He also exhorted them to re-
main committed to public service
and strive to leave behind a legacy

of dedication, professionalism
and faithful service.

outside the office of the District Ele-
mentary Education Officer (DEEO)
in Silchar on Friday, demanding
the withdrawal of an order making
the SND SPARSH module manda-
tory for the disbursal of salaries to
VO-SRD teachers.Holding placards
and banners, the protesting teachers
raised slogans against the Assam
government and the state’s Educa-
tion Minister, alleging that the new
system would create administrative
complications and lead to delays in
the release of salaries.

Association members contended
that linking salary payments with
the SND SPARSH module would im-
pose additional procedural require-
ments on VO-SRD teachers, many of
whom are already grappling with ad-
ministrative challenges and pending
salary-related issues.The protesters

drawal of the order, with association
leaders asserting that the directive
directly affects the livelihood and
financial security of teachers across
the state.

They urged the government to
reconsider the decision and resolve
the long-pending grievances of SRD
teachers without further delay.

Warning of a larger agitation if
their demands remain unmet, the as-
sociation said the protest would not
end with the one-day demonstration.
It announced plans to intensify the
movement across Assam if the gov-
ernment fails to withdraw the order
and address the issues raised by the
teaching community.

The protesters maintained that
their agitation would continue until
the government responds positively
to their demands.

The Assam government on Fri-
day carried out a major reshuffle
in the state police administra-
tion, transferring and promot-
ing several senior IPS and APS
officers across Kkey positions,
including Inspectors General
(IG), Deputy Inspectors General
(DIG), Senior Superintendents of
Police (SSP) and other leadership
posts.

According to a notification
issued by the Home and Political
Department, the transfers and
promotions have been made in
the interest of public service and
will take effect from the date the
officers assume charge of their
new assignments.

Among the senior-level ap-
pointments, Ratna Singha, IPS,
has been allowed to officiate as
Inspector General of Police (Spe-
cial Branch), while Bijoy Giri
Kuligam, IPS, has been allowed
to officiate as Inspector General
of Police (BTAD), Kokrajhar.

Kangkan Jyoti Saikia, IPS,

tor General of Police (Eastern
Range), Jorhat, while Prasama
Sagar Changmai, IPS, has been
posted as Inspector General of
Police, Fire and Emergency Ser-
vices, Assam.

At the Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral level, Dr Robin Kumar, IPS,
has been allowed to officiate as
DIG (Modernisation, Planning
and Coordination) while contin-
uing as DIG (Armed Police). Gau-
tam Borah, IPS, has been allowed
to officiate as DIG (Border), Am-
rit Bhuyan, IPS, as DIG (Special
Branch), Sudhakar Singh, IPS,

Tripura to launch special electoral roll revision
from September 9, final list on December 23

AGARTALA
Tripura will commence a Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of its elec-
toral rolls from September 5, with
the revised voters’ list scheduled to
be published on December 23, Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO) Brijesh
Pandey announced on Friday.

Addressing a press conference,
Pandey said the exercise is aimed
at ensuring that the state’s elector-
alrolls remain accurate, inclusive,
updated and free of duplicate, shift-
ed, deceased or otherwise ineligible
entries.“The objective of the SIR is
toinclude every eligible elector and
ensure that no ineligible person is
included in the electoral roll,” he
said, adding that October 1, 2026, has
been fixed as the qualifying date for
the revision.

Tripurahas 60 Assembly constit-
uencies, 3,356 polling stations and
nearly 28.971akh registered electors,

including 14.52 lakh men and 14.45
lakh women. To carry out the exer-
cise, the Election Commission will
deploy 3,356 Booth Level Officers
(BLOs) and 375 BLO Supervisors
across the state.As part of the revi-
sion process, BLOs will undertake
door-to-door visits from September
15 to October 14, distributing pre-
filled Enumeration Forms to exist-
ing voters. Officials said each BLO
will visit every household three
times to assist electors in verifying
and completing their forms before
collecting the signed documents.

Electors will be required to
check the pre-filled details, make
necessary corrections or addi-
tions, sign the forms and submit
them within the prescribed period.
The forms can also be filed online
through the designated portal or the
ECINET application.

Pandey clarified that no docu-

ments will be collected during the
house-to-house enumeration phase.
If additional verification becomes
necessary, the concerned Electoral
Registration Officer (ERO) will issue
anotice after the publication of the
draft electoral roll, allowing the
elector to submit the required doc-
uments.He also clarified that while
Aadhaar may be accepted as proof
of identity, it will not be treated as
proof of citizenship.

The draft electoral roll will be
published on October 21 at desig-
nated locations and on the CEQ’s
official website. Copies will also be
supplied to recognised political par-
ties.The period for filing claims and
objections will run from October
21 to November 20 through the pre-
scribed Forms 6, 7 and 8. Lists of all
claims and objections received will
be displayed on notice boards and
shared with recognised political par-

ties through the respective Electoral
Registration Officers.

The final electoral roll will be
published on December 23.Pandey
said that under Section 24 of the
Representation of the People Act,
1950, any elector aggrieved by an
order of an Electoral Registration
Officer may file a first appeal
before the District Magistrate and
Collector, who functions as the
District Election Officer, followed
by a second appeal before the
Chief Electoral Officer.He further
informed that BLOs are currently
mapping electors and their prog-
eny by linking records with the
2005 electoral rolls, noting that the
last Special Intensive Revision in
Tripura was conducted in 2005.
Those records have now been
uploaded to the CEQ’s website,
enabling voters to verify their ear-
lier entries.

Imphal Peace Museum Observes Hiroshima Day with
Painting Competition on Peace and Reconciliation

BISWADEEP GUPTA

T em—

IMPHAL: The Imphal Peace Museum, in
collaboration with the Manipur Tour-

ism Forum, observed Hiroshima Day
with a painting competition on the
theme “Peace and Reconciliation” at
the museum in Red Hills on Thursday.

s R 4= F A

and spoke about the historical signifi-
cance of the Battle of Imphal during the
Second World War and its connection
with Japan. He said the museum stands
as a symbol of reconciliation between
India and Japan and plays an import-

explained how Sadako folded paper
cranes while praying for peace and
recovery. The paper crane has since
become a global symbol of hope, resil-
ience and peace.

The students were also taught the
traditional Japanese art of making Ori-
gami Cranes. The activity helped them
learn about Japanese culture while un-
derstanding the wider message of peace
and compassion.

The painting competition was held
in two categories. Group A included
students from Classes III to VI, while
Group B was for students from Classes
VII to X. The young participants cre-
ated colourful artworks highlighting
friendship, unity, harmony, environ-
mental protection and the need for a
world without war.

Cash prizes and certificates were
presented to the winners and partici-
pants. The organisers appreciated the
students for using their creativity to
convey strong messages of peace.

The programme was attended by
Dr. L. Surjit, President of the Manipur
Tourism Forum; Paonam Surjit, Secre-
tary; Kh. Krishnan Singh, Treasurer;
and Haobam Joyremba, Director of the
Imphal Peace Museum.

The organisers said Hiroshima
Day should not be seen only as a day
to remember the tragedy of the atomic
bombing. It should also remind people
of the need to reject violence and build

as DIG (North Eastern Range),
Tinsukia, Ranjan Bhuyan, IPS,
as DIG (Security), Pranabjyoti
Goswami, IPS, as DIG (Admin-
istration), and Rajen Singh, IPS,
as DIG (Central Range/Hills
Range). Y.T. Gyatso, IPS, has
been transferred as DIG (West-
ern Range).

The reshuffle also brought
changes in district police leader-
ship. Partha Protim Das, IPS, has
been posted as Senior Superin-
tendent of Police, Cachar, while
Veera Venkata Rakesh Reddy,
IPS, has been appointed SSP, Na-
gaon.

Among APS officers, Sarmist-
ha Barua has been posted as SSP,
Darrang, Ashif Ahmed as SSP,
Biswanath, Nirupam Hazarika
as SSP, Hojai, Prakash Sonowal
as SSP, Dhemaji, while Nishant
Saurabh, IPS, has been trans-
ferred as SSP, Morigaon.

Other key appointments in-
clude Mohan Lal Meena, IPS, as
Director, Directorate of Forensic
Science, Swapnaneel Deka, APS,
as SSP, Golaghat, Sanjib Kumar

and promotions across key leadership posts

Saikia, APS, as Commandant,
20th Assam Police Battalion,
Panbari, and Jyoti Ranjan Nath,
APS, as Commandant, 10th As-
sam Police Battalion, Kahilipara.

The government has also as-
signed charge postings to several
officers of the 2021 batch of the
Indian Police Service. Nitisha
Sanjay Jagtap, IPS, has been
posted as SSP, State Crime Re-
cords Bureau (CID), Rajat Kumar
Pal, IPS, as AIGP (Armed Police),
Dergaon, Atul Kumar, IPS, as
AIGP (Welfare) and Staff Officer
to the Director General of Police,
Mahato Amitkumar Sidhipras-
ad, IPS, as DCP (Border), Guwa-
hati, Aman Prakash Meena, IPS,
as SSP, Vigilance and Anti-Cor-
ruption Cell-C, and Desai Tushar
Uttam, IPS, as SSP (Cyber Crime-
1I), CID.

The Home and Political De-
partment said all transfers, pro-
motions and officiating arrange-
ments will come into effect from
the date the officers formally as-
sume charge of their respective
postings.

Amit Shah likely to chair

BJP-Tipra

Motha talks

ahead of Tripura Village
Council polls

AGARTALA

Union Home Minister Amit Shah is
expected to chair a meeting with lead-
ers of the BJP and Tipra Motha Party
in New Delhi on August 8 or 9 to dis-
cuss a possible electoral alliance and
strategy for the upcoming Village
Council elections in Tripura.

The Village Council elections,
held under the Tripura Tribal Ar-
eas Autonomous District Council
(TTAADC), are scheduled for Sep-
tember after a gap of nearly nine
years following prolonged legal pro-
ceedings in the Supreme Court.

With the polls approaching, the
BJP has intensified its prepara-
tions by holding a high-level core
committee meeting at the party’s
central headquarters in New Delhi
on Thursday. According to party
sources, it was the first meeting ex-
clusively focused on the forthcom-
ing Village Council elections.

A senior BJP leader said prelim-
inary discussions centred on the
party’s electoral strategy, organisa-
tional preparedness and efforts to
strengthen its presence in the trib-
al-dominated regions of the state.

The meeting, which lasted
around 90 minutes, was attended
by senior BJP leaders, including B.
L. Santhosh, Sambit Patra, Rajdeep
Roy, Manik Saha, Ratan Lal Nath,

Bikash Debbarma, Abhishek Deb
Roy, Biplab Kumar Deb, Rajib Bhat-
tacharjee, Rebati Tripura, Pratima
Bhoumik, along with the party’s
general secretaries and vice-presi-
dents.

According to party sources, dis-
cussions focused on strengthening
booth-level organisation, finalising
campaign plans, expanding out-
reach in tribal areas and mobilising
party workers. Leaders also re-
viewed the prevailing political situ-
ation and assessed possible electoral
scenarios ahead of the polls.

Although the BJP and Tipra Mo-
tha have been allies in the Tripura
Assembly since 2023, a final decision
on whether the two parties will con-
test the Village Council elections to-
gether is yet to be announced.

Meanwhile, senior Tipra Motha
leaders have begun assembling in
New Delhi for consultations. MLA
Ranjit Debbarma reached the na-
tional capital on Wednesday, while
party founder Pradyot Bikram
Kishore Manikya Debbarma and
Minister of State Brishaketu Deb-
barma are expected to join the dis-
cussions.

A party insider said the BJP is
also expected to hold another round
of talks with Tipra Motha leaders in
the presence of Chief Minister Man-
ik Saha and state BJP president Ab-
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Nearly 80 students from different
schools took part in the competition,
using art to express their ideas about
peace, harmony, friendship and a world

a future based on dialogue, empathy
and mutual respect.

The programme concluded with the
distribution of prizes and certificates,

ant role in promoting peace education
among young people.
Joyremba also shared the moving
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day daydreamin During the programme, Haobam gf Hiroshima but later developed leu% students to promote peace, friendship Certificate  Free Trainin
y day g. Joyremba, Director of the Imphal Peace D and harmony in their schools and com- :

kaemia due to radiation exposure. He

Museum, interacted with the students munities.
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India opts for France-led
FCAS to enter sixth-gen-
eration fighter race

NEW DELHI

India has begun efforts to join
France’s sixth-generation fight-
er programme, choosing the
French-led Future Combat Air
System (FCAS) over the rival
British-Italian-Japanese Global
Combat Air Programme(GCAP)
asitseeksafoothold innext-gen-
eration combat aviation.

In its Action Taken sub-
mission to the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on Defence,
the Defence Ministry said ithad
“initiated efforts in a concerted
manner to co-join” FCAS, a
programme spearheaded by the
French government.

The disclosure, contained
inthe committee’s Twenty-Fifth
Report for 2025-26 tabled in the
Lok Sabha on Friday, provides
clarity on a choice the ministry
had left open in March. It had
then told the committee that the
Indian Air Force was looking to
join one of the two competing
sixth-generation fighter pro-
grammes.

The other option was GCAP,
under which Britain, Italy and
Japanare developinganext-gen-
eration combat aircraft, known
as Tempest.

The move comes as major
military powers race to develop
combataircraft designed around
stealth, artificial intelligence (AI),
advanced sensors, electronic
warfareand manned-unmanned
teaming.

Unlike conventional fighter
programmes, sixth-generation
systems are being developed

Jf"‘-i%r INdrg

as a “system of systems”, with
the crewed fighter expected to
operate alongside unmanned air-
craft, remote carriers and other
networked assets while receiv-
ing and sharing data across the
battlespace.

The technology has growing
relevance for India as China
expands its air-combat capabil-
ities. The People’s Liberation
Army Air Force (PLAAF) oper-
ates the J-20 and J-35 stealth
fighter and isdevelopinga wider
ecosystem involving unmanned
systems, long-range weapons,
airborne sensors and electronic
warfare capabilities. The country
hasalso flown two prototypes of
its sixth gen fighters.

Meanwhile, India’s own
fighter fleet remains below its
authorised strength, while the
indigenous Advanced Medium
Combat Aircraft (AMCA), the
country’s flagship fifth-gen
fighter programme, is still under
development. The government
hastargeted around 2029 for the
firstflight of AMCA, with the air-
craft expected to form the back-
bone of India’sfuturefighterfleet.

The parliamentary com-
mittee has separately sought
a roadmap and timeline for
India’s sixth-generation fighter
capability.

The choice of France also
comes against the backdrop
of a rapidly expanding India-
France defence relationship.
India is now working towards
closing the French proposal for
114 additional Rafales worth Rs.

3.25lakh croreforthe IAF, where
the offer envisages substantial
production and manufacturing

French aerospace major
Safran is also working to final-
ise the deal with DRDO’s Gas
Turbine Research Establishment
(GTRE) for the development of a
120KN high-thrust fighter engine
which will power the second
tranche of the AMCA fighter or
the AMCA MK2.

FCAS was originally con-
ceived by France, Germany
and Spain as a broader combat
system comprising a new-gen-
eration fighter, unmanned
remote carriers, advanced sen-
sors and a combat cloud. The
fighter was intended to even-
tually replace France’s Rafale
and the Eurofighter operated by
Germany and Spain.

The programme, howev-
er, was hit by disagreements
between French company
Dassault Aviation and Airbus
over the division of work, devel-
opmentleadership and intellec-
tual property.

France and Germany subse-
quently abandoned their plan
to jointly develop the crewed
fighter in early June. France is
expected to pursue the fighter
component under Dassault,
while Germany continues work
with Spain on its own future
combat-aircraft effort.

The change is significant
for India because the FCAS pro-
gramme it had been evaluating
earlier this year has since been
reshaped. The government has
not disclosed the precise form of
India’s proposed participation,
including whether it is seeking
an observer role, a develop-
ment partnership, production
workshare or access to specific
technologies.

TheSCODhasnow asked the
defence ministry to provide a
“status report, roadmap and
timeline” on the sixth-genera-
tion fighter programme in its
next submission.

Keep curiosity, learning instinct
“alive’ in life: PM Modi to students
at lIT Delhi convocation ceremony

NEW DELHI

Addressing the 57th convocation cer-
emony at IIT Delhi, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi urged students to ques-
tion things that are accepted without
a thought.

He insisted that they should not
only question but also show courage to
find solutions, adding that challenges
will turn into opportunities for those
who dare to find new solutions to chal-
lenges.

PM Modi also advised the students
to keep their curiosity alive in life and
keep their learning instinct alive.

He said the more empowered the
youth of the country are, the more
empowered the entire country will
be. Modi said India is now working
towards becoming self-reliant in every
sector; whether it is economic self-re-
liance, technological self-reliance, or
industrial self-reliance; this forms the
strong foundation of ‘Viksit Bharat’.

Highlighting the profound emo-
tional resonance of the ceremony, he
reflected on the vibrant, dream-filled
atmosphere of the campus.

Congratulating the students and
their families on their academic
achievements, Modi emphasised that
their degrees represent much more
than academic success, serving as a
mandate to contribute to the nation.

He extended special praise to the
medal recipients and celebrated the
launch of new Al initiatives at the
institute.

“You are stepping out from here
with a dream of doing a lot for the
country,” he said.

Reflecting on the whirlwind jour-
ney of the students, Modi vividly
recalled their transition from orienta-
tion day to convocation, acknowledging
the diverse aspirations, from landing
first salaries and building startups to
pursuing further competitive exams,
that fill their minds.

“You must absolutely have a lot
of satisfaction from this remarkable
journey and the enthusiasm of start-
ing a completely new chapter in life,”
he said.

Referring to the rapidly shifting
geopolitical and strategic global land-
scape, the prime minister identified

the relentless speed of technological
advancement as the primary catalyst
for these massive global transforma-
tions.

He framed this era of rapid change
as a dual landscape of unprecedented
challenges and vast new opportunities.

“Amidst all this rapid change,
remember my words: the one who
continuously learns is the one who
will win,” he said.

Redefining the true value of an IIT
degree, Modi emphasised that the qual-
ification goes far beyond a high CGPA
(cumulative grade point average) or
a lucrative placement offer, acting
instead as a definitive global certifi-
cation of advanced problem-solving
capabilities.

“Your degree tells the entire world
that you know exactly how to solve
highly difficult problems,” he said.

Drawing a parallel between aca-
demic perseverance and lifelong
resilience, Modi advised the youths
to tackle massive life challenges by
breaking them down into manageable
components, much like solving com-
plex laboratory simulations.

“If difficulties inevitably come in
life, entirely new opportunities will
also emerge; you just have to remain
completely alert,” he said.

Contrasting structured academic
environments with unpredictable real-
world scenarios, Modi told the gradu-
ates that unlike their university exams,
life’s most critical challenges operate
entirely ‘out of syllabus’. He stressed
that true success lies not merely in
answering pre-defined questions, but
in identifying and solving the problems
that society has complacently accepted.

“The fundamental reason for the
success of many alumni was that they
boldly identified those crucial ques-
tions which the world had stopped
considering as questions,” he said.

Reflecting on the historical bur-
dens carried by past generations,
Modi recalled how the singular goal
of achieving independence defined an
entire era marked by immense sacri-
fice and penance.

He urged the current generation
to define their own legacy by aligning

their career trajectories directly with
the nation’s developmental goals over
the next three decades.

“The basis of every decision of
yours should absolutely be what the
benefit to the country will be and which
national need will be fulfilled,” he said.

Detailing the government’s aggres-
sive push toward comprehensive
self-reliance across economic, tech-
nological, and industrial sectors, Modi
underscored that youth empowerment
is the foundational bedrock of a devel-
oped India.

He celebrated the administration’s
strategic policy decisions to democra-
tise and open traditionally restricted
sectors to young innovators.

Referring to the “explosive growth”
of the space sector and “rapid domes-
tic advancement in semiconductor
manufacturing” in India, the prime
minister said, “somewhere a youth
is proudly saying with full self-confi-
dence: ‘First in my bloodline to make
achip in India’”.

Crediting the current generation for
powering India’s Startup Revolution,
he hailed the massive economic
momentum generated by unicorns, dig-
ital payments, and the FinTech boom,
which have provided unprecedented
entrepreneurial platforms for millions.

“All these revolutions have given
millions of youths of the country an
incredible opportunity to do something
completely new for the first time,” he
said.

Mapping out the frontiers of future
technological dominance, Modi high-
lighted critical emerging sectors such
as artificial intelligence, data centres,
critical minerals, deep-sea exploration,
quantum computing, and energy secu-
rity.

“Many such cutting-edge fields are
eagerly waiting for your immense tal-
ent, your bold innovation, and your
strong leadership,” he said.

Detailing initiatives to democratise
academic resources, he highlighted
the ‘One Nation One Subscription’
programme, which ensures that pres-
tigious global research journals are
accessible even in the smallest cities
without extra costs.

UN emphasises need for _
accountability if people were harmed ~backs oil and gas

Colombia’s new
president signals
energy policy shift,

WASHINGTON

Voicing concern over the volatile
security situation in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir, a spokesperson
for UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres has emphasised the need
for accountability for actions taken
against people involved in peaceful
protest.

The Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK) region has been witnessing
protests for several months over 12
contentiousrefugee seats, triggering
a crackdown by security forces.

The protests intensified with
elections to the so-called Assembly
in the region starting at the end of
lastmonth amid allegations of wide-
spread rigging.

According to the Joint Awami
/Action Committee (JAAC), a collec-
tive of activist groups, more than 40
people were Killed during the first
phase of polls on July 27.

Besides, it claims that some 400
protesters have been killed since
the first week of June. Both claims
have been dismissed by the Pakistan

government.

The JAAC has alleged that the
establishment manoeuvres the
12 refugee seats to install a prime
minister of its choosing to lead the
so-called government in PoK.

India maintains that the entire
Union Territories of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh are its inte-
gral and inalienable parts.

New Delhi also asserts that
Pakistan has been in “illegal and
forcible occupation” of parts of these
Union Territories.

“The Secretary-General supports
the work of his High Commissioner,
and we certainly hope that the pleas
made by Mr Turk will be listened
to,” Deputy Spokesman for the
Secretary-General Farhan Haq
said here on Friday in response to
aquestion by PTI.

The UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights Volker Turk had on
July 17 expressed concern about the
recent developments in PoK, call-
ing for an impartial and thorough
investigation into the deaths of pro-
testers, Pakistan’s ban on the JAAC

and arrest of its leaders.

Turk had appealed for calm in
PoK amid a wave of unrest ahead
of regional elections at the end of
the month, a statement issued in
Geneva last month had said.

On whether there will be calls
for accountability from the author-
ities on the crackdown on protes-
tors in the PoK, Haq said on Friday,
“It’s important that all authorities
everywhere allow for peaceful pro-
test, and certainly that is the case
here.

“If there have been people
harmed for engaging in peaceful
protest, there needs to be account-
ability for that,” Haq added.

Turk’s statement had specifical-
ly said that dozens of people, mostly
protesters but also law enforcement
personnel, were reportedly killed
since June ahead of the vote for
the Legislative Assembly starting
July 27.

The High Commissioner had
called for prompt, thorough and
impartial investigations into all
deaths that have occurred due to

in peaceful protests in Pok

the unrest, both amongst protesters
and members of security forces.

The JAAC -amovement behind
the protests comprising traders,
transporters, students, lawyers,
activists and others has been
banned under anti-terrorism laws
for allegedly threatening public
order and security.

There are 53 seats in the
so-called PoK legislative assembly,
45 are directly elected, while eight
are reserved for women, techno-
crats and clerics.

Elections for the 45 seats are
being held in three phases, with
the first phase on July 27 and the
second phase on August 2 marred
by violent protests.

The Shehbaz Sharif government
has dismissed the JAAC claim of
over 400 deaths since the first week
of June, saying the figure is “overly
exaggerated.

“The number of people Killed in
protests is in two digits. Moreover,
security personnel have also lost
their lives,” PM’s adviser Rana
Sanaullah said in a TV statement
recently.

India on August 4 described the
so-called local body elections in PoK
as a “complete farce,” asserting
that such “hollow” exercises can-
not hide the ground reality in the
region. The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) strongly criticised
Pakistan’s crackdown on protesters
in PoK and said the international
community should see through
the “flimsy veneer” of Islamabad’s
“hypocritical lecturing” on human
rights.

“This so-called local election in
PoK is a complete farce. The real
happening is that of public protests
and wanton killings by Pakistani
forces. Such hollow exercises can-
not hide reality,” MEA spokesper-
Isf?rllh Randhir Jaiswal said in New

elhi.

BOGOTA

Colombian President Abelardo
de la Espriella on Friday
pledged to revive the coun-
try’s oil and gas sector, restore
state-owned energy company
Ecopetrol and strengthen the
electricity system, arguing that
energy security would be a cor-
nerstone of his administration.

Speaking during his inau-
guration, de la Espriella said
Colombia would pursue an
energy transition — a shift
away from oil, gas and coal
toward cleaner energy sources
such as wind and solar power
—but insisted it must not come
at the expense of the country’s
oil and gas industry.

“I believe in the energy
transition,” he said. “But that
transition must be built from
strength, not from weakness,
from self-sufficiency and not
from dependence.”

The remarks reinforce
a sharp shift from former
President Gustavo Petro, who
stopped awarding new oil and
gas exploration contracts while
pushing Colombia toward
renewable energy and making
protection of the Amazon a cen-
terpiece of his environmental

agenda. Just four months ago,
Petro’s government hosted an
international summit in the
Caribbean city of Santa Marta
aimed at building support for
a global transition away from
fossil fuels.

Colombia’s President
Abelardo dela Espriella salutes
after taking the oath of office in
Cali, Colombia, Friday, Aug.
7,2026.

The commitments echo
promises de la Espriella made
throughout his presidential
campaign, when he repeated-
ly vowed to expand oil and gas
production and reverse key
elements of Petro’s energy
policy.

Calling energy security
“a matter of national sov-
ereignty,” de la Espriella
said Colombia could not
expect long-term prosper-
ity by leaving its natural
resources undeveloped. He
said rebuilding Ecopetrol,
Colombia’s majority state-
owned oil company and one
of the country’slargest sources
of government revenue and
export earnings, would be “a
definitive and absolute priori-
ty” after accusing the previous
administration of weakening

the company.
The new president also
confirmed his government
would authorize fracking —
amethod of extracting oil and
gas by injecting water, sand
and chemicals underground
to crack rock formations —
under what he described as
“the strictest technical and
environmental standards.”
He said his administra:
tion would also expand oi
and gas exploration to rebuild
Colombia’s declining reserves
guarantee the country’s ener:
gy security and attract invest:
ment back into the sector.
The president warned
Colombia’s energy system was
in a “critical situation,” citing
declining oil and gas reserves
delayed energy projects and
rising electricity demand.
He said the approaching
El Nino weather phenome
non, which typically brings
prolonged drought and can
reduce hydroelectric power
generation, meant there was
little time to act.
“The E1 Nino phenomenon
won’t wait for us. To overcome
it, it is imperative to imple
ment urgent solutions,” he
said.
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Rare 8mm Reels Set for

International Preservation:
Saving the Lost Visual Memo

of Pre-Industry Manipur

Dr. Johnson with Foundation Director Paolo Simoni,
inspecting a rare 8mm reel of MK Priyabrata Singh

BISWADEEP GUPTA

Long before feature films defined Mani-
pur’s cinematic identity, a small 8mm
camera was already quietly chronicling
the state’s socio-cultural life.

Fifteen fragile 8mm celluloid reels—
believed to have been captured by Ma-
haraj Kumar Priyabrata Singh, one of
the state’s earliest independent visual
chroniclers, and Kongbrailatpam Ibo-
hal Sharma—are set to undergo inter-
national inspection, cataloguing, and
archival preservation. The initiative
marks a major milestone in safeguard-
ing the early audiovisual heritage of
Northeast India.

The project is an international col-
laboration between the SN Chand Cine
Archive & Museum (SNCCAM)—oper-
ated by the Manipur State Film Devel-
opment Society (MSFDS)—and Italy’s
Home Movies Foundation — National
Family Film Archive in Bologna.

Moving Beyond Digitisation: Archi-
val Preservation

Unlike basic digital scans intended
purely for viewing, this initiative will
apply internationally recognized pres-
ervation standards. According to Paolo
Simoni, Director of the Home Movies
Foundation, the process encompasses:

Condition Assessment: A compre-
hensive physical and chemical diagnos-
tic evaluation of the film stock.

Specialized Conservation: Interven-
tions to address chemical decay, shrink-
age, and brittleness before scanning.

Archival Cataloguing: Metadata doc-
umentation conforming to FIAF (Inter-
national Federation of Film Archives)
benchmarks.

Preservation Masters: Creation of
high-resolution digital master files
while stabilizing the original celluloid
elements.

“Film stock is unforgiving. Unlike
memory, it does not remain intact mere-
ly because it is precious. It shrinks,
fades, and chemically deteriorates.

Once lost,

what it con-
tains disap-
pears forev-
er.”

Global
Training
Yields Local
Results

The collab-

Fﬂ'l sm-mu Tormaow

Excuses are useless.
Results are priceless.

oration stems directly from growing
international ties forged by MSFDS. Dr.
Johnson Rajkumar, principal of MSFDS
and a voluntary film conservationist,
represented India as the sole candidate
selected for the prestigious FIAF Film
Restoration Summer School 2026 and
the 40th 11 Cinema Ritrovato Festival in
Bologna.

His intensive training under experts
from the British Film Institute, Library of
Congress, and George Eastman Museum
laid the groundwork for this international
partnership.

Five Years of Archival Breakthroughs
in Manipur

Established in April 2021 during the
Golden Jubilee of Manipuri Cinema, SNC-
CAM has systematically built a conser-
vation ecosystem in Imphal with support
from the Film Heritage Foundation (FHF),
Mumbai.

Key achievements of Manipur’s film
restoration drive include:

Brojendragee Luhongba: The first fea-
ture directed by a Manipuri filmmaker
was rescued from severe physical degra-
dation and premiered in a restored 4K for-
mat in May 2022.

Ishanou (1990): Directed by Aribam
Syam Sharma and written by M.K. Binod-
ini Devi, the restored film was officially se-
lected for the prestigious Cannes Classics
section at the 2023 Cannes Film Festival.

Imagi Ningthem: Currently undergo-
ing digitisation and restoration via on-
going MSFDS-FHF collaboration.

National Film Heritage Mission: In
partnership with the National Film Ar-
chive of India (NFAI), Pune, eight fea-
ture films (including Sambal Wangma
and Mayophygee Macha) and four key
documentaries have been successfully
digitized.

Why Home Movies Matter

While celebrated narrative features
form the core of film heritage, archival
experts emphasize that amateur reels,
family recordings, and non-commercial
documentaries provide indispensable
historical evidence.

The 8mm reels of Priyabrata Singh
captured ordinary life, traditional rit-
uals, changing landscapes, and histori-
cal figures long before a formal film in-
dustry existed in Manipur. Preserving
these 8mm reels ensures that a rare,
firsthand visual account of 20th-century
Manipur remains accessible for genera-
tions to come.
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Fresher, job seekers can register
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resume to -
Heforsuccess@gmail.com

To source candidates, organisation
can contact KRC Placements at
info@krcfoundation.org

For Details Visit:
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aspxor, send an email:
neintegrationrally@gmail.
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