
SRIBHUMI

Tension has resurfaced along the 
Assam-Mizoram border in Sribhumi 
district after a group of Mizo resi-
dents allegedly entered nearly two 
kilometres into Assam and claimed 
the area as part of Mizoram, officials 
said.

The incident was reported from 
West Kalagang under the Ramkrish-
nanagar subdivision, where the 
group allegedly objected to the con-
struction of a house by a local resi-
dent and prevented the work from 
proceeding.

Following the development, As-
sam officials and police reached 
the area to assess the situation and 
prevent any escalation. Ramkrish-
nanagar Sub-Divisional Circle Offi-
cer Antara Pal and Jatrabari Police 
Station Officer-in-Charge Chittaran-
jan Bora visited the disputed site 
along with police personnel.

Officials from the two states sub-
sequently held discussions with the 
Officer-in-Charge of Kanmun Police 
Station in Mizoram’s Mamit district.

The meeting focused on maintain-
ing peace and preventing the dispute 
from escalating. As an interim mea-
sure, both sides agreed to maintain 
the existing status quo in the area.

Under the arrangement, no new 
houses or other structures will be 
permitted in the disputed stretch un-
til the land issue is resolved.

The latest development has re-
newed concerns among residents of 
West Kalagang and adjoining areas, 
where disputes over boundary de-
marcation, land surveys and posses-
sion have surfaced repeatedly.

The disputed area is located close 
to the Singla Forest Reserve under 

the Cheragi Range and is consid-
ered a sensitive stretch along the As-
sam-Mizoram boundary.

The two states have previously 
held discussions over alleged en-
croachment in the Soru Bhirband 
area. Several rounds of talks were 
conducted in 2020, but residents 
claim that they failed to produce a 
permanent resolution.

A separate dispute later emerged 
near West Kalagang LP School over 
the measurement and identification 
of land, further highlighting the dif-
ficulties surrounding boundary de-
marcation in the region.

With fresh claims now emerg-
ing, residents have renewed their 
demand for a clear and mutual-
ly accepted demarcation of the 
inter-state boundary to prevent 
recurring disputes and confronta-
tions.The Assam-Mizoram border 
has a history of serious tensions. 
The most violent confrontation 
occurred on July 26, 2021, when 
six Assam Police personnel were 
killed during a clash involving po-
lice forces of the two states at the 
Lailapur border area in Cachar 
district.Against this backdrop, the 
latest dispute has drawn close at-
tention from both administrations.
Although the situation in West Ka-
lagang remained peaceful after the 
intervention of officials, residents 
fear that unresolved questions over 
land ownership and the precise lo-
cation of the inter-state boundary 
could lead to renewed tensions if a 
lasting settlement is not reached.

For now, officials from both 
sides have agreed to maintain the 
status quo, while the underlying 
dispute over the land remains un-
resolved.

Hailakandi Orunodoi Row: Protesters 
Clash with Police Outside DC Office

25 More Houses 
Torched in Kangpokpi 

Village, Fresh 
Tensions Grip Area

IMPHAL
At least 306 people have been killed 
and 49 remain missing in the ethnic 
violence that has continued to affect 
Manipur since May 2023, Home 
Minister Govindas Konthoujam 
told the state Assembly on Thurs-
day.

Konthoujam disclosed the 
updated figures in response to a 
question from BJP MLA Sapam 
Ranjan Singh on the second day of 
the ongoing Assembly session. The 
figures cover incidents recorded up 
to August 31, 2026.

The violence between the Meitei 
and Kuki-Zo communities erupted 
on May 3, 2023, following a Tribal 
Solidarity March in the hill dis-
tricts. The march was organised in 
opposition to the demand for Sched-
uled Tribe status for the Meitei 
community.

The prolonged conflict has re-
sulted in deaths, disappearances 
and large-scale displacement, while 

repeatedly disrupting normal life 
across the state.

Meiteis account for around 53 
per cent of Manipur’s population 
and are largely concentrated in the 
Imphal Valley. Tribal communi-

ties, including the Nagas and Ku-
kis, constitute about 40 per cent of 
the population and predominantly 
inhabit the hill districts.

The violence also triggered a ma-
jor political crisis in the state. The 

BJP-led government headed by N 
Biren Singh resigned on February 
9, 2025, amid the continuing unrest, 
following which President’s Rule 
was imposed on February 13.

The 60-member Manipur As-

sembly, whose term runs until 2027, 
was placed under suspended ani-
mation during President’s Rule.

President’s Rule was revoked on 
February 4, 2026, paving the way for 
the formation of a new government 
under BJP leader Yumnam Khem-
chand Singh, who took over as chief 
minister.

The latest figures presented 
in the Assembly underline the 
continuing human cost of the 
conflict more than three years 
after violence first erupted.

With 49 people still officially 
reported missing as of August 
31, the issue of unresolved dis-
appearances remains a major 
concern for families affected by 
the violence.

The government’s disclosure 
comes as efforts continue to re-
store normalcy and address the 
political, humanitarian and se-
curity challenges arising from 
the prolonged conflict.

IMPHAL

The Manipur government has 
warned of strict legal action 
against individuals, organisa-
tions and groups involved in un-
lawful road blockades, highway 
obstructions and other activities 
disrupting public movement 
across the state.

The warning was issued in 
an order dated August 28 by 
Commissioner-cum-Secretary 
(Home) N Ashok Kumar and 
made public on September 3.

The government said those 
who organise, instigate, support 
or participate in unlawful block-
ades would face prosecution 
under relevant laws without fur-
ther notice.

The directive comes amid 
recurring disruptions along na-
tional highways and other major 
roads in Manipur, affecting the 
movement of essential commod-
ities and contributing to short-
ages and rising prices in several 
parts of the state.

According to the order, the 
government has received re-
ports and credible inputs about 
bandhs, road blockades, ob-
structions and other unlawful 
activities being carried out by 
various organisations, associa-
tions, groups and individuals on 
national highways and public 
roads.

The government said such ac-
tivities not only disrupt normal 
life but also affect public order 
and the safety of citizens. Pro-
longed road blockades also ham-
per the transportation of essen-
tial goods and adversely affect 
economic activity, it said.

The order specifically warns 
against activities involving dam-
age to public property, forcible 
restriction of movement and acts 
that could potentially result in a 
breach of peace.

The government also point-
ed to the constitutional right to 
freedom of movement, stating 
that unlawful obstruction of pub-
lic roads interferes with citizens’ 
ability to move freely across the 
country.

Deputy commissioners, po-
lice authorities and other law 
enforcement agencies have been 
directed to take immediate mea-
sures to ensure the uninterrupt-
ed movement of vehicles on na-
tional highways and other public 
roads.

They have also been instruct-
ed to initiate prompt legal pro-
ceedings against individuals or 
groups found violating the direc-
tive.

The government’s latest 
warning signals a tougher ap-
proach towards recurring road 
blockades, which have remained 
a major source of disruption to 
transportation and the supply 
of essential commodities in the 
state.

Authorities are now expected 
to closely monitor vulnerable 
stretches of national highways 
and take preventive measures to 
keep key routes open.

Govt of Assam intends to 
provide scholarships to 
100 students of 
@IITGuwahati
.I request the authorities 
to draw a roadmap on 
how we can actualise this 
plan. 
~ Dr. Himanta Biswa 
Sarma, CM, Assam

Manipur Cracks Down on 
Illegal Road Blockades, 
Warns of Prosecution

Assam Among Top-Performing 
States in New Criminal Laws 

Implementation: Himanta

Assam-Mizoram Border 
Tension Flares Up Again in 

Sribhumi Over Land Dispute

Manipur Violence: 306 Dead, 49 
Still Missing Since May 2023
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WHO SAID WHAT 

HAFLONG

The Indigenous People’s Forum (IPF) and 
several apex organisations in Assam’s Dima 
Hasao district have opposed the use of “Dima 
Hasao Autonomous Council” in place of the 
nomenclature “North Cachar Hills Autono-
mous Council”, describing the latter as the 
constitutionally prescribed name.

In a statement issued on Thursday, the 
IPF said the name of the autonomous coun-
cil could not be changed through a council 
notification, resolution or administrative 
order.

The forum said it had earlier raised the 
issue with Assam Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma, who, according to the organ-
isation, had stated that the council’s name 
had not been changed and that the nomen-
clature “N.C. Hills Autonomous Council” 
continued to be valid.

The IPF, however, expressed concern 
over an order issued by the council’s Prin-
cipal Secretary on August 31 directing heads 
of departments to use “Dima Hasao Auton-
omous Council” as the name of the council.

The forum questioned the legality and 
timing of the directive and alleged that vest-
ed political interests could be attempting to 
exploit the nomenclature issue to create di-
visions among indigenous communities.

The allegation has not been independent-
ly established.

Get all the latest and updated news 
of today in the evening. For 
subcribing to this e-paper contact 
at -8721838313

Dima Hasao Council 
Name Row: Indigenous 
People’s Forum Gives 14-
Day Ultimatum

PERSPECTIVE 

HAILAKANDI

A protest over the alleged deletion of 
eligible beneficiaries from Assam’s 
Orunodoi scheme turned tense out-
side the Hailakandi Deputy Com-
missioner’s office on Thursday after 
police resorted to a mild lathicharge 
when demonstrators attempted to en-
ter the premises.

The protest was led by Congress 
MLA from Algapur-Katlicherra, 
Jubair Anam, who along with a large 
number of residents marched to the 
Deputy Commissioner’s office on 
Kachari Road.

Police stopped the protesters at 
the entrance and put up barricades 
to prevent them from entering the 
office compound. The situation es-
calated briefly when some demon-
strators tried to push through the 
barricades, following which police 
used a mild lathicharge to control 
the crowd.

Several people who claimed to 
have been removed from the Oruno-
doi beneficiary list participated in 
the protest.

Addressing reporters, Anam al-
leged that repeated reviews of the 
beneficiary list had resulted in the 
exclusion of several eligible people 
from the welfare scheme.

He also alleged that genuine 
flood-affected families were being 
denied assistance and raised con-
cerns over alleged irregularities in 
the implementation of government 
schemes in the district.

“The people who should get 
Orunodoi are not getting the bene-

fits. Actual flood-affected people are 
also not receiving assistance,” Anam 
alleged.

The MLA claimed that the author-
ities had been informed about the al-
leged discrepancies but no effective 
action had been taken.

Anam said the protesters includ-
ed local residents affected by the al-
leged irregularities and not merely 
Congress workers.

“The people you see on the streets 
today are not merely our party work-

ers. They are residents of Hailakan-
di who have been affected by these 
issues,” he said.

He further alleged that people who 
had complained about irregularities 
in government schemes, including 
the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, 
were being harassed.

The Congress MLA also raised 
concerns over road construction and 
repair works in Hailakandi, alleg-
ing that some government-approved 
contractors had failed to execute 
projects despite the release of funds. 
He said the party was considering a 
separate agitation over the alleged 
irregularities in road projects and 
would seek an inquiry into the mat-
ter.

Meanwhile, the protesters re-
mained outside the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s office, demanding a meeting 
with the district administration and 
assurances on their grievances.

“We will wait until the DC comes 
and meets us,” a protester said.

Further details on the administra-
tion’s response were awaited at the 
time of filing this report.

Power comes from 
sincere service

KANGPOKPI

 At least 25 houses were allegedly set 
ablaze by unidentified miscreants in 
Tiporam village under Chalwa police 
station in Manipur’s Kangpokpi dis-
trict on Wednesday, officials said, a 
day after 10 houses were reportedly 
torched in three nearby villages.

The latest incidents have added to 
tensions in the area, where a series 
of attacks involving Naga and Kuki-
Zo communities has been reported 
in recent weeks.

According to officials, armed 
miscreants allegedly attacked three 
Liangmai Naga villages - Tapon 
Khullen, Tapon Khunou and Makui 
Tiporam - on Tuesday. The attacks 
were followed by gunfire, during 
which at least 10 houses were report-
edly set on fire. A village church pas-
tor also sustained bullet injuries.

A resident of Tiporam, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said five 
houses were allegedly torched on 
Tuesday and armed men had threat-
ened to burn more homes.

“Today, 25 houses were set ablaze 
and the miscreants subsequently left 
the area,” the resident alleged.

The resident further claimed 
that five of the houses burnt on 
Wednesday belonged to members 
of the Nepali community.

Residents said villagers from 
Tiporam had earlier been evacuat-
ed to Makui following the violence. 
They returned to the village on 
Tuesday but allegedly came under 
fire, forcing them to flee again to a 
relief centre in Makui. The two vil-
lages are around 15 km apart.

Residents also alleged that secu-
rity forces were informed about the 
burning of houses but that no imme-
diate action was taken.

GUWAHATI
Assam has emerged among 
the top-performing states in 
the implementation of India’s 
new criminal laws, Chief 
Minister Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma said on Thursday.

In a post on X, Sarma said 
Assam has scored 92.16 per 
cent in the assessment of im-
plementation of the new crim-
inal laws since they came 
into force on July 1, 2024, well 
above the reported national 
average of 74.86 per cent.The 
three new laws - the Bharati-
ya Nyaya Sanhita, Bharatiya 
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhi-
ta and Bharatiya Sakshya 
Adhiniyam - replaced the 
Indian Penal Code, Code of 
Criminal Procedure and In-
dian Evidence Act, respec-
tively.According to Sarma, 
Assam has achieved 100 per 
cent compliance on several 
key parameters linked to the 
implementation of the new le-
gal framework.

These include the rollout 
of the Nyay Sanhitas and 
Model Rules, the Interopera-

ble Criminal Justice System 
(ICJS) Data Sharing Matrix, 
the National Automated Fin-
gerprint Identification Sys-
tem (NAFIS) and the Medi-
co-Legal Examination and 
Post-Mortem Reporting Sys-
tem.The Chief Minister said 
the performance reflected the 
state government’s efforts to 
strengthen the criminal jus-
tice system and ensure great-
er efficiency in investigation 
and prosecution.He said 
the government remained 
committed to ensuring that 
victims are heard, cases are 
pursued to their logical con-
clusion and citizens receive 
justice in a timely manner.

The assessment covers the 
implementation of the new 
criminal laws since their na-
tionwide rollout in July 2024.

Sarma said Assam’s per-
formance demonstrated the 
state’s focus on adopting 
technology-driven systems 
and strengthening institu-
tional mechanisms aimed at 
improving the delivery of jus-
tice.
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

Good friends are good for 

your health. - Irwin Sarason

N
atural disasters are often described 
as acts of nature. That description 
is comforting, but increasingly 
inadequate. The devastation cau-
sed by the recent flash floods in Ne-
pal is a stark reminder that while 
nature may trigger a disaster, hu-
man decisions often determine its 

scale, its reach and its human cost.
The floods have already claimed hundreds of lives, 

with thousands still missing, while homes, farms, 
roads, bridges and critical infrastructure have been 
destroyed or severely damaged. The economic cost 
is expected to run into billions, placing an enormous 
burden on a country whose resources are already 
limited. For families searching for loved ones, howe-
ver, no financial estimate can capture the real mag-
nitude of the tragedy.

The first priority, understandably, is rescue and 
relief. The Nepal government deserves credit for mo-
ving quickly once the scale of the disaster became ap-
parent. The mobilisation of the army, security forces, 
helicopters and other emergency resources, along 
with assistance from India, China and other countri-
es, has helped rescue thousands of people stranded by 
the floods. Workers trapped in hydropower tunnels 
have been brought out, displaced families have been 
moved into temporary shelters and alternative routes 
have been opened to maintain essential supplies.

But rescue is only the beginning.
When the waters recede and the immediate emer-

gency passes, Nepal will have to ask uncomfortable 
questions about why the disaster became so catastr-
ophic-and whether some of its consequences could 
have been prevented.

Climate change will inevitably be part of that con-
versation. The Himalayas are warming rapidly. Gla-
cial melt, unstable slopes, changing rainfall patterns 
and extreme weather events are increasing the vulne-
rability of communities across the mountain region. 
Nepal, despite contributing very little to global car-
bon emissions, is paying an increasingly heavy price 
for a climate crisis it did little to create.

That injustice must be recognised.
Industrialised nations cannot continue to view 

climate change solely through the lens of emissions 
targets and economic transition while countries such 
as Nepal bear the immediate human consequences. 
The mountains may be in Nepal, but the forces desta-
bilising them are global. Climate finance, adaptation 
assistance, technology and disaster preparedness 
must therefore be treated not as charity but as part of 
a wider global responsibility.

Yet climate change cannot become an excuse for 
avoiding domestic accountability.

Nepal is one of the world’s most geographically fra-
gile countries. Its steep mountains, narrow valleys, 
unstable geological formations and rapidly changing 
weather patterns make development particularly 
challenging. That reality should have made environ-
mental risk assessment and disaster preparedness 
central to every major infrastructure decision.

Instead, the tragedy raises serious questions about 
the way roads, settlements and hydropower projects 
are planned and constructed in vulnerable terrain.

The impact on the hydropower sector is par-
ticularly significant. More than a dozen projects have 
reportedly been affected, with hundreds of workers 
trapped in tunnels and massive losses estimated for 
the electricity sector. Hydropower is central to Ne-
pal’s economic ambitions and energy strategy. But 
the destruction also raises a fundamental question: 
can infrastructure designed to drive development 
continue to be planned without fully accounting for a 
rapidly changing climate and increasingly unpredic-
table geological conditions?

Development cannot simply mean building more 
roads, dams and power projects. It must mean buil-
ding infrastructure that can survive the environmen-
tal conditions in which it is located.

Every damaged road, washed-away bridge and 
destroyed power project should therefore become 
part of a larger national audit. Were environmental 
assessments properly conducted? Were hazard maps 
taken seriously? Were early-warning systems func-
tional? Were evacuation plans in place? Were com-
munities informed about what to do when warnings 
were issued? Were construction standards adequate 
for the risks involved?These are not questions for a 
blame game. They are questions of governance.Ear-
ly-warning systems deserve particular attention. In a 
region where extreme rainfall and sudden floods can 
turn valleys into death traps within hours, warning 
people a few minutes or even an hour earlier can save 
lives. Technology exists. The challenge is ensuring 
that warnings reach the people who need them, in 
languages and formats they understand, and that 
communities have safe evacuation routes and desig-
nated shelters.

A warning without the ability to act on it is not 
preparedness.The disaster has also exposed another 
modern vulnerability: the speed at which misinfor-
mation travels during a crisis. False reports, mani-
pulated images and graphic footage of dead bodies 
can deepen public panic, obstruct rescue efforts and 
cause further trauma to families already searching 
for missing relatives.There is a difference between in-
forming the public and turning suffering into digital 
spectacle.The concerns raised by Nepal’s Press Coun-
cil are therefore important. Human tragedy should 
never be reduced to clicks, views, likes and shares. 
Journalists and citizens alike have a responsibility 
to protect the dignity of victims and their families. 
During an emergency, irresponsible reporting can be 
more than unethical-it can interfere with rescue ope-
rations and spread dangerous misinformation.
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There’s a lot happening 
behind all that sunshine! 
Launched on September 02, 
2023, India’s Aditya-L1 
is getting a closer look 
— studying the Sun’s 
atmosphere, solar flares and 
Coronal Mass Ejections, and 
revealing new details about 
our closest star. 
Decoding the Sun today. 
Unlocking discoveries for 
tomorrow. 
#AdityaL1 
~ Ministry of Information & 
Broadcasting

WHEN THE 
WATERS 
RECEDE

DIGITAL WAR OF WORDS

 KAPIL SIBAL
The Election Commission of 
India (ECI) has betrayed the 
trust of the Supreme Court 
by persuading it to believe 
that the special intensive re-
vision (SIR) was not intend-
ed to be exclusionary, but to 
clean up the voters’ list by 
removing duplicate entries, 
the names of those who 
have changed their place 
of residence, dead voters 
and infiltrators who claim 
to be Indian citizens. The 
Supreme Court held that 
while the annual updation 
of voters’ lists by the ECI 
itself cannot be trusted, this 
exercise was required to 
address the very concerns 
the ECI enumerated.

 On the ground, these de-
letions were and are being 
done by booth-level officers 
(BLOs). This procedure was 
followed in almost all states 
which went to the polls after 
the 2024 Lok Sabha election. 
The evidence available in 
the public domain, some of 
which was also brought to 
the court’s notice, should 
have alerted the Supreme 
Court. Several instanc-
es—especially in Delhi—of 
hundreds of persons living 
at the same address; state-
ments of BLOs on record; 
trains assigned to carry 
people from Haryana to 
Bihar and from Surat to 
West Bengal; messages 
conveyed on WhatsApp to 
BLOs; the illogical concept 
of ‘logical discrepancies’; 
the burden cast on voters, 

both literate and illiterate, 
to fill forms seeking infor-
mation that was and is often 
hard to access; along with a 
host of other issues, should 
have been enough to scrap 
this exercise. However, the 
court found this exercise 
necessary and brushed 

aside all objections and in-
stances of wrongdoing that 
were sought to be brought to 
its notice.  

The inference that the ECI 
deliberately deleted names, 
either directly or indirectly, 
to help the BJP electorally, 
gains credence from what 
has been found by the tri-
bunals set up by the Su-
preme Court to adjudicate 
the claims of voters whose 
names were deleted and 
whose appeals could not be 
decided before the publica-
tion of the final voters’ list. 
In this context, the reply to 
the Right to Information ap-
plication filed by Congress 
MP Isha Khan Choudhury 
revealed that the total num-
ber of appeals submitted for 
adjudication was 38,10,620, 
of which only 82,782 (a bare 
2.17 percent) have been 
disposed of thus far. Of the 
deleted names, 75,443 (about 
91 percent) were restored, 
while 7,339 (a bare 8.86 per-
cent) were excluded.

What does this tell us? 
That 91 percent of genuine 
voters were wrongly delet-
ed. It can be assumed that 
BLOs, spread throughout 
West Bengal, could not 
have acted in such a uni-
form manner to cause such 
massive deletions. The 
question is: who directed 
those names to be deleted, 
and which party benefit-
ed from these deletions? 
Presumably, the massive 
restoration of 91 percent of 
the deleted names may have 

impacted the overall result 
of the Assembly elections.

 The tribunals, working at 
this pace, would take about 
25 years to dispose of these 
appeals. It is a travesty of 
justice that the procedure 
adopted will disenfranchise 
lakhs of voters in the com-

ing elections.
 It is also significant that 

the appeals in constituen-
cies with the highest Mus-
lim population, where the 
Trinamool Congress had a 
strong presence, have not 
yet been disposed of. For 
example, of the 7,47,305 ap-
peals filed in Murshidabad, 
only 487 have been decided 
(of which 434 restored); of 
5,31,149 appeals in Malda, 
only 1,471 (all restored) have 
been decided; of 3,58,872 ap-
peals in North 24 Parganas, 
only 277 (all restored) have 
been decided; of 3,21,332 ap-
peals in South 24 Parganas, 
20,107 names were restored 
and only 24 were alleged to 
be rightly excluded; and of 
2,77,242 appeals in Purba 
Bardhaman, only 83 have 
been decided.

 It seems that the Supreme 
Court was more concerned 
about the voters being 
wrongly included in the 
voters’ list. It was contend-
ed that not one such voter 
should be included in the 
voters’ list. It now appears 
that lakhs of voters who 
were entitled to vote have 
been excluded and a minus-
cule number were prima fa-
cie not entitled to vote. Had 
the Supreme Court known 
about these massive dele-
tions, it probably would not 
have approved the SIR exer-
cise. To date, the Supreme 
Court has not been told how 
many Bangladeshis have 
been found in the voters’ 
list, the political narrative 

on the basis of which this 
exercise commenced.

The question now is what 
the court should do, given 
these revelations. If lakhs of 
voters were wrongly ex-
cluded, and I dare say lakhs 
may not have filed appeals, 
the truth regarding those 

names will never be known.  
If this happened in West 

Bengal, as we have proof 
that it did, the same would 
likely have happened in 
earlier elections in Ma-
harashtra, Bihar and 
Haryana. In Tamil Nadu 
and Kerala, the situation 
was somewhat different 
because the Bharatiya 

Janata Party doesn’t have 
a presence in either state, 
and any such massive-scale 
manipulation would have 
exposed the ECI’s agenda. 
Now that all these facts are 
available to the court, it 
should take note of the fact 
that in the second phase of 
the SIR, voter deletions in 
Uttar Pradesh stood at 2.05 
crore (around 13 percent 
of the state’s electorate), 
13-14.5 percent in Gujarat, 
16.38 percent in Haryana, 
19.09 percent in Arunachal 
Pradesh, 16.48 percent in 
Jharkhand, 10.78 percent 
in in Andhra Pradesh, 
10.39 percent in Uttara-
khand, 19.5 percent in 
Karnataka, 11.8 percent 
in Chhattisgarh and 16.6 
percent in Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands. In the 
third phase, where SIR has 
been launched in 16 states 
and three Union territories 
and is already at the draft 
stage, deletions exceed 1.5 
crore. In the completed 
phases so far, there have 
been 5–6 crore net dele-
tions. That is an astronom-
ical figure.  

If allowing ineligible 
voters to vote is bad, ex-
clusion of lakhs of eligible 
voters from the voters’ list, 
thereby disenfranchising 
them, is not only worse but 
unconstitutional. There-
fore, the time has come 
for the Supreme Court to 
relook at the entire SIR 
exercise. Else, the will of 
the people will be buried 
by the ECI with the tacit 
approval of the court.

Kapil Sibal | Senior 
lawyer, member of Rajya 
Sabha and former Union 
education minister

THE MISSING VOTES 
AND THE POLITICS OF 

ELECTORAL DELETION
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Quest!

When the moon is directly above 
you, you weigh less.

IMPHAL

The feasibility of establishing a 
direct railway link between Mani-
pur and Guwahati was discussed 
on Wednesday as Northeast Fron-
tier Railway (NFR) General Man-
ager Chetan Kumar Shrivastava 
held meetings with senior state 
government officials to review 
rail connectivity and infrastruc-
ture in the state.

Shrivastava called on Manipur 
Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla at 
Lok Bhavan before meeting Chief 
Minister Yumnam Khemchand 
Singh at the Chief Minister’s 
Secretariat. Senior officials from 
the state government and NFR at-
tended the discussions.

The meetings focused on 
strengthening railway infra-

structure, improving 
passenger services, 
facilitating freight 
movement and en-
hancing security to 
support more reliable 
rail operations in Ma-
nipur.

Officials discussed 
measures to ensure 
the smooth and reg-
ular operation of 
passenger services 
between Jiribam and 
Khongsang, with em-
phasis on providing 
dependable and con-
venient connectivity 
for people in the re-
gion.

The possibility of a 
direct rail service con-

necting Manipur with Guwahati 
was also taken up. Such connec-
tivity could provide passengers 
from the state with easier access 
to Guwahati, one of the North-
east’s major commercial and 
transport hubs.The discussions 
also covered road connectivity 
between Vangaichungpao and the 
National Highway, along with the 
need to strengthen security in-
frastructure around railway op-
erations.Freight transportation 
featured prominently in the meet-
ings, with officials reviewing 
arrangements for efficient han-
dling and management of goods 
at Khongsang Terminal. The 
proposed introduction and oper-
ationalisation of Roll-on/Roll-off 
(RO-RO) services at the terminal 
was also discussed as a means 

of facilitating the movement of 
goods and vehicles by rail.

The status of the Jiribam-Im-
phal New Railway Line Project 
was also reviewed. Officials 
stressed the need to expedite on-
going works and maintain steady 
progress towards completion of 
the strategically important pro-
ject.

The meetings underscored 
NFR’s focus on improving pas-
senger and freight connectivity 
in Manipur while strengthening 
railway security and infrastruc-
ture.

Better rail connectivity is ex-
pected to play a significant role 
in improving access, supporting 
trade and transportation, and 
contributing to the state’s wider 
socio-economic development.

Arunachal Administrative 
Reforms Panel Submits First 

Report to Government

80 Crore Heroin 
Seized in Jiribam, 
Truck Driver Held

Tripura Under ‘Mafia, Commission Raj’ Since BJP 
Came to Power, Alleges LoP Jitendra Chaudhury

Direct Manipur-Guwahati Rail Link on Agenda as 
NFR Reviews Jiribam-Imphal Project

NESt Fest 2026: Northeast’s youth, culture 
and music to take centre stage in Delhi

JIRIBAM
Security forces seized 10.8 kg 
of brown powder suspected to 
be heroin, with an estimated 
international market value of 
around ?80 crore, from a goods 
truck in Manipur’s Jiribam 
district and arrested the vehi-
cle’s driver, officials said.

Acting on specific intelli-
gence about the movement 
of suspected anti-social ele-
ments in and around Makha 
Basti, a joint team of Borobe-
kera Police, the Central Re-
serve Police Force (CRPF) 
and Assam Rifles launched 
checking operations in the 
area on Wednesday.At around 
4.30 pm, the team intercepted 
a goods truck bearing reg-
istration number AS 01 LC 
7631. A search of the vehicle 
led to the recovery of 10.8 kg 
of brown powder, packed in 
separate packets and alleged-
ly concealed beneath the roof 
section of the truck cabin.

The seizure was conduct-
ed in the presence of Borobe-
kera Sub-Deputy Collector Md 
Hefajuddin. Police said the 
preliminary estimated inter-
national market value of the 
suspected contraband was ap-
proximately ?80 crore.

During questioning, the 
driver allegedly told investi-
gators that the substance had 
been concealed by a person 
identified as Md Anash, who 
was known to him.

The driver, Azahar Hus-
sain alias Monu, a resident of 
New Khairabad F.V., Lalpani, 
in Assam’s Cachar district, 
was taken to Jiribam Police 
Station and arrested around 
5.30 pm after completion of le-
gal formalities.

KRC TIMES NEWS DESK

BENGALURU: N Irabanta Singh, 
Chairman of UNACCO School 
and UNACCO College, has been 
conferred with the Business Suc-
cess Award 2026 at Proficorn 2026, 
organised by Quantum Leap in 
Bengaluru.

The two-day event was held 
on September 1 and 2 at Aldo-
via Resort and Convention and 
brought together around 2,000 
entrepreneurs, business owners 

and professionals from across the 
country.

According to a release issued 
by UNACCO School, the award 
recognises Singh’s contribution 
of more than 16 years to the fields 
of quality education, skill develop-
ment and youth empowerment in 
Manipur.

The recognition highlights his 
efforts towards creating better ed-
ucational opportunities and sup-
porting the development of young 
people in the state.

ITANAGAR

The Arunachal Pradesh Admin-
istrative Reforms Commission 
on Wednesday submitted its first 
report to the state government, 
marking a major step towards 
restructuring and strengthening 
the state’s administrative sys-
tem.Chief Minister Pema Khan-
du said the report could help 
make governance more efficient, 
responsive and citizen-centric.

In a post on X, Khandu said 
administrative reform was fun-
damentally about ensuring that 
government functions more 
effectively for ordinary citi-
zens.“The presentation of the 
First Report of the Administra-
tive Reforms Commission, led by 
chairman Pramod Jain, marks 
an important step in that direc-
tion,” he said.The commission, 
headed by former IAS officer 
Pramod Kumar Jain, was con-
stituted by the state government 
in November 2024 to review the 
functioning and scope of the state 

administration and recommend 
reforms in line with changing 
socio-economic conditions and 
India Vision 2047.Its mandate 
covers a wide range of areas, in-
cluding restructuring the organ-
isational framework of the state 
government, streamlining de-
partments, manpower planning 
and process re-engineering.The 
commission is also examining 
ways to strengthen district ad-
ministration, improve public ser-
vice delivery, promote participa-
tory governance and expand the 
use of e-governance.A key focus 
of the panel is to assess wheth-
er the existing administrative 
structure is adequately aligned 
with Arunachal Pradesh’s devel-
opmental priorities and its dis-
tinct socio-economic conditions.

Jain was appointed chairman 
of the commission in July 2025. 
Retired civil servant Hento Kar-
ga is its member, while the sec-
retary of the Administrative Re-
forms and Training Department 
serves as member secretary.

AGARTALA,

Tripura Leader of the Opposition 
and CPI(M) state secretary Jitendra 
Chaudhury on Tuesday accused the 
BJP-led government of weakening 
democratic institutions and aggra-
vating the problems faced by farm-
ers, agricultural workers, youth and 
other sections of society.

Addressing a mass gathering 
at Swami Vivekananda Maidan in 
Agartala during the three-day state 
conference of the All India Kisan 
Sabha, Chaudhury launched a 
strong attack on the state govern-
ment, alleging that democratic 
rights had been steadily curtailed 
since the BJP came to power.

The CPI(M) leader claimed that 
attempts were made to prevent peo-
ple from attending the gathering, 
alleging that vehicles carrying par-
ticipants were stopped at several 
locations and some people were 

threatened with being denied gov-
ernment benefits.

“Despite these obstacles, farm-
ers, Jhum cultivators, agricultur-
al workers, women and common 
people have turned up in large 
numbers. After nearly five and a 
half years, this conference is being 

held under unusual circumstances,” 
Chaudhury said.

He alleged that the functioning of 
democratic institutions in Tripura 
had deteriorated significantly dur-
ing the BJP’s tenure.

“Democracy is being looted 
in Tripura and the Constitution 
is being rendered ineffective,” he 
alleged, further accusing the BJP 
government of using the state as a 
“laboratory” for its political agenda.

Chaudhury also questioned the 
government’s employment figures. 
Referring to figures cited by Finance 
Minister Pranajit Singha Roy, he 
claimed that around 22,000 regu-
lar appointments had been made 
while nearly 26,000 posts were filled 
through outsourcing.

“If 48,000 new employees have 
been added to the administration, 
why do schools, hospitals, health 
centres and government offices 
continue to face staff shortages?” 

he asked.
The Opposition leader also 

alleged irregularities in the imple-
mentation of government projects, 
claiming that people close to the rul-
ing establishment were benefiting 
from commissions.

He accused the government of 
allowing a “mafia raj” and “commis-
sion raj” to flourish across several 
departments.

The CPI(M) leader’s remarks 
came as the party stepped up its 
criticism of the BJP-led government 
over employment, governance and 
what it describes as shrinking dem-
ocratic space in the state.

Chaudhury said farmers, agri-
cultural workers, women, youth and 
ordinary citizens were bearing the 
brunt of what he described as the 
government’s failures, and called 
for greater public participation in 
defending democratic rights and 
livelihoods.

Assam Speaker Ranjeet Kumar Dass meets Jitendra 
Singh, discusses state’s development roadmap

N Irabanta Singh Conferred 
with Business Success 

Award 2026

NEW DELHI

The vibrant culture, music, cuisine and 
creative talent of the Northeast will take 

centre stage in the national capital as the 
ninth edition of the North East Students’ 
Festival (NESt Fest) is set to be held on 
September 4 and 5.

Organised by NGO My Home India, the 
two-day festival will be hosted at the Talk-
atora Indoor Stadium under the theme 
“The Sound of India’s Yuva Shakti”. The 
event is open to all and will bring together 
students, young artists, performers and 
cultural groups from across the Northeast.

The festival will open on September 4 
with an inaugural ceremony featuring a 

cultural parade showcasing the traditions 
of the eight northeastern states. The open-
ing day will also include the inauguration 
of a government pavilion, folk music and 
dance performances, besides an exhibi-
tion showcasing Janajatiya handicrafts 
and regional cuisine.

“My Home India was built on one idea 
- that the distance between Delhi and the 
Northeast should never be a distance of 
understanding. Twenty-one years on, this 
festival is where that idea comes alive ev-
ery year. When leadership from different 

regions shares the same stage for our stu-
dents, that is the India we set out to build,” 
said Sunil Deodhar, founder of My Home 
India and senior BJP leader.

The second day will feature a “Vande 
Mataram”-themed inter-college cultur-
al competition, a regional attire fashion 
show, a youth pledge ceremony and the 
valedictory session.

A host of artists from the Northeast 
are scheduled to perform during the fes-
tival. They include Sourabhee Debbarma, 
Dikshu Sarma, Danube Kangjam, Lunia 
Tadu, Aj Maisnam, Moko Koza, Chorun 
Mugli, Siampuii Ralte and Lily Sawian.

Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh 
Saini and Mizoram Governor V K Singh 
are scheduled to participate in the sec-
ond-day programme. Uttarakhand Chief 
Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami and Ma-
harashtra Deputy Chief Minister Eknath 
Sambhaji Shinde are also among the in-
vited guests.

The festival will additionally set up 
an Assam flood relief help desk to assist 
people affected by the recent floods in the 
state and facilitate coordination of relief 
and support initiatives.

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta, 
Union Minister for Development of North 
Eastern Region Jyotiraditya Scindia, 
Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Pema 
Khandu, Maharashtra Governor Jishnu 
Dev Varma and Odisha Governor K Hari 
Babu are among those expected to attend 
the inaugural ceremony.

With its focus on youth, culture and 
regional identity, NESt Fest has emerged 
as a platform to showcase the Northeast’s 
artistic and cultural diversity while 
strengthening its engagement with audi-
ences in the national capital.

GUWAHATI

Assam Legislative Assembly 
Speaker Ranjeet Kumar Dass met 
Union Minister of State (Inde-
pendent Charge) for Science and 
Technology and Earth Sciences, 
Dr Jitendra Singh, in New Del-
hi on Wednesday and discussed 
Assam’s changing development 
profile and its growing role in the 
country’s economic and techno-
logical progress.

The meeting focused on the 

scope for expanding science and 
technology infrastructure in As-
sam, promoting innovation and 
research, and creating greater 
opportunities for young people 
through start-ups, incubation 
centres and technology-driven in-
itiatives.

Dr Jitendra Singh, who also 
holds charge as Minister of State 
for the Prime Minister’s Office, 
Department of Atomic Energy, 
Department of Space, Personnel, 
Public Grievances and Pensions, 

highlighted the pace of develop-
ment witnessed in Assam over the 
past decade.

He said several major projects 
in the state had been put on track 
with the intervention of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, and un-
derlined the Centre’s emphasis 
on using science and technology 
to accelerate development in the 
Northeast.

The Union minister said pro-
grammes under the Department 
of Science and Technology (DST) 
and Department of Biotechnolo-
gy (DBT) could play an important 
role in strengthening research, 
encouraging entrepreneurship 
and promoting scientific temper 
among the youth.

The discussions also covered 
the potential use of space and 
atomic energy-related technolo-
gies for development applications 
in Assam. Dr Singh highlighted 
the role of geospatial technology 
in areas such as infrastructure 
planning, disaster management 
and improving agricultural pro-
ductivity, particularly in remote 

and difficult-to-reach areas.
Reflecting on Assam’s trans-

formation, Singh said the state 
had witnessed a marked change 
over the past decade. He noted 
that Assam, which had earlier 
frequently figured in the national 
discourse over protests and in-
surgency-related challenges, had 
moved towards a phase of greater 
peace and development.

He said the people of Assam 
had increasingly integrated with 
the broader national mainstream 
and that the state was now emerg-
ing as an important contributor to 
India’s growth story.

The Union minister also re-
called his association with the 
Northeast during his seven-year 
tenure with the Ministry of Devel-
opment of North Eastern Region 
(DoNER).

The meeting highlighted the 
changing trajectory of Assam, 
with greater emphasis on peace, 
development, technology and 
integration as the state seeks 
to strengthen its role in India’s 
growth journey.



NATIONAL

 LUCKNOW:

Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth 
Kshetra Nyas (temple trust), on 
Wednesday, named former Air 
Marshal Jitendra Mishra as the 
first Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) of the temple trust to over-
see the administration and other 
affairs of the Shree Ram temple 
in Ayodhya.

 Air Marshal Mishra led the 
Western Air Command during 
Operation Sindoor last year. He 
is a native of Deoria district in 
eastern UP. 

 The temple trust made the 
announcement of the appoint-
ment of Air Marshal Mishra at 
its third meeting after the case 
of Ram temple donation theft 
surfaced in June this year. 

The trust also announced 

three new trustees, including 
a woman for the first time. The 
three new trustees include Delhi-
based Mahesh Bhagchandka, 
Ayodhya advocate Madan Mohan 
Pandey and Nirmala Yadav of 
Shikohabad, who is associated 
with the RSS.

Moreover, the other changes 
announced at the board meeting 
of the temple trust included the 
appointment of Swami Govind 
Dev Giri ji as the general secre-
tary. Giri, who has been the treas-
urer of the trust so far, will now 
fill the post of general secretary 
vacated by Champat Rai.

 Similarly, the newly appoint-
ed trustee Mahesh Bhagchandka 
is likely to be entrusted with the 
responsibility of treasurer of the 
trust. VHP leader Sharad Sharma 

has been named as the spokes-
man for the trust.

  Notably, eight persons have 
been named as accused in the 
donation theft case and they have 
been lingering in jail since then.

 Moreover, three senior trus-
tees, including Champat Rai, 
trust member Anil Mishra and 
Gopal Rao, have stepped down 
from their posts in connection 
with the embezzlement row. 

According to search commit-
tee member Suresh Haware, Air 
Marshal Jitendra Mishra, who 
played a significant role dur-
ing Operation Sindoor against 
Pakistan, brought discipline and 
management to the Ram temple.

 Haware hoped that Air 
Marshal Mishra would restore 
the faith and trust of Ram bhakts, 
which got a dent after the dona-
tion theft controversy.

 Besides Haware, a retired 
nuclear scientist and former chief 
of Shri Saibaba Sansthan Trust in 
Shirdi, the other two members of 
the three-member selection panel 
are retired Supreme Court judge 
Justice Pramod Kohli and retired 
Lieutenant General Vishnukant 
Chaturvedi.

 As per sources, among the 
other three newly appointed trus-
tees, Mahesh Bhagchandka is the 
chairman of M2K Foundation and 
a trustee of the Ashok Singhal 
Foundation. He has also authored 
a book on the late VHP interna-
tional president, to whom he is 
related. 

Advocate Madan Mohan 
Pandey had been associated with 
the Ram Janmabhoomi case in 
the local courts and is also asso-
ciated with the Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad.

  The new trustees were 
appointed to fill the vacancies 
that arose after the resignations 
of General Secretary Champat 
Rai and member Anil Mishra fol-
lowing recent allegations of theft 
of donations at the Ram Temple.

 However, the third vacan-

cy arose following the death 
of Bimlendra Mohan Pratap 
Mishra, scion of Ayodhya’s erst-
while royal family, last year. 

However, taking to X, Shri 
R a m  J a n m b h o o m i  T e e r t h 
Kshetra posted: “The comprehen-
sive, transparent, and technolo-
gy-enabled process for selecting 
the Chief Executive Officer of 
Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth 
Kshetra has been completed… 
After reviewing 5,585 applica-
tions, the selection committee 
held detailed discussions with 16 
candidates. Today, the committee 
submitted the final panel of three 
highly qualified candidates to the 
Trust, which will make the final 
decision and official announce-
ment.”

 The search committee secre-
tary Sameer Panda said: “The 
Search Committee, on the basis 
of its comprehensive evalua-
tion, has recommended a panel 
of three highly qualified profes-
sionals to the Ram Janmbhoomi 
Trust. These candidates repre-
sent the highest calibre of insti-
tutional leadership, manage-
ment expertise, integrity and 
vision required to serve as Chief 
Executive Officer of an institu-
tion of national and international 
significance.”

  The committee said the 
selection process was conducted 
through a multi-tiered evaluation 
combining AI-enabled technology 
with manual assessment.

 According to a statement from 
the panel, teams worked simulta-
neously across Delhi-NCR, Pune 
and Sambalpur to screen and 
shortlist candidates in a “rigor-
ous” and “transparent” process. 

The committee said the final 
three candidates were recom-
mended after a “comprehensive 
evaluation”, taking into account 
institutional leadership, man-
agement expertise, integrity 
and vision required to head an 
institution of “national and inter-
national significance”.

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump on 
Wednesday suggested renaming the 
Strait of Hormuz as “Trump Strait,” 
asserting US control of the vital waterway 
even as fighting raged there with Iran. 

It is the latest in a series of geographi-
cal name changes floated by Trump, and 
comes after he claimed US sovereignty 
over the strait that Tehran has effectively 
shut for six months.

 “Now that we have it under USA 
control, should we change the name 

Hormuz Strait to TRUMP STRAIT??? 
Like America itself, it would be ‘hotter’ 
than ever before!” Trump said on his 
Truth Social network.

 Trump also said Wednesday that the 
US was ready to attack Iran again after 
extensive bombardment of sites across 
the country left at least 19 Iranians dead.

 “We blew up much more than their 
radar last night. It was a very heavy attack 
last night, and we’re prepared to do anoth-
er one any time we want,” Trump told 
reporters in the Oval Office. 

Meanwhile, the White House later 

posted a map of the Gulf on social media 
with the waterway marked “Trump 
Strait.” 

“It’s got a nice ring to it,” the White 
House post added.

 The 80-year-old president’s call to uni-
laterally rename an international body 
of water after himself comes despite the 
fact that the six-month-old war with Iran 
shows no sign of ending.

 Since returning to office last year, 
Trump has made a string of similar 
renaming suggestions which started out 
as apparent attempts to troll his adver-

saries, but then came to fruition. 
Last week the 80-year-old Republican 

signed an order renaming Lake Ontario 
as “Lake America” amid a trade war with 
neighboring Canada. 

Trump also renamed the Gulf of 
Mexico as the “Gulf of America” on his 
first day back in the White House in 
January 2025. Neither Mexico nor Canada 
have accepted the changes. 

Trump additionally reverted the 
name of Denali, North America’s highest 
peak, to its former moniker Mt. McKinley.

 The billionaire president has also 
gone on a spree of renaming things 
after himself, including the Kennedy arts 
center in Washington, a peace institute, 
a “Trump Gold Card” for immigration 
and a “Trump Rx” drug-sales website.

 The US Treasury meanwhile on 
Wednesday issued $1 coins featuring 
Trump’s face to mark the 250th anni-
versary of US independence, running 
counter to federal law that says no living 
president may appear on US currency.

 But the strait suggestion may also 
be aimed as a fresh distraction from the 
Iran war, which has caused oil prices to 
spike for US consumers ahead of crucial 
midterm elections in November.

 Fighting has flared again after weeks 
of calm, with US forces launching fresh 
strikes near the Strait of Hormuz on 
Tuesday in response to what Trump 
said were new minelaying efforts by Iran. 

Iran said one of the US strikes killed 
four people at a wedding, branding it a 
“war crime”, and launched a wave of 
retaliatory strikes at US bases in Jordan, 
the UAE, Kuwait, Bahran and Iraq. 

Iran has effectively shut down the 
chokepoint, through which a fifth of the 
world’s oil passes, in retaliation for the 
war Trump started along with Israel in 
late February.

 Trump has in recent weeks repeated-
ly pressed a threat to claim sovereignty 
over the Strait of Hormuz, even posting 
a map showing the waterway as a “new 
US territory.”

KOLKATA

Trinamool Congress, TMC 
national general secretary 
and MP Abhishek Banerjee 
on Thursday alleged that 
armed “BJP hooligans” van-
dalised the party’s office on 
Camac Street in Kolkata in 
the early hours of the day, 
and accused the police of 
failing to respond promptly 
despite repeated complaints. 

The BJP, however, reject-
ed the allegations, with its 
Baranagar MLA Sajal Ghosh 
asserting that no party work-
er was involved.

 In a series of posts on 
X, Banerjee claimed that a 
group of armed men stormed 
the office around 4.30 am, 
assaulted those present, 
ransacked the premises and 
damaged electronic equip-
ment. 

Describing the incident 
as a “disgraceful assault on 
the rule of law”, Banerjee 
alleged that the Kolkata 
Police did not reach the 
spot for nearly two hours 
despite repeated calls and 
emails from party workers 

and lawyers. 
“No political party and 

no group of armed hooli-
gans can be above the law,” 
he said.

  Questioning the law and 
order situation in the state, 
Banerjee said, “If people can 
storm a political party office 
with weapons at 4.30 in the 
morning, assault people and 
vandalise property while the 
police remain absent, then 
what exactly is left of the 
rule of law in West Bengal?” 

Calling for immediate 
action, the TMC leader 
demanded the arrest of those 
allegedly involved in the 
attack and sought account-
ability from the authori-
ties. “Enough is enough. 
Arrest the perpetrators. Fix 
accountability. Act now,” he 
said. Sharing another video 
on X, Banerjee questioned 
whether the Governor, 
Union Home Minister or 
the Prime Minister’s Office 
would intervene. He also 
urged the judiciary, par-
ticularly the Calcutta High 
Court, to take “note of what 
is happening” and act to 

uphold the rule of law in 
West Bengal.

 He also slammed Chief 
minister Suvendu Adhikari, 
questioning whether he was 
“scared” of the TMC, and 
said Adhikari should resign, 
alleging that he had no moral 
authority to remain in office 
if the opposition continued 
to face such attacks in the 
state. “This is not democ-
racy. This is political thug-
gery,” Banerjee said, adding 
that “every attack, every act 
of intimidation, every abuse 
of power” would be remem-
bered. The TMC leader also 
demanded a probe into who 
“planned, organised and 
directed” the alleged vio-
lence. Meanwhile, BJP’s 
Baranagar legislator Sajal 
Ghosh dismissed the alle-
gations, saying, “I can say 
with responsibility that no 
one from the BJP is involved 
in this incident”.

 He questioned why TMC 
workers were present at 
the office at that hour and 
alleged that the incident was 
staged to remain in the polit-
ical spotlight.

INTERNATIONAL

WASHINGTON

 US Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio has said he 
does not believe India and 
Iran are currently dis-
cussing a trade deal, while 
warning that countries 
helping Tehran circum-
vent US sanctions could 
themselves face punitive 
measures. Rubio’s remarks 
came days after Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
met Iranian President 
Masoud Pezeshkian on the 
sidelines of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) Summit in Bishkek, 
Kyrgyzstan. The two lead-
ers discussed bilateral ties, 
trade and the situation in 
West Asia. 

Asked about the meet-
ing and whether India and 
Iran were working towards 
a trade arrangement, 
Rubio said, “Well, I don’t 
think there’s a trade deal 
between India and Iran.” 

Speaking on The Brian 
Kilmeade Show, Rubio said 
countries were free to pur-
sue their own foreign poli-
cies and noted that several 
nations maintained contact 

with Iran. However, he 
reiterated Washington’s 
opposition to any efforts 
to help Tehran evade US 
sanctions. 

“I think what ultimately 
happens, though, is , and 
the President’s been very 
clear, is no country should 
be helping Iran evade sanc-
tions,” Rubio said. 

He added that countries 
should not create mecha-
nisms that allow Iran to 
generate revenue that 
could be used to “sponsor 
terrorism and try to build 
a nuclear weapon”.

 “And if countries decide 
to do that, then we’re going 
to have to sanction them 
too,” Rubio said. 

At his meeting with 
Pezeshkian, Modi had said 
India wanted to strengthen 
its long-standing ties with 
Iran and expand and diver-
sify bilateral trade.

 “Met President Masoud 
Pezeshkian in Bishkek. 
Reiterated our commit-
ment to strengthening 
India’s long-standing 
friendship with Iran across 
diverse sectors. We want to 
expand and diversify our 

trade basket in the times 
to come,” Modi said in a 
post on X. 

The two leaders also 
discussed the situation in 
West Asia, with Modi reit-
erating India’s support for 
efforts aimed at securing 
lasting peace in the region.

 T h e  M i n i s t r y  o f 
External Affairs described 
the meeting as “fruit-
ful”. MEA spokesperson 
Randhir Jaiswal said Modi 
reiterated India’s position 
that issues in the region 
should be resolved through 
“dialogue and diplomacy”. 

 The discussions also 
covered the safety of com-
mercial shipping, seafar-
ers and civilians amid the 
ongoing conflict, as well 
as the need to safeguard 
freedom of navigation and 
commerce.

 Modi also conveyed 
India’s readiness to work 
closely with Iran in multi-
lateral forums, including 
BRICS and the SCO. He 
invited Pezeshkian to India 
for the BRICS Summit, 
scheduled to be held in 
New Delhi from September 
12 to 13.
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Retired Air Marshal Jeetendra 
Mishra named first full-time CEO of 

Ayodhya Ram temple Trust
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A
s tensions between As-
sam and Meghalaya 
strain cross-border ties, 
the real challenge is to 
ensure that political and 
boundary disputes do 
not turn into hostility 
between ordinary peo-

ple.
The recent tensions between Assam 

and Meghalaya have raised an uncom-
fortable question: what happens when 
a dispute between two states begins to 
affect relationships built over genera-
tions?

Just days before the latest unrest in 
Shillong, six friends from Assam had 
visited my home in the Meghalaya 
capital in two separate groups. They 
came as friends have done over the 
years. We talked, shared meals and re-
called old memories. There was noth-
ing unusual about those meetings and, 
certainly, nothing that suggested we 
belonged to opposing sides.

Within days, however, the atmo-
sphere had changed.

A protest in Shillong turned violent, 
leaving people injured and vehicles 
and public property damaged. The Me-
ghalaya government later said 31 ve-
hicles were targeted, including eight 
registered in Assam. Restrictions on 
movement between the two states add-
ed to the sense of unease.

What was particularly disturbing 
was how quickly an incident involving 
a protest began to acquire a broader so-
cial meaning. Assam and Meghalaya, 
neighbouring states with a complicat-
ed history and an unresolved bound-
ary question, were increasingly being 
spoken about as opposing camps.

That is dangerous territory.
My own life has never fitted neatly 

on one side of the boundary.
I am a Garo from Meghalaya, but 

much of my childhood was spent in As-
sam, where my father worked. I went 
to school there and grew up surround-
ed by Assamese language, culture and 
everyday life. While our family was 
based in Assam, I came to Shillong for 
college. After my father retired, we re-
turned to Meghalaya.

Assam shaped my childhood and 
early years. Meghalaya is my home. I 
have never regarded those two reali-
ties as contradictory.

My professional journey, too, began 
in Assam. As a young man, I worked 
as a Special Representative for the As-
samese children’s magazine Mouch-
ak, edited by Shantanu Tamuli and 
published from Jorhat. I later began 
my career as a Special Correspondent 
with the Assamese newspaper Ma-
hajati, edited by Dr Purna Narayan 
Sinha and published from Tezpur.

I was also among those involved in 
establishing the Udalguri Press Club 
on January 20, 1988.

Those years brought me into contact 
with several people who had already 
established themselves in Assam’s 
media, including Dhirendra Nath 
Bezbaruah, Kanaksen Deka, Wasbir 
Hussain, Prashanta Rajguru and Mi-
hir Deori. As a young writer, I learned 
from them and from the Assamese 
journalistic environment in which I 
was beginning to find my own voice.

My association with Assam extend-
ed beyond childhood and journalism. 
As a young man, I became involved in 
public life there, served as a region-
al leader of the All Assam Students’ 
Union, participated in the Assam Agi-
tation and remained active during the 
transition from the student movement 
to the formation of the Assam Gana 
Parishad.

That experience has influenced how 
I understand questions of identity.

People have legitimate reasons to 
be deeply concerned about their iden-
tity, culture, land and political rights. 
These concerns are often rooted in 
history and in fears about the future. 
There is nothing inherently wrong 
with holding such concerns strongly.

The problem begins when an argu-
ment over issues becomes an argu-
ment against people.

Assam and Meghalaya have gen-
uine differences. Some have existed 
for decades. The boundary dispute 
remains unresolved in several areas, 
while questions relating to land, iden-
tity, migration, employment, develop-
ment and natural resources continue 
to generate political and public debate.

These are serious issues. They de-
serve serious discus- sion.

But a dis-
pute between 
governments 
is not the 
same thing 
as a dispute 
between peo-
ples.

An issue 
can be de-

bated, negotiated and, eventually, re-
solved. Suspicion between communi-
ties is much harder to reverse.

An Assamese person travelling to 
Meghalaya can quickly cease to be 
seen simply as a traveller, student, 
trader, colleague or friend and instead 
be reduced to the label “Assamese”. 
The same can happen to a Meghalayan 
travelling to Assam.

When that happens, an incident in-
volving a few individuals begins to 
acquire a meaning far beyond those 
directly involved.

That is when political disagreement 
begins to damage social relationships 
that had nothing to do with the origi-
nal dispute.

The violence in Shillong must be 
addressed according to law. Those re-
sponsible for unlawful acts must face 
due process. The Meghalaya govern-
ment has constituted a Special Investi-
gation Team and FIRs have been regis-
tered in connection with the violence.

At the same time, people who had 
no involvement in the incident should 
not be made to answer for it simply be-
cause of where they come from.

The developments that followed 
demonstrated how quickly a local inci-
dent can spill across the boundary and 
affect ordinary lives.

The two governments have since 
taken steps to restore movement and 
improve coordination, including ar-
rangements for stranded travellers 
and vehicles and mechanisms for con-
tinued engagement. Another round 
of discussions is expected around 
September 10 on longer-term arrange-
ments.

These measures are necessary.
But restoring movement is only one 

part of the task. People must also re-
gain the confidence that crossing the 
Assam-Meghalaya boundary will not 
change the way they are treated.

The relationship between Assam 
and Meghalaya is far older and wider 
than the disagreements of the present.

For decades, people have crossed the 
boundary for education, employment, 
healthcare, trade and family. Students 
attend institutions in one another’s 
states. Patients travel to places where 
they can access treatment. Families 
visit relatives. Traders and transport-
ers depend on roads that connect the 
two states.

Friendships have developed in 
schools, workplaces and neighbour-
hoods without anyone asking which 
side of the boundary the other person 
belongs to.

These everyday connections are 
easy to overlook because they rarely 
make headlines.

Yet they are among the strongest 
foundations of peaceful relations be-
tween neighbouring societies.

There is a useful comparison within 
families.

Brothers and sisters may disagree 
over property, responsibility or oth-
er matters. Sometimes those disputes 
become serious and can take years to 
settle. But disagreement does not nec-
essarily mean that the relationship it-
self has to end.

Assam and Meghalaya have dis-
agreements of their own, some long-
standing and difficult. That should not 
turn the people of the two states into 
strangers.

I keep returning to those six friends 
who visited my home in Shillong only 
days before the incident.

They did not come as representa-

A great relationship is about two 
things: First, appreciating the 
similarities and second, respecting 
the differences.
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Assam-Meghalaya Tensions: 
What We Stand to Lose Is Greater 

Than What We Seek to Prove

tives of Assam. I did not receive them 
as a representative of Meghalaya. We 
were simply people who had known 
one another for years.

Those friendships existed before the 
present tension. They should not be de-
fined by it.

This is what concerns me when a po-
litical disagreement begins to acquire 
a social meaning.

A young person may begin wonder-
ing whether travelling to a neighbour-
ing state somehow makes them disloy-
al to their own. A family may become 
apprehensive about where its children 
travel. A friendship may suddenly be 
viewed through the politics of the mo-
ment.None of that resolves a boundary 
dispute.

None of it protects an identity.And 
none of it advances a legitimate polit-
ical interest.

A child growing up in Meghalaya 
should be able to learn Assamese, have 
Assamese friends and travel to As-
sam without having to explain why. A 
young person in Assam should be able 
to visit Meghalaya with the same sense 
of ease.

These may appear to be small things. 

In reality, they are part of what allows 
neighbouring societies to coexist com-
fortably.

My own life is difficult to divide into 
an “Assam chapter” and a “Meghalaya 
chapter”.

Assam gave me my childhood, 
schooling, early public life and the be-
ginning of my professional career. Me-
ghalaya is my home, my roots and the 
place to which my family eventually 
returned.

One has never had to cancel out the 
other.

That is why the language of choos-
ing sides makes me uncomfortable.

I can belong to Meghalaya and still 
feel affection for the place where I 
grew up. I can care deeply about Me-
ghalaya’s interests without regarding 
Assam or Assamese people as a threat. 
At the same time, I can understand 
why people in Assam have concerns of 
their own and expect those concerns to 
be taken seriously.

This does not mean legitimate griev-
ances should be ignored.

Nor does it suggest that complex dis-
putes can be settled through sentiment 
alone.

They require negotiation, evidence, 
law and political judgement.

But sentiment can remind us of 
what must not be lost while those diffi-
cult questions are being debated.

For generations, people in Assam 
and Meghalaya have built connections 
through family, friendship, education, 
employment and everyday life. Much 
of this has happened quietly, without 
governments directing it and without 
anyone making a political claim over 
it.We inherited many of these relation-
ships from those who came before us.

We should think carefully before al-
lowing a dispute of our generation to 
become hostility inherited by the next.

I grew up in Assam, and I belong 
to Meghalaya. I have friends on both 
sides.For most of my life, I never had 
to explain how those things could co-
exist.I would not want the next gen-
eration to grow up having to ask that 
question.There will be disagreements 
between Assam and Meghalaya. There 
will be difficult negotiations, compet-
ing interests and political arguments. 
That is part of public life.

What should not become part of that 
process is the idea that ordinary As-
samese and Meghalayans must look 
at one another with suspicion because 
their governments or political groups 
happen to disagree.

The boundary may remain a politi-
cal question.
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