P

KRC

Barak Festival

NE INDIA ADVENTURE SPORTS,
ART & CULTURE PROMOTION

Barak Valley, Assam | JAN-MAR 2025

www. krefoundation . org
Mob: 8721838313

Get all the latest and updated news
of today in the evening. For

subcribing to this e-paper contact
at -8721838313

SUBSCRIBE
T300 / year

WhatsApp payment details : 8721838313
info@krcfoundation.org

PERSPECTIVE

NO MAN CAN SERVE
TWO MASTERS

ME:1, ISSUE 874

HAR TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER

STAY ENRICHED

a
North Integration
Rally

Registrations

OPEN

NE INDIA EDITION  e-mail: kretimes@gmail.com ,www.krctimes.com

Nitin Nabin backs Manipur push to NSCN (IM) alleges Centre

address illegal immigration concerns backing Kuki groups to
pressure Nagas

IMPHAL

BJP national president Nitin Nabin
has assured Manipur leaders that
concerns over illegal immigration
and its alleged demographic impact
on the state will be taken up at the
national level, Manipur Home Min-
ister Govindas Konthoujam said on
Tuesday.

The assurance came during
a meeting in New Delhi between
Nabin, Konthoujam and BJP MLA
Sapam Kunjakeswor Singh. Accord-
ing to Konthoujam, the discussions
focused on illegal migration and its
implications for Manipur’s demo-
graphic profile.

Konthoujam said Nabin had ac-
knowledged the seriousness of the
issue and assured the delegation
that it would be pursued at the na-
tional level for an “appropriate and
early solution”.

The minister linked the discus-
sions to recent remarks by Union
Home Minister Amit Shah on illegal
infiltration, and said protecting Ma-
nipur’s demographic character was
essential for the state’s future.

The issue also figured prom-

inently at an all-party meeting
chaired by Chief Minister Yumnam
Khemchand Singh in Imphal on
Monday evening, where updating
the National Register of Citizens
(NRC) was among the key issues
discussed.

Representatives of the BJP, Con-

gress, CPI, CPI(M), RPI and For-
ward Bloc, besides 14 civil society
organisations, attended the meet-
ing, which lasted about two-and-a-
half hours.

Khemchand Singh later said po-
litical parties had discussed “var-
ious issues including updation of
NRC in the state in the interest of
the people”.

Nahakpam Santa, convenor of
the 14 civil society organisations
under Kangleipak, said participants
agreed to press the government to
issue a Gazette notification for up-
dating the NRC in Manipur.

The meeting also decided to con-
stitute a sub-committee comprising
representatives of political parties
and civil society organisations. The
panel is expected to seek an appoint-
ment with Shah during his pro-
posed visit to Manipur next month
and urge the Centre to take up the
NRC updation process in the state.

The renewed push for an NRC
comes amid a wider political debate
in Manipur over undocumented mi-
gration, demographic change and
the identification of indigenous res-
idents.

IMPHAL

The NSCN (Isak-Muivah) has accused
the Centre of allegedly using Kuki armed
groups as “proxy forces” to target Nagas
and exert military pressure on Naga-
inhabited areas, while claiming that the
2015 Indo-Naga Framework Agreement
remains unimplemented.

Inastatement, the Naga organisation
alleged that the Centre had failed to dis-
charge its constitutional responsibility
to protect the Naga people and address
the decades-old political conflict through
a transparent mechanism.

The NSCN (IM) claimed that state
institutions were instead facilitating
the activities of groups it described as
proxies against Naga settlements. It
alleged that the Centre was allowing
ethnic tensions to escalate to weaken
Naga political resistance.The organisa-
tion further alleged that weapons and
logistical support were being provided
to the Kuki National Army (KNA), and
claimed there was coordination with the
Kuki National Army-Burma, which oper-
ates from Myanmar.

The allegations could not be inde-
pendently verified. The NSCN (IM) also

criticised the Centre’s international
diplomatic messaging, arguing that its
advocacy of human rights, institutional
reforms and peaceful conflict resolution
abroad contrasted with what the group
described as the suppression of indige-
nous communities in India.The organi-
sation said the Naga people had shown
restraint in negotiations since the 1997
ceasefire but warned that continued mil-
itary pressure and alleged proxy warfare
could make it increasingly difficult to
sustain the peace process.It said mean-
ingful negotiations could continue only
ifboth sides approached the process with
sincerity and respect for commitments
already made.

The NSCN (IM) also accused New
Delhi of applying “double standards” by
advocating dialogue and peaceful solu-
tions internationally while allegedly fail-
ing to implement political commitments
reached with the Nagas.

It pointed specifically to the
Framework Agreement signed between
the Centre and the NSCN (IM) on August
3,2015. The group said the agreement rec-
ognised the distinct history and political
identity of the Naga people.
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Assam completes
100% railway
electrification:Himanta
Biswa Sarma

GUWAHATI

Manipur all-party meet | UPipayments ' NIA to take over probe

discusses NRC update, 2icveR=2.000 into killing of couple in
indigenous identity ~ remainfiee. Manipur’s Tamenglong

remain free
village on September 13. Their

four children, aged 12, 10, seven
and four, were left without their
parents. The youngest child was
also critically injured in the at-
tack.

Under the six-point agree-
ment, the government assured the
JAC that the case would be hand-
ed over to the NIA without delay.

The administration also
agreed to bear the injured child’s
medical expenses until recovery,
provide immediate ex-gratia as-
sistance to the bereaved family
and arrange long-term rehabili-
tation and financial support for
the four children until they reach
adulthood.

The agreement also provides
for the deployment of additional
Central security forces in wvul-
nerable areas, including Tollen,
Kaimai and Thingtuhbung-Kul-
bung, to strengthen security and
prevent further attacks.

Both sides agreed to imple-
ment the commitments within 30
days. The government also accept-
ed responsibility for any further
incidents if the agreed security
measures were not implemented
within the stipulated period.

The development comes amid
heightened tensions in the region
following attacks in Tollen and
Longpi villages, in which four ci-
vilians were Killed.

Before the agreement, the
Kuki Inpi Jiribam, Tamenglong
and Noney, along with other civ-
il society organisations, had de-
manded stringent action against
those responsible and stronger
security arrangements in vulner-

Assam has achieved 100 per cent electrification of its
railway network, marking a major milestone in the
state’s rail infrastructure, Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said on Monday.

Sarma said the completion of the electrification
programme will enable electric traction across the
entire railway network in Assam, paving the way for
cleaner and more energy-efficient train operations.

In a post on X, the chief minister said the achieve-
ment was the result of infrastructure development
undertaken over the past 12 years. He also noted that
several parts of Assam lacked broad-gauge railway
connectivity before 2014.

Sarma credited Prime Minister Narendra Modi
with giving a major push to railway infrastructure
in the state and strengthening Assam’s integration
with the national rail network.

He also acknowledged the contributions of Union
Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw and former
Railway Ministers Piyush Goyal and Suresh Prabhu
to the electrification drive since 2014.

According to Sarma, Vaishnaw played a key role
in taking the electrification programme to comple-
tion, while Goyal and Prabhu helped advance the
initiative during their respective tenures.

The completion of electrification is expected to
reduce Assam’s dependence on diesel-powered loco-
motives and support cleaner and more energy-effi-
cient rail transport across the state.

WHO SAID WHAT

Happy
#EngineersDay
to all remarkable
engineers, the
people who
build, innovate
and provide
solutions for a better tomorrow.Tributes to Sir M.
Visvesvaraya, whose engineering genius and nation-
building vision continue to inspire.

NEW DELHI

UPI transactions above Rs 2,000 may
not remain free, with the government
on Monday directing banks and payment
service providers not to charge customers
for transactions made through RuPay
debit cards or UPI for up to Rs 2,000.

The move provides a statutory basis
for keeping these digital payment modes
free for users within the specified limit.

This means that UPI transactions
above Rs 2,000 could attract a Merchant
Discount Rate (MDR) or a fee that the
banks and payment gateways charge
from the merchant for processing the
payment.

While the government has yet to
announce the MDR, sources have pegged
therate at anywhere from 0.25% t0 0.4%
of the transaction amount.

The government had earlier said that
any MDR, if introduced, would apply only
toalimited set of merchant transactions
above a specified threshold and at anom-
inal rate, much lower than MDRs of debit
and credit cards.

All Person-to-Person (P2P) transac-
tions will continue to be free of charge.

IMPHAL

The National Investigation Agen-
cy (NIA) will take over the investi-
gation into the killing of a couple
in Tollen village in Manipur’s
Tamenglong district, officials said
on Tuesday.

The decision followed mount-
ing public pressure and an ulti-
matum from Kuki-Zo civil society
organisations demanding a cen-
tral agency probe into the Septem-
ber 13 killings.

The transfer of the case was
formalised through an agreement
between government officials, in-
cluding the Tamenglong superin-
tendent of police and the Tousem
sub-divisional officer, and a Joint
Action Committee (JAC) formed
following the incident.

The couple, Seikhoneh Sing-
sit and Lhingjangai Singsit, were

IMPHAL the context of protecting Manipur’s
indigenous population and its future.
Khemchand heard suggestions
and concerns from representatives of
different political parties and civil so-
ciety groups. The meeting ended on a
positive note, the statement said.

In a social media post after the
meeting, the chief minister said the
participants had discussed several is-
sues concerning Manipur, including
updating the NRC “in the interest of
the people” of the state.

The meeting comes amid a con-
tinuing debate in Manipur over the
identification of indigenous residents
and measures to address concerns
over migration and demographic

Manipur Chief Minister Yumnam
Khemchand Singh chaired an all-par-
ty meeting to discuss updating the Na-
tional Register of Citizens (NRC) in the
state, with political leaders and civil
society representatives stressing the
need to safeguard indigenous identi-
ty and security.

The meeting at the Chief Minis-
ter’s Secretariat was attended by se-
nior leaders of the BJP and Congress,
besides representatives of civil soci-
ety organisations, officials said.

According to an official statement,
the participants discussed various
issues concerning the state, with the

~ Narendra Modi, PM | NRC emerging as a key subject in change. killed in an armed attack at Tollen  able Kuki-Zo settlements.
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Bangladesh amid supply shortage

Gujarat hilsa finds a market
Hilsa caught along the Guja-

KOLKATA cultural traditions.

Traditional flow uncertain

The hilsa trade between India
and Bangladesh has taken an
unusual turn this year, with In-
dia exporting around 500 tonnes
of the prized fish to Bangladesh
over the past two months as the
neighbouring country faces a
shortage.

Another 150-200 tonnes could
be exported to Bangladesh in
the coming weeks, according to
members of the Howrah Whole-
sale Fish Importers’ Association.

“In the last two months, some
500 tonnes have been exported,
and another 150-200 tonnes are
slated in the coming weeks,” an
association member said.

The development marks a
reversal of the traditional trade
pattern, under which Bangla-
desh has supplied hilsa to India,
particularly ahead of the Durga
Puja season.

The latest consignments have
largely originated in Gujarat
and been shipped through Bha-

ruch port. Some consignments
have also reached Bangladesh
through the Howrah wholesale
fish market in West Bengal, trad-
ers said.

“Bangladesh has been import-
ing hilsa from India for the first

time. We usually send fish such
as boal, rohu, parse and tangra
to Bangladesh. This year there
is a shortage of hilsa there,” said
Syed Anwar Magsood, secretary
of the Howrah Wholesale Fish
Importers’ Association.

rat coast has traditionally had
relatively limited demand in the
Indian market, largely because
of its high roe content. That same
characteristic, however, has
made it attractive to Bangladeshi
consumers.

Traders said roe-rich Gujarat
hilsa is particularly popular in
markets in Chattogram and Syl-
het.

“Gujarat hilsa contains a lot
of roe, which is highly sought
after in Bangladesh. The eggs
are also being sold separately
for processing and re-exported
to other countries by them,” Ma-
gsood said.

Some of the imported fish is
also being processed for export,
while hilsa is being dried and
sold as salted fish in Bangladesh,
he said.

Bangladesh remains one of
the world’s major hilsa-produc-
ing countries, with the fish deep-
ly embedded in its culinary and

The latest exports have also
raised questions over whether
Bangladesh will send hilsa to
India ahead of the festive season
this year.

There is currently no clarity
on exports of Padma River hilsa
from Bangladesh to India. Last
year, the Bangladesh govern-
ment had permitted the export
of 1,200 tonnes of hilsa to India
ahead of the festive season.

The reversal in trade this year
comes as Bangladesh grapples
with reduced hilsa availability,
prompting traders there to look
towards Indian sources to meet
domestic demand.

For decades, hilsa has been
more than a commodity in the
India-Bangladesh trade relation-
ship. This year, however, chang-
ing supply patterns have turned
the traditional flow on its head,
with Indian hilsa crossing the
border to fill a gap in one of its
biggest producing markets.
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India-China:
Cooperation
Without
Complacency

eography has imposed on India and China

a relationship that neither country can

escape. The two Asian powers share a

ong and contested Himalayan frontier,

command enormous economic weight and

influence the security and prosperity of
much of the region. Their relationship, therefore, cannot
be reduced to either strategic rivalry or economic part-
nership. It is a difficult combination of both-and mana-
ging that contradiction will remain one of India’s most
consequential foreign-policy challenges.

The case for engagement is compelling. China is a ma-
nufacturing and technological giant with a commanding
position in critical supply chains, including rare earths
and advanced industrial components. India, meanwhile,
possesses one of the world’s largest consumer markets,
a growing manufacturing base and a young workforce.
Their economic relationship, despite its substantial im-
balance in China’s favour, demonstrates that interde-
pendence already exists. The sensible objective for New
Delhi is not to dismantle that relationship but to make
it more balanced, resilient and beneficial to Indian indu-
stry.

That requires a distinction between economic engage-
ment and strategic dependence. India cannot afford to be-
come excessively reliant on Chinese supplies in sectors
critical to national security and industrial resilience. At
the same time, completely shutting out Chinese trade
and investment would impose costs on Indian consumers
and manufacturers. Diversification of supply chains, gre-
ater domestic manufacturing and carefully negotiated
market access offer a more sustainable response than
indiscriminate economic disengagement.

The changing international environment makes this
balance even more important. Trade tensions, tariff
disputes, wars and growing fragmentation of the global
economy are forcing countries to reduce excessive de-
pendence on any single power. India’s engagement with
BRICS and other platforms reflects its preference for a
multipolar international order. China has similar inte-
rests in reducing strategic vulnerability. Yet the credibi-
lity of such cooperation will remain limited if India and
China cannot manage their own bilateral tensions.

There are signs that both sides understand the need
for stabilisation. The resumption of direct flights, the
return of the Kailash Mansarovar pilgrimage and the
reopening of some channels of border trade point tow-
ards a cautious restoration of normal ties. High-level di-
plomatic engagement, including talks between National
Security Adviser Ajit Doval and Chinese Foreign Mini-
ster Wang Yi and the meeting between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and President Xi Jinping, has also crea-
ted space for sustained dialogue.

These developments are welcome, but they should not
be confused with a settlement.

The boundary dispute remains the central obstacle
to genuine trust. Large stretches of the India-China bor-
der remain contested, and developments along the Line
of Actual Control can rapidly undo diplomatic progress.
For India, the lesson of the 2020 crisis remains particular-
ly important: economic interdependence cannot sub-
stitute for strategic preparedness, military vigilance or
clear political signalling.

This is why cooperation with China must be pursued
from a position of confidence rather than complacency.
India needs strong border infrastructure, credible deter-
rence and diversified supply chains even as it seeks dia-
logue. Engagement is not a concession; nor is vigilance
an act of hostility. The two can and must coexist.

China, for its part, has an interest in demonstrating
that stabilising relations with India is more valuable
than tactical pressure along the frontier. A relationship
based on mutual sensitivity cannot work if one side re-
peatedly believes that the other is attempting to alter the
status quo through pressure. Durable cooperation requi-
res predictability, respect for existing understandings
and a genuine effort to reduce the sources of confronta-
tion.

There is also a larger Asian dimension. India and
China are not merely neighbouring states; their decisi-
ons affect South Asia, the Indian Ocean, the Himalayan
region and the wider developing world. Both countries
have repeatedly spoken of a more representative and
multipolar global order. Such an order will have little
credibility if Asia’s two largest powers remain trapped
in a cycle of distrust.

The objective, therefore, should not be an artificial
friendship. Nor should India pursue confrontation for its
own sake. The realistic goal is a stable competition with
sufficient cooperation to prevent rivalry from becoming
conflict.

That will require patience. Border negotiations
may take years. Trade imbalances will not disappear
overnight. Strategic mistrust cannot be erased by a few
high-level meetings. But communication, restored econo-
mic links, people-to-people exchanges and regular diplo-
matic engagement can create habits of restraint.

India should neither romanticise cooperation with
China nor fear it. It should approach Beijing with clari-
ty about its interests, confidence in its capabilities and
an equally clear understanding of the costs of prolonged
confrontation.

For two nuclear-armed neighbours sharing a conte-
sted frontier, dialogue is not a sign of weakness. It is an
instrument of national interest. The challenge for both
governments is to ensure that competition remains ma-
nageable and that cooperation, where interests converge,
is not sacrificed to suspicion. In the India-China relati-
onship, peace need not mean agreement-and cooperation
need not mean trust without verification. What matters
is building enough stability to keep disagreement from
becoming conflict.

Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.
Therefore, no American can afford to be apathetic

about the problem of racial justice. It is a problem

that meets every man at his fr
~ Martin Luther King, Jr:

BEYOND CHINA
VSWEST AT BRICS

GURJIT SINGH

At the 18th BRICS Summit in New
Delhi, China seemingly got
what it wanted—at least on the
surface. President Xi Jinping
was an honoured guest in In-
dia and, as his country was en-
dorsed as the next BRICS chair,
will host the next summit in
2027. Yet, the more significant
outcome may be what China
did not get—a BRICS organised
primarily around its geopoliti-
cal contest with the West.

_ The 140-paragraph New Del-
hi Declaration %5'15)]).), the lon-
gest BRICS declaration so far,
reveals a subtle but significant
shift. The bloc is beginning to
move beyond a loose grouping
of emerging economies towards
a platform through which the
Global South can gain greater
voice, bargaining power and
strategic autonomy. In this
transformation, China remains
the most powerful member. But
it is no longer clear that it can
define what BRICS means for
everyone else.

This tension is central to
BRICS. China is a major glob-
al power with ambitions to re-
shape the international order.
Most other members are devel-
oping countries with different
priorities. They do not want to
WhOl\%’ replace dependence on
the West with dependence on
China. They want more choic-
es, more bargaining power and
greater autonomy in dealing
with both. o

. New Delhi brought this dis-
tinction into the open.

Xi’s vision for BRICS is
ambitious. In his address, he
presented it as an important
platform for emerging-market
and developing countries, and
called for a§1reater ‘cooperation
in artificial intelligence, sup-
%l%chams, peace and stability

O-centred trade and globai
governance reform. He also pro-
posed cooperation with China
on Al-driven industrialisation.
~ Much of this lan%Jage found
its way into the NDD. But the
context changed. These ideas
were absorbed into a broader
multilateral agenda rather than
becoming the blueprint for a
China-led alternative order.

cross-border payments and set-
tlements; but it stops well short
of a common BRICS currency
or a formal de-dollarisation pro-
gramme. )

Instead, the Indian approach
emphasises practical measures:
interoperability ot;ipagnent Sys-
tems, the proposed BRICS Risk
Lab in Gujarat’s GIET City and
continued work on investment
and financial infrastructure.

This difference matters. For
China, alternatives to the dollar
can be part of a larger effort to
reduce Western influence over
the international financial sys-
tem. For much of the Global
South, the objective is more

ractical. Theé/ want options.
hey want Chinese finance
without Chinese financial de-
endence. They want access to
Vestern markets and institu-
tions without the West dictat-
ing terms. They want the dollar
to have competition, not nec-
essarily to disappear. That is a
(ci[ulte different proposition from
e-dollarisation. )

Trade presents the same di-
lemma. The NDD opposes uni-
lateral tariffs, non-tariff mea-
sures and protectionism, while
it supports WTO reform. This
can certainly be interpreted as
a criticism of Western policies;
it also exposes a contradiction
within BRICS itself.

China is by far the largest
trading power in the grouping.
Yet many developing countries
worry about market access to
China, trade imbalances and
non-tariff barriers. They want

eater access to Chinese mar-

ets just as much as they want
relief from Western trade re-
strictions. A call against protec-
tionism cannot simply be read
as_an anti-American position.
It is also a demand for China to
open its markets further. )
Technology brings the is-
sue into a sharper focus. China
has formidable strengths in Al,
manufacturing, digital infra-
structure and supply chains.
Naturally, it wants BRICS co-
operation to reinforce these
advantages. The _developing
countries want technology, in-
vestment, skills and access to
global value chains. But they do

important than some of the
headlines surrounding the sum-
mit. It moves BRICS beyond the
familiar China-versus-West
narrative. The issue is not
simply whether the US dollar
should be replaced and Western
institutions challenged. The
more fundamental question is
whether developing countries
can create enough space to ne-
gotiate with everyone. India’s
position at the summit illustrat-
ed this.

_ Xi’s visit to India, his first
since 2019, and his meeting
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi were themselves signif-
icant. Peace and stability on
the border, trade imbalances,
supply chains, people-to-peo-
ple exchanges and rebuilding
trust were among the issues dis-
cussed. Modi made clear that
border stability was essential to
improving bilateral relations.
India was, thus, engaging Chi-
na without aligning with China.

That distinction is import-
ant. India is simultaneously a
member of BRICS and the Quad,
a partner to the US, Europe and
Japan; a G7 invitee; and a coun-
try with a continuing boundary
dispute with China. Its partici-

ation in BRICS cannot, there-
ore, be interpreted as accep-
tance of a Beijing-led order.
_India’s idea of multipolarity
is different. It is not about re-
placm% one hegemon with an-
other. It is about ensuring that
no single power can dominate
the choices available to devel-
opm%pountrles. )

This may also explain why
New Delhi was able to produce
consensus among countries
whose interests often diverge.
The summit did not attempt to
erase those differences. Instead,
it created enough space for
them to coexist within a com-
mon framework. Even on West
Asia, where positions are often
sharply divergent, the group
achieved consensus with con-
siderable diplomatic precision.

There is an irony here. Chi-
na remains BRICS’s economic
heavyweight and will take over
the chairship in 2027. It has con-
siderable resources with which
to shape the organisation. Yet

come a stronger pole in a chang-
ing world order. The Global
South wants BRICS to give it
ﬁreater weight within that or-
er, and greater room to ne-
otiate with China itself. That
istinction could determine the
bloc’s future.

If BRICS becomes an instru-
ment of great-power rivalry, its
developing-country = members
may eventually see it as anoth-
er arena where the]% are expect-
ed to choose sides. If it becomes
an instrument of Global South
agency, its value will be very

ifferent. ]

The irony of the New Delhi
summit, therefore, may be that

DIGITAL WAR OF WORDS

Shortly after midnight, we concluded the
two-day District Commissioners’ Conference in
Jorhat: over 27 hours of rigorous deliberations
with Ministers, DCs and senior officers,
covering 15 departments.

My message was clear: our DCs must shed

the vestiges of a colonial administrative
mindset and bring the discipline, efficiency and
professionalism of the private sector to public
service. Technology and Al must become
integral to everyday governance.

Each DC will now convene meetings with line
departments to ensure every directive reaches
field officers without delay and translates

into action. Assam’s districts must compete

to excel. I expect every DC to work towards
making their district the finest in the country.
Alongside these discussions, 1 also cleared
over 85 files and wrote over 34 Notes and
letters to dignitaries The day-to-day work of
governance must keep pace with the reforms
we pursue.

These deliberations will deliver tangible
changes on the ground. That is the
commitment we leave Jorhat with. The weight
of the mandate is now with the administration
and they must rise to the occasion.

I’ll share a more detailed reflection on my
Substack soon.

~ Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma, CM, Assam

Dy _Himanta

IGE

thouﬁh China came to strength-
en BRICS as a pole of power, the

MULTIPOLAR |

WORLD e

The financial agenda is per-
haps the clearest example. Chi-
na and Russia strongly support
reducing dependence on West-
ern financial systems, increas-
ing local-currency settlements
and developing alternatives to
the dollar.

The NDD supports great-
er use of local currencies for

Beyond China vs West at BRICS .

'\ i
i

not want to simply become con-
sumers of Chinese technolo
or suppliers of raw materials.
The real demand of the Global
South is therefore not techno-
logical dependence with a Chi-
nese_label; it is technological
caplgb;llj[y. )

his is why the NDD is more

the group’s broader political di-
rection may be moving in a way
that is not entirely comfortable
for Beijing. The more BRICS ex-
pands, the more difficult it be-
comes for any one power to de-
fine its agenda. This is the real
story from New Delhi.

hina wants BRICS to be-

=

Global South used it to strength-
en itas a space for choice. In the
long run, the ability to choose
may prove more important
than the ability to dominate.

Gurjit Singh | Former Am-
bassador to Germany and au-
thor of The Durian Flavour
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Meghalaya’s tech push gains pace
with jobs, Al and new IT parks

Technology is also being deployed to

SHILLONG

Meghalaya’s technology sector is begin-
ning to move beyond infrastructure crea-
tion, with IT companies generating local
employment, a second phase of the Shil-
long Technology Park nearing completion
and artificial intelligence emerging as a
key area for skilling, entrepreneurship and

public services.

The shift is most visible at the Shillong
Technology Park in Umsawli, New Shil-
long, where the first phase is now fully oc-
cupied by IT and IT-enabled services com-
panies, banks, software firms and other

technology businesses.

The park has generated more than 1,400
jobs, with women accounting for over 700

Meghalaya.

completion.

positions. The employment numbers indi-
cate a growing technology workforce in a
state where many young people have tra-
ditionally had to seek opportunities outside

Shillong park set for expansion

The state’s technology infrastructure is
set to expand further with the second phase
of the Shillong Technology Park, spread
across around 1.8 lakh square feet, nearing

The expansion is part of Meghalaya’s
broader effort to attract investment and
develop its digital economy under the
Meghalaya Information Technology and
Information Technology Enabled Services
(IT & ITeS) Promotion Policy, 2024.

The government has set a target of

the next decade.

The technology push is also extending
beyond the state capital.

The Tura IT Park, being developed on
the outskirts of Doldegre in Tura, was an-
nounced in 2024 and received ?126.94 crore
from the Union Ministry of Development
of Northeastern Region under the PM-

DevINE scheme.

building a $16-billion economy by 2032 and
aims to place Meghalaya among India’s top
10 states in IT and IT-enabled services over

By late August 2026, the project had
achieved 78.67 per cent physical progress,
with construction continuing as scheduled.

The facility is expected to provide
Meghalaya with another base for IT and
IT-enabled services, while widening the

geographical spread of technology-driven
employment beyond Shillong.

Alongside physical infrastructure, the
state is attempting to build a talent pipe-
line for the emerging technology sector.Al
trainers are being recruited for institutions
such as Shillong Polytechnic, ITI Rynjah
and ITI Tura, while the Meghalaya State
Skill Development Society is expanding
training programmes in artificial intelli-
gence and machine learning.

Industry engagement has also in-
creased. A regional Al impact conference
in Meghalaya drew more than 700 par-
ticipants, while AT SPARK: Accelerating
Meghalaya Startups was organised at the
Shillong Technology Park.

A NASSCOM industry leaders’ meet-  es.

ing in Shillong in May 2026 also brought to-
gether representatives from the technology
and business-processing sectors to discuss
IT, skilling and employment opportunities.
Meghalaya’s technology strategy is not
limited to attracting private companies.
Albased systems are increasingly being
incorporated into public services.
Shillong’s Integrated Command and
Control Centre, established under the
Smart City Mission, uses Al-enabled video
analytics and camera networks for surveil-
lance, traffic management, crime detection
and emergency response.The state is also
working on additional Data and AI Labs
and an Al Centre of Excellence, while ex-
ploring applications that use local languag-

address specific challenges. An Internet
of Things-based sensor network has been
installed across 70,000 water springs to
collect real-time information for water-re-
source management and conservation.For
Meghalaya, the next challenge is to con-
vert these investments into a sustainable
technology ecosystem rather than isolated
infrastructure projects.

With the first phase of the Shillong
Technology Park already generating em-
ployment, its second phase nearing com-
pletion, the Tura IT Park progressing and
Al becoming part of education, industry
and governance, the state is gradually
putting in place the building blocks of a
locally driven digital economy.

Higher-level
meeting likely to
resolve Tripura-
Mizoram border

row

AGARTALA

A higher-level meeting Dbe-
tween Tripura and Mizoram
is likely to be held soon to
address a long-standing bor-
der dispute involving a small
stretch of land, Tripura Home
Secretary Abhishek Singh
said on Monday.

His remarks followed de-
tailed discussions between
officials of the two states in
Agartala, where both sides
examined documents and re-
cords concerning the disputed
area.A preliminary meeting
between officials was held on
September 9, while Monday’s
talks focused on the disputed
stretch in the Phudunsei Vil-
lage Council area, Singh said.

“An open discussion was
held on the Tripura-Mizoram
border dispute. We observed
that the issue is related to a
small portion of land,” he said.

Officials from the Survey
of India, Tripura Revenue De-
partment and Tripura Police,
along with the District Mag-
istrate and Superintendent of
Police of North Tripura, at-
tended the meeting.

“From our end, we pre-
sented our documents, and
Mizoram also presented its
documents. Based on these, we
held discussions,” Singh said.

According to the Home
Secretary, the disputed land
is currently under Tripura’s
possession. He said documents
held by the Tripura govern-
ment, along with Survey of
India records, indicate that the
area falls within Tripura’s ju-
risdiction.

Following Monday’s dis-
cussions, a report has been
prepared, Singh said. Tripura
and Mizoram will submit their
respective reports to their gov-
ernments before the issue is
taken up for further delibera-
tions at a higher level.

“We are hopeful that a high-
er-level meeting would be held
next time to solve the matter,”
Singh said.

_Siang project row:
Villagers block road, hold
ritual in Arunachal

ITANAGAR

Tensions over the proposed
Siang Upper Multipurpose Pro-
ject (SUMP) resurfaced in Arun-
achal Pradesh on September 14
as a large number of villagers
blocked a road leading towards
the Siang area at Ugeng village,
protesting activities linked to
the proposed project.

The protesters also per-
formed a traditional ritual at
the site to reaffirm their op-
position to the project. A large
contingent of police personnel
was deployed to maintain law
and order, but the villagers con-
tinued the ritual and remained
firm in their opposition.

The villagers said develop-
ment projects that could affect
their land, livelihoods and nat-
ural resources should be under-
taken only with the consent and
participation of communities
directly affected by them.

Opposition to Siang project
continues

The SUMP has faced sus-
tained opposition from sections
of local communities, who have
expressed concerns over its
possible impact on land, liveli-
hoods and the region’s ecologi-
cal resources.

The latest protest at Ugeng
reflects the continuing resist-
ance to project-related activi-
ties and highlights demands for
greater community participa-
tion in decisions concerning de-
velopment in the Siang region.

The proposed multipurpose
project has remained a conten-
tious issue in the area, with
local communities seeking as-
surances over the protection of
their land and traditional re-
sources.

The September 14 mobilisa-
tion also underscored the sen-
sitivity surrounding project-re-
lated activities in the region,
as villagers used a traditional
community ritual to publicly
register their opposition.

Manipur fuel tanker strike called off, fuel

IMPHAL
Fuel tanker drivers in Manipur
have called off their steering-down
strike following assurances from
Chief Minister Y Khemchand Sin-
¢h, including compensation for
drivers injured in the recent Noney
attack. However, movement of
petroleum tankers and LPG vehi-
cles will remain suspended until a
stakeholders’ meeting with the gov-
ernment on September 15.

An office-bearer of the All Ma-
nipur Petroleum Products Driv-
ers’ Association (AMPPDA) said
the association expects the meet-
ing with government authorities
on Tuesday, after which drivers
would decide on resuming opera-
tions.“We’re expecting a stakehold-
ers’ meeting with the government
authority on September 15, the
functionary said.The drivers are
expected to resume loading petrol
and diesel from the Malom depot
and LPG from the Sekmai bottling
plant, besides transporting loaded
petroleum products from Jiribam
to Imphal, once the meeting is con-

cluded.

The strike was called after a
September 10 attack on an oil tank-
er convoy in Noney along NH-37, in
which several drivers were injured
and vehicles were damaged. The
drivers had demanded safe passage
for fuel tankers and stronger secu-
rity arrangements before resuming
operations.The Chief Minister’s as-
surances, including monetary com-
pensation for drivers who suffered
grievous injuries, prompted the
association to suspend the strike.

The association said drivers
from all communities transport

Manipur CM warns contractual staff
against bribery for regularisation

IMPHAL

Manipur Chief Minister Y
Khemchand Singh warned con-
tractual employees against paying
bribes to secure regularisation,

urging them to place their service
records and genuine claims before
the government through proper and
transparent channels.

Singh made the remarks while
addressing a programme at the
Jawaharlal Nehru Institute of
Medical Sciences (JNIMS) for the
inauguration, launch and founda-
tion stone laying of various projects.

Expressing concern over reports
of alleged bribery linked to the reg-
ularisation of nurses, the Chief
Minister said employees who had
served the state with dedication,
particularly during the COVID-19
pandemic, should not resort to cor-
rupt practices to secure permanent
appointments.

More than 200 nurses were
appointed on a contractual basis in
Manipur amid increased healthcare
requirements during the pandemic,

Singh said.

He urged nurses and other con-
tractual employees to present their
service and contributions to the
government through legitimate
channels, assuring them that gen-
uine cases would be considered
according to due process.

“The government will sup-
port employees who discharge
their duties with honesty, dedi-
cation and dignity,” Singh said,
while appealing to employees to
approach the authorities with
confidence rather than resorting
to bribery or other unfair means.

Singh said the state had been
facing economic constraints,
which had resulted in government
departments relying on contractu-
al appointments for recruitment
over a period of time.

However, he stressed that

attempts to obtain regularisation
through bribery must stop imme-
diately.

The Chief Minister also
acknowledged the responsi-
bilities shouldered by doctors,
nurses and other healthcare
workers, particularly during the
COVID-19 pandemic, and praised
the Health Department for its
work in strengthening the state’s
healthcare system over the past
four months.

New JNIMS projects unveiled

During the programme, Singh
unveiled several projects at JNIMS,
including the foundation stone for
a College of Nursing at the insti-
tute under the North East Special
Infrastructure Development
Scheme (NESIDS-OTRI) of the
Ministry of Development of North
Eastern Region (DoNER).

Sikkim landslides: 128 evacuated in
Gyalshing as rain worsens risk

GANGTOK

At Singlitam, lighting has been installed at

Heavy rainfall has intensified landslide activ-
ity in Sikkim’s Gyalshing district, prompting
authorities to evacuate 28 houses housing 128
people from vulnerable areas of Rimbi as de-
bris and floodwaters threaten homes and infra-
structure.

The landslide activity at Singlitam and
Rimbi has been reported since September 12,
with the district administration and various
departments maintaining round-the-clock sur-
veillance and response operations, the Sikkim
State Disaster Management Authority (SSD-
MA) said.

At Rimbi, four houses housing 18 people
were initially evacuated from vulnerable lo-
cations and the families shifted to relatives’
homes. Following heavy rain and flooding on
September 14, authorities expanded the evacu-
ation, moving 128 residents from 28 houses to
the Rimbi Gram Panchayat Kendra as a pre-
cautionary measure.

At Singlitam, seven affected households
have been shifted to a relief centre in Singlitam
Ward, where more than 33 people, including
children and elderly residents, are being pro-
vided food and other essential supplies.

District Collector Tenzing Denzongpa has
been regularly visiting Singlitam and Rimbi to
assess the damage and oversee response mea-
sures.

A recent study shows that exercising for an
hour a day may be enough to counteract the
harmful effects of sitting for long periods.
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Debris blocks stream, bridge washed away
Officials have identified the area around
Mandir Point as the main zone of landslide
activity. The lower-lying areas towards Rimbi
Ward remain vulnerable to further landslides,
particularly during periods of heavy rainfall.

Debris has accumulated along the NiK
Kholsa stream, with rainwater carrying mud
and other material towards Rimbi village and
affecting houses along the stream. The flow of
water and debris has already washed away the
RCC bridge at Rimbi.

Authorities have warned that the debris is
obstructing the natural flow of water, raising
the possibility of a sudden release of accumu-

lated water and debris during further rainfall.

Residents have been advised to stay away
from active landslide zones, debris accumula-
tion sites and stream courses during periods
of rain.

The main Rimbi River has also changed its
course and is affecting the roadside flank. The
state government is taking steps to construct
a Bailey bridge at a higher location after the
main road was completely washed away on the
night of May 14.

Road, water and relief work underway

The Roads and Bridges Department is car-
rying out continuous debris clearance and road
restoration to restore vehicular movement.

the affected site to facilitate monitoring of land-
slide activity during rainfall. Fresh damage to
houses and poultry units was reported follow-
ing the September 14 flooding, with relief assis-
tance for newly affected families scheduled to
be distributed on Tuesday.

A temporary bamboo bridge is also sched-
uled to be constructed from September 15 to re-
store pedestrian movement. The location was
selected in consultation with local residents,
panchayat members and officials.

The administration is supplying po-
ly-alkathene water pipes to restore water
connectivity to the Rimbi relief camp and
the main village water tank.

The Rimbi ICDS Centre, located below
the expanding landslide zone, was flooded
during the September 14 rainfall. Author-
ities have advised the concerned depart-
ment to assess the possibility of shifting
the centre to a safer location to protect
children.The SDM, Yuksom, is also assess-
ing damage to land. Eligible landowners
will receive relief according to prescribed
norms after the assessment is completed.

The SSDMA said the district admin-
istration, District Disaster Management
Authority, line departments and local pan-
chayat representatives were closely moni-
toring the situation.

Residents in Singlitam, Rimbi and
other vulnerable areas have been advised
to avoid unnecessary movement during
heavy rain, particularly at night, and stay
away from rivers, streams and drainage
channels.

Authorities have also urged residents
to immediately report fresh cracks in the
ground, signs of ground movement, unusu-
al sounds or sudden changes in water flow.

movement awaits govt talks

essential commodities meant for
people across communities and
appealed to all groups not to target
drivers.The drivers had also staged
a sit-in outside the Malom oil depot
on the outskirts of Imphal during
the protest.In a statement, the as-
sociation expressed regret for the
inconvenience caused to the public
during the strike and thanked peo-
ple for supporting drivers involved
in the transportation of essential
commodities.

The Manipur IOCL Retail Out-
let Dealers Association separately
urged Indian Oil Corporation Ltd

and the state government to ensure
the safety and security of drivers
and helpers engaged in petroleum
transportation.

It also called for timely and
increased replenishment of fuel
stocks at the Malom depot, describ-
ing it as critical to the state’s fuel
security.Manipur has 227 retail
outlets, of which 157 are operated
by IOCL.The tanker drivers had
earlier sought written security as-
surances before resuming move-
ment along NH-37. Their demands
also included a formal government
agreement backed by a Gazette
notification, compensation for in-
jured drivers and damaged vehi-
cles, and action against those alleg-
edly involved in attacks and illegal
taxation of vehicles carrying essen-
tial commodities.The Manipur Po-
lice Control Room has maintained
that NH-37 remains open and that
security cover is being provided to
vehicles. However, tanker drivers
had sought additional assurances
specifically for fuel convoys before
returning to normal operations.

Congress fields
Sibamoni Bora for
Nagaon bypoll

GUWAHATI

The Congress named former Bat-
adrava MLA Sibamoni Bora as its
candidate for the Nagaon Lok Sab-
ha bypoll, completing the line-up
for a four-way contest involving
the BJP, AIUDF and Trinamool
Congress.

Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge approved Bora’s
candidature for the by-election
to the 9-Nagaon Parliamentary
Constituency, the party said in a
statement.

“The Congress President,
Shri Mallikarjun Kharge, has ap-
proved the candidature of Smt.
Sibamoni Bora, Ex-MLA, as party
candidate to contest the ensuing
byelection to the Lok Sabha from
9 - Nagaon Parliamentary Constit-
uency of Assam,” the statement
said.

The announcement came a
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day after Congress Assam in-
charge and former Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
held a marathon meeting with
the state unit at Rajiv Bhawan in
Guwahati.

After the meeting, Baghel
described the bypoll as a “mat-
ter of prestige” for the party and
stressed the need for a concerted
campaign to win the seat.

The Congress had delayed an-
nouncing its nominee amid dis-
cussions within the party over its
choice of candidate. Bora’s nom-
ination now sets up a four-cor-
nered contest in the constituency.

The AIUDF was the first
among the major parties to an-
nounce its candidate, naming Re-
jaul Karim Sarkar on August 13.
Despite subsequent speculation
that party chief Badruddin Ajmal
could replace him, the party re-
tained Sarkar.

The Trinamool Congress en-
tered the race after the Election
Commission announced the poll
schedule and fielded Dhing Col-
lege vice-principal Prof Abdul
Salam.

The BJP has nominated for-
mer Nagaon Deputy Commission-
er Devashish Sharma.

With the four principal con-
tenders now announced, cam-
paigning is expected to intensify
ahead of the September 16 dead-
line for filing nominations.
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Owaisi says nationwide NRC India’ China ShOUId be pal‘tnel‘s,

would be ‘100 times worse’
for minorities; UCC aimed at

‘targeting Muslims’

HYDRABAD

SIR.

“The NRC would once again
AIMIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi  force people to stand in queues,”
said a nationwide National he said, describing the SIR as a
Register of Citizens (NRC)would ~ “nasty joke”.
be “100 times worse”, citing the Owaisialsotook strongexcep-
difficulties faced by minorities,  tiontoUnion HomeMinister Amit
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled  Shah’sremarksthatBJPled NDA
Tribes and migrants duringthe  governments in 21 states would
exercise in Assam. introduce the Uniform Civil Code

“NRCisgoingtobe100times  (UCC)before2029,allegingthatthe
worse. We've already seenhow  BJP wanted to target Muslims.
disastrous the NRC has been in He alleged that the BJP and
Assam. It has caused immense  Shah were seeking to implement
trouble, especially forminorities,  the UCC in violation of Article
SC/STs and migrants,” Owaisi 25, which guarantees freedom of
said ina poston X. religion, and Article 14, which

HesaidanNRCwouldrequire  guarantees the right to equality,
people to prove their citizenship  of the Constitution.
by producing documents and “BJPisnot doingthis (imple-
questioned how thosedependent ~ mentation of UCC) for equality.
on government rationswouldbe ~ This is only to target Muslims,”
abletoestablishtheircitizenship.  hetold reporters.

“NRC will force everyone to Observing that the “soul” of
stand in line and prove their cit-  the country was its pluralism,
izenship. In a country where80  Owaisi claimed that a Uniform
crore peopledependonrationfor  Civil Code wouldamounttoimpos-
food, youwantthemtofinddocu-  ing Hindu law on non-Hindus.
mentsand provetheir citizenship? Hesaid the Law Commission
Towhatend?” he said. appointed by the NDA gov-

Drawing a parallel withthe ~ ernment had concluded that a
ongoingSpecialntensiveRevision =~ UCC was neither necessary nor
(SIR)ofelectoralrolls,Owaisisaid ~ desirable. Citing the different
ordinary peoplewerebeingasked  provisions of the UCC in Goa, he
to appear for hearings withdoc-  asked whether Shah and the BJP
uments. would implement the UCC fol-

“This government wantsus ~ lowed in BJP-ruled states such as
tobeat themercy ofonebabuor  Uttarakhand inthe westernstate.
another,” he said. Healsoquestioned whether NDA

Owaisi also alleged thatthe  leaders such as N Chandrababu
BJP-led government’s intention ~ Naidu, Nitish Kumar and Chirag
wasto conductthe NRCafterthe =~ Paswan would endorse the provi-

"Window of opportunity: Russia
intensifies attacks seeking to
ntimidate Ukraine, -

sions of the UCC.

Shah on Sunday said BJPled
NDA governments in 21 states
would introduce the UCC before
2029.

“Triple talaq has been abol-
ished, giving Muslim women
equalrights. We have introduced
the Uniform Civil Code inseveral
states, and I am confident that in
the 21 BJP-NDA-ruled states, we
will introduce the UCC before
2029,” Shah said in Mumbai.

Owaisi also slammed Shah,
sayinghis “misplaced arrogance”
and “chronology” had triggered
the anti-CAA/NRC protests
in 2019. He recalled that Prime
Minister Narendra Modihad sub-
sequently said that there would
benoNRC.

Hisremarkscameaday after
Shah said the NRC would be imple-
mented in Manipurusingthe1951
baselinebeforethe Assembly elec-
tions.

Asked about a timeline for
implementing the NRC nation-
wide, Shah said the government
was discussing the matter with
its allies and political parties in
Manipur.

“We are discussing these
issueswith ouralliesand alsowith
the political parties of Manipur.
Whatever decision is taken, we
will inform you,” he said. Owaisi
alsoquestioned the government’s
handlingof ndia-Chinarelations
following the BRICS summit in
Delhi, asking whether improved
bilateral tiesmeant Indiahad lost
itspatrollingrightsalongtheIndia-
China border. He alleged that
China had provided weapons
to Pakistan during Operation
Sindoor and asked why the
government “fears Trump (US
President Donald Trump) and
China somuch”.

Taking a dig at Shah,
Owaisi said those who could
not stop the alleged theft at
the Ram temple in Ayodhya
were talking about the UCC
and NRC.

not rivals, Modi-Xi agreed:

Foreign

NEW DELHI

China and India should be partners
rather than rivals, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chinese
President Xi Jinping agreed dur-
ing their meeting on the sidelines
of the BRICS summit in New Delhi,
Chidnese Foreign Minister Wang Yi
said.

Describing it as the “most impor-
tant consensus” reached by the two
leaders, Wangsaid they had a candid
and in-depth exchange on the strate-
gic, long-term and directional issues
shaping bilateral ties.

“President Xi said that China
and India can draw on each other’s
strengths, support one another, help
each other succeed and pursue com-
mon development,” Wang said in
comments to Chinese official media
on Sunday.

The two sides agreed to maintain
peace and tranquillity along the bor-
derand tosupporteach otherasthey
take over the rotating chairmanship
of BRICS, he said. China will assume
the BRICS chair for 2027.

The Chinese Foreign Ministry
said the relationship had gradual-
ly moved away from a low point,
progressing from a “restart” to a
“renewed elevation”.

Trade had reached record levels,
while people-to-people exchanges
were also expanding, it said.

Wang said the two countries had
agreed to strengthen political trust,
manage differences appropriately
and ensure that dialogue and cooper-
ation remained the prevailing trend.

According to him, Modi told Xi
that India was ready to be a “part-
ner, notan adversary” to Chinaand
viewed each other’s development
as an opportunity rather than a
challenge.

“India’s approach to its relation-
ship with China is independent of
third-party influence, and it willnot
allow any forces to conduct anti-Chi-
naactivities on its territory,” Wang
quoted PM Modi as saying.

Modi also reaffirmed India’s
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readiness for high-level exchanges,
greater strategic communication
and expanded people-to-people ties
with China, Wang said.

Thetwo leaders agreed to deepen
cooperation in areas including cul-
tural and people-to-people exchang-
esand direct air connectivity. They
also agreed to strengthen coordi-
nation at the United Nations, the

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation

and the G20, and to work together on
issues concerning the Global South.

Wang said Mr. Xi had urged
both sides to use “political wisdom”
based on mutual respect and under-
standing to overcome disruptions
and pursue parallel progress on
bilateral ties and the border issue.

He said the border question
should be viewed in the broader
context of China-India relations,

while the two countries should
continue working towards their
respective development goals and
contribute to regional and global
peace and prosperity.

The Modi-Ximeeting, held dur-
ing Mr. Xi's two-day visit to New
Delhi on September 12-13 for the
18th BRICS Summit, drew con-
siderable international attention,
Wang said.

Donald Trump Jr’s
wedding celebration
was partially funded by
Russian oligarch

PARIS

Russia has in recent weeks inten-
sified attacks against civilian tar-
gets in Ukraine, seeking to drain
Ukrainian morale and intimidate
Kyiv’s European allies at a time when
Moscow believes it has the advantage
in weapons production, analysts say.

Capitalising on the depleted
stocks of Ukrainian air defence mis-
siles, Russia’s own industrial might
and the development of jet-powered
drones, Moscow has bombarded
Ukraine with increasing intensity
since the summer, targeting sites
of no obvious military significance.

In the latest escalation and in a
potential stark message to Europe,
Russian strikes at the weekend close
to the Polish border hit a Warsaw-
bound train near a frontier check-
point, just after another train passed
carrying several European Union offi-
cials and British ex-Prime Minister
Boris Johnson.

With Ukrainian airspace closed,
trains to Poland have been a main
route out of the country, widely used
by Ukrainians but also the numer-
ous Western dignitaries who travel
to Kyiv to show their support for
President Volodymyr Zelensky.

Vyacheslav Chaus, the governor
of Ukraine’s Chernigiv region, said
such strikes on civilian infrastruc-
ture, including petrol stations, water
infrastructure and energy facilities,
are a daily occurrence.

The strikes come as Ukraine’s
harsh winter looms, with temper-
atures often many degrees below
freezing and residents waiting anx-
iously to see if the infrastructure can
survive into 2027.

“We are working every day to
improve our resilience, but the prob-
lem is that for the past two months,
we have been facing an increasing
number of jet-powered drones that

Chaus said.

Russian President Vladimir Putin
listens to Novgorod Region Governor
Alexander Dronov at the Kremlin in
Moscow, Monday, Sept. 14, 2026.

Faced with a static front line,
Russia is attempting to intensify
pressure on the rear -- also with a
keen eye on elections in Europe,
where far-right parties, sometimes
more pro-Moscow, are eyeing gains.

Alexander Gabuev, director of
the Berlin-based Carnegie Russia
Eurasia Center, said Russia believed
the jet-powered drones gave it an edge
after a period when Europeans were
celebrating some Ukrainian success
on the battlefield.

“Russia now has this window of
opportunity because the military
technology in this war evolves in
cycle,” he told AFP.

“The jet drones are a weapon of
choice for now and they're trying to
use that at scale while they have a
window where Ukraine doesn’t have
interceptors that are fast enough to

tion numbers really are favouring
Russia,” he said.

The new Geran drones Russia
is using have “unravelled part of
the interceptor drone architecture
put in place by the Ukrainians”,
said Stephane Audrand, associ-
ate research fellow at the French
Institute for International Relations.

Gabuev added the Russian
strategy puts “a strain on European
resources” and it “gives good ammu-
nition to the populist parties” such as
the Alternative for Germany or the
National Rally (RN) of French pres-
idential candidate Marine Le Pen.

A top ally of Le Pen earlier this
month caused a furore when he
declared the RN would “turn off the
tap” to Ukraine if it came to power.

Europe provides Ukraine with
military aid, intelligence and funding
for weapons production, as well as
joint ventures manufacturing mili-
tary equipment for Kyiv such as the
German-Ukrainian firm Quantum
Frontline Industries, which builds

drones for Ukraine in Bavaria.

“Ukraine’s deep back line is
Europe,” said Audrand.

This has also manifested itself in
intensification of hybrid attacks that
Europeans blame on the Kremlin,
although Russia consistently denies
involvement.

In Germany, authorities accused
Russian intelligence of orchestrating
an attempted attack using an explo-
sive-laden drone against Ukrainian
aircraft at Leipzig airport this sum-
mer.

In early September, the Danish
intelligence services (PET) issued a
public warning that Russian intelli-
gence services were preparing acts
of sabotage targeting Denmark’s
defence industry.

“Denmark is building a defence
industrial and technological base
from scratch through its contacts in
UKkraine,” said Audrand, and conse-
quently, Russia is “thinking about
sabotaging the factories in Denmark.”

The escalation comes some four-
and-a-half years into the conflict
sparked by Russia’s full-scale inva-
sion of its neighbour.

Russia has long sought to push
Ukraine into a position where impa-
tience from the administration of
US President Donald Trump and
European fatigue would force Kyiv
into a settlement favourable for
Moscow.

Trump’s envoys Steve Witkoff
and Jared Kushner met President
Vladimir Putin in Moscow earlier
this month, meeting Zelensky in Kyiv
the day after, but with no sign of any
breakthrough.

“I am sure that in the context of
negotiations, the Russians will try
to leverage those attacks and send
the signal that ‘this thing is getting
out of control. So in order to stop it,
you just need to put pressure on the

Europeans and Kyiv’,” said Gabuev.

NEW YORK .

Donald Trump Jr.’s new wife,

Bettina, is confirming that her
May wedding weekend cele-
bration was partially funded
by a man with close ties to
Russian President Vladimir
Putin.

Inapost on her Instagram
page Monday morning signed
by the couple, Bettina Trump
wrote that the man, Umar
Kremlev, was a “dear friend,”
who “very generously hosted
two incredible nights of cel-
ebrations for us AFTER our
wedding.”

“It was an extraordinarily
generous wedding gift from
a friend, and something for
which we were and remain
incredibly grateful,” it went
on.

ProPublica, a nonprofit
investigative website, report-
ed earlier Monday that the
wedding between Trump Jr.
and socialite Bettina Anderson
in the Bahamas was heav-
ily funded by Kremlev, a
Russian oligarch who heads
the International Boxing
Association. ProPublica
reported that Kremlev “footed
the bill for hundreds of thou-

sands of dollars of wedding
expenses,” including paying
to rent out one of two private
islands where the three-day
party was held and a fireworks
show.

In the post, Bettina Trump
said that she and the presi-
dent’s son were married in a
private ceremony “surround-
ed ONLY by our family,”

“The weekend that fol-
lowed had actually been
planned well in advance as
a fun weekend with friends.
It was never intended to be
our wedding weekend. When
our original wedding plans
changed, we simply decided
to get married before it and
arrived at an already planned
weekend as newlyweds,” it
went on. “It’s unfortunate that
something so personal and
happy can be recast as some-
thing political or sinister sim-
ply because of who someone
is or where they come from.
Friendship doesn’t require a
political motive. Generosity
doesn’t automatically come
with an agenda. And some-
times a wedding gift is simply
a wedding gift.”

That gift comes as Russia
remains at war following its

invasion of Ukraine and as the
president has failed to broker
apromised peace deal between
the nations.

Kremlev was recently
honored with the Order of
Friendship by Putin, accord-
ingto the International Boxing
Association, and accompanied
Putin to China as part of a
Russian delegation, accord-
ing to the Chinese state media
cited by the outlet.

Trump Jr. has previous-
ly been scrutinized over his
Russian ties. During the 2016
campaign, his meeting with
Russian attorney Natalia
Veselnitskaya in Trump
Tower was the subject of
intense scrutiny by federal
and congressional investi-
gators probing whether the
Trump campaign coordinated
with Russia to meddle in the
election.

The meeting had been
billed as an opportunity to
discuss potentially incrimi-
nating information about the
president’s then-Democrat
opponent, Hillary Rodham
Clinton, as part of the Russian
government’s efforts to help
Trump Jr.’s father win the
White House.
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At a Teachers’ Day programme recently, Assam
Education Minister Ranoj Pegu highlighted a dis-
turbing statistic. He said that around 5.5 lakh stu-
dents aged 15-18 who had enrolled in government
schools this year stopped attending after two or
three months. The government has reportedly en-
gaged an NGO to conduct a month-long field study
to identify the reasons for this dropout and suggest
measures to bring the students, particularly girls,
back to school.

The development highlights some of the
continuing challenges before India’s govern-
ment-school system.

The issue has gained wider attention following
the Kokrajhar Janata Party (CJP)’s “Save Gov-
ernment Schools” campaign, which has raised
questions about school infrastructure, teacher
shortages, teaching time and accountability. Its de-
mands have generated a welcome national debate.
How justified are these concerns when examined
against available evidence?

What is the CJP demanding?

The CJP’s campaign broadly focuses on three
areas: restoring safe and functional school infra-
structure; ensuring adequate teachers and teach-
ing time; and making government schools suffi-
ciently reliable for ministers, bureaucrats, teachers
and other influential sections to trust them for their
own children.

The interesting point is that most of these de-
mands are already recognised in the National Ed-
ucation Policy (NEP) 2020. The policy emphasises
equitable and inclusive quality education, foun-
dational literacy and numeracy, safe infrastruc-
ture, adequate and trained teachers, conceptual
learning instead of rote memorisation, support for
disadvantaged children, examination reform and
greater transparency and accountability. Thus, the
central issue is not whether these objectives are de-
sirable—they clearly are—but how effectively they
are being implemented.

The state of government schools

Public perception of government-school infra-
structure is often more negative than the national
picture suggested by official data.

According to UDISE+ 2024-25, India has rough-
ly 10 lakh government schools and about one
crore teachers. Reported availability of facilities
includes functional electricity in 92.3% of schools,
drinking water in 99%, functional toilets in 95.8%,
libraries in 93.4%, computers in 60.2%, internet in
58.6% and smart classrooms in 28.6%. The average
government school has 6.9 teachers and the aver-
age pupil-teacher ratio is 24.1.Yet nearly one lakh
government schools still have only one teacher.
There are also substantial state-wise variations.
Moreover, availability does not necessarily mean
quality. Unsafe buildings, inadequate maintenance
and non-functional facilities remain concerns. Re-
cent Gen Alpha protests and the CJP’s civic audits
have brought some of these deficiencies into public
focus.

Nevertheless, it would be inaccurate to portray
the entire government-school infrastructure as
being in a state of collapse. India has made consid-
erable progress in expanding basic facilities. The
more important challenge now is to ensure quality,
functionality and equitable distribution.

Private schools: choice, quality and inequality

Private education has become a major compo-
nent of Indian schooling. In 202425, around 3.40
lakh recognised unaided private schools catered to
approximately 9.59 crore students.

Broadly, private schools range from low-fee
neighbourhood schools to middle-fee English-me-
dium schools and high-fee premium institutions.
Their facilities and quality vary enormously.

The financial gap is equally striking. Govern-
ment data from the 2017-18 national survey put av-
erage annual expenditure per primary student at
around 1,253 in government institutions, compared
with approximately 14,485 in private unaided insti-
tutions. Actual private-school fees today are consid-
erably higher in many places.

However, private-school outcomes cannot be
viewed entirely as a product of school quality.
Family income, parental education, private tui-
tion, access to books and technology, and the home
learning environment all influence a child’s perfor-
mance.

Private schools therefore offer greater choice
and, in many cases, better facilities, but their expan-
sion can also deepen social and economic inequali-
ty. The objective should not be to eliminate private
education, but to ensure that a family’s ability to
pay does not become the principal determinant of a

child’s education-
al future.
Government
schools have a
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Shaging Carors because they can
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han tively low cost to
¢ unnecessary drama. children from all

sections of society.

The Delhi experience

The Arvind Kejriwal-led Delhi government gave
government-school education considerable prior-
ity. Education expenditure increased from about
6,554 crore in 2014-15 to 16,396 crore in 2024-25. Gov-
ernment figures indicate that 22,711 new classrooms
were constructed between 2015 and 2024, along with
improvements in school buildings, laboratories,
libraries, smart classrooms, sports facilities and
furniture.Perhaps more significant was the change
in public perception. Government schools increas-
ingly came to be regarded as credible alternatives
to private schools.Board results provided some ev-

comprehension, writing, mathematics and subject
knowledge should be assessed, with targeted inter-
vention in weaker schools.Fifth, schoollevel ac-
countability must improve. Head teachers should
have sufficient administrative authority, while
teacher attendance, teaching time and student prog-
ress should be monitored.

Sixth, technology and libraries should be ex-
panded, but technology should complement rather
than replace teachers.

Finally, parents and local communities must
have a meaningful role in school oversight. School
Management Committees should be strengthened,
and public expenditure should be assessed not

Government School Education:
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that parents voluntarily choose them.

The Delhi experience demonstrates that this is
not entirely unrealistic.

The recent Gen Alpha and CJP campaigns are
relevant because they seek to move the debate be-
yond political rhetoric and bring the actual condi-
tion of schools under public scrutiny. Their audits
and campaigns may sometimes create confronta-
tion, but they also raise an important question: are
governments delivering what official policies prom-
ise?

The objective should not be to discredit gov-
ernment schools or glorify private education. Nor
should education become merely another arena for
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idence of this improvement. In 2025, the Class XII
passrate in Delhi government schools was reported
at 90.5%), compared with 87.9% in private unaided
schools. In 2024, the government-school pass rate
was 96.99% .However, the transformation was not
complete. Teacher shortages, differences in quality
between schools and double-shift schooling in some
institutions remained concerns.

More importantly, board examination results
cannot adequately measure foundational learn-
ing.The Delhi experience should therefore be rec-
ognised as a significant strengthening of govern-
ment education and public confidence, but claims
that the entire system became “world-class” would
be excessive.

Does more spending mean better education?

Public investment is essential, but higher expen-
diture does not automatically translate into propor-
tionately better learning outcomes.

In 2026-27, Delhi allocated 21.1% of its total ex-
penditure to education, while Assam allocated
17.5%. Both were above the average of 14.5% for In-
dian states in 2025-26. Kerala allocated 13.6%, Uttar
Pradesh 12.8% and Tamil Nadu 12.2%.

Yet learning outcomes do not follow the same
ranking.

Teacher-pupil ratios tell a similar story. In
2024-25, at the primary level, the ratio was approxi-
mately 19 students per teacher in Assam, 20 in Tam-
il Nadu and Uttar Pradesh, 22 in Kerala, but 29 in
Delhi. At the upper-primary level, the figures were
around 13 in Assam, 18 in Tamil Nadu, 18 in Kerala,
22 in Uttar Pradesh and 28 in Delhi.

Clearly, the amount allocated to education is
important, but money alone does not determine ed-
ucational quality.

The ultimate test islearning. Accordingto ASER
2024, among rural government-school students, the
proportion of Class V children able to read a Class
II-level text was about 58% in Kerala, 50.5% in Uttar
Pradesh, 37% in Tamil Nadu and 32.5% in Assam,
compared with 44.8% nationally.

For Class VIII government-school students, the
corresponding figures were approximately 82% in
Kerala, 67% in Uttar Pradesh, 62% in Tamil Nadu
and 61% in Assam.

Uttar Pradesh is particularly interesting: be-
tween 2022 and 2024, the reading ability of Class V
government-school students improved substantial-
ly despite its education expenditure being a smaller
share of the budget than that of Delhi or Assam.

The lesson is clear: investment creates the foun-
dation for improvement, but the effectiveness of
that investment determines whether it reaches the
child in the classroom.

The way forward

Government education needs a coordinated re-
form strategy rather than simply larger budgets.

First, teacher shortages must be addressed. Va-
cancies should be filled promptly, subject-specific
teachers appointed where required, and regular
professional development provided.

Second, foundational learning must become the
priority. Every child should acquire adequate read-
ing, writing and basic numeracy skills by Class III,
with additional support for those falling behind.

Third, infrastructure must be made safe and
functional. Every school should have adequate
classrooms, electricity, drinking water, functional
toilets, libraries, playgrounds, disability-friendly
facilities and essential teaching materials.Fourth,
learning outcomes must be measured regularly.
Pass percentages alone are inadequate. Reading

merely by the amount spent but by its impact on
learning.

Beyond political rhetoric

The CJP has demanded that ministers and se-
nior officials demonstrate their faith in government
schools by enrolling their own children in them.
Similar demands have sometimes been made re-
garding government-school teachers.

This is certainly debatable and may even be
viewed as political symbolism. Yet the uncomfort-
able truth behind the demand cannot simply be
dismissed.

The legitimate public expectation is simpler:
government schools should become good enough

political confrontation.

The real challenge is to build a public edu-
cation system that parents trust, teachers are
proud to work in, children want to attend, and
society can rely upon.

The growing debate should therefore be seen
as an opportunity. Governments must now move
beyond enrolment figures, infrastructure statis-
tics and examination results and focus on the one
measure that ultimately matters: whether every
child is actually learning.

(The views expressed are personal.

The author is an advocate practising in the
Gauhati High Court.)
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Fresher, job seekers can register
with KRC Placements.Send
resume to -
Heforsuccess@gmail.com

To source candidates, organisation
can contact KRC Placements at
info@krcfoundation.org

For Details Visit:
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register at https://
northeastintegrationrally.
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neintegrationrally@gmail.
com
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he most reasonable cost in InfoCom
Diary. Send your details to InfoCom
lutions at: infocom.krc@gmail.com
ubmit Here: https://bit.ly
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Students can apply for a three-
months internship with KRC
Foundation. During the internship
the student can g]et an opportu-
nity to work on alive project. On
successful completion the stu-
dent is awarded a certificate.
Apply to 5E for Success:
eforsuccess@gmail.com
For Details Visit:

https://bit.ly/krcstudentinternship
r

0
www.krcfoundation.org/prod-

ucts-services/training-develop-
ment-5e-for-success/internship
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Participate in NE India Writing Star
Contest and get your writings published.
Eligibility: From Class VI onwards. Each
participants receives a digital panicipaj
ion certificates. Send articles at: info
krcfoundation.org
For Details Visit:
https://bit.ly/NEIndiaWritingStarContest
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ne-india-writing-star-contest
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