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Assam Expands Nijut Moina
Scheme to Include Nursing

Students from Next Year
GUWAHATI

The Assam government will extend the Nijut Moina
scheme to students pursuing BSc Nursing and Gen-
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BJP Women MPs Seek Ethics Panel Probe into
Congress MP Bimol Akoijam over JNU Allegations

NEW DELHI

BJP women MPs on Thursday
urged Lok Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la to refer allegations against Con-
gress MP Bimol Akoijam, linked to
a sexual harassment complaint in-
volving Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity (JNU), to Parliament’s Ethics
Committee for examination.

The MPs met the Speaker and
submitted a memorandum seeking
a probe into the matter. They said
the findings of an internal commit-
tee warranted scrutiny at the parlia-
mentary level.

BJP MP Daggubati Pu-
randeswari said the internal com-
mittee had reportedly held Akoijam
responsible in the matter. On that
basis, the delegation requested the
Speaker to refer the issue to the Eth-
ics Committee.

“We have submitted a memo-
randum. The internal committee
has found Congress MP Bimol re-
sponsible, and we have requested
the Speaker to refer the matter to
the Ethics Committee for examina-
tion,” Purandeswari said.

The BJP MPs also sought con-
sideration of whether the internal
committee’s findings could have
any bearing on Akoijam’s position
as a Member of Parliament. They
argued that the seriousness of the

allegations and the committee’s
reported findings merited parlia-
mentary scrutiny.

According to Purandeswari,
the Speaker assured the delega-
tion that he would examine the

memorandum and consider the
legal aspects. He would also look
into the possibility of referring
the matter to the Ethics Commit-
tee if he considered it necessary,
she said.

The BJP also questioned the
Congress leadership’s response
to the allegations. Purandeswari
accused senior Congress leaders
of remaining silent and called
on Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra to make their posi-
tions clear publicly.

The issue has triggered a po-
litical exchange between the BJP
and Congress, with attention
now focused on the Speaker’s de-
cision.

However, the submission of a
memorandum does not automat-
ically initiate an Ethics Com-
mittee inquiry. Any referral and
subsequent action will depend
on the Speaker’s consideration
of the matter and the applicable
parliamentary procedures.

Details of the internal com-
mittee’s findings and the precise
nature of the allegations were not
fully available in the information
provided. The claims and report-
ed findings therefore require
verification against the relevant
documents and responses from
the parties concerned.

Manipur: Severed Head of
Naga Man Recovered Five
Days after Deadly Attack

Cachar Police
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Seize Yaba Tablets
Worth Rs 57.5
Crore, Arrest Two in

Hailakandi Juvenile

Board Orders Adult Trial
for 17-Year-0ld Accused

in Rape-Murder Case

HAILAKANDI

The Juvenile Justice Board (JJB)
in Assam’s Hailakandi district has
directed that a 17-year-old accused

eral Nursing and Midwifery (GNM) courses from
next year, Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
announced on Thursday.The announcement was
made at an event at the Jyoti-Bishnu Auditorium
in Guwahati during the distribution of the first
instalment of financial assistance under the Ni-

major point of concern for Naga organi-
sations, which had pressed the authori-
ties to locate and recover them.
Following the recovery, the remains
were taken to the mortuary of the
Jawaharlal Nehru Institute of Medical

Cachar Police have seized 2.3 lakh Yaba
tablets estimated to be worth Rs 57.5 crore
in the black market and arrested two
men after intercepting a truck bearing
a Nagaland registration number in the

Police initially detained five
people in connection with the case.
During the investigation, one of
them was identified as being below

jut Moina and Nijut Babu schemes.The proposed
expansion will bring students enrolled in profes-
sional nursing courses within the scope of the Ni-
jut Moina scheme, which seeks to encourage girls
to pursue higher education and reduce financial
barriers to continuing their studies.However,
the government has not yet disclosed the detailed

Sciences (JNIMS) in Imphal.

stipulated period.

On October 12, Naga organisations
had given the administration a 48-
hour deadline to recover the missing
remains, warning of further action if
their demand was not met within the

Udharbond area of Assam.

Cachar Superintendent of Police
Partha Protim Das said on Thursday
that the seizure was made during anaka
operation along the Udharbond bypass in
the Panch Mile area, under Udharbond

eligibility criteria, amount of assistance or appli-
cation procedure for the newly included nursing

students.

President Droupadi Murmu paid floral tributes to Dr.

APJ Abdul Kalam, former President of India on his birth
anniversary at Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh.
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Press Council of India: Norms of

Journalistic Conduct

CONDUCT &

Responsible journalism begins with
distinguishing facts from conjecture,
speculation, and opinion. As outlined

exercise editorial responsibility, and
ensure that satire and commentary do
not cross the line into defamation.
Verify before you publish.
Contextualise before you comment.
0Uphold the truth in every report.

IMPHAL

Security personnel recovered the sev-
ered head of Naga man Ajinbou Ring-
kamai near the site of an attack in Ma-
nipur’s Kangpokpi district, five days
after the incident that allegedly killed
four Naga men.

The remains were recovered on
Wednesday during a joint search op-
eration by the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) and Manipur Police, ac-
cording to official sources. The attack,
which took place on October 10, has

Four Naga men were allegedly
killed in the attack at Makui village.
Ringkamai was among those Killed,
and his head had reportedly been taken
away after the incident.

The missing remains had become a

The Joint Tribes Council (JTC-Ma-
nipur) had also withheld the post-mor-
tem examinations of two deceased
Naga men, Divambou Ringkangmai,
48, and Ajinbou Ringkamai, 52, in pro-
test against the Kkillings and the failure
to recover the missing head. Their
bodies had been brought to the JNIMS
mortuary on October 12.

The JTC also demanded the arrest
of three individuals, naming Thangboi
Kipgen, David Hangs??? and Dr Sailen
Haokip in its statement. The allega-
tions against the named individuals
have not been independently verified.

The organisation further alleged
that those responsible for the attack
were operating with impunity under
the Suspension of Operations (SoO)
agreement. It accused the Centre and
the state government of failing to take
action against the alleged perpetrators.

The recovery is being viewed as a
significant development in the investi-
gation. However, details regarding the

post-mortem process have not yet been
made available.

Naga organisations continue to
demand swift action against those al-
legedly involved in the killings, putting
the focus on the authorities’ next steps.

police station. The operation followed
intelligence gathering over the past two
to three months.

Describing the recovery as a major
breakthrough, Das said it was the high-
est-value drug seizure made by Cachar
Police in recent times.

“For Assam Police in Cachar district,
this is the highest recovery against sei-
zure of drugs in terms of black market
value,” the SP said.

The two arrested men are from
Firozabad in Uttar Pradesh and Gwalior
in Madhya Pradesh, respectively, Das
said.

According to the SP, a search con-
ducted in accordance with procedures
prescribed under the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Actled
to the recovery of the tablets from a con-
cealed compartment inside the truck.

Police are investigating where the
consignment originated, where it was
headed and who was allegedly involved
in the interstate trafficking network.
Investigators are also examining the

the operation.

The operation followed sustained
intelligence gathering and was aimed
at intercepting the consignment before
it could reach its intended destination,
police said.

in the alleged rape and murder of a
16-year-old girl be tried as an adult.
Police said the board took the
decision after considering a pre-
liminary assessment, psychologi-
cal report, medical records and a
report submitted by the investigat-
ing officer.Hailakandi Police said
on Tuesday that the board’s princi-
pal magistrate had examined sev-
eral aspects of the case, including
the accused’s age, the nature of the
alleged offence and his capacity to
understand its consequences.The
girl’s body was recovered from her
home in the Aloichora area under
Katlicherra police station on the
night of August 1. Hailakandi Su-
perintendent of Police Amitabh
Sinha said the accused was 17
years and five months old at the
time of the incident. He was de-
tained in the first week of August.
The case was registered under
several provisions of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), including
Section 65(1), relating to rape in-
volving a girl under 16, and Section
103(1), relating to murder. Section 6
of the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act,
which deals with aggravated pen-

The incident triggered protests
in several parts of the Barak Val-
ley, with some residents blocking
National Highway 6 and demand-
ing stringent punishment for those
accused.

18 years of age. The investigating
team subsequently approached the
board seeking permission for the
juvenile to face trial as an adult.

A special investigation team
(SIT) was formed to investigate
the case. According to the Super-
intendent of Police, a detailed
chargesheet against the five ac-
cused was filed in September after
investigators examined forensic
and medical evidence, witness
statements, digital records and ma-
terials seized from the crime scene.

Under the Juvenile Justice
(Care and Protection of Children)
Act, 2015, a preliminary assess-
ment may be conducted when a
child aged between 16 and 18 is ac-
cused of a heinous offence.

The assessment considers the
child’s physical and mental capac-
ity to commit the alleged offence,
the ability to understand its conse-
quences and the circumstances in
which the offence is alleged to have
occurred.Based on the assessment,
the board decides whether the case
is suitable for transfer to a court
for trial under the adult justice sys-
tem. The board’s decision does not
establish guilt, and the case must

NORMS OF gmmﬁgﬁi%g{ poms been blamed on suspected armed Kuki  identification of those responsible, pos- = financial trail to establish where the etrative sexual assault, was also  continue through the applicable
JOURNALISTIC, journalists must uphold accuracy, individuals. sible arrests and the next steps in the ' tablets were procured and whofinanced invoked. legal process.Senior advocate Gau-

tam Ghosh welcomed the board’s
decision, saying the details of the
incident reported in the media and
reflected in police statements were
serious. He said he supported the
decision in that context.

Tripura to Recruit 126 More
Assistant Professors for
Degree Colleges: Manik Saha

AGARTALA

Tripura Chief Minister Manik Saha
has announced that the state gov-
ernment will recruit another 126 as-
sistant professors for degree colleges

BJP rally in Silchar draws over 25,000,

targets Congress over “divisive politics’

Kaushik Rai, Sushmita Dev and other leaders attack
Congress at ‘Jan Jagaran Samavesh’

2024-25. The Finance Department
has allocated Rs 1 crore annually for
the scheme, which was launched in
2025, he said.Highlighting women’s
empowerment, the Chief Minister

aspart ofefforts tostrengthen higher ~ said the government was focusing

education. on expanding opportunities for girls

SILCHAR that people across the country contin-  The announcement was made atan  in higher education while helping
ued to support Modi’s leadership. event held at the Matangini Audito-  them become financially indepen-

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) BJP MLA Rajdeep Goala also tar- riumofWomen’sCollegein Agartala  dent. He also referred to the provi-

sion for 33% reservation for women
in government jobs.Saha said var-
ious initiatives were being imple-
mented through self-help groups to
improve women’s livelihoods and
economic conditions. He added that
empowering women socially and
financially could have a wider pos-
itive impact on society.According
to the Chief Minister, the proposed
recruitment of additional assistant
professors would help address staff-
ing requirements in the state’s high-
er education sector. Schemes such
as scooter distribution, meanwhile,
are intended to help meritorious stu-
dents continue their education.
However, the government has
not yet announced a detailed re-
cruitment schedule or the selec-
tion process for the 126 proposed
posts.

organised a ‘Jan Jagaran Samavesh’
in Silchar on Wednesday, drawing
more than 25,000 supporters for a
rally centred on national unity, with
party leaders launching a sharp at-
tack on the Congress over what they
described as its divisive politics.

The programme in Assam’s
Cachar district was attended by state
minister Kaushik Rai, Rajya Sabha
MPs Kanad Purkayastha and Sush-
mita Dev, Lok Sabha MP Parimal
Suklabaidya, MLAs Rajdeep Goala
and Rajdeep Roy, Amiyo Kanti Das
and other party leaders and function-
aries.

A rally was also taken out through
the streets of Silchar as the BJP used
the gathering to mobilise supporters
and reiterate its backing for Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sar-

geted the Congress, alleging that Ra-
hul Gandhi’s reported treatment of a
senior party colleague reflected his
attitude towards others.

Rajya Sabha MP Sushmita Dev
challenged the Congress’s claims of
widespread public support, citing
the turnout at the Silchar rally as an
indication of backing for Modi and
Sarma.

Dev also referred to the BJP’s re-
cent rally in Nagaon, pointing to the
participation of supporters there as
evidence of the party’s public sup-
port.

The ‘Jan Jagaran Samavesh’
formed part of the BJP’s political out-
reach in Assam, with leaders using
the platform to criticise the Congress
and reinforce the party’s message on
national unity and its leadership in
the state and at the Centre.

The programme was jointly organ-
ised by the departments of Higher
Education and Youth Affairs and
Sports. During the event, appoint-
ment letters were handed over to 74
assistant professors, most of whom
were women. Appointment letters
were also issued to 10 youth organ-
isers responsible for implementing
youth development programmes
at the grassroots level. The Chief
Minister also distributed scooters to
30 meritorious girl students under
the Mukhyamantri Kanya Atman-
irbhar Yojana. The initiative aims
to encourage girls to pursue higher
education and ease commuting dif-
ficulties that may otherwise disrupt
their studies.

Saha said 152 students benefit-
ed from the scheme in the 202324
academic year and another 122 in

Rahul Gandhi, accusing the opposi-
tion party of pursuing divisive and
anti-national politics. He asserted

ma.
Addressing the gathering, Kau-
shik Rai criticised Congress leader
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INDIA'S
REBUKETO
THE OIC

ndia’s response to the Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) at the United Nations Gene-
ral Assembly’s Sixth Committee was measured
in tone but firm in substance. Delivering India’s
national statement on measures to eliminate
international terrorism, Lok Sabha MP Biplab
Kumar Deb rejected the organisation’s remarks
on Jammu and Kashmir and India’s actions against ter-
rorist infrastructure in Pakistan. His central charge-that
the OIC continues to confuse the victim with the perpe-
trator-strikes at the heart of a persistent contradiction in
international diplomacy: the tendency to invoke global
norms selectively while overlooking the conduct of those
one chooses to defend.

The OIC’s repeated interventions on Kashmir are
hardly surprising. What is troubling, however, is its ap-
parent unwillingness to acknowledge the wider context
of cross-border terrorism and the obligations that inter-
national peace and security impose on every state. An
organisation that claims to speak for the interests of the
Muslim world cannot afford to let geopolitical loyalties
overshadow the universal imperative to combat terro-
rism.

The bloc’s reliance on old United Nations resolutions
on Kashmir illustrates this problem. Such resolutions
emerged from a different historical and political context,
and their implementation was tied to conditions that
were never fulfilled. Repeating them without addressing
those circumstances does little to advance a meaningful
discussion. Instead, it reduces a complex dispute to a fa-
miliar diplomatic ritual, largely serving political consti-
tuencies rather than contributing to a durable resolution.

There is an equally important question of consisten-
cy. International efforts to combat terrorism cannot be
separated from the networks that finance, shelter and
sustain extremist organisations. Pakistan’s record in
this regard has drawn sustained international scrutiny.
Its prolonged presence on the Financial Action Task For-
ce’s grey list, before its removal in 2022, reflected serious
concerns over deficiencies in combating money launde-
ring and terrorist financing. The discovery and killing of
Osama bin Laden in Abbottabad in 2011 also raised endu-
ring questions about the presence of one of the world’s
most wanted terrorists on Pakistani soil.

These facts do not mean that every allegation against
Pakistan should be accepted without scrutiny. They do,
however, make it incumbent upon any organisation de-
fending Islamabad’s position to confront the evidence
and address legitimate concerns about terrorism. Diplo-
macy loses credibility when it demands accountability
from one side while treating the conduct of the other as
beyond question.

The OIC’s approach is particularly difficult to justify
when its interventions appear to be driven by religious
solidarity rather than a consistent assessment of facts.
Terrorism has no religion, nationality or civilisational
boundary. Its victims include Muslims in large numbers,
and communities across South Asia have suffered from
violence perpetrated in the name of competing ideologi-
cal and political causes. To defend a state’s position me-
rely because it claims to represent a particular religious
constituency is neither principled nor productive. It
risks confusing solidarity with impunity.

That is why India’s rebuttal must be understood as
more than a bilateral exchange with Pakistan. It is also
an argument about the credibility of multilateral insti-
tutions. International organisations cannot effectively
confront terrorism if political considerations determine
whose actions are condemned and whose are excused. A
consistent standard must apply to all states, irrespective
of their strategic partnerships, religious affiliations or
regional influence.

On Jammu and Kashmir, India has maintained that
the Union Territory is an integral part of the country.
New Delhi also regards Pakistan-occupied Jammu and
Kashmir as territory under Pakistan’s illegal occupati-
on. The OIC’s interventions do not alter India’s position,
nor do repeated declarations from Islamabad settle the
larger questions of peace, security and the rights of peop-
le living in the region.

Deb’s reference to Rawalakot was a pointed remin-
der that concerns about rights and political freedoms
cannot be confined to one side of the Line of Control. If
the OIC wishes to establish itself as a credible voice on
Kashmir, it should be prepared to examine conditions in
Pakistan-administered areas with the same seriousness
it brings to its criticism of India. Selective concern for
human rights is not a substitute for a universal commit-
ment to them.

At the same time, India must recognise that a strong
diplomatic position is most effective when it is suppor-
ted by credible evidence, consistent principles and an
openness to scrutiny. Its right to protect citizens from
cross-border terrorism is undeniable. But the legitima-
cy of any particular security operation must be assessed
on its facts, its objectives and its compliance with appli-
cable law. A firm response to terrorism does not require
abandoning the standards by which all states should be
judged.India’s actions against terrorist infrastructure, as
described by New Delhi, have been presented as targeted
responses to threats emanating from across the border.
The broader principle is clear: no state can be expected
to remain passive in the face of repeated attacks on its
people. Yet deterrence must go hand in hand with ac-
countability, and military capability must be matched
by diplomatic clarity. Restraint should not be mistaken
for weakness, just as strength should not be treated as an
exemption from scrutiny.

The OIC, for its part, would do well to reconsider
whether its repeated endorsement of Pakistan’s position
is advancing peace or deepening mistrust. An organi-
sation representing a diverse range of countries has a
responsibility to rise above the narrow interests of indi-
vidual members. It should encourage dialogue, condemn
terrorism consistently and insist that every government
fulfil its international obligations. Anything less risks re-
ducing a potentially influential multilateral platform to
an instrument of political messaging.

The most hateful torment for men is to have
knowledge of everything but power over

nothing.”

~ Herodotus

I'SNEXT CHAPTER:
BUILDING RESILIENCE
WITH MDR

RAKESH MAGOTRA

At a tea stall in Jammu, a customer
finishes a cup of chai, scans a QR code
and is on the way in no time. Another
one in a busy Mumbai market, makes
the same small gesture at a crowd-
ed Amul counter while picking up
a pack of Amul Dahi. In Leh, where
distances between settlements can
be considerable, a digital payment
can make a routine purchase simpler
without a search for exact change.
Different settings, one shared expec-
tation: the payment should be quick,
dependable and easy.

That expectation captures both the
achievement and the challenge of In-
dia’s Unified Payments Interface. UPI
has brought digital payments into
everyday life, across crowded city
markets and smaller communities.
Its growth is often measured in trans-
action volumes, but its real impact is
felt in ordinary moments: a customer
paying a shopkeeper, a family mem-
ber sending money home, or a small
business receiving payment without
needing to handle cash.

Behind the simplicity of a scan
and a confirmation lies a network of
banks, payment service providers
and technology systems. They must
work together to process transac-
tions, protect users and keep services
available. As the volume of digital
payments grows, so does the need
to invest in capacity, cybersecurity,
fraud prevention and customer sup-
port. The conversation around the
Merchant Discount Rate, or MDR, be-
longs in this wider context.

A new MDR framework is sched-
uled to take effect on 15 October
2026(Though discussions suggests
a deferment to January 2027). It has
raised a question among customers
and merchants: will using UPI now
cost more? Under the framework,
customers will not pay an additional
UPI fee. Person-to-person transfers
remain free and merchants are not
authorized to pass MDR on to cus-
tomers. The amount displayed for a
product or service should remain the
amount the customer pays, regard-
less of the payment method.

MDR is a processing charge as-
sociated with specified merchant
transactions. Under the framework,
person-to-merchant payments up to
Rs 2,000 will continue to carry zero
MDR. Eligible transactions above
that threshold will attract a stan-
dard rate of 0.4%, with a ceiling of Rs
300 for transactions of Rs 75,000 and
above.

Some categories have a different
rate. Payments above Rs 2,000 for rail-
ways, telecom services, insurance,
fuel and specified public utilities,
such as electricity and water, carry
a flat Rs 5 charge per transaction.
Certain payments relating to mutual
funds, securities, stockbrokers and
dealers attract a rate of 0.02%, capped
at Rs 300.

These distinctions matter in a re-
gion as varied as Jammu, Kashmir
and Ladakh. A family making a per-
sonal transfer, a customer buying
everyday essentials and a business
receiving a higher-value payment
are not all in the same position. The
framework is designed to distinguish
between them. According to the
available data, about 96% of commer-
cial transactions are expected to re-
main outside the MDR’s scope, based
on their current value-wise composi-
tion.

MDR is not a tax collected by the
Government. It is intended to circu-
late within the payments ecosystem
to support the infrastructure and
services that enable digital transac-
tions. This is a question of long-term
sustainability: a system used at im-
mense scale needs continued invest-
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ment if it is to remain reliable, secure
and available.

That need can be understood
through the geography of J&K and
Ladakh. Markets, villages and ser-
vice centres are spread across very
different terrain. Digital payments
help bridge some of those distances,
but the technology behind them must
work consistently wherever the cus-
tomer and merchant happen to be.
The same geography also makes trust
especially important. A payment that
fails at a busy counter creates incon-
venience anywhere. When a mer-
chant or customer has fewer nearby
alternatives, a failed transaction or
an unclear dispute process can cre-
ate greater uncertainty. Reliability,
clear confirmation messages and
accessible support are therefore not
secondary features. They are part of
the service itself.

Small merchants are central to
this story. A neighbourhood shop,
a local artisan or a small service
provider may receive many modest
payments over the course of a day.
A charge applied indiscriminately to
every transaction could discourage
acceptance and weaken the habit of
digital payment that UPI has helped
establish.

The proposed framework provides
a separate Person-to-Person-Mer-

ue functioning.

For a small merchant in a market
in Jammu or Srinagar, or a shop
serving residents in a Ladakh town,
continuity matters. The familiar
QR code should remain usable; the
customer should not be asked to pay
an extra amount and the merchant
should understand whether the
business falls within the protected
category. Clear communication by
banks and payment providers will
be essential to avoid confusion.

Banks, too, have a continuing re-
sponsibility. UPI is not only a pay-
ment channel; it is a point of contact
between banks, customers and busi-
nesses. Secure onboarding, prompt
resolution of complaints, safeguards
against fraud and reliable trans-
action processing all contribute to
confidence in digital payments. If
an MDR framework is intended to
support stronger infrastructure, its
success should ultimately be visi-
ble in better service: fewer failed
transactions, more effective fraud
controls and dependable assistance
when something goes wrong.

A customer scanning a QR code in
Jammu, a merchant in the Kashmir
Valley checking a payment alert, or
a traveller paying for a service in
Ladakh may never see the systems

tections for customers and small
merchants, seeks to support the
system’s long-term capacity while
keeping routine payments free. Its
promise depends on careful imple-
mentation and transparent commu-
nication.

Across J&K and Ladakh, the ter-
rain changes from plains and foot-
hills to valleys and high mountains.
The value of a dependable payment
system does not. If the QR code con-
tinues to work, if small merchants
remain protected and customers
pay no more than the displayed
price, digital payments can keep
serving the region’s varied commu-
nities. At the same time, sustained
investment can help make the net-

DIGITAL WAR OF WORDS

Official Spokesperson’s response to
media queries regarding an attempted
git::s shooting incident in the United

es
In response to media queries regarding
an attempted mass shooting incident in
the United States, Official Spokesperson
Shri Randhir Jaiswal said:

We are deeply concerned by reports
of an alleged plot to carry out a mass
shooting targeting a Hindu temple in
the_Aurora area of lllinois. The reported
anti-Hindu and racist nature of the
a!le‘ged plot, including references to_
violence against, peog-e of Indian origin,
is particularly disturbing. .
We have taken note of the action taken
by US law enforcement authorities,
including the arrest and detention of the
f,l-lspect and the charges brought against
im.

This incident adds to growing concerns
over racist hostility and anti-India hate
in the US. There is a need for greater
vigilance, zero tolerance for hate- |
motivated violence, and decisive action
to ensure the safety and security of the
Indian community. |

We expect US authorities_to thoroughly
investigate the matter, bring those
responsible to justice, and take all
necessary measures to prevent such
incidents.

New Delhi
October 15, 2026
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s to the matter,
responsible to justice, and take all necessary
prevent suc h inCidents. o

chant category for eligible small ven-
dors. Merchants receiving up to ?1
lakh a month through UPI QR codes
directly into designated personal
bank accounts continue to receive
zero MDR. The eligibility is based
on the monthly collection thresh-
old and account category and that
GST registration is not required for
this purpose. Existing QR codes and
sound boxes are expected to contin-
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UPI's next chapter:
Building resilience with MDR

operating behind the screen. They
should not have to. Their concern is
simple: did the payment go through,
was the amount correct, and can
they trust the next transaction to
work?

UPI’s next chapter will be judged
by how well it answers those every-
day questions. A calibrated MDR
framework, limited to specified
transactions and paired with pro-
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work more secure and resilient.
That is the balance UPI must carry
into its future: the ease of a simple
payment, supported by infrastruc-
ture strong enough to reach across
adiverse and demanding geography
and MDR must be viewed from the
lens of resilience of UPI infrastruc-
ture only.

The author is Group Compliance
Officer in JK Bank )
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Meghalaya coal row: Conrad Sangma pushes reinvestment
of mining revenue as 13 lakh tonnes go missing

SHILLONG

Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad K
Sangma on Wednesday called for rein-
vesting mining revenue in sustainable
livelihoods, community infrastructure
and alternative economic activities,
amid scrutiny over a reported shortfall
of more than 13 lakh tonnes of coal from
depots across the state.

The remarks came days after a
committee appointed by the Megha-
laya High Court sought a detailed in-
quiry into the discrepancy involving
13,02,456.184 metric tonnes of coal and
called for accountability to be fixed.

The committee, headed by retired
Justice B P Katakey, found a signifi-
cant difference between the 32,56,715
tonnes of coal recorded as available and
the 19,54,258.816 tonnes found during
physical verification by district deputy
commissioners. It also noted that the
Supreme Court had held the state gov-
ernment to be the receiver and custodi-

an of the coal.

Addressing a programme marking
10 years of the District Mineral Foun-
dation (DMF) at the State Convention
Centre in Shillong, Sangma said mining
remained a key pillar of Meghalaya’s
economy, but the revenue it generated
needed to support communities beyond
the life of mining activities.

“Mining is a very important part
of our economy. But it is important for
the state to be able to reinvest the rev-
enue and the money we get from it, in
the form of things like DMF and other
activities,” he said.

7181 crore mobilised through DMF

Sangma said the DMF had mobilised
?181 crore in Meghalaya over the past
decade, with 923 projects sanctioned
and 542 completed.

The projects have supported class-
rooms, healthcare facilities, drinking
water schemes, footbridges connecting
remote villages and environmental

restoration initiatives, including water
conservation structures and tree planta-
tion in quarry areas.

The chief minister stressed the need
to direct more funds towards livelihood
generation and income-earning infra-
structure, particularly in mining-affect-
ed communities.

Citing examples of alternative
economic activities, he referred to an
eco-tourism park and a value-added bee
products unit at Nengmandalgre, silk-
worm rearing and a weaving centre in
Ri Bhoi, and a district emporium pro-
moting locally made products.

Such initiatives, he said, could gen-
erate employment, encourage entre-
preneurship and reduce communities’
dependence on mining.

He also highlighted the potential
of food processing, tourism and value
addition, arguing that processing agri-
cultural produce locally could improve
returns for farmers and create sustain-

able businesses.

CM asks districts to improve fund
utilisation

Referring to the Meghalayan Age Pa-
vilion, inaugurated in Shillong on Tues-
day, Sangma said the facility showcased
products made by local entrepreneurs,
including weavers, fruit wine produc-
ers and ice cream makers.

“Every single shop out there that
has been opened is an entrepreneur of
Meghalaya. Every single product that
is being sold there is a product that is
made in Meghalaya by our people,” he
said.

The chief minister urged deputy
commissioners to identify innovative
ways to use DMF funds, prioritising
projects that create jobs and generate
sustainable income. He said the state
government, its departments and the
Chief Minister’s Secretariat would sup-
port districts through coordinated fund-
ing and convergence of resources.

He also directed districts where
DMF's had not been constituted or were
not functioning despite mining activity
to take steps to make them operational.

District administrations were asked
to ensure timely completion of sanc-
tioned projects and effective utilisation
of available funds.

Government explores options for
small miners

On the wider mining sector, Sang-
ma said the industry continued to
support thousands of families and
remained an important source of em-
ployment in Meghalaya.

He said the government was pursu-
ing a gradual transition towards safer,
scientific and environmentally respon-
sible mining, taking into account the
state’s geological conditions and com-
munity land ownership system.

Discussions with the Centre, in-
cluding the Union Coal Minister, had
produced positive developments to-

wards reconsidering minimum area
requirements for mining, potentially
enabling smaller operators to partici-
pate in scientific mining, he said.

The government was also examin-
ing ways to address regulatory chal-
lenges faced by small-scale miners
extracting stone, boulders, sand and
other minerals, while balancing en-
vironmental safeguards with employ-
ment generation and local economic
interests.

The reported coal shortfall, mean-
while, has brought renewed attention
to the management of mineral re-
sources and the state’s responsibility
for coal under its custody. The High
Court-appointed committee’s call for
a detailed inquiry puts the focus on
establishing how the discrepancy oc-
curred and fixing responsibility, even
as the government emphasises the
need to channel mining revenue into
long-term development.

Minister Jayanta

Mallabaruah calls

for SIR every five
years, says no

and officials, distributes scooties
to 152 meritorious girls

Tripura appoints 1,536 teachers  Agsam Minister Pijush Hazarika seeks stronger
AAU partnership to boost farm productivity

foreigner should
remain on voter list

GUWAHATI
The minister also targets Rahul
Gandhi and Congress over the EVM
debate, while claiming growing sup-
port for the BJP at a Nalbari rally
Assam minister Jayanta
Mallabaruah has called for a Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls every five years, arguing that
regular scrutiny is essential toensure
that no foreign national’s name
remains on the state’s voter list.
“Everyone wantsan SIR in Assam.
Not a single foreigner’s name should
remain on Assam’s voter list,”
Mallabaruah said, amid an ongoing
political debate over voter verifica-
tion, citizenship and illegal immigra-
tion.Referring to Assam’s six-year
anti-foreigners’ agitation, which ran
from 1979 to 1985, the minister said
the state had particular reasons to
ensureregular checks of its electoral
rolls. The agitation was driven largely
by demands to identify alleged illegal
immigrants and remove ineligible
names from voter lists.Illegal immi-
gration has remained a politically
sensitive issue in Assam for decades,
with questions surrounding citizen-
ship and voter eligibility frequently
featuring in electoral campaigns and
political debates. The minister also
criticised Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi and the Opposition over alle-
gations concerning electronic voting
machines (EVMs) and demands to
return to ballot paper voting.
Accusing Congress of questioning
the electoral process after election
defeats, Mallabaruah said the party
blamed EVMs or raised other objec-
tions instead of accepting the results.
“Congress never stands with the
public, which is why they keeplosing.
And after losing, they blame EVMs,
sometimes ballot papers, or make
other excuses,” he said. The remarks
come amid continuing political dis-
agreements over the credibility of
EVMs, with Opposition parties rais-
ing concerns about the voting system
and the conduct of elections. Speaking
about the Jan Jagaran Samdal rally
in Nalbari, Mallabaruah claimed
that young people and women were
increasingly backing the BJP-led gov-
ernments at the Centre and in Assam.

AGARTALA

The Tripura government handed
over appointment letters to 1,536
candidates across the education
and youth affairs sectors, while
distributing scooties to 152 mer-
itorious girl students under the
Mukhyamantri Kanya Atmanirb-
har Yojana.Chief Minister Manik
Saha handed over the appointment
letters at a programme held at the
International Fair Grounds in Hap-
ania, Agartala, marking a major re-
cruitment exercise across several
government departments.

Of the total appointments, 1,452
were for graduate teachers, includ-
ing 766 teachers for Classes 6 to
8 and 686 for Classes 9 and 10. An-
other 74 candidates were appointed
as assistant professors under the
Higher Education Department,
while 10 received appointment let-
ters as youth organisers under the
Youth Affairs and Sports Depart-
ment.

The distribution of appoint-
ment letters brought relief and

excitement to the newly appoint-
ed candidates and their families,
many of whom had been waiting
for an opportunity to enter govern-
ment service.The programme also
highlighted the state government’s
efforts to promote girls’ education
and self-reliance. The chief minis-
ter handed over scooty keys and
helmets to 152 meritorious girl
students under the Mukhyamantri
Kanya Atmanirbhar Yojana.The
scheme aims to encourage aca-
demic achievement among girls
and make it easier for them to
travel to educational institutions,
supporting their pursuit of higher
education.Speaking to media after
the programme, Saha outlined the
state government’s plans and prior-
ities for the education sector.

Therecruitment drive is intend-
ed to strengthen teaching capacity
in schools and higher education
institutions, while appointments
in the youth affairs sector are ex-
pected to support programmes for
young people.

JORHAT

Assam Agriculture and Irriga-
tion Minister Pijush Hazarika on
Wednesday held discussions with
Assam Agricultural University
(AAU) Vice-Chancellor Dipjyoti
Rajkhowa and the university’s
deans in Jorhat, stressing the need
for closer coordination between
agricultural researchers and the
state government to improve farm
productivity and farmers’ income.

The meeting was held at the
university’s guest house in the
presence of Jorhat MP Kamakhya
Prasad Tasa, according to an offi-
cial statement issued by the Depart-
ment of Information and Public Re-
lations (DIPR).

During the discussions, univer-
sity authorities briefed Hazarika
on ongoing academic programmes,
research activities and various ini-
tiatives undertaken by the institu-
tion.

The minister outlined the Agri-
culture Department’s priorities for
strengthening farmers’ capacity,

improving agricultural output and
expanding the overall potential of
Assam’s agricultural sector.
Emphasising the importance of
scientific research in transforming
farming practices, Hazarika urged
AAU to extend its research exper-
tise, technical assistance and sci-

Assam, Arunachal Pradesh target
December roadmap to settle border dispute

GUWAHATI

Assam and Arunachal Pradesh have
agreed to accelerate efforts to resolve
theirlong-standing boundary dispute,
with thetwostatestargetingaroadmap
by December 2026 for villages where
differences remain unresolved.

The decision was taken at the sec-
ondregional committeemeetingonthe
boundary dispute involving Arunachal
Pradesh’s Papum Pare district and
Assam’s Biswanath and Lakhimpur
districts.

Arunachal Pradesh Urban Affairs
Minister BaloRajaand Assam Revenue
Minister Keshab Mahanta led their
respective delegations at the meeting.
Doimukh MLA Nabam Vivek, Papum
Pare Deputy Commissioner Mamu
Hage, Assam Education Minister Ranoj
Pegu and MP Ranjit Dutta were also
present.

During the meeting, deputy com-
missionersfrom the concerned districts
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presented updates on progressmade ~ where complex disagreements contin-
since the first meetingon January 9,  ueto prevent a consensus.

2023, including thefindings of joint field Thetwostate governments agreed
inspections. to maintain the status quo in accord-
Officials said the disputed villages ~ ance withmutually agreed cut-offdates
had been divided into three catego-  and preventfresh encroachmentsand
ries to facilitate a phased resolution.  tree felling in disputed areas.
Category I comprises nine villages, Theyalsoagreed toinitiate thenec-
Category II includes 22 villages with  essaryproceduresfor withdrawingfirst
relatively minor localised disputes,  information reports (FIRs) registered

while Category III covers two villages

against officials from either state in

connection with the dispute.

Akeydecision wastoinstall bound-
ary pillars immediately in the nine
Category I villages. Disputes involv-
ing the 22 Category II villages will
be addressed through the respective
district administrations.The district
administrationshavealsobeendirected
to engage the Survey of India to begin
formal boundary demarcation within
two months, officials said.For the two
Category III villages where differenc-
espersist, aroadmap will be prepared
after consultations with local legisla-
tors, district officials and residents.
Thenext regional committee meeting
is scheduled for late December 2026.

The Assam-Arunachal bounda-
ry dispute dates back to 1951, when
more than 3,600 square kilometres of
plain areas were transferred from
the North-East Frontier Agency to
Assam following the recommen-
dations of the Gopinath Bordoloi
committee.

Arunachal’s 11,200-MW Siang project divides opinion
as residents weigh jobs against land, environment risks

ITANAGAR
Arunachal Pradesh’s proposed 11,200-MW
Siang Upper Multipurpose Project (SUMP)
has triggered a debate over development,
environmental protection and community
rights, with some residents hopeful of bet-
ter connectivity and employment even as
protests continue over land and the proj-
ect’s potential impact.

For communities along the Siang River,
where difficult terrain and poor connectiv-
ity have long restricted access to develop-
ment, the project has raised expectations
of improved infrastructure and public
services. But concerns remain over land
requirements, livelihoods, the environ-
ment and the preservation of local cultural
identity.

“People are naturally worried when
they hear about a project of this scale. But
we also have to think about what opportu-
nities it could bring. The youth need jobs,
better connectivity and more opportuni-
ties to stay and build their lives here,” said
Oyin, a young resident of Boleng town.

She said the Siang River had shaped the
lives, culture and landscape of communi-
ties along its banks for generations.

The project is currently at the Pre-Feasi-
bility Report (PFR) stage, which is intended
to assess its technical viability. The state
government has maintained that the ongo-
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We learn how to laugh before
we learn how to talk.

ing assessment does not amount to a final
decision to construct the project.

Protesters, however, have demanded an
immediate halt to survey work and other
activities related to the pre-feasibility ex-
ercise. They have also called for the with-
drawal of security personnel deployed in
areas likely to be affected.

The state government has argued
that the project could promote economic
growth, generate employment for local
youth and strengthen water and energy
security for Arunachal Pradesh and the
country.

M Tame, a resident of Parong village in
Siang district, said development and the
preservation of local identity should not be
seen as mutually exclusive.

“We should not assume that develop-

ment means losing everything. If there is
proper planning and local people are in-
cluded, development can also mean better
schools, healthcare, roads, communication
and opportunities for our children,” he
said.

Several residents in potentially affected
areas have sought greater clarity onland re-
quirements, rehabilitation, livelihood secu-
rity, environmental consequences and the
long-term implications for their communi-
ties.Siang Deputy Commissioner Tayi Tag-
gu has described the project as a potential
boon for people in the Siang belt and urged
them to support government-backed initia-
tives.At a review meeting in Yingkiong last
month, State Panchayati Raj and Rural De-
velopment Minister Ojing Tasing, who also
heads the Empowered High-Level Commit-

tee on SUMP, called for sustained public
engagement, transparency and systematic
documentation of feedback from local com-
munities.

Environmental activist Bhanu Tatak
said local consent was crucial even at the
pre-feasibility stage.

She alleged that the deployment of para-
military personnel, registration of FIRs
and legal proceedings against protesters
had deepened mistrust between residents
and the state government.

“Itis hard to trust the state government
now due to its lack of sensibility,” Tatak
said.

For many in the region, the debate
extends beyond whether hydropower de-
velopment is desirable. They want assur-
ances that decisions affecting their land,
livelihoods and future will be taken trans-
parently and with meaningful community
participation.

Aluk, who identified herself by her first
name, said the issue should not turn resi-
dents into opposing camps of development
supporters and critics.

“We want our children to have a future
here. If a project can contribute to that
future, people will want to understand it.
The important thing is that development
should happen with people, not simply
around them,” she said.

As the pre-feasibility exercise contin-
ues, the proposed Siang project remains
at the centre of a broader debate over
infrastructure-led growth, environmen-
tal risks and the rights of communities
living along one of Arunachal Pradesh’s
major river systems.

entific guidance to the Agriculture
Department.

He stressed that research
findings must be translated into
practical, farmer-centric solutions
capable of addressing field-level
challenges and helping cultivators
improve both productivity and in-

come.

The minister also highlighted
the university’s role in bridging
the gap between agricultural re-
search and its implementation on
the ground. Stronger coordination
between AAU and the Agriculture
Department, he said, would help
disseminate modern agricultural
technologies, improved farming
techniques and sustainable prac-
tices among farmers.

The discussions underscored
the importance of institutional col-
laboration in unlocking Assam’s
agricultural potential. Closer co-
operation between the university
and the department is expected to
strengthen agricultural extension
services, encourage innovation
and improve farmers’ access to sci-
entific knowledge.

The initiative comes amid the
broader push to make agricultural
research more accessible to culti-
vators and ensure that scientific
advances translate into tangible
benefits for farming communities
across Assam.

Tripura University sets up
Indian Knowledge Systems
comer ahead of national-
level examination

AGARTALA

Tripura  University  has
opened an Indian Knowledge
Systems (IKS) Corner at its
Central Library to promote
awareness of India’s tradi-
tional knowledge heritage and
support students preparing
for a national-level examina-
tion on the subject.

Vice-Chancellor Professor
Debabrata Das inaugurated
the facility on October 12.
The initiative was organised
by the university’s Central
Library in collaboration with
Vidya Bharati Uchha Shiksha
Sansthan, Tripura.

The dedicated corner will
provide students and research
scholars with access to study
materials on India’s tradi-
tional knowledge systems,
while encouraging academic
engagement with their rele-
vance to contemporary edu-
cation, research and learning.

University officials said
the facility would serve as a
resource centre for exploring
India’s intellectual heritage
and examining its potential
applications in modern aca-
demic settings.

Support for national-level
examination

The IKS Corner will also of-
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fer preparatory materials for
the Bharat BoudhIKS 2.0 Na-
tional Level Examination on
Indian Knowledge Systems,
scheduled for November 21,
2026.

The examination will be
conducted across colleges and
universities in the country.
Access to study materials at
the Central Library is expect-
ed to help aspirants familiar-
ise themselves with the sub-
ject and prepare for the test.

Tripura University Fi-
nance Officer Debashish Pal
and Central Library Librar-
ian Dr Champeswar Mishra
attended the inauguration,
along with faculty members,
university staff, students, re-
search scholars and other dig-
nitaries.

Through the initiative, the
university aims to expand
awareness of India’s tradition-
al knowledge traditions and
create more opportunities for
students and researchers to
study the subject.

The collaboration with
Vidya Bharati Uchha Shiksha
Sansthan is expected to fur-
ther the university’s efforts
to integrate the study of Indi-
an knowledge systems into
academic engagement and
research.
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Rubio to visit India amid
trade talks, tensions over
Russian oil and US tarifls

NEW DELHI

US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio will begin a five-day
visit to India and Uzbekistan
on Saturday, with energy
cooperation, trade negotia-
tions and bilateral ties like-
ly to feature prominently in
discussions amid persistent
differences over tariffs and
India’s purchases of Russian
oil. Rubio will visit Mumbai
and Jamnagar in India before
travelling to Samarkand in
Uzbekistan. In Mumbai, he
will meet External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar for dis-
cussions on bilateral relations
and areas of cooperation.

The visit comes as New
Delhi and Washington seek
to advance trade negotiations
despite strains over US tar-
iff policies, President Donald
Trump’s repeated claims of
having brokered an India-
Pakistan ceasefire and a US
military attack on a vessel off
Oman that killed three Indian
seafarers.

India has also expressed
concern over US legislation
that could allow tariffs of
up to 100% on imports from
countries purchasing Russian

House Democrats plan first 100-
days agenda it they sweep to power

oil and gas, as Washington
seeks to increase pressure
on Moscow over its war in
Ukraine.

Jaishankar said on
Wednesday that India-US
trade negotiations were
moving towards a resolu-
tion, even as Washington’s
changing economic policies
compel countries to reassess
their engagement with the
United States.

“The United States
has repositioned itself,”
Jaishankar said, adding that
countries needed to “recal-
culate and reset” their rela-
tionships with Washington.
Rubio’s visit follows his
four-day trip to India in
May, when he met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Jaishankar to discuss trade,
energy, defence, maritime
security and regional devel-
opments. During his May 24
meeting with Jaishankar,
Rubio expressed confidence
that the two countries could
reach a durable trade agree-
ment.

India has called for an
early conclusion to an inter-
im trade agreement as a step
towards a broader bilateral

pact first envisaged during
Modi’s February 2025 visit to
Washington.

Energy cooperation is
expected to be an important
part of the engagement, par-
ticularly as the two countries
navigate differences over
Russian oil purchases and
sanctions.

India has been reducing
itsreliance on Russian crude
amid the threat of punitive US
tariffs, with Russia’s share of
Indian crude imports falling
to about 35% in September
from as high as 56% in July,
according to commodities
tracking platform Kpler.

The proposed US meas-
ures have raised concerns in
New Delhi over the potential
impact on energy security,
trade and Indian exports.
Rubio’s meetings will provide
an opportunity for both sides
to sustain diplomatic engage-
ment while seeking progress
on trade and energy issues.

The broader chal-
lenge will be to reconcile
Washington’s evolving trade
and sanctions policies with
India’s priorities of economic
growth, energy security and
strategic autonomy.

Doval raised safety of Indian
seafarers, tankers with Iran;
attacks on civilian infrastructure
‘unacceptable’ MEA

NEW DELHI

The safety and security of Indian
seafarers and tankers were raised
during a phone conversation between
National Security Advisor Ajit Doval
and his Iranian counterpart Mohsen
Rezaei on October 12, the Ministry of
External Affairs said on Wednesday,
amid concerns over attacks on mer-
chant vessels in the Strait of Hormuz
and the Gulf of Oman.

The two sides also discussed bilat-
eral issues, the regional situation and
international developments, MEA
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said
at his weekly media briefing.

Asked whether India had raised
attacks on Indian-flagged vessels in
the Strait of Hormuz during the con-

n US midterm elections

WASHINGTON

can support.

At the same time, Jeffries has tasked

versation, Jaiswal said the safety and
security of Indian seafarers and tank-
ers were discussed.

India has expressed concern over
repeated attacks on merchant ships
in the Gulf of Oman and the Strait of
Hormuz, as well as attacks on civilian
infrastructure in the Gulf.

New Delhi has called such attacks
“completely unacceptable” and urged
that they cease immediately.

On the proposed India-US bilateral
trade agreement, Jaiswal said both
sides remained engaged in negotia-
tions to reach a mutually beneficial
deal.

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar had addressed the issue at
the Bloomberg New Economy Forum,
he added.

India and the US are working
to resolve differences over the pro-
posed agreement, with negotiations
approaching a “landing point”,
Jaishankar said on Tuesday. He also
noted that the core fundamentals of
the bilateral strategic partnership
remained unchanged.

Asked whether the H-1B visa
issue and recent remarks by the US
vice-president would figure in US
Secretary of State Marco Rubio’s
upcoming visit to India, Jaiswal
said several bilateral issues would
be discussed.

Rubio is scheduled to visit India
next week to strengthen energy
cooperation, according to the US
Department of State.

On the proposed visit of Prime

Minister Narendra Modi to Canada
and the status of a bilateral trade
agreement, Jaiswal said the fifth round
of negotiations for a Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) had been held in Ottawa about
aweek ago. Both countries remained
committed to a mutually beneficial
agreement, he said.

Modi and Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney spoke over the phone on
Tuesday and agreed to build on the
positive momentum in bilateral ties.
Canadian Foreign Minister Anita
Anand, who is on a working visit to
India, also met Modi on Wednesday
to discuss cooperation in trade, tech-
nology and energy.

On concerns raised by the
Bangladesh Hindu Buddhist Christian
Unity Council over recent communal
incidents, Jaiswal said India expect-
ed the Bangladeshi government to
address the issues.

Referring to the first BIMSTEC
Home Ministers’ Meeting held in
New Delhi on Tuesday, Jaiswal said
all member countries participated and
adopted the Delhi Declaration, com-
mitting to strengthen cooperation in
counter-terrorism, counter-narcotics
measures and anti-money laundering
efforts.

India expects the inaugural dia-
logue to strengthen security cooper-
ation among BIMSTEC members, he
added.

Responding to remarks by the
Office of the UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights (OHCHR) in Geneva
on the detention of thousands of pro-
testers in Delhi, Jaiswal termed them
“unwarranted” and “unacceptable”,
saying they amounted to interference
in India’s internal affairs.

He accused the organisation of
“extreme selectivity” and said such
an approach could undermine faith
in multilateralism and its own cred-
ibility.

Nobel winner Navi
Pillay blasts “‘unlawful’
Trump ICC sanctions

International Commission of
Inquiry (COI), which found last
year that genocide was occur-
ring in Gaza.

Netanyahu called her a
“bigot” while Israel’s foreign
ministry said Nazi propagan-
dist Joseph Goebbels must be
“applauding from hell” at her
award.

“I think it’s very hurtful
and insulting,” said Pillay.

“Goebbels had blood on
his hands....responsible for

US House Democrats are preparing an
ambitious 100-days agenda focused on
delivering their campaign promises —
makinglife more affordable and conduct-
ing vast oversight of the Trump admin-
istration — if the party seizes majority
control in next month’s elections.

Democratic leader Hakeem Jeffries,
who is in line to become House speaker if
the party wins power, said the Democrats
will be united “right out of the gate” on
reinstating Affordable Care Act tax
breaks, reversing Republican Medicaid
cuts, holding votes against the Iran war
and undoing President Donald Trump’s
tariff regime.

They expect to launch the agenda in
thefirst 100 hours, once the new Congress
is seated in January.

“Fighting for an affordable America
—that’swhat unites Democrats all across
the country,” Jeffries said recently at
the party campaign headquarters in
Washington.

“That’s our commitment to the
American people, because the cost of
living is way too high and far too many
people who are working hard, playing
by the rules, can’t thrive and can barely
survive — and are drowning — in the
Trump economy.”

It’s a hyper-focused agenda tapping
into the voter sentiment that is driv-
ing much of the midterm election as
Americans wrestle with affordability
concerns and inflationary costs from
the Iran war and other policies.

Theundertaking will also test the abil-
ity of the sprawling House Democrats
to work together and avoid the chaotic
divisions and disruptions that have hob-
bled Republicans under Speaker Mike
Johnson’s leadership.

Democrats have been out of power in
the House since 2023. If Jeffries takes the
helm, he would be the first Democratic
speaker since Nancy Pelosi, leadinganew
generation of lawmakers that includes
a handful of left candidates who are

aligned with the Democratic Socialists
of America.

“The antidote to that is getting things
done,” said Illinois Rep. Nikki Budzinski,
who is poised to become chair of the New
Democrat Coalition, the largest caucus
within the House Democrats.

She said the party is determined
to show the American people that
“Democrats know how to govern.”

Rep. Greg Casar, D-Texas, the chair-
man of the Congressional Progressive
Caucus, said he is often asked if
Democrats will be confronting their own
version of the Freedom Caucus, referring
to the far-right Republicans who often
grind the House agenda to a halt.

“Ttdoesn’t work that way,” Casar told
The Associated Press in an interview.
“The Freedom Caucus breaks things.
But if you're a progressive, you want to
pass things.”

Leader Jeffries, Casar and other
Democrats have been in touch with the
progressive candidates, many of whom
arebacked by the DSA as the party focus-
es on shared priorities.

“This notion that because we’ll have
new members somehow we're goingtobe
disjointed—not so,” said Louisiana Rep.

Troy Carter, who hopes to become chair
of the Congressional Black Caucus. “All
those banking on that, save the popcorn
for another day.”

The Republicans, who are confront-
ingan increasingly difficult election-year
climate to hold onto their majority, por-
tray Democrats as beholden to a far-left
socialist agenda. If Republicans retain
power, Johnson has said they would press
on with what they have already accom-
plished alongside Trump, which hasbeen
an agenda focused on cutting taxes and
federal spending. “What we would do
in the next two years is exactly what
we have been doing already,” Johnson
said on CNBC’s Squawk Box, “and that
is putting the conditions in place for a
strong America again.” Months ago,
Jeffries launched five working groups
totackle the affordability agenda focused
on healthcare, housing, groceries and
goods, gas and utilities, and care-giving.
Each group is headed by a progressive
anda centrist Democrat—the healthcare
working group, for example, is run by
Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of New
York and Rep. Terri Sewell of Alabama—
with the goal of striking common ground
ondraft policies that all House Democrats

the ranking Democrats on the House
Oversight and Judiciary committees
with preparing investigations. They
are focused on Trump, his family and
hisadministration, as part of a sweeping
anti-corruption agenda. Impeachment,
Jeffries has said, is neither on nor off
the table.

“Weneed to lower the cost of grocer-
iesand gas. Two, we need to make health-
careaffordableforevery single American.
Three, we’re going to hold the crooks
accountable who've visited unprecedent-
ed corruption on the American people,”
Jeffries said. “Beginning on day one.”

Democrats plan to vote quickly to
reinstate the health care tax credits for
the Affordable Care Act, which expired in
2025, leaving millions of Americans con-
fronting higher health insurance costs.

Proposals are also ready to reverse
the Medicaid cuts that Republicans put in
place as part of their “One Big Beautiful
Bill” of tax breaks and program cuts,
including new work requirements for
recipients. There are measures toreverse
Trump’s tariffs as Congress works to claw
back power from the White House.

And Democrats, who have forced
multiple votes on ending the Iran conflict,
plan to pressure the Trump administra-
tion toend the military action by pushing
forward more war powers resolutions.

Much of the House Democrats’ agen-
da, if they regain power, would depend
on the size of the majority. Details also
depend on the Senate, and whether it flips
to Democrats.

“We cannot simply go back to the
status quo,” said Usamah Andrabi, a
spokesman for Justice Democrats, an
outside group that supports the left
progressives.

And Trump, at the White House,
has ultimate say, with veto power at
the stroke of a pen. “We’re going to do
a lot and we’re going to be very busy,”
Carter said. “We will not be able to fix

everything overnight.”

THE HAGUE

Nobel Peace Prize winner
Navi Pillay hit out at Donald
Trump’s “illegal” sanctions
against the International
Criminal Court, saying the
US president needed a lesson
in international law.

In an interview with AFP,
Pillay also said it was no coin-
cidence the US sanctions on the
ICC were announced just hours
after her Nobel, as a “reaction
to the fact that the award was
not given to President Trump.”

Asked what her message
was for Trump, the 85-year-old
judge told AFP: “Call in your
legal advisors to explain to you
what international law is.”

“He should call in his advi-
sors to tell him why we say
that it is unlawful for him to
interfere with an independent
international court.”

On Friday, the US
announced sanctions against
the ICC aimed at crippling the
day-to-day operations of the
court, which tries individuals
for war crimes, crimes against
humanity, and genocide.

Trump’s administration
has vowed to dismantle the
court “brick-by-brick”, furi-
ous that judges have issued

an arrest warrant for Israel’s
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu for alleged crimes
in Gaza.

Pillay noted that previous
US administrations had wel-
comed an ICC arrest warrant
against Russian President
Vladimir Putin, saying, “that’s
selective, that’s double stand-
ards, and that’s wrong.”

The sanctions, which will
hit the court’s technology and
banking operations, take effect
in six months and Dutch Prime
Minister Rob Jetten has urged
talks with Washington during
that time to discuss reforms to
the court, based in The Hague.

But Pillay said the idea
of reforms to the ICC was
“euphemistic”, adding that
what Trump wanted was “an
undertaking that they won’t
pursue investigations of US
citizens.”

“You can’t do that, because
you can’t have double stand-
ards. You can’t selectively pur-
sue onelot of people and not the
other,” Pillay told .

“It will be such a bad, dan-
gerous precedent.”

Pillay also hit back at
Israeli officials who reacted
with outrage to her Nobel, after
she headed the UN Independent

the death of thousands of peo-
ple. Not only Jews, but people
of colour like me,” she added.

She acknowledged there
was little political appetite to
arrest Netanyahu to face the
ICC accusations, which he furi-
ously denies.

“But all my life I've seen
people get around difficulties,
so I’'m confident that it will
happen,” she said, asked if
Netanyahu was ever likely to
appear in the ICC dock.

Pillay said she was still
digesting the news that she
had won. She found it difficult
to believe at first “because they
give their awards to very few
women -- gross inequality in
the practice so far.”

At 85, she frets she will be
unable to travel far and wide to
sing the praises of international
justice with the amplified voice
of a Nobel Peace Prize winner.

“I think that age will con-
strain me somewhat. I can’t
be as active as I used to,” she
said, noting that she visited 79
countries when she was UN
High Commissionerfor Human
Rights.

She said she was consulting
people about how best to spend
the 12 million Swedish krone
prize ($1.2 million) but hinted
some of it might be invested in
her native South Africa.

“Africa is suffering. South
Africa is suffering. It’s very
difficult to raise funds there,”
she said.

“The University of
KwaZulu-Natal has set up a
unit in my name, so I'll begin
tohave discussions with them.
I believe in education for chil-
dren and the you
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Manipur CM Inaugurates ESeva Kendra

CM calls upon Manipur’s youth to embrace Al and Emerging Technologies;
appreciates BHASHINI initiative to bridge Linguistic barriers

BISWADEEP GUPTA

hief Minister of
Manipur Yumnam
Khemchand Singh
on Tuesday inaugu-
_rated the eSeva Ken-
dra, Manipur, at the Manipur
Information Technology Park,
Mantripukhri, Imphal and

attended the One-Day BHASHI-

NI Manipur Rajyam Workshop
or%amsed by the Department
of Information Technology,
Government of Manipur.

The Chief Minister said
Artificial Intelligence (Al) is
increasingly enabling commu-
nication across languages spo-
ken worldwide and called on
the younger generation to take
a greater role in embracing
and advancing the technology.
He expressed confidence that
Manipur’s youth would keep
pace with these developments
and move forward without
being left behind.

A }ﬁ‘ematm the efforts of
the BHASHINI in overcomln%
language barriers through Al-
based l.an%}[l.ag_e technologies,
the Chief Minister said the ini-

tiative would facilitate commu-

nication among people speak-
ing different languages across
the country. He also said that
the initiative will bring to-
gether the 33 linguistic com-
munities of Manipur through
their respective languages and
develop mechanisms for seam-
less communication among
them. .

Stating that Manipur has
earned recognition across the
world in various fields such
as arts, culture and sports,
Yumnam Khemchand Singh
expressed confidence that the
State’s youth would also take
a leading role in the field of
Information Technolo%r. He
assured that the State Gov
ernment would extend all
possible support to encourage
and empower young people to
participate more actively in
the sector.

The Chief Minister highlight-

ed the importance of making
digital services accessible to
citizens in their own languag-
es, particularly those living
in remote areas. He expressed
hope that the application of
ATl and language technologies
would improve access to pub-
lic information and services
and create new opﬁortum-
ties in education, healthcare
and citizen-service delivery.
The Chief Minister also in-
augurated the eSeva Kendra,
Manipur, aimed at bringing
government services closer
to the people. The centre will
rovide assisted access to
igital Igovernment services,
with a focus on clear guidance
and support for citizens who
require assistance in navi-
gating digital platforms and
administrative procedures.
Emphasising the need to make
technology meaningful in peo-
ple’s lives, he called upon de-
partments and institutions to
explore practical a;iph.catlons
of emerging technologies and
develop locally relevant solu-
tions that address the needs of
the people.

During the programme, the
Government of Manipur and
Microsoft exchanged a Mem-
orandum of Understanding
(MoU) to strengthen collabora-
tion in areas including Artifi-
cial Intelligence, digital gover-
nance, emerging technologies,

capacity
buxl)ld-
ing and
KRC digital
- - skilling.
The Chief
Humans have more Minister
empathy for dogs than they | oxpressed
do for other humans.

hope that the partnership
would translate into practical
outcomes that empower the
youth, strengthen institutions
and improve public services.

The programme also fea-
tured the presentation of
training and placement certif-
icates to selected candidates
under the HCLTech TechBee
Programme.

The State Government pro-
vides sponsorship of 50,000
per student under the ini-
tiative.Of the 116 students
trained so far under the pro-
gramme, 57 have completed
their training and joined
HCLTech as full-time employ-
ees while continuing their
graduation. _

The Chief Minister inter-
acted with candidates who
had completed their training
and secured employment
glacements in different

tates, encouraging them to
make the most of the oppor-
tunities available in the IT
sector.The programme also
included recognition of win-
ners of the Hackathon Cham-
R/}Qn_shlp, with the Chief

inister handing over prizes
to the winners. He subse-
quently inspected various
stalls showcasing technology,
innovation and startup ini-
tiatives, and interacted with
participants.

The programme was attend-
ed by Somorjit Salam, IAS,
Secretary, Information Tech-
nology; Amitabh Nag, Chief
Executive Officer, Digital
India BHASHINI Division;
Keshri Kumar Asthana thef
Technology Officer, Public
Sector, Microsoft; Thirum-
urugan Subbaraj, Associate
Vice President, HCLTech,;
representatives of MeitY and
NeGD; officials of the State
Government; participants;
and other dignitaries.
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PLACEMENT

Fresher, job seekers can register
with KRC Placements.Send
resume to -
Heforsuccess@gmail.com

To source candidates, organisation
can contact KRC Placements at
info@krcfoundation.org

For Details Visit:
https://bit.ly/krcplacements
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We are looking for
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Diary. Send your details to InfoCom
lutions at: infocom.krc@gmail.com
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STUDENTS’
INTERNSHIP

Students can ap|I)‘Iy for a three-
months interns u;' with KRC
Foundation. During the internship
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nity to work on a live project. On
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Apply to 5E for Success:
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Participate in NE India Writing Star
Contest and get your writings published.
Eligibility: From Class VI onwards. Each
participants receives a digital paﬂicipa@-J
ion certificates. Send articles at: info
krcfoundation.org
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https://bit.ly/NEIndiaWritingStarContest
krcfoundation.org/campaigns-csr,
ne-india-writing-star-contest
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"I can shake off everything as I write;
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DIGITAL PARTICIPATION CERTIFICATE
THE SELECTED ARTICLE WILL BE PUBLISHED ON
WWW.KRCTIMES.COM
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INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT OF NER (ROADS, RAILS,
AVIATION, HYDROPOWER & SECURITY)
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my sorrows disappear, my courage is
reborn."

~ Anne Frank

Open to Students from Class VI to Senior Citizens, divided into 5 categories+topics

Each entry will receive a digital participation certificate
There is NO fee for participation

The selected entry will be published on www.krctimes.com
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