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PERSPECTIVE

Be careful when you follow
the Masses. Sometimes the
‘M’ is silent.

IMPHAL

The Election Commission of India
(ECI) has directed the immediate
transfer of election-related admin-
istrative and police officials in five
states, including Manipur, ahead of
the 2027 Assembly elections.

The directive, issued on October
27, covers Goa, Manipur, Punjab, Ut-
tar Pradesh and Uttarakhand. The
current term of the Manipur Legis-
lative Assembly is scheduled to end
on March 13, 2027.

According to the communication
sent to the Chief Electoral Officers
of the five states, the transfers are
intended to prevent officials from
remaining in positions that could
compromise the neutrality of the
electoral process and to help ensure
free and fair elections.

The order applies to officials post-
ed in their home districts and those

who have served in the same district
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years. In Manipur, the requirement
also covers officers who will com-
plete three years in a district on or
before March 31, 2027.

The transfer directive covers sev-
eral key administrative positions,
including District Election Officers,
Returning Officers, Electoral Reg-
istration Officers, Assistant Mag-
istrates, Tehsildars and Municipal
Commissioners.

Police personnel are also cov-
ered, including senior officers such
as Additional Directors General
and Inspectors General at the range
level, State Armed Police Comman-
dants, District Superintendents of
Police and sub-divisional police of-
ficials.

The Commission said such trans-
fers form part of its established pro-
cedures in states approaching elec-
tions. The measures are intended
to maintain a level playing field for
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EC Orders Transfer of Poll-Related Officials
in Five States Ahead of 2027 Elections

Manipur among states covered by directive aimed at ensuring free and fair polls; transfers
apply to officers posted in home districts or servmg in the same district for three years

political parties and candidates.

The directive comes as prepara-
tions for the 2027 Manipur Assembly
elections continue. A delegation led
by senior deputy election commis-
sioners recently visited the state to
review electoral preparedness.

The transfer exercise is also tak-
ing place alongside the annual Spe-
cial Summary Revision of electoral
rolls across all five states. The final
electoral rolls are scheduled to be
published on January 4.

The Commission’s preparations
follow electoral-roll revision exer-
cises in several states, including a
separate Special Intensive Revision
process in certain jurisdictions.

With the Manipur Assembly’s
tenure due to end in March 2027, the
transfer order and voter-list revi-
sion are among the administrative
steps being undertaken ahead of the
next round of Assembly elections.

Assam Police and animal
welfare groups foil illegal

meat trade
SUSHANTA ROY

DIPHU :In a major joint operation, the Assam Police,
acting in close coordination with volunteers from
four prominent animal protection organizations
foiled an illegal meat smuggling attempt today from
Bokolia Ghat area of Karbi Anglong around 10.00

am today.

The animal protection organizations involved in
this operation were Just Be Friendly, Humane
World for Animals India, UCI Foundation, and
Anaajoree. The volunteers intercepted a suspicious
vehicle and busted an illegal animal smuggling and

meat trade racket in the district.

During the interception, authorities rescued 26
dogs who were found cruelly crammed into jute
sacks with their mouths tightly bound, pointing to a

severe violation of animal welfare regulations.

The rescued animals have since been safely
transferred to local rescue partners for emergency
veterinary evaluation, medical care, and rehabili-
tation.Expressing deep concern over the cruelty in-
volved, a senior police official stated: “The prompt
cooperation between local law enforcement and
animal rights volunteers has saved these helpless
animals from a grim fate.We have initiated a thor-
ough investigation to identify the network behind
this illegal transportation, and strict legal action
will be taken against anyone found guilty under the
relevant animal protection laws.”Representatives
from the participating animal welfare groups also
lauded the swift response of the police, emphasizing
the urgent need for continuous vigilance against il-
legal animal trafficking rings operating across tran-

sit routes in the region.
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Meghalaya Politics: Three Former

UDP MLAs Join NPP, Regional
Party Reduced to One Legislator

SHILLONG

Meghalaya’s political landscape has wit-
nessed a major realignment, with three
former United Democratic Party (UDP)
legislators joining the ruling National
People’s Party (NPP), further strengthen-
ing the party led by Chief Minister Con-
rad K Sangma.

Sangma, who is also the NPP’s nation-
al president, formally welcomed former
UDP MLASs Paul Lyngdoh and Renikton
L Tongkhar at an induction ceremony
held at the party’s state office in Shillong
on Wednesday. The third legislator, Nujo-
rki Sungoh, who represents Mookaiaw,
could not attend the programme due to
ill health.

NPP state president Prestone Tyn-
song and national vice-president Sniaw-
bhalang Dhar were among the senior
leaders present at the ceremony. Support-
ers of the three legislators also formally
joined the party.

Welcoming the new entrants, Sang-
ma expressed confidence that they would
uphold the party’s principles and con-
tribute to Meghalaya’s development and
prosperity.

In a post on X, the chief minister wel-
comed Lyngdoh, the MLA from West
Shillong; Tongkhar, the representative
from Mawkyrwat; and Sungoh, the leg-

islator ﬁ“om Mookalaw

" as the growing NPP fami-
ly.

The induction follows
the formal recognition
| by Meghalaya Assembly
Speaker Thomas A Sang-
“|ma on October 23 of the
3‘.‘, merger of the three UDP

1 1111| legislators with the NPP
:+11 | under Paragraph 4 of the
Tenth Schedule of the
Constitution.

Earlier, on October 16, the Speaker
had recognised the merger of eight UDP
legislators with the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP).

The successive defections have drasti-
cally weakened the UDP’s presence in the
60-member Meghalaya Assembly. From
an original strength of 12 MLLAs, the party
has now been reduced to just one legisla-
tor, with its president, Metbah Lyngdoh,
remaining its sole representative in the
House.

The BJP has gained eight legislators,
while the NPP has added three, marking
a significant shift in the state’s political
equations.

The defections represent a major set-
back for the UDP, one of Meghalaya’s
prominent regional political parties,
while consolidating the position of the
NPP and BJP in the Assembly.The devel-
opments could have implications for the
state’s regional political dynamics, par-
ticularly as the UDP faces the challenge
of rebuilding its legislative presence and
organisational strength.

With the NPP expanding its ranks
and the BJP also gaining from the defec-
tions, attention will now focus on how the
reshaped political landscape influences
the state’s governance and the future of
regional opposition politics.

Tripura Police
Arrest Suspected
Arms Trafficker,
Seize 200 Bullets

AGARTALA

Tripura Police arrested a suspected
arms trafficker and seized 200 bullets
from his possession in the Maharani
police station area of Udaipur in
Gomati district on Thursday, offi-
cials said.

The accused, identified as
Bimal Chakma, son of Bhubanta
Chakma, is a resident of Shantitila,
Dudukchhara, in the Panchhariarea
of Bangladesh’s Khagrachhari dis-
trict, according to police sources.

Police sources alleged that
Chakma is associated with the Santu
faction of the Jana Samhati Samiti
(JSS), aBangladesh-based organisa-
tion. He is also suspected of having
links with Pratyuttar Chakma and
Samajpriya Chakma, who arereport-
edly associated with the group.

According to the sources, the
two individuals operate under
Jyotisman Chakma, alias Bulbul,
described as the deputy field com-
mander of the Jumma Liberation
Army and a grandson of JSS leader
Santu Larma.

Police have launched an inves-
tigation to determine the circum-
stances surrounding the recovery
of the ammunition and verify the
suspected links of the arrested man
with the alleged trafficking network.

Investigators are also seeking to
establish the origin of the bullets,
their intended destination and
whether the seizure is connected toa
wider cross-border arms trafficking
operation.

Further details are awaited. Police
have not yet disclosed additional
information about the suspected net-
work or the circumstances leading
to Chakma’s arrest.

Silchar-Guwahati Express
Locomotive Derails on Badarpur
Bridge, Train Services Hit

SILCHAR

The locomotive of the Silchar-Gu-
wahati Express derailed on Badar-
pur Rail Bridge over the Barak
River on Thursday morning, dis-
rupting train services along the
Lumding-Badarpur hill section.
No casualties or injuries were
reported, the Northeast Fron-
tier Railway (NFR) said.

The incident occurred
around 8:50 am when the front
trolley of the locomotive of
Train No. 15616 derailed at Ki-
lometre 166/7 under the Lum-
ding Division of NFR, between
Badarpur and Sukritipur rail-
way stations.

According to a statement
issued by the Chief Public Re-
lations Officer of NFR, the rear
portion of the train, including
all passenger coaches, was
pushed back to Badarpur. All
passengers were reported safe.

Restoration work was initi-
ated under the supervision of
senior railway officials, while
several trains operating along
the affected section were regu-
lated at different stations.

Several Trains Regulated,
Two Services Cancelled

NFR announced that the fol-
lowing trains were regulated
following the derailment:

“ Train No. 15615 (Gu-
wahati-Silchar Express): Regu-
lated at Bihara.

«“ Train No. 13175 (Seal-
dah-Silchar Express): Regulat-
ed at New Haflong.

“ Train No. 13126
(Sairang-Kolkata Express): Reg-
ulated at Badarpur.

«“ Train No. 15660 (Agar-
tala-Lokmanya Tilak Terminus

Express):
Karimganj.

“ Train No. 13174 (Agar-
tala-Sealdah Express): Regulat-
ed at Dharmanagar.

«“ Train No. 13125 (Kolk-
ata-Sairang Express): Regulat-
ed at Langting.

Train No. 15616, the Sil-
char-Guwahati Express sched-
uled to depart on October 29,
was short-terminated at Badar-
pur, with services between
Badarpur and Guwahati can-
celled. Train No. 15615, the Gu-
wahati-Silchar Express sched-
uled to operate the same day,
was also cancelled.

Railway authorities advised
passengers to check the latest
train status before travelling as
restoration work continued on
the affected section.

Regulated at New

Sribhumi Incident: Calls for an Impartial Probe,
Questions Over Barak Valley Leaders’ Response
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SILCHAR: The facts behind the clash must be
established through a fair investigation.
Allegations of harassment based on Ben-
gali identity also deserve scrutiny, while
questions grow over the role of local rep-
resentatives.

The clash in Sribhumi has triggered
widespread discussion and political re-
actions across Assam, bringing several
important questions to the fore. Who was
involved, what role did each person play,
and what evidence exists against those ac-
cused? These questions must be answered
through a proper investigation. Howev-
er, concerns are also being raised over
whether the incident is being given an As-
samese-versus-Bengali dimension before
the facts have been fully established.

If any individual is found guilty of an
offence, the law must take its course. But
the actions of one person cannot be used
to hold an entire linguistic community re-
sponsible. If the Sribhumi incident has led
to ordinary people facing abuse, threats or
harassment because of their Bengali iden-
tity, those allegations must also be investi-
gated seriously.

Justice cannot be the preserve of one
side. Evidence against the accused is es-
sential, but protecting the rights and safety
of innocent people is equally the adminis-
tration’s responsibility.

Questions over the role of elected repre-
sentatives

Several leaders from Guwahati have
reportedly reacted to the incident, calling
for an impartial investigation and strict
action against those found guilty. Such
demands are legitimate, provided they do
not prejudge the outcome of the investiga-
tion. At the same time, allegations of ha-
rassment or hostility directed at ordinary
people because of their linguistic identity
must receive equal attention.

This raises questions about the role of
elected representatives in the Barak Val-
ley. Expectations are high of legislators,
MPs and ministers from the ruling party,
as well as those from the Opposition. Are
they seeking a comprehensive account
of the incident from the administration?
Are they meeting the families concerned?
Are they helping arrange legal assistance
wherever necessary?

Reports that a mother has publicly
sought justice for her son make it all the

more important for representatives to
hear her concerns and examine the status
of the case. However, justice must be deter-
mined by evidence and due process, not by
emotion or public pressure.

If people are dissatisfied with the visible
response of their representatives, those
concerns deserve an answer. Standing by
citizens during a crisis is part of the re-
sponsibility of elected office, not a question
of political allegiance.

Police statements and the need for
transparency

The official statement of the Superin-
tendent of Police has also become part of
the debate. The police version deserves
consideration, but it cannot substitute
for a thorough investigation. The full se-
quence of events must be established by
examining complaints, witness accounts,
documents and other relevant evidence.

Who participated in the clash? What ev-
idence has been gathered against those ar-
rested? What is the basis of the allegations
concerning police action? These questions
require clear answers. Complaints regard-
ing a police lathi-charge or any other ac-
tion must also be examined impartially.

Accepting one side’s version with-

out verification would be inappropriate.
Equally, information supported by evi-
dence should not be dismissed because of
political considerations or linguistic iden-
tity.

Social organisations have a responsibil-
ity too

The role of social, cultural and lan-
guage-based organisations in the Barak
Valley is also being questioned. It is right
to insist that facts be verified before mak-
ing public statements. But caution should
not mean avoiding questions about citi-
zens’ safety and dignity.

Organisations can call for an impartial
investigation, help affected families access
legal assistance and appeal for an end to
hostility against any community. Such
steps can be taken firmly without aggra-
vating tensions.

If individuals are being targeted be-
cause they are Bengali, those incidents de-
serve to be condemned and investigated.
Any response, however, should remain ev-
idence-based, peaceful and within the law.

Justice, not division

Turning the Sribhumi incident into an
Assamese-versus-Bengali  confrontation
would ultimately hurt ordinary people.

The social ties, livelihoods and everyday

relationships shared by different linguis-

tic communities across Assam and the

Barak Valley are far more significant than

ghe political interpretation of a single inci-
ent.

The demands, therefore, should be
clear: identify those responsible for the
clash and act against them in accordance
with the law; protect anyone facing wrong-
ful harassment; investigate allegations
concerning police conduct; and examine
any threats or abuse allegedly directed at
people because of their linguistic identity.

Questions also remain for the elected
representatives of the Barak Valley. What
steps are they taking to address these con-
cerns? Will they come together to seek
transparency from the administration
and provide answers to the people they
represent?The Sribhumi incident must be
judged on the basis of evidence, not identi-
ty. The alleged wrongdoing of an individu-
al cannot be used to blame an entire com-
munity. The people of the Barak Valley
deserve justice and dignity-and ensuring
both is the responsibility of the adminis-
tration, political leaders and social organ-
isations alike.




SILCHAR THURSDAY, 29 OCTOBER 2026

KRC TIMES, membership e-copy, EAST AND NE India Edition Page2

ED-OP

AP am—
I4={el TIMES

STAY ENRICHED

VOLUME:1, ISSUE 907

INFLATIONIS
FESTIVE CHEER

ising food and fuel prices are squeezing hou-
sehold budgets, weakening purchasing power
and putting small businesses under pressure.
The government must move beyond short-
term relief and address the structural causes of
inflation without undermining economic growth.

Festivals in India are not merely occasions for reli-
gious observance or social gatherings. They are also an
expression of hope, generosity and economic activity.
From new clothes and sweets to gifts, decorations and fa-
mily feasts, festive spending sustains millions of traders,
artisans, small manufacturers and service providers. Yet
this year, rising prices are threatening to take some of
the shine off the celebrations. For many households, the
question is no longer how much they can spend, but how
much they must save to meet essential needs.

Inflation is most punishing when it affects everyday
necessities. A rise in the prices of vegetables, cooking
oil, cereals and other food items leaves families with lit-
tle room to adjust. Higher fuel costs add another layer
of pressure by increasing transportation expenses and
pushing up the prices of goods and services. When hou-
sehold incomes fail to keep pace with these increases, fe-
stive purchases become an easy target for cuts. Families
postpone discretionary spending, settle for cheaper alter-
natives and increasingly look for discounts.

This may appear to be a sensible response at the in-
dividual level, but its wider economic consequences de-
serve attention. Small retailers, neighbourhood shops,
street vendors and local artisans depend heavily on the
festive season to generate a substantial share of their an-
nual earnings. If consumers spend less, businesses face
a difficult choice: reduce prices and accept thinner mar-
gins or retain prices and risk losing customers. Either
way, prolonged pressure can threaten livelihoods and
weaken the informal economy, which remains an impor-
tant source of employment.

The challenge, therefore, is not simply to make festi-
vals more affordable. It is to ensure that inflation does
not erode the purchasing power of ordinary citizens or
undermine the economic activity that festive demand
supports.

There are several forces behind the present pressure
on prices. Unfavourable weather conditions can disrupt
agricultural production and reduce the supply of essenti-
al commodities. Irregular monsoon patterns, crop dama-
ge and inadequate storage facilities often lead to sharp
fluctuations in vegetable prices. Global energy markets
add another source of uncertainty. When international
crude oil prices rise, the effects can spread through trans-
portation, manufacturing and distribution. A weakening
rupee can further increase the domestic cost of imported
oil, fertilisers and other essential inputs.

These pressures expose a persistent weakness in In-
dia’s inflation management: the tendency to rely on im-
mediate interventions without sufficiently addressing
the structural problems that make prices vulnerable to
shocks. Monetary policy is important, but it cannot pro-
duce vegetables, repair damaged crops or move food sup-
plies more efficiently from farms to markets.

The Reserve Bank of India must remain vigilant about
inflation expectations and the broader price outlook.
Interest-rate decisions can influence borrowing costs,
credit demand and overall consumption. However, hig-
her rates are a blunt instrument against inflation driven
primarily by supply shortages. If food prices rise becau-
se of a poor harvest or distribution bottlenecks, tighter
monetary policy alone cannot resolve the problem. It
may instead increase the cost of loans for households and
businesses, discourage investment and place additional
pressure on an economy that needs sustained demand to
generate employment.

A balanced policy response is therefore essential. The
government must coordinate monetary and fiscal measu-
res while recognising the different sources of inflation.
Temporary supply disruptions require timely action to
ensure adequate availability of essential commodities.
Strategic releases from public stocks, better procure-
ment planning and carefully calibrated trade measures
can help moderate sudden price increases. But such in-
terventions must be transparent and predictable. Abrupt
export restrictions or frequent changes in import duties
can create uncertainty for farmers, traders and inve-
stors, potentially discouraging the production needed to
improve supplies over the longer term.

Agricultural reform must occupy a central place in
this effort. India needs better cold-storage facilities, mo-
dern warehouses, efficient transport networks and stron-
ger links between farmers and markets. A substantial
proportion of perishable produce loses value because it
cannot be stored or transported efficiently. Investment
in food processing and local distribution infrastructure
would reduce wastage, improve availability and make
prices less vulnerable to temporary disruptions. Gre-
ater domestic production of oilseeds could also reduce
dependence on imported edible oils, although this would
require sustained investment in research, irrigation, im-
proved seeds and farmer support.

Equally important is the need to protect vulnerable
households without creating fiscal pressures that be-
come difficult to sustain. Targeted assistance, effective
public distribution and support for low-income families
can cushion the impact of rising essential costs. Subsi-
dies may be justified when price shocks threaten food
security, but they should complement, rather than sub-
stitute for, improvements in productivity and supply
chains. Consumer awareness campaigns can help hou-
seholds make informed purchases, yet information alo-
ne cannot compensate for the loss of purchasing power
caused by persistently high prices.

The festive marketplace also offers an opportunity
to strengthen local enterprise. Small businesses and ar-
tisans can respond to changing consumer preferences
by offering affordable products, transparent pricing and
practical alternatives to expensive goods. Digital plat-
forms and cooperative marketing can help local produ-
cers reach wider markets. But it would be unreasonable
to expect individual traders to absorb the full impact of
rising input costs while consumers demand lower pri-
ces. Their resilience must be supported by access to af-
fordable credit, reliable logistics and a more predictable
policy environment.

There is another dimension to the problem. Inflation
is not experienced equally across the country. Rural hou-
seholds may face greater pressure when food prices rise,
particularly if agricultural earnings are uncertain. Ur-
ban wage earners, meanwhile, must contend with rent,
transport, education and healthcare expenses alongside
food costs. Even when headline inflation appears ma-
nageable, the prices of frequently purchased essentials
can shape public perceptions of economic well-being far
more directly than a single aggregate figure.

“To acquire knowledge, one must study;

but to acquire wisdom, one must observe.” -
Marilyn vos Savant

SRAEL'S ELECTION:
A CRUCIALTEST OF
onvneiwias - NETANYAHU'S LEADERSHIP
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With the October 7 security failure, the
unresolved wars, rising living costs
and military conscription dividing the
electorate, Israel’s vote could deter-
mine not only Benjamin Netanyahu’s
political future but also the direction
of its regional policy and relations with
Washington.

Israel’s election has emerged as a de-
fining political contest over leadership,
accountability and national security.
For Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu, the vote is far more than a bat-
tle to retain power. It is a test of wheth-
er voters still trust the man who built
his political identity around keeping
Israel safe, despite the unprecedented
security failure of October 7, 2023, and
the prolonged conflicts that followed.

The political stakes are exceptional-
ly high. Netanyahu’s Likud party faces
a challenge from a fragmented opposi-
tion, with former military chief Gadi
Eisenkot and other political figures
seeking to turn public anger into an
electoral alternative. Yet the contest re-
mains difficult to predict. Opinion polls
have offered conflicting assessments of
the two leading camps, while neither
side has consistently demonstrated a
clear path to the 61 seats required for a
majority in Israel’s 120-member Knes-
set.

The uncertainty reflects a deeply
divided electorate. For many Israelis,
the election is an opportunity to hold
the government accountable for the
Hamas-led attacks of October 7, 2023,
when Israel suffered one of the grav-
est security failures in its history. For
others, Netanyahu remains a leader
with the experience and determination
required to confront the country’s ene-
mies in an increasingly volatile Middle
East.

The October 7 attacks remain cen-
tral to this political calculation. Ac-
cording to findings cited by the Israel
Democracy Institute, more than 60 per
cent of Israelis say the events influence
their voting decisions. However, the
national trauma has not necessarily
translated into a decisive shift in polit-
ical loyalties.

Netanyahu’s supporters argue that
the intelligence and security establish-
ment failed to prevent the attacks and
that the government subsequently took
steps to restore Israel’s military deter-
rence. His critics counter that a prime
minister who repeatedly presented
himself as the country’s foremost secu-
rity expert cannot escape responsibili-
ty for such a catastrophic failure.

The demand for accountability has
become a major electoral issue. Thou-
sands of demonstrators gathered in Tel
Aviv shortly before the vote, calling
for an independent state commission
of inquiry into the events of October
7. Opposition leaders have promised
to establish such a commission if they
form the next government.

Netanyahu’s reluctance to accept
an independent investigation has re-
inforced suspicions among his oppo-
nents that political survival is taking
precedence over institutional account-
ability. For the families of those killed
or taken hostage, the issue extends
beyond party politics. They want an-
swers about how the attacks occurred,
why warnings were not acted upon and
who should bear responsibility.

Security remains central, but the
public mood is changing

National security continues to dom-
inate Israeli politics, but the elector-
ate’s concerns extend well beyond the
immediate battlefield. Hamas remains
a security challenge, Hezbollah contin-
ues to threaten Israel from Lebanon,
and Iran remains a central concern in
Israeli strategic calculations. The out-
come of the conflict with Iran and the
effectiveness of the ceasefire have also
raised questions about whether the
government has achieved its declared

objectives.

Netanyahu has long argued that
confronting Iran and weakening its
regional network are essential to Isra-
el’s survival. His political appeal has
rested partly on his promise to prevent
hostile forces from acquiring the ca-
pacity to threaten the Israeli state.

Yetmilitary operations alone cannot
settle the question of political success.
Voters must also assess whether the
conflicts have produced sustainable se-
curity, whether the threat of renewed
violence has diminished and whether
the country has a credible strategy for
the period after the fighting.

The distinction between military
achievements and long-term political
outcomes is becoming increasingly
important. Even when military oper-
ations inflict substantial damage on
adversaries, the absence of a clear post-
war settlement can leave the underly-
ing conflict unresolved. For Netanya-
hu, this creates a difficult challenge: he
must defend his security record while
facing questions about the costs, du-
ration and ultimate objectives of the
wars.

The wider regional implications are
equally significant. Israel’s relations
with its neighbours, the future of the
Palestinian question and its strategic
partnership with the United States will
all influence the country’s next politi-
cal chapter.

Economic pressures and military
service deepen divisions

The cost of living is another major
concern. Higher household expenses
have added to the burden on families
already affected by prolonged conflict
and uncertainty. Defence expenditure
has risen sharply since 2023, placing
additional pressure on public finances
and intensifying debate over how the
costs of national security should be dis-
tributed.

For many voters, the central ques-
tion is whether the government can
maintain military preparedness with-
out allowing the economic burden to
fall disproportionately on ordinary
citizens. Rising prices, housing costs
and pressure on public services can
weaken support for a government even
among voters who broadly agree with
its security objectives.

The controversy over military con-
scription has further complicated Ne-
tanyahu’s position. Ultra-Orthodox
exemptions from compulsory military
service have become a major source
of public resentment, particularly as
reservists and their families shoulder
the demands of prolonged military op-
erations.

The High Court of Justice has chal-
lenged the legal arrangements that pro-
tected broad exemptions for ultra-Or-
thodox men. The issue has exposed a
wider disagreement over equality, reli-
gious identity and civic responsibility.
With tens of thousands of ultra-Ortho-
dox men of military age outside regu-
lar service, demands for conscription
or meaningful sanctions have gained
support across much of the electorate.

The dispute also threatens the sta-
bility of Netanyahu’s governing co-
alition, which depends on religious
parties whose support for exemptions
is politically important. Any attempt
to change the system could therefore
create a conflict between electoral de-
mands for greater fairness and the co-
alition arithmetic required to remain
in power.

4 Netanyahu’s political and legal bat-
es

Netanyahu enters the election with
considerable political experience. Hav-
ing served multiple terms as prime
minister over nearly two decades, he
has built an international profile as a
leader who places military strength
and confrontation with Iran at the cen-
tre of Israeli policy.

The endorsement of US President
Donald Trump has also provided Ne-

tanyahu with an important political
advantage. His supporters present the
relationship as evidence of Israel’s in-
fluence in Washington and argue that
his experience is essential during a pe-
riod of regional instability.

However, Netanyahu faces serious
challenges on the domestic front. His
coalition has lost political ground in
several mainstream opinion polls,
while opposition parties with different
ideological positions are attempting to
coordinate around a common objec-
tive: ending his premiership.

The opposition is far from ideo-
logically united. It includes security
hawks, centrists and left-leaning politi-
cians who disagree on important ques-
tions of domestic and foreign policy.
Their principal point of agreement is
that Israel needs a change of leader-
ship and a more accountable approach
to governance.

Netanyahu’s legal difficulties add
another layer of uncertainty. He denies
the bribery, fraud and breach-of-trust
charges against him, which he argues
are politically motivated. His ongoing
corruption trial and request for a pres-
idential pardon have kept the issue in
the public spotlight.

A change of government could alter
the political circumstances surround-
ing these disputes, although the legal
process would remain subject to the
applicable judicial framework. Net-
anyahu’s opponents have made his de-
parture from public life a condition for
any arrangement that might bring the
trial to an end.

The election therefore carries con-
sequences beyond the immediate
question of who will occupy the prime
minister’s office. It could determine
whether Netanyahu continues to ne-
gotiate from a position of political au-
thority or faces his legal and political
challenges without the advantages of
incumbency.

A fragmented opposition and the
arithmetic of power

Even if Netanyahu’s Likud fails to
emerge as the largest party, removing
him from office will not necessarily be
straightforward. Israel’s proportional
electoral system makes coalition build-
ing essential, and a fragmented opposi-
tion may struggle to assemble a stable
majority.

Arab political parties could hold a
significant number of seats, but Net-
anyahu and several opposition leaders
have ruled out relying on them as for-
mal coalition partners. This political
exclusion narrows the options avail-
able to parties seeking to replace the
incumbent government.

The result could be a prolonged pe-
riod of negotiations, an unstable coali-
tion or another election if no political
camp can secure a majority. Under
such circumstances, Netanyahu could
remain prime minister in a caretaker
capacity while negotiations continue.

That possibility illustrates the dif-
ference between winning public sup-
port and securing the parliamentary
numbers needed to govern. A party
may perform strongly in the election
yet remain unable to form a govern-
ment if its potential partners cannot
agree on a common programme.

For the opposition, defeating Net-
anyahu is only the first challenge. It
must also demonstrate that its compet-
ing political factions can work together
on security, the economy, religious ex-
emptions and the Palestinian question.

What the result could mean for the
Middle East

The election’s regional consequenc-
es should not be exaggerated. A change
of prime minister would not automat-
ically produce a fundamental shift in
Israeli policy, particularly on security
and the future of Palestinian statehood.

Both Netanyahu and several lead-
ing opposition figures have expressed
opposition to the establishment of a
Palestinian state under current con-

ditions. This creates a significant ob-
stacle to diplomatic initiatives aimed
at achieving a broader regional settle-
ment.

Saudi Arabia’s position on normal-
ising relations with Israel has also
been linked to progress towards Pales-
tinian statehood. Consequently, even
a new Israeli government could face
difficulties in advancing a major diplo-
matic agreement unless it is prepared
to address the Palestinian question in
a more substantive way.

Washington will remain central to
Israel’s strategic calculations. Trump’s
support for Netanyahu has highlighted
the close relationship between the two
leaders, while differences over the fu-
ture course of military action against
Iran could become more pronounced
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under a different Israeli administra-
tion.

The next government will have to
balance its security priorities with
international diplomatic pressure, re-
gional stability and the economic costs
of prolonged confrontation. Whether
Netanyahu remains in office or a suc-
cessor takes over, these challenges will
not disappear with the election.

Ultimately, Israel’s vote is about
more than the survival of one poli-
tician. It is a judgement on the gov-
ernment’s handling of the October 7
attacks, its conduct of the subsequent
conflicts, its approach to economic
pressures and its willingness to accept
institutional accountability.

Netanyahu’s supporters believe his
experience makes him indispensable
at a time of continuing danger. His op-
ponents argue that the country cannot
rebuild public trust without a change
in leadership and a transparent inves-
tigation into its gravest security fail-
ure.

The election may not immediately
resolve Israel’s internal divisions or its
regional conflicts. But it will establish
the political conditions under which
the country confronts them. For Net-
anyahu, the question is whether a long
record in power remains an asset or
has become a liability. For Israel, the
larger challenge is to determine wheth-
er its next chapter will be defined by
the continuation of existing policies or
by arenewed effort to combine security
with accountability, economic stabil-
ity and a credible diplomatic strategy.

Festivals should be a time of cele-
bration, not a reminder of economic
insecurity. The measure of effective
economic management is not merely
whether inflation remains within a
numerical target, but whether families
can meet their essential expenses with-
out abandoning the small pleasures
and traditions that give social life its
meaning.The government must act
with urgency, but also with foresight.
Short-term relief can soften the imme-
diate blow; only sustained improve-
ments in agriculture, energy security,
logistics and market efficiency can
offer a lasting solution. India’s festive
cheer should not depend on temporary
discounts or the willingness of small
businesses to sacrifice their margins.
It should rest on an economy in which
rising prosperity is accompanied by
stable prices and stronger purchasing
power. That is the real test of inclusive
growth.
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Leader of the Opposition Dr Mukul
Sangma has expressed concern
over reports that former militant
groups may be attempting to reor-
ganise in Meghalaya, urging the
state government to strengthen po-
lice preparedness, fill vacant posts
and ensure that appointments and
transfers remain free from political
interference.

The concerns were raised dur-
ing a meeting of the State Security
Commission on October 28, which
reviewed police operations and se-
curity challenges across the state.

Sangma stressed the need to
improve the police force’s opera-
tional capabilities and emergency
response mechanisms to deal with

mob violence, civil disturbances
and other security-related inci-
dents. He called for strengthening
the force to ensure a timely and
effective response to emerging
threats.

The opposition leader also em-
phasised that vacancies in the po-
lice department should be filled
without delay. He argued that ap-
pointments and transfers must be
insulated from political and exter-
nal influence to safeguard admin-
istrative integrity and professional
policing.

Sangma raised concerns over
unauthorised influx and illegal im-
migration, calling for strict imple-
mentation of the Meghalaya Resi-
dents Safety and Security Act, 2016.

He also highlighted the need for

Meghalaya: Mukul Sangma warns of possible
militant regrouping, calls for police reforms

stronger coordination between As-
sam and Meghalaya to address se-
curity concerns and maintain sta-
bility along their shared interstate
boundary.

Referring to difficulties faced
by residents along the India-Bang-
ladesh border, Sangma pointed to
landowners whose access to their
properties has reportedly been
restricted by border fencing. He
stressed that the concerns of af-
fected families must be addressed
while maintaining effective border
security.

The opposition leader also
called for a thorough investigation
into suspected illegal coal mining
and transportation in Meghalaya.

Citing alleged discrepancies in
official coal stock records, Sangma

raised concerns over possible irreg-
ularities and alleged that high-level
patronage might be facilitating un-
lawful activities.

He called for a comprehensive
probe to establish the facts, identify
those responsible and ensure ac-
countability.

The issues raised during the
State Security Commission meet-
ing placed police preparedness,
possible militant regrouping, bor-
der management, immigration and
suspected illegal coal operations at
the centre of the discussion.

Sangma’s concerns and allega-
tions regarding militant activity
and coal-related irregularities will
require verification by the author-
ities.

Mizoram State
Museum Inaugurated
in Aizawl to
Showcase Mizo
Heritage

AIZAWL

Mizoram Art and Culture Minister
C. Lalsawivunga on Wednesday
inaugurated the Mizoram State
Museum at the New Secretariat
Complex in MINECO, Aizawl,
marking a step towards preserv-
ing the state’s cultural heritage,
history and identity.The inaugu-
ration ceremony was attended by
Lalmuanpuia Punte, MLA and
Adviser to the Chief Minister, along
with senior officials, students and
invited guests.Addressing the pro-
gramme, Lalsawivunga thanked
the Union Ministry of Culture
for funding the museum build-
ing and the Smart City initiative
under the Urban Development and
Poverty Alleviation Department
for supporting its interior arrange-
ments. He also acknowledged the
contributions of officials and others
involved in completing the project.
Emphasising the role of museums
in safeguarding cultural identity,
the minister said they were not
merely repositories of historical
objects but institutions that pre-
serve a community’s traditions,
history and way of life.He described
museums as a link between the past
and the present, helping people
understand their heritage while
supporting cultural preservation
and development.

The minister said the Mizoram
State Museum was designed as a
multipurpose institution, housing
a diverse collection of artefacts
that could serve as an important
learning resource for students and
younger generations.He encour-
aged members of the Mizo com-
munity to visit the museum more
frequently, observing that many
of its visitors were tourists and
people from other communities.
Lalsawivunga also revealed that
more than 50 per cent of the muse-
um’s collections had been donat-
ed by individuals. He appealed to
people possessing historically or
culturally significant objects to con-
tribute them so that they could be
preserved and displayed for public
benefit.Stressing the need for collec-
tive participation, the minister said
the museum represented Mizoram
and its people, making its preser-
vation and maintenance a shared
responsibility.

Assam Rifles Chief Reviews Border
Security, Fencing Progress in
Manipur’s Tengnoupal

IMPHAL
Assam Rifles Director General Lt
Gen Vikas Lakhera on Wednesday
reviewed the security situation
and progress of border-fencing
work in Manipur’s Tengnoupal
district, focusing on strengthen-
ing surveillance and preventing
illegal cross-border activities.
During his visit, the Assam
Rifles chief inspected the stra-
tegic border locations of Moreh
and Chongjang, assessing ongo-
ing infrastructure projects and
operational preparedness along
the India-Myanmar international
boundary.Officials briefed Lt Gen
Lakhera on the progress of fencing
work, security arrangements and

Dimapur Restricts Diwai, Gurpura
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DIMAPUR

Dimapur Police have restrict-
ed the bursting of firecrackers
during Diwali and Gurpurab to
atwo-hour window from 8 pm to
10 pm, warning that violations
will invite legal action.

The restrictions will
apply across Dimapur,
Chumoukedima and Niuland
districts, according to an adviso-
ry issued by the Commissioner of

measures being implemented to
improve border surveillance. The
inspection also covered operation-
al challenges and infrastructure
requirements in the sensitive bor-
der areas.The review comes amid
continued efforts to strengthen
border management and address
security concerns along the inter-
national boundary.Lt Gen Lak-
hera also interacted with local
residents during the visit, seeking
their views on security-related is-
sues and discussing the concerns
of communities living in border
areas.The interaction highlighted
the importance of coordination
between security forces and local
communities in maintaining sta-
bility and addressing challenges
along the border, officials said.

The visit forms part of the
Assam Rifles’ ongoing efforts to
strengthen border security infra-
structure and improve operation-
al effectiveness in Manipur’s bor-
der regions.
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Police, Dimapur, on Wednesday.

Under the guidelines, fire-
crackers will also be permitted
between 11.55 pm and 12.30 am
on Christmas Eve and New
Year’s Eve.

The advisory prohibits the
bursting of firecrackers within
100 metres of designated silence
zones, including hospitals,
healthcare centres, educa-
tional institutions, courts and
religious places.

Nagaland pushes for complete PAP
withdrawal ahead of Hornbill Festival

KOHIMA

Nagaland is pressing the Centre
for the complete withdrawal of
the Protected Area Permit (PAP)
regime ahead of the Hornbill Fes-
tival, arguing that the restrictions
affect foreign tourist arrivals,
investment prospects and the
state’s broader economic growth.
Tourism and Higher Education
Minister Temjen Imna Along said

)

It also bans fireworks that
produce noise levels exceed-
ing 125 dB(A) or a peak of 145
dB(C), measured at a distance
of four metres from the point
of bursting.

Online delivery of banned
fireworks prohibited

Dimapur Police have direct-
ed e-commerce platforms and
online marketplaces not to
process orders for or deliver
firecrackers within the three

Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio had
raised the issue with Union Home
Minister Amit Shah during a re-
cent visit to New Delhi, following
discussions in the Nagaland As-
sembly in September.

Speaking on the sidelines of
the inaugural inter-government
college band competition, Campus
Clash 2026, Along said Shah had
assured Rio that he would exam-

b Firecrackers to 8-10 PM

districts. Online delivery of
banned fireworks will invite
action under applicable laws.

The sale of permitted green
crackers will be allowed only
through licensed traders hold-
ing valid permits, the advisory
stated.

Residents have also been
encouraged to opt for organised
community fireworks displays
at designated open grounds
identified by the local admin-
istration. The move aims to
reduce individual firecracker
use, particularly in congested
residential areas.

The Commissioner of
Police has instructed officers-
in-charge to carry out regular
inspections of local markets,
monitor compliance and take
strict action against violations.

Police have urged resi-
dents to celebrate the festivals
responsibly and in an environ-
mentally conscious manner,
emphasising that anyone found
violating the prescribed restric-
tions will face penalties under
the law.

BDF Seeks CM’s Direct Intervention Over Sribhumi
Clash, Demands Probe into Alleged Police Excesses

OUR CORRESPONDENT

SILCHAR: The Barak Democratic Front (BDF)
on Thursday demanded the direct inter-
vention of Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma to restore normalcy in Sribhu-
mi district following the recent clash during
an immersion procession and allegations of
police excesses.

In a press statement, BDF Convener
Hrishikesh Dey said the administration
and local public representatives had failed
to handle the situation impartially, leading
to growing mistrust among people in the
Barak Valley.

In a video message, Dey referred to the
public clarification by the Superintendent
of Police of Sribhumi, earlier known as
Karimganj, that the incident involved a
clash between two groups of youths alleged-
ly under the influence of alcohol and was not
related to any ethnic conflict. Despite this
clarification, he alleged that the incident
was being given a political and communal
colour.

Dey questioned the impartiality of the
police action, claiming that several people
allegedly assaulted at the spot and inside
the police station had no direct involvement
in the clash. He also expressed concern
that Bengali people appeared to have been
arrested, while the alleged involvement of
members of both groups needed to be inves-
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Treadmiills were created to punish
English prisoners in 1818.

tigated fairly.

He said the 13 MLAs and three MPs
representing the Barak Valley should have
taken the initiative to ensure an impartial
investigation, identify the actual offenders
and rebuild trust between the two commu-
nities. However, he alleged that the elected
representatives had failed to fulfil their re-
sponsibilities.

Dey also referred to Sribhumi district
minister Krishnendu Paul’s meeting with
members of the Assamese community af-
fected by the incident. While appreciating
the minister’s gesture of expressing sym-
pathy and assuring action against those
responsible, he questioned the absence of
similar assurances regarding the injured

/N
persons from the other side and those who
allegedly faced police brutality.

The BDF convener also criticised Assam
Jatiya Parishad leader Lurinjyoti Gogoi for
allegedly attempting to gain political mile-
age from the incident. He said Gogoi should
have consulted people from both communi-
ties and worked towards restoring harmony
instead of organising a rally representing
one community.

Meanwhile, BDF Media Cell Convener
Jaydeep Bhattacharjee alleged that police
excesses and the administration’s handling
of the situation had raised serious concerns
about democratic rights and public confi-
dence.

He cited the case of a poor business-
man who had allegedly gone to the scene
in search of his son but was beaten by po-
lice and detained at the police station for 18
hours. According to Bhattacharjee, the man
later had to borrow Rs 20,000 to secure bail.

He further alleged that fear and pressure
had prevented eyewitnesses and families of
those allegedly subjected to police excess-
es from speaking freely to the media. He
claimed that public anger over the admin-
istration’s role and the response of local rep-

resentatives had spread across the Barak
Valley.

The BDF has placed four demands be-
fore the Chief Minister.

First, it has sought the immediate and
unconditional withdrawal of cases against
innocent persons who were not present at
the scene and have already been granted
bail. It has also demanded the release of
other innocent persons allegedly detained
under similar circumstances.

Second, the organisation has demanded
a magisterial-level inquiry into the allega-
tions of police brutality. It has called for
legal action against personnel found guilty
and compensation of at least Rs 1 lakh for
each person subjected to unjustified torture.

Third, the BDF has demanded the im-
mediate arrest of the actual offenders from
both sides and their inclusion in the inves-
tigation.

Fourth, it has sought appropriate gov-
ernment action against certain media out-
lets in the Brahmaputra Valley that it ac-
cused of repeatedly portraying people from
the Barak Valley as “Bangladeshis”.

Bhattacharjee said the Barak Valley
had a long history of coexistence, mutual
respect and communal harmony among
different communities. He urged the Chief
Minister to intervene and take steps to
prevent the controversy from escalating
further.

The BDF said its demands were aimed
at restoring public confidence, ensuring
justice and bringing normalcy back to
the district. The information was con-
veyed through a press statement issued
by BDF Convener Debayan Deb.

ine the matter and consider possi-
ble steps at the earliest.

“Security and national issues
are paramount,” Along said, add-
ing that the state government was
capable of managing foreign tourist
arrivals.Nagaland has been seek-
ing the complete withdrawal of the
permit regime to facilitate interna-
tional tourism and open up wider
economic opportunities. Along said
easing the restrictions could attract
more Visitors, encourage invest-
ment, create business opportunities
and enable educated unemployed
youth to establish tourism-related
enterprises.He expressed hope that
the Centre would take a favourable
decision before the Hornbill Festival,
the state’s flagship cultural event
that draws visitors from across India
and abroad.

The PAP regime requires foreign
nationals to obtain special permits
to visit designated protected areas.
The restrictions have implications

for access to parts of the Northeast,
where tourism is seen as a potential
source of employment and economic
growth.

Meanwhile, the Nagaland gov-
ernment is preparing to invite Pres-
ident Droupadi Murmu as the chief
guest for the opening ceremony of
the 10-day Hornbill Festival 2026,
scheduled to begin on December
1.Along said the state was processing
the necessary protocols, official doc-
uments and correspondence relating
to the proposed presidential visit.He
expressed hope that Murmu, India’s
first tribal President, would attend
the inaugural ceremony, describing
her possible presence as a significant
occasion for Nagaland.The state is
now looking towards the Centre for
a decision on the PAP regime while
making arrangements for the an-
nual festival, which showcases the
cultural traditions, crafts, music
and heritage of Nagaland’s com-
munities.

Dr Basudev Singh Appointed
DCCI North-East Unit
President for Three Years

PRESIDENT - North-East unit &
DCCl

bl
BISWADEEP GUPTA

IMPHAL:The Divyang Cricket Coun-
cil of India (DCCI) has appointed
Dr. Basudev Singh of Imphal, Mani-
pur, as President of its North-East
Unit for a three-year term, effective
October 28, 2026. The appointment
was approved by the DCCI Board of
Directors at its meeting held on the
same day.

As President, Dr. Singh will
lead the council’s activities across
the eight North-Eastern states of
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Ma-
nipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Na-
galand, Sikkim and Tripura. His
responsibilities will include build-
ing the regional and state-level
organisational structure, organis-
ing championships and selection
trials, registering players on the
national registry, and coordinating
with State Commissioners for Per-
sons with Disabilities and sports
departments.

Dr. Singh brings extensive ex-
perience in sports administration
and public life. He is the Vice Pres-
ident of the Yoga Culture Federa-
tion of India and President of the
Manipur Yoga Society. He has also

STUDENT

TR FEE R RS d bR O
[OF DREAMING ARD 5

Loulows Trag Trisniag

5 e
[

SLUCCESS

INTERNSHIP

served as President of Manipur
Hockey and Treasurer of the Mani-
pur Olympic Association.

Besides his sporting responsi-
bilities, he is the Organising Secre-
tary of the 38th National Yogasana
Championship 2026, scheduled to
be held in Imphal, and President
of the Manipur Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry.

Welcoming the appointment,
DCCI Chairperson Rajesh Bhard-
waj said the North-East had pro-
duced some of India’s finest sport-
spersons. He expressed confidence
that Dr. Singh’s experience in
sports administration would help
the council expand opportunities
for divyang cricketers across all
eight states.

Accepting the responsibility,
Dr. Singh said sports had the pow-
er to unite and uplift people. He ex-
pressed his commitment to ensur-
ing that cricketers with disabilities
across the North-East received
opportunities to play, compete and
excel.

The Divyang Cricket Council of
India Foundation is a not-for-profit
company registered under Sec-
tion 8 of the Companies Act, 2013.
It works to develop, organise and
promote cricket for persons with
disabilities across the country. The
organisation describes itself as a
non-political sporting body.

Dr. Singh informed that in Bar-
ak Valley also a committee is going
to be formed to Kickstart the move-
ment as well across North-East
region.
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‘Government choosing
its voters’: CJP backs
INDIA bloc November 1

rally against CEC

NEW DELHI

The Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) on Wednesday
extended its support to the
INDIA bloc’s November 1
rally demanding the resig-
nation of Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar over the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls.

Inastatement, the outfit
alleged that the SIR exercise
risked excluding eligible
voters and undermining the
principle that voters should
choose their government,
rather than the government
choosing its voters.

“By undermining this
very principle through SIR,
Gyanesh Kumarhaslost the
trust required to oversee

US warns allies to prepare for
ple [ran strikes, re

possi

free and fair elections. His
resignation is therefore nec-
essary to restore the credi-
bility and independence of
the Election Commission,”
the CJP said. Invoking the
Constituent Assembly’s
commitment to universal
adult franchise, the out-
fit said B R Ambedkar,
Jawaharlal Nehru and other
framers of the Constitution
had placed their faith in the
electorate when millions of
Indians had never partici-
pated in an election.

“The idea was simple:
bring more citizens into
democracy, not keep them
out of it,” it said.

CJP founder Abhijeet
Dipke also announced the
outfit’s support for the
rally in a post on X, writ-

ing, “Gyanu must go! The
Cockroach Janta Party
extends its support to the
INDIA Bloc’s November 1
rally. Nation above all!”

The outfit said the
Election Commission was
responsible for protecting
every eligible citizen’s vot-
ing rights and should not
create barriers to their exer-
cise. “Our Constitution gave
every adult citizen the right
to vote. It is our responsibil-
ity toensure that noeligible
citizen is deprived of that
right,” the statement said.

The CJP said it would
support organisations
campaigning for free and
fair elections in the country.
The statement ended with
the slogans “Jai Bhim” and
“Jai Hind”.

Five killed as Cyclone Arnab batters Andhra
Pradesh; triggers floods and landslides in Odisha

TAMILNADU

Cyclone Arnab crossed the Andhra
Pradesh coast early on killing five peo-
ple in related incidents and damaging
roads, power infrastructure and crops,
while heavy rain and strong winds
battered southern Odisha, triggering
landslides and flooding. Odisha Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi said
advance preparations and evacuations
had helped the state achieve its “zero
casualty” objective.

The very severe cyclonic storm
crossed the Andhra Pradesh-Yanam
coast between 2 am and 8 am before
weakening, according to the India
Meteorological Department (IMD).
Heavy rainfall inundated low-lying
areas across both states, uprooted trees
and electric poles, disrupted transport
and left thousands of hectares of agri-
cultural land damaged.

In Andhra Pradesh, Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu said five people had
died in incidents involving electrocution
and a wall collapse. He sought central
assistance and said a preliminary dam-
age assessment would be submitted to
the Centre, followed by a comprehensive
report.

In Odisha, Gajapati was the worst-af-
fected district among eight initially
placed on alert, Majhi said. The state
evacuated 43,827 people to 634 relief
centres, while 2,037 centres had been
kept ready.

Andhra: Five killed, power infra-
structure damaged

Hundreds of villages across more
than 10 districts, including Eluru, West
Godavari and Vizianagaram, bore the
brunt of the cyclone, with several loca-
tions recording more than 200 mm of
rain and low-lying areas becoming
inundated.

Addressing a press conference at
the Real Time Governance System
(RTGS) in the secretariat, Naidu said
one person died in Visakhapatnam
after coming into contact with a live
electric wire following a tree’s fall on it.
A woman died in rural Visakhapatnam
after an electric pole fell on her, while
an uprooted palm tree Killed a man in
Bhimavaram. A woman died of elec-
trocution in Anakapalli and another
person was killed when a wall collapsed
in Sakinetipalli.

“Despite many efforts, five people
died today. We have been telling, some
cooperated, some were casual and ven-
tured out and misfortune will strike us,”
said Naidu.

after midterm elections

aliation

The chief minister said the cyclone
had disrupted normal life across the
state. He promised to visit the worst-af-
fected Dr BR Ambedkar Konaseema and
West Godavari districts.

Naidu said he had written to Union
Home Minister Amit Shah seeking assis-
tance and briefed him on the cyclone’s
intensity and its impact on Andhra
Pradesh. He also sought a visit by a cen-
tral team to assess the damage. Standing
crops, including paddy, suffered exten-
sive damage.

Naidu said coconut plantations
and other horticultural crops were also
affected, with nearly 50,000 trees uproot-
ed in Konaseema and West Godavari
districts. An official press release said
33,000 coconut trees had been uprooted
in Konaseema alone.

Thousands of acres of paddy fields
were flattened by strong winds and
heavy rain. A video of abanana farmer
salvaging a bunch of bananas from his
inundated plantation also went viral.

Naidu said the government had
given special attention to maintaining
drinking water supplies and sanitation
in affected areas. Families whose homes
were inundated would receive 25 kg of
rice, while affected weavers and fisher-
men would receive 50 kg. The govern-
ment would also distribute one kilogram
each of onions, cooking oil and red gram
dal to affected people.

Those who took refuge in cyclone
shelters would receive Rs 1,000 per
person, with assistance capped at Rs
3,000 per family. Naidu also announced
financial assistance for small business-
es, micro, small and medium enterpris-
es (MSMEs) and other affected groups
under different categories.

A decision on the relief measures

would be taken at a virtual Cabinet meet-
ing scheduled for Thursday, he said.

Naidu said the state’s average rain-
fall deficit had narrowed from 39% to
27% following the downpour. He added
that 30,000 government officials had been
deployed for relief work.

Around 15,000 electric poles were
uprooted, Naidu said, adding that power
had been restored across the state except
in Konaseema and West Godavari dis-
tricts. Bhimavaram, the headquarters
of West Godavari district, had been
without electricity since Tuesday night.

The chief minister instructed offi-
cials to clear all uprooted trees from
villages by Wednesday night to restore
transport links.

The IMD said rainfall exceeding
200 mm was recorded at several loca-
tions in Anakapalli, Vizianagaram and
Visakhapatnam districts between 8.30
am on October 27 and 4 am on October
28. Kannuripalem in Anakapalli record-
ed the highest rainfall at 261.5 mm, fol-
lowed by KVBR School in Vizianagaram
district at 259.74 mm and the 16th Police
Battalion area in Visakhapatnam at
259.06 mm.

The IMD’s Cyclone Warning
Centre issued a moderate to high
flash flood risk warning for 13 dis-
tricts until 5.30 am on Thursday. The
warning covered Bapatla, Guntur,
NTR, Krishna, Eluru, East Godavari,
Kakinada, Alluri Sitarama Raju,
Visakhapatnam, Vizianagaram,
Anakapalli, Parvathipuram Manyam
and West Godavari districts.

Odisha: Nearly 44,000 evacuated,
heavy rain forecast

Heavy rain and strong winds trig-
gered by Cyclone Arnab uprooted trees
and electric poles, flooded roads and

caused landslides in southern Odisha,
officials said.

Reviewing the situation after the
cyclone crossed the neighbouring
Andhra Pradesh coast, Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi said advance
preparations had helped the state meet
its “zero casualty” objective despite the
damage.

“Though it was initially expected
that the cyclone would make landfall on
Wednesday forenoon, it hit the Andhra
Pradesh coast much earlier, around 2
am. Our early preparations and evacu-
ation saved many lives,” he said.

He warned that Malkangiri could be
affected further as the cyclone moved
across Odisha after causing extensive
damage in Andhra Pradesh.

“The government was focusing on
Ganjam, Gajapati, Rayagada, Koraput,
Malkangiriand Nabarangpur districts,”
he said.

“We have evacuated 43,827 people
to 634 relief centres and are providing
them with essentials such asfood, water
and medicines,” he said, adding that
2,037 relief centres had been kept ready.

Majhi said eight ministers, includ-
ing the two deputy chief ministers, and
seven senior Indian Administrative
Service officers were stationed in affect-
ed districts to monitor the situation.

Schools and anganwadi centres in 16
districts remained closed on Wednesday
because of the cyclone.

Disaster Management Minister
Suresh Pujari said the cyclone had dis-
rupted train services, with more than
50 trains cancelled along the eastern
coast. He said the next 12 hours would
be critical as the impact intensified.

Bhubaneswar airport director
Prasanna Pradhan said flight operations
were largely normal, but a nine-seater
service on the Bhubaneswar-Jeypore-
Visakhapatnam route was cancelled
for the day. Flights from Chennai
and Hyderabad to Bhubaneswar took
alternative routes to avoid the affected
Visakhapatnam airspace, he said.

The Regional Meteorological Centre
in Bhubaneswar said the cyclone had
weakened after crossing the Andhra
Pradesh-Yanam coast but had trig-
gered heavy to extremely heavy rain-
fall across southern Odisha over the
preceding 24 hours.

Mahendragarh in Gajapati district
recorded the highest rainfall at 249.9
mm, followed by Pottangi in Koraput
at 188 mm, Mohana in Gajapati at
168.8 mm, Ganjam at 161.4 mm and
Similiguda in Koraput at 143.1 mm.

North Korea fires missile
barrage toward the sea as
tensions with South rise

WASHINGTON

US officials have told several West
Asian countries and regional allies
to be prepared for potential renewed
military action against Iran after
next week’s midterm elections in the
United States, as well as the possibil-
ity that Iran will attempt to retaliate
against them, according to two diplo-
mats briefed on the matter.

Both of the diplomats spoke on the
condition of anonymity because they
were not authorized to comment about
the sensitive warnings conveyed by
US diplomats and defense officials.

President Donald Trump has not
made a final decision on whether to
carry out new strikes against Iran,
the diplomats stressed. The president,
however, hasrepeatedly said that he is
weighing ordering new military action
once the critical Nov. 3 elections in

the United States are over.

Those threats and the fresh US urg-
ings for allies to prepare for potential
retaliation are putting the region on
alert that a return to major operations
could now be on the horizon.

The White House and US officials
declined to comment.

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi said Wednesday in a post
on X that Tehran “continues to give
diplomacy a chance to succeed” and
is working with mediators to review
ideas that Tehran included in a pro-
posal floated last month, summarily
rejected by Trump, that the Iranians
still want to see used as the basis to
return to a ceasefire.

Meanwhile, the United Arab
Emirates foreign ministry issued a
statement urging the sides to “exercise
wisdom and pursue political solutions
to help contain tensions” and prevent

areturn to full-scale operations in the
war that began in late February.

The US has told regional allies that
the new round of military action could
last for several days, but regional
officials are bracing for Iran and its
proxy groups to retaliate, leading to
afight that could last even longer, the
diplomats said.

The allies have also been urged
by U.S. officials to take precautionary
measures in anticipation that Iran’s
response will include retaliatory
strikes on energy facilities and other
crucial infrastructure.

While the US has not carried
out a strike against Iran since early
September, the situation in West Asia
has become more complicated.

The conflict has spread, with
Iran-backed Houthi rebels carrying
out attacks on Saudi Arabia’s oil infra-
structure and airports. A Saudi-led
coalition has responded with its own
deadly attacks on Houthi-held terri-
tory in Yemen.

The Wall Street Journal reported
earlier on Gulf nations being briefed
to be prepared for potential escalation
by the US.

It’s unclear how soon after
Election Day that the US military
would be ready to potentially resume
strikes.

The Pentagon late last month
deployed the USS Theodore Roosevelt,
along with a series of amphibious
landing ships with Marines aboard
--roughly 9,000 troops in all -- from San
Diego to the Persian Gulf to bolster the
U.S. military in the region.

At the time, one U.S. official said
this deployment could lead to an unu-
sually high naval presence of more
than 20,000 sailors and Marines, as
well as hundreds of aircraft, in the
region, which has only occurred a
handful of times in the last two dec-
ades. The Navy had three carrier
strike groups in the Middle East in

April for the first time since 2003.

Trump, who has focused in
recent weeks on campaigning for
Republicans ahead of the Nov. 3 elec-
tions, has been evasive about what he
plans to do next with Iran.

The war has proved to be a heavy
weight on Republican candidates as
they make their case to voters who
are fatigued by rising gasoline prices,
a byproduct of the war that’s driven
up costs across nearly every sector in
the global economy.

The cost of fighting the Iran war
to American taxpayers has grown to
$47.1 billion, according to the latest
estimate the Pentagon has provided
to Congress.

While campaigning for
Republicans, Trump has consistently
assured voters that the war’s end is
near, while also threatening that a
new round of bombing could be com-
ing once the election passes.

During a campaign stop in
Lubbock, Texas, on Tuesday, Trump
said a conclusive end to the eight-
month-old conflict could be coming “in
a couple of weeks, if you don’t mind.”

“Somebody asked me before, when
will the war in Iran end?” Trump said
earlier in the same address. “I said,
‘Whenever I want it to end.’ It’ll be
very quick, but we have to have it end
properly, with total and complete -- a
total statement, they will never have
anuclear weapon.”

Trump may be looking at a poste-
lection timeline for possible action, but
theregion is on edge that Tehran could
do something provocative before then
--especially if they feel U.S. actions is
imminent, said Jonathan Schanzer,
executive director at the Foundation
for Defense of Democracies, a hawkish
Washington think tank.

“Why would they wait until after
the elections here ... if they could ini-
tiate it and potentially gain the upper
hand?” he said.

SEOUL

North Korea launched a
barrage of ballistic missiles
toward the sea Thursday, South
Korea’s military said, days
after the North threatened to
resume front-line propaganda
loudspeaker broadcasts and
deploy new weapons along the
rivals’ tense border.

The launches also followed
leader Kim Jong Un’s surprise
weekend visit to China, the
North’s main ally and econom-
ic pipeline, to push for greater
cooperation.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs
of Staff said it detected about 10
short-range ballistic missiles
fired from the North’s eastern
costal town of Wonsan. It said
South Korea’s military bol-
stered its surveillance posture
and was closely exchanging
information about the launches
with the U.S. and Japan.

Animosity between the
Koreas have deepened after last

month’s land mine blasts that
injured three South Korean
soldiers. Seoul accused North
Korea of planting mines south
of themilitary demarcationline
that caused the Sept. 21 blasts,
but Pyongyang has denied
responsibility for the explo-
sions and warned of retaliation
if provoked.

Last week, North Korea
said it would restart propa-
ganda broadcasts and deploy
new weapons systems along
the border in protest of what it
called repeated warning shots
by South Korean troops at bor-
der areas. South Korea later
proposed talks on clarifying
the border to prevent acciden-
tal clashes, but North Korea
hasn’t responded.

Thursday’s launches were
the latest in a series of weap-
ons tests by North Korea in
recent weeks, which involved
submarine-launched cruise
missiles and hypersonic mis-
siles. Experts say North Korea

likely aimed to pressure the
U.S. into making bigger con-
cessions as President Donald
Trump expressed his desire to
restore diplomacy with Kim.

On Saturday, Kim visited
the Chinese border city of
Dandong via a newly inaugu-
rated bridge to pay respect at
amemorial marking China’s
support of North Korea during
the 1950-53 Korean War. It was
his sixth visit to China since
taking office in late 2011.

At the memorial, Kim
said North Korea will firmly
carry forward “the invinci-
ble” friendship with China.
Later he met top Chinese
Communist Party official
Wang Huning and reaffirmed
his resolve to develop bilateral
cooperation.

Kim has recently taken
steps to bolster ties with China
after years of prioritizing ties
with Russia by sending troops
and ammunitions to support
its war against Ukraine.
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Manipur Proposes Rs10,000

Annual Incentive for Pony
Owners, Mobile Veterinary

Units Treat 7,205 Cases

he Manipur govern-
ment has proposed
increasing the annual
inancial incentive for
Manipuri Pony owners
to 710,000 per animal
as part of efforts to
conserve the state’s
endangered indigenous breed and
Breserve its centuries-old polo
eritage. )

The proposal comes alongside
the introduction of a Pony Regis-
tration System aimed at system-
atically documenting the animals
and strengthening conservation
measures. The pony population has
reportedly shown an encouraging
increase this year. ]

Dr L. Arunkumar Singh, Direc-
tor of Veterinary and Animal Hus-
bandry, outlined the government’s
initiatives during a press briefing
ogiganlsed by the Directorate of
Information and Public Relations
under its ‘Meet the Press’ series.

.. He said Polo Heritage had been
identified as Manipur’s unique sell-
ing proposition under the regional
development framework reviewed
in coordination with the Ministry
of Development of North Eastern
Region. A joint project focusing on
genetic-based selective breeding
and infrastructure development
has also been a%proved to protect
the indigenous breed.

The state had earmarked ?30
lakh in its annual budget for the
initiative, which previously bene-
fited 1,150 pony owners.

Mobile veterinary units handle
over 7,200 cases .

nghllght;ng the expansion of
doorstep animal healthcare, Dr
Arunkumar said Manipur’s 33 Mo-
bile Veterinary Units had handled
7,205 cases since April 1 this year.

Launched in July 2024, the
service can be accessed through
the toll-free helpline 1962. Of the

total cases
handled,
693 were
KRC resolved
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Fosr i Suctaiatal Tomamow telecon_
Believing you've slept well, sultations
, while field
even when you haven’t, teams
improves performance.

carrid t visits to ddress 6,512

cases.

The State Veterinary Hospital in
Imphal treats between 80 and 100
animal patients daily. Plans are
also underway to install diagnos-
tic X-ray equipment at the facility
to improve veterinary diagnostic
services. ) .

Vaccination drive targets major
animal diseases o

_The department is continuing
disease prevention and control
measures under national pro-
grammes. Under the National An-
imal Disease Control Programme,
which aims to eradicate Foot and
Mouth Disease by 2030, Manipur
has completed seven rounds of
vaccination, with the eighth round
currently underwaif.

The Centre has also apgroved the
strengthening of key border check
posts at Mao and Jiribam. )

Vaccination programmes against
Lumpy Skin Disease, African
Swine Fever, Haemorrhagic Septi-
caemia, Black Quarter and rabies
are continuing under the Assis-
tance to States for Control of Ani-
mal Diseases scheme. .

Insurance, breeding and infra-
structure expansion

. To improve livestock produc-
tivity and protect farmers against
financial losses, 2,456 animals have
been covered under the third phase
of the National Livestock Insur-
ance Scheme since April.

The government has also re-
ceived %pproval to establish a Pig
Semen Processing Unit in con-
sultation with the ICAR-National
Research Centre on Pig in Guwa-
hati. Under the Rashtriya Gokul
Mission, artificial insemination
infrastructure is being expanded,
alongside the deployment of Mul-
tipurpose Artificial Insemination
Technicians in Rural India.

Several infrastructure projects
are being implemented with sup-
port from the North Eastern Coun-
cil and the Rural Infrastructure
Development Fund.

Construction of five modern
slaughterhouses is underway in
Churachandpur, Senapati, Ukhrul,
Imphal East and Imphal West to
improve access to hygienic meat

and strengthen slaughter-
house facilities.

. _The department has com-

pleted a goat farm and is

] %p%radlng the Veterinary

" Fleld Assistant Trainin

Centre at Khumbong. Water

supply improvements, includ-

- | ing borewell facilities, have

_| also been completed at state

| farms in Ningthoukhong and

Lamphelpat.

The government plans to
establish 87 Pashu Aushadhi
A Vikray Kendra pharmacies
| across state, district and block
levels to improve access to
affordable veterinary medi-
| cines.Under the Scheme for
| Special Assistance to States
% for Capital Investment, ?100
crore has been earmarked.
The state has met five of the
| six prescribed eligibility cri-
teria, including digital infra-
structure map%lng through
™ the Bharat Pashudhan and
~ Dairy Bikash portals.
| _The state’s only Liquid

Nitrogen Plant, located at
Porompat, continues to sup-

ort livestock breeding pro-
grammes across Manipur.

Joint Directors Dr T. Bid-

arani Devi and Dr Gojen
ingh, along with Deputy
Director Jairaj Pukhrambam,
were also present at the press
briefing.

UNLOCK YOUR
FUTURE WITH
BRAIN VISION CLASSES

At Brain Vision Classes,
we provide the ultimate
blueprint your books
leave out, featuring:

(Classes VI-X)
» Cutting-edge Online Modules
* Hands-on Practical Training

¢ 1 info@krefoundation.org

www.krcfoundation.org
+9]1 - 9330830083

REGISTER TODAY! https:[bitIy/KRCBrainvision .

SPACE
FOR

YOU
ONLY

Rs. 150/- per day

PLACEMENT

Fresher, job seekers can register
with KRC Placements.Send
resume to -
Heforsuccess@gmail.com

To source candidates, organisation
can contact KRC Placements at
info@krcfoundation.org

For Details Visit:
https://bit.ly/krcplacements

pply here:
https://bit.lyKRCPlacementForm

VOLUNTEERS REGISTERS
@ NEIR 2026

We are looking for
volunteers across NE &
West Bengal Interested
candidates (College
students, youths) can
register at https://
northeastintegrationrally.
in/Volunteer_Registration.
aspxor, send an email:
neintegrationrally@gmail.
com

BUSINESS

DIRECTORY

Business establishments, educational
institutions, individual service pro-
iders etc. can enlist themselves or
dvertise their products or services a
he most reasonable cost in InfoCom
Diary. Send your details to InfoCom
lutions at: infocom.krc@gmail.com
ubmit Here: https://bit.ly

InfoComDiaryForm

Students can ap?lly for a three-
months internship with KRC
Foundation. During the internship
the student can qet an opportu-
nity to work on alive project. On
successful completion the stu-
dent is awarded a certificate.
Apply to 5E for Success:
eforsuccess@gmail.com
For Details Visit:

https://bit.ly/krcstudentinternship
or

www.krcfoundation.org/prod-
ucts-services/training-develop-
ment-5e-for-success/internship

NE INDIA
WRITING STAR

CONTEST

Participate in NE India Writing Star
Contest and get your writings published.
Eligibility: From Class VI onwards. Each
participants receives a digital panicipa@-J
ion certificates. Send articles at: info
krcfoundation.org
For Details Visit:
https://bit.ly/NEIndiaWritingStarContest
krcfoundation.org/campaigns-csr,
ne-india-writing-star-contest

To engage with KRC TIMES,
please use the following e-mails
and WhatsApp Nos:
For News: krctimes@gmail.com
WP: 8721838313
r Advertisement: info@krcfoun-
dation.org / WP: 9330830083
For Subscription:krctimes@gmail.
com/ WP: 8721838313
Editor: biswadeep.gupta@gmail.
com/ WP: 8721838313

Published by KRC Foundation.H.No. 15, Old Kalibari Road, Malugram, Silchar, Assam 788002. Editor-in-chief: Biswadeep Gupta. Tel: 8721838313, e-mail: krctimes@gmail.com www.krctimes.com



KRC TIMES
E-COPY

Daily NE Edition

STAY ENRICHED

Why e-paper
ABOUT US et the mast of the day's news, information

e P YL e insights, et that can be processed quickly
KRC TIMES is a journalistic initiative from Evary BVENing

KRC Foundation wherea we follow our core

philosophy of Connecting the Clean jBLIFT'IE"SI'I"I
unconnected We cater to the untold and KRC TIMES e-copy. ie & sincere efforts to
unheard stories with an aim to reach the provide non-bissed rews and Information
last mile.
For Whom
HHE TEHEE E-EDPT Students, youths, entreprencurs, parents &
: iy professionals ..,
NE India Edition
s 5 F'EIgE B-Copy |:IU|:I|]5|1EI:| BVEry send yaur number te get your copy
_ Whatslpp: 37216368313
evening

g-mbll; e cirmse sEgmailcom
* Front Page, Editorial, Reglonal,
Mational & SEs/Advertorials

ribe @ Rs.300 for 365 Days

CONTACT Us
+31-8721838513




S

KRC

FOUNDATION

Presents

North -.f‘lntegration
East Rally

v
Peace  Progress | Prosperity

o ertmg Star
- Contest

| 5 BROAD TOPICS |
"I can shake off everything as I write;

MAY-NOV 2026

DIGITAL PARTICIPATION CERTIFICATE
THE SELECTED ARTICLE WILL BE PUBLISHED ON
WWW.KRCTIMES.COM

TOPICS

INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT OF NER (ROADS, RAILS,
AVIATION, HYDROPOWER & SECURITY)
PROMOTING TOURISM, MSME, AGRO & HORTICULTURE, ACT EAST
DIPLOMACY
DISASTER MANAGEMENT, ADVENTURE SPORTS & CLIMATE CHANGE
ART & CULTURE, THEATRE, CINEMA, MEDIA & ENTERTAINMENT
5E FOR SUCCESS- PROMOTING EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT,
EMPLOYABILITY, ENTREPRENEURSHIP & EMOTIONAL
INTELLIGENCE

my sorrows disappear, my courage is
reborn."

~ Anne Frank

Open to Students from Class VI to Senior Citizens, divided into 5 categories+topics

Each entry will receive a digital participation certificate
There is NO fee for participation

The selected entry will be published on www.krctimes.com

email articles: info@krcfoundation.org
5 categories: A- Class- VI, VII, VIII |B- Class- IX, X, XI, XII |C-College & PG

Students | D- Working Class & Homemaker |E- Retired & Senior Citizen (60+)

FOR RULES AND DETAILS, PLEASE VISIT www.krcfoundation.org
https://bit.ly/NEIndiaWritingStarContest e-mail articles at: info@krcfoundation.org




NOMINATE YOUR
FAVOURITE

TEACHER

YOUR VOICE.
YOUR VOTE.

__________ Celebrating and Honouring the Educators
who Inspire, Empower and Transform

Nominations are open for

North East Integration Rally
Teacher Excellence Award

202621

Who Can Nominate?

Students | Schools | Parents | Citizen | Self Nominate

Scan the QR & Fill the Google farm

nttps:/fbit.ly/NEIRTEA www.krcfoundation.org




