
GUWAHATI

Assam has secured the second position 
in India for access to essential medi-
cines across public healthcare institu-
tions, Chief Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma said on October 6, citing the 
state’s performance under the Essen-
tial Drugs List (EDL). 

Sarma made the statement on social 
media while responding to Health Min-
ister Ashok Singhal, who highlighted 
Assam’s national ranking in access to 
essential medicines.

Calling it a significant milestone 
for the state’s healthcare sector, Sarma 
said the key priority was ensuring that 
medicines reach patients when they 
need them.

“A proud moment for Assam’s 
healthcare journey,” Sarma said.

Assam provides essential medi-
cines free of cost through the National 
Health Mission at government health 
institutions. The state has also main-
tained a state-level Essential Drugs 
List covering medicines required at 
different levels of public healthcare. 

The state’s drug procurement sys-
tem has been centralised through the 
Assam Medical Services Corporation 
Limited (AMSCL), with the aim of im-

proving procurement efficiency, quali-
ty assurance and continuity of supply.

The centralised procurement mod-
el was also highlighted in the Union 
Health Ministry’s Best Practices Com-
pendium 2026. The document said the 
system was introduced to address 
problems including stock-outs, pro-
curement delays and fragmented pur-
chasing, while improving transparen-
cy and quality assurance. 

Under the system, drug procure-
ment is carried out through e-procure-
ment, while suppliers are required to 
meet specified quality standards. The 
model also includes arrangements in-
tended to ensure uninterrupted sup-
plies of medicines to public health fa-
cilities. 

The National Health Mission’s Free 
Drugs Service is aimed at reducing 
the financial burden on patients by 
making essential medicines available 
free of cost at government health fa-
cilities. Assam’s programme covers 
public healthcare institutions across 
the state. 

Sarma congratulated officials of the 
health department and others involved 
in the programme, and called for the 
momentum to be maintained.

The development comes as Assam 
continues to strengthen its public 
health supply chain, with the state 
also undertaking fresh procurement 
of medicines under its EDL and State 
Drugs List. A recent Assam govern-
ment tender, for instance, covers the 
procurement of 21 drugs through a 
rate-contract system. 

BJP wins 32 wards in Silchar civic poll, 
NDA set to form first corporation board

Pradyot Debbarma 
to step away from 
active politics after 
village poll victory

NEW DELHI

Peace efforts in the Northeast, in-
cluding political dialogue, reha-
bilitation of insurgent cadres and 
development initiatives, have been 
highlighted by the Union Cabinet as 
an important part of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s approach to na-
tional security and governance.

The Cabinet passed a resolution 
congratulating Modi on completing 
25 years of continuous leadership 
as head of government. The res-
olution listed peace efforts in the 
Northeast among the key elements 
of his broader record on security, 
alongside measures to tackle Left 
Wing Extremism and other forms 
of violence.

According to the resolution, 
the government’s approach to 
insurgency in the Northeast has 
combined security measures with 
negotiations, rehabilitation and 
development, reflecting an effort 
to address conflicts that have per-

sisted in parts of the region for de-
cades.

The Cabinet said the strategy 
has increasingly moved beyond a 

purely security-focused response, 
with political dialogue and peace 
agreements being accompanied 
by efforts to improve connectivity, 

public services and economic op-
portunities.

The resolution linked improve-
ments in the security situation with 
development, arguing that greater 
stability can create conditions for 
investment and strengthen public 
confidence.Connectivity has also 
been identified as a major compo-
nent of the government’s North-
east strategy, with infrastructure 
projects aimed at improving the 
movement of people and goods and 
integrating the region more closely 
with the national economy.

The Cabinet’s resolution placed 
these efforts within a wider na-
tional security framework, under 
which the government has sought 
to address violence while pursuing 
longer-term political and develop-
mental solutions.

The resolution also highlighted 
the role of dialogue and rehabilita-
tion in addressing insurgency, say-
ing negotiations with armed groups 
were aimed at finding lasting po-

litical solutions to longstanding 
conflicts.The Cabinet’s assessment 
comes as the government marks 
Modi’s 25 years as head of govern-
ment, beginning with his tenure as 
Gujarat Chief Minister in October 
2001 and followed by his tenure as 
Prime Minister since 2014.

Beyond security, the resolution 
cited reforms such as the Goods 
and Services Tax, changes in wel-
fare delivery and the replacement 
of colonial-era laws as examples of 
major policy initiatives during Mo-
di’s tenure. It also referred to cam-
paigns promoting cleanliness, digi-
tal payments and local products as 
efforts aimed at encouraging public 
participation in governance and re-
form.

The Cabinet resolution ultimate-
ly presents peace, development 
and connectivity in the Northeast 
as interconnected elements of the 
government’s broader approach to 
national security and regional de-
velopment.

GUWAHATI
Dibang in Arunachal Pradesh, 
Shillong and Guwahati are among 
the areas in Northeast India fac-
ing the highest potential levels of 
earthquake shaking, according to 
a new study that has highlighted 
the region’s complex seismic and 
geological conditions.

The study found that Imphal, 
Itanagar, Agartala and Kohi-
ma have moderate earthquake 
hazard, while Aizawl recorded 
comparatively lower estimated 
ground shaking.

The research team was led by 
Ranjit Das of Universidad Católi-
ca del Norte, Chile, a former UNE-
SCO expert in earthquake hazard 
modelling, and included research-
ers from IIT-Bombay.

The researchers used Proba-
bilistic Seismic Hazard Analysis 
(PSHA), a widely used method 
for estimating the likelihood and 
intensity of future earthquake 
ground motion and one that is 
used in developing seismic build-
ing codes.According to the study, 
peak ground acceleration (PGA), 
a measure of the intensity of 
earthquake shaking, was estimat-
ed at 0.908 g near Dibang, 0.893 g in 
Shillong and 0.811 g in Guwahati.

Itanagar, Imphal, Kohima 
and Agartala recorded estimated 
values between 0.61 g and 0.70 g, 
while Aizawl recorded 0.57 g.

The researchers also used the 
Das Magnitude Scale instead of 
the conventional moment magni-
tude scale, arguing that the latter 
can introduce significant inac-
curacies for earthquakes below 
magnitude 7.5.

Using a catalogue of 9,968 
earthquakes, the study found that 
the conventional scale generated 
ground-motion estimates up to 
40 per cent higher than those ob-
tained using the Das Magnitude 
Scale at the 475-year hazard lev-
el, particularly for medium-sized 
earthquakes.

Das said the assessment also 
points to the limitations of avail-
able earthquake records in the 
region.

“Our study found relatively 
lower estimated ground shaking 
along the Himalayan plate bound-
ary segment between the 1987 and 
1950 earthquake epicentres, part-
ly because the available earth-
quake record is limited,” he said.

He added that ground shak-
ing approaching 1 g in the region 
would not be unexpected, citing 
the severe shaking recorded 
during the 1950 Assam earth-
quake, which was associated with 
a shallow focal depth.

“The level of earthquake risk 
is not determined by the strength 
of an earthquake alone. Soil and 
rock can greatly increase or re-
duce shaking,” Das said.

The study identified differenc-
es in local geological conditions as 
an important factor in assessing 
earthquake risk.

Guwahati and Tezpur, locat-
ed on soft alluvial deposits of the 
Brahmaputra Basin, could face 
amplified shaking and possible 
liquefaction during a major earth-
quake. Liquefaction occurs when 
water-saturated soil temporarily 
loses its strength under intense 
shaking.

GUWAHATI
Assam Rifles rifleman V Teja from 
Odisha’s Rayagada district died 
after sustaining a gunshot wound 
while on operational duty in Naga-
land, two days before his 31st birth-
day.

Teja, who joined the armed forc-
es in 2022, was serving with the 15th 
Assam Rifles. His mortal remains 
were brought to Rayagada on Tues-
day, where hundreds of people gath-
ered to pay their last respects.

A motorcycle rally was organ-
ised in his honour, with the pro-
cession beginning around 10 km 
from Rayagada. Hundreds of people 
joined the rally, which included 
fireworks, DJ music and chants 
in memory of the soldier.Teja was 
scheduled to celebrate his birthday 
on October 7. He was also expected 
to return home for Diwali ahead of 
his wedding, which was planned 
for December.Naib Subedar Ravin-
dra Kumar Naik of the 15th Assam 
Rifles accompanied Teja’s mortal 
remains to Rayagada. He said his 
responsibility was to hand over the 
body to the soldier’s family, while 
details of the incident would become 
clearer after the post-mortem exam-
ination.

Teja’s maternal uncle said the 
family had been informed that he 

died in the line of duty after suffer-
ing a gunshot injury.His death left 
his parents and other relatives dev-
astated. Neighbours and residents 
gathered outside the family home 
to pay their respects as the mortal 
remains arrived in the district.

In an act of organ donation, Teja 
had reportedly pledged around two 
years ago to donate his organs after 
death. Following his death, a local 
hospital collected and preserved his 
organs in accordance with his wish-
es.His mortal remains were flown 
by helicopter to Visakhapatnam 
and later transported by ambulance 
to Rayagada.The district adminis-
tration is preparing to pay tribute 
to the soldier on Thursday morning. 
His funeral rites are scheduled to 
begin at 7 am.Odisha Chief Minis-
ter Mohan Charan Majhi expressed 
grief over Teja’s death and paid trib-
ute to his service and sacrifice.

Leader of Opposition Naveen 
Patnaik also condoled his death, 
describing the soldier’s courage and 
sacrifice as a matter of pride for Odi-
sha and the country.

Teja’s death comes days after an 
ambush near the India-Myanmar 
border in Arunachal Pradesh on 
September 29, in which Havildar 
Jankhokai Kuki was killed and four 
others were injured.

Another day, another win for 
@BJP4Assam! The people of Silchar 
have given us a thumping majority in the 
Silchar Municipal Corporation elections, 
held through BALLOT PAPER.This 
victory reaffirms people’s faith in the 
leadership of Adarniya @narendramodi
 ji and his vision of urban governance for 
a Viksit Bharat.
I bow before the people of Silchar for 
this resounding mandate and reiterate our 
promise to make Silchar one of Assam’s 
foremost cities.  ~ Dr. Himanta 
Biswa Sarma, CM, Assam

Assam Rifles jawan dies of 
gunshot wound in Nagaland

 Shillong, Guwahati 
among Northeast areas 

facing highest earthquake 
shaking risk: Study

Assam ranks 
second nationally in 
access to essential 
medicines: Himanta

Northeast peace process a key part of 
Modi govt’s security strategy: Cabinet
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WHO SAID WHAT 

GUWAHATI

Packaged drinking water units in Guwahati have 
come under scrutiny over alleged hygiene lapses and 
regulatory violations after a facility in Kahilipara was 
inspected following a complaint from local residents.

The issue came to light after a video purportedly 
showing unhygienic conditions at a packaged drink-
ing water facility in the area went viral on social me-
dia.

A team of the Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra Pari-
shad (AJYCP), led by Sukumar Barman, subsequently 
inspected the ‘Raunak’ packaged drinking water facil-
ity.

Barman alleged that the premises and water tank-
ers were being maintained in poor hygienic condi-
tions and claimed that the operators failed to produce 
mandatory licences and certificates when asked to 
furnish the documents.

“We received a complaint from local residents 
and inspected the establishment. What we found was 
alarming - the water tankers and the premises were in 
a filthy condition, raising serious questions about the 
hygiene standards being maintained while packaging 
drinking water,” Barman said.

He further claimed that the facility could not pro-
duce even a Guwahati Municipal Corporation (GMC) 
trade licence, along with required certifications from 
agencies including the Food Safety and Standards 
Authority of India (FSSAI) and the Bureau of Indian 
Standards (BIS).

“The employees were repeatedly asked to produce 
the licences and certificates required to operate the 
business, but they could not show us even a single doc-
ument,” Barman said.

Get all the latest and updated news 
of today in the evening. For 
subcribing to this e-paper contact 
at -8721838313

Guwahati packaged water units 
under scanner over hygiene, 
licence violations

PERSPECTIVE 

SILCHAR

The BJP is set to lead the first elected 
board of the Silchar Municipal Corpora-
tion after winning 32 of the 42 wards in the 
civic body’s maiden election.

The BJP, along with its ally Asom 
Gana Parishad (AGP), secured 34 wards 
in all, comfortably crossing the halfway 
mark of 21. The AGP won two wards, 
while the Congress secured two and Inde-
pendents emerged victorious in six.

The BJP had already won Wards 9 and 
20 uncontested before polling, giving the 
party an early advantage in the corpora-
tion.

Counting began at 8 a.m. on Tuesday 
at the ISTT complex in Ramnagar under 
tight security and was completed later in 
the evening.

Among the BJP winners were Saurav 
Kumar Nath in Ward 2, Dolly Das in Ward 
3, Shibani Rani Das in Ward 4, Dipak Das 
in Ward 5, Kanchan Deb in Ward 6, Rad-
ha Rani Rabidas in Ward 7 and Mahitosh 
Mandal in Ward 8.

Other BJP candidates who won includ-
ed Sandhya Das, Abhishek Chakraborty, 
Ranu Das, Pradyut Kumar Pal, Pratiksha 
Deb, Papli Karmakar, Ataur Rahman 
Laskar, Joy Das, Sumana Das, Paromita 

Chanda Gupta, Chandrima Deb and Pu-
lak Das, among others.

In Ward 17, BJP candidate and district 
Minority Morcha president Ataur Rah-
man Laskar registered a win.

The AGP won Wards 16 and 26, with 
Sabina Yasmin Barbhuiya and Mia Khan 
emerging victorious respectively.

The Congress retained two wards. 
Sakshi Banik won Ward 30, while Ra-
jshree Goala secured Ward 41.

The Independents also made their 
presence felt, winning six wards. Hashim 
Uddin Barbhuiya won Ward 1, Dhruvajy-
oti Das Ward 19, Hanifa Begum Ward 24, 
Lovely Begum Majumdar Ward 25, Sam-

pa Deb Roy Dhar Ward 29 and Biswatosh 
Nag Ward 42.

The BJP had sought recounts in Wards 
29 and 30. The recounts did not change 
the outcome, with Sampa Deb Roy Dhar 
retaining Ward 29 and Sakshi Banik hold-
ing Ward 30.

Election officials said additional votes 
were found in favour of the respective 
winning candidates during the recount, 
but the margins initially declared would 
remain the official margins for the pur-
pose of declaring the results.

A recount was also sought in Ward 41 
after Congress candidate Rajshree Goala 
was declared elected. The seat remained 
with the Congress following the recount.

The election was the first civic poll for 
Silchar since the town was upgraded to a 
municipal corporation in 2022. The result 
gives the BJP-led alliance a clear majority 
in the 42-member corporation.

The six victories by Independents, 
however, also highlighted the role of local 
candidates and ward-level factors in the 
corporation’s first electoral contest.

With the BJP and AGP together con-
trolling 34 wards, the ruling alliance is 
now in a position to constitute the first 
elected board of the Silchar Municipal 
Corporation.

Daydreaming is said to help people 
focus on what they want in life.

 AGARTALA

TIPRA Motha founder Pradyot Kishore 
Manikya Debbarma has announced that 
he will step away from active politics after 
next month, days after his party recorded a 
sweeping performance in Tripura’s Village 
Committee elections.

Debbarma said health and the personal 
toll of his political journey had influenced 
his decision, but made it clear that leav-
ing active politics would not mean with-
drawing from public life. He said he would 
continue to speak on issues affecting the 
people of Tripura and remain available 
whenever his intervention was needed.

His announcement came after TIPRA 
Motha secured 3,428 of the 4,594 seats 
contested in elections to 587 Village 
Committees under the Tripura Tribal 
Areas Autonomous District Council. 
The polls were held after a gap of nearly 
a decade.

Debbarma said the election result 
should be seen as a victory for the people 
rather than any individual or political 
party. He also urged the newly elected rep-
resentatives to work honestly and remain 
connected with people at the grassroots.

The TIPRA Motha founder linked his 
political journey to the demand for greater 
rights and constitutional safeguards for 
Tripura’s indigenous population. He said 
his objective had been to bring different 
groups together under a common plat-
form and give greater political voice to 
the Tiprasa community.

The Tiprasa Accord remains central 
to his political message even as he pre-
pares to step away. Debbarma has urged 
the Centre and the Tripura government 
to begin implementing the commitments 
made under the 2024 agreement, includ-
ing measures relating to the political, 
constitutional, land, language, education 
and socio-economic rights of indigenous 
people.
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
“People and things do not upset us. 

Rather, we upset ourselves by believing 
that they can upset us.” ~ Albert Ellis

S
witzerland’s President Guy Parmelin’s se-
cond visit to India this year is more than a di-
plomatic repeat. It signals that a relationship 
long associated with trade, investment and fi-
nance is acquiring a broader strategic dimen-
sion. But as New Delhi and Bern celebrate a 

year of the India-EFTA trade agreement, the more im-
portant question is not how many agreements have been 
signed, but how much they are delivering.

The visit, which began on Monday, coincides with 
the first anniversary of the Trade and Economic Part-
nership Agreement (TEPA) between India and the 
European Free Trade Association (EFTA), comprising 
Switzerland, Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein. The 
immediate agenda is built around what India’s Ministry 
of External Affairs calls the ”3Ts” - trade, technology and 
talent.

The framework is sensible. But it needs a fourth T: 
tracking.

TEPA carries an ambitious investment commitment: 
$100 billion from the four EFTA countries over 15 years, 
including $50 billion during the first decade, with the 
potential to generate one million direct jobs. Parme-
lin’s participation in the second India-EFTA Prosperity 
Summit therefore provides an opportunity not merely 
to celebrate the agreement, but to examine its first-year 
performance.

That distinction matters. Large investment numbers 
announced at the governmental level ultimately have to 
translate into decisions by companies, factories, labora-
tories, infrastructure projects and employment. Govern-
ments can negotiate the framework; businesses determi-
ne whether the framework works.

There are encouraging signs that the India-Switzer-
land relationship is moving beyond conventional com-
merce. The two countries have expanded cooperation 
in migration and mobility, including longer-duration 
multiple-entry visas and renewable student permits. A 
young professionals’ exchange programme is intended 
to deepen people-to-people links. Cooperation is also 
expanding into electric mobility, ropeways, tunnelling 
and the circular economy.

Defence exchanges, defence manufacturing and 
nuclear energy have also emerged as areas of potential 
cooperation. Artificial intelligence provides another im-
portant avenue. India and Switzerland have maintained 
high-level engagement on AI, while Switzerland is sche-
duled to host the global AI summit in 2027.

The relationship has the advantage of history. India 
and Switzerland have maintained cordial ties since In-
dependence, with India’s non-alignment and Switzer-
land’s neutrality providing a relatively uncomplicated 
diplomatic foundation. Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Parmelin have met twice this year - in New Delhi in 
February and in Geneva in June.

Yet economic realities demand a more searching as-
sessment.

India’s trade with Switzerland remains heavily tilted 
in one direction. In 2024-25, India imported goods worth 
about $21.8 billion from Switzerland while exports stood 
at roughly $1.47 billion. Swiss direct investment in India 
reached $10.87 billion between April 2000 and June 2025, 
while more than 330 Swiss companies operate in the 
country.

Swiss investment is already visible in Indian infra-
structure and technology. A subsidiary of Zurich Air-
port operates Noida International Airport, while Swiss 
technology has contributed to the Varanasi ropeway 
project. Such examples demonstrate the possibilities of 
combining Swiss technological expertise with India’s in-
frastructure and consumer-market scale.

But there are also reminders that economic diploma-
cy cannot run entirely on goodwill.

Switzerland’s suspension of the most-favoured-nati-
on clause in its tax treaty with India from January 2025, 
following the Indian Supreme Court’s Nestlé ruling, 
exposed the importance of tax certainty for cross-border 
investment. Investors require not only access to markets 
but also predictable rules under which capital can ope-
rate.

This is where the fourth T becomes important.
India and EFTA should establish a transparent an-

nual mechanism to track the implementation of TEPA. 
Investment commitments should be measured against 
actual investment flows. Announced projects should be 
followed through to implementation. Employment pro-
mises should be quantified. Visa and mobility arrange-
ments should be assessed by actual usage. Sectoral co-
operation should be evaluated not merely by the number 
of memoranda signed but by projects completed.

Such tracking would also help address a fundamental 
problem with headline investment targets: governments 
can announce ambitions, but companies ultimately deci-
de where to put their money.

For India, the message is equally clear. If it wants 
Swiss and wider European capital to scale up, it must 
continue to improve the conditions under which invest-
ment takes place - predictable taxation, regulatory clari-
ty, faster approvals, efficient infrastructure and greater 
policy consistency.

Parmelin has described his visit as a ”stepping sto-
ne”. That is an apt description. The India-Switzerland 
relationship has already accumulated diplomatic good-
will, commercial links and a growing list of new areas 
of cooperation.

The next stage should be about delivery.
The success of the partnership should therefore not 

be measured by the number of summits, declarations or 
memoranda exchanged. It should be visible in invest-
ment actually arriving, factories being established, te-
chnologies being transferred, students and professionals 
moving more easily, and jobs being created.

The first three Ts provide the ambition. The fourth - 
tracking - can provide accountability.

And that may ultimately determine whether the In-
dia-Swiss partnership is remembered for the promises 
made in conference rooms or for the economic opportu-
nities that emerged beyond them.
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Why reopen a case from 
2006 now?  

Because a fresh petition has 
raised serious questions about 
the KSTP matter, the death 
of project manager Lee See 
Been, and what happened to 
the earlier inquiry.  

I have asked Vigilance to 
examine the record and 
proceed according to law.  

The truth must come out.  
~  Ramesh Chennithala,  
Minister for Home Affairs, 
Vigilance and Coir , 
Government of Kerala

India-
Swiss ties 

DIGITAL WAR OF WORDS

DR D.K. GIRI

The world is moving towards a mul-
tipolar order. External Affairs Min-
ister S. Jaishankar said this in an 
interview he gave in New York last 
week on the sidelines of the United 
Nations General Assembly. This is 
not the first time Jaishankar has 
spoken of the emergence of such a 
world order. Whether at the Raisi-
na Dialogue, Munich or previously 
in New York, he has been one of the 
most vocal proponents of the con-
cept. I have disagreed with the Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister’s theoretical 
interpretation several times in this 
column and on television. I would 
like to do so once again because nei-
ther history nor the current balance 
of global power supports the idea of a 
multipolar world.

First, let us understand what 
he actually said. Historically, the 
world has remained divided into 
two camps, whether during the First 
World War, the Second World War, 
the Cold War or even the era of glo-
balisation. The last phase needs 
some elaboration because the divi-
sion of power blocs was less obvious 
than before and international pow-
er appeared to be more dispersed. 
In addition, US President Donald 
Trump has pursued a disruptive 
foreign policy during his second 
term. It is possible that these two 
developments have led Jaishankar 
to believe that the world is moving 
towards multipolarity. In New York, 
he said, “Countries are adjusting to 
a changing America, and also recali-
brating their relationships with Chi-
na amid the breakdown of old trade 
assumptions.”Jaishankar based his 
argument on the idea that national 
governments are looking to reduce 
risks by diversifying their partner-
ships. He described this adjustment 
as a response to a more competi-
tive international environment. 
He made these comments against 
the backdrop of a proposed summit 
between Trump and Xi Jinping in 
Busan. According to him, the two 
largest economies are competing on 
the one hand while also cooperat-
ing on the other. He added that this 
competition leaves limited room for 
consensus between the two on global 
affairs.

Jaishankar made an important 
strategic observation that countries 
are looking beyond the rivalry be-
tween the two major powers, seek-
ing new partners and trying to pro-
tect themselves from disruptions. 
He also described contemporary 

geopolitics as a paradox of diploma-
cy - intense competition between 
countries alongside deep economic 
interdependence.

This description is correct. The 
conclusion drawn from it is not.

I am somewhat surprised that 
Jaishankar is not actually pointing 
to any new development in inter-

national relations that would lead 
towards a multipolar world or-
der. What he describes - countries 
spreading risk, diversifying their 
options and seeking new partners 
- is the oldest grammar of foreign 
policy. This is not multipolarity; it 
is multi-alignment. And the two are 
not the same thing.

Even in the past, when the world 
was divided into two camps, coun-
tries formed various alliances to 
pursue their national interests. Con-
sider the major regional groupings: 
the European Union in 1957/1993, 
the Organisation of African Uni-
ty in 1963, ASEAN in 1967, the Gulf 
Cooperation Council in 1981, the 
Organisation of American States in 
1948 and SAARC in 1985. Yet, when it 
came to security, the decisive choic-
es were made by only two camps 
- Washington and Moscow. Coun-
tries could trade with many nations, 
but the ultimate security guarantee 
came from one side or the other.

Why was that so? Because the 
measure of a pole is not how many 
friends you have. The real measure 
is who can provide security, a re-
serve currency, advanced technol-
ogy at scale and veto power at the 
United Nations. In this sense, histo-
ry has never truly witnessed multi-
polarity.

During the First World War, there 
were two camps: the Triple Entente 
and the Triple Alliance. During the 
Second World War, it was the Allies 
versus the Axis powers. During the 
Cold War, it was NATO versus the 
Warsaw Pact. Even the so-called un-
ipolar era from 1991 to 2017 was, in 
reality, a disguised form of bipolar-
ity - the United States and its allies 
on one side and the rest of the world 
on the other, many of them unhappy 
with American dominance but un-
able to balance it.

Globalisation certainly dispersed 
economic power. It enabled China 
to rise, India to grow and countries 
such as Türkiye, Brazil and Indone-
sia to assert themselves more strong-
ly. But it did not disperse strategic 
power.At present, the formation of 
two power blocs is clearly visible. 
On one side are the United States 
and Europe through NATO, along 
with Washington’s Indo-Pacific al-
lies - Japan, South Korea, Australia 
and the Philippines. On the other is 
the China-Russia-Iran-North Korea 
axis, with Pakistan aligned with it at 
varying levels and some Gulf coun-
tries appearing as transactional 
partners. This could be described as 
the CRINK axis.

Look at any theatre of conflict. In 

Ukraine, it is NATO versus Russia, 
with China, Iran and North Korea 
providing logistical support to Mos-
cow. In the Taiwan Strait, the Unit-
ed States and Japan are on one side 
and China on the other, with Russia 
backing Beijing. In West Asia, the 
US-Israel-Europe combination faces 
the Iran-Russia-China axis. In tech-

nology, the US-led semiconductor 
alliance stands against China’s Belt 
and Road network. On the currency 
front, there are attempts to promote 
yuan-ruble trade as an alternative to 
the dollar-euro system.

This is not multipolarity. It is 
classical bipolarity with more noise.

It is a different matter that Donald 
Trump, under his “MAGA” - Make 
America Great Again - strategy, is 
shaking up or unsettling existing 
US alliances. His tariff wars against 
Europe, Canada and Japan, his 
questions about Article 5 of NATO, 
his transactional approach towards 
Ukraine, and his tendency to praise 
Xi Jinping one day and threaten Chi-
na with 100 per cent tariffs the next 
- all these developments create an 
impression of fragmentation.

But this is merely a deviation in 
the behaviour of one leader, not a 
structural transformation of the sys-
tem.

Alliances built on shared expe-
riences, shared democratic values, 
intelligence frameworks such as the 
Five Eyes and 75 years of military 
interoperability will not suddenly 
disappear. Institutions are more du-
rable than individuals.

At the same time, while Trump 
may be sharp in his rhetoric, his 
actions have been less dramatic. He 
has neither withdrawn the United 
States from NATO nor pulled troops 
out of Japan, nor has he recognised 
Chinese sovereignty over Taiwan. 
Therefore, a world order shaped by 
two major power blocs continues to 
exist.

There is another weakness in the 
argument for multipolarity. To qual-
ify as a pole, powers must be broadly 
comparable. Is India a pole today? Is 
Brazil a pole? Is Türkiye a pole? Let 
us be honest.

A pole must possess three quali-
ties: sufficient economic weight to 
offer an alternative market, suffi-
cient military weight to provide an 
alternative security arrangement, 
and sufficient moral and ideological 
weight to offer an alternative model.

The United States possesses all 
three. China possesses two - econom-
ic and military strength - although 
its ideological model remains con-
tested. Europe has economic and 
ideological weight, but it has effec-
tively entrusted its security to the 
United States.

India, despite its rapid growth 
rate, is still an economy of roughly $4 
trillion. It remains dependent on the 
US dollar system, Russian weapons 
and American technology, as well as 
remittances from the Gulf countries.

We are a balancing power, a swing 
power and a bridge power. All these 
are useful descriptions, but they do 
not make us a pole.

To call oneself a pole is to mistake 
aspiration for capability. That is not 
foreign policy; it is astrology.

Therefore, Jaishankar’s repeat-
ed emphasis on multi-alignment 

and multipolarity does not stand up 
to scrutiny. As mentioned earlier, 
multi-alignment is a basic necessity 
of foreign policy for any country.

Nehru practised it. Indira Gandhi 
did it. Vajpayee did it. Manmohan 
Singh did it. Modi is pursuing it 
more actively.

India is part of the Quad as well 
as the SCO, of I2U2 as well as BRICS, 
and maintains relations with Israel 
as well as Palestine. This is smart 
diplomacy.

But multipolarity is a desire, not 
an existential reality. It is an ide-
alistic hope that the world should 
become multipolar so that India 
gets more strategic space. But wish-
ing for something does not make it 

happen.India’s interest, therefore, 
lies not in prematurely declaring 

the arrival of multipolarity, but in 
strengthening its own capabilities so 
that if bipolarity eventually breaks 
down, India can genuinely emerge 
as a pole - economically self-reliant, 
militarily self-sufficient and ideolog-
ically pluralistic.

Until then, we should call the 
world what it is.

Jaishankar Repeats the Case 
for Multipolarity

How Practical Is the Concept?
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Quest!
Dogs can see sadness in humans and 
often attempt to make their owners happy 
by initiating cuddling.

SILCHAR

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma  took aim at the Congress after 
the BJP-led NDA secured a clear major-
ity in the first Silchar Municipal Corpo-
ration election, saying the opposition 
party “loses even with ballot papers”.

Speaking in Guwahati, Sarma said 
the Congress’s electoral performance 
remained weak despite the civic polls 
being conducted through paper ballots.

“The Congress loses even with ballot 
papers; in fact, the Congress loses by an 
even wider margin with ballot papers,” 
Sarma said.

The BJP-led NDA won 34 of the 42 
seats in the Silchar Municipal Corpora-
tion election. The BJP secured 32 seats, 
while its ally Asom Gana Parishad 
(AGP) won two.

The Congress managed to win two 

seats, while Independent candidates se-
cured six seats.

Polling for the civic body was held 
on October 3 using ballot papers, mark-
ing a departure from the electronic vot-
ing machines used in Assembly and Lok 
Sabha elections.The BJP has sought 
recounting in two wards. Ward 29 was 
won by an Independent candidate, 
while the Congress emerged victorious 
in Ward 30.The election marked the first 
elected civic body for Silchar since the 
town was upgraded to a municipal cor-
poration in 2022.

The results also gave the BJP-led 
alliance control of the newly constitut-
ed civic body, with the party now set to 
lead the municipal corporation’s admin-
istration.

 Assam BJP president Dilip Saikia 
on October 6 claimed that the BJP-led 
NDA had secured 34 of the 42 wards in 

the first Silchar Municipal Corporation 
election, saying the result reflected vot-
ers’ support for the BJP and the state 
government’s development agenda.

Speaking to media as the civic poll 
results emerged, Saikia said the final 
results were still being formally an-
nounced but maintained that the NDA 
had won 34 seats.

“Out of 42 wards, Silchar Municipal 
Corporation has won 34 seats in the 
NDA,” Saikia said.

He claimed the election result 
showed a decline in the Congress’s in-
fluence in Silchar and said the party 
had been reduced to a limited presence 
in the civic body.

Saikia also hit out at the Congress 
over its allegations against the BJP dur-
ing the election campaign, saying the 
opposition party had been “trapped in 
its own trap”.

According to the Assam BJP chief, 
the mandate demonstrated voters’ faith 
in the BJP and the development agenda 
associated with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma.

“The people’s faith in Dr Himanta 
Biswa Sarma and the work he does on 
the issues of the people has won,” Saikia 
said.

He further said the people of Silchar 
had “blessed” the BJP through their 
electoral mandate.

The first Silchar Municipal Corpo-
ration election was held on October 3 
across 42 wards. Two BJP candidates 
had already been elected unopposed 
before polling, while counting for the re-
maining wards began on October 6.

The election marked the first civic 
poll since Silchar was upgraded to a mu-
nicipal corporation in 2022.

Meghalaya SIR: 1,510 
voters found ineligible 

after hearings

NPP vows to 
rebuild in Nagaland 

after five MLAs 
join NPF: Conrad 

Sangma

Tripura VC poll verdict shows people 
reject Left-Congress alliance: Manik Saha

Congress loses despite ballot papers, says 
Himanta after Silchar civic poll verdict

Assam CM honours Asian Games gold 
medallist Lovlina Borgohain with Rs 50 lakh

SHILLONG

Meghalaya Chief Minister and 
National People’s Party (NPP) 
president Conrad K Sangma has 
described the party’s complete 
loss of its legislative presence in 
Nagaland as a major setback, but 
said the development would not 
derail its political expansion in 
the Northeast.

Speaking to NPP workers on 
October 6, Sangma said he was 
“very upset” after all five NPP 
MLAs in Nagaland joined the rul-
ing Naga People’s Front (NPF), 
leaving the party without a legis-
lator in the 60-member Assembly.

“We are not happy about it. 
We are definitely very upset with 
this, but this is something that 
does happen in politics,” Sangma 
said.He urged party workers to 
remain united and committed to 
the NPP’s ideology, pointing to 
similar instances of political re-
alignment in Arunachal Pradesh 
and Nagaland in the past.

“Even through these difficult 
and tough times, we must stick 
together, and we must work to-
gether,” he said.Sangma said the 
NPP would now focus on rebuild-
ing its organisational network in 
Nagaland and strengthening its 
presence across the Northeast.

“NPP will move forward, we 
will recover from this and we 
will come out stronger, not just 
in the state of Nagaland but in 
the entire Northeast region,” he 
said.The five NPP legislators - A 
Nyamnyei Konyak, Nuklutoshi, 
C Kipili Sangtam, Dr Tseilhoutuo 
Rhutso and Benei M Lamthiu - 
joined the NPF on October 1. The 
Nagaland Assembly Speaker sub-
sequently recognised the move as 
a merger under the Tenth Sched-
ule of the Constitution.

The development raised 
the NPF’s strength to 39 in the 
60-member Assembly and left the 
NPP with no MLA in the House. 
The Assembly also has 12 BJP 
MLAs, two each from the Lok 
Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas) 
and Republican Party of India 
(Athawale), one JD(U) MLA and 
four Independents.

AGARTALA
Tripura gets nod for 60-seat 
government Ayurvedic medical 
college in Gomati

The Centre has approved the 
establishment of a government 
Ayurvedic medical college and 
hospital in Tripura’s Gomati 
district, Chief Minister Manik 
Saha said on October 6.

The National Commission 
for Indian System of Medicine 
(NCISM) has granted permis-
sion for the Tripura Govern-
ment Ayurvedic Medical Col-
lege and Hospital to be set up at 
Tepania in Gomati district.

The institution will offer 
undergraduate Ayurvedic med-
ical education with an annual 
intake of 60 students, Saha said.

The Chief Minister said the 
new college would expand ac-

cess to Ayurvedic healthcare 
services in the state once it be-
comes operational.

“Once the medical col-
lege starts functioning, peo-
ple would have easy access to 
Ayurvedic health services in 
the state,” Saha said in a social 
media post.

Saha thanked Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and Union 
Minister of State for AYUSH 
(Independent Charge) Pratap-
rao Jadhav for the approval.

He said the proposed insti-
tution would strengthen both 
Ayurvedic healthcare delivery 
and medical education in Tri-
pura, while creating additional 
opportunities for students seek-
ing to pursue undergraduate 
studies in the Indian system of 
medicine.

The approval comes short-
ly after the National Medical 
Commission cleared a proposal 
to increase the MBBS intake at 
Agartala Government Medical 
College (AGMC) by 100 seats.

The two developments are 
expected to further expand 
Tripura’s medical education 
infrastructure and increase the 
state’s capacity to train health-
care professionals.

SHILLONG

As many as 1,510 voters have been 
found ineligible for inclusion in 
Meghalaya’s final electoral roll 
following hearings conducted un-
der the ongoing Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR), Chief Electoral 
Officer BDR Tiwari said on Octo-
ber 6.

Tiwari said nearly 20 lakh 
electors have so far been cleared 
for inclusion in the final electoral 
roll, which is scheduled to be pub-
lished on October 26.

According to the Chief Elector-
al Officer, the documents submit-
ted by the 1,510 electors found inel-

igible did not meet the prescribed 
criteria.

The draft electoral roll pre-
pared during the SIR exercise con-
tained 21,69,243 electors. Notices 
were issued to 6,51,735 electors as 
part of the verification process, of 
which 6,51,391 notices have been 
delivered, officials said.

Hearings have so far been com-
pleted in 6,13,512 cases, accounting 
for 94.14 per cent of the notices is-
sued.

Following the hearings com-
pleted so far, 19,96,297 electors 
have been marked for inclusion 
in the final electoral roll, Tiwari 
said.

Of the notices issued during 
the revision exercise, 2,22,786 
cases involved electors classified 
under the “No Mapping” category.

The remaining cases will un-
dergo the required stages of veri-
fication before the final electoral 
roll is published on October 26.

AGARTALA

Tripura Chief Minister Manik Saha 
has claimed that the results of the 
Village Committee (VC) elections 
reflect a clear rejection of the CPI(M)-
Congress alliance and its political 
ideology by voters in the state.

Speaking on October 6, Saha said 
the National Democratic Alliance 
(NDA) had expected to secure more 
than 90 per cent of the seats and that 
the results were broadly in line with 
those expectations.

“We went to the elections and got 
more than what we expected. This is 
good for Tripura, and in the future, 
we hope that we will work together 
in the plains and hills and for the 
development of Tripura,” Saha said.

Taking aim at the opposition, 
the Chief Minister said its leaders 
should examine the reasons behind 
their repeated electoral defeats.

“I will tell the opposition the 
same thing again and again: they 
need to think about why this is hap-
pening to them,” he said, claiming 
that voters had repeatedly rejected 
the ideology being promoted by the 
opposition parties.

Saha also accused the opposition 
of failing to understand changing 
public expectations and continuing 
to rely on what he described as out-
dated political messaging.

“Everyone knows what people 
really want, what people need, and 
what they expect from the govern-
ment or the various levels of govern-
ment institutions,” he said.

“These are already backdated 
now. These will not be able to come 
in the future under any circumstanc-
es,” he added.

The Chief Minister also criticised 
opposition parties for questioning 
electronic voting machines (EVMs) 
and the Election Commission after 
electoral defeats.

“Whenever they lose, they 
blame the EVMs and the Election 
Commission. And they have repeat-
ed the same in the aftermath of the 
declaration of the VC elections,” 
Saha said.

A day earlier, Saha had described 
the NDA’s performance in the VC 
elections as expected, saying the 
alliance had anticipated a strong 

showing.
“Look, this was expected. We had 

stated earlier as well that we would 
achieve good results in the VC elec-
tions, and the NDA would perform 
strongly. The results are turning 
out exactly on those lines,” he said.

Saha said the electoral outcome 
offered a positive outlook for the 
state and reiterated his govern-
ment’s vision of building a “New 
Tripura” through the participation 
of different communities.

“I believe the coming days will 
be very good for Tripura. We want 
to build a ‘New Tripura’ by taking 
everyone along-indigenous commu-
nities (Janajati), general communi-
ties (Jati), Manipuris, and minori-
ties,” he said.

He further linked the result to 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
vision of inclusive development in 
Tripura.

Manipur: NRC update demand gains 
momentum ahead of Census operations

Tripura gets nod for 
60-seat government 
Ayurvedic medical 
college in Gomati

GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma on October 6 felicitated boxer 
Lovlina Borgohain and presented her 
with a cheque for Rs 50 lakh following 
her gold medal-winning performance at 
the Asian Games in Japan.

Borgohain was honoured at Lok 
Sewa Bhawan after returning to Assam 
following her victory in the women’s 
75kg boxing category. Sarma said the 
achievement was a matter of pride for 
Assam and the country and would in-
spire a new generation of athletes.

The boxer had earlier received a 
warm welcome at Lokapriya Gopinath 
Bordoloi International Airport in Gu-
wahati, where Sports and Youth Wel-
fare Minister Biswajit Daimary, As-
sam BJP president Dilip Saikia, family 
members and supporters gathered to 
receive her.

Speaking at the airport, Saikia de-
scribed Borgohain’s victory as a major 
achievement for Assam. He noted that 
India had won 21 gold medals at the 
Asian Games and highlighted the con-
tribution of the Assam boxer.

“Recently in the Asian Games, India 

won 21 gold medals. Among them, As-
sam’s daughter Lovlina Borgohain won 
a medal in boxing,” Saikia said.

Members of the BJP, Bharatiya Ja-
nata Yuva Morcha and several young 
supporters were present at the airport 
reception.The Assam Congress also 
felicitated Borgohain during her ar-
rival. A delegation led by senior Con-
gress leader Pranati Phukan welcomed 
her with a gamosa, bouquet and jaapi. 

Senior leaders Bipul Gogoi, Bedabra-
ta Bora, Udit Bhanu Das, Gunakanta 
Gogoi, Mousumi Neog and Debajit Deka 
were among those present.

Borgohain won the Asian Games 
gold on October 2, which also marked 
her birthday. She defeated China’s Bao 
Ziyi 5-0 in the final of the women’s 75kg 
category.

With the victory, Borgohain became 
only the second Indian woman boxer 

to win an Asian Games gold medal af-
ter MC Mary Kom achieved the feat in 
2014.

The Tokyo Olympics bronze medal-
list had previously won a silver medal 
in the same category at the 2022 Asian 
Games in Hangzhou.

Speaking to reporters at Guwahati 
airport, Borgohain thanked the people 
of Assam for their continued support 
and encouragement.

IMPHAL
Demands for updating the Nation-
al Register of Citizens (NRC) in 
Manipur before the commence-
ment of Census operations inten-
sified on Tuesday, with indige-
nous community groups and civil 
society organisations organising 
public campaigns and sit-in pro-
tests across the state.

At a public campaign held at 
Siangai Namdai Chiru village 
in Kangpokpi district, the Naga 
Coordinating Committee (West-
ern Foothills Manipur) brought 
together members of the Chiru, 
Rongmei, Kom and Aimol com-
munities.

Participants called for a wider 
movement to press for an NRC 
update and measures to identify 
and deport what they described as 
illegal immigrants from the state.

Speakers at the gathering said 
the demand should not be viewed 
as an issue limited to the Meitei 
community. They urged Naga 
and other indigenous groups to 
join the campaign and collective-
ly address concerns related to ille-
gal immigration.

The Campaign for Just and 
Fair Delimitation (JFD) also re-
newed its demand for an NRC 
update, proposing 1951 as the base 
year for determining citizenship.

JFD convenor Jeetendra Nin-
gomba said identifying illegal mi-
grants was necessary to address 
what the organisation described 
as some of the longstanding chal-
lenges facing Manipur and to cre-
ate conditions for lasting peace.

Ningomba said the campaign 
would continue until the Census 
process was deferred and the NRC 
updated.

While acknowledging recent 
steps taken by the government in 
response to demands from indige-
nous communities, he said those 
measures did not adequately ad-
dress the concerns raised.

He said the organisation had 
temporarily suspended its inten-
sive agitation following appeals 
from the government for more 
time, but would continue peace-
ful public campaigns. Ningomba 
warned that stronger protests 
could resume if the administra-
tion failed to respond adequately.

Meanwhile, a coalition of civil 
society organisations organised 

a sit-in protest at Waikhong in 
Kakching district. The groups 
included the All Manipur United 
Clubs’ Organisation (AMUCO), 
All Manipur Women’s Voluntary 
Association (AMAWOVA) and 
Manipuri Students Federation 
(MSF), among others.

Addressing the gathering, 
AMUCO president S Sanjoy called 
for greater unity among people in 
dealing with the challenges fac-
ing the state. He also stressed the 
need to strengthen local employ-
ment and production systems to 
improve Manipur’s food self-reli-
ance.

AMUCO secretary Laishram 
Krishnachandra expressed dis-
satisfaction over the prolonged 
crisis that has continued in Mani-
pur since May 2023.

He alleged that the Central 
government had failed to ade-
quately address the violence and 
concerns over illegal immigra-
tion, while accusing it of allowing 
ethnic divisions to deepen.



NATIONAL

NEW DELHI

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi and 
other party leaders who were detained 
after an over eight-hour sit-in at 
Akashvani Bhawan in Delhi were 
released by the police shortly after 
10 pm, the party said.

 The leaders were taken to the 
Kingsway Camp police lines after 
being forcibly removed from the 
Akashvani Bhawan premises, where 
they had staged the sit-in after being 
stopped from marching towards the 
Election Commission.

 Gandhi led the Congress’ protest 
against Chief Election Commissioner 
Gyanesh Kumar, demanding his 
immediate removal over allegations 
of ‘vote chori’.

 As the standoff continued, Delhi 
Police moved in to detain the protest-
ers after facing resistance from them. 
The Opposition leaders had been sit-
ting on a dharna inside the Akashvani 
premises after being stopped from 
marching to the Election Commission 
headquarters earlier in the day.

 The police action brought the 
prolonged demonstration to an end.

 Gandhi had earlier said the pro-
testers were prepared to remain at the 
site for as long as necessary.

 “We have no problem sitting here. 
We are comfortable here. We have laid 
out mattresses here. There is a toilet 
here, and tea is also available. We 
will sit here for as long as we need 
to,” Gandhi said. 

“We are protesting here against 
‘vote theft’. If the government has a 
problem with us sitting here, then tell 
us where to sit and protest—we will 
sit there,” he added.

 Gandhi also said the Opposition 
MPs wanted to meet the Election 
Commissioners to raise their con-

cerns. “MPs have been disrespected. 
We just want to meet the CEC and tell 
him that you have committed ‘vote 
chori’,” he said. “MPs will meet the 
Election Commissioners. They will 
have to meet us,” Gandhi added.

 The sit-in began after the INDIA 
bloc’s march from Parliament Street 
to the Election Commission headquar-
ters was stopped by security personnel 
near the NITI Aayog office.

 The Opposition MPs were seek-
ing a meeting with the Election 
Commissioners and demanding 
the resignation of Chief Election 
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar.

 After being stopped, the protest-
ers sat on the road. Rahul Gandhi 
climbed atop a police barricade, while 
Trinamool Congress leader Abhishek 
Banerjee also joined him. Priyanka 
Gandhi Vadra was taken to a waiting 
bus after being detained but soon got 
off and joined her brother near the 

Akashvani Bhawan gate. 
Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi 

and Congress MP Deepender Hooda 
subsequently entered the Akashvani 
Bhawan premises through the recep-
tion gate. They sat under a tree as 
police personnel asked them to vacate 
the premises.

 The Gandhi siblings, however, 
refused to leave, insisting that they 
wanted to proceed to the Election 
Commission office. The confrontation 
eventually turned into a prolonged 
sit-in, with several Opposition leaders 
joining them. 

The leaders were taken to 
Kingsway Camp police lines after 
being removed from Akashvani 
Bhawan, where they had staged a 
sit-in.

 Trinamool Congress MPs Derek 
O’Brien and Mahua Moitra also 
reached Akashvani Bhawan as the 
protest continued.

 The Election Commission, mean-
while, said it had not received any 
request from any political party for 
a meeting, even as the Opposition 
leaders maintained that they wanted 
to meet the poll panel to raise their 
concerns.

 The protest  is  part  of  the 
Opposition’s broader campaign 
against the Election Commission and 
Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh 
Kumar over alleged irregularities in 
the Special Intensive Revision of elec-
toral rolls. The INDIA bloc has been 
demanding Kumar’s resignation and 
withdrawal of the SIR. 

The Opposition’s agitation has 
gathered pace over the past few days, 
with protests by political parties, stu-
dent groups and civil society organisa-
tions in central Delhi. The latest con-
frontation followed the INDIA bloc’s 
decision to march from Parliament 
to the EC headquarters on Tuesday.

WASHINGTON

 US President Donald Trump blamed 
France’s mass student protests on Islam 
and migration, pushing his global right-
wing narrative ahead of tough midterm 
elections at home.

 “What’s happening in France is 
nothing less than out of control mass 
migration,” Trump said in a post on his 
Truth Social network. 

“This isn’t about schools, this is 
about Islam wanting to take over a once 

great Country!”
 French students have blocked the 

entrances to hundreds of high schools 
across the country since late September 
to demand better conditions, in protests 
that have descended into sporadic clash-
es with security forces.

 A quarter of a million demonstra-
tors took to the streets across France 
on Tuesday.

 Trump did not elaborate on his 
claims or provide any evidence. In 
France, no link has yet been established 

between the student movement and any 
religious or identity-based demands. 

But leading voices in Trump’s Make 
America Great Again (MAGA) move-
ment have been using the French pro-
tests to ram home points about immigra-
tion ahead of the US midterm elections 
next month. 

MAGA commentators repeatedly 
posted videos of the French unrest in 
the days leading up to Trump’s post. 

“The riots in France are a clear warn-
ing to the rest of the West,” Trump ally 

Glenn Beck said on X on Monday. “What 
is happening in France today is all part 
of an international network of socialists 
working to dismantle the West.”

“This will come to America if the 
Democrats take power again,” posted 
right-wing commentator Dave Rubin 
to his 1.6 million followers, along with 
footage filmed in a French train station.

 Trump, 80, has ramped up his 
rhetoric on core issues like migration 
and transgender people ahead of the 
midterms, as the Iran war and the cost 
of living look set to cost Republicans 
control of Congress.

 At the same time, Europe has been 
a target for Trump ever since his first 
term in the White House. 

And his second administration has 
been keener than ever to warn of what 
it calls the decline of Western culture on 
the other side of the Atlantic. 

The US national security strategy 
released in December said Europe faced 
“civilizational erasure” -- and in extraor-
dinary language towards close allies, 
said it would be “cultivating resistance” 
to current political trends. 

Vice President JD Vance has also 
been a vocal critic of Europe on the 
same issue.

 Even Trump’s handshake-heavy 
“bromance” with outgoing French 
President Emmanuel Macron has failed 
to keep the US leader from criticizing 
a key ally.

 But France responded to Trump’s 
reaction by comparing it to that of Iran, 
which earlier summoned the French 
envoy over what it called Paris’s “violent 
response” to the school protests.

 “You’ll get the Iranians’ version, per-
haps the version from some Israelis, per-
haps the version from some Americans,” 
France’s Foreign Minister Jean-Noel 
Barrot told a parliamentary committee 
on Tuesday.

 Barrot said French diplomatic 
missions were trying to put across the 
French case “so that we have our own 
narratives to disseminate, rather than 
being subjected to those of others.”

NEW DELHI

While calling for the early 
adoption of the Comprehensive 
Convention on International 
Terrorism (CCIT), India has 
stressed the importance of 
legal measures to act against 
all those behind the Pahalgam 
terrorist massacre.

 BJP MP Biplab Kumar Deb 
said on Tuesday that it was 
essential to hold to account 
the perpetrators, organisers, 
financiers, and sponsors of 
cross-border terrorism like last 
year’s Pahalgam attack that 
killed 26 innocent civilians.

 The Resistance Front, a 
proxy of the Pakistan-based 
Lashkar-e-Taiba, took respon-
sibility for the attack.

 Speaking at the General 
Assembly’s Sixth Committee 
that deals with international 
legal matters, Deb strongly reit-

erated India’s right to defend 
its people against cross-border 
terrorism.

 India has said that 
Pakistan is a state sponsor of 
cross-border terrorism, and 
after the Pahalgam attack, 
retaliated against terrorist 
bases operating there under 
its protection. 

An early adoption of the 
CCIT that has been languish-
ing for 30 years is required to 
strengthen the international 
legal framework against ter-
rorism, Deb said.

 The CCIT proposed by 
India in 1996 has been blocked 
by some countries that make 
an invidious distinction 
between “good terrorists” and 
“bad”, claiming it should not 
cover “freedom fighters” who 
they claim are under the first 
category.

 Deb said that a distinc-

tion cannot be made between 
“good” and “bad” terrorism, 
and there can be no justifica-
tion for targeting civilians.

 A national general secre-
tary of the BJP, he is a former 
chief minister of Tripura and 
is one of the MPs in India’s 
delegation to the General 
Assembly.

 Deb drew attention to 
India’s concerns over ter-
rorists adopting emerging 
technologies for recruitment, 
radicalisation, propaganda, 
operational planning and ter-
rorist financing. 

It is one of India’s six pri-
orities on counter-terrorism, 
and the others, he outlined, 
are ending terrorist financ-
ing, placing victims at the 
centre, strengthening nation-
ally owned capacity-building, 
confronting terrorist ideology, 
and impeding infrastructure.

INTERNATIONAL

WASHINGTON

 Oil prices rose Wednesday and 
stocks fell amid fresh concerns 
about Middle East supplies 
following a warning that Iran 
appeared to be stepping up 
attacks in the Strait of Hormuz. 

The retreat came as inves-
tors brushed off another record 
day on Wall Street where the 
Nasdaq and S&P 500 were boost-
ed by a rush back into the AI 
trade that saw chip titan Nvidia 
push towards a $6 trillion mar-
ket capitalisation.

 Confidence has been given 
a boost this week as reports said 
that exports from the Middle 
East -- excluding Iran -- were 
pushing back towards pre-war 
levels.

 That helped push glob-
al benchmark Brent below 
$100 a barrel and West Texas 
Intermediate below $90, easing 
inflation concerns and giving 
central banks some room to 
hold off hiking interest rates. 

However, both contracts 
rebounded Tuesday and rose 
in early Asian trade, as figures 
showed Tehran had increased 
strikes on tankers in the crucial 
Strait of Hormuz.

 UK Maritime Trade 
Operations said there had been 
nine attacks so far this month, 
half of all of September in the 
waterway and Persian Gulf 
combined.

 Meanwhile, Yemen’s 
Houthis claimed an attack 
on Riyadh’s main airport and 

denied reports it had been 
pushed back by government 
forces, who have launched a 
major operation to recapture 
lost territory.

 The Houthi statements 
came as Yemen’s military said 
it had removed the pro-Iran 
group from areas around the 
Bab al-Mandab strait -- a Red 
Sea chokepoint -- and the port 
city of Mocha.

  The developments come 
as top oil officials warn that 
global stockpiles are running 
low, meaning governments’ 
ability to withstand the impact 
of the crisis is waning. “Reports 
of increased flows across the 
region have offered some 
downside pressure on crude, 
but this has been offset by var-
ying reports around the scale 
of attacks on vessels moving 
through the Strait,” said Chris 
Weston at Pepperstone. “For 
now, the market remains high-
ly sensitive to headlines and 
geopolitical risk.” Equities 
dropped after an upbeat start 
to the week.

 Tokyo,  Hong Kong, 
Singapore, Seoul, Wellington 
and Taipei were all in the red, 
though Sydney and Manila 
edged up.

 Traders failed to take up 
the baton from their US col-
leagues, who piled into tech 
firms again ahead of the latest 
earnings season that analysts 
think will see S&P 500 profits 
jump by a quarter year-on-year, 
according to data compiled by 

Bloomberg Intelligence. 
The records on the Nasdaq 

and S&P 500 were boosted by 
more gains in Nvidia, which 
saw its market capitalisation 
hit almost $5.7 trillion.

 Investors were also buoyed 
by a Financial Times report 
that said SpaceX was looking to 
raise $40 billion to buy Nvidia 
chips. The news comes even 
after a summer rout in tech 
firms fuelled by worries that 
the colossal sums they had 
invested in the AI sector may 
have been overdone, with ques-
tions swirling over when they 
would see a return, if ever.

 Key figures at around 0230 
GMT

 Tokyo - Nikkei 225: DOWN 
0.9 percent at 70074.13 (break)

 Hong Kong - Hang Seng 
Index: DOWN 0.7 percent at 
24,108.15

 Shanghai - Composite: 
Closed for a holiday

 Dollar/yen: UP at 158.38 
yen from 158.17 yen on Tuesday

 Euro/dollar: DOWN at 
$1.1234 from $1.1257

 Pound/dollar: DOWN at 
$1.3251 from $1.3275

 Euro/pound: DOWN at 
84.78 pence from 84.81 pence

 West Texas Intermediate: 
UP 1.0 percent at $90.29 per 
barrel

 Brent North Sea Crude: UP 
0.9 percent at $101.48 per barrel

 New York - Dow: UP 0.5 
percent at 51,521.28 (close)

 London - FTSE 100: UP 0.4 
percent at 10,541.69 (close)

SILCHAR WEDNESDAY, 07 OCTOBER 2026

KRC TIMES, membership e-copy, EAST AND NE India Edition  Page 4

India pushes early 
adoption of anti-terror 

convention, seeks 
accountability for 
Pahalgam attack

Trump blames France 
unrest on Islam, migration

Oil rises and stocks fall 
as Hormuz worries flare

Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka 
Gandhi, other Congress 

leaders released by Delhi 
Police after detention
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The Needonomics School of Thought, a 
Kurukshetra-based think tank, views 
democracy not merely as a contest for 
political power but as a system of gover-
nance centred on people’s needs, sound 
policy and public interest. The inability 
of the opposition to offer a credible alter-
native is therefore not simply a weak-
ness of political organization; it reflects 
a deeper challenge in democratic poli-
tics—the need to move from criticism 
and power-seeking towards construc-
tive policymaking and responsible gov-
ernance. A healthy democracy requires 
meaningful alternatives based on com-
petent leadership, evidence-based poli-
cies, accountability and a clear commit-
ment to public welfare.

People may become disillusioned 
with a government for many reasons, 
including unemployment, poor quality 
of education, inadequate healthcare, 
farmers’ concerns, law and order, infla-
tion, administrative delays and rising 
aspirations. Yet public dissatisfaction 
alone does not guarantee meaningful 
political change. Democratic change 
becomes purposeful only when citizens 
are presented with a credible alter-
native that can address their genuine 
needs and improve the quality of gover-
nance.

From a Needonomics perspective, 
the central question is therefore not 
merely who should hold power, but 
what policies should guide that pow-
er and how effectively they serve the 
public interest. Democracy must move 
from power politics towards policy poli-
tics, where the quality of governance is 
measured by outcomes, accountability 
and the well-being of citizens.

1. Mov-
ing Beyond 
Criticism to 
Providing an 
Alternative

One of the 
major prob-
lems in the 

political system today is that political 
leadership does not always understand 
or adequately address the real needs of 
the people. The role of the opposition is 
not merely to point out the shortcom-
ings of the government, but also to of-
fer practical solutions. If the opposition 
seeks to come to power, it must clearly 
explain to the people what it would do 
better than the existing system and how 
it would do so.

Similarly, the ruling party should 
not dismiss criticism from the opposi-
tion merely as political opposition. In a 
democracy, constructive criticism can 
become an instrument of reform.

2. Making Better Use of Expertise in 
Politics

The country has experienced aca-
demics, doctors, scientists, farmers, en-
trepreneurs, technologists and experts 
from many other fields who possess 
valuable knowledge and practical expe-
rience. Yet their expertise is not always 
fully utilised in policymaking. A better 
interface between politics and profes-
sional expertise is therefore the need of 
the hour.

Policies should not be based solely on 
political considerations. They should 
be framed by taking into account expe-
rience, data, research and ground real-
ities. This can make governance more 
practical, effective and outcome-orient-
ed.

3. The Needonomics Perspective
The basic message of Needonomics 

is simple—Need over Greed, Quality 
before Quantity, and Public Interest 
over Administrative Convenience. The 
purpose of politics should not be merely 
to acquire power, but to fulfil the genu-
ine needs of citizens and improve their 
quality of life.

From this perspective, governance 
should be evaluated not by the number 
of schemes and announcements, but by 
their actual outcomes. People should be 
able to feel that governance is making 
their lives simpler, safer and better.

4. Prioritizing Education and Em-
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Needonomics of 
Democracy: Towards 

Policy and Public Interest
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In education, merely increasing the 
number of schools or launching new 
schemes is not enough. Improving the 
quality of education in government 
schools, ensuring that teachers perform 
their responsibilities effectively, and 
developing knowledge and skills among 
children should be the priorities. Edu-
cation should not merely provide cer-
tificates; it should prepare capable and 
responsible citizens.

In employment, artificial intelli-
gence and emerging technologies have 
created new opportunities as well as 
new challenges. Young people must 
be equipped with skills relevant to the 
changing times. They should be pre-
pared not merely to seek jobs but also 
to become creators of employment and 
entrepreneurship. Bridging the gap 
between education and employment is 
essential.

5. Farmers, Industry and Investment
Agriculture cannot be viewed mere-

ly in terms of increasing production. 
Farmers need better systems of storage, 
processing, transportation, marketing 
and fair pricing. Farmers can strength-
en their incomes and the rural economy 
only when they are able to add greater 
value to their produce.

Similarly, industry and investment 
require simple regulations, transparent 
systems, good infrastructure, skilled 
human resources and timely govern-
ment services. Investment does not 
come merely through announcements; 
it comes through trust, confidence and 
stable policies.

6. Health, Justice and Accountable 
Governance

The success of healthcare services 
should not be measured by the number 
of schemes launched, but by whether or-
dinary citizens receive timely and qual-
ity treatment. Accessible and affordable 
healthcare for the poor and middle class 
is a hallmark of good governance.

In the area of law and order, merely 
making laws is not enough. They must 
be implemented impartially and within 
a reasonable time. Citizens should have 

confidence that their grievances will be 
heard and that they will receive justice.

The ruling establishment must also 
avoid complacency. Winning an elec-
tion is not permanent proof of good 
governance. Listening to people’s prob-
lems, acknowledging shortcomings and 
improving policies whenever necessary 
are signs of responsible leadership.

7. New Competition in Politics
There is a need today for political 

competition to move beyond slogans 
and allegations. The real competition 
should be based on policy, competence, 
accountability and outcomes. Citizens 
have the right to know what each politi-
cal party proposes to do better in educa-
tion, employment, agriculture, health-
care, industry and administration.

In a democracy, it is not enough to 
say that the government is wrong. It is 
equally important to explain how the 
mistake will be corrected and how a 
better system will be created. Similarly, 
the government should focus not mere-
ly on publicizing its achievements but 
also on addressing the real problems 
faced by citizens.

Conclusion
In my view, India needs policy 

change more than merely a change of 
power. Whoever holds political power 
must use it in the interest of the peo-
ple. The real success of political parties 
should be judged by the extent to which 
they have improved the lives of ordi-
nary citizens. Needonomics teaches us 
that governance should be founded on 
Need, Quality, Competence, Account-
ability and Public Interest.

 Politics should give priority to ser-
vice and responsibility rather than 
greed and showmanship. Therefore, the 
fundamental question of Indian politics 
should not merely be, “Who will come 
to power?” It should be, “What better 
will those who come to power do for 
the people?” This shift in thinking can 
make democracy more responsible, 
strengthen public trust and make gov-
ernance more genuinely oriented to-
wards public welfare.
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